
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Friday, June 14, 2024 12:00 PM
SEM School Library
205 E 5th Avenue
Sumner, NE 68878 

1. Declaration of Intend – Open Meetings Act
Notice of the meeting was posted to the SEM Mustang school website, SEM Facebook, 
Elm Creek Beacon, and over the school reach notification system for the board meeting 
to be held on Friday, June 14th at 12:00 pm The agenda was available on the SEM 
Mustang school website and available in the Superintendent's Office.  All proceedings 
hereafter as shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance 
of the public, unless noted as executive session. This meeting was conducted in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 84, Article 14 posted in the School 
Library.

2. Call to Order

2.1. Pledge of Allegiance

2.2. Roll Call of Members

3. Consent Agenda

3.1. Approval of Minutes

3.2. Approval of the Monthly bills, Claims and Payroll

3.3. Approval of Treasurer’s Report and Budget Report.

4. Administrative Report

4.1. Principal's Report

4.2. Superintendent's Report

5. Business Items

5.1. Approve Revised Policy #5016 Student Records

5.2. Staff Members Thoughts on Student Use of Cell Phone During the School Day



5.3. Approve Revised Policy #6025 Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices
Please take time to read all the attachments!  

6. Adjourn
Adjourned at 1:08 pm







































Cell Phones
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Justin Bosak Tue, Jun 11, 11:05 AM 
(1 day ago)

to me

I have been in favor of teachers being able to control the use or ban the use of cell 
phones in their classrooms until this year.  In my classes there has been an increase in 
misuse of cell phones in the classroom.  Middle school students in particular seem to be 
using their phones at a much higher rate to communicate with friends. (some of which 
are right next to them)  It's increasingly more difficult to recognize bullying and misuse of 
cell phones.  Having face to face conversations means that you can't hide behind your 
phone and makes it easier for teachers to manage behaviors.  From researching online, 
it seems that you need to have a very clearly stated and comprehensive cell phone 
policy so staff know exactly how to enforce it and there' are no gray areas.  I think 
having a no cell phone policy at school next year will have some benefits and some 
drawbacks, but I am in favor of trying it.  I appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on this 
difficult decision.  

--
Justin Bosak
Director of Music 
Sumner-Eddyville-Miller (SEM) Public Schools



LINCOLN, Neb. —
Lincoln Public Schools announced a change in its personal electronics policy to address 
student behavior.

LPS will ban the use of cell phones and personal electronics during instructional times 
at all schools.

“After a pilot cell phone policy was in place at two high schools last year, administrators 
and staff saw a significant positive change in the learning environment. Other Nebraska 
school districts have also implemented a digital hall pass system at the high school level 
and seen positive results,” said LPS Superintendent Paul Gausman.

At elementary schools, LPS said cell phones should remain at home, but if at school 
must be off and in students' backpacks.

LPS said that in middle schools, all personal electronic devices must be off and out of 
sight at all times during the day. The district said smartwatches may be worn but cannot 
be used for communication. It also said students with medical conditions may be an 
exception and can follow their individualized plan.

In high schools, personal electronics must be turned off during class times, but can be 
used before and after school.

The district encourages parents who need to communicate with their students to call the 
school and a message will be passed along. Likewise, students who need to contact 
parents should visit the office.

Gausman said students are "addicted to their phones," and studies show their screen 
time is impacting their mental and emotional well-being. He hopes this encourages 
more interpersonal communication and causes fewer 
distractions.____________________________________________________

Grand Island Public Schools

• From 8:05 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. all cell phones, air pods, smart watches all other 
personal electronic devices must be turned off and in backpacks or pockets, out of 
sight or left at home.

• Accommodations will be made for students that require a personal electronic 
device for medical assistance.

• All changes will be consistent with district Policy. 

We have seen at GISH that cell phones, earbuds and other personal electronic devices 
do not serve a helpful academic purpose. We have a responsibility to respond to the 
growing issues of cyberbullying and fostering healthy hallways and classrooms. 



To better ensure the safety and emotional well-being of all students, we have made the 
decision to be a “cell phone free” school starting in January 2024.

We wanted to share this information as early as possible so that students, families, and 
staff may know the efforts we are taking to ensure all students have a safe and 
predictable learning environment.

We also invite our Islander families to join us in our efforts to minimize the use of 
Personal Electronic Devices by supporting our teachers and having conversations about 
this with their students at home. 

Our top priority has always been providing impactful learning opportunities for our 
students.  At Grand Island Senior High, we believe part of that process includes more 
consistent and strict monitoring of cell phone and mobile device use.

Starting this year, one of the biggest schools in Nebraska, became a cell phone-free 
school.

Many high school students may have a cell phone, but now at Grand Island Senior High, 
the phone must be out of sight, turned off, or it gets taken away.

After the new policy took place, administrators said students have been more focused in 
class and teachers have been able to give their lessons without having to worry about the 
extra distraction.

Students are not allowed cell phones at any time during the day, including breakfast, in 
the halls, classrooms, and even lunchtime.

According to Executive Principal Jeff Gilbertson, students have been more in tune with 
building relationships with others.

Students are having conversations with one another. It’s like going back in time 
to before the cell phones were even invented,” Gilbertson said.
Gilbertson said they’ve had positive feedback so far and have had very few incidents 
where a student has been caught with their phone.

“For the most part our students have been really willing and able to give up that phone 
when they make a mistake,” Gilbertson said.

The school has over 2,000 kids but is only estimating on average around 15 to 20 
phones being taken away per day.

If a student does get their phone taken away, parents can collect the phones at the end of 
the school day. That's when they can voice any concerns to administrators.

Gilbertson explained they’ve noticed an impact with teaching and learning as well.



“Teachers are very pleased with their lessons, right? They’re able to teach without, 
again, the distraction about worrying about managing the devices,” Gilbertson said.

According to teacher Amy Boyer, it helps that everyone has been on the same page.

“Not only do I feel like the students are responding well to it, but I also feel very 
supported by our admin staff,” Boyer said.

Boyer said she's seen an improvement in students’ behaviors and mental health, and 
because the students know the expectations, it has made the policy easier for everyone.

“I feel like cell phones were always an easy way for students to just kind of disengage, 
not only with the learning but with each other,” Boyer said.

The school said they would make exceptions for medical reasons or family emergencies.

Although they're only a few weeks in, the school said it is already seeing more 
engagement and interactions and fewer disruptions. They said this was nearly 
immediate right after they took away cell phones.

What are 5 reasons phones should not be allowed in school?

Parents and principals who favor banning cell phones in classrooms argue they distract 
students and diminish focus, can provide students access to questionable content, 
increase cyberbullying and other disciplinary issues, create physical and mental health 
issues, encourage cheating and potentially expose children to sexual predators.

The reality is that many school-going children may be addicted to cell phones. A 2022 
Pew Research Center study found that 98 percent of teens between 15-17 and 91 percent 
of teens between 13-14 have access to a smartphone. In the same study, 46 percent of 
teens said they’re online almost constantly, with 36 percent confessing they spend too 
much time on social media.

Obviously, cell phone use is not restricted to students’ homes — it also occurs during 
school hours. During COVID-19, students increased cell phone use and also experienced 
heightened learning loss. As schools try to recover from COVID-19, parents and school 
leaders are united in their effort to get students to focus on academics in the classroom. 
Restricting cellphone use is part of that equation.

Nationwide, the share of schools that prohibited cell phones for non-academic use 
increased from 66 percent in 2015 to 77 percent in 2020, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. In 2019, California passed a law requiring school boards 
to enact policies limiting student smartphone use during school.

Since 2022, school districts including the Philadelphia Board of Education have started 
using locking phone pouches that enable teachers to make classrooms phone-free. “With 



a cellphone-free environment, schools can increase engagement in the classroom,” 
stated district officials.

Limiting cell phone use in classrooms may be one issue that can unite parents, school 
administrators and politicians from both sides of the aisle.

In California, a high school teacher complains that students watch Netflix on their 
phones during class. In Maryland, a chemistry teacher says students use gambling apps 
to place bets during the school day.

Around the country, educators say students routinely send Snapchat messages in class, 
listen to music, and shop online, among countless other examples of how smartphones 
distract from teaching and learning.

The hold that phones have on adolescents in America today is well-documented, but 
teachers say parents are often not aware to what extent students use them inside the 
classroom. And increasingly, educators and experts are speaking with one voice on the 
question of how to handle it: Ban phones during classes.

“Students used to have an understanding that you aren’t supposed to be on your phone 
in class. Those days are gone,” said James Granger, who requires students in his science 
classes at a Los Angeles-area high school to place their phones in “a cellphone cubby” 
with numbered slots. “The only solution that works is to physically remove the cellphone 
from the student.”

Most schools already have rules regulating student phone use, but they are enforced 
sporadically. A growing number of leaders at the state and federal levels have begun 
endorsing school cellphone bans and suggesting new ways to curb access to the devices.

The latest state intervention came in Utah, where Gov. Spencer Cox, a Republican, last 
month urged all school districts and the state Board of Education to remove cellphones 
from classrooms. He cited studies that show learning improves, distractions are 
decreased, and students are more likely to talk to each other if phones are taken away.

“We just need a space for six or seven hours a day where kids are not tethered to these 
devices,” Mr. Cox told reporters this month. He said his initiative, which is not binding, 
is part of a legislative push to protect kids in Utah from the harms of social media.

Last year, Florida became the first state to crack down on phones in school. A law that 
took effect in July requires all Florida public schools to ban student cellphone use 
during class time and block access to social media on district wifi. Some districts, 
including Orange County Public Schools, went further and banned phones the entire 
school day.

Oklahoma, Vermont, and Kansas have also recently introduced what is becoming known 
as “phone-free schools” legislation.

And two U.S. senators – Tom Cotton, an Arkansas Republican, and Tim Kaine, a 
Virginia Democrat – introduced legislation in December that would require a federal 
study on the effects of cellphone use in schools on students’ ental health and academic 



performance. Theirs is one of several bipartisan alliances calling for stiffer rules for 
social media companies and greater online safety for kids.

Nationally, 77% of U.S. schools say they prohibit cellphones at school for non-academic 
use, according to the National Center for Education Statistics.

But that number is misleading. It does not mean students are following those bans or all 
those schools are enforcing them.

Just ask teachers.

“Cellphone use is out of control. By that, I mean that I cannot control it, even in my own 
classroom,” said Patrick Truman, who teaches at a Maryland high school that forbids 
student use of cellphones during class. It is up to each teacher to enforce the policy, so 
Mr. Truman bought a 36-slot caddy for storing student phones. Still, every day, students 
hide phones in their laps or under books as they play video games and check social 
media.

Tired of being the phone police, he has come to a reluctant conclusion: “Students who 
are on their phones are at least quiet. They are not a behavior issue.”

I taught kids in the pre-cell phone era and watched the tech invade the classroom in real 
time. It has completely changed the game.

What changed?

• Cell phones allow students to instantly text parents to give a very biased side of 
the story when they get in trouble. There was zero chance I'd be able to talk to the 
parents first when there was an issue with a kid.

• Social media turned bullying and harassment into a 24/7 problem. When I was a 
kid, I had to deal with my bully in the few minutes before school, briefly at recess, 
then a few minutes after school. Unless your bully lived in your neighborhood, 
school stuff stayed at school.

• The harassment and drama stirred up by social media was brought to school 
every day. Stuff that was said online was settled at school and physical fighting 
increased exponentially.

• It became WAY harder to keep kids' attention. The allure of many apps that kids 
are into cater to a short attention span. The instant something gets boring, ditch 
it and pull up something else. That makes it really tough to pay attention to 
lessons in class.

• Early on, it was nearly impossible to establish that a student was cheating or 
instigating via cellphone. It became completely impossible once lock screens 
became standard. The student could just refuse to unlock the phone.

• Kids' mental health made a sharp decline as self-conscious kids are now 
comparing themselves to not only the highlight reel of the alpha student in their 
school, but the alpha students of all the schools in the general area. It began with 
MySpace, got worse with Facebook and completely bottomed out with Instagram.

• SO. MUCH. PORN. I taught middle school. Those boys could absolutely NOT 
help themselves. Watching porn in class, watching porn in the cafeteria, watching 



porn with their friends in the locker room. If they weren't watching it, they were 
talking over me in class to discuss it with their buddies.

• Once cameras became a standard option on the cell phone? Now they're sending 
dirty pictures to each other and spreading them across the whole district. Now 
parents (who were uninterested in helping us to regulate cellphones up until 
now) were demanding the school get involved and have FBI involvement.



NRCSA Survey Results
Smartphone Bans in Nebraska Schools
May 2024

Results
● 60 School Districts participated.

● 78% of schools (47 schools) do not have a complete ban during the school day

● 15% of schools (9 schools) do have a ban in place, the remaining schools are

considering a ban.

The following information was collected only from the schools with a ban in place:

Smartwatches

● About one half of schools with a smart phone ban in place also ban smartwatches in

their building. Others will confiscate the smartwatch if there are issues in class.

Process for Implementing the Ban

● 44% of schools require students to keep their phones in their car or locker.

● 33% of schools require students to check them into the office or to their homeroom

teacher.

● The remaining schools use Yondr pouches or similar products. (although some are

looking into a check in system due to revolving costs of the pouches)

Impact of the Smartphone Ban

● About 82% of the schools with a ban in place indicated that they observed improved

mental wellness in their district.

● About 82% of the schools with a ban in place indicated that they observed improved

academic achievement and engagement in their district.

● About 82% of the schools with a ban in place indicated that they observed improved

school culture in their building/district.

Other Comments from Schools with a Phone Ban

● “Excellent buy-in from students and parents. More interaction student to student and

student to staff. Positive and refreshing change.”

● “We implemented this in our k-8 about 3 months ago. Was not well received at first. Stay

tuned on how this progresses. Not sure if we will implement it in 9-12 yet.”

● “I will tell you that the adult and student perceptions to your survey questions would

drastically differ. We have used the Yondr bags for the past two years at our high school



but are moving to the phones being kept in lock boxes due to the annual revolving costs

of Yondr.”

● “Honestly, now that our students are used to the new expectations, we don't really get

much push back. I think, in many ways, it's a relief for kids.”

● “Increased socialization and interaction: Student to Student and Student to Teacher”

● “This is not necessarily a change, but a concern is that staff is not always uniform in

enforcing the cell phone ban. This creates issues where students may be utilizing them

in the classroom or they use the restroom more to try and cheat the system. It's not a

perfect system, but overall it is enforced pretty well.”

● “Kids actually talk with each other and laugh out loud in the lunchroom. There are no

school related issues with social media since February when we instituted the policy”

● “We have students check their cell phones into the office at the first bell. They can have

their phones at lunch time. They check them into the office after lunch. I highly

recommend limiting access to cell phones during school. It has limited a lot of frustration

on the part of teachers.”



SEM FACULTY THOUGHTS ON CELL PHONES

(1) I like the thought of not letting the students have their phones in the hallways, between
classes, and in the classrooms. 

 I think it would be expensive and time consuming to try and have the students turn in their 
phones everyday and we would need someone and some place to deal with this process. I don’t 
hate the idea; I just think it's a tough situation to manage.

Cell phones have never been a big problem in elementary, but I see and hear about the issues 
they cause in middle and high school. 

I think maybe going back to students only having their phones at breakfast and lunch might be a 
good idea. No hallways, classrooms or anywhere else in the school. 

I think the biggest problem we had back when it was this way was the school’s inconsistency 
with enforcement. The teachers who openly or secretly let their students use their phones 
created the issues and fights with inconsistency. I believe that it has to be an all or nothing 
situation if this is going to be effective. Teachers need to be consistent and supportive of the 
policy we put in place.  I liked the policy of if I see it or hear it it's going to the office policy. I also 
think that for repeat offenders the parents have to come get the phone before it is returned.

I think there will be a lot of push back on this at first, but if we are up front with the parents and 
students with our expectations and punishments for breaking the rules, we can have fewer 
issues next year. 

Smart watches need to be in the discussion along with any other devices that the students can 
use to cause problems.

I will reinforce and support whatever rules are set in place and I appreciate the effort to make 
our school a safer and more efficient place to learn for our kids.

No cell phones in classrooms.

No phones at all during school hours. Phones and apple watches can allow students to
access answers for tests and daily work.

No cell phones: - too distracting  - cause unnecessary drama  - issues with parents texting
students during class time

I hate them!  Zero tolerance in all classes & hallway.  They have computers/ipads that can
be used for technology. They are a distraction & can be a nuisance. I have attached another 
school’s policy.  When a sub is in the classroom they get told, “Oh, the teacher allows them.”

I think we should adopt a school-wide “no phones” policy where phones are not allowed into
the classrooms. They must remain in the students’ lockers aside from lunch time. If they are 
seen in a classroom, they are taken away and brought to the office. I tried using a phone pocket 
system this year and it was more stress/time spent on my end than anything. I had to stand by 
my phone packet at the beginning of every class and count and then play the “who hasn’t put 



their phone up” game for 5 minutes before anyone finally owned up. It was wasting class time 
and unfair to the students who do the right thing every time.
I understand there are times that phones are useful in the classroom, but more often than not, 
they are a hindrance. If a teacher wants a student to get their phone for something, they can 
have them go to their lockers and get it and then return it by the end of class.

Bathrooms are also becoming an issue with phones. Students will take their phones to the 
bathroom with them and sit and scroll on them for upward of 20 minutes before they come back 
to class. That is an issue as well as they are missing a lot of instructions.

Students do not need cell phones during the school day.  
My students have assigned iPads they can turn things in with.  
Most phones are causing massive behavior issues.
Parents can contact the school and not just tell the student they need to leave.
Phones can be on them but not out in class at all.

Compare with other schools. – what works   – what doesn’t work

I don’t think students should have phones in the classroom or hallway. The students are
taking control of the hallway and are constantly taking pictures of each other, not paying 
attention to where they are going, and hogging the entire hallway. I can barely walk to the copy 
machine without being squished against the wall.

Concern – Students are on their phone constantly in the hallways.

Concern – Students are watching tiktok and doing whatever else while in the bathrooms.

Students are constantly using the bathroom and drink excuses to be in the hallways and 
bathrooms playing on their phones.



K-12 EDUCATION

Nebraska School's New Phone Policy Keeps Them Out of Reach

Staff at Lincoln Southwest High School say student engagement and mental health immediately 
improved after they started requiring students to store their cellphones in pouches in a designated, out-
of-reach area.
July 25, 2022 

(TNS) — This fall, students at one Lincoln high school will have a much harder time firing off a 
stealthy pocket text or scrolling TikTok behind the shield of a Chromebook.

In a letter to parents on Tuesday, Lincoln Southwest Principal John Matzen announced a new 
cellphone policy in which students will have to place their phones in a designated area before 
class begins.

While all high schools and middle schools at Lincoln Public Schools prohibit phone use during 
class, Southwest is the first to designate specific spaces schoolwide for students to stash their 
devices.

"It's something that has been verbalized by teachers for years as a distraction to learning," he 
said.

Some teachers at Southwest have used the policy for years — and to great effect, Matzen said.

"This policy is really just a natural growth from what teachers were experimenting and working 
with over the years, where classroom to classroom we had different policies," he said.

In most rooms, the designated area will be hanging sleeves by the door in which students can 
drop their phones. Matzen said students can alternatively keep their phones in their lockers — 
or not bring them to school at all.

Students will still be allowed to use their phones during passing periods and lunch.

The district's one-to-one Chromebook program now allows each student to have access to 
digital content, Matzen said, making cellphones unnecessary for learning purposes.

"We have no real instructional purpose for those cellphones, and we know most of the time 
they're not being used for instruction, they're being used for entertainment," he said.

https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12


It will still be up to teachers to decide if phones would be helpful for a particular lesson. Students 
can also ask for an exception to the rule — like in the case of a personal family situation.

Southwest is not alone in looking at creative ways to eliminate electronic distractions from the 
classroom.

Last year, Weeping Water Public Schools began giving Yondr pouches to each student from 
grades 5-12 to store their phone during the school day.

The neoprene pouches — which some artists, like Jack White, have used at concerts to 
eliminate phone use — operate much like the magnetic security tags found at department 
stores.

When students walk into the building, they place their phone in the pouch and secure it at a 
magnetic locking station. They get to keep the pouch all day and unlock them only when they 
leave.

"It's been awesome," said Superintendent Kevin Reiman. "Our kids are more engaged in the 
classroom. Kids talk now at lunch instead of texting and having their nose in their phone the 
whole lunch period."

The first couple of weeks were difficult, Reiman said.

"Kids and adults are kind of addicted to their phones."

At Tri County Public Schools, middle and high school students also have their own Yondr 
pouches, which run about $20 a student.

Principal Ryan Clark said teachers were "at their wits' end" about kids using phones during 
class.

"It's an extension of them," he said.

So last fall, Clark introduced the pouch concept. The benefits became quickly evident.

"We noticed the improvement right away," he said. "Kids were engaged socially, verbally in 
face-to-face conversations."

Students have found creative ways to circumvent the rule — like dummy phones — but overall, 
the pouches work better than students putting them in their lockers or another area, Clark said. 
Teachers also conduct regular "pouch checks" to ensure compliance.

Clark is fielding "a ton" of phone calls and emails from other districts about the concept.

"The mental health of our students is the biggest benefit," he said.

At LPS, each middle school and high school has a certain degree of autonomy over their 
specific phone-usage guidelines, said Jessie Fries, director of secondary education.

Lincoln High School's student handbook, for example, recommends students leave devices in 
their lockers. The respective handbooks at Lincoln East and Lincoln Northeast state phones 
need to be off and out of sight during class. Schools also use a red-zone/green-zone policy to 
demarcate specific areas where phone usage is OK.



Rules at the middle school level are generally stricter, and students for the most part are asked 
to keep their phones at home or in lockers.

"It's really school-dependent," Fries said. "We encourage schools to talk through the policy and 
practice ... and what they want to happen in their buildings."

At the elementary school level, phones are considered "nuisance items" and LPS recommends 
parents keep their students' devices at home.

The consequences for phone infractions include confiscation, parent notification and detention, 
and differ building to building as well.

Matt Larson, LPS associate superintendent of instruction, said officials are looking at how to 
implement consistent practices and expectations across the district.

"We've heard from teachers that they would like there to be more consistency in buildings," 
Larson said.

The conversation about phones is interesting to Matzen, the Southwest principal. Generations 
upon generations grew up without cellphones, he notes. Back in the day, a phone call to the 
office sufficed when a parent needed to reach their child.

But the times are a-changing.

On top of phones, the pandemic and virtual learning changed the way students "think about 
their engagement with the classroom," Matzen said.

"Our hope is this will help them get their focus and attention back to instruction."



6025

Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices 

Students may use cellular phones or other electronic devices while at school, 
so long as they do so safely, responsibly and respectfully and comply with all 
other school rules while using these devices.  

By bringing their cell phones and other electronic communication devices to 
school, students consent to the search of said devices by school staff when 
permitted by law.

Students may not have cell phones or electronic devices on while they are in 
locker rooms, restrooms, or any other area in which others may have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy.  

The taking, disseminating, transferring, or sharing of obscene, pornographic, 
lewd, or otherwise illegal images or photographs, whether by electronic data 
transfer or otherwise (including things like texting, sexting, e-mailing, etc.) 
may constitute a crime under state and/or federal law.  Any person engaged 
in these activities while on school grounds, in a school vehicle or at a school 
activity will be subject to the disciplinary procedures of the student code of 
conduct.  

While on school property, at a school activity, or in a school vehicle, students 
may not use their cell phones or electronic devices to bully, harass, or 
intimidate any other person as governed by the student code of conduct.  

Students shall be personally and solely responsible for the security of their 
electronic devices.  The district is not responsible for theft, loss or damage of 
any electronic device, including or any calls or downloads.  

Students who violate this policy may have their cell phones or electronic 
devices confiscated immediately.  The administration will return confiscated 
devices to the parent or guardian of the offending student, after meeting with 
the parent or guardian to discuss the rule violation.  Students who violate this 
policy may, at the discretion of the school’s administration, be subject to 
additional discipline, up to and including suspension or expulsion. 

Adopted on: ___March 10, 2022_________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________



6025
Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices 

Students may NOT use cellular phones or other electronic devices while at 
school during school hours.  The use of personal electronic devices by students 
is NOT allowed on school property during the school day, this includes arrival 
for breakfast or morning meetings and classes. It includes ICU and detention, 
until the student is off school property at the end of the school day.

Students are highly discouraged from wearing smartwatches; if smartwatches 
are worn, they cannot be used for communication purposes.

Any student who is found to be in possession of any cellular phone, or other 
electronic device (AirPods, personally-owned tablet, gaming device, etc) 
during school hours is in violation of this policy and the student code of 
conduct.  

Staff who discover students in possession of a cellular phone or electronic 
device while at school during the school day will immediately confiscate the 
device and turn it into the administration.   

Disciplinary consequences :
1st, 2nd & 3rd offense: device taken away and the student can pick up at the 
end of the school day from the office.

After the third offense, a parent or legal guardian of the offending student 
must pick up the confiscated devices from the office in person. The 
administration will return the device to the parent or guardian, after meeting 
with the parent or guardian to discuss the rule violation. 

Students who repeatedly violate this policy may, at the discretion of the 
school’s administration, be subject to additional discipline, up to and including 
expulsion.

If the student brings the personal electronic device it must be powered off and 
stored in their locked locker prior to the start of the school day.  As in years 
past, the school is not responsible for the loss of personal items brought to 
school.

Students who need to have electronic devices in order to monitor health 
conditions will continue to follow their individualized plans.

Students who need to contact parents/guardians for emergency reasons may 
request to use the phone in the school office.



Parents/guardians who need to communicate immediate information with 
their student during school hours may contact the school office and a message 
will be shared with the student.

Adopted on: _________________________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: _______________________
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