
Agenda of Regular Meeting

The Board of Trustees
Belton Independent School District

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Belton Independent School District will 
be held February 2, 2026, beginning at 6:15 PM in the Pittenger Fine Arts Center, 400 
N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513. One or more tustees may participate via video 
conference.

The subjects to be discussed or considered or upon which any formal action may be 
taken are listed below. Items do not have to be taken in the same order as shown on 
the meeting notice.

1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Recognitions

A. Student Pledges - Chisholm Trail Elementary School

B. Student Showcase - Belton New Tech @Waskow Appeals Court

C. FFA Leadership Development State Qualifiers

D. Texas Music Educators Association All-State Orchestra

E. Texas Thespian National Qualifiers

F. Pathfinders

G. The Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award

H. Presentation of Child Safety Fees from the City of Belton         

I. Community Partner Recognition - Carlson Law Firm

J. School Board Appreciation Month
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3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda
4. Action Items

A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding the 

2024-2025 School Year Annual Comprehensive Financial Report

B. Consider, Discuss and Take Appropriate Action Regarding 

Approval of a Strategic Plan Charter

C. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action to Set At-Large 

Trustee Election for Saturday, May 2, 2026, and Approve the Order 

of Election

5. Reports
A. Mid-year Update: Goals & Key Progress Measures Report

B. Academic Progress Report 

C. Unlimited Tax School Building and Refunding Bonds, Series 2026 

Report

D. 2022 Bond Report

E. Board Committee Reports

1. Policy Committee

2. Budget Committee

3. Facilities Committee

F. Superintendent's Report

G. Board Highlights

6. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action
A. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

1. December 15, 2025 - Workshop Meeting

2. December 15, 2025 - Regular Meeting

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending December 31, 

2025

C. Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

D. Budget Amendment #4 for 2025-2026

E. Expenditures over $50,000

1. Renewal of CDW-G for Google Workspace
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172

180

196

201

210

217

219

224

249

251

253

2



2. Renewal of Soliant Health for Special Programs

3. Renewal of Growing Places Therapy for Special Programs 

4. Paragon Sports Constructors, Inc. for Tiger Field Synthetic Turf 

Replacement #2511-150-390

F. School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library 

Materials Purchase 

G. Region 10 ESC Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative

H. Contract with Bell County Office of Elections Administration for 

Election Services for the May 2, 2026 Trustee Election

I. Change Order #2 with CORE Construction for the Lake Belton 

Middle School 2022 Bond Project

J. Acceptance and Close-out of the Lake Belton Middle School 2022 

Bond Project and Approval of Final Payment

K. Change Order #3 with CORE Construction for the Southwest 

Elementary 2022 Bond Project

L. Acceptance and Close-out of the Southwest Elementary 2022 

Bond Project and Approval of Final Payment

M. Policy Update 126 - 2nd Reading

1. CJ(LOCAL): Contracted Services

2. CJA(LOCAL): Contracted Services Background Checks

3. DBD(LOCAL): Employment Requirements

4. DEC(LOCAL): Compensation & Benefits

5. DFBB(LOCAL): Term Contracts

6. DH(LOCAL): Employee Standards of Conduct

7. FFB(LOCAL): Student Welfare, Crisis Intervention

8. GF(LOCAL): Public Complaints

7. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items
8. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E)

A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082

B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074

C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071

255
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328

340
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9. Reconvene in Open Session
10. Adjourn 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item
February 2, 2026

Item: Recognitions

Contact Person: Christine Parks

Presented for: � Action    ☑ Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student.

Goal 4: Develop a district-wide culture of value, support, and growth amongst all students 
and staff.

Background Information: 

Student Pledges – Chisholm Trail Elementary School

This evening, the pledges were led by fourth graders Josiah Christopher Wilkerson and 
Theia Hernandez from Chisholm Trail Elementary School.

Josiah shared that outside of school he loves staying active as a three-sport athlete, 
currently participating in football, basketball and track. He also enjoys playing video games 
and building with Legos. His friends describe him as a strong leader who is always helpful.

Theia says her favorite subject is art, where she enjoys being creative and expressing 
herself. Outside of school, she loves spending time with her family, playing with friends and 
enjoying the outdoors. Her friends describe her as kind, fun and caring, with a big heart and 
a willingness to help others.

Student Showcase – Belton New Tech @Waskow Appeals Court

Tonight’s student showcase featured Belton New Tech @Waskow students Kaycee Piskorz 
and Isabelle Allen, who presented appellate arguments from opposing sides of a case at the 
state level.
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Both students are experienced members of the campus legal studies program and multi-
year state qualifiers in moot court and mock trial. They are currently competing as student 
appellate justices at the YMCA Youth and Government State Moot Court Competition in 
Round Rock.

These students are supported by their legal studies teacher, Dr. Mark Durfee.

FFA Leadership Development State Qualifiers

Tonight, we are recognizing 11 Lake Belton High School students who qualified for FFA 
Leadership Development Events at the state level.

Students competed in two events, demonstrating strong leadership, research, and 
communication skills. One group analyzed current agricultural issues through in-depth 
research and presentations, while another delivered programs designed to educate targeted 
audiences about the mission and impact of Texas FFA.

We congratulate these students on their success and thank their instructor, Allison Hall, for 
her leadership and support.

Texas Music Educators Association All-State Orchestra

Congratulations to Lake Belton High School senior Emily Jeong on being selected for the 
Texas Music Educators Association All-State Orchestra. This honor marks her fourth 
consecutive year earning All-State recognition, an outstanding achievement in one of the 
most competitive music programs in the state.

We commend Emily for her dedication and talent and thank her instructor, Jenna Burchell, 
for her guidance and support.

Texas Thespian National Qualifiers

Six Belton High School students earned national qualification through the Texas Thespian 
Excellence Awards, advancing to represent their program at the International Thespian 
Festival this summer after receiving superior ratings from all three state-level judges.

The program also celebrated a leadership milestone as junior Olivia McCrae was selected 
as a Texas Thespian State Festival Officer, becoming the sixth Belton High School student 
to serve in a state-level leadership role over the past seven years. State officers support 
more than 600 theatre troupes across Texas through festival planning and leadership 
workshops.

This achievement reflects strong program support, guided by their theatre instructor, Melissa 
Stuhff.
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Pathfinders

We are proud to celebrate four Belton ISD elementary students from James L. Burrell 
Elementary School and Lakewood Elementary School who were selected for the prestigious 
Pathfinder program.

This national initiative nurtures young mathematicians by supporting and inspiring 
exceptional mathematical talent from elementary school through high school, while 
providing expert guidance and access to advanced STEM enrichment opportunities.

The Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award

Belton ISD is proud to continue the Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award, which 
recognizes middle school students who exemplify the district’s core competencies.

This evening, we recognize Dylan Bourland, a student at South Belton Middle School, 
nominated for his outstanding character, exceptional maturity, and consistent demonstration 
of the Journey of a Graduate competencies.

Dylan is known as a proactive leader who takes initiative without being asked and brings a 
thoughtful awareness to everything he does. He is dependable, adaptable, and trusted by 
multiple staff members for his willingness to step in and help wherever needed. Dylan also 
demonstrates strong empathy and responsibility, often taking on tasks others avoid and 
doing so with respect and maturity.

Dylan’s actions reflect the qualities Belton ISD strives to instill in all students—initiative, 
collaboration, perseverance, and service to others. We are proud to honor him with the 
Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award.

Presentation of Child Safety Fees from the City of Belton

Belton ISD is grateful to Belton Mayor David K. Leigh and City Manager Sam Listi for the 
City of Belton’s continued support of student safety through its annual contribution to the 
district’s crossing guard program.

In Bell County, $1.50 from each vehicle registration is designated for child safety initiatives. 
Through a longstanding partnership, the City of Belton annually directs its portion of these 
funds to Belton ISD. This year, the district received $28,012.39, helping ensure safe school 
crossings for students across the district.

This ongoing collaboration reflects the shared commitment between the City of Belton and 
Belton ISD to student safety and well-being and highlights the impact of strong community 
partnerships.
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Community Partner Recognition – Carlson Law Firm

Belton ISD is proud to recognize Carlson Law Firm as a valued community partner 
supporting the Legal Studies pathway at Belton New Tech High @Waskow.

Through mentorship, internship opportunities, and hands-on learning experiences, Carlson 
Law Firm provides students with meaningful exposure to the legal profession. Attorneys also 
support curriculum enrichment through workshops, firm tours and authentic audiences for 
student presentations.

Belton ISD is grateful for Carlson Law Firm’s continued commitment to preparing students 
for future careers in the legal field.

School Board Appreciation Month

Throughout January 2026, the Big Red Community is recognizing Belton ISD’s Board of 
Trustees during School Board Recognition Month. These dedicated volunteers provide 
leadership and stewardship in support of students, staff, families and public education.

Belton ISD trustees help bridge the community and the classroom while guiding decisions 
that support meaningful learning experiences across the district. Over the past year, each 
trustee dedicated more than 100 volunteer hours to board meetings, committee work, and 
professional training, in addition to 65 hours attending campus events, graduations and 
meetings with state and local leaders.

Belton ISD’s Board of Trustees includes:

Manuel Alcozer, President (Area 5) – serving since 2018

Chris Flor, Vice President (Area 4) – serving since 2018

Erin Bass, Secretary (Area 2) – serving since 2021

Brandon Bozon, Trustee (At-Large) – serving since 2025

Riley Beck, Trustee (Area 3) – serving since 2025

Jeff Norwood, Trustee (Area 1) – serving since 2016

Rucker Preston, Trustee (At-Large) – serving since 2023

Belton ISD appreciates the time, leadership and commitment our trustees bring to serving 
the Big Red Community.
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Fiscal Implications:

None.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

None.
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Consider, Discuss and Take Appropriate Action Regarding the 2024-2025 Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The Board approved the engagement agreement with Pattillo, Brown, & Hill, LLP at the 
April 21, 2025, Regular Board Meeting to conduct the annual financial audit and report 
their findings for the year ending August 31, 2025. This is the firm’s thirteenth year 
conducting the audit for the District and Belton ISD’s seventh year preparing a 
comprehensive financial audit report. Kent Willis, audit manager, at Pattillo, Brown, & Hill, 
will share financial highlights of the audit report and report on their review of internal 
controls as part of their audit procedures. 

Fiscal Implications:

The Texas Education Agency, financial advisors, rating agencies, investors, and the 
public rely on the annual financial audit report to measure the financial strength of the 
District. 

Findings:

An unmodified opinion has been issued on the Independent Auditor’s Report for the basic 
financial statements that are accompanied by required supplementary and other 
information, including compliance for major federal programs.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for the 2024-2025 fiscal year as 
presented.
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January 26, 2026 
 
 
To the Board of Trustees and the Citizens of Belton Independent School District: 

 
We submit the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (“ACFR”) of the Belton Independent School District (the 
“District”) for the fiscal year ended August 31, 2025.  This report has been prepared to provide the Board of 
Trustees (the “Board”), citizens of the District, representatives of financial institutions and rating agencies, and 
other interested parties information concerning the financial condition of the District. 
 
The District’s management assumes full responsibility for the completeness and reliability of all information 

presented within the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report as a representation of the finances of the District. 

In order to provide a reasonable basis for making these representations, the management of the District has 
established a comprehensive internal control framework that is designed to protect the District’s assets from 
loss, theft or misuse.  Additionally, the internal control framework is designed to compile sufficient reliable 
information for the preparation of the District’s financial statements in conformity with GAAP.  The costs of 
internal controls should not outweigh their benefits, and as such the District’s comprehensive framework of 
internal controls has been designed to provide reasonable assurance rather than absolute assurance that the 

financial statements will be free from material misstatement.  To the best of our knowledge and belief, this 
financial report is complete and reliable in all material respects. 
 
The Annual Comprehensive Financial Report is presented in four sections: (1) introductory, (2) financial, (3) 
statistical and (4) federal awards.  The introductory section includes this transmittal letter, the District’s 
organizational chart and a list of principal officials.  The financial section includes Management’s Discussion and 

Analysis (“MD&A”), basic financial statements, budgetary comparison schedules, and combining and individual 
fund statements and other supplemental schedules, as well as the independent auditors’ report on the financial 
statements.  The MD&A is a narrative introduction, overview, and analysis to accompany the basic financial 

statements.  The District’s MD&A can be found immediately following the report of the independent auditors.  
This letter of transmittal is designed to complement the MD&A and should be read in conjunction with it. The 
statistical section consists of unaudited tables which reflect both financial and demographic information, 
generally presented on a multi-year basis.  The Federal Awards section includes the schedule of federal awards, 

auditor’s reports and the schedule of findings for both current and prior years. 
 
The financial statements of the District have been audited by Pattillo, Brown and Hill, L.L.P., a firm of licensed 
certified public accountants.  The goal of the independent audit is to provide reasonable assurance that the 
financial statements of the District are free of material misstatement.  The independent audit involves 
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements; 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management; and evaluating the 

overall financial statement presentation.  The independent auditors concluded, based upon the audit, that there 
was a reasonable basis for rendering an unmodified opinion and that the financial statements are fairly presented 
in conformity with GAAP. The independent auditors’ report is presented as the first component of the financial 
section of this report.   

 
The independent audit of the financial statements is part of a broader, federally mandated “Single Audit” 

designed to meet the special need of federal grantor agencies.  Governing standards require the independent 
auditor to report not only on the fair presentation of the financial statements, but also on the audited 
government’s internal controls and compliance with legal requirements, with special emphasis on internal 
controls and legal requirements involving the administration of federal awards.  These reports are available in 
the Federal Awards section of this Annual Comprehensive Financial Report. 
 
 

GOVERNING BODY 
 
The District is governed by a seven-member Board, each elected to serve staggered three-year terms of office.  
Board officers are elected by the members of the Board. 
 

21



        

 

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 269 · Belton, TX 76513-0269 · (254) 215-2006 · Fax: (254) 215-2008 

 

 

 

ii 

Regular meetings are scheduled for the third Monday of the month and are held in the Pittenger Fine Arts Center.  
Special called meetings, committee meetings, and workshop sessions are scheduled as needed and announced 
to the public in compliance with public notice requirements. 
 
The Board is charged with the responsibility of providing the finest educational program possible for the students 

in the District.  The Board makes all final decisions regarding school District priorities, policies, personnel, 
expenditures, and growth management.  The Board adopts a budget which is necessary to maintain and operate 
the schools, levy taxes to support the budget, and submit bond issues to the citizens of the District to finance 
construction projects. 
 
 
THE DISTRICT AND ITS SERVICES 

 

Belton Independent School District is a destination school district in Texas serving 198.6 square miles including 
the cities of Belton, Morgan’s Point Resort, part of Temple, and unincorporated areas of Bell County. As a 
destination District for many families, Belton ISD has maintained an exceptional reputation for academic 
excellence, innovative programs, and an abundance of extracurricular opportunities.  
 
Over 13,700 students are enrolled at 20 campuses, including two traditional high schools (grades 9–12), one 

non-traditional high school (grades 9–12), four middle schools (grades 6–8), eleven elementary schools (grades 
PK–5), one prekindergarten campus, one alternative education program (DAEP) and one special needs 
transitioning to adult campus (DELTA).  
 
The Belton ISD vision and values and beliefs are adopted by the Board of Trustees. 
 

Vision 
 
Empower each and every learner to pursue their dreams and enrich their communities. 

 
Values and Beliefs 
  
Each and Every – We believe each and every student deserves exceptional experiences according to their unique 

needs and passions. 
 
Innovation – We believe in igniting and supporting innovative thinking and problem solving in our students and 
staff. 
 
Continuous Improvement – We believe a mindset of continuous improvement should be modeled by our staff 
and cultivated in classrooms. 

 
Community Engagement – We believe that the learning experiences of our students are enhanced through the 
engagement of our community. 
 

Learning Space – We believe well designed and maintained facilities positively impact student learning and staff 
efficacy. 

 
Engaged Workforce – We believe a thriving staff will be able to create exceptional learning experiences for each 
and every student. 
 
Inspiring Instruction – We believe instructional design can empower students and ignite a passion for learning. 
 
Belton ISD community members, students, and staff developed and designed a Journey of a Graduate that 

articulates the community’s collective aspirations for each and every student in Belton ISD. This work will inform 
the Board of Trustees in setting direction for the future. 
 
Journey of a Graduate is comprised of the following six competencies: 
 
Adaptability: A BISD learner adjusts to challenging conditions, with agility and flexibility. 
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Collaboration: A BISD learner respects and uses strengths to build a collective commitment toward common 
goals. 
 
Communication: A BISD learner articulates thoughts and ideas effectively using multiple modes of 
communication. 

 
Critical Thinking: A BISD learner gathers, analyzes, and reflects on information in order to solve problems and 
make informed decisions. 
 
Empathy: A BISD learner demonstrates sensitivity, concern and respect towards others’ feelings and 
experiences. 
 

Perseverance: A BISD learner embraces that failure is a part of the learning process and continues to work 

towards goals despite difficulty and/or opposition. 
 
 
ECONOMIC INFORMATION 
 
The city of Belton is a quaint and charming community founded in 1850 along the famous Chisholm Trail. 

Downtown Belton features the magnificent Bell County Courthouse; the historic Bell County Museum; a parade 
of beautiful historic homes; the oldest family-owned department store in Texas founded in 1869, Cochran, Blair, 
and Potts; and the oldest continuously operating college in the state, the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, 
chartered in 1845 by the Republic of Texas. 
 
Belton is growing, a trend that is projected to continue over the next decade and beyond. With its central 

location in the rapidly growing Texas triangle between San Antonio and Dallas, the metro area is primed to grow 
faster than any other second-tier Texas region outside the Texas/Mexico border (Belton Economic Development 
Corporation). 

 
According to the 2020 population count from the U.S. Census Bureau, Bell County saw a 24% increase in 
population over the last decade. 
 

The area boasts several institutions of higher learning offering a variety of educational opportunities, from 
technical training to advanced degrees. These universities support the educational needs demanded by the 
different growing industries in Central Texas. More than 1,000 students graduate each year from these 
institutions joining the labor pool available in the region. 
 
Belton’s location in the center of the Temple-Killeen-Ft Cavazos MSA provides easy access to the region’s over 
509,487 population. The military, government, medical/healthcare services, manufacturing/distribution, 

agricultural/agribusiness, retail trade and business IT consulting services are thriving industry sectors in this 
MSA that continue to be a major economic influence. 
 
Belton holds the Bell County seat and is also home to the Cadence Bank Center and Bell County Museum. 

Employment growth in Belton has outpaced the Killeen-Temple-Fort Cavazos MSA, the nearby Waco MSA and 
the state of Texas in recent years. The Belton metro area offers a young, skilled, and reliable labor pool with a 

tremendous supply of available talent for part-time and shift occupations. Nearby is Fort Hood, recently renamed 
from Fort Cavazos, one of the largest military installations in the world. Separating and retiring soldiers provide 
area employers with a supply of highly trained workers with excellent work ethics.  
 
The median price for homes in the local market increased more than 9 percent during the year, and the total 
taxable value of property within the District increased approximately 11 percent. 
 

 
LONG TERM FACILITY PLANNING 
 
Belton ISD was growing at a fast rate in previous years, but that growth is slowing. The District has been focused 
on accommodating that growth along with maintaining current schools and District facilities. A comprehensive 
facilities assessment was conducted in 2021 to analyze the condition and needs of all District-owned facilities 

and assist with long-term facilities planning. As a result of the accelerated growth and aging and evolving needs 23
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of current facilities, the District commissioned a Bond Exploration Committee in September 2021 to study current 
and future needs for facility planning in BISD.   
 
The Bond Exploration Committee (comprised of nearly 70 community members) prioritized a list of projects that 
were recommended to the superintendent, which was presented to the Board of Directors on January 24, 2022.  

At a special meeting on February 15, 2022, the board voted unanimously to call for a bond election to be held 
on May 7, 2022.  The proposal was presented to voters in two separate propositions on the ballot.  Proposition 
A totaled $168,825,000 and included two new elementary schools, a Delta Program facility, Southwest 
Elementary additions, expansion of fine arts facilities at Lake Belton Middle School, new buses, an additional 
agriculture facility, improvement to Belton High School, and New Tech at Waskow, and various infrastructure 
upgrades.  Proposition B totaled $5,000,000 for technology devices and equipment.  Both propositions were 
approved by voters. 

The construction of James Burrell Elementary was completed and opened in January 2024. The construction of 
Hubbard Branch Elementary was completed and opened in August 2024. In addition, construction of major 

renovation and addition projects at Southwest Elementary, Lake Belton Middle School and Belton High School were 
substantially completed by August 2024.  Southwest Elementary now has additional classroom space, a new 
gymnasium, and new music and art rooms, while Lake Belton Middle School now has a new band hall and new 
athletic gym vestibule, athletic training room and locker room. The 2022 Bond also included funding for CTE and 
Fine Arts Additions at Belton High School, as well as upgrades for existing CTE spaces.   

 
REPORT INFORMATION 
 
The Annual Comprehensive Financial Report is prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP) and in conformance with standards of financial reporting established by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) using guidelines recommended by the Government Finance Officers 

Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA).  All funds of the District are covered by this report.  The 
District’s financial policies address accounting and fiscal operations of the District, with an emphasis on asset, 
procurement, and budget management. 
 
Belton ISD was awarded a Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Association of School Business 
Officials International (ASBO) for its comprehensive annual financial report for the fiscal year ended August 31, 
2024. This award certified that the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report substantially conformed to the 

principles and standards of financial reporting as recommended and adopted by that organization. This was the 
sixth year the District received the Certificate of Excellence. We believe our current report continues to conform 
to the Certificate of Excellence program requirements, and we are submitting it to ASBO to determine its 
eligibility for another certificate.  
 
The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) awards a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting (COA). This national award recognizes individual governments that evidence the spirit of 

transparency and full disclosure in the annual comprehensive financial report. The District was awarded a 

Certificate of Achievement for the sixth year. We believe our current report meets the Certificate of Achievement 
program requirements, and we are submitting it to the GFOA to determine its eligibility. 
 
The District maintains budgetary controls, and the objective is to ensure compliance with legal provisions 
embodied in the annual budget approved by the District’s Board of Trustees.  The annual expenditure budget 

serves as the foundation for the District’s financial planning and control.  Every school District in Texas is 
required, by law, to prepare and file a budget with the Texas Education Agency (TEA).  The board legally adopts 
a budget for the General Fund, Debt Service Fund, and Child Nutrition Fund.  Budgets for Special Revenue Funds 
(other than Child Nutrition) and Capital Projects Funds are prepared on a project basis, based on grant 
regulations or applicable bond ordinances. 
 
Budgetary control (the level at which expenditures cannot legally exceed appropriations) is mandated at the 

functional category level within each fund. These functional categories are defined by TEA and identify the 
purpose of transactions. The District also maintains an encumbrance accounting system as one technique of 
accomplishing budgetary control.  Encumbered amounts lapse at year end unless specifically identified for 

rollover into the next fiscal year. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
Board of Trustees 
Belton Independent School District 
Belton, Texas 

 
 
Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Opinions 
 

 We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of Belton Independent School District, as of and for the year ended August 

31, 2025, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise Belton Independent 
School District’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.   
 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of Belton Independent School District, as of August 31, 2025, and the respective changes in financial 
position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 

of America. 
 

Basis for Opinions 
 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those standards are further 
described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Financial Statements section of our report. We are 
required to be independent of Belton Independent School District and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, 
in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence 
we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

 
Emphasis of Matter - Change of Accounting Principle 

 
As described in the notes to the financial statements, in fiscal year 2025 Belton Independent School 

District adopted new accounting guidance, Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 
101, Compensated Absences. Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter. 

 
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

 Belton Independent School District’s management is responsible for the preparation and fair 

presentation of these financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America; and for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to 
the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 
 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions 
or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about Belton Independent School District’s 

ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement due date, including any 
currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter. 
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Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole 

are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes 

our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is 
not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards will 
always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting 
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional 
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there 
is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a 
reasonable user based on the financial statements. 

 
In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we: 
 
• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.  

 
• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 

fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures 

include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. 
 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the District’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

 
• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 

accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements. 
 

• Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, 
that raise substantial doubt about the District’s ability to continue as a going concern for a 

reasonable period of time. 
 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, 
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control–related matters 
that we identified during the audit. 
 

Required Supplementary Information 
 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management’s 
discussion and analysis and other required supplementary information, as listed in the table of contents, be 
presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management 
and, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the GASB, who considers it to be an 
essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, 

economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary 
information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which 
consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the 
information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and 

other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion 
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient 
evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

 
Supplementary Information 
 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise Belton Independent School District’s basic financial statements. The combining statements, required 
TEA schedules, and the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards, as required by the audit requirements of 

Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, 
and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance), are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements.  
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Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The information has 
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain 

additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying 

accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America. In our opinion, the combining statements, required TEA schedules, and the Schedule 
of Expenditures of Federal Awards are fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial 
statements as a whole. 
 
Other Information Included in the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report  

Management is responsible for the other information included in the annual comprehensive financial 
report (ACFR). The other information comprises the introductory section and statistical section but does not 
include the financial statements and our auditor's report thereon. Our opinions on the basic financial statements 
do not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance thereon.  

 
In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 

information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information and the basic 

financial statements, or the other information otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the 
work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of the other information exists, we are 
required to describe it in our report. 

 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 26, 

2026 on our consideration of Belton Independent School District’s internal control over financial reporting and 
on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and 
other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an 
audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering Belton Independent School 
District’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.  

 
Waco, Texas 
January 26, 2026 
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
 
 

 

 This section of the Belton Independent School District’s annual comprehensive financial report 
presents management’s narrative overview and analysis of the District’s financial performance during the 
fiscal year ended August 31, 2025. Please read it in conjunction with the District’s financial statements, which 
begin on page 12. 
 
 
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
• The assets and deferred outflows of resources of the District exceeded its liabilities and 

deferred inflows of resources at the close of the most recent fiscal year by $52,541,126 (net 
position).  

 
• The District’s net position decreased by $235,778 as a result of this year’s operations which 

was a decrease of approximately 95% from the decrease in the prior year.  

 
• As of the close of the current fiscal year, the District’s governmental funds reported 

combined ending fund balances of $79,591,867, a decrease of $11,794,649 in comparison 
with the prior year. This decrease is primarily a result of the District spending down bond 
funds in its capital projects fund, as well as a budgeted decrease in the General Fund. 

 

• The General Fund ended the year with a fund balance of $33,606,061, a decrease of 
$2,546,824 from prior year. 

 
• The resources available for appropriation were $503,672 more than budgeted for the 

General Fund, primarily driven by higher-than-expected miscellaneous local revenues and 
state funding entitlements. 

 

• The total cost of the District’s programs was $188,898,351 in this fiscal year, compared to 
the previous year’s cost of $198,384,292, a decrease of $9,485,941. 

 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

The table below summarizes the major features of the District’s financial statements, including the 
portion of the District government they cover and the types of information they contain. The remainder of this 
overview section of management’s discussion and analysis explains the structure and contents of each 
statement. 
 
 This annual report consists of a series of financial statements. The government-wide financial 
statements include the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities. These provide information 

about the activities of the District as a whole and present a long-term view of the District’s property and 
obligations and other financial matters. They reflect the flow of total economic resources in a manner similar 
to the financial reports of a business enterprise. 
 

 Fund financial statements report the District’s operations in more detail than the government-wide 
statements by providing information about the District’s most significant funds. For governmental activities, 
these statements tell how services were financed in the short-term, as well as what resources remain for 

future spending. They reflect the flow of current financial resources and supply the basis for tax levies and the 
appropriations budget. The remaining statements, fiduciary statements, provide financial information about 
activities for which the District acts solely as a trustee. 
 
 The notes to the financial statements provide narrative explanations or additional data needed for full 
understanding of the government-wide statements and the fund financial statements. 

 
 The combining statements for nonmajor funds are presented immediately following the required 
supplementary information and contain even more information about the District’s individual funds. In addition 
to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain required 
supplementary information that provides a budgetary schedule for the General Fund. The sections labeled TEA 
Required Schedules and Federal Awards Section contain data used by monitoring or regulatory agencies. 

 45



 

  5 

Type of Statements Government-Wide Governmental Funds Fiduciary Funds 

Scope 

Entire district’s government 

(except fiduciary funds) and 
the district’s component 
units 

The activities of the district that are 
not proprietary or fiduciary  

Instances in which the 

district is the trustee or 
agent for someone else's 
resources 

Required Financial 

Statements 

Statement of net position, 

Statement of activities 

Balance sheet, Statement of 
revenues, expenditures & changes 
in fund balance 

Statement of fiduciary net 
position, Statement of 

changes in fiduciary net 
position 

Accounting basis 
and measurement 
focus 

Accrual accounting and 
economic resources focus 

Modified accrual accounting and 
current financial resources focus 

Accrual accounting and 
economic resources focus 

Type of 
asset/liability 
information 

All assets and liabilities, 
both financial and capital, 
short-term and long-term 

Only assets expected to be used up 
and liabilities that come due during 
the year or soon thereafter; no 
capital assets included 

All assets and liabilities, 
both short-term and long-
term; the Agency's funds 
do not currently contain 
capital assets, although 
they can 

Type of deferred 
outflows/inflows 

A consumption or 
acquisition of net assets 
applicable to a future period 

A consumption or acquisition of 
fund balance applicable to a future 
period 

A consumption or 
acquisition of net assets 
applicable to a future 
period 

Type of 
inflows/outflows 
information 

All revenues and expenses 
during year, regardless of 
when cash is received or 
paid 

Revenues for which cash is received 
during or soon after the end of the 
year; expenditures when goods or 
services have been received and 
payment is due during the year or 
soon thereafter 

All revenues and expenses 
during year, regardless of 
when cash is received or 
paid 

 

Reporting the District as a Whole 
 

The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities 

 
 The analysis of the District’s overall financial condition and operations begins with the statement of net 

position and statement of activities. Their primary objective is to show whether the District is better off 
or worse off as a result of the year’s activities. The Statement of Net Position includes all the District’s 
assets, deferred outflows (inflows) of resources and liabilities while the Statement of Activities includes 
all the revenue and expenses generated by the District’s operations during the year. These apply the 
accrual basis of accounting, which is the same method used by most private sector companies. 

 
 All of the current year’s revenue and expenses are taken into account regardless of when cash is 

received or paid. The District’s revenue is divided into those provided by outside parties who share the 
costs of some programs, such as tuition received from students from outside the District and grants 
provided by the U. S. Department of Education to assist children with disabilities or from disadvantaged 

backgrounds (program revenue), and general revenue provided by the taxpayers or by TEA in 
equalization funding processes (general revenue). All of the District’s assets and deferred outflows 

(inflows) of resources are reported whether they serve the current year or future years. Liabilities and 
deferred inflows of resources are considered regardless of whether they must be paid in the current or 
future years. 

 
 These two statements report the District’s net position and changes in them. The District’s net position 

(the difference between assets, deferred outflows (inflows) of resources and liabilities) provide one 

measure of the District’s financial health or financial position. Over time, increases or decreases in the 
District’s net position are one indicator of whether its financial health is improving or deteriorating. To 
fully assess the overall health of the District, however, you should consider nonfinancial factors as well, 
such as changes in the District’s average daily attendance or its property tax base and the condition of 
the District’s facilities. 
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 In the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities, the District has one kind of activity: 
 
 Governmental Activities – All of the District’s basic services are reported here, including 

instruction, counseling, co-curricular activities, food services, transportation, maintenance, 

community services and general administration. Property taxes, tuition, fees, and state and 
federal grants finance most of these activities. 

 
Reporting the District’s Most Significant Funds 
 

Fund Financial Statements 
 

 The Fund financial statements begin on page 15 and provide detailed information about the most 
significant funds – not the District as a whole. Laws and contracts require the District to establish some 
funds, such as grants received under ESEA Title I from the U. S. Department of Education. The District’s 
administration establishes many other funds to help it control and manage money for particular 
purposes (like campus activities). The District has two fund types - governmental and fiduciary. 

 

 Governmental Funds – The District reports most of its basic services in governmental 

funds. These funds use modified accrual accounting (a method that measures the receipt 
and disbursement of cash and all other financial assets that can be readily converted to 
cash) and they report balances that are available for future spending. The governmental 
fund statements provide a detailed short-term view of the District’s general operations and 
the basic services it provides. We describe the differences between governmental activities 
(reported in the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities) and 

governmental funds in reconciliation schedules following each of the governmental fund 
financial statements. 

 
 Fiduciary Funds – The District is the trustee, or fiduciary, for money raised by student 

activities. All of the District’s fiduciary activities are reported in separate Statements of 
Fiduciary Net Position. We exclude these resources from the District’s other financial 
statements because the District cannot use them to support its operations. The District is 

only responsible for holding the assets reported in these funds. 
 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
 

The notes provide additional information that is essential to a complete understanding of the data 
provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements. 

 
Required Supplementary Information 
 

The required supplementary information includes budgetary comparison information and pension and 
other postemployment benefits (OPEB) information. 
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE DISTRICT AS A WHOLE 
 

The following analysis focuses on the net position (Table 1) and changes in net position (Table 2) of 

the District’s governmental activities. 

 
Net position of the District’s governmental activities decreased from $55,628,887 to $52,541,126, 

indicating a reduction in the District’s financial position. Unrestricted net position – the part of net position that 
can be used to finance day-to-day operations without constraints established by debt covenants, enabling 
legislation, or other legal requirements – was ($34,430,418) at August 31, 2025. This deficit is not an 
indication that the District has insufficient resources available to meet financial obligations next year, but 
rather the result of having long-term commitments that are more than currently available resources. The 

decline in net position was driven largely by an $8.8 million reduction in current assets and other assets as bond 
cash proceeds continued to be depleted. This was offset by a $9.9 million decrease in long-term liabilities, 
though that gain was reduced by a $2.9 million increase in compensated absences. 
 

%

2025 2024 Change

Current and other assets 103,552,720$   112,434,980$   (8)%       

Capital assets 434,023,475     432,244,291     0 %       

      Total assets 537,576,195     544,679,271     (1)%       

Deferred outflows of resources 33,782,702       40,873,961       (17)%      

Long-term liabilities 469,203,577     476,239,396     (1)%       

Other liabilities 22,359,790       19,011,830       18 %      

      Total liabilities 491,563,367     495,251,226     (1)%       

Deferred inflows of resources 27,254,404       34,673,119       (21)%      

Net position:

   Net investment in capital assets 67,076,165       66,736,585       1 %       

   Restricted 19,895,379       16,849,594       18 %      

   Unrestricted (34,430,418)     (27,957,292)     (23)%      

         Total net position 52,541,126$     55,628,887$     (6)%       

Governmental Activities

TABLE 1

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

NET POSITION
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%

2025 2024 Change

REVENUES

   Program revenues:

      Charges for services 6,275,468$       6,077,253$       3 %        

      Operating grants and contributions 21,911,904       26,493,786       (17)%       

      Capital grants and contributions 1,636,695         -                  100 %     

   General revenues:

      Maintenance and operations taxes 45,970,527       42,935,445       7 %        

      Debt service taxes 23,944,583       22,266,996       8 %        

      Grants and contributions not restricted 85,639,472       89,680,268       (5)%        

      Investment earnings 2,845,299         5,567,162        (49)%       

      Miscellaneous 438,625           398,125           10 %       

            Total revenues 188,662,573     193,419,035     (2)%        

EXPENSES

   Instruction 91,967,003       97,626,153       (6)%        

   Instructional resources and media services 1,764,242         2,277,088        (23)%       

   Curriculum and instructional staff development 5,012,240         5,021,707        (0)%        

   Instructional leadership 2,681,232         2,745,405        (2)%        

   School leadership 8,973,855         9,270,808        (3)%        

   Guidance, counseling and evaluation services 7,589,212         8,278,551        (8)%        

   Social work services 407,438           632,677           (36)%       

   Health services 2,225,588         2,374,731        (6)%        

   Student (pupil) transportation 6,306,879         7,132,659        (12)%       

   Food services 8,932,504         8,935,223        (0)%        

   Co-curricular/extra curricular activities 8,034,444         8,333,433        (4)%        

   General administration 4,659,902         4,529,868        3 %        

   Plant maintenance and operations 15,414,867       15,404,126       0 %        

   Security and monitoring services 3,656,700         3,507,477        4 %        

   Data processing services 5,478,425         6,316,910        (13)%       

   Community services 167,928           33,187             406 %     

   Debt service - interest on long-term debt 14,016,369       14,429,604       (3)%        

   Payments related to shared services 

      arrangements 369,310           346,218           7 %        

   Payments to Tax Increment Fund 493,459           478,695           3 %        

   Other intergovernmental charges 746,754           709,772           5 %        

            Total expenses 188,898,351     198,384,292     (5)%        

CHANGE IN NET POSITION (235,778)          (4,965,257)       (95)%       

NET POSITION, BEGINNING 55,628,887       60,594,144       (8)%        

RESTATEMENT - CHANGE IN ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLE (2,851,983)       -                  

NET POSITION, ENDING 52,541,126$     55,628,887$     (6)%        

Governmental Activities

TABLE 2

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHANGES IN NET POSITION

 
 

 The district's total revenue fell by $4.7 million, largely driven by the loss of ESSER federal funds and 
investment earnings from bond proceeds. 
 

Total expenditures for governmental activities decreased $9.5 million from last year. This was 

primarily due to a $5.6 million net reduction in instructional expenses, from savings of $2.4 million in payroll 
reductions netted with a pay increase and $3.1 million of start-up costs for campuses impacted by 
construction paid from bond funds. 
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE DISTRICT’S FUNDS 
 

General Fund revenue decreased $891,253 from the prior year from decreased state & local property 

tax funding. General Fund expenditures decreased by $2,590,760 across multiple functions due to staffing and 

operating budget reductions. The net decrease to fund balance was $2,546,824. 
 
The Debt Service Fund revenue increased $2,079,915 over the previous year from increased property 

tax revenues and state entitlements for homestead exemption increases. Expenditures increased $879,530 
due to an increase in debt service requirements for the current year. The net increase to fund balance was 
$3,782,531. 

 

The Capital Projects Fund revenue decreased $3,466,678 in investment earnings. Expenditures 
significantly reduced by $84,470,451, as construction projects are either completed or nearing completion. 
The net decrease to fund balance was $12,533,269. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND BUDGETARY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Over the course of the past year, the Board of Trustees amended the District's budget and approved 
several changes in appropriations. Significant budget amendments are described in the notes to the required 
budgetary schedules. 
 

In the current year, the district adopted a deficit budget of $8,156,903. Total revenues increased $1.9 
million from budget adoption. Local revenues reduced $540,000 from lower-than-expected property tax 

collections and increased investment earnings. State entitlement compensated for the decreased property tax 
collections mentioned above and increased TRS On-behalf payments led to $1,670,000 increase in state 
program revenues. Federal Medicare reimbursements increased federal program revenues by $300,000. In 
addition, the district realized $1,600,000 from selling property during the year. 
 

The district aggressively reduced budgeted expenditures $7.5 million going into the 2024-2025 school 
year. Actual spending of supply budgets slowed as well. These reduction efforts led to $1.5 million in savings 

in payroll and supply budgets. This combined with the revenue increases mentioned above lessened the 
negative impact on the fund balance by $5.6 million. 

 
Actual revenues exceeded the final budget by $503,672 and actual expenditures were less than the 

final budget by $4,212,440, respectively. Positive variances were widespread. 
 

 
FUND BALANCES 
 

Fund balance is the accumulated excess of revenues over expenditures during the life of a school 
District. At any given point, the amount in fund balance represents the difference between governmental fund 
assets and liabilities. Although fund balance may change drastically during the business cycle of a school 
District, the standard measuring point is at the fiscal year end. 

 
The amount maintained in fund balance is critical. First, such balances indicate financial stability. This 

is especially important when the District issues bonds. Second, by maintaining this balance at August 31, 
operations can continue without requiring debt until state funds and taxes are received. State funds are 

generally received in the first three and last five months of the fiscal year. Local property taxes are received 
primarily from early October through the end of January. The Appraisal District mails tax statements in early 
October. 

 
The District records five types of fund balance categories. The non-spendable portion of General Fund 

balance may be comprised of inventories and prepaid items that cannot be converted to cash and spent. 
Restricted fund balance is the amount that is restricted to a specific purpose. The constraint on the use of 
these funds is externally imposed by creditors, grantors, contributors, laws and regulations. Committed fund 
balance is the amount that can only be used for specific purposes that the Board of Trustees determines 

through formal action. Assigned fund balance is the amount that the District intends to use on a specific 
purpose. The Superintendent or designee has the authority to assign fund balance and does not need formal 
board approval. The remaining fund balance is unassigned and may be used for any purpose without 
constraints.  
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The General Fund unassigned fund balance of $33,492,036 is equivalent to approximately 2.7 months 
of expenditures. The unassigned fund balance minimizes the likelihood that the District would be required to 
enter the short-term debt market to pay for current operating expenditures.  

 

 
CAPITAL ASSETS AND LONG-TERM LIABILITIES 
 
Capital Assets 
 

At the end of 2025, the District had approximately $434 million invested in a broad range of capital 
assets, including instructional facilities and equipment, transportation facilities and equipment, athletic 

facilities, and administrative and maintenance buildings and equipment.  
 
Accumulated activity for the fiscal year-ended August 31, 2025 is as follows: 
 

Additions to capital assets 16,714,202$       

Decreases/reclassifications to capital assets (4,026,130)         

Depreciation expense (14,286,717)        

Accumulated Depreciation Disposed 3,377,829           

   Net increase to capital assets 1,779,184$         
 

 

This amount represents a net increase of approximately $1.78 million which is due to the additions to 
capital assets exceeding the depreciation expense for the year-ended August 31, 2025. Depreciation is 
comparable to prior year. The District expects total assets to increase in the coming years as construction 
continues with new bond funding. 

 
More detailed information about the District’s capital assets is presented in Note II-E in the notes to 

the financial statements. 
 

Long-term Liabilities 
 

At year-end, the District had $469,203,577 in bonds, leases outstanding, software agreements, net 

pension liability (NPL) and net OPEB liability versus $476,239,396 in the prior year. This decrease is primarily 
due to a decrease in long-term debt. 

 
More detailed information about the District’s long-term liabilities is presented in Note II-H in the 

notes to the financial statements. 
 
 

ECONOMIC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR’S BUDGETS AND RATES 
 

 Belton Independent School District is located along the 1-35 corridor and part of the Killeen -Temple-
Fort Hood metropolitan area. The community's rapid growth is supported by a mild climate, a low cost of 
living, and proximity to regional medical facilities, an airport, and various recreational lakes. While the District 
continues to see significant residential development in its northwest and southwest sectors, student 
enrollment saw a slight year-over-year decrease of 1%. Moving forward, the district projects low-to-moderate 
enrollment growth over the next five years. 

 
 In response to widespread budgetary pressures and economic uncertainty at both the state and 
federal levels, Belton ISD has taken a proactive approach to fiscal management. While the District maintains 
healthy fund balances in its General and Debt Service funds, leadership has aggressively implemented 
expenditure reductions: 
 

• FY 2024-2025: $7.5 million in budgeted reductions. 

 
• FY 2025-2026: An additional $5.6 million in planned reductions. 

 
• FY 2026-2027: Additional efficiencies are anticipated. 

 
 To further protect taxpayers, the district has utilized the early retirement of high-interest bonds. This 
strategy reduces future debt service obligations and allows the Interest and Sinking (I&S) rate to remain 

stable, regardless of future fluctuations in assessed property values. 
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On August 11, 2023, the District issued $166,240,000 in Unlimited Tax School Building Bonds (Series 2022). 
These voter-approved funds are dedicated to: 
 

• New Facilities: Construction of two elementary schools and new agricultural and Delta program 

facilities. 
 

• Renovations: Upgrades to Belton High School, Southwest Elementary, and Lake Belton Middle School. 
 

• District-wide Infrastructure: Safety and security enhancements, technology device refreshes, and bus 
purchases. As of August 31, 2025, the District remains committed to $10,758,022 in remaining 
expenditures to complete these projects. 

 
 The 86th Texas Legislature passed a school finance bill, House Bill 3, in 2019 that mandated a 
decrease in the tier 1 portion of the maintenance and operations tax rate. The tax rate is further compressed 
for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. However, to address recovery needs from the May 2024 storms, the Board 
approved a $0.0317 one-time increase to the tier 2 maintenance and operations tax rate as authorized by tax 
code section 26.042(e) to cover costs of damages from the disaster. The resulting tax rates for the 2025-26 

school year are $0.7869 for maintenance and operations and $0.3625 for debt service rate a total tax rate of 

$1.1494. 
 
 The district's net taxable property value for the 2025-2026 school year budget decreased 
approximately 3% from the previous year due to a 40% increase in the homestead exemption passed by the 
89th legislature. Through disciplined planning and strategic reductions, the 2025-2026 General Fund budget 
was adopted as a balanced budget. 

 
 
CONTACTING THE DISTRICT’S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
 
 This financial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, customers, investors and creditors 
with a general overview of the District’s finances and to show the District’s accountability for the money it 
receives. If you have questions about this report or need additional financial information, contact the District’s 

business office at Belton Independent School District, P.O. Box 269, Belton, Texas 76513. 
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EXHIBIT A-1

Data
Control Governmental
Codes Activities

ASSETS
1110 Cash and cash equivalents 94,312,829$            
1220 Delinquent property taxes receivables 2,513,445                
1230 Allowance for uncollectible taxes (1,156,185)               
1240 Due from other governments 7,532,132                
1290 Other receivables (net) 296                         
1300 Inventories 350,203                   

Capital assets:
1510   Land 12,521,512              
1520   Buildings and improvements, net 302,807,987            
1530   Furniture and equipment, net 13,191,133              
1553   Right to use assets - SBITA, net 930,902                   
1559   Right to use assets - equipment, net 433,255                   

1580   Construction in progress 104,138,686            

1000             Total assets 537,576,195            

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES
1701 Deferred loss on bond refunding 2,045,153                
1705 Deferred outflow related to NPL 13,651,715              

1706 Deferred outflow related to OPEB 18,085,834              

1700             Total deferred outflows of resources 33,782,702              

LIABILITIES
2110 Accounts payable 10,131,961              
2140 Interest payable 654,927                   
2150 Payroll deductions and withholdings 1,321,877                
2160 Accrued wages payable 6,680,826                
2180 Due to other governments 3,176,212                
2300 Unearned revenue 393,987                   

Noncurrent liabilities: 
    Due within one year

2501         Long-term debt 10,710,922              
2501         Compensated absences 722,881                   

    Due in more than one year
2502         Long-term debt 377,258,152            
2502         Compensated absences 2,168,641                
2502         Arbitrage liability 3,687,170                
2540         Net pension liability 44,620,065              

2545         Net OPEB liability 30,035,746              

2000             Total liabilities 491,563,367            

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES
2601 Deferred gain on bond refunding 461,470                   
2605 Deferred inflow related to NPL 1,238,380                

2606 Deferred inflow related to OPEB 25,554,554              

2600             Total deferred inflows of resources 27,254,404              

NET POSITION
3200 Net investment in capital assets 67,076,165              

Restricted for:
3820      Federal and state programs 3,817,637                
3850      Debt service 16,077,742              

3900 Unrestricted (34,430,418)             

3000             Total net position 52,541,126$            

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION

AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 12
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Program Revenues

1 3
Data

Control Charges
Codes Functions/Programs Expenses for Services

Primary government:

Governmental activities:

11 Instruction 91,967,003$       351,763$              

12 Instructional resources and media services 1,764,242           4,629                   

13 Curriculum and staff development 5,012,240           4,628                   

21 Instructional leadership 2,681,232           -                       

23 School leadership 8,973,855           -                       

31 Guidance, counseling, and evaluation services 7,589,212           -                       

32 Social work services 407,438             -                       

33 Health services 2,225,588           -                       

34 Student transportation 6,306,879           92,569                  

35 Food service 8,932,504           2,477,298             

36 Extracurricular activities 8,034,444           3,291,564             

41 General administration 4,659,902           -                       

51 Facilities maintenance and operations 15,414,867         16,653                  

52 Security and monitoring services 3,656,700           -                       

53 Data processing services 5,478,425           27,107                  

61 Community services 167,928             9,257                   

72 Interest on long-term debt 14,016,369         -                       

93 Payments related to shared services arrangements 369,310             -                       

97 Payments to tax increment fund 493,459             -                       

99 Other intergovernmental charges 746,754             -                       

[TG] Total governmental activities 188,898,351$     6,275,468$           

General revenues:

Taxes:

MT Property taxes, levied for general purposes

DT Property taxes, levied for debt service

GC Grants and contributions not restricted to specific programs

IE Investment earnings

MI Miscellaneous

TR Total general revenues

CN Change in net position

NB Net position, beginning

Restatement - change in accounting principle

NB Net position, beginning, as restated

NE Net position, ending

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 13
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EXHIBIT B-1

in Net Position

4 5 6
Operating Capital Primary Gov.
Grants and Grants and Governmental

Contributions Contributions Activities

5,817,480$         1,636,695$       (84,161,065)$      

56,316               -                   (1,703,297)         

1,398,468           -                   (3,609,144)         

166,641             -                   (2,514,591)         

292,752             -                   (8,681,103)         

1,836,986           -                   (5,752,226)         

223,117             -                   (184,321)            

74,636               -                   (2,150,952)         

208,070             -                   (6,006,240)         

5,358,566           -                   (1,096,640)         

101,894             -                   (4,640,986)         

110,166             -                   (4,549,736)         

255,505             -                   (15,142,709)       

1,152,849           -                   (2,503,851)         

223,835             -                   (5,227,483)         

166,926             -                   8,255                 

4,085,472           -                   (9,930,897)         

382,225             -                   12,915               

-                     -                   (493,459)            

-                     -                   (746,754)            

21,911,904$       1,636,695$       (159,074,284)      

45,970,527         

23,944,583         

85,639,472         

2,845,299           

438,625             

158,838,506       

(235,778)            

55,628,887         

(2,851,983)         

52,776,904         

52,541,126$       

Net (Expenses) 

Revenue and 

Changes in

Program Revenues

14
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10 51
Data

Control Debt
Codes General Service

ASSETS
1110 Cash and cash equivalents 39,377,983$      16,625,891$      
1220 Property taxes - delinquent 1,786,243          727,202             
1230 Allowance for uncollectible taxes (821,672)           (334,513)           
1240 Due from other governments 6,549,089          -                    
1260 Due from other funds 514,147             -                    
1290 Other receivables 296                   -                    

1300 Inventories 114,025             -                    

1000          Total assets 47,520,111        17,018,580        

LIABILITIES 
2110 Accounts payable 1,257,452          -                    
2150 Payroll deductions and withholdings 1,321,877          -                    
2160 Accrued wages payable 6,519,460          -                    
2170 Due to other funds -                    -                    
2180 Due to other governments 2,890,301          285,911             

2300 Unearned revenue 61,659               -                    

2000          Total liabilities 12,050,749        285,911             

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES

Unavailable revenue 1,863,301          392,689             

2600          Total deferred inflows of resources 1,863,301          392,689             

FUND BALANCES
Nonspendable:

3410    Inventories 114,025             -                    
Restricted for:

3450   Federal or state grant restrictions -                    -                    
3470   Capital acquisitions and contractual obligations -                    -                    
3480   Retirement of long-term debt -                    16,339,980        

Committed for:
3545    Campus activities -                    -                    

3600 Unassigned 33,492,036        -                    

3000          Total fund balances 33,606,061        16,339,980        

         Total liabilities, deferred inflows of 

4000             resources and fund balances 47,520,111$      17,018,580$      

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

BALANCE SHEET 
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 15

58



EXHIBIT C-1

60 98
Total

Capital Other Governmental
Projects Governmental Funds

31,542,036$      6,766,919$        94,312,829$      
-                    -                    2,513,445          
-                    -                    (1,156,185)         
-                    983,043             7,532,132          
-                    -                    514,147             
-                    -                    296                   

-                    236,178             350,203             

31,542,036        7,986,140          104,066,867      

8,542,039          332,470             10,131,961        
-                    -                    1,321,877          
-                    161,366             6,680,826          

7,276                506,871             514,147             
-                    -                    3,176,212          

-                    332,328             393,987             

8,549,315          1,333,035          22,219,010        

-                    -                    2,255,990          

-                    -                    2,255,990          

-                    96,606               210,631             

-                    3,817,637          3,817,637          
22,992,721        -                    22,992,721        

-                    -                    16,339,980        

-                    2,738,862          2,738,862          

-                    -                    33,492,036        

22,992,721        6,653,105          79,591,867        

31,542,036$      7,986,140$        104,066,867$     

16
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EXHIBIT C-2

Total Fund Balances - Governmental Funds 79,591,867$          

1 Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial resources and,

therefore, are not reported in the funds. 434,023,475          

2 Uncollected property taxes are reported as deferred inflows of resources in the

governmental funds balance sheet, but are recognized as a revenue in the

statement of activities. 1,357,260            

3 Other receivables are reported as deferred inflows of resources in the

governmental funds balance sheet, but are recognized as a revenue in the

statement of activities. 898,730                 

4 Long-term liabilities, including bonds, accreted interest and leases, are not due

and payable in the current period and therefore are not reported in the funds.

Also, the losses on refunding of bonds and the premium on issuance of bonds

payable are not reported on the balance sheet in the funds. (392,964,083)         

5 Interest payable is not due and payable in the current period and, therefore, is

not reported as a liability in the governmental funds.
(654,927)                

6 Included in the items related to debt is the recognition of the District's

proportionate share of net pension liability required by GASB 68. The net

position related to TRS included a deferred resource outflow in the amount of

$13,651,715, a deferred resource inflow in the amount of $1,238,380, and a

net pension liability in the amount of $44,620,065. This resulted in a decrease

to net position. (32,206,730)           

7 Included in the items related to debt is the recognition of the District's

proportionate share of net OPEB liability required by GASB 75. The net position

related to TRS included a deferred resource outflow in the amount of

$18,085,834, a deferred resource inflow in the amount of $25,554,554, and a

net OPEB liability in the amount of $30,035,746. This resulted in a decrease to

net position. (37,504,466)           

29 Net position of governmental activities 52,541,126$          

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS BALANCE SHEET TO THE 

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION

AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 17
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10 51
Data

Control Debt
Codes General Service

REVENUES
5700 Local and intermediate sources 49,263,794$      24,921,032$      
5800 State program 93,788,492        4,085,472          

5900 Federal program 1,581,372          -                    

5020 Total revenues 144,633,658      29,006,504        

EXPENDITURES
Current:

0011 Instruction 83,297,746        -                    
0012 Instructional resources and media services 1,653,809          -                    
0013 Curriculum and staff development 3,797,008          -                    
0021 Instructional leadership 2,575,663          -                    
0023 School leadership 9,164,464          -                    
0031 Guidance, counseling, and evaluation services 6,228,391          -                    
0032 Social work services 192,641             -                    
0033 Health services 2,285,181          -                    
0034 Student transportation 5,696,024          -                    
0035 Food service -                    -                    
0036 Extracurricular activities 5,570,277          -                    
0041 General administration 4,526,532          -                    
0051 Facilities maintenance and operations 14,441,769        -                    
0052 Security and monitoring services 2,674,283          -                    
0053 Data processing services 4,713,117          -                    
0061 Community services -                    -                    

Debt service:
0071 Principal on long-term debt 887,201             9,665,000          
0072 Interest on long-term debt 65,369               15,528,238        
0073 Bond issuance costs and fees -                    30,735               
0081 Capital outlay 276,976             -                    

Intergovernmental:
0093 Payments related to shared service 

arrangements -                    -                    
0097 Payments to tax increment fund 493,459             -                    

0099 Other intergovernmental charges 746,754             -                    

6030 Total expenditures 149,286,664      25,223,973        

1100 EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES

OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES (4,653,006)         3,782,531          

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7912 Sale of property 1,601,078          -                    
7913 Issuance of leases/SBITAs 505,104             -                    
7915 Transfers in -                    -                    

8911 Transfers out -                    -                    

7080 Total other financing sources (uses) 2,106,182          -                    

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES (2,546,824)         3,782,531          

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 36,152,885        12,557,449        

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING 33,606,061$      16,339,980$      

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 18
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EXHIBIT C-3

60 98

Total
Capital Other Governmental
Projects Governmental Funds

1,636,695$        5,766,912$        81,588,433$      
-                    2,553,100          100,427,064      

-                    10,647,216        12,228,588        

1,636,695          18,967,228        194,244,085      

946,773             3,523,802          87,768,321        
-                    89,386               1,743,195          
-                    1,281,601          5,078,609          
-                    93,294               2,668,957          
-                    57,824               9,222,288          
-                    1,517,725          7,746,116          
-                    217,321             409,962             
-                    -                    2,285,181          
-                    1,530                5,697,554          
-                    9,099,649          9,099,649          
-                    1,835,750          7,406,027          
-                    1,055                4,527,587          

13,390               -                    14,455,159        
-                    1,111,075          3,785,358          
-                    98,067               4,811,184          
-                    166,926             166,926             

-                    -                    10,552,201        
-                    -                    15,593,607        
-                    -                    30,735               

13,209,801        -                    13,486,777        

-                    369,310             369,310             
-                    -                    493,459             

-                    -                    746,754             

14,169,964        19,464,315        208,144,916      

(12,533,269)       (497,087)           (13,900,831)       

-                    -                    1,601,078          
-                    -                    505,104             
-                    27,941               27,941               

-                    (27,941)             (27,941)             

-                    -                    2,106,182          

(12,533,269)       (497,087)           (11,794,649)       

35,525,990        7,150,192          91,386,516        

22,992,721$      6,653,105$        79,591,867$      

19
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EXHIBIT C-4

Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds (11,794,649)$  

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures. However, in the statement of activities,

the cost of those assets is allocated over their estimated useful lives as depreciation expense.

Capital outlay 16,714,202     

Depreciation expense (14,286,717)    

In the statement of activities, only the gain or loss on the sale of capital assets is reported, whereas

in the governmental funds, the proceeds from the sale increase financial resources. Thus, the

change in net position differs from the change in fund balance by the book value of the capital asset

sold. (648,301)         

Some receivables are not considered available revenues and are reported as deferred inflows in the

governmental funds. (465,474)         

The issuance of long-term debt (e.g., bonds, leases) provides current financial resources to

governmental funds, while the repayment of the principal of long-term debt consumes the current

financial resources of governmental funds. Neither transaction, however, has any effect on net

position. Also, governmental funds report the effect of premiums and similar items when debt is

first issued, whereas these amounts are amortized in the statement of activities. 

         Issuance of leases (83,957)           

         Issuance of SBITAs (421,147)         

      Principal repayments:

         General obligation bonds 9,665,000       

         Leases 253,406          

         SBITAs 659,887          

      Amortization of:

         Premium on bond issuance 1,697,263       

         Deferred gain/loss on bond refunding (145,081)         

Some expenses reported in the statement of activities do not require the use of current financial

resources and therefore are not reported as expenditures in governmental funds.

      Accrued interest payable on long-term debt 29,903            

      Accreted interest on capital appreciation bonds (4,847)            

      Compensated absences (39,539)           

      Arbitrage liability (531,706)         

GASB 68 required that certain plan expenditures be de-expended and recorded as deferred

resource outflows. These contributions made after the measurement date of the plan caused the

change in ending net position to increase by $4,020,783. Contributions made before the

measurement date and during the previous fiscal year were also expended and recorded as a

reduction in net pension liability. This caused a decrease in net position totaling $4,116,289. Finally,

the proportionate share of the TRS pension expense on the plan as a whole had to be recorded. The

net pension expense decreased the change in net position by $3,811,470. The net result is a

decrease in the change in net position.
(3,906,976)      

GASB 75 required that certain plan expenditures be de-expended and recorded as deferred

resource outflows. These contributions made after the measurement date of the plan caused the

change in ending net position to increase by $860,357. Contributions made before the

measurement date and during the previous fiscal year were also expended and recorded as a

reduction in net OPEB liability. This caused a decrease in net position totaling $898,367. Finally, the

proportionate share of the TRS OPEB expense in the plan as a whole had to be recorded. The net

OPEB expense increased the change in net position by $3,110,965. The net result is an increase in

the change in net position. 3,072,955       

Change in net position of governmental activities (235,778)$       

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of activities are different because:

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 20
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EXHIBIT E-1

Custodial
Fund

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 152,225$       

            Total assets 152,225         

LIABILITIES

   Accounts payable 246                

            Total liabilities 246                

NET POSITION

   Restricted for student groups 151,979         

            Total net position 151,979$       

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY NET POSITION
FIDUCIARY FUND

AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 21
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EXHIBIT E-2

Custodial
Fund

ADDITIONS

Collections from student groups 104,924$       

            Total additions 104,924         

DEDUCTIONS

Payments on-behalf of student groups 110,095         

            Total deductions 110,095         

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN
FIDUCIARY NET POSITION (5,171)           

NET POSITION, BEGINNING 157,150         

NET POSITION, ENDING 151,979$       

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY NET POSITION

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

FIDUCIARY FUND

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this financial statement. 22
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

  AUGUST 31, 2025 
 
 
 
I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

 
A. Reporting Entity 

 
Belton Independent School District (the “District”) is a public educational agency operating under 
the applicable laws and regulations of the State of Texas. It is governed by a seven-member 
Board of Trustees (the “Board”) elected by registered voters of the District. The District prepares 
its financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles promulgated 
by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board and it complies with the requirements of the 

Texas Education Agency’s Financial Accountability System Resource Guide (the “Resource Guide”) 

and the requirements of contracts and grants of agencies from which it receives funds. 
 
The Board of Trustees (the “Board”) is elected by the public and it has the authority to make 
decisions, appoint administrators and managers, and significantly influence operations. It also has 
the primary accountability for fiscal matters. Therefore, the District is a financial reporting entity 
as defined by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (“GASB”). There are no component 

units included within the reporting entity. 
 

B. Government-wide and Fund Financial Statements 
 

The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the statement of net position and the statement 
of activities) report information on all of the nonfiduciary activities of the primary government. All 
fiduciary activities are reported only in the fund financial statements. For the most part, the effect 

of interfund activity has been removed from these statements. Governmental activities are 
supported by taxes, state foundation funds and intergovernmental revenue. 

 
The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given 
function or segment are offset by program revenue. Direct expenses are those that are clearly 
identifiable with a specific function or segment. Program revenue includes 1) charges to customers 

or applicants who purchase, use, or directly benefit from goods, services or privileges provided by 
a given function or segment and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the 
operational or capital requirements of a particular function or segment. Taxes and other items not 
properly included among program revenue are reported instead as general revenue. 

 
The fund financial statements provide reports on the financial condition and results of operations 
for two fund categories – governmental and fiduciary. Since the resources in the fiduciary funds 

cannot be used for District operations, they are not included in the government-wide statements. 
The District considers some governmental funds major and reports their financial condition and 
results of operations in a separate column. 
 

C. Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation 
 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment is determined by the applicable measurement 

focus and basis of accounting. Measurement focus indicates the type of resources being measured 
such as current financial resources or economic resources. The basis of accounting indicates the 
timing of transactions or events for recognition in the financial statements. 
 
The government-wide and fiduciary fund financial statements are reported using the economic 
resources measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenue is recorded when 

earned and expenses are recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of related 
cash flows. Property taxes are recognized as revenue in the year for which they are levied. Grants 
and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all eligibility requirements imposed by the 
provider have been met.  
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Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources 
measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenue is recognized as soon 
as it is both measurable and available. Revenue is considered to be available when it is collectible 

within the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. For this 

purpose, the government considers revenue to be available if it is collectible within 60 days of the 
end of the current fiscal period. Expenditures generally are recorded when a liability is incurred, as 
under accrual accounting. However, debt services expenditures, as well as expenditures related to 
claims and judgments, are recorded only when payment is due. General capital asset acquisitions 
are reported as expenditures in governmental funds. Issuance of long-term debt is reported as 
other financing sources. 
 

Property taxes, state foundation funds, and interest associated with the current fiscal period are 
all considered to be susceptible to accrual and so have been recognized as revenue of the current 
fiscal period. Entitlements are recorded as revenue when all eligibility requirements are met, 
including any time requirements, and the amount received during the period or within the 
availability period for this revenue source (within 60 days of year-end). All other revenue items 
are considered to be measurable and available only when cash is received by the District. 

 

The District reports the following major governmental funds: 
 

The General Fund is the District’s primary operating fund. It accounts for all financial 
resources of the general government, except those required to be accounted for in 
another fund. 
 

The Debt Service Fund is used to account for resources accumulated and payments 
made for principal and interest in long-term general obligation debt of governmental 
funds. 
 
The Capital Projects Fund is used to account for the activity related to the use of the 
bond proceeds which includes the construction of capital facilities and purchase of capital 
equipment. 

 
Additionally, the District reports the following fund types: 

 
The Nonmajor Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of 
specific revenue sources (other than those identified as a major fund) that are 
restricted or committed to expenditures for specific purposes. 

 
The Custodial Fund accounts for resources held for others in a custodial capacity. 
The District’s Custodial Fund is Student Activities. 
 

During the course of operations, the District has activity between funds for various purposes. Any 
residual balances outstanding at year end are reported as due from/to other funds. While these 
balances are reported in fund financial statements, certain eliminations are made in the 

preparation of the government-wide financial statements. Balances between the funds included in 
the governmental activities are eliminated. 
 
Further, certain activity occurs during the year involving transfers of resources between funds. In 

fund financial statements these amounts are reported at gross amounts as transfers in/out. While 
reported in fund financial statements, certain eliminations are made in the preparation of the 
government-wide financial statements. Transfers between the funds included in governmental 

activities are eliminated so that only the net amount is included as transfers in the governmental 
activities column. 

 
D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, Net Position/Fund Balance, 

Revenues and Expenditure/Expenses 
 

1. Cash and Investments 
 

The District’s cash and cash equivalents are considered to be cash on hand, demand deposits 
and short-term investments with original maturities of three months or less from the date of 
acquisition. 
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Investments for the District are reported at fair value, except for the position in investment 
pools. The District’s investments in Pools are reported at the net asset value per share (which 
approximates fair value) even though it is calculated using the amortized cost method. 

 

2. Receivables 
 
Allowances for uncollectible tax receivables within the General and Debt Service Funds are 
based on historical experience in collecting property taxes. Uncollectible personal property 
taxes are periodically reviewed and written off, but the District is prohibited from writing off 
real property taxes without specific statutory authority from the Texas Legislature. 

 

3. Inventories  
 

Inventories of supplies on the balance sheet are stated at weighted average cost, while 
inventories of food commodities are recorded at acquisition values supplied by the Texas 
Department of Human Services. Inventory items are recorded as expenditures when they are 
consumed. Supplies are used for almost all functions of activity, while food commodities are 

used only in the food service program. Although commodities are received at no cost, their 

acquisition value is supplied by the Texas Department of Human Services and recorded as 
inventory and unearned revenue when received. When requisitioned, inventory and unearned 
revenue are relieved, expenditures are charged, and revenue is recognized for an equal 
amount. Inventories also include plant maintenance and operation supplies as well as 
instructional supplies. 
 

4. Capital Assets 
 

Capital assets are tangible and intangible assets, which include land, buildings, furniture and 
equipment, are reported in the governmental activity column in the government-wide financial 
statements. Capital assets are defined by the District as assets with an initial, individual cost 
of more than $5,000 and an estimated useful life in excess of one year. As the District 
constructs or acquires capital assets each period they are capitalized and reported at historical 

cost. The reported value excludes normal maintenance and repairs which are essentially 
amounts spent in relation to capital assets that do not increase the capacity or efficiency of 

the item or increase its estimated useful life. Donated capital assets are recorded at 
acquisition value, which is the price that would be paid to acquire an asset with equivalent 
service potential at the acquisition date. 
 

Land and construction in progress are not depreciated. Buildings, furniture and equipment of 
the District are depreciated using the straight-line method over the following estimated useful 
lives: 
 

Assets Years

Buildings and improvements 5-50

Furniture and equipment 3-50

Right to use equipment 3-50

Right to use software 1-3  
 

5. Leases and Subscription-Based Information Technology Arrangements 

 
The District is a lessee for a noncancellable lease of equipment and subscription-based IT 
arrangements (SBITAs). The District recognizes a liability and an intangible right‐to‐use asset 

in the government‐wide financial statements.  

 
At the commencement of a lease or SBITA, the District initially measures the liability at the 
present value of payments expected to be made during the agreement term. Subsequently, 
the liability is reduced by the principal portion of payments made. The asset is initially 
measured as the initial amount of the liability, adjusted for payments made at or before the 
commencement date, plus certain initial direct costs. Subsequently, the asset is amortized on 
a straight‐line basis over its useful life.   
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Key estimates and judgments related to leases and SBITAs include how the District 
determines (1) the discount rate it uses to discount the expected lease payments to present 
value, (2) agreement term, and (3) agreed upon payments.  

 

▪ The District uses the interest rate charged by the lessor as the discount rate. When 
the interest rate charged by the lessor is not provided, the District generally uses its 
estimated incremental borrowing rate as the discount rate.  

▪ The agreement term includes the noncancellable period of the lease or SBITA. 
▪ The agreed upon payments included in the measurement of the liability are composed 

of fixed payments and purchase option price that the District is reasonably certain to 
exercise. 

 
The District monitors changes in circumstances that would require a remeasurement of its 
lease or SBITA and will remeasure the asset and liability if certain changes occur that are 
expected to significantly affect the amount of the liability.   
 
The right to use assets are reported with other capital assets and liabilities are reported with 

long-term debt on the statement of net position. 

 
6. Long-term Obligations 
 

In the government-wide financial statements, long-term debt and other long-term obligations 
are reported as liabilities in the governmental activities Statement of Net Position. Bond 
premiums and discounts are amortized over the life of the bonds using the straight-line 

method. Bonds payable are reported net of the applicable bond premium or discount. 
 

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund types recognize bond premiums and 
discounts during the current period. The face amount of debt issued is reported as other 
financing sources. Premiums received on debt issuances are reported as other financing 
sources while discounts on debt issuances are reported as other financing uses. 
 

7. Compensated Absences 
 

The District provides employees with compensation benefits for vacation, sick leave, and 
personal days off. These balances are recorded as a liability in the basic financial statements 
to the extent that management estimates they are more likely than not to be used based upon 
historical data.  

 
8. Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources 

 
Deferred outflows and inflows of resources are reported in the financial statements as 
described below: 
 
A deferred outflow of resources is a consumption of a government’s net assets (a decrease in 

assets in excess of any related decrease in liabilities or an increase in liabilities in excess of 
any related increase in assets) by the government that is applicable to a future reporting 
period. The District had the following deferred outflows of resources: 

 

• Deferred outflows of resources for refunding – Reported in the government-wide 
statement of net position, this deferred charge on refunding results from the difference in 
the carrying value of the refunded debt and its reacquisition price. This amount is deferred 

and amortized over the shorter of the life of the refunded or refunding debt. 
 

• Deferred outflows of resources for pension – Reported in the government-wide financial 
statement of net position, this deferred outflow results from pension plan contributions 
made after the measurement date of the net pension liability, the results of differences 
between expected and actual experience, changes in actuarial assumptions, and the 

changes in proportion and difference between the employer’s contributions and the 
proportionate share of contributions. The deferred outflows of resources related to 
pensions resulting from District contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be 
recognized as a reduction of the net pension liability in the next fiscal year. 
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• Deferred outflows of resources for OPEB – Reported in the government-wide financial 
statement of net position, this deferred outflow results from OPEB plan contributions made 
after the measurement date of the net OPEB liability, changes in actuarial assumptions, 

the differences between projected and actual investment earnings, and changes in 

proportion and difference between the employer’s contributions and the proportionate 
share of contributions. The deferred outflows related to OPEB resulting from District 
contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the 
net OPEB liability in the next fiscal year. 

 
A deferred inflow of resources is an acquisition of a government’s net assets (an increase in 
assets in excess of any related increase in liabilities or a decrease in liabilities in excess of any 

related decrease in assets) by the government that is applicable to a future reporting period. 
The District had two items that qualify for reporting in this category: 

 
• Deferred inflow of resources for unavailable revenues – Reported only in the governmental 

funds balance sheet, for unavailable revenues from property taxes arise under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting. These amounts are deferred and recognized as an 

inflow of revenues in the period that the amounts become available. During the current 

year, the District recorded deferred inflow of resources as unavailable revenues – property 
taxes and unavailable revenues – School Health and Related Services (SHARS). 

 
• Deferred inflow of resources for pensions – Reported in the government-wide financial 

statement of net position, these deferred inflows result from differences between expected 
and actual economic experience, changes in actuarial assumptions, differences between 

projected and actual investment earnings, as well as changes in proportion and difference 
between the employer’s contributions and the proportionate share of contributions.  

 
• Deferred inflow of resources for OPEB – Reported in the government-wide financial 

statement of net position, these deferred inflows result from differences between expected 
and actual economic experience and changes in actuarial assumptions.  
 

9. Defined Benefit Pension Plan 
 

The District participates in a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension that has a 
special funding situation. The Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS) administers the 
plan. The fiduciary net position of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS) has been 
determined using the flow of economic resources measurement focus and full accrual basis of 

accounting. This includes for purposes of measuring the net pension liability, deferred outflows 
of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions, pension expense, and 
information about assets, liabilities and additions to/deductions from TRS’s fiduciary net position. 
Benefit payments (including refunds of employee contributions) are recognized when due and 
payable in accordance with the benefit terms. Investments are reported at fair value. 
 

10. Other Post-Employment Benefit Plan 

 
The fiduciary net position of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS) TRS Care Plan has 
been determined using the flow of economic resources measurement focus and full accrual 
basis of accounting. This includes for purposes of measuring the net OPEB liability, deferred 

outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to other post-employment 
benefits, OPEB expense, and information about assets, liabilities and additions to/deductions 
from TRS Care’s fiduciary net position. Benefit payments are recognized when due and 

payable in accordance with the benefit terms. There are no investments as this is a pay-as 
you-go plan and all cash is held in a cash account. 
 

11. Net Position 
 

Net position represents the difference between assets, deferred outflows (inflows) of resources 

and liabilities. Net investment in capital assets consists of capital assets, net of accumulated 
depreciation, reduced by the outstanding balances of any borrowing used for the acquisition, 
construction or improvements of those assets, and adding back unspent proceeds. Net position 
is reported as restricted when there are limitations imposed on their use either through the 
enabling legislations adopted by the District or through external restrictions imposed by 
creditors, grantors or laws or regulations of other governments. 
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12. Net Position Flow Assumption 
 

Sometimes the District will fund outlays for a particular purpose from both restricted (e.g., 

restricted bond and grant proceeds) and unrestricted resources. In order to calculate the 

amounts to report as restricted – net position and unrestricted – net position in the government-
wide financial statements, a flow assumption must be made about the order in which the 
resources are considered applied. It is the District’s policy to consider restricted – net position to 
have been depleted before unrestricted – net position is applied. 
 

13. Fund Balance Flow Assumption 
 

Sometimes the District will fund outlays for a particular purpose from both restricted and 
unrestricted resources (the total of committed, assigned, and unassigned fund balance). In order 
to calculate the amounts to report as restricted, committed, assigned, and unassigned fund 
balance in the governmental fund financial statements a flow assumption must be made about 
the order in which the resources are considered to be applied. It is the District’s policy to 
consider restricted fund balance to have been depleted before using any of the components of 

unrestricted fund balance. Further, when the components of unrestricted fund balance can be 

used for the same purpose, committed fund balance is depleted first, followed by assigned fund 
balance. Unassigned fund balance is applied last.  
 

14. Fund Balance Policies 
 

Fund balance of the governmental funds is reported in various categories based on the nature 

of any limitations requiring the use of resources for specific purposes. The District itself can 
establish limitations on the use of resources through either a commitment (committed fund 
balance) or an assignment (assigned fund balance).  
 
The committed fund balance classification includes amounts that can be used only for the 
specific purposes determined by a formal action of the District’s highest level of decision-
making authority. The Board of Trustees is the highest level of decision-making authority for 

the District that can, by adoption of a resolution prior to the end of the fiscal year, commit 
fund balance. Once adopted, the limitation imposed by the resolution remains in place until a 

similar action is taken (the adoption of another resolution) to remove or revise the limitation. 
Committed fund balance also should include contractual obligations to the extent that existing 
resources have been specifically committed for use in satisfying those contractual 
requirements.  

 
Amounts in the assigned fund balance classification are intended to be used by the District for 
specific purposes but do not meet the criteria to be classified as committed. The Board of 
Trustees has by resolution authorized the Superintendent and the Chief Financial Officer to 
assign fund balance. The Board of Trustees may also assign fund balance as it does when 
appropriating fund balance to cover a gap between estimated revenue and appropriations in 
the subsequent year’s appropriated budget. Unlike commitments, assignments generally only 

exist temporarily. In other words, an additional action does not normally have to be taken for 
the removal of an assignment. Conversely, as discussed above, an additional action is 
essential to either remove or revise a commitment.  
 

The unassigned fund balance classification includes the residual classification of the General 
Fund and includes all amounts not contained in other classifications. This portion of the total 
fund balance in the general fund is available to finance operating expenditures. Only the 

General Fund will have unassigned amounts. By accounting for amounts in other funds, the 
District has implicitly assigned the funds for purposes of those particular funds. 

 
15. Program Revenue 
 

Amounts reported as program revenues include 1) charges to customers or applicants who 

purchase, use, or directly benefit from goods, services, or privileges provided by a given 
function or segment and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the 
operational or capital requirements of a particular function or segment. All taxes, including 
those dedicated for specific purposes, and other internally dedicated resources are reported as 
general revenues rather than as program revenues. 
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16. Property Taxes 
 

Property taxes are levied as of October 1 on property values assessed as of the prior January 

1 for all real and business personal property located in the District in conformity with Subtitle 

E, Texas Property Tax Code. Taxes are due on receipt of the tax bill and are delinquent if not 
paid before February 1 of the following year. On January 31 of each year, a tax lien attaches 
to property to secure payment of all taxes, penalties, and interest ultimately imposed. 
 

17. Data Control Codes 
 

The Data Control Codes refer to the account code structure prescribed by the Texas Education 

Agency (“TEA”) in the Financial Accountability System Resource Guide. TEA requires school 
districts to display these codes in the financial statements filed with the Agency in order to 
ensure accuracy in building a statewide data base policy development and funding plans. 
 

18. Estimates 
 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally 

accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results 
could differ from those estimates. 
 

19. Change in Accounting Principle 
 

During fiscal year 2025, the District implemented GASB Statement No. 101, Compensated 
Absences. The objective of this Statement is to better meet the information needs of financial 
statement users by updating the recognition and measurement guidance for compensated 
absences. That objective is achieved by aligning the recognition and measurement guidance 
under a unified model and by amending certain previously required disclosures. Accordingly, 
the cumulative effect of the accounting change has been recognized in a restatement of 
beginning net position for the year ended August 31, 2025. 

 
 

II. DETAILED NOTES ON ACTIVITIES AND FUNDS 
 

A. Deposits and Investments 
  

The funds of the District must be deposited and invested under the terms of a contract, contents 
of which are set out in the Depository Contract Law. The depository bank places approved pledged 
securities for safekeeping and trust with the District’s agent bank in an amount sufficient to 
protect District funds on a day-to-day basis during the period of the contract. The pledge of 
approved securities is waived only to the extent of the depository bank’s dollar amount of Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation (“FDIC”) insurance. 
 

The Public Funds Investment Act (Government Code Chapter 2256) contains specific provisions in 
the areas of investment practices, management reports and establishment of appropriate policies. 
Among other things, it requires the District to adopt, implement, and publicize an investment 
policy. That policy must address the following areas: (1) safety of principal and liquidity, (2) 

portfolio diversification, (3) allowable investments, (4) acceptable risk levels, (5) expected rates of 
return, (6) maximum allowable stated maturity of portfolio investments, (7) Mutual Funds (8) 
Investment pools, (9) guaranteed investment contracts (10) and common trust funds. The Act 

also requires the District to have independent auditors perform test procedures related to 
investment practices as provided by the Act. The District is in substantial compliance with the 
requirements of the Act and with local policies. 
 
Public funds investment pools in Texas (“Pools”) are established under the authority of the 
Interlocal Cooperation Act, Chapter 79 of the Texas Government Code, and are subject to the 

provisions of the Public Funds Investment Act (the “Act”), Chapter 2256 of the Texas Government 
Code. 
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In addition to other provisions of the Act designed to promote liquidity and safety of principal, the 
Act requires Pools to: 1) have an advisory board composed of participants in the pool and other 
persons who do not have a business relationship with the pool and are qualified to advise the 

pool; 2) maintain a continuous rating of no lower than AAA or AAA-m or an equivalent rating by at 

least one nationally recognized rating service; and 3) maintain the fair value of its underlying 
investment portfolio within one-half of one percent of the value of its shares. The Act authorizes 
the District to invest in obligations of the U.S. Treasury, U.S. agencies, fully collateralized 
repurchase agreements, public fund investment pools, SEC-registered no-load money market 
mutual funds, municipal securities of any state rated A or better, certificates of deposit (fully 
collateralized, insured, and standby letters of credit backed), and commercial paper rated not less 
than A-1 or P-1 with a stated maturity of no more than 270 days. The District’s investment policy 

may further restrict those investment options. 
 
The District utilizes a pooled investment concept for some of its funds to maximize its investment 
program. Investment income from this internal pooling is allocated to the respective funds based 
upon the sources of funds invested. 

 

Custodial Credit Risk (Deposits) – In the case of deposits, this is the risk that in the event of a 

bank failure, the District’s deposits may not be returned to it. As of August 31, 2025, the District’s 
deposit balance was collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institution in the 
District’s name or covered by FDIC insurance. 
 
Interest Rate Risk – The risk that changes in interest rates could adversely affect the value of 
investments. To reduce this risk, the District utilizes final and weighted-average-maturity limits 

and diversification. Any internally created pool fund group of the District shall have a maximum 
dollar weighted average maturity of 365 days. The maximum allowable stated maturity of any 
other individual investment owned by the District shall not exceed three years from the time of 
purchase. 
 
Concentration of Credit Risk – The investment portfolio shall be diversified in terms of investment 
instruments, maturity scheduling, and financial institutions to reduce risk of loss resulting from 

overconcentration of assets in a specific class of investments, specific maturity, or specific issuer. 
 

Custodial Credit Risk (Investments) – It is the District’s policy to limit its investments to 
investment types with an investment quality rating not less than A or its equivalent by a nationally 
recognized statistical rating organization. The District’s investment pools and commercial paper 
are rated as follows by Standard and Poor’s Investors Service. 
 

As of August 31, 2025, the District had the following investment pools: 
 

Weighted Percent 

Reported Average of Total

Investment Value Maturity (Days) Investments Rating

TexPool 12,731,346$      42 14.04% AAAm

TexPool Prime 10,844,788        45 11.96% AAAm

Tex Star 29,587,861        47 32.62% AAAm

Texas Class 10,188,718        44 11.23% AAAm

Lonestar 27,351,801        26 30.15% AAAf/S1+

Total 90,704,514$      

Portfolio weighted average maturity 39  
 
The investment pools each have a redemption notice period of one day and may redeem daily. 
The investment pools’ authorities may only impose restrictions on redemptions in the event of a 

general suspension of trading on major securities markets, general banking moratorium or 
national state of emergency that affects the pool’s liquidity.  
 
The District categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established by 
generally accepted accounting principles. The hierarchy is based on the valuation inputs used to 
measure the fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted prices in active markets for identical 

assets; Level 2 inputs are significant other observable inputs; and Level 3 inputs are significant 
unobservable inputs. 
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B. Due to/from Other Governments 
 

The District participates in a variety of federal and state programs from which it receives grants to 

partially or fully finance certain activities. In addition, the District receives entitlements from the 

state through the School Foundation and Per Capita Programs. Amounts due from federal and 
state governments as of August 31, 2025, are summarized below. Amounts due to other 
governments include $2,890,301 in the general fund and $285,911 in the debt service fund. This 
represents overpayments of state entitlement programs. 

 

State  
Fund Entitlements Grants Total

General 6,549,089$      -$                6,549,089$      

Other nonmajor governmental -                 983,043           983,043           

   Total 6,549,089$      983,043$         7,532,132$      
 

 

C. Interfund Balances and Transfers 
 

The composition of interfund balances as of August 31, 2025, consisted of the following: 
 

Receivable Fund Payable Fund Amount

General Capital Projects 7,276$           

General Nonmajor governmental 506,871         

Total 514,147$        
 

 
Balances resulted from the lag between the dates that 1) interfund goods and services are 
provided on reimbursable expenditures occur, and 2) transactions are recorded in the accounting 

system, and 3) payments between funds are made. 
 
Interfund transfers for the year ended August 31, 2025 consisted of the following: 
 

Transfers In  Transfers Out Amount

Nonmajor governmental fund Nonmajor governmental fund 27,941$         

Total 27,941$         
 

 

The transfer of $27,941 was from the National Breakfast and Lunch Program to the Summer 
Feeding Program to cover the negative equity in the fund.  
 

D. Other Receivables 
 

Other receivables consisted of the following balances as of August 31, 2025: 
 

Receivable General Total

Miscellaneous 296$           296$           

   Total 296$           296$           
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E. Capital Assets 
 

Capital asset activity for the year ended August 31, 2025, was as follows: 

 
Beginning Ending

Balance Increases Decreases Balance

Governmental activities:

   Capital assets, not

      being depreciated:

         Land 11,705,997$   867,414$        (51,899)$        12,521,512$   

         Construction in progress 141,865,334   10,378,144     (48,104,792)    104,138,686   

            Total capital assets, 

               not being depreciated 153,571,331   11,245,558     (48,156,691)    116,660,198   

   Capital assets, being depreciated:

         Building and improvements 387,166,427   51,136,048     (2,047,432)     436,255,043   

         Furniture and equipment 41,848,992     1,932,283       (1,291,460)     42,489,815     

         Right to use assets - equipment 1,151,452       83,957           -                1,235,409       

         Right to use assets - IT asset 2,334,063       421,148         (635,339)        2,119,872       

               Total capital assets, 

                  being depreciated 432,500,934   53,573,436     (3,974,231)     482,100,139   

   Less accumulated

      depreciation for:

         Buildings and improvements (126,231,635)  (8,738,045)     1,522,624       (133,447,056)  

         Furniture and equipment (25,997,464)    (4,559,573)     1,258,355       (29,298,682)    

         Right to use assets - equipment (437,311)        (364,843)        -                (802,154)        

         Right to use assets - IT asset (1,161,564)     (624,256)        596,850         (1,188,970)     

               Total accumulated

                  depreciation (153,827,974)  (14,286,717)    3,377,829       (164,736,862)  

               Total capital assets, 

                  being depreciated, net 278,672,960   39,286,719     (596,402)        317,363,277   

   Governmental activities

      capital assets, net 432,244,291$ 50,532,277$   (48,753,093)$  434,023,475$  
 

Depreciation expense was charged to functions/programs of the District as follows: 

 

Governmental activities:

   Instruction 9,372,595$        

   Instructional resources and media services 81,321              

   Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development 22,418              

   Instructional leadership 77,145              

   School leadership 28,222              

   Guidance, counseling and evaluation services 15,121              

   Health services 16,344              

   Student transportation 780,733            

   Food service 292,245            

   Extracurricular activities 808,922            

   General administration 215,719            

   Facilities maintenance and operations 1,290,666         

   Security and monitoring services 172,917            

   Data processing services 1,112,349         

            Total depreciation expense - governmental activities 14,286,717$       
 

F. Deferred Inflows of Resources 
 

At August 31, 2025, the District reported the following deferred inflows of resources in the 
governmental funds: 
 

Debt

Unavailable Revenue General Service Total

Property taxes 964,571$      392,689$      1,357,260$    

SHARS cost settlement 898,730        -               898,730        

Total 1,863,301$    392,689$      2,255,990$    
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G. Unearned Revenue 
 

Unearned revenue at year-end consisted of the following: 

 

Other

Unearned Revenue General Governmental Totals

Fees collected for school year 2025-2026 61,659$      -$           61,659$      

Commodities inventory -             139,572      139,572      

Grant receipts in excess of expenditures -             15,288        15,288        

Prepayment for food service meals -             177,468      177,468      

Totals 61,659$      332,328$     393,987$     
 

 
H. Long-term Liabilities 

 
The District issues Bonds to provide funds for the acquisition and construction of major capital 
facilities or to refund prior debt issuances. The Bonds are direct obligations and pledge the full 

faith and credit of the District. Bonds outstanding as of August 31, 2025 are as follows: 

 
Amounts Interest

Interest Original Current Amounts

Description Rate Issue Year Outstanding

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2014 2.0-3.5% 8,560,000$         20,475$       45,000$         

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2015 2.0-3.5% 7,840,000           297,900       7,505,000      

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2016 2.0-3.5% 6,430,000           257,200       6,430,000      

Unlimited Tax School Building Bonds, 

   Series 2017 2.0-5.0% 117,400,000        4,887,750     108,915,000   

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2017 2.0-5.0% 49,145,000         1,796,000     41,215,000     

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2019 3.0-5.0% 18,870,000         395,450       11,475,000     

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2020 4.0-5.0% 13,610,000         410,050       7,535,000      

Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, 

   Series 2021 1.0-5.0% 17,395,000         550,138       16,285,000     

Unlimited Tax School Building Bonds, 

   Series 2022 4.0-5.0% 166,240,000        6,913,275     160,585,000   

            Total 405,490,000$      15,528,238$ 359,990,000$  
 

The future debt service requirements for the District’s bonds are as follows: 

 

Year Ending Total

August 31, Principal Interest Requirements

2026 10,130,000$        15,063,325$        25,193,325$   

2027 10,645,000         14,562,238         25,207,238     

2028 11,150,000         14,053,213         25,203,213     

2029 11,655,000         13,547,438         25,202,438     

2030 12,200,000         13,001,638         25,201,638     

2031-2035 69,845,000         56,166,619         126,011,619   

2036-2040 81,310,000         39,846,138         121,156,138   

2041-2045 73,240,000         23,703,600         96,943,600     

2046-2050 60,340,000         9,039,600           69,379,600     

2051-2052 19,610,000         792,200              20,402,200     

360,125,000        199,776,009$      559,901,009$ 

Less: accreted interest (135,000)             

Principal outstanding 359,990,000$      
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There are a number of limitations and restrictions contained in the general obligation bond 
indenture. Management has indicated that the District is in compliance with all significant 
limitations and restrictions at August 31, 2025. 

 

The District’s outstanding bonds payable contain a provision that in an event of default, 
outstanding amounts will be paid from the corpus of the Texas Permanent School Fund. In the 
event of default, the outstanding leases and SBITAs payable are secured by the related assets. 
 
Changes in the District’s long-term liabilities for the year ended August 31, 2025, are as follows: 
 

Beginning Ending Due Within

Balance Additions Reductions Balance One Year

Long-term debt

General obligation bonds 369,655,000$      -$             (9,665,000)$        359,990,000$      10,130,000$ 

Premiums 28,298,948          -              (1,697,263)         26,601,685          -              

Accreted interest 127,683              4,847           -                    132,530              -              

Leases 644,039              83,957         (253,406)            474,590              232,130        

SBITAs 1,009,009           421,147        (659,887)            770,269              348,792        

Total 399,734,679        509,951        (12,275,556)        387,969,074        10,710,922   

Other long-term liabilities

Arbitrage liability 3,155,464           531,706        -                    3,687,170           -              

Compensated absences 2,851,983           39,539         -                    2,891,522           722,881        

Net pension liability 51,106,435          -              (6,486,370)         44,620,065          -              

Net OPEB liability 22,242,818          8,691,825     (898,897)            30,035,746          -              

Total 79,356,700          9,263,070     (7,385,267)         81,234,503          722,881        

Total long-term liabilities 479,091,379$      9,773,021$   (19,660,823)$      469,203,577$      11,433,803$  
 

The current year activity for the compensated absences liability is presented as a net change. The 
net pension and OPEB liabilities are typically liquidated by the General Fund. 

 

Leases Payable 
 
The District has entered into various lease agreements for copier equipment through a single 

vendor. The lease terms are each 60 months, carry interest rates of 4%, and have fixed monthly 
payments ranging from $38 to $1,522. The leases mature in fiscal years 2025 through 2028. 
Current year interest payments were $38,025. 

 

Principal and interest requirements to maturity are as follows: 
 

Year Ending Total

August 31, Principal Interest Requirements

2026 232,130$         25,299$           257,429$         

2027 203,775           12,464             216,239           

2028 38,685             397                 39,082             

Total 474,590$         38,160$           512,750$         
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Subscriptions Payable 
 
The District entered into various subscriptions (12-months to 36-months) for right to use 

software. The District is required to make annual fixed payments between $10,622 and $191,387 

and have interest rates between 1.710% to 3.238%. Current year interest payments were 
$27,344. 
 
Principal and interest requirements to maturity are as follows: 
 

Year Ending Total

August 31, Principal Interest Requirements

2026 348,792$         23,765$           372,557$         

2027 218,588           12,566             231,154           

2028 160,130           6,085              166,215           

2029 42,759             1,282              44,041             

Total 770,269$         43,698$           813,967$         
 

Arbitrage  

 
The Tax Reform Act of 1986 instituted certain arbitrage restrictions consisting of complex 

regulations with respect to issuance of tax-exempt bonds after August 31, 1986. Arbitrage 
regulations deal with the investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds at an interest yield greater 
than the interest yield paid to bondholders. Generally, all interest paid to bondholders can be 
retroactively rendered taxable if applicable rebates are not reported and paid to the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) at least every five years for applicable bond issues. Accordingly, there is 
the risk that if such calculations are not performed, or not performed correctly, it could result in a 
substantial liability to the District. The District has engaged an arbitrage consultant to perform the 

calculations in accordance with IRS rules and regulations and the District has reported an 
arbitrage liability at year end in the amount of $3,687,170. 
 

I. Defined Benefit Pension Plan 
 

Plan Description. The Belton Independent School District participates in a cost-sharing multiple-

employer defined benefit pension that has a special funding situation. The plan is administered by 

the Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS). It is a defined benefit pension plan established 
and administered in accordance with the Texas Constitution, Article XVI, Section 67 and Texas 
Government Code, Title 8, Subtitle C. The pension trust fund is a qualified pension trust under 
Section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Texas Legislature establishes benefits and 
contribution rates within the guidelines of the Texas Constitution. The pension’s Board of Trustees 
does not have the authority to establish or amend benefit terms. 

 
All employees of public, state-supported educational institutions in Texas who are employed for 
one-half or more of the standard workload and who are not exempted from membership under 
Texas Government Code, Title 8, Section 822.002 are covered by the system. 
 
Pension Plan Fiduciary Net Position. Detailed information about the Teacher Retirement 
System’s fiduciary net position is available in a separately issued Annual Comprehensive Financial 

Report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report 

may be obtained on the TRS website at www.trs.state.tx.usby writing to TRS at attention Finance 
Division, PO BOX 149676, Austin, TX, 78714-0185, or by calling 1-800-223-8778. 
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Benefits Provided. TRS provides service and disability retirement, as well as death and survivor 
benefits, to eligible employees (and their beneficiaries) of public and higher education in Texas. 
The pension formula is calculated using 2.3 percent (multiplier) times the average of the five 

highest annual creditable salaries times years of credited service to arrive at the annual standard 

annuity except for members who are grandfathered, the three highest annual salaries are used. 
The normal service retirement is at age 65 with 5 years of credited service or when the sum of the 
member’s age and years of credited service equals 80 or more years. Early retirement is at age 55 
with 5 years of service credit or earlier than 55 with 30 years of service credit. There are 
additional provisions for early retirement if the sum of the member’s age and years of service 
credit total at least 80, but the member is less than age 60 or 62 depending on date of 
employment, or if the member was grandfathered in under a previous rule. There are no 

automatic post-employment benefit changes; including automatic COLAs. Ad hoc post-
employment benefit changes, including ad hoc COLAs can be granted by the Texas Legislature as 
noted in the Plan description above. Accordingly, the 2023 Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 
(SB) 10 and House Joint Resolution (HJR) 2 to provide eligible retirees with a one-time stipend 
and an ad hoc cost-of-living-adjustment (COLA). 
 

One-Time Stipends. Stipends, regardless of annuity amount, were paid in September 2023 to 

annuitants who met the qualifying age requirement on or before August 31, 2023: 
 

• A one-time $7,500 stipend to eligible annuitants who are 75 years of age and older. 
• A one-time $2,400 stipend to eligible annuitants age 70 to 74. 

 
Cost-of-Living Adjustment. A cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) was dependent on Texas voters 

approving a constitutional amendment (Proposition 9) to authorize the COLA. Voters approved the 
amendment in the November 2023 election and the following COLA was applied to eligible 
annuitants' payments beginning with their January 2024 payment: 
 

• 2% COLA for eligible retirees who retired between September 1, 2013 through August 31, 
2020. 

• 4% COLA for eligible retirees who retired between September 1, 2001 through August 31, 

2013. 
• 6% COLA for eligible retirees who retired on or before August 31, 2001. 

 
Texas Government Code section 821.006 prohibits benefit improvements, if, as a result of the 
particular action, the time required to amortize TRS’ unfunded actuarial liabilities would be 
increased to a period that exceeds 31 years, or, if the amortization period already exceeds 31 

years, the period would be increased by such action. 
 
Contributions. Contribution requirements are established or amended pursuant to Article 16, 
section 67 of the Texas Constitution which requires the Texas legislature to establish a member 
contribution rate of not less than 6% of the member’s annual compensation and a state 
contribution rate of not less than 6% and not more than 10% of the aggregate annual 
compensation paid to members of the system during the fiscal year. 

 
Employee contribution rates are set in state statute, Texas Government Code 825.402. The TRS 
Pension Reform Bill (Senate Bill 12) of the 86th Texas Legislature amended Texas Government 
Code 825.402 for member contributions and increased employee and employer contribution rates 

for fiscal years 2020 thru 2025. 
 

2024 2025

Member 8.25% 8.25%

Non-Employer Contributing Entity (State) 8.25% 8.25%

Employers 8.25% 8.25%

Current fiscal year employer contributions 4,020,783$         

Current fiscal year member contributions 8,772,897           

2024 measurement year NECE on-behalf contributions 6,208,788           

Contribution Rates

 
 

Contributors to the plan include members, employers and the State of Texas as the only non-
employer contributing entity. The State is the employer for senior colleges, medical schools and 
state agencies including TRS. In each respective role, the State contributes to the plan in 

accordance with state statutes and the General Appropriations Act (GAA). 82



 

37 

As the non-employer contributing entity for public education and junior colleges, the State of 
Texas contributes to the retirement system an amount equal to the current employer contribution 
rate times the aggregate annual compensation of all participating members of the pension trust 

fund during that fiscal year reduced by the amounts described below which are paid by the 

employers. Employers (public school, junior college, other entities or the State of Texas as the 
employer for senior universities and medical schools) are required to pay the employer 
contribution rate in the following instances: 

 
• On the portion of the member's salary that exceeds the statutory minimum for members    

entitled to the statutory minimum under Section 21.402 of the Texas Education Code. 
 

• During a new member’s first 90 days of employment. 
 

• When any part or all of an employee’s salary is paid by federal funding sources, a privately 
sponsored source, from non-educational and general, or local funds. 
 

• When the employing district is a public junior college or junior college district, the 

employer shall contribute to the retirement system an amount equal to 50% of the state 

contribution rate for certain instructional or administrative employees; and 100% of the 
state contribution rate for all other employees. 

 
In addition to the employer contributions listed above, there are two additional surcharges an 
employer is subject to. 
 

• All public schools, charter schools, and regional educational service centers must 
contribute 1.8 percent of the member’s salary beginning in fiscal year 2023, gradually 
increasing to 2 percent in fiscal year 2025. 
 

• When employing a retiree of the Teacher Retirement System, the employer shall pay both 
the member contribution and the state contribution as an employer after retirement 
surcharge. 

 
Actuarial Assumptions. The total pension liability in the August 31, 2023 actuarial valuation was 

rolled forward to August 31, 2024 and was determined using the following actuarial assumptions: 
 

Valuation Date August 31, 2023 rolled forward 

to August 31, 2024

Actuarial Cost Method Individual Entry Age Normal

Asset Valuation Method Fair Value

Single Discount Rate 7.00%

Long-term expected Investment Rate of Return 7.00%

Inflation 2.30%

Salary Increases including inflation 2.95% to 8.95%

Ad hoc post-employment benefit changes None  
 
The actuarial methods and assumptions used in the determination of the total pension liability are 
the same assumptions used in the actuarial valuation as of August 31, 2023. For a full description 
of these assumptions please see the actuarial valuation report dated November 21, 2023. 

 

Discount Rate. A single discount rate of 7.00 percent was used to measure the total pension 

liability. The single discount rate was based on the expected rate of return on plan investments of 
7.00 percent. The projection of cash flows used to determine this single discount rate assumed 
that contributions from active members, employers and the non-employer contributing entity will 
be made at the rates set by the legislature during the 2019 session. It is assumed that future 
employer and state contributions will be 9.54 percent of payroll in fiscal year 2025 and thereafter. 
This includes all employer and state contributions for active and rehired retirees. 
 

Based on those assumptions, the pension plan’s fiduciary net position was projected to be 
available to make all future benefit payments of current plan members. Therefore, the long-term 
expected rate of return on pension plan investments was applied to all periods of projected benefit 
payments to determine the total pension liability. 
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The long-term rate of return on pension plan investments is 7.00%. The long-term expected rate 
of return on pension plan investments was determined using a building-block method in which 
best estimates ranges of expected future real rates of return (expected returns, net of pension 

plan investment expense and inflation) are developed for each major asset class. These ranges 

are combined to produce the long-term expected rate of return by weighting the expected future 
real rates of return by the target asset allocation percentage and by adding expected inflation. 
Best estimates of geometric real rates of return for each major asset class included in the Systems 
target asset allocation as of August 31, 2024 are summarized below: 
 

Long-Term Expected

Expected Contribution to

Target Geometric Real Long-Term

Asset Class Allocation2 Rate of Return3 Portfolio Returns

Global Equity

U.S. 18.0% 4.4% 1.0%

Non-U.S. Developed 13.0% 4.2% 0.8%

Emerging Markets 9.0% 5.2% 0.7%

Private Equity1 14.0% 6.7% 1.2%

Stable Value

Government Bonds 16.0% 1.9% 0.4%

Absolute Return 0.0% 4.0% 0.0%

Stable Value Hedge Funds 5.0% 3.0% 0.2%

Real Return

Real Assets 15.0% 6.6% 1.2%

Energy and Natural Resources 6.0% 5.6% 0.4%

Commodities 0.0% 2.5% 0.0%

Risk Parity

Risk Parity 8.0% 4.0% 0.4%

Asset Allocation Leverage

Cash 2.0% 1.0% 0.0%

Asset Allocation Leverage -6.0% 1.3% -0.1%

Inflation Expectation 2.4%

Volatility Drag4 -0.7%
Total 100.0% 7.9%

1 Absolute Return includes Credit Sensitive Investments
2 Target allocations are based on the FY2024 policy model.
3 Capital Market Assumptions come from 2024 SAA Study CMA Survey (as of 12/31/2023)
4 The volatility drag results from the converson between arithmetic and geometric mean returns  

 
Discount Rate Sensitivity Analysis. The following table present the Net Pension Liability of the 
plan using the discount rate of 7.00 percent, and what the net pension liability would be if it were 
calculates using a discount rate that is one percentage point lower (6.00 percent) or one 
percentage point higher (8.00 percent) than the current rate.  
 

 1% Decrease in 

Discount Rate 

(6.00%) 

 Discount Rate 

(7.00%) 

 1% Increase in 

Discount Rate 

(8.00%) 

Proportionate share of the net pension liability: 71,269,550$        44,620,065$     22,539,072$         
 

Pension Liabilities, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred 

Inflows of Resources Related to Pensions. At August 31, 2025, the District reported a liability 
of $44,620,065 for its proportionate share of the TRS’s net pension liability. This liability reflects a 
reduction for State pension support provided to the District. The amount recognized by the District 
as its proportionate share of the net pension liability, the related State support, and the total 
portion of the net pension liability that was associated with the District were as follows: 

 

District's proportionate share of the collective net pension liability 44,620,065$         

State's proportionate share that is associated with the District 67,299,892           

Total 111,919,957$         
 

The net pension liability was measured as of August 31, 2024 and the total pension liability used 

to calculate the net pension liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date. The 
employer’s proportion of the net pension liability was based on the employer’s contributions to the 
pension plan relative to the contributions of all employers to the plan for the period September 1, 

2023 through August 31, 2024. 84
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On August 31, 2024, the employer’s proportion of the collective net pension liability was 
0.0730468478%, which was a decrease of 0.0013543375% from its proportion measured as of 
August 31, 2023. 

 

For the year ended August 31, 2025, the District recognized pension expense of $15,971,221 and 
revenue of $8,043,462 for support provided by the State.  
 
On August 31, 2025, the District reported its proportionate share of the TRS’s deferred outflows of 
resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions from the following sources: 

 
 Deferred 

Outflows of 

Resources 

 Deferred 

Inflows of 

Resources 

Differences between expected and actual actuarial experiences 2,459,397$     348,372$         

Changes in actuarial assumptions 2,303,829      308,865          

Differences between projected and actual investment earnings 271,229         -                 

Changes in proportion and differences between the employer's 

  contributions and the proportionate share of contributions 4,596,477      581,143          

Contributions paid to TRS subsequent to the measurement date 4,020,783      -                 

    Totals 13,651,715$   1,238,380$       
 

$4,020,783 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from 
contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net 
pension liability for the year ending August 31, 2026. Other amounts reported as deferred 
outflows and inflows of resources will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

 

Fiscal year Pension Expense

Ended August 31,   Amount 

2026 1,730,043$         

2027 6,083,118           

2028 1,316,133           

2029 (806,300)            

2030 69,558                
 

J. Defined Other Post-Employment Benefit Plans 
 

Plan Description. Belton Independent School District participates in the Texas Public School 
Retired Employees Group Insurance Program (TRS-Care). It is a multiple-employer, cost-sharing 
defined Other Post-Employment Benefit (OPEB) plan that has a special funding situation. The TRS-

Care program was established in 1986 by the Texas Legislature. 
 
The TRS Board of Trustees administers the TRS-Care program and the related fund in accordance 
with Texas Insurance Code Chapter 1575. The Board of Trustees is granted the authority to 
establish basic and optional group insurance coverage for participants as well as to amend benefit 
terms as needed under Chapter 1575.052. The Board may adopt rules, plans, procedures, and 
orders reasonably necessary to administer the program, including minimum benefits and financing 

standards.  
 

OPEB Plan Fiduciary Net Position. Detailed information about the TRS-Care’s fiduciary net 
position is available in the separately-issued TRS Annual Comprehensive Financial Report that 
includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be 
obtained on the Internet at http://www.trs.state.tx.us; by writing to TRS at P.O. Box 149676, 

Austin, TX, 78714-0185; or by calling (800) 223-8778. 
 
Benefits Provided. TRS-Care provides health insurance coverage (TRS-Care 1), at no cost to all 
retirees from public schools, charter schools, regional education service centers and other 
educational districts who are members of the TRS pension plan. Optional dependent coverage is 
available for an additional fee. 
 

Eligible non-Medicare retirees and their dependents may enroll in TRS-Care Standard, a high-
deductible health plan. Eligible Medicare retirees and their dependents may enroll in the TRS-Care 
Medicare Advantage medical plan and the TRS-Care Medicare Rx prescription drug plan. To qualify 
for TRS-Care coverage, a retiree must have at least 10 years of service credit in the TRS pension 

system. There are no automatic post-employment benefit changes; including automatic COLAs. 85
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The premium rates for retirees are reflected in the following table. 
 

Medicare Non-Medicare

Retiree* 135$               200$                 

Retiree and Spouse 529                 689                   

Retiree* and Children 468                 408                   

Retiree and Family 1,020              999                   

* or surviving spouse

TRS-Care Monthly Premium Rates

 
 

Contributions. Contribution rates for the TRS-Care plan are established in state statute by the 
Texas Legislature, and there is no continuing obligation to provide benefits beyond each fiscal 
year. The TRS-Care plan is currently funded on a pay-as-you-go basis and is subject to change 
based on available funding. Funding for TRS-Care is provided by retiree premium contributions 
and contributions from the state, active employees, and school districts based upon public school 
district payroll. The TRS Board of trustees does not have the authority to set or amend 

contribution rates. 
 

Texas Insurance Code, section 1575.202 establishes the state’s contribution rate which is 1.25% 
of the employee’s salary. Section 1575.203 establishes the active employee’s rate which is .65% 
of pay. Section 1575.204 establishes an employer contribution rate of not less than 0.25% or not 
more than 0.75% of the salary of each active employee of the public. The actual employer 

contribution rate is prescribed by the Legislature in the General Appropriations Act, which is 0.75 
percent of each active employee’s pay for fiscal year 2024. The following table shows contributions 
to the TRS-Care plan by type of contributor. 
 

2024 2025

Member 0.65% 0.65%

Non-Employer Contributing Entity (State) 1.25% 1.25%

Employers 0.75% 0.75%

Federal/Private Funding Remitted by Employers 1.25% 1.25%

Current fiscal year employer contributions 860,357$         

Current fiscal year member contributions 690,362          

2024 measurement year NECE on-behalf contributions 1,126,306        

Contributions Rates

 
 

In addition to the employer contributions listed above, there is an additional surcharge all TRS 
employers are subject to (regardless of whether or not they participate in the TRS Care OPEB 
program). When employers hire a TRS retiree, they are required to pay to TRS Care, a monthly 
surcharge of $535 per retiree.  
 
Actuarial Assumptions. The actuarial valuation was performed as of August 31, 2023. Update 
procedures were used to roll forward the Total OPEB liability to August 31, 2024.  

 
The actuarial valuation of the OPEB plan offered through TRS-Care is similar to the actuarial 
valuation performed for the pension plan, except that the OPEB valuation is more complex. The 
demographic assumptions were developed in the experience study performed for TRS for the 
period ending August 31, 2021. The following assumptions and other inputs used for members of 
TRS-Care are based on an established pattern of practice and are identical to the assumptions 

used in the August 31, 2023 TRS pension actuarial valuation that was rolled forward to August 31, 

2024: 
 

Rates of Mortality Rates of Disability 

Rates of Retirement General Inflation

Rates of Termination Wage Inflation  
 

The active mortality rates were based on PUB(2010), Amount‐Weighted, Below‐Median Income, 

Teacher male and female tables (with a two‐year set forward for males). The post‐retirement 

mortality rates for healthy lives were based on the 2021 TRS of Texas Healthy Pensioner Mortality 
Tables. The rates were projected on a fully generational basis using the ultimate improvement 
rates from mortality projection scale MP‐2021. 
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Additional Actuarial Methods and Assumptions
Valuation Date August 31, 2023 rolled forward to 

August 31, 2024
Individual Entry Age Normal

Inflation 2.30%
Discount Rate 3.87% as of August 31, 2024
Aging Factors Based on the Society of Actuaries' 

2013 Study "Health Care Costs - From 

Birth to Death"

Expenses Third-party administrative expenses

related to the delivery of health care

benefits are included in the age-

adjusted claim costs
Projected Salary Increases 2.95% to 8.95%

Healthcare Trend Rates 4.25 to 7.75%

Election Rates Normal Retirement: 62% participation

prior to age 65 and 25% participation

after age 65. 30% of pre-65 retirees

are assumed to discontinue coverage

at age 65.

Ad hoc post-employment benefit changes None  
 

Discount Rate. A single discount rate of 3.87% was used to measure the total OPEB liability. 
There was a decrease of 0.26 percent in the discount rate since the previous year. 
 

Because the investments are held in cash and there is no intentional objective to advance fund the 
benefits, the Single Discount Rate is equal to the prevailing municipal bond rate. 
 
The source of the municipal bond rate is the Fixed Income Municipal bonds with 20 years to 
maturity that include only federally tax-exempt municipal bonds as reported in the Bond Buyer's 
"20-Bond GO Index", as of August 31, 2024. 
 

Discount Rate Sensitivity Analysis. The following schedule shows the impact of the Net OPEB 
Liability if the discount rate used was 1% less than the discount rate that was used (3.87%) in 
measuring the Net OPEB Liability.  

 
 1% Decrease in 

Discount Rate 

(2.87%) 

 Discount Rate 

(3.87%) 

 1% Increase in 

Discount Rate 

(4.87%) 

Proportionate share of the net OPEB liability 35,683,870$      30,035,746$      25,471,746$       
 

Healthcare Cost Trend Sensitivity Analysis. The following schedule shows the impact of the 
Net OPEB Liability if a healthcare trend rate that is 1% less than and 1% greater than the 
assumed healthcare cost trend rate. 
 

Current Healthcare

1% Decrease Cost Trend Rate 1% Increase

Proportionate share of net OPEB liability 24,459,656$      30,035,746$      37,301,947$       
 

OPEB Liabilities, OPEB Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred 
Inflows of Resources Related to OPEBs. At August 31, 2025, the District reported a liability of 
$30,035,746 for its proportionate share of the TRS’s Net OPEB Liability. This liability reflects a 
reduction for State OPEB support provided to the District. The amount recognized by the District 
as its proportionate share of the net OPEB liability, the related State support, and the total portion 

of the net OPEB liability that was associated with the District were as follows: 
 

District's proportionate share of the collective net OPEB liability 30,035,746$     

State's proportionate share that is associated with the District 37,634,382      

Total 67,670,128$     
 

 
The Net OPEB Liability was measured as of August 31, 2024 and the Total OPEB Liability used to 
calculate the Net OPEB Liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date. The 
employer’s proportion of the Net OPEB Liability was based on the employer’s contributions to the 

OPEB plan relative to the contributions of all employers to the plan for the period September 1, 
2023 thru August 31, 2024. 87
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At August 31, 2024 the employer’s proportion of the collective Net OPEB Liability was 
0.0989595709% which is a decrease of 0.0015125183% from its proportion measured as of 
August 31, 2023.  

 

Changes Since the Prior Actuarial Valuation. The following were changes to the actuarial 
assumptions or other inputs that affected measurement of the Total OPEB liability since the prior 
measurement period:  

 
• The discount rate changed from 4.13 percent as of August 31, 2023 to 3.87 percent as of 

August 31, 2024, accompanied by revised demographic and economic assumptions based 
on the TRS experience study. 

• The tables used to model the impact of aging on the underlying claims were revised. 
 
For the year ended August 31, 2025, the District recognized OPEB expense of ($7,104,373) and 
revenue of ($4,891,775) for support provided by the State.  

 
At August 31, 2025, the District reported its proportionate share of the TRS’s deferred outflows of 

resources and deferred inflows of resources related to other post-employment benefits from the 

following sources: 
Deferred Deferred

Outflows of Inflows of 

Resources Resources

Differences between expected and actual actuarial experiences 5,756,844$      14,989,466$    

Changes in actuarial assumptions 3,844,221        9,800,316        

Differences between projected and actual investment earnings -                 84,110            

Changes in proportion and differences between the employer's 

   contributions and the proportionate share of contributions 7,624,412        680,662           

Contributions paid to TRS subsequent to the measurement date 860,357           -                 

    Totals 18,085,834$    25,554,554$     
 

$860,357 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB resulting from contributions 
subsequent to the measurement date, which will be recognized as a reduction of the net OPEB 

liability in the measurement year ended August 31, 2026. Other amounts reported as deferred 
outflows and inflows of resources related to OPEB will be recognized in OPEB expense as follows: 

 
For the Year OPEB

Ended August 31, Expense

2026 (2,993,860)$            

2027 (1,633,510)              

2028 (2,107,809)              

2029 (1,645,825)              

2030 (653,147)                 

Therafter 705,074                   
 

K. Deferred Compensation Plan 
 

The District offers its employees deferred compensation plans created in accordance with Internal 
Revenue Code Section 403(b). The trust agreement establishes that all assets and income of the 

trust are for the exclusive benefit of eligible employees and their beneficiaries. The District does 
not have any fiduciary responsibility or administrative duties relating to the deferred compensation 

plan other than remitting employee’s contribution to the trustee. Accordingly, the District has not 
presented the assets and income from the plan in these financial statements. The deferred 
compensation investments are held by an outside trustee. Plan investments are chosen by the 
individual (employee) participant and include mutual funds whose focus is on stocks, bonds, 
treasury securities, money market-type investments or a combination of these. 

 
The plan, available to all permanent District employees, permits them to defer until future years 
up to 100% of annual gross earnings not to exceed $23,500. Employees over age 50 can 
contribute an additional $7,500. The District does not allow for any other catch-up provisions. The 
deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death or 
unforeseeable emergency. 
 

Additionally, the District offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance 
with IRC 457. The plan, available to all permanent District employees, permits them to defer a 
portion of their salaries until future years. The deferred compensation is not available to 

employees until termination, retirement, death or unforeseeable emergency. 88
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All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with those 

amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property or rights are solely the property 

and rights of the participants. Participants’ rights under the plan are in an amount equal to the fair 

value of the deferred account for each participant. Investments that are held by an outside trustee 

in the deferred compensation plan are not reported in the District’s financial statements as the 

District maintains no fiduciary responsibility for such assets. 

L. Active Employee Health Care Coverage

During the period ended August 31, 2025, employees of the District were covered by a state-wide
health care plan, TRS Active Care with AETNA, Scott & White, and First Care. The District’s
participation in this plan is renewable annually. The District paid into the Plan $410 per month per
employee. Employees, at their option, pay premiums for any coverage above these amounts as
well as for dependent coverage.

The Teachers Retirement System (TRS) manages TRS Active Care. The medical plan is
administered by AETNA, FIRSTCARE and Scott and White HMO. Medco Health administers the
prescription drug plan. The latest financial information on the state-wide plan may be obtained by
writing to the TRS Communications Department, 1000 Red River Street, Austin, Texas 78701, by
calling the TRS Communications Department at 1-800-223-8778, or by downloading the report
from the TRS Internet website, www.trs.state.tx.us, under the TRS Publications heading.

M. Medicare Part D Coverage

Medicare Part D – On-behalf Payments. The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and
Modernization Act of 2003, which was effective January 1, 2006, established prescription drug
coverage for Medicare beneficiaries known as Medicare Part D. One of the provisions of Medicare

Part D allows for the Texas Public School Retired Employee Group Insurance Program (TRS-Care) to
receive retiree drug subsidy payments from the federal government to offset certain prescription

drug expenditures for eligible TRS-Care participants. These on-behalf payments of $791,050,
$578,800, and $543,577 were recognized for the years ended August 31, 2025, 2024, and 2023,
respectively, as equal revenues and expenditures.

N. Risk Management

State law allows school districts to retain risk through its own risk management program (i.e., a
“self-insurance” program), insure through a commercial carrier, or insure through a public entity

risk pool. The District has insurable risks in various areas, including property, casualty,
automobile, comprehensive liability, unemployment, and workmen’s compensation. During the
2024-2025 fiscal year, the District obtained insurance against such risk through a public entity risk
pool (TASB). Administration believes the amount and types of coverage are adequate to protect

the District from losses which could reasonably be expected to occur.

The District pays annual premiums to the pool for workers’ compensation and property/casualty

coverage. The pool handles all claims and provides defense as is necessary. The risk of loss is
effectively transferred to the insurer and the District is not responsible for claims in excess of
premium paid.

O. Commitments and Contingencies

The District can be a defendant in a lawsuit from time to time. In the opinion of the District's legal

counsel, the District has no significant legal actions that could have a material adverse effect on
the financial condition of the District.

The District participates in grant programs which are governed by various rules and regulations of
the grantor agencies. Costs charged to the respective grant programs are subject to audit and
adjustment by the grantor agencies; therefore, to the extent that the District has not complied with

the rules and regulations governing the grants, refunds of any money received may be required and
the collectability of any related receivable may be impaired. In the opinion of the District, there are
no significant contingent liabilities relating to compliance with the rules and regulations governing
the respective grants; therefore, no provision has been recorded in the accompanying combined
financial statements for such contingencies.

89



 

44 

The District has active construction projects as of August 31, 2025. The projects are as follows:  
 

Project Spent-to-Date

Remaining 

Commitment

Elementary School #12 construction 38,720,831$   -$              

Elementary School #13 construction 39,359,589     189,543         

Delta Program Facility 3,887,355       957,636         

Southwest Elementary Addition 15,195,769     2,350,841       

Belton High School Addition 32,386,935     2,640,933       

Lake Belton Middle School Addition 11,537,889     853,214         

Agriculture Faciity 3,828,923       -                

HVAC Replacements 43,847           3,765,855       

Total 144,961,138$ 10,758,022$   
 

 
P. Change in Accounting Principle 

 
During fiscal year 2025, the District implemented GASB Statement No. 101, Compensated 
Absences. The adoption of this standard resulted in the recognition of additional liabilities for 

compensated absences. The cumulative effect of the accounting change increased compensated 
absences liabilities and decreased beginning net position by $2,851,983 in the Governmental 
Activities as of the beginning of fiscal year 2025.  
 

Q. Related Party Transactions 

 
In fiscal year 2025, the District purchased goods and services from a vendor in the amount of 
$25,772. The family business of a member of the Board of Trustees has done work for the District 
throughout the year. The board member has followed all appropriate conflict of interest laws and 
District policies. Further, when approving the vendor, the member of the Board of Trustees 
abstained from voting. 

 
R. New Accounting Standards 

 
Significant new accounting standards issued by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) not yet implemented by the District includes the following:  
 

GASB Statement No. 103, Financial Reporting Model Improvements – The objective of this 
Statement is to improve key components of the financial reporting model to enhance its 
effectiveness in providing information that is essential for decision making and assessing a 
government’s accountability. This Statement also addresses certain application issues. This 
Statement will become effective for reporting periods beginning after June 15, 2025, and the 

impact has not yet been determined. 
 
GASB Statement No. 104, Disclosure of Certain Capital Assets – The objective of this Statement is 
to provide users of government financial statements with essential information about certain types 
of capital assets. This Statement requires certain types of capital assets to be presented 
separately in the note disclosures, including right-to-use assets related to leases, Subscription-

Based Information Technology Arrangements, and public-private or public-public partnerships. 
Other intangible assets are also required to be presented separately by major class. Additional 

disclosures have also been required for capital assets held for sale. This Statement will become 
effective for reporting periods beginning after June 15, 2025, and the impact has not yet been 
determined.  
 
GASB Statement No 105, Subsequent Events – The objective of this Statement is to improve the 

financial reporting requirements for subsequent events, thereby enhancing consistency in their 
application and better meeting the information needs of financial statement users. This Statement 
will become effective for fiscal years beginning after June 15, 2026, and the impact has not yet 
been determined. 
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EXHIBIT G-1

Variance with

Data Actual Final Budget

Control Amounts Positive

Codes Original Final (GAAP Basis) (Negative)

REVENUES

5700 Local and intermediate sources 49,638,740$    49,098,154$    49,263,794$    165,640$     

5800 State program 91,789,048      93,456,832      93,788,492      331,660       

5900 Federal program 1,275,000       1,575,000       1,581,372       6,372          

5020 Total revenues 142,702,788    144,129,986    144,633,658    503,672       

EXPENDITURES

Current:

0011 Instruction 82,799,213      84,978,778      83,297,746      1,681,032    

0012 Instructional resources and media services 1,681,820       1,720,296       1,653,809       66,487         

0013 Curriculum and staff development 3,493,446       3,953,351       3,797,008       156,343       

0021 Instructional leadership 2,585,959       2,629,448       2,575,663       53,785         

0023 School leadership 8,926,278       9,180,971       9,164,464       16,507         

0031 Guidance, counseling, and evaluation services 6,493,757       6,495,940       6,228,391       267,549       

0032 Social work services 190,642          220,642          192,641          28,001         

0033 Health services 2,317,384       2,392,384       2,285,181       107,203       

0034 Student transportation 7,445,559       6,120,495       5,696,024       424,471       

0036 Extracurricular activities 5,772,042       5,707,862       5,570,277       137,585       

0041 General administration 4,234,706       4,684,816       4,526,532       158,284       

0051 Facilities maintenance and operations 15,320,734      14,822,759      14,441,769      380,990       

0052 Security and monitoring services 2,873,362       2,684,165       2,674,283       9,882          

0053 Data processing services 4,805,106       5,282,062       4,713,117       568,945       

Debt service:

0071 Principal on long-term debt 354,683          989,314          887,201          102,113       

0072 Interest on long-term debt -                 65,369            65,369            -              

0081 Capital outlay -                 298,019          276,976          21,043         

Intergovernmental:

0095 Payments to juvenile justice alternative 

education programs 15,000            -                 -                 -              

0097 Payments to tax increment fund 750,000          502,433          493,459          8,974          

0099 Other intergovernmental charges 800,000          770,000          746,754          23,246         

6030 Total expenditures 150,859,691    153,499,104    149,286,664    4,212,440    

1100 EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF 

REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (8,156,903)      (9,369,118)      (4,653,006)      4,716,112    

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

7912 Sale of Property -                 1,601,878       1,601,078       (800)            

7913 Issuance of leases/SBITAs -                 679,611          505,104          (174,507)     

7080 Total other financing sources (uses) -                 2,281,489       2,106,182       (175,307)     

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES (8,156,903)      (7,087,629)      (2,546,824)      4,540,805    

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 36,152,885      36,152,885      36,152,885      -              

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING 27,995,982$    29,065,256$    33,606,061$    4,540,805$  

Budgeted Amounts

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this schedule. 45
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NOTES TO REQUIRED BUDGETARY SCHEDULE 

 

 AUGUST 31, 2025 
 
   
 
Budgetary Information 
 
 The Board of Trustees adopts an “appropriated budget” for the General Fund, the National School 

Breakfast and Lunch Program Fund, and the Debt Service Fund. The District is required to present the adopted 
and final amended budgeted revenues and expenditures for each of these funds. The District compares the 
final amended budget to actual revenues and expenditures. The District presented the General Fund 
comparison schedule as required supplementary information. The Debt Service Fund and National School 
Breakfast and Lunch Program Fund budgetary comparison schedules are presented as required TEA schedules.  

 

 The following procedures are followed in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the financial 
statements: 
 

1. Prior to August 20 the District prepares a budget for the next succeeding fiscal year 
beginning September 1. The opening budget includes proposed expenditures and the 
means of financing them. 
 

2. A meeting of the Board is then called for the purpose of adopting the proposed budget.  At 
least ten days’ public notice of the meeting must be given. 
 
Prior to September 1, the budget is legally enacted by a motion to adopt by the Board. 
Once a budget is approved, it can only be amended at the function and fund level be 

approval of a majority of the members of the Board. Amendments are presented to the 
Board at its regular meetings. Each amendment must have Board approval. As required by 

law, such amendments are made before the fact, are reflected in the official minutes of 
the Board, and are not made after fiscal year end. Because the District has a policy of 
careful budgetary control, several amendments were necessary during the year. 
Amendments were made throughout the year for transfers to and from other funds and for 
transfers to and from other functions. The following amendments were significant. 
 

• Budgeted local revenue in the General Fund was decreased by $540,586 to 
account for decreased property tax collections resulting from the homestead 
exemption increase. 

 
• Budgeted state revenue in the General Fund increased by $1,667,784 to 

compensate for the lost tax collections through a hold-harmless provision provided 

by the State. In addition to increased TRS On-Behalf revenues. 

 
• Budgeted federal revenue in the General Fund increased $300,000 to account for 

an unforeseen increase in SHARS reimbursements from the State. 
 

• General Fund budgeted expenditures increased $2,639,413 for salaries and 
contracted services.  

 

• Other financing sources in the General Fund increased $2,281,489 to account for 
the sale of two major properties in addition to the issuance of new leases. 
 

3. Each budget is controlled by the budget coordinator at the revenue and expenditure 
function level. Budgeted amounts are as amended by the Board. All budget appropriations 

lapse at year end. 
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Measurement year ended August 31, 2024 2023 2022

District's proportion of the net pension liability (asset) 0.0730468% 0.0744012% 0.0658065%

District's proportionate share of the net pension liability 

(asset) 44,620,065$    51,106,435$    39,067,629$    

State's proportionate share of the net pension liability 

(asset) associated with the District 67,299,892      74,441,182      69,794,520      

Total 111,919,957$  125,547,617$  108,862,149$  

District's covered payroll 107,479,305$  101,010,246$  94,665,326$    

District's proportionate share of the net pension liability 

(asset) as a percentage of its covered payroll 41.52% 50.60% 41.27%

Plan fiduciary net position as a percentage of the total 

pension liability 77.51% 73.15% 75.62%

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF THE DISTRICT'S PROPORTIONATE SHARE
OF THE NET PENSION LIABILITY
TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

47
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EXHIBIT G-2

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

0.0637225% 0.0561062% 0.0532919% 0.0500841% 0.0500031% 0.0472361% 0.0453525%

16,227,867$  30,049,360$  27,702,785$  27,567,478$  15,988,290$  17,849,838$  16,031,505$  

30,895,110    58,301,421    49,189,169    53,853,569    32,111,147    38,914,098    44,415,509    

47,122,977$  88,350,781$  76,891,954$  81,421,047$  48,099,437$  56,763,936$  60,447,014$  

89,363,827$  77,446,712$  68,749,686$  65,657,907$  63,726,646$  61,341,434$  58,463,299$  

18.16% 38.80% 40.30% 41.99% 25.09% 29.10% 27.42%

88.79% 75.54% 75.24% 73.74% 82.17% 78.43% 78.43%
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Fiscal year ended August 31, 2025 2024 2023

Contractually required contribution 4,020,783$      4,116,289$      3,824,398$      

Contributions in relation to the contractually required contribution (4,020,783)      (4,116,289)      (3,824,398)      

Contribution deficiency (excess) -$               -$               -$               

District's covered payroll 106,209,515$  107,479,305$  101,010,246$  

Contribution as a percentage of covered payroll 3.79% 3.83% 3.79%

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS
TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST  31, 2025
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EXHIBIT G-3

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

3,070,726$    2,719,447$    2,295,618$    1,867,871$    1,688,704$    1,515,430$    1,638,666$    

(3,070,726)     (2,719,447)     (2,295,618)     (1,867,871)     (1,688,704)     (1,515,430)     (1,638,666)     

-$              -$              -$              -$              -$              -$              -$              

94,665,326$  89,363,827$  77,446,712$  68,749,686$  65,657,907$  63,726,646$  61,341,434$  

3.24% 3.04% 2.96% 2.72% 2.57% 2.38% 2.67%
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Mesasurement year ended August 31, 2024 2023 2022

District's proportion of the net OPEB liability 

(asset) 0.0989596% 0.1004721% 0.0927696%

District's proportionate share of the net OPEB 

liability (asset) 30,035,746$   22,242,818$   22,212,770$   

State's proportionate share of the net OPEB liability 

(asset) associated with the District 37,634,382     26,839,378     27,096,089     

Total 67,670,128$   49,082,196$   49,308,859$   

District's covered-employee payroll 107,479,305$  101,010,246$  94,665,326$   

District's proportionate share of the net OPEB 

liability (asset) as a percentage of its covered-

employee payroll 27.95% 22.02% 23.46%

Plan fiduciary net position as a percentage of the 

total OPEB liability 13.70% 11.94% 11.52%

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Note: This schedule is required to have 10 years of information but the information prior to 2017 is not

available.

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM
OF THE NET OPEB LIABILITY

SCHEDULE OF THE DISTRICT'S PROPORTIONATE SHARE
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EXHIBIT G-4

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

0.0921432% 0.0848058% 0.0815581% 0.0793815% 0.0785869%

35,543,766$   32,238,498$   38,569,841$   39,635,918$   34,174,480$   

47,620,726     43,320,813     51,250,692     56,028,057     49,471,494     

83,164,492$   75,559,311$   89,820,533$   95,663,975$   83,645,974$   

89,363,827$   77,446,712$   68,749,686$   65,657,907$   63,726,646$   

39.77% 41.63% 56.10% 60.37% 53.63%

6.18% 4.99% 2.66% 1.57% 0.91%
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Fiscal year ended August 31, 2025 2024 2023

Contractually required contribution 860,357$        898,367$        863,179$        

Contributions in relation to the
 contractually required contribution (860,357)         (898,367)         (863,179)         

Contribution deficiency (excess) -$               -$               -$               

District's covered-employee payroll 106,209,515$  107,479,305$  101,010,246$  

Contribution as a percentage of covered-employee 

payroll 0.81% 0.84% 0.85%

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM

SCHEDULE OF DISTRICT OPEB CONTRIBUTIONS

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Note: This schedule is required to have 10 years of information but the information prior to 2018 is not

available.
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EXHIBIT G-5

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018

761,955$        719,898$        645,728$        580,418$        549,224$        

(761,955)         (719,898)         (645,728)         (580,418)         (549,224)         

-$               -$               -$               -$               -$               

94,665,326$   89,363,827$   77,446,712$   68,749,686$   65,657,907$   

0.80% 0.81% 0.83% 0.84% 0.84%
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206 211 224
Data ESEA ESEA I, A IDEA

Control Title X, C Improving Part B
Codes Homeless Basic Program Formula

ASSETS

1110 Cash and cash equivalents -$                 -$                 -$                

1240 Due from other governments 352                  257,273            157,452           

1300 Inventories -                   -                   -                  

1000 Total assets 352                  257,273            157,452           

LIABILITIES 
2110 Accounts payable -                   6,339               -                  

2160 Accrued wages payable -                   80,936             -                  

2170 Due to other funds 352                  169,998            157,452           

2300 Unearned revenues -                   -                   -                  

Total liabilities 352                  257,273            157,452           

FUND BALANCES
Nonspendable:

3410 Inventories -                   -                   -                  
Restricted:

3450 Federal or state grant restrictions -                   -                   -                  

3545 Committed for campus activities -                   -                   -                  

3000 Total fund balances -                   -                   -                  

4000 Total liabilities and fund balances 352$                257,273$          157,452$         

AUGUST 31, 2025

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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EXHIBIT H-1

225 240 242 244 255 263
IDEA National  Summer Vocational ESEA II, A Title III, A
Part B Breakfast and Feeding Ed Basic Training and English Lang.

Preschool Lunch Program Program Grant Recruiting Acquisition

3,001$               4,005,644$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                  

-                    361,739              -                     7,283                 74,740                20,766               

-                    236,178              -                     -                     -                     -                    

3,001                4,603,561           -                     7,283                 74,740                20,766               

-                    308,964              -                     -                     12,172                -                    

3,001                77,429                -                     -                     -                     -                    

-                    -                     -                     7,283                 62,568                20,766               

-                    317,040              -                     -                     -                     -                    

3,001                703,433              -                     7,283                 74,740                20,766               

-                    96,606              -                     -                     -                     -                    

-                    3,803,522           -                     -                     -                     -                    

-                    -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    

-                    3,900,128           -                     -                     -                     -                    

3,001$               4,603,561$         -$                   7,283$               74,740$              20,766$             
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289 397 410
Data Other Federal Advanced State

Control Special  Placement Instructional
Codes Revenue Incentives Materials

ASSETS

1110 Cash and cash equivalents 1,080$             15,008$           -$                

1240 Due from other governments 8,170               -                  91,836             

1300 Inventories -                  -                  -                  

1000 Total assets 9,250               15,008            91,836             

LIABILITIES 
2110 Accounts payable -                  -                  3,104               

2160 Accrued wages payable -                  -                  -                  

2170 Due to other funds -                  -                  88,452             

2300 Unearned revenues -                  15,008            280                 

Total liabilities -                  15,008            91,836             

FUND BALANCES
Nonspendable:

3410 Inventories -                  -                  -                  
Restricted:

3450 Federal or state grant restrictions 9,250               -                  -                  

3545 Committed for campus activities -                  -                  -                  

3000 Total fund balances 9,250               -                  -                  

4000 Total liabilities and fund balances 9,250$             15,008$           91,836$           

AUGUST 31, 2025

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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EXHIBIT H-1

429 461 499 Total 
Other State Campus Locally Funded Nonmajor

Special Activity Special Revenue Special 
Revenue Funds Funds Funds Revenue

1,433$              2,378,343$       362,410$         6,766,919$      

3,432                -                   -                  983,043          

-                   -                   -                  236,178          

4,865                2,378,343         362,410           7,986,140        

-                   1,891               -                  332,470          

-                   -                   -                  161,366          

-                   -                   -                  506,871          

-                   -                   -                  332,328          

-                   1,891               -                  1,333,035        

-                   -                   -                  96,606            

4,865                -                   -                  3,817,637        

-                   2,376,452         362,410           2,738,862        

4,865                2,376,452         362,410           6,653,105        

4,865$              2,378,343$       362,410$         7,986,140$      
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206 211 224

Data ESEA ESEA I, A IDEA

Control Title X, C Improving Part B

Codes Homeless Basic Program Formula

REVENUES

5700 Local and intermediate sources -$                -$                -$               

5800 State program -                  -                 -                 

5900 Federal program 28,430             1,991,349        2,392,998       

5020 Total revenues 28,430             1,991,349        2,392,998       

EXPENDITURES

Current:

0011 Instruction -                  1,439,413        -                 

0012 Instruction resources and media services -                  -                 -                 

0013 Curriculum and instructional 

staff development -                  259,888          488,902          

0021 Instructional leadership -                  -                 -                 

0023 School leadership -                  15,000            -                 

0031 Guidance, counseling, evaluation services -                  -                 1,494,640       

0032 Social work services 28,430             119,225          -                 

0034 Student (pupil) transportation -                  -                 -                 

0035 Food services -                  -                 -                 

0036 Extracurricular activities -                  -                 -                 

0041 General administration -                  -                 -                 

0052 Security and monitoring services -                  -                 -                 

0053 Data processing services -                  -                 40,146            

0061 Community services -                  157,823          -                 

Intergovernmental:

0093 Payments related to shared service 

arrangements -                  -                 369,310          

6030 Total expenditures 28,430             1,991,349        2,392,998       

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

7915 Transfers in -                  -                 -                 

8911 Transfers out -                  -                 -                 

7080 Total other financing sources (uses) -                  -                 -                 

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES -                  -                 -                 

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING -                  -                 -                 

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING -$                -$                -$               

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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EXHIBIT H-2

225 240 242 244 255 263

IDEA National Summer Vocational ESEA II, A Title III, A

Part B Breakfast and Feeding Ed Basic Training and English Lang.

Preschool Lunch Program Program Grant Recruiting Acquisition

-$                       2,724,462$           -$                     -$                    -$                     -$                    

-                         126,302                -                       -                      -                       -                      

24,790                   5,227,380             54,633                  149,144               461,786                92,616                 

24,790                   8,078,144             54,633                  149,144               461,786                92,616                 

24,790                   -                       -                       53,837                 -                       28,737                 

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       2,013                  461,786                54,776                 

-                         -                       -                       93,294                 -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         9,017,075             82,574                  -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       9,103                  

-                         -                       -                       -                      -                       -                      

24,790                   9,017,075             82,574                  149,144               461,786                92,616                 

-                         -                       27,941                  -                      -                       -                      

-                         (27,941)                -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         (27,941)                27,941                  -                      -                       -                      

-                         (966,872)              -                       -                      -                       -                      

-                         4,867,000             -                       -                      -                       -                      

-$                       3,900,128$           -$                     -$                    -$                     -$                    

60

109



289 397 410

Data Other Federal Advanced State

Control Special  Placement Instructional

Codes Revenue Incentives Materials

REVENUES

5700 Local and intermediate sources -$                  -$                  -$                  

5800 State program -                    -                    1,303,902          

5900 Federal program 224,090             -                    -                    

5020 Total revenues 224,090             -                    1,303,902          

EXPENDITURES

Current:

0011 Instruction 93,779              -                    1,303,902          

0012 Instruction resources and media services -                    -                    -                    

0013 Curriculum and instructional 

staff development 13,590              -                    -                    

0021 Instructional leadership -                    -                    -                    

0023 School leadership -                    -                    -                    

0031 Guidance, counseling, evaluation services 23,085              -                    -                    

0032 Social work services 69,666              -                    -                    

0034 Student (pupil) transportation -                    -                    -                    

0035 Food services -                    -                    -                    

0036 Extracurricular activities -                    -                    -                    

0041 General administration -                    -                    -                    

0052 Security and monitoring services 23,970              -                    -                    

0053 Data processing services -                    -                    -                    

0061 Community services -                    -                    -                    

Intergovernmental:

0093 Payments related to shared service 

arrangements -                    -                    -                    

6030 Total expenditures 224,090             -                    1,303,902          

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

7915 Transfers in -                    -                    -                    

8911 Transfers out -                    -                    -                    

7080 Total other financing sources (uses) -                    -                    -                    

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES -                    -                    -                    

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 9,250                -                    -                    

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING 9,250$              -$                  -$                  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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EXHIBIT H-2

429 461 499 Total 

Other State Campus Locally Funded Nonmajor

Special Activity Special Revenue Special 

Revenue Funds Funds Funds Revenue

-$                 2,887,441$       155,009$        5,766,912$      

1,122,896         -                   -                 2,553,100        

-                   -                   -                 10,647,216      

1,122,896         2,887,441         155,009          18,967,228      

10,141              502,955            66,248            3,523,802        

-                   81,866              7,520              89,386            

-                   646                  -                 1,281,601        

-                   -                   -                 93,294            

-                   42,824              -                 57,824            

-                   -                   -                 1,517,725        

-                   -                   -                 217,321           

-                   1,530               -                 1,530              

-                   -                   -                 9,099,649        

-                   1,834,693         1,057              1,835,750        

-                   1,055               -                 1,055              

1,087,105         -                   -                 1,111,075        

24,000              -                   33,921            98,067            

-                   -                   -                 166,926           

-                   -                   -                 369,310           

1,121,246         2,465,569         108,746          19,464,315      

-                   -                   -                 27,941            

-                   -                   -                 (27,941)           

-                   -                   -                 -                  

1,650               421,872            46,263            (497,087)         

3,215               1,954,580         316,147          7,150,192        

4,865$              2,376,452$       362,410$        6,653,105$      
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1 2 3 10
Net Assessed/

Appraised Beginning
Last Ten Years Ended Value for School Balance
August 31, Maintenance Debt Service Tax Purpose 9/1/2024

2016 and prior years various various various 207,272$         

2017 1.170000      0.270000      2,260,436,690     51,300            

2018 1.170000      0.433000      2,673,408,819     70,610            

2019 1.170000      0.433000      3,090,789,145     86,924            

2020 1.068300      0.396800      3,559,221,555     160,821           

2021 0.968300      0.396800      4,049,813,494     222,052           

2022 0.960300      0.396800      4,582,108,246     261,364           

2023 0.942900      0.394200      5,573,848,702     465,043           

2024 0.757500      0.394200      5,791,972,302     887,211           

2025 0.755200      0.394200      6,260,127,719     -                  

1000 Totals 2,412,597$      

8000 - Taxes refunded

9000 - Tax increment

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF DELINQUENT TAXES RECEIVABLE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

Tax Rates
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EXHIBIT J-1

20 31 32 40 50 99

Current Maintenance Debt Service Entire Ending Total Taxes
Year's Total Total Year's Balance Refunded under

Total Levy Collections Collections Adjustments 8/31/2025 Section 26.115 (c)

-$              26,809$            4,850$               (1,130)$          174,483$      

-               5,742                1,325                 (55)                44,178         

-               10,323              3,820                 (215)              56,252         

-               18,371              6,799                 (312)              61,442         

-               19,986              7,423                 (26,146)          107,266        

-               6,687                2,740                 (31,660)          180,965        

-               3,689                1,524                 (55,860)          200,291        

-               13,058              6,602                 (161,016)        284,367        

-               (38,985)             (20,288)              (544,046)        402,438        

71,953,908    45,427,776       23,712,433         (1,811,936)     1,001,763     

71,953,908$  45,493,456$     23,727,228$       (2,632,376)$   2,513,445$   

102,971$          

493,459$          
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EXHIBIT J-2

Variance with

Data Final Budget

Control Actual Positive

Codes Original Final Amounts (Negative)

REVENUES
5700    Local and intermediate sources 2,450,000$   2,450,000$   2,724,462$  274,462$      

5800    State program 135,000       135,000       126,302       (8,698)          

5900    Federal program 5,540,000    5,540,000    5,227,380    (312,620)      

5020             Total revenues 8,125,000    8,125,000    8,078,144    (46,856)        

EXPENDITURES
   Current:

0035       Food service 10,106,977   9,806,977    9,017,075    789,902       

6030             Total expenditures 10,106,977   9,806,977    9,017,075    789,902       

1100 EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF 

REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURESREVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (1,981,977)   (1,681,977)   (938,931)      (836,758)      

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

8911 Transfers out -              -              (27,941)       (27,941)        

7080     Total other financing sources (uses) -              -              (27,941)       (27,941)        

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES (1,981,977)   (1,681,977)   (966,872)      715,105       

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 4,867,000    4,867,000    4,867,000    -              

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING 2,885,023$   3,185,023$   3,900,128$  715,105$      

Budgeted Amounts

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
BUDGET AND ACTUAL - NATIONAL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAM FUND
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EXHIBIT J-3

Variance with
Data Final Budget

Control Actual Positive
Codes Original Final Amounts (Negative)

REVENUES
5700    Local and intermediate sources 24,939,661$  24,939,661$   24,921,032$   (18,629)$      
5800    State program 3,769,627      4,085,472      4,085,472      -              
5020             Total revenues 28,709,288    29,025,133    29,006,504    (18,629)       

EXPENDITURES
   Debt service:

0071       Principal on long-term debt 9,665,000      9,665,000      9,665,000      -              
0072       Interest on long-term debt 15,528,238    15,528,238    15,528,238    -              
0073       Bond issuance costs and fees 40,000          40,000           30,735           9,265          
6030             Total expenditures 25,233,238    25,233,238    25,223,973    9,265          

1200 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES 3,476,050      3,791,895      3,782,531      (9,364)         

0100 FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING 12,557,449    12,557,449    12,557,449    -              

3000 FUND BALANCES, ENDING 16,033,499$  16,349,344$   16,339,980$   (9,364)$       

Budgeted Amounts

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
BUDGET AND ACTUAL - MAJOR DEBT SERVICE FUND

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025
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EXHIBIT J-4

Section A: Compensatory Education Programs

AP1 Did your district expend any state compensatory education program

state allotment funds during the district’s fiscal year?

Yes

AP2 Does the district have written policies and procedures for its state

compensatory education program?

Yes

AP3 Total state allotment funds received for state compensatory education

programs during the district’s fiscal year.

8,598,829$    

AP4 Actual direct program expenditures for state compensatory education

programs during the district’s fiscal year. (PICs 24, 26, 28, 29, 30)

7,542,919$    

Section B: Bilingual Education Programs

AP5 Did your district expend any bilingual education program state

allotment funds during the district’s fiscal year?

Yes

AP6 Does the district have written policies and procedures for its bilingual

education program?

Yes

AP7 Total state allotment funds received for bilingual education programs

during the district’s fiscal year.

715,612$       

AP8 Actual direct program expenditures for bilingual education programs

during the district’s fiscal year. (PICs 25)

708,367$       

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

USE OF FUNDS REPORT - SELECT STATE ALLOTMENT PROGRAMS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

67

118



 

 

STATISTICAL SECTION 

119



THIS PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 

120



 

 

STATISTICAL SECTION 
 
 

This part of the District statistical annual comprehensive financial report presents detailed information as a 

context for understanding the information in the financial statements, note disclosures, and required 
supplementary information. The statistical section includes a number of schedules that fall within the following 
categories: 
 
 
Contents Page 
 

 
Financial Trend Data          68 – 80 

These schedules contain trend information on how the District’s financial performance and 
well-being have changed over time. 

 

Revenue Capacity Data   81 – 84 

These schedules contain information on the District’s most significant local revenue 
source, the property tax. 

 
Debt Capacity Data   85 – 87 

These schedules present information to help assess the affordability of the District’s 
current levels of outstanding debt and the District’s ability to issue additional debt in the 
future. 

 
Demographic and Economic Information   88 – 91  

These schedules offer demographic and economic indicators to help understand the 
environment within which the District’s financial activities take place. 

 

Operating Information   92 – 96    101-104 
These schedules contain service and infrastructure data to help the reader understand how 

the information in the District’s financial report relates to the service the District provides 
and the activities it performs. 
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TABLE 1

2025 2024 2023 2022 2021

Primary Government
Governmental Activities

Net investment in capital assets 67,076,165$ 66,736,585$ 57,362,953$   60,852,231$   60,207,232$    
Restricted 19,895,379   16,849,594   13,600,899    13,139,219     8,800,420       

Unrestricted (34,430,418)  (27,957,292)  (10,369,708)   (24,095,231)    (24,313,542)    

Total Primary Government 

   Net Position 52,541,126$ 55,628,887$ 60,594,144$   49,896,219$   44,694,110$    

 

   

2020 2019 2018
1 2017 2016

Primary Government

Governmental Activities
Net investment in capital assets 60,723,581$ 57,163,338$ 55,952,818$   52,701,794$   48,771,113$    
Restricted 7,102,909     7,372,936     7,128,296      5,628,129       4,111,421       

Unrestricted (23,421,233)  (19,744,493)  (24,043,627)   18,674,471     17,188,935     

Total Primary Government 

   Net Position 44,405,257$ 44,791,781$ 39,037,487$   77,004,394$   70,071,469$    

1 - In 2018, the District implemented Governmental Accounting Standards Board

Statement No. 75, causing unrestricted net position to become a deficit.

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

NET POSITION BY COMPONENT

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
(ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)
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2025 2024

 Expenses - Governmental Activities: 

 Instruction 91,967,003$          97,626,153$          

 Instructional Resources and Media Services 1,764,242             2,277,088             

 Curriculum and Staff Development 5,012,240             5,021,707             

 Instructional Leadership 2,681,232             2,745,405             

 School Leadership 8,973,855             9,270,808             

 Guidance, Counseling, and Evaluation Services 7,589,212             8,278,551             

 Social Work Services 407,438                632,677                

 Health Services 2,225,588             2,374,731             

 Student Transportation 6,306,879             7,132,659             

 Food Service 8,932,504             8,935,223             

 Extracurricular Activities 8,034,444             8,333,433             

 General Administration 4,659,902             4,529,868             

 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 15,414,867            15,404,126            

 Security and Monitoring Services 3,656,700             3,507,477             

 Data Processing Services 5,478,425             6,316,910             

 Community Services 167,928                33,187                  

 Interest on Long-term Debt 14,016,369            14,429,604            

 Bond Issuance Costs and Fees -                       -                       

Payments Related to Shared Services Arrangements 369,310                346,218                

Payments to Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Programs -                       -                       

 Payments to Tax Increment Fund  493,459                478,695                

 Other Intergovernmental Charges 746,754                709,772                

 Total Governmental Activities  188,898,351          198,384,292          

Program Revenues - Governmental Activities:

Charges for Services:

 Instruction 351,763                339,000                

 Instructional Resources and Media Services 4,629                    4,460                    

 Curriculum and Staff Development 4,628                    4,461                    

 Student Transportation 92,569                  89,211                  

 Extracurricular Activities 3,291,564             3,009,166             

 Food Service 2,477,298             2,579,720             

   Facilities Maintenance and Operations 16,653                  16,698                  

 Data Processing Services 27,107                  25,616                  

 Community Services 9,257                    8,921                    

 Operating Grants and Contributions 21,911,904            26,493,786            

 Capital Grants and Contributions 1,636,695             -                       

Total Governmental Activities Program Revenues 29,824,067            32,571,039            

Net (Expense)Revenue

 Governmental Activities (159,074,284)         (165,813,253)         

General Revenue - Governmental Activities:

 Property Taxes, Levied for General Purposes 45,970,527            42,935,445            

 Property Taxes, Levied for Debt Service 23,944,583            22,266,996            

 Grants and Contributions Not Restricted to Specific Programs 85,639,472            89,680,268            

 Investment Earnings 2,845,299             5,567,162             

 Miscellaneous  438,625                398,125                

 Extraordinary Items  -                       -                       

Total Governmental Activities General Revenues

and Extraordinary Items 158,838,506$        160,847,996$        

Change in Net Position (235,778)$             (4,965,257)$          

Source: District Financial Statements

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

CHANGE IN NET POSITION

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

(ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)
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TABLE 2

2023 2022 2021

87,612,682$          82,005,783$          85,826,989$          

2,033,900             1,350,884             1,866,592             

4,511,468             4,622,013             4,909,692             

2,518,447             2,209,411             2,203,636             

7,972,892             7,363,273             8,258,300             

7,021,717             5,962,719             6,542,151             

652,213                514,566                530,682                

2,091,864             2,162,608             3,343,389             

6,781,934             5,865,237             6,244,752             

7,408,932             6,979,639             6,373,441             

7,897,109             7,382,311             7,797,638             

4,273,816             5,300,828             4,140,991             

13,858,366            13,384,983            14,840,322            

2,379,856             1,571,044             1,753,832             

4,314,469             3,738,079             3,634,859             

33,161                  26,213                  25,925                  

14,893,976            8,225,183             8,699,192             

-                       -                       -                       

296,963                304,000                255,000                

-                       5,665                    9,724                    

400,299                189,964                119,039                

678,678                618,980                569,075                

177,632,742          159,783,383          167,945,221          

343,371                247,148                217,827                

4,518                    3,252                    2,866                    

4,518                    3,252                    2,866                    

90,361                  65,039                  57,323                  

2,939,964             2,412,795             1,818,710             

2,369,735             695,938                594,143                

25,973                  91,765                  81,733                  

29,365                  5,695                    45,863                  

9,036                    6,504                    5,732                    

24,923,301            20,530,332            27,726,810            

-                       -                       -                       

30,740,142            24,061,720            30,553,873            

(146,892,600)         (135,721,663)         (137,391,348)         

51,429,827            43,542,828            39,183,145            

21,458,485            17,949,704            16,000,636            

73,933,172            78,332,742            81,479,957            

10,442,846            556,156                61,687                  

326,195                542,342                331,847                

-                       -                       622,729                

140,923,772$        140,923,772$        137,680,001$        

5,202,109$            5,202,109$            288,653$              
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2020 2019

 Expenses - Governmental Activities: 

 Instruction 78,877,846$          68,093,880$          

 Instructional Resources and Media Services 1,526,649             1,527,395             

 Curriculum and Staff Development 3,782,794             2,879,738             

 Instructional Leadership 1,851,283             1,406,661             

 School Leadership 7,356,279             6,550,809             

 Guidance, Counseling, and Evaluation Services 5,553,624             4,394,269             

 Social Work Services 495,161                444,447                

 Health Services 1,867,751             1,680,688             

 Student Transportation 5,337,563             5,075,058             

 Food Service 5,947,306             6,309,410             

 Extracurricular Activities 6,200,055             6,107,671             

 General Administration 3,589,597             3,502,072             

 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 12,455,714            11,611,639            

 Security and Monitoring Services 1,794,505             1,080,055             

 Data Processing Services 2,921,025             2,765,147             

 Community Services 18,060                  21,769                  

 Interest on Long-term Debt 9,051,611             9,244,447             

 Bond Issuance Costs and Fees -                       299,804                

 Payments Related to Shared Services Arrangements 210,000                147,533                

 Payments to Tax Increment Fund  27,045                  -                       

 Payments to Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program 3,861                    11,667                  

 Other Intergovernmental Charges 593,444                542,839                

 Total Governmental Activities Expenses 149,461,173          133,696,998          

Program Revenues - Governmental Activities:

Charges for Services:

 Instruction 167,303                193,159                

 Instructional Resources and Media Services 2,201                    2,542                    

 Curriculum and Staff Development 2,201                    2,542                    

 Student Transportation 44,027                  50,831                  

 Extracurricular Activities 1,508,266             2,128,171             

 Food Service 1,385,558             1,902,627             

   Facilities Maintenance and Operations 47,148                  63,258                  

 Data Processing Services 126,433                169,748                

 Community Services 4,403                    5,083                    

 Operating Grants and Contributions 25,222,861            21,276,341            

 Capital Grants and Contributions -                       -                       

Total Governmental Activities Program Revenues 28,510,401            25,794,302            

Net (Expense)Revenue

Governmental Activities (120,950,772)         (107,902,696)         

General Revenue - Governmental Activities:

 Property Taxes, Levied for General Purposes 37,872,415            36,091,960            

 Property Taxes, Levied for Debt Service 14,030,246            13,371,250            

 Grants and Contributions Not Restricted to Specific Programs 66,700,253            60,900,881            

 Investment Earnings 1,753,344             2,962,396             

 Miscellaneous 207,990                330,503                

 Extraordinary Items  -                       -                       

Total Governmental Activities General Revenues

and Extraordinary Items 120,564,248$        113,656,990$        

Change in Net Position (386,524)$             5,754,294$            

Source: District Financial Statements

 1 - In 2018, changes in benefits for the TRS-care plan caused negative on-behalf revenues and expenses. 

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
(ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHANGE IN NET POSITION
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TABLE 2

2018
1 2017 2016

40,964,054$          59,322,811$          57,852,027$          

952,714                1,165,886             1,076,018             

1,843,122             2,324,698             2,170,875             

1,043,423             1,870,945             1,659,893             

3,867,836             6,090,700             5,978,525             

2,161,955             3,536,567             3,442,225             

361,576                377,906                341,778                

801,666                1,199,120             1,187,868             

4,210,589             4,655,796             4,743,599             

5,364,347             5,713,748             5,404,954             

5,565,444             4,996,203             3,658,633             

2,332,846             2,779,038             2,793,275             

8,235,212             9,651,120             9,518,998             

731,642                772,778                724,147                

1,858,986             1,989,378             3,599,160             

23,539                  56,461                  42,663                  

8,294,721             5,174,964             4,690,118             

538,235                1,099,244             301,985                

149,000                141,550                127,950                

-                       -                       -                       

1,488                    1,379                    664                       

492,662                426,611                392,448                

89,795,057            113,346,903          109,707,803          

303,961                322,020                286,975                

3,999                    4,237                    3,776                    

3,999                    4,237                    3,776                    

79,990                  84,742                  75,520                  

1,997,234             2,109,635             386,386                

1,940,011             2,694,117             1,797,188             

52,522                  110,902                39,878                  

-                       -                       -                       

7,999                    8,474                    7,552                    

1,288,814             20,712,489            20,902,672            

-                       -                       -                       

5,678,529             26,050,853            23,503,723            

(84,116,528)          (87,296,050)          (86,204,080)          

33,450,535            31,153,139            29,037,285            

12,330,247            7,184,622             6,703,698             

57,569,397            55,251,492            55,212,925            

2,376,372             271,725                90,498                  

350,399                367,997                381,896                

-                       -                       722,690                

106,076,950$        94,228,975$          92,148,992$          

21,960,422$          6,932,925$            5,944,912$            
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2025 2024 2023 2022

General Fund

Nonspendable 114,025$          132,453$         166,350$         171,842$          

Committed -                  -                  -                  -                  

Assigned -                  8,156,903        5,415,391        4,413,666         

Unassigned 33,492,036       27,863,529      34,543,103      34,598,558       

Total General Fund 33,606,061$     36,152,885$    40,124,844$    39,184,066$     

All Other Governmental Funds

Nonspendable 96,606$           288,663$         389,084$         -$                 

Restricted for:

Federal and state programs 3,817,637         4,590,802        4,228,685        3,276,546         

Debt service 16,339,980       12,557,449      9,975,303        10,410,750       

Construction 22,992,721       35,525,990      130,112,075    174,328,878     

Committed 2,738,862         2,270,727        2,140,337        1,904,574         

Assigned for construction -                  -                  110,917           126,877           

Unassigned -                  -                  -                  -                  

Total All Other Governmental Funds 45,985,806$     55,233,631$    146,956,401$   190,047,625$   

Source: District Financial Statements

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

(MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)
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TABLE 3

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

223,466$          263,225$        104,642$          84,891$           95,887$            48,219$           

-                   -                 -                   -                  -                   727,506           

5,452,410         5,732,238       2,041,000         3,060,583         3,852,284         4,743,855         

33,783,544        31,718,229     37,608,118       29,252,090       22,535,391       19,607,281       

39,459,420$      37,713,692$    39,753,760$      32,397,564$     26,483,562$      25,126,861$     

-$                 -$               -$                 132,665$          -$                 95,981$           

861,115            747,619          1,796,136         1,607,727         1,290,080         823,427           

8,042,621         6,468,587       5,956,228         5,684,897         4,616,639         3,343,415         

5,763,373         11,732,361     54,582,709       105,057,375     129,875,610      2,906,087         

1,775,505         1,573,738       1,100,088         976,196           992,018            59,867             

476,640            1,907,865       1,077,453         -                  -                   -                  

-                   -                 -                   -                  (360)                 -                  

16,919,254$      22,430,170$    64,512,614$      113,458,860$   136,773,987$    7,228,777$       
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2025 2024

Revenues

Local and Intermediate 81,588,433$              80,092,190$              

State Programs 100,427,064              103,546,333              

Federal Programs 12,228,588                15,647,377                

Total Revenues 194,244,085              199,285,900              

Expenditures

Current:

Instruction 87,768,321                93,295,777                

Instructional Resources and Media Services 1,743,195                  2,251,971                  

Curriculum and Staff Development 5,078,609                  4,963,721                  

Instructional Leadership 2,668,957                  2,682,356                  

School Leadership 9,222,288                  9,248,401                  

Guidance, Counseling, and Evaluation Services 7,746,116                  8,205,551                  

Social Work Services 409,962                    680,437                    

Health Services 2,285,181                  2,366,760                  

Student Transportation 5,697,554                  6,384,113                  

Food Services 9,099,649                  8,795,488                  

Extracurricular Activities 7,406,027                  7,541,297                  

General Administration 4,527,587                  4,389,752                  

Facilities Maintenance and Operations 14,455,159                14,825,196                

Security and Monitoring Services 3,785,358                  3,606,975                  

Data Processing Services 4,811,184                  5,400,171                  

Community Services 166,926                    32,919                      

Debt Service:

Principal on Long-term Debt 10,552,201                9,677,064                  

Interest on Long-term Debt 15,593,607                15,980,323                

Bond Issuance Costs and Fees 30,735                      24,355                      

Capital Outlay:

Facilities Acquisition and Construction 13,486,777                94,714,050                

Intergovernmental:

Payments to Shared Services Arrangements 369,310                    346,218                    

Payments to Tax Increment Fund 493,459                    478,695                    

Payments to Juvenile Justice Alternative Education

    Programs -                           -                           

Other Intergovernmental Charges 746,754                    709,772                    

Total Expenditures 208,144,916              296,601,362              

Excess (Deficiency) of  Revenues Over (Under)

Expenditures (13,900,831)              (97,315,462)              

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Transfers In 27,941                      863,803                    

Transfers Out (27,941)                     (863,803)                   

Issuance of bonds -                           -                           

Issuance of leases 505,104                    1,555,560                  

Issuance of SBITAs -                           -                           

Issuance of Refunding Bonds -                           -                           

Premium or Discount on Issuance of Bonds -                           -                           

Payments to Refunded Bonds Escrow Agent -                           -                           

Insurance recovery -                           -                           

Sale of Real and Personal Property 1,601,078                  65,173                      

Leases -                           -                           

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 2,106,182                  1,620,733                  

Extraordinary Item -                           -                           

Net Change in Fund Balances (11,794,649)$             (95,694,729)$             

Debt Service as a Percentage of

Noncapital Expenditures 13.67% 13.10%

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Note: Debt service as a percentage of noncapital expenditures is determined by dividing debt service expenditures by total

expenditures less facilities acquisition/construction expenditures and other capital assets (unit price over $5,000).

(MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
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TABLE 4

2023 2022 2021

89,410,624$              66,335,761$              58,421,998$              

82,999,081                87,455,849                90,632,011                

18,760,525                20,622,050                17,342,003                

191,170,230              174,413,660              166,396,012              

82,542,028                80,654,547                78,046,681                

2,134,863                  1,802,066                  1,837,719                  

4,656,281                  5,218,632                  4,814,209                  

2,676,336                  2,373,728                  2,150,801                  

8,294,296                  8,024,306                  8,115,259                  

7,290,417                  6,518,780                  6,426,589                  

663,202                    534,412                    523,413                    

2,177,549                  2,339,184                  2,325,095                  

6,348,005                  6,037,629                  5,595,664                  

7,547,739                  7,022,650                  6,122,693                  

7,395,199                  7,065,938                  6,977,212                  

4,463,603                  3,932,468                  3,851,036                  

13,797,562                14,309,083                14,200,165                

2,461,042                  1,604,544                  1,730,761                  

5,052,803                  3,696,076                  2,943,211                  

33,258                      26,718                      25,281                      

7,970,394                  6,757,689                  8,629,973                  

16,423,482                9,318,192                  9,757,537                  

20,570                      1,616,848                  217,230                    

51,453,124                5,907,235                  5,738,651                  

296,963                    304,000                    255,000                    

400,299                    189,964                    119,039                    

-                           5,665                        9,724                        

678,678                    618,980                    569,075                    

234,777,693              175,879,334              170,982,018              

(43,607,463)              (1,465,674)                (4,586,006)                

-                           3,606                        -                           

-                           (3,606)                       -                           

-                           -                           -                           

1,313,443                  197,107                    -                           

105,615                    -                           -                           

-                           183,635,000              13,610,000                

-                           10,915,961                2,752,936                  

-                           (20,539,500)              (16,164,847)              

-                           110,123                    -                           

37,959                                              -   -                           

-                                                   -   -                           

1,457,017                  174,318,691              198,089                    

-                           622,729                    -                           

(42,150,446)$             173,475,746$            (4,387,917)$              

13.54% 9.60% 11.23%
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2020 2019

Revenues

Local and Intermediate 57,110,530$              57,240,075$              

State Programs 77,324,551                68,559,550                

Federal Programs 9,899,926                  12,079,395                

Total Revenues 144,335,007              137,879,020              

Expenditures

Current:

Instruction 71,383,687                57,738,413                

Instructional Resources and Media Services 1,435,171                  1,454,288                  

Curriculum and Staff Development 3,545,462                  2,724,042                  

Instructional Leadership 1,733,744                  1,331,552                  

School Leadership 6,851,444                  6,160,684                  

Guidance, Counseling, and Evaluation Services 5,153,197                  4,105,138                  

Social Work Services 477,245                    432,248                    

Health Services 1,741,588                  1,598,859                  

Student Transportation 4,905,437                  4,509,379                  

Food Services 5,598,929                  6,542,844                  

Extracurricular Activities 6,730,467                  5,088,939                  

General Administration 3,425,351                  3,327,935                  

Facilities Maintenance and Operations 12,078,602                10,918,991                

Security and Monitoring Services 1,735,000                  1,058,242                  

Data Processing Services 3,114,419                  2,337,310                  

Community Services 17,540                      21,302                      

Debt Service:

Principal on Long-term Debt 6,929,536                  7,324,312                  

Interest on Long-term Debt 10,051,616                9,736,282                  

Bond Issuance Costs and Fees 24,436                      299,804                    

Payment to Bond Refunding Escrow Agent -                           -                           

Capital Outlay:

Facilities Acquisition and Construction 42,707,213                72,369,187                

Intergovernmental:

Payments to Shared Services Arrangements 210,000                    147,533                    

Payments to Tax Increment Fund 3,861                        11,667                      

Payments to Juvenile Justice Alternative Education

    Programs 27,045                      -                           

Other Intergovernmental Charges 593,444                    542,839                    

Total Expenditures 190,474,434              199,781,790              

Excess (Deficiency) of  Revenues Over (Under)

Expenditures (46,139,427)              (61,902,770)              

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Transfers In 3,585,712                  1,025,600                  

Transfers Out (3,585,712)                (1,025,600)                

Bonds Issued -                           18,870,000                

Issuance of Refunding Bonds -                           -                           

Premium or Discount on Issuance of Bonds -                           1,119,580                  

Payments to Refunded Bonds Escrow Agent -                           -                           

Sale of Real and Personal Property -                           323,140                    

Leases 2,018,915                  -                           

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 2,018,915                  20,312,720                

Extraordinary Item -                           -                           

Net Change in Fund Balances (44,120,512)$             (41,590,050)$             

Debt Service as a Percentage of

Noncapital Expenditures 11.98% 13.70%

Note: Debt service as a percentage of noncapital expenditures is determined by dividing debt service expenditures by total

expenditures less facilities acquisition/construction expenditures and other capital assets (unit price over $5,000).

(MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING)

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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TABLE 4

2018 2017 2016

52,906,482$              44,298,755$              38,986,970$              

66,041,308                63,956,171                63,375,103                

11,425,814                10,759,114                8,149,340                  

130,373,604              119,014,040              110,511,413              

55,242,535                53,734,813                50,578,893                

1,306,115                  1,150,621                  1,014,332                  

2,641,628                  2,276,877                  2,084,351                  

1,512,583                  1,831,982                  1,584,059                  

5,922,322                  5,970,964                  5,608,197                  

3,597,526                  3,442,812                  3,264,618                  

418,521                    374,862                    333,771                    

1,255,933                  1,175,264                  1,108,870                  

4,905,571                  3,969,007                  4,702,843                  

5,788,142                  5,509,661                  5,322,760                  

4,929,220                  4,348,793                  3,058,320                  

3,191,243                  2,739,003                  2,629,073                  

9,528,714                  9,433,408                  9,153,560                  

850,159                    763,778                    726,105                    

2,506,557                  2,751,975                  3,185,372                  

25,736                      53,767                      42,663                      

7,099,813                  5,433,489                  5,037,381                  

8,801,544                  5,253,928                  5,028,091                  

538,235                    1,099,244                  301,985                    

-                           -                           115,000                    

27,580,167                7,626,124                  3,748,269                  

149,000                    141,550                    127,950                    

1,488                        1,379                        664                           

-                           -                           -                           

492,662                    426,611                    392,448                    

148,285,414              119,509,912              109,149,575              

(17,911,810)              (495,872)                   1,361,838                  

683,225                    2,201,225                  1,423,494                  

(683,225)                   (2,201,225)                (1,423,494)                

49,145,000                117,440,000              -                           

-                           -                           14,270,000                

6,403,817                  13,640,195                2,292,720                  

(55,038,132)              -                           (16,275,816)              

-                           -                           -                           

-                           317,588                    2,471,763                  

510,685                    131,397,783              2,758,667                  

-                           -                           722,690                    

(17,401,125)$             130,901,911$            4,843,195$                

17.64% 11.46% 10.43%
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2025 2024 2023 2022
Local Sources:
 Property tax 69,220,745$  64,404,968$  72,299,763$  61,320,546$  
 Other 12,367,688       15,687,222 17,110,861       5,015,215 

State sources 100,427,064     103,546,333     82,999,081       87,455,849       

Federal sources 12,228,588 15,647,377       18,760,525 20,622,050 

Total 194,244,085$    199,285,900$    191,170,230$    174,413,660$    

Source: District Financial Statements and Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS REVENUES BY SOURCE

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

54,715,188$   51,861,656$   49,429,215$   45,780,782$   38,337,761$   35,730,973$   
3,706,810 5,248,874 7,810,860        7,125,700       5,960,994       3,255,997 

90,632,011       77,324,551       68,559,550      66,041,308     63,956,171     63,375,103       

17,342,003       9,899,926 12,079,395      11,425,814     10,759,114     8,149,340 

166,396,012$   144,335,007$   137,879,020$  130,373,604$ 119,014,040$  110,511,413$   
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TABLE 6

Maintenance Interest
Total Net and and Total

Fiscal Assessed Total Taxable Operations Sinking Direct
Year Value Exemptions Value Rate Rate Rate
2025 10,194,418,795$    3,934,291,076$      6,260,127,719$      0.7552$         0.3942$  1.1494$      
2024 9,205,440,525 3,413,468,223        5,791,972,302 0.7575        0.3942     1.1517     
2023 7,679,227,381 2,105,378,691        5,573,848,690 0.9429        0.3942     1.3371     
2022 6,284,714,089 1,702,605,843        4,582,108,246 0.9603        0.3968     1.3571     
2021 5,620,697,588 1,570,884,094        4,049,813,494 0.9683        0.3968     1.3651     
2020 5,019,217,110 1,459,995,555        3,559,221,555 1.0683        0.3968     1.4651     
2019 4,328,308,542 1,237,519,397        3,090,789,145 1.1700        0.4330     1.6030     
2018 4,024,512,196 1,351,103,377        2,673,408,819 1.1700        0.4330     1.6030     
2017 3,664,050,039 1,403,613,349        2,260,436,690 1.1700        0.2700     1.4400     
2016 3,416,991,824 1,293,436,127        2,123,555,697 1.1700        0.2700     1.4400     

Note: Assessed value, exemptions, and net taxable value are July certified values.

Source: Bell County Appraisal District

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

TOTAL ASSESSED AND NET TAXABLE 
VALUE OF TAXABLE PROPERTY

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 7

Government 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021

Belton ISD  1.14940  1.15170  1.33710  1.35710  1.36510 
Bell County  0.32370  0.29140  0.31600  0.36800  0.39680 
Bell County MUD #1  0.78300  0.78300  0.81900  0.83150  0.85000 
Belton, City of  0.52250  0.53260  0.58500  0.63000  0.63000 
Morgan's Point Resort, City of  0.62530  0.58000  0.58000  0.61920  0.59580 
Temple JCD  0.20170  0.20170  0.20440  0.22370  0.18370 
Temple, City of  0.62650  0.61300  0.61300  0.64000  0.65250 

Total  4.23210  4.15340  4.45450  4.66950  4.67390 

Government 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

Belton ISD  1.46510  1.60300  1.60300  1.44000  1.44000 
Bell County  0.42080  0.42120  0.42120  0.42120  0.42120 
Bell County MUD #1  0.85000  0.85000  0.85000  0.85000  0.85000 
Belton, City of  0.65980  0.65980  0.65980  0.65980  0.65980 
Morgan's Point Resort, City of  0.59580  0.64210  0.64210  0.64210  0.64210 
Temple JCD  0.18860  0.19795  0.20470  0.20570  0.21000 
Temple, City of  0.67270  0.66120  0.67720  0.65720  0.62980 

Total  4.85280  5.03525  5.05800  4.87600  4.85290 

Source: Bell County Appraisal District

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPERTY TAX RATES - DIRECT AND
OVERLAPPING GOVERNMENTS

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 8

Taxable Percentage of

Type Total

of Assessed Assessed

# Principal Taxpayers Property Valuation Valuation

1 Oncor Electric Delivery Co. LLC Electric Utility/Power Plant 78,450,023$        1.24%

2 River Springs at Barge Ranch Apartments 42,206,193         0.67%

3 Turtle Creek Investments Ltd. Apartments 37,539,084         0.59%

4 Village at Pepper Creek LP Apartments 30,788,456         0.49%

5 Legacy Landing Group Ltd. Apartments 23,720,260         0.37%

6 MFT-Pecan LLC Apartments 23,000,000         0.36%

7 Colonial Corssing Co. Ltd. Apartments 20,715,700         0.33%

8 SCPI8 Partners LP Apartments 18,522,372         0.29%

9 Chappell Hill Equity III Ltd. Apartments 17,993,636         0.28%

10 Chester E Etux Diane M Dickson Individual Residence 16,604,127       0.26%               

Total  309,539,851$      4.88%               

Total Taxable Assessed Valuation  6,341,016,843$    100.00%           

Taxable Percentage of

Type Total

of Assessed Assessed

# Principal Taxpayers Property Valuation Valuation

1 Oncor Electric Delivery Co. LLC Electric Utility/Power Plant 35,886,199$        1.69%

2 Turtle Creek Investments Ltd. Financial/Banking 14,574,595         0.69%

3 HEB Grocery Co. LP Grocery Store 14,042,881         0.66%

4 Wal-Mart Real Estate Business Trust Retail Store 13,797,531         0.65%

5 MFT-Pecan LLC Farm 12,960,063         0.61%

6 Miller Springs Materials LLC Industrial Manufacturing 11,702,377         0.55%

7 Wire Rope Industries USA Inc. Industrial Manufacturing 11,671,909         0.55%

8 Legacy Landing Group Ltd. Commercial Building 11,503,513         0.54%

9 CMH Manufacturing Industrial Manufacturing 8,628,970           0.41%

10 River Springs at Barge Ranch LP Ranch 7,842,031         0.37%               

Total  142,610,069$      6.72%               

Total Taxable Assessed Valuation  2,123,555,687$    100.00%           

Source: Municipal Advisory Council of Texas

2024 Tax Year

2015 Tax Year

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

PRINCIPAL PROPERTY TAXPAYERS

FISCAL YEAR 2025 AND
 NINE YEARS AGO
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TABLE 9

Collected
Percent of Collections as Percent

Fiscal Adjusted Taxes Adjusted in Subsequent Taxes of Current
Year Tax Levy* Collected Tax Levy Years Collected Tax Levy
2025 70,137,458$    69,140,261$    99% -          69,140,261$    99%
2024 64,909,652   64,022,354   99% 59,265)(       63,963,089   99%
2023 72,990,915   72,090,447   99% 150,686     72,241,133   99%
2022 61,475,875   61,026,941   99% 158,761     61,185,702   100%
2021 54,695,675   54,307,000   99% 174,329     54,481,329   100%
2020 51,671,304   51,152,731   99% 387,716     51,540,447   100%
2019 49,147,377   48,791,846   99% 291,773     49,083,619   100%
2018 45,537,887   45,164,789   99% 314,882     45,479,671   100%
2017 38,056,744   37,753,514   99% 257,412     38,010,926   100%
2016 35,366,229   35,102,971   99% 225,997     35,328,968   100%

*As of the current fiscal year
Source:  Bell County Appraisal District and Annual Financial Statements

Use schedule C-3 for adjusted levy
For Taxes Collected use data mining report:  Audit Tax 10 Years Current Years Collections
Use Schedule C-3 for collections in subsequent years

Collected Within the

Fiscal Year of the Levy Total Collections to Date

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

PROPERTY TAX LEVIES AND COLLECTIONS

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 10

Percentage
Total of

Fiscal Bonds Primary Personal Estimated Per
Year Payable Leases SBITAs Government Income Population Capita

 

2025 386,724,215$    474,590$       770,269$        387,969,074$    9.69% 60,908   6,370$    

2024 398,081,631      644,039         1,009,009       399,734,679      7.96% 61,442   6,506   

2023 408,509,166      377,520         662,699          409,549,385      11.42% 60,633   6,755   

2022 417,386,817      406,631         -                 417,793,448      12.79% 59,880   6,977   

2021 252,737,552      66,041          -                 252,803,593      7.93% 57,390   4,405   

2020 261,052,195      2,296,015      -                 263,348,210      8.88% 54,041   4,873   

2019 268,386,034      1,118,636      -                 269,504,670      9.35% 63,508   4,244   

2018 255,939,386      2,082,948      -                 258,022,334      9.04% 61,782   4,176   

2017 259,889,270      3,222,761      -                 263,112,031      9.96% 59,482   4,423   

2016 133,695,540      4,083,662      -                 137,779,202      5.29% 58,314   2,363   

Source: Belton Independent School District, Bell County Appraisal District and Municipal Advisory Council of Texas

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

OUTSTANDING DEBT BY TYPE

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

Governmental Activities
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TABLE 11

 

Ratio of Net

Less  Bonded Debt
General Amounts Net to Total Actual Net

Fiscal Bonded Available for Bonded Property Bonded Debt
Year Debt Debt Service Debt Value per Student

2025 386,724,215$     16,339,980$       370,384,235$    3.63% 27,041$             

2024 398,081,631       12,557,449         385,524,182     4.19% 27,920              

2023 408,509,166       11,024,346         397,484,820     5.18% 29,133              

2022 417,386,817       10,410,750         406,976,067     6.48% 30,540              

2021 252,737,552       8,042,621           244,694,931     6.10% 19,406              

2020 261,052,195       6,468,587           254,583,608     5.07% 20,891              

2019 268,386,034       5,956,228           262,429,806     6.06% 22,081              

2018 255,939,386       5,684,897           250,254,489     6.22% 21,707              

2017 259,889,270       4,616,639           255,272,631     6.97% 22,960              

2016 133,695,540       3,343,415           130,352,125     3.81% 12,001              

Source: District annual financial reports and records and Municipal Advisory Council Report

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

RATIOS OF NET GENERAL BONDED DEBT OUTSTANDING

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

86

141



TABLE 12

Debt Percent Dollar
Taxing Body Outstanding Overlapping Overlap

Bell County 109,355,000$    20.80% 22,745,840$      
Bell County MUD #1 17,855,000        100.00% 17,855,000       
Belton, City of 41,665,000        97.49% 40,619,209       
Morgan's Point Resort, City of 1,802,592          100.00% 1,802,592         
Temple JCD 115,115,000      24.94% 28,709,681       
Temple, City of 486,125,000      25.44% 123,670,200      

Subtotal, overlapping debt 235,402,522$    

Belton Independent School District direct debt 387,969,075$    

Total direct and overlapping debt 623,371,597$    

Source:  Municipal Advisory Council of Texas

Note: Overlapping governments are those that coincide at least in part, with geographic boundaries of the

District. This schedule estimates the portion of the outstanding debt of those overlapping governments that

is borne by the property taxpayers of Belton Independent School District. This process recognizes that, when

considering the District's ability to to issue and repay long-term debt, the entire debt burden borne by the

property taxpayers should be taken into the account. However, this does not imply that every taxpayer is a

resident, and therefore responsible for repaying the debt, of each overlapping government. 

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

ESTIMATED GENERAL OBLIGATION OVERLAPPING DEBT STATEMENT

FISCAL YEAR 2025
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TABLE 13

Median
Fiscal Unemployment Estimated Household Personal 
Year Rate Population Income Income

2025 5.2% 60,908 65,762$   4,005,431,896$   

2024 5.1% 61,442 81,753 5,023,067,826     

2023 5.0% 60,633 59,122 3,584,744,226     

2022 4.6% 59,880 54,556 3,266,813,280     

2021 5.4% 57,390 55,539 3,187,383,210     

2020 3.8% 54,041 54,884 2,965,986,244     

2019 3.6% 63,508 45,365 2,881,040,420     

2018 4.1% 61,782 46,195 2,854,019,490     

2017 4.3% 59,482 44,398 2,640,881,836     

2016 4.5% 58,314 44,691 2,606,110,974     

Note: Median Household Income is for Bell County

Source: Municipal Advisory Council of Texas and US Census and US Labor and Statistics

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC STATISTICS

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 14

Percentage Percentage
of Total of Total

Employer Industry Employees Rank Employment Employees Rank Employment

Belton Indpendent School District Education 2,151     1 15.57%         1,700        1 13.14%         

Bell County Government 1,214     2 8.79%           1,199        2 9.27%           

University of Mary Hardin Baylor Education 699        3 5.06%           627           3 4.85%           

TRU Homes Manufacturing/Distribution 600        4 4.34%           241           7 1.86%           

HEB Retail/Service 540        5 3.91%           325           5 2.51%           

UPS-Customer Center Distribution Center 315        6 2.28%           -           0.00%           

Cedar Crest Hospital & Clinic Healthcare 309        7 2.24%           198           9 1.53%           

CGI IT/Business Process Services 253        8 1.83%           228           8 1.76%           

City of Belton Government 200        9 1.45%           -           0.00%           

Hill Country Transit District Transportation 200        10 1.45%           -           0.00%           

Custom Printing Manufacturing/Distribution -         0.00%           170           10 1.31%           

James Construction Group Construction -         0.00%           600 4 4.64%           

Walmart Retail/Service -         0.00%           323 6 2.50%           

Totals       6,481 46.92%                 5,611 43.37%         

Source: Belton Economic Development Corporation

2025 2016

PRINCIPAL EMPLOYERS

CURRENT YEAR AND NINE YEARS AGO

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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TABLE 15

Fiscal Professional Campus Central Educational Auxiliary Total

Year Teachers Support Administration Administration Aides Staff FTEs

2025 979.2      230.4 59.7 20.0 185.5 558.7       2,033.5 

2024 981.5      236.6 57.5 21.9 207.4 599.6       2,104.5 

2023 976.3      212.3 53.4 21.0 195.3 577.0       2,035.3 

2022 933.7      207.9 56.4 21.9 195.5 564.7       1,980.1 

2021 868.1      196.1 54.5 25.0 178.5 550.7       1,872.9 

2020 781.2      168.1 49.4 17.2 169.0 522.1       1,707.0 

2019 750.1      141.6 44.9 18.4 155.6 478.7       1,589.3 

2018 723.5      138.6 40.5 19.5 155.7 460.8       1,538.6 

2017 702.1      135.4 39.6 20.0 165.0 485.5       1,547.6 

2016 707.0      121.4 35.8 18.9 172.6 467.7       1,523.4 

Source:  Belton ISD Records

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

FULL - TIME - EQUIVALENT DISTRICT EMPLOYEES BY TYPE

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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2025 2024 2023 2022

Total Number of Teachers 979.2         981.5         989.0         933.7         

Teachers by Highest Degree Held

No Degree 24.1           12.0           11.0           10.0           

Bachelors 739.6         743.4         726.0         698.7         

Masters 210.0         211.9         233.0         221.0         

Doctorate 5.5            5.0            5.0            4.0            

Teachers by Years of Experience

Beginning Teachers 74.1 52.0 103.2 68.6           

1-5 Years Experience 314.9 302.0 286.3 272.9         

6-10 Years Experiences 189.0 192.0 198.9 203.7         

11-20 Years Experience 263.6 286.0 269.4 267.7         

Over 20 Years Experience 137.5 104.3 118.4 120.8         

Average Salary by Years Experience

Beginning Teachers $51,704 $55,107 $53,498 $51,703
1-5 Years Experience $57,039 $55,638 $54,911 $52,788
6-10 Years Experiences $58,784 $54,723 $55,963 $54,564
11-20 Years Experience $62,130 $60,533 $59,984 $58,501
Over 20 Years Experience $68,180 $65,727 $68,515 $65,809

Overall Average Years with District 5.6 5.9 5.2 5.7            

Overall Average Years Experience 10.2 10.3 9.7 10.8           

Overall Average Teacher Salary $59,903 $58,878 $57,552 $55,971

Turnover Rate for Teachers 25.60% 18.40% 21.14% 15.8%

Source: Belton ISD records

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS

TEACHER DATA

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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TABLE 16

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

878.0         796.0         750.1         723.5         702.1         707.0         

9.0            8.0            8.0            6.3            4.0            5.4            

661.0         604.0         573.9         549.4         541.9         573.0         

203.0         182.0         166.2         166.9         154.2         125.3         

5.0            2.0            2.0            1.0            2.0            3.3            

27.5           19.0           30.8           21.9           23.8           37.4           

266.0         202.0         190.7         186.2         193.3         182.0         

187.9         199.0         175.5         186.0         166.5         185.5         

263.9         260.0         249.6         232.3         223.3         202.8         

122.2         116.0         103.5         97.0           95.2           99.0           

$53,024 $50,467 $46,734 $45,604 $47,389 $40,613
$52,007 $51,300 $48,247 $47,383 $47,899 $47,189
$53,893 $52,571 $49,591 $49,014 $48,941 $48,259
$57,819 $55,808 $52,432 $51,181 $51,670 $51,829
$66,688 $66,585 $59,683 $59,132 $61,532 $60,861

5.7            6.2            6.3            6.4            6.4            6.4            

8.6            9.1            11.2           11.2           11.0           11.0           

$55,761 $54,728 $51,469 $50,463 $51,486 $49,750

13.9% 17.4% 16.2% 15.0% 15.5% 16.1%
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Cost Governmental

Fiscal Operating per Funds
Year Enrollment Expenditures Pupil Expenditures

2025 13,697             149,286,664$     10,899$             208,144,916$    

2024 13,808             151,877,424      10,999               296,601,362      

2023 13,644             137,879,154      10,105               234,777,693      

2022 13,326             133,673,556      10,031               175,879,334      

2021 12,609             129,392,885      10,262               170,982,018      

2020 12,186             113,842,939      9,342                 190,477,682      

2019 11,681             98,527,259        8,435                 199,781,790      

2018 11,488             94,176,654        8,198                 148,285,414      

2017 11,077             91,264,806        8,239                 119,509,912      

2016 10,828             88,131,590        8,139                 109,149,575      

Source:  Belton ISD Records

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

EXPENDITURES, ENROLLMENT AND PER PUPIL COST

LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 17

Cost Pupil- Students

per Teaching Teacher Receiving Free/
Pupil Staff Ratio Reduced Lunch

15,196$   979 14.0 38.0%

21,480 982 14.1 41.7%

17,207 989 13.8 43.9%

13,198 933 14.3 40.2%

13,560 880 14.3 36.6%

15,631 796 15.3 44.5%

17,103 750 15.6 45.5%

12,908 724 15.9 45.4%

10,789 702 15.8 45.1%

10,080 707 15.3 46.1%
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TABLE 18

Government- Cost

Fiscal Wide Per

Year Enrollment Expenses
1

Pupil

2025 13,697                       188,898,351$               13,791$                      

2024 13,808                       198,384,292                 14,367                        

2023 13,644                       177,632,742                 13,019                        

2022 13,326                       159,783,383                 11,990                        

2021 12,609                       167,945,221                 13,319                        

2020 12,186                       149,464,421                 12,265                        

2019 11,885                       133,696,998                 11,249                        

2018 11,529                       89,795,057                   7,789                         

2017 11,118                       113,346,903                 10,195                        

2016 10,862                       109,707,803                 10,100                        

Source:  Belton Independent School District annual financial report

1 - In 2018, changes in benefits for the TRS-care plan caused negative on-behalf revenues and expenses.

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

TOTAL EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES,
 ENROLLMENT AND PER PUPIL COST

 LAST TEN FISCAL YEARS
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TABLE 19

Campus

Year 

Constructed B̀uilding Age

Building 

Capacity

2024-25 

Enrollment

% of Capacity 

Used

High Schools

Belton High School 1979 46 2,607     1,763       67.6%

Belton New Tech High School 1970 55 500        284          56.8%

Lake Belton High School 2020 5 2,500     2,300       92.0%

Middle Schools 

Lake Belton Middle School 2000 25 916        803          87.7%

South Belton Middle School 2011 14 1,000     667          66.7%

North Belton Middle School 2014 11 1,000     979          97.9%

Belton Middle School 1993 32 971        661          68.1%

Elementary Schools 

Leon Heights Elementary School 1956 69 265        184          69.4%

Southwest Elementary School 1951 74 440        415          94.3%

Lakewood Elementary School 1986 39 792        572          72.2%

Sparta Elementary School 1988 37 685        549          80.1%

Joe M. Pirtle Elementary School 1999 26 792        575          72.6%

Tarver Elementary School 2007 18 792        494          62.4%

High Point Elementary School 2014 11 792        563          71.1%
Chisholm Trail Elementary 2014 11 792        766          96.7%

Belton Early Childhool School 1951 74 628        494          78.7%

Charter Oak Elementary School 2019 6 800        602          75.3%

James L Burrell Elementary School 2023 2 800        387          48.4%

Hubbard Branch Elementary School 2024 1 800        514          64.3%

Source: District records 

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL BUILDING INFORMATION
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 

FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED 
ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH  

GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Belton Independent School District 
Belton, Texas 
  
 

 We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 

America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities, each 
major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of Belton Independent School District, as of and for 
the year ended August 31, 2025, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise Belton Independent School District’s basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon 
dated January 26, 2026. 
 

Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
 In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered Belton Independent 
School District’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial 
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Belton Independent 
School District’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of Belton 

Independent School District’s internal control. 
 
 A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect 
and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the 

District’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a 
material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of 
this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 

deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, significant deficiencies 
and material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
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Report on Compliance and Other Matters 
 
 As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Belton Independent School District’s financial 

statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions 

of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 
 
 

Purpose of this Report 
 
 The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s 
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering Belton Independent School District’s internal control and 

compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

 
Waco, Texas 

January 26, 2026 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAM AND REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 

COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE 
 
 
Board of Trustees 
Belton Independent School District 
Belton, Texas 

 
 
Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 

 
 
Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
 

We have audited Belton Independent School District’s (the “District”) compliance with the types of 
compliance requirements identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a 
direct and material effect on each of the District’s major federal programs for the year ended August 31, 
2025. The District’s major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor’s results section of the 
accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 

 
In our opinion, the District complied, in all material respects, with the compliance requirements 

referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs for the 
year ended August 31, 2025. 

 
 

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
 

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America (GAAS); the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States (Government Auditing Standards); 
and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Our 
responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further described in the Auditor’s 
Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report. 

 
We are required to be independent of the District and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in 

accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we 
have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on compliance for each major 
federal program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of the District’s compliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above. 

 

 
Responsibilities of Management for Compliance  
 

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of laws, 
statutes, regulations, rules and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to the District’s federal 

programs. 
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance  
 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an opinion 
on the District’s compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS, 
Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect material noncompliance when it 
exists. The risk of not detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting 
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 

of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance requirements referred to above is considered material, 
if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made 
by a reasonable user of the report on compliance about the District’s compliance with the requirements of 
each major federal program as a whole. 

 
In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform 

Guidance, we: 
 

• Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 
 

• Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design 
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test 
basis, evidence regarding the District’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred to 

above and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 
 

• Obtain an understanding of the District’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in order 
to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and report on internal 
control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control over compliance. 
Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

 
We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 

matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in 

internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit. 
 
 

Report on Internal Control over Compliance 
 

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal 
program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that 

material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or 
detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over 
compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

 
Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify all 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in 
internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies 
in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. However, 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that were not 
identified. 
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Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal 
control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. 

 
The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 

testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose. 

 
Waco, Texas 
January 26, 2026 
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

EXHIBIT K-1

(1) (2a) (3)

Federal Grantor/ Assistance Pass-through

Pass-through Grantor/ Listing Entity Identifying Federal

Grantor/Program Title Number Number Expenditures

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Passed through the Texas Education Agency:

School Breakfast Program (SBP) 10.553 71402501 935,644$        

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 10.555 71302501 3,583,640       

Total Passed through the Texas Education Agency 4,519,284       

Passed through the Texas Department of Agriculture:

NSLP - Commodities - Non-cash Assistance 10.555 71402501 466,151          

Supply Chain Assistance Grant 10.555 236TX400N8903 241,945          

Summer Feeding Program 10.559 NT4XL1YGLGC5 54,633            

Total Passed through the Texas Department of Agriculture 762,729          

Subtotal Assistance Listing Number 10.555 4,291,736       

Total Child Nutrition Cluster (ALN 10.553, 10.555, 10.559) 5,282,013       

TOTAL U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 5,282,013       

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Direct program:

Marine Corps JROTC Program 12.000 TX227812 75,809            

TOTAL U. S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 75,809            

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Direct programs:

Impact Aid 84.041 53-TX-2015-0021 229,975          

Passed through the Texas Education Agency:

Title I, Part A - Improving Basic Programs 84.010A 25610101014903 1,991,349       

Total Assistance Listing Number 84.010A 1,991,349       

IDEA B Formula - Special Education Grants to States 84.027A 256600010149036000 2,392,998       

IDEA B Preschool - Special Education Preschool Grants 84.173A 256610010149036000 24,790            

Total Special Education Cluster (IDEA) 2,417,788       

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this schedule. 102
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

EXHIBIT K-1

(1) (2a) (3)

Federal Grantor/ Assistance Pass-through

Pass-through Grantor/ Listing Entity Identifying Federal

Grantor/Program Title Number Number Expenditures

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (Continued)

Passed through the Texas Education Agency (Continued):

Career and Technical Education - Basic Grant 84.048A 24420006014903 149,144$        

Title III, Part A - English Language Acquisition 84.365A 25671001014903 92,616            

Title II, Part A - Supporting Effective Instruction 84.367A 25694501014903 461,786          

LEP Summer School 84.369A 69552302 2,727             

Title IV, Part, A Subpart 1 84.424A 25680101014903 221,363          

Total Passed through the Texas Education Agency 5,336,773       

Passed through Region 10 Education Service Center:

Texas Homeless Education Assistance Program 84.196A 234600057110009 28,430            

Total Passed through Region 10 Education Service Center 28,430            

TOTAL U. S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 5,595,178       

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Passed through Texas Health and Human Services Commission:

Medicaid Administrative Claiming Program (Medicaid Cluster) 93.778 529-07-0157-00114 68,003            

Total Passed through Texas Health and Human Services Commission 68,003            

TOTAL U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 68,003            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 11,021,003$   

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of this schedule. 103
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BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF 

FEDERAL AWARDS 

 
AUGUST 31, 2025 

 
 
1. GENERAL 
 

The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA) presents the activity of all applicable federal 

award programs of Belton Independent School District. The District’s reporting entity is defined in Note I 
of the financial statements. Federal awards received directly from federal agencies, as well as federal 
awards passed through other government agencies, are included on the SEFA. 

 
 

2. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

 
 The SEFA is presented using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The District’s significant 

accounting policies, including the modified accrual basis of accounting, are presented in Note 1 of the 
basic financial statements. The SEFA is presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. 
Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Therefore, some of the amounts presented in this 
schedule may differ from amounts presented in, or used in the preparation of, the financial statements. 

 
 
3. PASS-THROUGH EXPENDITURES 
 

None of the federal programs expended by the District were provided to subrecipients. 

 
 

4. INDIRECT COSTS 
 

The District did not elect to use a de minimis indirect cost rate as described at 2 CFR §200.414(f)—
Indirect (F&A) costs. 
 
 

5. RECONCILIATION OF FEDERAL REVENUES AND THE SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF 
FEDERAL AWARDS 

 
The following is a reconciliation of federal revenues and the total expenditures of federal awards for the 
year ended August 31, 2025: 
 

Federal revenues on the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures

and Changes in Fund Balance-Governmental Funds (Exhibit C-3) 12,228,588$       

School health and related services (SHARS) (1,207,585)         

Federal expenditures on the SEFA (Exhibit K-1) 11,021,003$       
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Summary of Auditor's Results

Financial Statements:

Type of auditor's report issued Unmodified

Internal control over financial reporting:

Material weakness(es) identified? No

Significant deficiency(ies) identified, None reported

that were not considered a material weakness

Material noncompliance to the 

financial statements noted? None

Federal Awards:

Internal control over major programs:

Material weakness(es) identified? No

Significant deficiency(ies) identified, None reported

that were not considered a material weakness

Type of auditor's report on compliance

for major programs Unmodified

Any audit findings disclosed that are required

to be reported in accordance with 

2 CFR 200.516(a)? None

Identification of major programs:

Assistance Listing Number(s) Name of Federal Program or Cluster:

84.027, 84.173 Special Education Cluster

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A

and type B programs $750,000

Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee? Yes

Findings Relating to the Financial Statements Which are

   Required to be Reported in Accordance With Generally

   Accepted Government Auditing Standards

         None

Findings and Questioned Costs for Federal Awards

         None

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025

105
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     BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
              P.O. Box 269 · Belton, TX 76513-0269 · (254) 215-2065 · Fax: (254) 215-2008 

SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS 
 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025 
 
 

NONE 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Commission of a 
Strategic Plan Charter

Contact Person: Dr. Malinda Golden

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑  Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

In accordance with BDF(LOCAL), Belton ISD upholds principles of transparency and 
effective governance by requiring Board approval for the formation of stakeholder 
advisory committees. This requirement ensures oversight, accountability, and alignment 
with district priorities for committees established to advise on significant district initiatives.

The District upholds this practice to achieve two key goals: to officially authorize an 
advisory group's specific purpose, process, and role, and to enhance community 
awareness of the important work being done.

Fiscal Implications:

N/A

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the commissioning of a Strategic Plan Charter as presented.
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Belton ISD Strategic Planning Advisory Team Charter 
 
I. Purpose and Scope 

●​ Title: BISD 2030 Strategic Plan Development 

●​ Purpose: The purpose of this team is to advise the District throughout the strategic 
planning process, culminating in a proposed five-year Strategic Plan. This framework will 
guide Belton ISD toward its vision of sustained improvement and excellence. 

 
●​ Scope: The Charter will: 

○​ Review and analyze current district performance, demographics, financial health, 
operational capacity, and stakeholder feedback. 

○​ Evaluate the effectiveness and alignment of the current Vision (including Values, 
Beliefs, and the Journey of the Graduate competencies) in the current 
environment. 

○​ Identify 3-5 high-priority Goals (Broad aspirational District-wide, high-level, and 
long-term focus areas.) 

○​ Develop specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound objectives. 
(Specific, measurable milestone that defines accomplishment of the goals 
focused, tactical, and typically shorter-term.) 

○​ Define a scorecard framework for monitoring progress, communication, and 
annual plan review. 

 
II. Alignment and Guiding Principles 

●​ Alignment to District Values: Community Engagement - We believe the engagement 
of our community will enhance the educational experiences of our students. 

●​ Inclusion & Transparency: Seek diverse input from key stakeholders (staff, students, 
parents, community members, and board) and maintain open communication about the 
process and progress. 

●​ Data-Informed Decisions: Ground all recommendations in relevant academic, 
operational, and district data. 

●​ Future-Focused: Prioritize strategies that address the challenges and opportunities 
presented by current and futures needs identified through stakeholder engagement.   
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III. Membership and Roles 

●​ The Strategic Planning Advisory Team shall be composed of members appointed 
through a collaborative process: each member of the Board of Trustees will appoint one 
parent and one community representative, while the Superintendent will select additional 
participants to ensure representation from the following key stakeholder groups: 
 

○​ Central Office Administrative Staff 
○​ Principals 
○​ Teachers 
○​ Extracurricular Activities Staff 
○​ Parents 
○​ Parents—non-public school 
○​ Community representatives 
○​ Students 
○​ Faith Based Leaders 
○​ City/county government 
○​ Higher education 

 
This committee will comprise approximately 35 members. 

 
IV. Timeline and Deliverables 

●​ Duration: [February 2026 – June 2026] 
●​ Key Milestones: 

○​ Stakeholder group identified 
○​ Timelines established for meetings 
○​ Scorecard to include recommendation for District goals 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action to Set At-Large Trustee Election 
for Saturday, May 2, 2026, and Approve the Order of Election

Considerar, Discutir y Tomar las Medidas Apropiadas para Establecer Elección de 
Síndicos en General para el sábado, 2 de mayo del 2026, y Aprobar la Orden de 
Elección

Contact Person: Malinda Golden

Presented for: Action  ☒      Report Only  ☐

Supporting Documents: None  ☐     Attached  ☒     Provided Later  ☐

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD Vision.

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Meta 1: Fortalecer y apoyar la participación de todas las partes interesadas en la 
búsqueda de la Visión de BISD.

Meta 5: Maximizar nuestro uso de recursos tanto para las prioridades actuales como para 
los planes para el futuro.

Background Information:

In accordance with Election Code 3.005 and Board Policy BBB(LOCAL), the Board must 
approve an Order of Election and set the election date by the 78th day before Election 
Day, which is February 13, 2026.  Election Day is Saturday, May 2, 2026. 

Trustees for two At-Large positions are up for election this year. Current trustees are 
Brandon Bozon and Rucker Preston.

The filing dates for the General Election are Wednesday, January 14, 2026, through 
Friday, February 13, 2026 by 5:00 pm. 

Early Voting will be conducted weekdays only beginning Monday, April 20, 2026, through 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026.

In accordance with policy BBB(LOCAL), results of Board member elections will be 
determined by plurality. A copy of the Order of Election is attached.
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De acuerdo con el Código 3.005 de Elecciones y la Póliza de Síndicos BBB(LOCAL), la 
junta de Síndicos debe aprobar una Orden de la Elección y fijar la fecha para la elección 
antes del 78 día del Día de Elecciones, que será el 13 de febrero del 2026. El día de 
Elección será el sábado, 2 de mayo del 2026.

Dos posiciones de Síndicos en General estarán disponibles para elección este año. 
Actualmente los Síndicos son Brandon Bozon y Rucker Preston.

Las fechas para presentar candidatura para la Elección Especial será el miércoles, 14 de 
enero del 2026, hasta el viernes, 13 de febrero del 2026 antes de las 5:00 pm. 

Votación adelantada será el lunes, 20 de abril del 2026 hasta el martes, 28 de abril del 
2026.

De acuerdo con la Póliza BBB(LOCAL), los resultados de la elección de los miembros de 
la Junta de Síndicos serán determinados por mayoría. Adjunto esta una copia de la Orden 
de Elecciones.

Fiscal Implications:

Belton ISD has contracted with Bell County for election support services and will be 
invoiced for actual expenses incurred. Funds to pay for election expenses are included in 
the 2025-2026 budget.

Belton ISD ha contratado servicios electorales con el Condado de Bell y se le facturarán 
los gastos reales incurridos. Los fondos para pagar los gastos electorales están incluidos 
en el presupuesto del 2025-2026.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Set the election and approve the Order of Election as presented.

Fijar la elección y aprobar la Orden de la Elección.
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1-3 
Prescribed by Secretary of State
Sections 3.004, 3.005, 3.006, 4.008, 83.010, 85.004, 85.007 Texas Election Code
9/2023

ORDER OF GENERAL ELECTION FOR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
ORDEN DE ELECCIÓN GENERAL PARA OTRAS SUBDIVISIONES POLÍTICAS 

An election is hereby ordered to be held on 05 / 02 
(date) 

/2026 for the purpose of voting on: 

(Por la presente se ordena celebrar una elección el  05 /  02 /2026 
(fecha) 

con el propósito de votar sobre.) 

List Offices/Propositions/Measures on the ballot (Enúmere los puestos/proposiciones/medidas oficiales en la boleta) 

Two At-Large School Board Trustee positions for the Belton Independent School District 

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at: 
(La votación adelantada en persona se llevará a cabo de lunes a viernes en:) 

The Main Early Voting Location (sitio principal de votación adelantada) 
Location (sitio) 

Pittenger Fine Arts Center 
Hours (horas) 

Monday April 20, Wednesday, April 22 through
400 N. Wall St, Belton TX 76513 8:00am-5:30pm 

Monday, April 27, and Tuesday, April 28, 2026 
   8:00am-5:30pm 

Branch Early Voting Locations (sucursal sitios de votación adelantada) 
Location (sitio) Hours (horas) 

Becca Al-Ahmadi 
Name of Early Voting Clerk 
(Nombre del Secretario/a de la Votación Adelantada) 

P.O. Box 269 
Address (Dirección) 

Belton 
City (Ciudad) 

76513 
Zip Code (Código Postal) 

254-215-2000
Telephone Number (Número de teléfono)

mailto:bisdelections@bisd.net 
Email Address (Dirección de Correo Electrónico) 
https://www.bisd.net/about-us/board-of-trustees/elections  
Early Voting Clerk’s Website (Sitio web del Secretario/a de Votación Adelantada) 

Applications for Ballots by Mail (ABBMs) must be received no later than the close of business on: 
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán recibirse no más tardar 
de las horas de negocio el:) 

04/20/2026 
(date)(fecha) 

Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs) must be received no later than the close of business on: 
(La Tarjeta Federal Postal de Solicitud deberán recibirse no más tardar de las horas de negocio el:) 

   04/22/2026   
 (date)(fecha) 

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to: 
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán enviarse a:) 

 

Friday, April 24, 2026 
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ORDER OF GENERAL ELECTION FOR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
ORDEN DE ELECCIÓN GENERAL PARA OTRAS SUBDIVISIONES POLÍTICAS 

Issued this________ day of _______________________, 20 ______.  

(Emitida este día __________de ______________________, 20 ______.) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Presiding Officer (Firma del Dirigente que Preside) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Board Member (Firma del Director) 

Instruction Note: A copy of this election order must be delivered to the County 
Clerk/Elections Administrator and Voter Registrar not later than 60 days before 
election day. Nota de Instrucción: Se deberá entregar una copia de esta orden de 
elección al/a la Secretario(a) del Condado/Administrador(a) de Elecciones y el/la 
Registrador(a) de Votantes a más tardar 60 días antes del día de elección. 
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➔

➔

Mid-Year Goals and 
Key Progress Measures Report

1

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

February 2, 2026
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➔

➔

Purpose
Provide a report on the mid-year status of the 2025-2026 District 
Key Progress Measures.

2
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➔

➔

Goal 1 
3

Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in 
pursuit of the BISD vision.

Key Progress Measure 
Establish at least one new strategic partnership between each campus/department and a 
community organization, business, industry leader, or institution of higher education by 
January of 2026.
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➔

➔4

Goal 2 Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and 
every student.

Key Progress Measure 
● Increase the percentage of students demonstrating critical thinking, with an emphasis on 

asking questions and evaluating arguments from 47% to 55% in alignment with the Journey 
of a Graduate Competency Rubric by May of 2026.

● Meet all House Bill 3 Goals.
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➔

➔5Goal 3 Attract, retain and support a world class team of 
employees.

Key Progress Measure 
Achieve 80% staff participation in creating and pursuing a professional learning goal 
aligned with the BISD leadership definition by May 2026.
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➔

➔6Goal 4 Develop a district-wide culture of value, support and 
growth amongst all students and staff.

Key Progress Measure 
Implement Hope Squad at 100% of campuses as measured by active Hope Squad teams with 
trained students and advisors at each campus, and conduct a minimum of one Hope Squad 
event by May 2026.
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➔

➔7Goal 5 Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities 
and plans for the future.

Key Progress Measure 
Implement Teacher Incentive Allotment systems of support across 100% of designated 
campuses by May 2026.
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➔

➔

Discussion

88
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Goal 2 Update - Academic Progress 
Report

BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Regular Board Meeting
February 2, 2026
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Purpose

Provide a mid-year academic progress update.
2
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Assessments

3

Star Renaissance District Benchmark

● Administered 2 times per year
● Snapshot to measure TEKS mastery based 

on scope & sequence
● Provides information for classroom and 

curriculum adjustments

● Administered 3 times per year
● Measures student performance based on 

skills aligned to standards, monitors 
growth overtime, and identifies needs for 
intervention

● Provides prediction scores for STAAR
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Math Renaissance

4

Highlights Areas of Focus

● Masters in elementary cohort grew across all grade levels
● 5th grade demonstrates strong gains
● Algebra I showed significant improvement in DNM

● 4th grade cohort increase in DNM
● DNM rates remain elevated in middle school
● Movement from Approaches to Meets is inconsistent

N/A

Data Source: 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 Star Renaissance
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Math

5
Data Source: 2025-2026 MOY Star Renaissance

49%

100%
49%

Of students are projected at Meets and above in 3rd grade.
Projection exceeds the HB3 Goal of 40%

Of student cohorts in grades 3-5 demonstrate growth in 
Masters level performance.

Of students in grade 3-Alg are at a minimum 50% growth.
Progressing and tracking to meet 50% Goal.
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Math Benchmark

6

Priority Standard
Focus

3.5(E)
4.4(A)
 5.4(H)
 6.8(D)
 7.9(C)
 8.7(B)
 AI.3(D)
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Reading

7

Highlights Areas of Focus

● Masters in elementary cohort grew across all grade levels
● Reading performance shows positive outcomes across most grade levels
● Cohort data indicates students are maintaining or improving performance from prior 

year to current year, with cohort growth in 7th and 8th grade

● Minimal growth in 4th and 6th grade
● A significant proportion of students remain in the Approaches band

Data Source: 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 Star Renaissance
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Reading

8
Data Source: 2025-2026 MOY Star Renaissance

60%

100%
51%

Of students are projected at Meets and above in 3rd grade.
Projection significantly exceeds the HB3 Goal of 52%

Of student cohorts in grades 3-5 demonstrate growth in 
Masters level performance.

Of students in grade 3-EII are at a minimum 50% growth.
Exceeds the 50% Goal.
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Reading

9

Priority Standard
Focus

3.12(B )
4.7(B)
5.9(Ei)

 6.10(Bii)
7.6(D)
8.6(C)

EI.9(Bii)
EII.8(A)
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Rigor Checks:
● Evaluate enrichment and 

extension for high achieving 
students

Accelerate literacy intervention:
● Reduction of DNM

Ensure focus on specific student 
movement:
● Approaches to Meets 

Strategic Response

10

Math: 
● Systems closing DNM gap
● Consistent problem solving 

model

Capture campus practices yielding 
highest systemic success:
● PLC Cycles
● Intervention Scheduling
● Progress Monitoring

Grade level support in concentrated 
areas:
● ID of highest yield target 

standards specific to campus
● Prescriptive Tier 1 and 

Intervention plans
● Emphasis on high yield 

strategies for special populations

Detailed identification of students 
for specific intervention 

Celebrate and Replicate Prioritize Action Target Support
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Questions

NA

NA
NA

11

190



Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Math

12

Grade Benchmark Data
Lowest Achieving Priority Standard

3rd 3.5(E )- Represent real world relationships using number pairs and verbal descriptions

4th 4.4(A) - add and subtract whole numbers and decimals to the hundredths place using the standard algorithm 

5th 5.4(H)- represent and solve problems related to perimeter and/or area and related to volume 

6th 6.8(D) - determine solutions for problems involving the area of rectangles, parallelograms, trapezoids, and triangles and volume of right 
rectangular prisms where dimensions are positive rational numbers.

7th 7.9(C) - determine the area of composite figures containing combinations of rectangles, squares, parallelograms, trapezoids, triangles, 
semicircles, and quarter circles.

8th 8.7(B) - Use previous knowledge of surface area to make connections to the formulas for lateral and total surface area and determine 
solutions for problems involving rectangular prisms, triangular prisms, and cylinders.

Alg 1 A1.3(D) - graph the solution set of linear inequalities in two variables on the coordinate plane
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Math

13

Grade Benchmark Data
Lowest Achieving Priority Standard

3rd Students use pairs of numbers and words to show how two things are related in real-life situations.

4th Students add and subtract whole numbers and decimals (to the hundredths place) using the standard method.

5th Students model and solve real-world problems involving perimeter, area, and volume.

6th Students solve problems involving the area of rectangles, parallelograms, trapezoids, and triangles, and the volume of rectangular 
prisms using positive rational numbers.

7th Students find the area of complex shapes made from multiple simpler shapes.

8th Students use surface area formulas to solve problems with different 3D shapes.

Alg 1 Students graph the solutions to linear inequalities with two variables on a coordinate plane.
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Reading

14

Grade Benchmark Data
Lowest Achieving Priority Standard

3rd 3.12(B) -  compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a topic, using a clear central idea and genre characteristics and craft

4th 4.7(B) - write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing and contrasting ideas across a variety of sources;

5th 5.9(Ei) - recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: (i) identifying the claim

6th 6.10(Bii) - develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by:developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts and details

7th 7.6(D) - paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order

8th 8.6(C) - use text evidence to support an appropriate response

Engl I EI.9(Bii) - develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing in timed and open-ended situations by: developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought 
with specific details, examples, and commentary

Engl II EII.8(A) - analyze the author's purpose, audience, and message within a text
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

Reading

15

Grade Priority Standard 
Lowest Achieving Priority Standard

3rd Students write informational texts that clearly explain a topic using a central idea and appropriate structure.

4th Students write responses that show they understand what they read, including comparing ideas across different texts.

5th Students recognize the parts of an argumentative text by identifying the author’s claim.

6th Students improve their writing by developing strong ideas and supporting them with specific facts and details.

7th Students restate and summarize texts while keeping the original meaning and order.

8th Students use evidence from the text to support their answers.

Engl I Students improve their writing in both timed and open-ended settings by developing strong ideas supported with details, examples, and commentary.

Engl II Students analyze why the author wrote the text, who it is written for, and the message the author is trying to communicate.
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Aligned K-12 Curriculum
High Quality Professional Learning

District ResponseCampus Response

● Conduct 1:1 data reviews with principals to identify gaps 
and supporting resources

● Facilitate committee data review with priority campuses

● Detailed analysis by standard 

○ Prescritptive recommended response

● Campus tour dates with content experts to further discuss 
resources and needs
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Belton Independent School District
Unlimited Tax School Building & Refunding Bonds, Series 

2026

Bond Presentation  |  February 2, 2026

FINANCIAL ADVISORY CONTACT

Jennifer Ritter
Managing Director

248 Addie Roy Road, Suite B103
Austin, Texas 78746

Office:  512.275.7304
jennifer@spfmuni.com
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Sale of Technology Bonds
Unlimited Tax School Building & Refunding Bonds, Series 2026

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  1

Bond Presentation | February 2, 2026

• $6 Million in bonds approved by voters in November for technology devices.
• Bonds to be repaid over 5 years. 
• Annual payment projected at $1.3M per year from 2027-2031. 
• Quick payoff has minimal impact on future bond capacity should District need 

funding for future projects.  
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Sale of Refunding Bonds
Unlimited Tax School Building & Refunding Bonds, Series 2026

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  2

Bond Presentation | February 2, 2026

• District has three bond series which are callable this year.
• U/L Tax Refunding Bonds, Series 2015 (2-15-25 call)
• U/L Tax Refunding Bonds, Series 2016 (2-15-26 call)
• U/L Tax School Building Bonds, Series 2017 (8-15-26 call)

• IRS Rules only allow current refunding within 90 days of the call date. 
• Given favorable savings on debt currently callable, not waiting until August 

doesn’t put savings at risk from interest rate movement. 
• Some economies of scale from including refunding with technology bond. 
• Current plan is to come back this summer to refund 2017 Bonds IF savings still 

exist. Current savings are approaching $4M, but those bonds aren’t callable 
until August 15. 

• In last ten years, District has successfully executed five refundings, saving 
District taxpayers $14,978,871 on an actual dollar basis. 
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Preliminary Refunding Summary
Unlimited Tax School Building & Refunding Bonds, Series 2026

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  3

Bond Presentation | February 2, 2026
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Proposed Financing Timetable

BELTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  |  4

Bond Presentation | February 2, 2026

Date Task

Week of:
Monday, January 5, 2026

Draft Preliminary Official Statement (“POS”) was circulated by Specialized Public Finance Inc. 
(“SPFI”).

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 Rating agency call (Standard & Poor’s) with City staff.

Monday, January 26, 2026 Board Meeting  – Financial Advisor briefs Board of Trustees on Technology Bond sale and refunding 
opportunity. No action required. 

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 Ratings are received.

Friday, February 13, 2026 POS is electronically distributed by SPFI.

Monday, February 23, 2026 Bond Sale - Bonds are priced with underwriters by SPFI.  
Award - Board of Trustees awards Unlimited Tax & Refunding Bonds to underwriters.

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 Closing Date  –  Unlimited Tax and Refunding Bonds are delivered and proceeds distributed in 
accordance with the Closing instructions..
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BELTON ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

February 2, 2026

2022 Bond Projects Report 
201



2

Provide an update on the progress of the 2022 
bond projects.

Purpose
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3Construction Projects Update
● James L. Burrell Elementary
● Hubbard Branch Elementary
● Belton High School Additions and Renovations
● Lake Belton Middle School Additions and 

Renovations
● Southwest Elementary Additions
● Agriculture Facility 
● Delta Program Facility
● Safety and Security Projects
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4Non-Construction Projects Update

*Note: These upgrades were funded via the 2021–2022 M&O budget to facilitate completion before school started, as 2022 Bond funds were not 
yet available.

● MEP, Roofing, and Interior Finishes
● Buses
● Land Purchases
● New Tech Facility Upgrades*
● Technology Infrastructure
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5HVAC Projects 
● HVAC Improvements

○ Natatorium
○ DAEP 
○ Pirtle Elementary
○ Belton Middle School
○ Belton Early Childhood School 
○ Belton New Tech @Waskow
○ Sparta Elementary
○ Belton High School
○ Lake Belton Middle School
○ Southwest Elementary
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62022-2025 Inflation Comparison

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (CPI); Turner Building Cost Index & Mortenson Construction Cost Index (Texas 
Region); AGC of Texas Economic Reports.

50-Year Historical Context (1975–2025)
Over the last fifty years, the long-term average for both 
construction and general inflation has hovered in the 3% to 
4% range.

● 1975 – 2019: Construction costs generally 
outpaced CPI by only 0.5% to 1% annually. This 
predictability allowed projects to be designed and 
planned with "standard" 5% contingencies that 
remained solvent for years.

● The Texas Factor: During this 50-year span, 
Central Texas occasionally saw spikes (notably 
during the late '70s energy crisis and the mid-2000s 
building boom), but these were usually temporary 
regional adjustments rather than structural shifts.
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Projects Summary
72022 BOND PROJECTS RECAP

✓ Burrell Elementary
✓ Hubbard Branch Elementary
✓ Agriculture Facility
✓ Lake Belton Middle School Additions & Renovations
✓ Belton High School Additions & Renovations
✓ Southwest Elementary Additions
✓ Delta Program Facility
✓ Safety & Security Projects
✓ MEP, Roofing, & Interior Finishes
✓ Technology Infrastructure
✓ Land Purchases
✓ Bus Purchases
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82022 Bond by the Numbers

12,545 Student 
Devices Replaced

Anticipated $4,000,000 + 
in Bond Savings

345 New HVAC Units 
Installed

Prop B
100% of 2022 Bond 
Scope to be Completed 

305,606 Gross Square 
Feet Added Districtwide

345 New HVAC Units 
Installed

50% of BISD Campuses 
Have New HVAC Equipment18 Portables Taken Offline

Prop A
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VISION
Empower each and every learner to pursue 
their dreams and enrich their communities.
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Community Engagement 3
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Ensure Exceptional Learning 4
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Ensure Exceptional Learning 5
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World-Class Team 6
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Belton Independent School District
Workshop Meeting Minutes

Board Workshop Meeting, December 15, 2025 - 5:00 p.m.
Dragon Room, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton TX, 76513

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent:
Manuel Alcozer Brandon Bozon Jeff Norwood
Chris Flor Riley Beck
Rucker Preston Erin Bass

1. Call to Order: 
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the workshop meeting of the Belton Independent School 
District Board of Trustees to order at 5:00 p.m., that the meeting had been duly called, noting Jeff 
Norwood's absence, and that notice of the meeting had been posted in accordance with the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551.

2. Public Comments: 
None. 

3. Board Workshop:
A. Academic Progress Report: Advanced Academics
Dr. Golden introduced the session's focus: supporting the District’s vision to empower every 
learner to pursue their dreams. She introduced Gabi Nino, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching 
and Learning, to facilitate the discussion on career readiness and the growing partnership with 
Temple College.

Ms. Nino led the board in a "walk and talk" activity centered on posters illustrating various career 
pathways, including aerospace, medical, and engineering. She challenged the board to imagine 
a bold news headline five years in the future about a student who achieved remarkable success 
due to their experiences in Belton ISD. Board members suggested headlines featuring graduates 
as assistant DAs, successful chefs on the Food Network, or CEOs of innovative drone 
businesses.

Ms. Nino went on to provide an academic update through the lens of College, Career, and Military 
Readiness (CCMR), performance data and growth, and advising strategy and resource 
discussion. Board Member Chris Flor noted the financial benefits of earning an associate degree 
in high school, potentially allowing students to graduate from a university at age 20. Nino 
acknowledged that improved advising was a key strategy to help families navigating complex 
options.

Dr. Golden introduced Dr. Christy Ponce from Temple College, and expressed the District's goal 
for every student to have the opportunity to graduate with both a high school diploma and an 
associate degree. Dr. Ponce highlighted that Belton ISD already has the highest dual enrollment 
participation in the region and the largest number of students in the TBI program. She also 
discussed a new "university center" on the Temple College campus where students can earn 
bachelor's and master's degrees locally at a low cost.217



Board Member Riley Beck raised concerns regarding financial barriers for AP exams and tuition. 
Nino explained several cost mitigation strategies.

The meeting concluded with a commitment to provide ongoing updates on the partnership's 
strategic progress.

Adjourn: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:02 p.m.

_______________________________
Manuel Alcozer, Board President

_______________________________
Erin Bass, Board Secretary 
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Belton Independent School District
Board Meeting Minutes

Regular Board Meeting, December 15, 2025 - 6:15 p.m.
Pittenger Fine Arts Center, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent:
Manuel Alcozer Brandon Bozon Jeff Norwood
Chris Flor Riley Beck
Rucker Preston Erin Bass

1. Call to Order, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
Manuel Alcozer, Board President, called the regular meeting of the Belton Independent School 
District Board of Trustees to order at 6:27pm. He stated that a quorum of Board Members was 
present, noted Mr. Jeff Norwood’s absence, that the meeting had been duly called, and notice of 
the meeting had been posted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas 
Government Code Chapter 551.

2. Recognitions

Student Pledges – Alice J. Tarver Elementary School
This evening’s pledges were led by fifth graders Brecken Crossley and Charlie Warrick from 
Alice J. Tarver Elementary.

Student Showcase – Holiday Card Showcase
The evening’s student showcase featured the District Holiday Card Contest, which celebrated  
the artistic talents of elementary students from across the District. These talented students were 
supported by their art teachers Candy Crocker-Dukich, Anna Bastianelli, Rachel Pond, Rebecca 
Hanna and Kristin Bernstein.

Texas Music Educators Association All-Region Recipients
The Board proudly recognized middle school musicians who earned placement in the Texas 
Music Educators Association All-Region ensembles. This year, 112 Belton ISD students earned 
all-region honors across both band and orchestra. Students are under the direction of Chris 
Pulley, Patrick Trahan, Dane Wurman, Kaitlyn Pineiro, Matthew Vaadi, Jordan Dolotina, 
Camber Arredondo, Chris Ross, Evan Simmons, Kevin Nunez Alejandro and Alyssa Meyer.

Cross Country State Qualifiers
Congratulations to Lake Belton High School freshman Keira Dzenowski for making school 
history as the first runner to qualify for the state cross-country meet. Keira’s outstanding 
performance and determination have set a new milestone for LBHS and inspired her teammates 
and the Bronco community. She is supported by her coach, Lisa Dehart.

Texas High School Coaches Association Academic All-State Recipients
Belton ISD celebrated 31 student-athletes from cross country, team tennis and volleyball who 
have been named to the Texas High School Coaches Association Academic All-State teams. 
These students are supported by their coaches Holly Lamberte and Lisa Dehart in cross 219
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country, Cory Smith and Niki Morgan in team tennis, and Haleigh Johnson and Allison Waits in 
volleyball.

The Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award
Belton ISD proudly continues the Journey of a Graduate Milestones Award, which recognizes 
middle school students who exemplify the District’s core competencies.

Abigail Mattson, an eighth grader at Belton Middle School, nominated by tennis coach Corinna 
Capraun for her exceptional perseverance.

Temple Rotary Educator of the Month
The Board recognized Ms. Emily Edelhauser as the Temple Rotary Club’s Educator of the 
Month for her outstanding service to students at Belton High School.

Belton Rotary Educator of the Quarter
Belton ISD is proud to recognize Melissa Baggett as the Belton Rotary Club’s Educator of the 
Quarter for her outstanding service to Sparta Elementary. Now in her third year of teaching, all 
at Sparta, Ms. Baggett is known for her compassion, dedication and unwavering belief in her 
students.

Department Showcase - Special Education
This month’s department showcase featured Belton ISD’s Special Programs team, a group of 
98 educators who support more than 2,900 students with disabilities across the District. Their 
work includes behavior support, therapy services, speech and language support, counseling, 
assistive technology and program coordination.

This recognition aligns with National Special Education Day on December 2, which honors the 
educators who make inclusive learning possible.

Community Partner – Grace Art Gallery
The Board recognized Grace Art Gallery as a valued community partner that provides 
meaningful opportunities for Belton ISD students and staff to share their artistic talents. Through 
exhibitions like Emerging Voices on November 14, 2025, and the upcoming staff showcase on 
February 5, 2026, the gallery offers a professional platform for artists across the District to be 
celebrated. Belton ISD is grateful for Grace Art Gallery’s continued partnership and its 
commitment to uplifting the creative voices of students and educators.

3. Public Comments Regarding Items on the Agenda
Sarah Cox - Staffing
Amy Longfield - Staffing

4.  Action Item:
A. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Adoption of the 2026-2027 
Academic Calendar
Gabi Nino, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching & Learning, provided the report. The 2026-
2027 academic calendar was developed through a collaborative process led by the Districtwide 
Educational Improvement Council (DWEIC), which incorporated feedback from a survey of nearly 
800 community members and reviewed surrounding district and university schedules. The council 
unanimously approved Option 1, which prioritizes instruction by providing 170 instructional days—
an increase of two days over previous calendars. Based on staff feedback regarding the need for 220
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more preparation time, the calendar includes an additional professional learning and teacher prep 
day at the beginning of the year. Furthermore, the schedule emphasizes alignment with local 
universities like Temple College to ensure that natural breaks, such as spring and fall break, are 
synchronized for families. See report.

Riley Beck made a motion, seconded by Rucker Preston to adopt the 2026-2027 academic 
calendar as presented. The motion passed unanimously, (6-0-0).

B. Consider, Discuss, and Take Appropriate Action Regarding Approval of New Courses 
for the 2026-2027 School Year
Gani Nino, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, presented two new practicum 
courses for the 2026-2027 school year designed to expand student opportunities and fulfill 
specific pathway requirements. The first course, Practicum in Law, Public Safety, Corrections, 
and Security, was introduced to complete a pathway at New Tech High School that previously 
lacked a practicum experience. The second course, Extended Practicum in Health Science, 
allows students to receive credit for career-based experiences they are already participating in, 
such as the 60 hours of ride-alongs required for EMT students. These courses carry no additional 
cost to the District because the necessary personnel are already in place, and they have the 
potential to generate additional Career and Technical Education (CTE) funding.

Chris Flor made a motion, seconded by Brandon Bozon, to approve new courses for the 2026-
2027 school year. The motion passed unanimously, (6-0-0).

5. Reports: 
A. Goal 3 Report: Goal Setting & Onboarding
The Goal 3 report focused on achieving 80% staff participation in professional learning goals 
aligned with the Belton ISD’s leadership definition by May 2026. Todd Schiller, Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources, reported that the District has already surpassed this target, 
reaching 81.4% participation as of December 1, 2025. The initiative involves all staff members—
including teachers, custodians, and nutrition employees—setting learning goals that are 
integrated into their annual performance evaluations. Implementation included intensive summer 
training for leadership teams and the alignment of meeting agendas with specific leadership 
competencies such as "communicating for impact" and "promoting growth". Moving forward, the 
District will use this data to tailor future professional development and work with support service 
departments to increase participation among staff with limited computer access. See report.

B. Board Committee Reports
1. Policy Committee
The committee conducted the first reading of Policy Update 126, which primarily 
addresses legislative changes regarding timeliness and transparency.
2. Budget Committee
The committee discussed refining budget goals and preparing for the 2026-2027 fiscal 
year.
3. Facilities Committee
The committee provided updates on the progress of various construction and maintenance 
projects.

Superintendent's Report
221



4

Dr. Malinda Golden shared highlights centering on the District's vision of having students and staff 
enrich their communities through service and engagement.

D. Board Highlights
Rucker Preston attended the BNT@W academic awards ceremony, soccer games, BHS 
Basketball game supporting Marcus Wilson, and BEF Prize Patrol. Erin Bass also participated in 
the BEF Prize Patrol, Big Red Heart Awards, and campus visits. Chris Flor spoke about his 
campus visits and how the Board and the leader engage in discussion about priorities on each 
campus, and then tour the campuses and see examples of the initiatives on campus. He has 
attended multiple holiday fine arts events, and promoted the BISD Tuba Christmas event. 
Brandon Bozon, who also serves on the BEF Board, thanked all who applied for grants, as well 
as all who contributed or donated to help make teacher grants possible. 

6. Consent Agenda: Consider and Take Appropriate Action
A. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

1. November 13, 2025 - Special Meeting
2. November 17, 2025 - Workshop Meeting
3. November 17, 2025 - Regular Meeting

B. Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending November 30, 2025
C. Gifts, Grants, and Bequests
D. Budget Amendment #3 for 2025-2026
E. Expenditures over $50,000

1. Renewal of CDW-G for CrowdStrike for Antivirus Software
2. Renewal of Eduphoria for Software Licenses
3. Renewal of Cintas for Mop and Towel Services

F. Supply, Equipment, and Service Bids
1. RFP #2509-700-394 Software & Applications

G. Appointment of Concussion Oversight Team
H. Cooperative Purchasing Program Fee Report
I. Change Order #2 with T.F. Harper & Associates for Delta Facility Bond Project
J. Acceptance and Close Out of Delta Facility Bond Project and Approval of
Final Payment
K. Policy Update 126 - 2nd Reading

1. DGBA(LOCAL) Personnel-Management Relations: Employee 
Complaints/Grievances
2. FA(LOCAL) Parent Rights and Responsibilities
3. FFF(LOCAL) Student Welfare: Student Safety
4. FFG(LOCAL) Student Welfare: Child Abuse And Neglect
5. FNG(LOCAL) Student Rights And Responsibilities: Student and Parent
Complaints/Grievances

Chris Flor made a motion, seconded by Rucker Preston, to approve the consent agenda as 
presented. The motion passed unanimously, (6-0-0).

7. Public Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items
None.

8. Closed Session (Texas Government Code, Subchapters D and E)
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The Board went into closed session at 7:52 p.m.
A. Student Disciplinary Matter - Texas Government Code, Section 551.082
B. Personnel - Texas Government Code, Section 551.074
C. Consultation with Attorney - Texas Government Code, Section 551.071

9. Reconvene in Open Session
The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:36 p.m.

10. Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

_______________________________
Manuel Alcozer, President

_______________________________
Erin Bass, Secretary 
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Unaudited Financial Report for the Month Ending December 31, 2025

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents: � None   ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future. 

Background Information:

Attached are the monthly financial and investment reports for the District. The reports 
represent the financial activity as of the close of the prior month for the General Fund 199, 
the Child Nutrition Fund 240, the Debt Service Fund 599, and the 2022 Bond Fund 622. 
These are unaudited figures, and an independent financial audit will be performed for the 
period ending August 31, 2026, and presented under separate cover.  

The monthly financial and investment reports provide information on the District’s cash 
and investment accounts including balances and investment transactions as of the close 
of the noted month in accordance with CDA(LEGAL).

Fiscal Implications:

For informational purposes only. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Accept the monthly financial and investment reports as presented.
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 50,511,930$            50,527,418$            37,555,380$            12,972,038$            74.3%

5800 State Sources 101,422,971            101,405,923            48,716,504              52,689,419              48.0%

5900 Federal Sources 1,375,000                1,375,000                296,334                   1,078,666                21.6%

Total Revenues 153,309,901$          153,308,341$          86,568,218$            66,740,123$            56.5%

Expenditures

11 Instruction 82,233,007$            81,959,936$            28,685,338$            53,274,598$            35.0%

12 Instructional resources & media 1,771,816                1,771,816                531,175                   1,240,641                30.0%

13 Curriculum & staff development 3,895,773                3,704,416                1,181,043                2,523,373                31.9%

21 Instructional leadership 2,695,954                2,696,744                924,537                   1,772,207                34.3%

23 School leadership 9,571,864                9,569,364                3,128,431                6,440,933                32.7%

31 Guidance, counseling, & evaluation 6,513,322                6,511,617                2,201,683                4,309,934                33.8%

32 Social work services 264,611                   187,446                   62,742                     124,704                   33.5%

33 Health services 2,266,148                2,266,148                774,988                   1,491,160                34.2%

34 Student transportation 6,708,711                6,724,199                2,588,923                4,135,276                38.5%

35 School Nutrition -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

36 Cocurricular/extracurricular 5,704,747                5,638,089                1,812,829                3,825,260                32.2%

41 General administration 4,292,262                4,292,262                1,465,649                2,826,613                34.1%

51 Plant maintenance and operations 17,184,660              17,229,165              5,501,750                11,727,415              31.9%

52 Security and monitoring services 3,271,775                3,354,775                1,096,767                2,258,008                32.7%

53 Data processing services 5,037,698                4,993,193                1,938,614                3,054,579                38.8%

61 Community services -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

71 Debt Service 356,810                   356,810                   56,210                     300,600                   15.8%

81 Facilities acquisition & construction -                          356,155                   -                          -                          0.0%

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                          -                          -                          -                          0.0%

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                     15,743                     -                          15,743                     0.0%

97 Tax Increment 750,000                   750,000                   -                          750,000                   0.0%

99 Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                   775,000                   385,119                   389,881                   49.7%

Total Expenditures 153,309,901$          153,152,878$          52,335,798$            100,460,925$          34.2%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                       -                          -                          

Other uses -                       -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                       -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures -$                        155,463 34,232,419

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 33,606,061$            33,606,061$             33,606,061$            

Fund Balance, Ending 33,606,061$            33,761,524$            67,838,480$            

BELTON ISD
Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

General Fund (199)
As of December 31, 2025
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 2,605,000$              2,605,000$              1,021,515$              1,583,485$              39.2%

5800 State Sources 35,000                     35,000                     40,269                     (5,269)                     115.1%

5900 Federal Sources 5,600,000                5,600,000                1,507,831                4,092,169                26.9%

Total Revenues 8,240,000$              8,240,000$              2,569,614$              5,670,386$              31.2%

Expenditures

35     Food Services, Child Nutrition 9,471,432$              9,471,432$              3,214,620$              6,256,812$              33.9%

Total Expenditures 9,471,432$              9,471,432$              3,214,620$              6,256,812$              33.9%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                          -                          -                          

Other uses -                          -                          -                          

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                          -                          -                          

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures (1,231,432)              (1,231,432)              (645,005)                 

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 3,900,130$              3,900,130$              3,900,130$              

Fund Balance, Ending 2,668,698$              2,668,698$              3,255,125$              

BELTON ISD
Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual

Child Nutrition (240)
As of December 31, 2025
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Adopted Amended Y-T-D Actual Balance Percent

 Budget 2025-26  of Total

Revenues

5700 Local Sources 22,479,530$           22,479,530$           17,007,138$           5,472,392$              75.7%

5800 State Sources 3,924,820                3,924,820                3,757,952                166,868                   95.7%

5900 Federal Sources -                           -                           -                           -                           0.0%

Total Revenues 26,404,350$           26,404,350$           20,765,090$           5,639,260$              78.6%

Expenditures

71 Debt Service 25,233,326$           25,233,326$           61,075$                   25,172,251$           0.2%

Total Expenditures 25,233,326$           25,233,326$           61,075$                   25,172,251$           0.2%

Other Sources & Uses

Other sources -                           -                           -                           

Other uses -                           -                           -                           

Total Other Sournces (Uses) -                           -                           -                           

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures 1,171,024                1,171,024                20,704,015              

Fund Balance (estimated), 8-31-2025 16,339,981$           16,339,981$           16,339,981$           

Fund Balance, Ending 17,511,005$           17,511,005$           37,043,996$           

As of December 31, 2025
Debt Service Fund (511)

Statement of Unaudited Revenues and Expenditures Budget VS. Actual
BELTON ISD
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Proposition Expenditures Open Available 

Local Project Budget 12/31/2025 Purchase Orders Budget

E12 Elementary #12 40,064,028$            37,412,367$          -$                       2,651,661$               

E13 Elementary #13 43,567,482$            39,854,181$          11,400$                 3,701,901$               

DPF Delta Program Facility 2,500,000$              4,364,543$            174,225$               (2,038,768)$              

SWE Southwest Elementary Addition 13,300,000$            14,705,895$          992,417$               (2,398,312)$              

-$                       -$                          

MEP MEP, Roofing and Interior Finishes 8,942,812$              8,217,914$             3,269,223$            (2,544,325)$              

-$                       -$                          

SAF Campus Safety + Security Upgrades 6,041,040$              7,340,210$            229,961$               (1,529,132)$              

-$                       -$                          

BHS BHS Additions & Renovations 28,524,414$            27,625,809$          3,092,833$            (2,194,228)$              

-$                       -$                          

BNT BNT Facility Upgrades 2,000,000$              -$                       -$                 2,000,000$               

-$                       -$                          

LND Land Acquisition 7,000,897$              7,369,991$            -$                       (369,094)$                 

-$                       -$                          

LBM Fine Arts  & Locker Room Addition 8,582,703$              9,903,874$            417,211$               (1,738,382)$              

-$                       -$                          

TEC Technology Infrastructure 676,624$                 -$                       -$                 676,624$                  

-$                       -$                          

BUS New Buses 5,625,000$              4,130,517$            -$                       1,494,483$               

-$                       -$                          

AGR Agriculture Facility 2,000,000$              3,831,423$            -$                       (1,831,423)$              

168,825,000$          164,756,724$        8,187,269$            596,722$                  

DEV Technology Devices 5,000,000$              4,999,771$            -$                       229$                         

173,825,000$          169,756,496$        8,187,269$            596,951$                  

BELTON ISD

Bond Project Summary

Bond Fund (622)

As of December 31, 2025
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Investment 
Report

Belton ISD
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OBSERVATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS

• Interest rates across the yield curve were lower for 2025, except for the 30-
Yr T-Bond

• Softening of the labor market was the primary catalyst for lower rates 
• GDP continued to grow strongly in Q3 2025, posting a 4.3% rate
• The futures market is projecting the Fed Funds rate to bottom out around 3% 

in 2026-27
• Inflation remains sticky and above the Fed 2 percent target rate

• The Fed Funds futures market is 
expecting two .25% rate cuts 
during 2026.

• The Federal Reserve’s median 
Dot Plot shows only one cut for 
2026.

2
SOURCES:  BLOOMBERG
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• Economists surveyed by Bloomberg are 
expecting a slowing of GDP for Q4 
2025 due to the federal government 
shutdown.

• Consumer spending, which comprises 
about 70% of U.S. economic activity, is 
projected to remain positive for 2026, 
especially spending by those in the 
upper-half of income levels.

• Inflation remains above the Fed’s 2% target 
on a year-over-year basis.

• Bloomberg’s survey of economists predicts 
inflation will climb in the first part of 2026.

SOURCES:  BLOOMBERG
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Portfolio 
Overview

SECURITY TYPE PAR VALUE MARKET VALUE BOOK VALUE
% OF 

PORTFOLIO
DAYS TO 

MATURITY YIELD

LGIP 129,595,899.07 129,595,899.07 129,595,899.07 96.16% 1 3.91

Money Market Funds 5,181,199.88 5,181,199.88 5,181,199.88 3.84% 1 0.00

TOTAL 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 100.00% 1 3.75

CASH AND ACCRUED INTEREST

Purchased Accrued Interest 0.00 0.00

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 1 3.75

TOTAL EARNINGS

CURRENT MONTH

420,049.42
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Summary by Type

SECURITY TYPE # OF SECURITIES PAR VALUE BOOK VALUE % OF PORTFOLIO YIELD
DAYS TO FINAL 

MATURITY

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP 3 21,175,884.91 21,175,884.91 15.71 3.90 1

Money Market Funds 1 664,738.46 664,738.46 0.49 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 21,840,623.37 21,840,623.37 16.20 3.78 1

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

Money Market Funds 1 364.00 364.00 0.00 0.00 1

TOTAL 1 364.00 364.00 0.00 0.00 1

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LGIP 3 32,228,222.07 32,228,222.07 23.91 3.97 1

Money Market Funds 1 69,870.63 69,870.63 0.05 0.00 1

TOTAL 4 32,298,092.70 32,298,092.70 23.96 3.96 1

GENERAL FUND

LGIP 6 76,191,792.09 76,191,792.09 56.53 3.88 1

Money Market Funds 2 4,446,226.79 4,446,226.79 3.30 0.00 1

TOTAL 8 80,638,018.88 80,638,018.88 59.83 3.67 1

GRAND TOTAL 17 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 100.00 3.75 1
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

2022 BOND FUND

LGIP

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

3,203,375.99
3,203,375.99

0.00
3,203,375.99 3.99 1

1.00
3,203,375.99

0.00
3,203,375.99

2.38
AAA

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

8,341,777.34
8,341,777.34

0.00
8,341,777.34 3.82 1

1.00
8,341,777.34

0.00
8,341,777.34

6.19
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

9,630,731.58
9,630,731.58

0.00
9,630,731.58 3.93 1

1.00
9,630,731.58

0.00
9,630,731.58

7.15
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 21,175,884.91
21,175,884.91

0.00
21,175,884.91 3.90 1

1.00
21,175,884.91

0.00
21,175,884.91

15.71 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

46-8635-0176
PNC Government 
Checking Account

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

664,738.46
664,738.46

0.00
664,738.46 0.00 1

1.00
664,738.46

0.00
664,738.46

0.49
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

664,738.46
664,738.46

0.00
664,738.46 0.00 1

1.00
664,738.46

0.00
664,738.46

0.49 NA

2022 BOND FUND 
TOTAL

21,840,623.37
21,840,623.37

0.00
21,840,623.37 3.78 1

21,840,623.37
0.00

21,840,623.37
16.20 AAA

CONSTRUCTION 
FUNDS

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4234-4745
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

364.00
364.00

0.00
364.00 0.00 1

1.00
364.00

0.00
364.00

0.00
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

364.00
364.00

0.00
364.00 0.00 1

1.00
364.00

0.00
364.00

0.00 NA

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS 
TOTAL

364.00
364.00

0.00
364.00 0.00 1

364.00
0.00

364.00
0.00 NA

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

2,481,669.32
2,481,669.32

0.00
2,481,669.32 3.82 1

1.00
2,481,669.32

0.00
2,481,669.32

1.84
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

25,169,799.44
25,169,799.44

0.00
25,169,799.44 3.98 1

1.00
25,169,799.44

0.00
25,169,799.44

18.68
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

4,576,753.31
4,576,753.31

0.00
4,576,753.31 3.99 1

1.00
4,576,753.31

0.00
4,576,753.31

3.40
AAA

Position Statement
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

LGIP TOTAL 32,228,222.07
32,228,222.07

0.00
32,228,222.07 3.97 1

1.00
32,228,222.07

0.00
32,228,222.07

23.91 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4026-8128
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

69,870.63
69,870.63

0.00
69,870.63 0.00 1

1.00
69,870.63

0.00
69,870.63

0.05
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

69,870.63
69,870.63

0.00
69,870.63 0.00 1

1.00
69,870.63

0.00
69,870.63

0.05 NA

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
TOTAL

32,298,092.70
32,298,092.70

0.00
32,298,092.70 3.96 1

32,298,092.70
0.00

32,298,092.70
23.96 AAA

GENERAL FUND

LGIP

TEXSTAR TexSTAR
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

9,222,475.32
9,222,475.32

0.00
9,222,475.32 3.82 1

1.00
9,222,475.32

0.00
9,222,475.32

6.84
AAA

TXCLASS Texas CLASS
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

1.03
1.03

0.00
1.03 3.93 1

1.00
1.03

0.00
1.03

0.00
AAA

LSGO
Lone Star Invest 
Pool - Government 
Overnight

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

73.06
73.06

0.00
73.06 3.77 1

1.00
73.06

0.00
73.06

0.00
AAA

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

1,315,092.59
1,315,092.59

0.00
1,315,092.59 3.98 1

1.00
1,315,092.59

0.00
1,315,092.59

0.98
AAA

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool 
- Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

25,877,548.78
25,877,548.78

0.00
25,877,548.78 3.99 1

1.00
25,877,548.78

0.00
25,877,548.78

19.20
AAA

TEXPOOL TexPool
12/31/2025
12/31/2025

39,776,601.31
39,776,601.31

0.00
39,776,601.31 3.82 1

1.00
39,776,601.31

0.00
39,776,601.31

29.51
AAA

LGIP TOTAL 76,191,792.09
76,191,792.09

0.00
76,191,792.09 3.88 1

1.00
76,191,792.09

0.00
76,191,792.09

56.53 AAA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS

49-4026-8101
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

1,093,598.58
1,093,598.58

0.00
1,093,598.58 0.00 1

1.00
1,093,598.58

0.00
1,093,598.58

0.81
NA
NA

49-4026-8136
PNC Corporate Busi-
ness Account

12/31/2025
12/31/2025

3,352,628.21
3,352,628.21

0.00
3,352,628.21 0.00 1

1.00
3,352,628.21

0.00
3,352,628.21

2.49
NA
NA

MONEY MARKET 
FUNDS TOTAL

4,446,226.79
4,446,226.79

0.00
4,446,226.79 0.00 1

1.00
4,446,226.79

0.00
4,446,226.79

3.30 NA

GENERAL FUND TOTAL 80,638,018.88
80,638,018.88

0.00
80,638,018.88 3.67 1

80,638,018.88
0.00

80,638,018.88
59.83 AAA

Position Statement
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CUSIP DESCRIPTION
TRADE DATE 

SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE

PRINCIPAL COST 
PURCHASED 

INTEREST TOTAL COST
YIELD TO 

MATURITY
MATURITY 

DATE
DAYS TO 

MATURITY
MARKET PRICE 

MARKET VALUE

UNREALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS   BOOK 

VALUE
% OF 

MV

MOODY'S 
S&P 

RATING

GRAND TOTAL 134,777,098.95
134,777,098.95

0.00
134,777,098.95 3.75 1

134,777,098.95
0.00

134,777,098.95
100.00 AAA

Position Statement
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Cash Reconciliation Report
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Transaction Statement

NO ACTIVITY DURING 
CURRENT PERIOD
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Amortization Schedule

CUSIP DESCRIPTION PAR VALUE PRINCIPAL COST

ORIGINAL 
PREMIUM OR 

DISCOUNT
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
CURRENT 

PERIOD AMORT
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
TOTAL 

AMORTIZATION
UNAMORTIZED 

BALANCE

GRAND TOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

2022 BOND FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-12-31 3,203,375.99 3,203,375.99 0.00 0.00 10,915.83 10,915.83 0.00

46-8635-0176 PNC Government Checking Account 2025-12-31 664,738.46 664,738.46 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-12-31 8,341,777.34 8,341,777.34 0.00 0.00 36,985.01 36,985.01 0.00

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2025-12-31 9,630,731.58 9,630,731.58 0.00 0.00 33,641.59 33,641.59 0.00

TOTAL 21,840,623.37 21,840,623.37 0.00 0.00 81,542.43 81,542.43 0.00

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-12-31 364.00 364.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 364.00 364.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-12-31 4,576,753.31 4,576,753.31 0.00 0.00 15,595.75 15,595.75 0.00

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-12-31 69,870.63 69,870.63 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2025-12-31 25,169,799.44 25,169,799.44 0.00 0.00 73,511.57 73,511.57 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-12-31 2,481,669.32 2,481,669.32 0.00 0.00 8,035.15 8,035.15 0.00

TOTAL 32,298,092.70 32,298,092.70 0.00 0.00 97,142.47 97,142.47 0.00

GENERAL FUND

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Overnight Plus 
Fund

2025-12-31 25,877,548.78 25,877,548.78 0.00 0.00 90,109.28 90,109.28 0.00

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

2025-12-31 73.06 73.06 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.24 0.00

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-12-31 1,093,598.58 1,093,598.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 2025-12-31 3,352,628.21 3,352,628.21 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TEXPOOL TexPool 2025-12-31 39,776,601.31 39,776,601.31 0.00 0.00 116,944.39 116,944.39 0.00

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 2025-12-31 1,315,092.59 1,315,092.59 0.00 0.00 4,450.08 4,450.08 0.00

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2025-12-31 9,222,475.32 9,222,475.32 0.00 0.00 29,860.53 29,860.53 0.00

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 2025-12-31 1.03 1.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 80,638,018.88 80,638,018.88 0.00 0.00 241,364.52 241,364.52 0.00
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Accrued Interest Schedule

IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION SETTLE DATE PAR VALUE
PRINCIPAL 

COST

BEGINNING 
ACCRUED 
INTEREST

PURCHASED 
INTEREST

CURRENT 
PERIOD 

ACCRUAL
INTEREST 
RECEIVED

ENDING
ACCRUED
INTEREST

GRAND TOTAL 134,777,098.95 134,777,098.95 0.00 0.00 420,049.42 420,049.42 0.00
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Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

2022 BOND FUND

46-8635-0176
PNC Government Checking 
Account

664,738.46 125,694.97 664,738.46 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

3,203,375.99 3,192,460.16 3,203,375.99 12/31/2025 0.00 3.99 10,915.83 0.00 0.00 10,915.83

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 8,341,777.34 14,804,792.33 8,341,777.34 12/31/2025 5.30 3.82 36,985.01 0.00 0.00 36,985.01

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 9,630,731.58 10,297,089.99 9,630,731.58 12/31/2025 0.00 3.93 33,641.59 0.00 0.00 33,641.59

TOTAL 21,840,623.37 28,420,037.45 21,840,623.37 2.02 3.78 81,542.43 0.00 0.00 81,542.43

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

49-4234-4745 PNC Corporate Business Account 364.00 364.00 364.00 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-5257-2338 PNC Corporate Business Account 0.00 0.49 0.00 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 364.00 364.49 364.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

49-4026-8128 PNC Corporate Business Account 69,870.63 25,080.63 69,870.63 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

4,576,753.31 4,561,157.56 4,576,753.31 12/31/2025 0.00 3.99 15,595.75 0.00 0.00 15,595.75

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 25,169,799.44 14,713,946.38 25,169,799.44 12/31/2025 4.50 3.98 73,511.57 0.00 0.00 73,511.57

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 2,481,669.32 2,473,634.17 2,481,669.32 12/31/2025 5.30 3.82 8,035.15 0.00 0.00 8,035.15

TOTAL 32,298,092.70 21,773,818.74 32,298,092.70 3.91 3.96 97,142.47 0.00 0.00 97,142.47

GENERAL FUND

49-4026-8101 PNC Corporate Business Account 1,093,598.58 833,269.34 1,093,598.58 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

49-4026-8136 PNC Corporate Business Account 3,352,628.21 1,388,384.75 3,352,628.21 12/31/2025 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

LSCOP
Lone Star Invest Pool - Corp Over-
night Plus Fund

25,877,548.78 29,274,487.17 25,877,548.78 12/31/2025 0.00 3.99 90,109.28 0.00 0.00 90,109.28

LSGO
Lone Star Invest Pool - Government 
Overnight

73.06 72.82 73.06 12/31/2025 0.00 3.77 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.24

TEXPOOL TexPool 39,776,601.31 23,304,281.82 39,776,601.31 12/31/2025 5.34 3.82 116,944.39 0.00 0.00 116,944.39

TEXPRIME TexPool Prime 1,315,092.59 1,310,642.51 1,315,092.59 12/31/2025 4.50 3.98 4,450.08 0.00 0.00 4,450.08

TEXSTAR TexSTAR 9,222,475.32 9,192,614.79 9,222,475.32 12/31/2025 5.30 3.82 29,860.53 0.00 0.00 29,860.53

246



BELTON ISD | DECEMBER 31, 2025

18

Earnings by Fund

CUSIP DESCRIPTION
ENDING PAR 

VALUE
BEGINNING 

BOOK VALUE
ENDING BOOK 

VALUE
FINAL 

MATURITY
COUPON 

RATE YIELD
INTEREST 

EARNED

NET 
AMORTIZATION/ 

ACCRETION 
INCOME

NET REALIZED 
GAIN/LOSS

ADJUSTED 
INTEREST 

EARNINGS

TXCLASS Texas CLASS 1.03 1.03 1.03 12/31/2025 0.00 3.93 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 80,638,018.88 65,303,754.23 80,638,018.88 3.31 3.67 241,364.52 0.00 0.00 241,364.52

GRAND TOTAL 134,777,098.95 115,497,974.91 134,777,098.95 3.25 3.75 420,049.42 0.00 0.00 420,049.42
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Meeder provides monthly statements for its investment management clients to provide information about the investment portfolio. The information should not be used for audit or confirmation 
purposes.  Please review your custodial statements and report any inaccuracies or discrepancies.

Certain information and data has been supplied by unaffiliated third parties. Although Meeder believes the information is reliable, it cannot warrant the accuracy of information offered by third 
parties. Market value may reflect prices received from pricing vendors when current market quotations are not available. Prices may not reflect firm bids or offers and may differ from the value at 
which the security can be sold. 

Statements may include positions from unmanaged accounts provided for reporting purposes. Unmanaged accounts are managed directly by the client and are not included in the accounts 
managed by Meeder. This information is provided as a client convenience and Meeder assumes no responsibility for performance of these accounts or the accuracy of the data reported.

Investing involves risk. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Debt and fixed income securities are subject to credit and interest rate risk. The investment return and 
principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an investors shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Current performance may be lower or 
higher than the performance data quoted.

Investment advisory services provided by Meeder Public Funds, Inc. Please contact us if you would like to receive a copy of our current ADV disclosure brochure or privacy policy.

© 2024 Meeder Investment Management

meederpublicfunds.com  |  866.633.3371

Disclosure
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Gifts, Grants, and Bequests

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty 

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The District accepts gifts, grants, and bequests from many different sources each school 
year for the benefit of its students and programs. Policy CDC(LOCAL) gives authority to 
the Superintendent to accept most gifts, grants, or bequests.

Fiscal Implications:

Attached is a list of donations that have been accepted. Budget amendments required for 
the expenditure of these funds will be presented as needed. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Information only.
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Gifts, Grants, and Bequests  
January 26, 2026

Source of Other Revenue/In Kind 
Donations

Type
Amount/ 

Value
Date District, Campus, or Program Intended Use

James and Carmen Reuben Check $300 1/12/2026
Lake Belton High School - Hope 
Squad

Donation to Hope Squad

Equipt, LLC Check $1,000 12/12/2025 Lakewood Elementary
Donation for Staff Christmas 

Gift

Legacy CTX Inc Check $1,694.00 12/4/2025 Belton New Tech
For Support of Campus and 

Students as needed
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Budget Amendment #4 for 2025-2026

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future. 

Background Information:

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) Financial Accountability System Resource Guide sets forth 
guidelines on budget amendments. Budget amendments are required by the State to reclassify 
appropriations at the level at which the budget is adopted. Belton ISD adopts budgets for the 
required funds at the functional level. Amendments which reclassify appropriations from one 
functional level to another should be approved by the Board.  The budget may also be amended 
by the Board for changes in the level of its Revenue and Expenditures, CE(Legal/Local). 
Amendments are recorded in the District’s Board minutes. 

Budget amendments are presented monthly, as needed. The changes are described below.

Fiscal Implications: 

General Fund

Expenditures:
o Instruction (11): ($4,712)

o ($1,500): Building Security Upgrades
o ($3,212): Redistribution of funds for various needs

o Curriculum & Staff Development (13): ($788)
o $212: Redistribution of funds for various needs
o ($1,000): Building Security Upgrades

o School Leadership (23): ($1,000)
o ($1,000): Building Security Upgrades 

o Co-curricular Activities (36): $3,000
o $3,000: Redistribution of funds for various needs

o Security & Monitoring (52): $3,500
o $3,500: Building Security Upgrades

The net effect of these amendments to the fund balance is $0

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve amendments as presented. 251



Belton ISD  - January 26, 2026

Function  
Original Adopted 

Budget
Previously 

Amended Budget

Summary of 
Proposed 

Amendments
Proposed 

Amended Budget
REVENUES

Local 50,511,930$                 50,527,418$               -                              50,527,418                    

State 101,422,971                 101,405,923               -                              101,405,923                  

Federal 1,375,000                     1,375,000                   -                              1,375,000                      

153,309,901                 153,308,341               -                              153,308,341                  

EXPENDITURES

11 Instruction 82,233,007                   81,959,936                 (4,712)                         81,955,224                    

12 Library & Media Services 1,771,816                     1,771,816                   -                              1,771,816                      

13 Curriculum & Staff Development 3,895,773                     3,704,416                   (788)                            3,703,628                      

21 Instructional Leadership 2,695,954                     2,696,744                   -                              2,696,744                      

23 School Leadership 9,571,864                     9,569,364                   (1,000)                         9,568,364                      

31 Guidance and Counseling Services 6,513,322                     6,511,617                   -                              6,511,617                      

32 Social Work Services 264,611                        187,446                      -                              187,446                         

33 Health Services 2,266,148                     2,266,148                   -                              2,266,148                      

34 Student Transportation 6,708,711                     6,724,199                   -                              6,724,199                      

35 School Nutrition -                                -                              -                              -                                 

36 Co-curricular Activities 5,704,747                     5,638,089                   3,000                          5,641,089                      

41 General Administration 4,292,262                     4,292,262                   -                              4,292,262                      

51 Facilities Maintenance & Operations 17,184,660                   17,229,165                 -                              17,229,165                    

52 Security and Monitoring 3,271,775                     3,354,775                   3,500                          3,358,275                      

53 Data Processing Services 5,037,698                     4,993,193                   -                              4,993,193                      

61 Community Services -                                -                              -                              -                                 

71 Debt Service 356,810                        356,810                      -                              356,810                         

81 Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                                356,155                      -                              356,155                         

93 Payments to fiscal agent -                                -                              -                              -                                 

95 Payments to JJAEP 15,743                          15,743                        -                              15,743                           

97 Tax Increment 750,000                        750,000                      -                              750,000                         

99 Other Intergovernmental Charges 775,000                        775,000                      -                              775,000                         

Total Expenditures 153,309,901                 153,152,878               -                              153,152,878                  

Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures -                                155,463                      -                              155,463                         

Other Sources -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Other Uses -                                -                              -                              -                                 

Budgeted/Estimated Change in Fund Balance -$                              155,463$                    -$                            155,463$                       

Budget amendments for these funds are required to be adopted by the Board of Trustees.

2025-26 Budget Amendment Proposed For Adoption By The Board Of Trustees

General Fund
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Expenditures over $50,000

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  ☑ None      � Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the 
future.

Background Information:

Board Policy CH(LOCAL) requires that any single budgeted purchase of goods or 
services that costs $50,000 or more shall require Board approval before a transaction 
may take place. The following list of proposed purchases is submitted for your 
consideration:

Renewal of CDW-G for Google Workspace
Google Workspace for Education Plus is the ultimate Google Workspace edition for 
education.  This edition includes all the enhanced security features to help the district be 
more proactive with digital security and gives Belton ISD enhanced control over our 
data, along with providing additional analytics.  The renewal cost is $258,825 over three 
years. The total for year 1 is $80,325, year 2 is $89,250, and year 3 is $89,250. CDW-G 
participates in the TIPS Cooperative Contract.

Renewal of Soliant Health for Special Programs
Soliant Health provides support for assessments and provision of services including 
School Psychologists, Diagnosticians, Speech Therapists, Teachers and 
Paraprofessionals. The cost of staffing services will cost up to $125,000. Soliant Health 
is an approved vendor. 

Renewal of Growing Places Therapy for Special Programs
Growing Places Therapy provides support for assessments and provision of services 
including Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapists. The cost of staffing services 
will cost up to $100,000.  Growing Places Therapy is an approved vendor. 
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Paragon Sports Constructors for Tiger Field Synthetic Turf Replacement #2511-150-
390
This project was authorized in July when we adopted a reimbursement resolution to 
replace the synthetic turf at Tiger Field.  Paragon Sports is recommended with a 
qualifying bid not to exceed $775,480. 

Fiscal Implications:

CDW-G, Soliant Health, and Growing Places Therapy will be funded by the general 
fund. Paragon Sports will be funded from the reimbursement resolution proceeds. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the requested expenditures as presented.
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: School Library Advisory Council Recommendation for Library Materials Purchase

Contact Person: Julee Manley

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None     ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD vision.

Goal 2: Ensure exceptional learning experiences for each and every student.

Background Information:

The Belton ISD School Library Advisory Council convened on November 19, 2025 and 
reviewed materials being considered for purchase in our libraries. Elementary and 
Secondary lead librarians presented the mid-year list of book titles for vetting prior to 
purchasing.  The recommended book list was generated in alignment with collection 
standards and guidelines, as well as being posted online  for 30 days. Based on the 
materials presented and considerations discussed, the SLAC unanimously 
recommended that the full list be brought forth to the Board for consideration.

Fiscal Implications:

The purchase will be funded by individual campus funds as budgeted.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the attached list of library books recommended by the School Library Advisory 
Council as presented.
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review #1 Review #2
1546171703 ChiChi's Story Aubre Andrus ES The Dodo series Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6
1546141715 Smiley M.C. Ross ES Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025)
9798225026257 War Games Alan Gratz ES Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025)School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 26, 2025)
1338822047 You make the world Muon Thi Van ES Kirkus Reviews Publishers Weekly
1546147551 I am Ingrid Aria Mia Loberti ES Publishers Weekly (September 8, 2025)School Library Journal Xpress (October 10, 2025)
1665956127 Crunchazaur Kaboom Stephen W. Martin ES Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
1546152423 Ready, Set, Roll Alessandra Montagnana ES Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025)Gr 1-4-The first appearance of Fluffy McWhiskers and the adorable dog Potato set up a world where their cuteness caused explosive mayhem. Without that initial understanding of the plot mechanism, this sequel can be startling. It starts off with a bang, the Godzilla-coded Crunchazaur literally munching down innocent beachgoers from the very first page. It's a world the reader has to sink into and not think about too hard, or else the constant kaboom-ey killing could seem horrific instead of cute and somewhat funny-the idea of dangerously cute animals is pretty hilarious. So when Crunchazaur threatens the world, Fluffy and Potato spring to the rescue, plotting how to use their lethal adorableness for good. The story features some amusing text interaction and is fun to read due to the alliteration and repetition for emphasis. VERDICT A book of pure silliness. No hidden lessons, just sheer hilarity. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
153623897X The Search for Carmella Chloe Savage ES Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2024)School Library Journal Xpress (March 14, 2025)
978-1-6690-8646-8 Make 10 Marvelous Machines with STEM Chelsey Lucio ES Dewey: 621.8; Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6PreS-Gr 2-This enchanting picture book follows the journey of Dr. Rose, a passionate marine biologist whose childhood fascination with the sea blossoms into a career of adventure and discovery. With a determined spirit, she embarks on an extraordinary mission to uncover the truth behind Carmella, a mythical sea creature rumored to inhabit the ocean's mysterious depths. Joined by her team of scientists and explorers aboard a submersible, she plunges into the dark world of the deep sea. Readers are introduced to an array of fascinating marine life depicted in breathtaking illustrations. From the shimmering blues of shallow rock pools to the black ocean depth, the colors on every page immerse readers in a vibrant aquatic world. The intricate depictions of sea creatures are inspired by science and a delight, while attention to detail brings the wonders of marine biology to life. VERDICT A fantastic addition to library collections with an inspiring heroine and a window into deep-sea exploration, this is perfect choice for story hours and STEM programs alike.-Susan McClellan © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-0-06-341122-7 Besties for Eternity (Fancy Nancy) Jane O'Connor ES School Library Journal (October 1, 2025)
978-0-593-62236-0 Day the Crayons Made Friends Drew Daywalt ES Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025)School Library Journal Xpress (September 19, 2025)
978-1-368-09693-5 Dex Dingo World's best greatest ever archaelogist Greg Foley ES Dewey: 741.5; Audience: Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6K-Gr 2-Duncan's crayons have gone missing again, but this time they haven't quit or gotten lost. Instead, they have made new friends! When Duncan receives a fresh stack of cards from his crayons, he learns about the new friendships each crayon has formed. Red Crayon proudly announces they have found Duncan's fire truck and that they are the perfect size to help put out fires. White Crayon confesses that she once felt invisible, and since finding Duncan's checkerboard, now feels seen, at least half the time. A gathering at the end brings all these crayons back together, with their new friends in tow. As with the previous installments, this book features the same humorously styled letters peppered with callbacks to the earlier stories. The childlike drawings continue to add layers of visual humor, delighting fans of the series. Perhaps because readers are now familiar with the premise, this entry may lack some of the original charm and quirky freshness. Despite this, devotees of the series will appreciate the return of their favorite crayon characters and the gentle humor that has made the series so beloved. VERDICT For libraries with an established audience for these popular books, this installment is a worthwhile purchase.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
978-1-6659-2487-0 Everything Trail Meg Flemming ES Booklist starred (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22))Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025)
978-1-63993-416-4 Forever Ripley McCall Hoyle ES Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025)School Library Journal Xpress starred (October 3, 2025)
978-1-5290-4130-9 Gardening Dog Cindy Wume ES Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3Gr 4-6-The beauty of this novel and what sets it apart from other dog stories is that Ripley, a devoted German Shepherd, is the narrator and protagonist. Readers see the action through Ripley's loyal eyes. A working dog in her younger years, Ripley worked with Max watching over the swamp and land and keeping danger out. When Max dies in an accident, he asks Ripley to watch over his girls, and Ripley takes her job seriously. Ripley does her best as she ages. Eventually, it becomes a bit harder for Riley to walk, and she experiences aches and pains she didn't have as a pup. Fortunately, Ripley is surrounded by love and community as they begin to process saying goodbye, taking the dog on favorite outings to share what she's always loved. Ripley knows she's leaving them stronger; she kept her promise to Max, and she is proud. Heartbreakingly poignant, this tender middle grade book about grief, dying, love, friendship and pride truly stands apart in its exploration of these tough topics from a wise dog's perspective. Tears will be shed, and tissues are needed. Back matter includes discussion questions that explore plot and character relationships and will inspire dialogue. VERDICT A tearjerking realistic fiction read about love and loss that should be added to all middle grade collections.-P. Thompson McLeod © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
979-8-7656-4769-1 Our Garden Ruthie Van Oosbree ES School Library Journal (May 1, 2025)
978-1-6659-6108-0 Troubling Tonsils Aaron Reynolds ES Booklist (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1))Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025)
978-1-6659-6111-0 Unsettling Salad Aaron Reynolds ES Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3Jasper Rabbit, protagonist of the picture book Creepy Carrots! and its sequels (most recently Creepy Crayon!, rev. 9/22), serves as the Rod Serling-like narrator of this early-chapter-book series opener. "Creepy things lie on the following pages...You may possibly find yourself peeing your pants." Duly warned, readers meet Charlie Marmot, who is scheduled to have his tonsils removed and plans to keep them in a jar for show-and-tell. But when the time comes for the procedure, the tonsils are already missing...and then it gets weirder. The tonsils are sentient, they have their own lines of dialogue, and they're out for revenge. Sophisticated vocabulary and turns of phrase ("regardless of the cause, there are no tonsils currently residing in Charlie's throat") make this title, full of both horror and humor, a good choice for confidently independent readers or for reading aloud together in ominous tones. Mixed-media illustrations, some of them chillingly stark, in a pitch-perfect palette of black-and-white punctuated with tonsil pink, add to the cinematic feel. Hand to readers demanding scary books -- if they're willing to swallow quite the premise. Shoshana Flax September/October 2025 p.72
978-1-62354-483-6 No es un monstruo Claudia Martinez ES Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
978-1-0982-9189-1 Chasing the Chupacabra Anna Anderhagen ES School Library Journal (April 1, 2024)
978-1-442-44673-1 

Battle Bunny
Jon Scieszka and 
Mac Barnett ES next in series

979-88-930444-4-7 Blastoff! Readers Level 1: Who is Cuter? (entire series) Christina Leaf ES entire series/Non-fiction
Reading Level: 1.8
Interest Level: K-3

978-1-664-30026-2 Heavy Metal Badger Duncan Beedie ES non fiction 
978-0-06-320393-8 Warrios Graphic Novel: The Prophecies Begin 3 Erin Hunter ES next in series

978-1-546-13771-9 I Survived California Wildfires- graphic novel Lauren Tarshis ES next in series
Reading Level: 5.0
Interest Level: 4-7

978-1-7282-9309-7 How to Catch a Babysaurus Alice Walstead ES next in series
Reading Level: 2.0
Interest Level: K-3

978-1-339-03558-1 What Would you Rather Be? A Black Bear or a Black Mamba?Jerry Pallotta ES next in series- Non-fiction

978-1-339-00126-5 Wings of Fire: Talons of Power Tui T. Sutherland ES next in series
Reading Level: 4.0
Interest Level: 4-7

978-1-339-00129-6 Wiings of Fire: Darkstalker Tui T. Sutherland ES next in series
Reading Level: 5.0
Interest Level: 4-7

978-0-593-80724-8 Sweet Valley Twins: The New Girl Francine Pascal ES series Kirkus: In this latest series entry, the new student at Sweet Valley Middle School makes a bad first impressionTwins Jessica and Elizabeth create their own new girl, fictional triplet sister Jennifer, after Brooke, their unpleasant new neighbor from Los Angeles, holds them in contempt. Brooke, with her chic, excessively formal clothes, gives off a snooty vibe, turning up her nose at anything local, disparaging Jessica and calling her Unicorns club "Uni-duds," and insulting the school paper Liz is proud to work on. When Brooke accidently spills paint on Jessica's book fair poster, classmates attribute the mishap to malice, and her fate as a pariah is sealed. The sisters take turns posing as Jennifer, whose friendly overtures soften Brooke up. She even confides in Jennifer that she's hurt by her workaholic father's neglect and her mother's abandonment. Jessica plots to give Brooke a public comeuppance, while Liz, as usual, shows more sensitivity, integrity, and compassion than her twin, but loyalty leads her to participate in the scheme, performing the role of Jennifer. Disaster, remorse, and the requisite apologies from the blue-eyed, strawberry blond twins follow-and there's even a promise of brighter days ahead for Brooke at home. The lively artwork, which uses bright pastels for most of the story, switches to darker jewel tones during scenes of emotional distress. Brooke has light brown skin and dark brown hair, and a Black-presenting supporting character is nonbinary.The friendship dynamics are easy to follow; fans will be pleased. (cast of characters)(Graphic fiction. 8-12
Reading Level: 4.0
Interest Level: 4-7

978-0-593-80728-6 Sweet Valley Twins: Three's a Crowd Francine Pascal ES series
Reading Level: 3.0
Interest Level: 4-7

978-0-399-17619-7 Milk Goes to School Terry Border ES Kirkus: Border continues his series of books about anthropomorphized food, this time focusing on Milk and her first day of school.It seems as though Milk has started off on the wrong bent-wire foot, so to speak. When Cupcake compliments Milk's new backpack, the beverage thanks her and says it was a gift from her dad, who says she's "la crème de la crème." That's all Waffle needs to hear in order to declare Milk to be spoiled. And so begins a back and forth between Milk and Waffle that quickly becomes tedious in its repetitiveness. Waffle does have a bit of a point about Milk's behavior, but that doesn't excuse his bullying, and it doesn't take long before Milk is slinging it right back at Waffle. A couple of accidents (they are foodstuff kindergarteners, after all) later, Milk is contrite, and her classmates, even Waffle, are forgiving. Border sprinkles in lots of visual puns; though they will go over the heads of the target audience, adult readers may chuckle (Apple sits at a desk, paper airplane in hand and Milton's Paradise Lost on the desktop). Several of his spreads are photographed from unusual perspectives, which may make it difficult for young readers to puzzle out the scenes.Border's shtick goes on far too long for readers to want seconds of Milk and Waffle. (Picture book. 4-8)School Library Journal PreS-Gr 2 Following the success of Peanut Butter and Cupcake and Happy Birthday, Cupcake! , Border returns with the latest entry in his cuisine-inspired series. Milk tries to make friends on the first day of school by sharing her best crayons with Carrot, offering to get Celery a new raisin, and asking Cupcake to sit next to her. Despite her efforts to be friendly, Milk is prone to boasting and snobbery and is soon labeled as "spoiled" by her classmate, Waffle, for her haughty attitude. This eventually leads to her being ostracized by the rest of her class. But when she accidentally slips on Banana's peel and temporarily becomes a puddle on the floor, her classmates recall the title character's kindness and Milk finally admits that she has been acting a bit spoiled. By the end of the book, Milk finds her way back into her carton and has some new friends, including Waffle. As with his previous works, Border manipulates and photographs three-dimensional objects to create his strange assortment of food-related characters, resulting in uniquely stylized and creative illustrations. Several clever food-themed gags are sprinkled throughout, providing plenty of giggles. Though this is a seemingly silly story, its themes of friendship, bullying, and fitting in still ring true. VERDICT A quirky read-aloud with offbeat humor and fun images that young readers will appreciate. A good choice to address the challenges of making new friends at school. Laura J. Giunta, Garden City Public Library, NY
978-0-399-17621-0 Merry Christmas Peanut Terry Border ES ALA Booklist: And now for something completely different: here's a Christmas tale with peanuts as characters. On Christmas Day, Peanut and his parents set out for dinner at Grandma's house. Along the way, they encounter a sad-looking baker on the road, an unhappy sailor in her boat, and a forlorn lumberjack in the woods. Each time, Peanut says, "Don't be sad! I'll cheer you up! I'm the Merry Christmas Nut!" and invites them to go to Grandma's house. When they lose their way in the forest, Peanut's new friends cheer him up with variations of his rhyme. The catchy verse helps move the story along, but this picture book's main draw is its original artwork. Creating characters with unshelled peanuts for bodies, wire for legs, arms, and glasses, and a variety of eccentric hats to distinguish each individual from the rest, Border places them in a miniature 3-D world of his own creation and photographs the scenes. The large-scale illustrations offer plenty of intriguing elements for children to enjoy. An imaginative picture book with a holiday theme.Kirkus: Border continues his food-as-characters shtick with this Christmas tale about a family of peanuts celebrating the holiday together. The unusual illustrations feature real peanuts, still in their shells, photographed in amusing scenes filled with small props and backgrounds of water, snow, or Christmas-cookie trees. The peanuts have wire arms and legs, character-differentiating hats, and wire-framed glasses that give the illusion of eyes. The main character, Peanut, who wears a propeller beanie, and his parents encounter difficulties on the way to Grandma's house for Christmas dinner, such as a "traffic jelly," instead of a traffic jam. They invite each peanut character who assists them to join the group and come along to Grandma's for dinner, Peanut informing each one, "Don't be sad! I'll cheer you up! I'm the Merry Christmas Nut!" Each additional peanut has something special to offer, and with teamwork, the group solves further problems. The cumulative story has a traditional folk-tale sensibility with its repeated refrain, journey complicated by obstacles, assistance from strangers along the way, and rewards for those who help others in need. The funny conclusion shows Peanut and his family and friends enjoying their Christmas dinner with real (though tiny) food items, followed by an ice-hockey match on a Popsicle skating rink. Adults might find Peanut's cheery, repetitive catchphrase annoying, but kids will likely eat this up. (Picture book. 4-7)
978-0-06-298363-3 Super Santa: The Science of Chrismas Bruce Hale ES ALA Booklist: Along with inviting readers to consider some big numbers w far would Santa have to travel to deliver a billion presents to about 200 million homes? Around 20 million miles! le gives the teeming crew of elves, headed by capable gadgeteer Mrs. Claus, kudos for not only making all those gifts but also making sure that all nine (yes, nine) reindeer have nonskid hooves for all the rooftop landings and that the jolly driver wears proper safety gear. How does he do it in one night? In part, at least, by crossing the International Date Line, which gives him 31 hours of darkness ough how he manages to carry a million-ton payload or down 400 million cookies (and 200 million glasses of milk) is left for him to know. Sharp-eyed viewers will note, in Francis' exuberant cartoon scenes, that Santa's high-tech systems are state of the art, his red pants are fireproof, and those reindeer aren't the sleigh's only power source. A soaring tribute to an annual feat that combines magic, science, and engineering.Horn book: This super-entertaining book reveals the science behind Santa's Christmas Eve magic. Holly, part of a team of tech-savvy elves, takes us on a tour of Santa's workshop (which must produce over a billion presents a year); garage (run by Mrs. Claus, where they've built a sled equipped to carry a million tons of toys and stop in the space of a single roof); and loading dock (where Santa dons a special suit designed to handle the g-forces of traveling 730,000 miles per hour). Flying from east to west across the International Date Line, he's able to complete all his deliveries and -- jangling jingle bells! -- make it back to the North Pole to start the process all over again. Double-page spreads full of bustling activity and humorous details add to the appeal
978-1-524-89767-3 Haru: Fall Joe Latham ES next in series Kirkus: Can Haru's hope eclipse Blight's despairJumping right in where its predecessor concluded, this third volume finds the endearing blue bird Haru navigating a frightening and unfamiliar realm known as the Inbetween. Undaunted by the Inbetween's nightmarish denizens, Haru, who usesthey/them pronouns, forges on. They meet Hecate ("but you can call me Cate"), a ghost cat who guides them through the Inbetween to the next realm. Meanwhile, Haru's friends, firefly Frei and mushroom Herb, along with Haru's brother, Goose, are trying to stop the nefarious Blight, whose rageful anguish manifests as angry red skies with tentacled clouds. As the final confrontation looms between heroes and foes, can Haru's optimism subdue Blight's pain? Exploring themes of grief and loss juxtaposed against hope and kindness, Latham's latest graphic fantasy thrills. Despite its weighty subjects, the masterful visual storytelling and numerous lush, wordless panels keep the pages flying. The softly hued scenes contain vibrant splashes of color, creating a dramatic effect. Haru's journey and transformation resonate, and the narrative nuance brings accessible complexity to what might, deceptively, appear to be a simple tale. Those familiar with Haru's previous adventures will find satisfying resolutions to longstanding questions in this dreamy and luminous trilogy closer.Engaging, uplifting, and beautifully imagined.(Graphic animal fantasy. 8-12)Kirkus: Can Haru's hope eclipse Blight's despairJumping right in where its predecessor concluded, this third volume finds the endearing blue bird Haru navigating a frightening and unfamiliar realm known as the Inbetween. Undaunted by the Inbetween's nightmarish denizens, Haru, who usesthey/them pronouns, forges on. They meet Hecate ("but you can call me Cate"), a ghost cat who guides them through the Inbetween to the next realm. Meanwhile, Haru's friends, firefly Frei and mushroom Herb, along with Haru's brother, Goose, are trying to stop the nefarious Blight, whose rageful anguish manifests as angry red skies with tentacled clouds. As the final confrontation looms between heroes and foes, can Haru's optimism subdue Blight's pain? Exploring themes of grief and loss juxtaposed against hope and kindness, Latham's latest graphic fantasy thrills. Despite its weighty subjects, the masterful visual storytelling and numerous lush, wordless panels keep the pages flying. The softly hued scenes contain vibrant splashes of color, creating a dramatic effect. Haru's journey and transformation resonate, and the narrative nuance brings accessible complexity to what might, deceptively, appear to be a simple tale. Those familiar with Haru's previous adventures will find satisfying resolutions to longstanding questions in this dreamy and luminous trilogy closer.Engaging, uplifting, and beautifully imagined.(Graphic animal fantasy. 8-12)

256



978-1-546-13097-0 Forests Nell Cross Beckerman ES Non-Fiction Kirkus: A poetic salute to the world's forests and many of the wonders they containThe beauty and visual depth that inform Chock's stately forest scenes, rich in color and photographically exact in detail, find suitable echoes in Beckerman's alliterative, sensual free verse. "Munching mouthfuls of bursting blueberries, / you inhale fertile earth while hunting for / morels and fairy circles." The tour begins in a misty temperate forest, then branches out to encompass other forest types and locales, from lush Amazonian rain forest to oyamel firs hung about with migrant monarch butterflies in a "tangerine dream," a stand of Japanese bamboo dappled with swirls of sunlight, an urban forest, and even an underwater kelp forest with a drowsy otter nosing through. In prose commentary running beneath, the author clearly describes each type and, for specific sites, what makes each distinctive. Along the way, she fills readers in on the ways wildlife, trees, and fungi interact, as well as on the effects and increasing dangers of wildfires; in the backmatter she offers useful guidelines for planting trees and conserving shrinking woodlands. "So much to see," she writes, "to smell, / to hear, / to taste, / to feel." Small human figures appear occasionally, but typically in silhouette or facing away from viewers.A spellbinding tour, deeply rooted in both fact and feeling. (author's and illustrator's notes, further reading and viewing, more fascinating forests)(Informational picture book. 6-8)
Reading Level: 2.0
Interest Level: K-3

978-0-593-70981-8 Mr. Lemoncello's Library Olympics Chris Grabenstein ES next in series Kirkus: A second round of bookish riddles and rebuses leads to a stout battle against the forces of intellectual repression in this graphic remake of the popular series' second entryWith teams of avid young readers from around the country descending on eccentric Mr. Lemoncello's fabulous library to compete for a glittering first prize-a full ride to college-it looks like Kyle Keeley and his three compatriots have their work cut out for them. They must also contend with chicanery from slimy Charles W. Chiltington, his even more reprehensible mother, and a squirrelly new book-burning nemesis. Are they up to the challenge? "On your mark. Get set. Lemoncello-GO!" Holgate's fluidly drawn assemblages of actively engaged contestants, expertly colored by Todeschini, capture the 2016 novel's narrative vim while highlighting the young cast's racial diversity. Though some of the 12 games (like a book cart relay race) are tests of physical agility, most of them lean on mental acuity as well as a working knowledge of the Dewey Decimal System, basic research skills, and wide reading knowledge. The abundant book references have been updated to include worthy titles published since the original's appearance. A love for libraries and those who value them shines here more brightly than ever, from the very first poser-a rebus with a message that bookworms will delight in-onward.The dynamic graphic format will draw new fans to this timeless manifesto for library lovers.(Graphic fiction. 9-13)Kirkus: A second round of bookish riddles and rebuses leads to a stout battle against the forces of intellectual repression in this graphic remake of the popular series' second entryWith teams of avid young readers from around the country descending on eccentric Mr. Lemoncello's fabulous library to compete for a glittering first prize-a full ride to college-it looks like Kyle Keeley and his three compatriots have their work cut out for them. They must also contend with chicanery from slimy Charles W. Chiltington, his even more reprehensible mother, and a squirrelly new book-burning nemesis. Are they up to the challenge? "On your mark. Get set. Lemoncello-GO!" Holgate's fluidly drawn assemblages of actively engaged contestants, expertly colored by Todeschini, capture the 2016 novel's narrative vim while highlighting the young cast's racial diversity. Though some of the 12 games (like a book cart relay race) are tests of physical agility, most of them lean on mental acuity as well as a working knowledge of the Dewey Decimal System, basic research skills, and wide reading knowledge. The abundant book references have been updated to include worthy titles published since the original's appearance. A love for libraries and those who value them shines here more brightly than ever, from the very first poser-a rebus with a message that bookworms will delight in-onward.The dynamic graphic format will draw new fans to this timeless manifesto for library lovers.(Graphic fiction. 9-13)
978-1-541-55602-7 Football's G.O.A.T.: Jim Brown, Tom Brady, and More Joe Levit ES Non-fiction
978-1-662-68015-1 Introducing Sandwina: The Strongest Woman in the World! Vicki Conrad ES BB ALA Booklist: Starred Review It's such a treat when a picture book's writing and illustrations are equally matched, and Conrad and Holmes pool their talents to lift Katie Brumbach, stage name Sandwina, to heights befitting her status as the world's strongest woman. Adopting the tone of a barker, Conrad touts Brumbach's astonishing feats of strength while unspooling her upbringing in a large German circus family and recruitment in 1910 by Ringling Brothers. Holmes, meanwhile, replicates the lithographic style used to make twentieth- century circus posters through the use of textured paper, digital layering, and a palette primarily of cyan, goldenrod, and persimmon. Retro typefaces are also employed, and the combined effect is showstopping. While Brumbach was deemed the world's strongest woman, the text frequently points out that she routinely challenged and defeated men in strength contests 's even rumored that she took the name Sandwina after unseating Eugen Sandow from his world's-strongest-man throne. If balancing an upright piano (and its pianist) on her back or hoisting an occupied two-seater bicycle above her head weren't accomplishment enough, Brumbach was also a strong advocate for women's rights, embracing her unconventionally tall, muscular physique and fighting for women's suffrage. Enriching back matter touches on the creators' inspirations while also offering archival photos, extended biographical notes, a list of strong women in history, a time line, and a selected biography. Spectacular!Horn Book: Born into a German circus family in 1884, Katie Brumbach dazzled audiences with incredible feats of strength. Conrad opens her tale with Brumbach's legendary win over strongman Eugen Sandow, after which she renamed herself Sandwina. (The author says in her closing note that there is no written record of the victory but: "This legend has been told over and over again.") Readers learn of Sandwina's romance with a skinny acrobat named Max who became her husband -- and stage prop -- and of their immigration to the United States and her subsequent career. Conrad adopts the tone of a carnival barker to reel off her subject's many feats of strength: "Sandwina balanced a 1,000-pound cannon on her chest. When eight men placed a half-ton stone onto Sandwina's back, she threw it off!" Holmes matches Conrad's delivery with a poster-inspired design that leans into Sandwina's charismatic stage presence, topping her burly form with a pile of blue, curlicued tresses, and is complemented by flourishes of display type (which sometimes threaten to overwhelm the narrative). Occasional ticket-shaped callout boxes convey additional information, such as the fact that Sandwina and other circus women joined the suffrage movement. Beneath Conrad's breathless narration runs a strong current of body positivity: "Sandwina proved strength was beauty, and beauty was strength. Katie's bold costumes showed off every muscle." Photographs accompanying the back matter back this claim up. A rousing introduction to a larger-than-life figure.
978-0-593-65163-6 Speak Up, Santiago! Anta, Julio  BB ALA Booklist: This first installment of the Hillside Valley graphic novel series focuses on Santiago, a newcomer to a small Latin American community. Despite Santiago's parents intending to raise him bilingual, he didn't start learning Spanish until the fifth grade, and a summer with Abuela Emma seems like the perfect opportunity to improve his fluency and strengthen their bond. But Santiago faces frustration and shame as he struggles to keep up with the fluent adults around him, even sometimes wondering if he is less Colombian because Spanish is not his first language. His struggle is effectively conveyed in the artwork with partially scribbled-out speech bubbles indicating Santiago's confusion. The vibrant, realistic art captures familiar scenes of neighborhood parties, cooking with Abuela, and waking up on Sunday morning to music, and the community features a wide range of Latin American cultures, with characters coming from other countries in Central and South America. A love note to bilingual kids, this story empowers them to feel secure in their identities and the bond of family and community.Publisher's Weekly: Anta (This Is Our Land) and Mendez (Lo and Behold) charm in this graphic novel series launch that follows middle schooler Santi, who is leaving New York City for the summer to visit his grandmother in idyllic upstate Hillside Valley. What’s supposed to be a fun excursion is overshadowed by his insecurities with his Spanish-speaking skills: though his grandmother is Colombian, he didn’t grow up speaking Spanish. And though he’s been practicing, he’s nervous to put what he’s learned to the test. In Hillside, he befriends local kids who invite him to join their soccer team, learns about the town’s Latin American community, and finds a comfortable rhythm communicating with his abuela, but various incidents challenge his limited understanding of Spanish, causing embarrassment and anxiety to rise. Soon he’s acting out of character and threatening his relationship with Abuela and his new friends. Santi’s thoughts and side-by-side speech bubbles translate the liberal Spanish spoken throughout. Themes of celebrating one’s culture, battling insecurity, and finding self-confidence permeate this vibrantly colorful narrative, a bright start to a promising series. Ages 8–12. (Mar.)
978-0-316-29933-6 Will's Race for Home Rhodes, Jewell Parker  BB ALA Booklist: Starred Review Twelve-year-old Will is the son of freed slaves living as sharecroppers in Texas. When Will's father finds a notice about a land rush in Oklahoma, Will and his father set out to find a home of their own. Rhodes tells the tale of the 1889 Oklahoma Land Rush through the eyes of Black Americans. Will's father experienced the journey to Texas from a Louisiana plantation and now journeys with his son to create a homestead of their own. Will must brave racism in towns, the Red River crossing, and thieves as he travels the arduous route to Oklahoma. Once he arrives, further adventure and danger await as he experiences the land rush and stakes his claim. Will comes of age as he sees both the good and bad in people in the post Civil War West. A former Union officer named Caesar, who joins them on their trek, provides further insight into the difficulties facing Black Americans during Reconstruction. Illustrations appear throughout, and an afterword offers more information about the time period as experienced by marginalized groups. Adventure, history, and heart make this often overlooked perspective in western life a must-read in all library collections.Horn Book: In this coming-of-age Western, twelve-year-old Will Samuels and his father, a stoic, formerly enslaved man, leave their sharecropper home in Texas for the Oklahoma Land Rush of 1889. Along the way, they encounter Caesar, a Black former Union officer who makes the journey with them. The group encounters perils such as wild animals, gunslingers, and, most dangerous of all, former Confederate soldiers who are still fighting the war. Will and Father grow closer during the brutal trek. Eventually, circumstances force Will to show leadership and bravery to help his family lay claim to land. Rhodes's storytelling is at its strongest during times of high drama, such as when Caesar is shot and when the trio traverses the treacherous Red River. The writing isn't quite as successful during quieter moments, and the use of relatively modern terms such as "Black" and "enslaved" is a bit jarring in a historical novel. Still, readers who love adventure will find much to enjoy here, and the book would pair well with Cline-Ransome's One Big Open Sky (rev. 3/24). An afterword addresses how the land rush was made possible by the subjugation of Indigenous people and links this fictional story with the Tulsa Race Massacre that saw racist whites kill successful Black residents, many of whose families participated in the 1889 land rush.
9780593807293, 9780847905126, 9780593807286Sweet Valley Twins: Three's a Crowd Francine Pascal ES next in series

9780593324981, 9780800097189, If I Built a Town Chris Van Dusen ES series
Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)
In zippy, Seussian rhymes and images, a young city planner dreams big. Strolling with a brown-skinned, bespectacled mayor through idyllic townscapes, part real, part imagined, light-skinned, dark-haired Jack expounds on what the perfect burg would look like. With the exception of schools—which the author skips in order to insert a plug for his If I Built a School (2019)—the ideal version of Jaxtown would have all the essentials, from stylish homes and free stores, both maintained by robots, to a free-range zoo with lots of wild animals including “a griffin, a dino or two, / And three fancy unicorns, white, pink, and blue.” Aerial walkways would twine through striped, bendy trees. There would be a roving health clinic and a big library where “no one controls what you can or can’t read,” but no need for a firehouse or for police (everything here is flameproof, and “nobody argues and nothing goes wrong”). Nearby farms with chickens would make the town self-sustaining (for ovo-vegetarians anyway), and the energy source would be carbon neutral: “We’d end our reliance on foul fossil fuels / And switch to magnetic, electrified jewels.” The racially diverse populace enjoying all the benefits shown in the enticing illustrations include same-sex couples and people using wheelchairs. Sunny, inclusive, and, sadly, imaginary. (Picture book. 6-8)

9781423123125, 9780605422971 Oh No!: Or How My Science Project Destroyed the World Mac Barnett ES
School Library Journal, 06/30/2010
K-Gr 3—This graphic novel in picture-book form will appeal to the "Captain Underpants" set. A young girl builds a robot for the science fair, but things get crazy when it goes on a rampage through the city. That's when she realizes that she forgot to give it any skills that would allow it to understand her commands to stop. She creates a giant toad monster to fight the robot—but the toad has its own problems. Santat's Photoshop illustrations propel the story far more than the text, and the dialogue balloons, dramatic perspectives, and graphic style bring a true comic-book sensibility to this funny story that's loaded with child appeal.—Kathleen Kelly MacMillan, Carroll County Public Library, MD Copyright 2010 Reed Business Information.

Horn Book Guide, 03/31/2011
The book begins with a girl surveying the damage--crumbled streets, an airborne bus, etc.--caused by the prizewinning robot she built for a science fair. To stop the robot, she creates a giant toad--without fully considering the consequences. The book has some droll understated moments ("I probably shouldn't have given it a superclaw...") and tantalizingly foreboding industrial-hued digital illustrations resembling animated-movie stills.

9781423149125, 9780605555358 Oh No! Not Again!: (Or How I Built a Time Machine to Save History) (or at Least My History Grade)Mac Barnett ES series
School Library Journal, 04/30/2012
Gr 1–3—The technical genius from Oh No! (Hyperion, 2010) is aghast at having given a wrong answer on a test. She creates a time machine to take her to Belgium, where she can change history. Then her answer to "In what modern country do we find the oldest cave paintings?" will be correct. At the controls, she has a couple of misses and ends up alongside a fish in 25,000,000 BCE Belgium, then next to Napoleon, before making it to 33,000 BCE. Spotting two Neanderthals, she exclaims, "Get in there and spray some art, Maestros!" They spray paint their faces instead. Taking things into her own hands, the girl enters a cave, arms full of art supplies, and exits in triumph, only to realize that the two took the time machine joyriding. "Oh man. This might affect the history test." The spare text is low key and consists mainly of thought bubbles. The illustrations have wide, black margins above and below large, energetic graphic-novel-style spreads. A closing map of time-travel routes may inspire kids to write their own tales. This picture book strives to evoke a film, and kids with a fast-paced, visual edge and a keen sense of slapstick will devour it. (The dust jacket folds out into a movie poster.)—Sara Lissa Paulson, American Sign Language and English Lower School PS 347, New York City Copyright 2012 Reed Business Information.

Horn Book Guide, 09/30/2012
In this companion to Oh No! (Or How My Science Project Destroyed the World), a time machine goes wrong for the bespectacled heroine. In 33,000 BCE, she changes history by painting caves, while two cave dudes make off with her vehicle and do some history-changing of their own. Readers will find these Cave Stooges irresistible. Bright digital illustrations with lots of graphic elements capture the feel of cinema.

9798368787145, 9781338879155, 9780800065584Sidekicks: Thick as Thieves Dan Santat ES next in series
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 10/31/2025
Superhero pets return to save their owner from imminent peril in this sequel to Sidekicks (2011). After a helpful recap of the series opener, readers encounter 55-year-old Harry Blake, aka Captain Amazing, who has left the Society of Superheroes and is enjoying his retirement and his new hobby, crocheting. He and his older sister, Kelly, decide to attend Crochet-Con, leaving superpets Manny the cat, Roscoe the dog, Shifty the chameleon, and Fluffy the hamster home alone. All is going well until Whipley, Shifty’s long-lost brother, shows up on their doorstep. While he’s thrilled to see Whipley, Shifty begins to question his brother’s motives and the timing of his arrival. When villains appear at Crochet-Con, the sidekicks must save Harry and Kelly from the nefarious clutches of Dr. Havoc. With his beloved owner in trouble, Shifty faces a difficult choice between friends and family. Santat’s sequel is an absolute gem that blends a thrilling (and uniquely quirky) superhero tale with an endearing exploration of found family. When Shifty experiences challenges to his alliances, choosing between Whipley and the sidekicks proves difficult: What qualities define a family? Tidily arranged, full-color panels featuring Santat’s trademark cinematic illustrations neatly convey all the exhilarating action, and a cliffhanger promises more fun to come. Be sure to get this into the hands of fans of Aaron Blabey’s Bad Guys series who are looking for their next read. A purr-fect graphic tale full of tail-wagging, fur-raising excitement as well as heart and substance. (Graphic fantasy. 8-12)

9781338818529, 9798368787190,  Winging It Megan Wagner Lloyd ES
School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 3–7—Seventh grader Luna Juniper Wright-Evans is less than thrilled when her father announces they're leaving California for Washington, D.C., and even less thrilled to learn they'll be living with her strict grandmother. Luna's mother died when she was a baby, and while she longs for a connection to Grandma Wright, she has always found her to be distant and cold. At first, life in DC feels just as bleak as Luna expected, but things begin to shift when her grandmother gives her an old journal filled with her late mother's observations of the natural world. Though Luna has never felt at ease in nature, she begins to venture outdoors, making it her goal to spot the elusive luna moth she was named after. What follows is a tender exploration of grief and a quiet celebration of discovery, as Luna makes new friends, including a daring young neighbor and a boy her age she mistakes as rude—until she learns he wasn't wearing his hearing aids. Told month by month over the course of a year, this gentle graphic novel celebrates nature, healing, and human connection. The art is vibrant, with green-suffused art guiding readers through Luna's journey. Luna is mixed-race, her father is Black, and her mother and grandmother are Asian. VERDICT Featuring authentic friendships and a diverse cast of characters, this is a must-have for upper elementary and middle school readers who enjoy heartfelt, slice-of-life stories.—Amy Ribakove Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 09/14/2025
Luna Juniper Wright-Evans is a “certified nature-hater,” unlike her mother, who was so keen on the outdoors that she named her daughter after a moth. All Luna has of her mother, who died when Luna was a baby, are photos and her special name. When her father’s company transfers him to the Washington, D.C., area, they move in with Luna’s maternal grandmother in Lacey, Virginia. Luna is unhappy about the many changes she faces: making new friends while missing the old ones back home in California, starting seventh grade at a new school, and adjusting to Grandma Wright’s strict house rules. Luna, whose dad presents Black and whose mom had light skin and glossy dark hair, begins pinning her hopes on seeing a luna moth, a goal that helps her connect with her mother. She reads her mother’s old nature journals and starts one of her own—in her own unique style. This gentle, warm story, which unfolds in chapters that follow the months of the year, has friendship and nature at its very core. As nature becomes a binding force for Luna to create new bonds, it also gives her a chance to explore her neighborhood, hone her observation skills, and find a sense of belonging. Snippets about flora and fauna are tucked into the story, presented with joy and intriguing details, and the text and the illustrations work together seamlessly. A tender story that floats as lightly as a moth. (how to make a nature journal) (Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9781637278130 Basketball Legends: The 101 Basketball Stars Every Fan Needs to KnowSports Illustrated Kids ES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9781637276938 Big Book of Who: Women in Sports Sports Illustrated Kids ES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9781804537558 Soccer Stars 2025: Stats, Profiles, Top Players David Ballheimer & Kevin PeetmanES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9781546182221 Soccer the Skills, the Stars, the Stats: A Vsual Guide to the World's Favorite SportScholastic ES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9781804538685 Racing Legends: The Ultimate Guide to the Stars of Grand Prix RacingDavid Clayton ES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9780753481295 The Baseball Encyclopedia Alicia Williamson ES nonfiction - Book fair/PTO gift
9780593888933 Bluey Fairytale Joe Brumm ES Book fair - PTO gift

9781339031958 To Catch a Ghost Rachel Michelle Wilson ES Book fair - PTO gift
Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025)
A child’s plan to trap a ghost runs smoothly…at first. Sam’s just started a new school, and this week is show and tell. Nervous about making a good impression, the youngster decides to catch and bring in a ghost. Told in the second person, text comprised entirely of instructions for ghost hunting nods cheekily to hardboiled detective fiction. Donning a helmet-mounted camera, Sam scours the playground—aha! A ghost. Sam tries to understand the spirit’s personality and preferences in order to design the perfect trap. The two spend time together playing hide and seek, watering flowers, and sharing pizza. Finally, Sam builds a cage and baits it with the ghost’s favorite things. But when the lock clicks behind the forlorn-looking specter, Sam realizes that maybe trapping a friend isn’t the right thing to do after all. Shedding a tear, Sam lets the ghost go. Show and tell is nevertheless a rousing success: The other students enjoy the story of Sam’s ghost-hunting adventure, complete with photographic evidence. Sam’s new friends, both human and spirit, celebrate with pizza. The interplay of tightly crafted text and emotionally expressive illustrations, reminiscent of chalk drawings, results in a book that never wastes a word yet brims with layers of personality, tenderness, and humor. Sam has dark hair in pigtails and skin the white of the page. Hauntingly good—quirky, amusing, and deeply felt. (Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2025)
Gr 1-3-Being the new kid is hard, but being the new kid and not bringing the right thing to show-and-tell? Unthinkable! Sam knows exactly what to bring to make the right impression-a ghost-and has it all planned out in three simple steps: find the ghost, observe and get to know it, then catch it. Sam's plan works, but they quickly realize they've caught more than just a ghost; Sam unexpectedly catches a friend. The ghost is set free, but Sam isn't empty-handed, gaining an unexpected friend and a story perfect for show-and-tell. Written in second-person and illustrated with bold linework and a soft retro palette in a 1970s vibe, this is a tale sure to surprise and delight. VERDICT This story of unexpected friendship is sure to appeal to younger readers.-Jessica Caron © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

9781536238976 The Search for Carmella Chloe Savage ES Book fair - PTO gift
School Library Journal Xpress (March 14, 2025)
PreS-Gr 2-This enchanting picture book follows the journey of Dr. Rose, a passionate marine biologist whose childhood fascination with the sea blossoms into a career of adventure and discovery. With a determined spirit, she embarks on an extraordinary mission to uncover the truth behind Carmella, a mythical sea creature rumored to inhabit the ocean's mysterious depths. Joined by her team of scientists and explorers aboard a submersible, she plunges into the dark world of the deep sea. Readers are introduced to an array of fascinating marine life depicted in breathtaking illustrations. From the shimmering blues of shallow rock pools to the black ocean depth, the colors on every page immerse readers in a vibrant aquatic world. The intricate depictions of sea creatures are inspired by science and a delight, while attention to detail brings the wonders of marine biology to life. VERDICT A fantastic addition to library collections with an inspiring heroine and a window into deep-sea exploration, this is perfect choice for story hours and STEM programs alike.-Susan McClellan © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2024)
An imaginary expedition to find a mythical sea creature. Savage’s new book follows a similar storyline as her debut, The Search for the Giant Arctic Jellyfish (2023). Light-skinned Dr. Rose, an intrepid marine biologist, gathers a diverse crew to prove the existence of an elusive, legendary sea creature that resembles a giant squid, though its species is never identified. Carmella, as they call the beast, supposedly “roams the deepest, darkest oceans, lighting up the water with its magic.” To track the creature, Dr. Rose descends into the ocean in a submersible, along with brown-skinned pilot Anne and Stanley the dog. It’s not clear where this expedition takes place, but there are flamingoes on the ship’s deck and flying nearby. “Mile after mile, they see absolutely nothing at all,” but readers are in on Savage’s hide-and-seek game: Lurking above the submersible is a giant crimson tentacle likely belonging to Carmella. Dr. Rose and Anne don’t see the tentacle, but they delight in the oddball gossamer glowing white creatures floating around them, “some tiny, some spiny, some like squishy, shimmering jelly,” artfully and whimsically illustrated in ink and watercolor. The women keep searching but never glimpse what readers see as Carmella lurks below them, culminating in a beautiful spread of the submersible reflected in the eye of the beast. As with her previous book, Savage includes playful ship cutaways that show the activities of the crew on board. Dreamy. (Picture book. 3-7)

9781546152422 Ready, Set, Roll Alessandro Montagnana ES Book fair - PTO gift
Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025)
A mislaid roll of toilet paper brings great joy to a group of forest animals. The title page sees a pale-skinned youngster holding the hand of an adult (whose face is never seen) and leaving a roll of toilet paper on a stump, presumably after using it on a camping adventure. The animals have never seen such a sight before. What could this strange item be? A rotund, dumpy bear fashions a necktie out of a few sheets. “Don’t I look ELEGANT?” A moose agrees and quickly wraps some paper around its antlers. What fun! The animals take great pleasure in wrapping, fluttering, tearing, and tossing. The possibilities seem endless. But of course, the more the roll is used, the smaller it becomes; then comes the biggest foe of all: rain. Everyone scurries to shelter while the toilet paper dissolves. To complete the full-circle narrative, the youngster returns with the adult, who’s in desperate need of some toilet paper. Luckily, there just may be a few squares left. While this quirky Italian import meanders a bit and requires close inspection of the illustrations to gain a fuller, more cohesive story, the wide-eyed woodland cast is an adorable delight. The potty humor will have little ones giggling—and seeing everyday items in a fresh light. Encourages readers to look at ordinary objects in new, unexpected ways. (Picture book. 3-6)

9798368722764, 9781250843074, 9781250843074, 9780800079345Dream On Shannon Hale ES
Horn Book Guide, 10/31/2025
In this 1984-set graphic novel, Cassie feels adrift somewhere in the middle of her family of eight: too old to need supervision at the dining-room table but too young for a spot on the couch at mealtimes. After opening a mail-in sweepstakes letter promising fabulous prizes, she's swept away by the idea of helping her family and finally being the center of attention. She confides in her best friend, but their closeness is tested when a mean girl inserts herself into the duo. Cassie is also starting to be self-conscious about her daydreams and about her big feelings, wondering if others' characterization of her as "so sensitive" is valid and, if so, whether that's such a bad thing to be. Per an appended author's note, the story is fictional but draws on Hale's own childhood as someone "born with the highly sensitive trait. We feel things a little more -- both the highs and the lows. We notice things a little more." Busy and colorful panel art reflects Cassie's shifting emotions and aptly captures the hustle and bustle of a home with six children and two harried parents; a supportive school environment; the protagonist's flights of fancy; and the abundance of a restaurant buffet. Elissa Gershowitz

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/14/2025
Fourth grader Cassie dreams of solving all her problems by winning a contest. It’s May 1984, and Cassie Carpenter feels overwhelmed by how much she needs—attention, space, money, and more. Things that feel trivial to others are overwhelming for her, and others call her “melodramatic,” “sensitive,” and “so emotional.” Still, Cassie’s problems are real: Her house is too small for everyone in her family to have their own bed or sit at the same table for dinner. Money is tight, and her mother is too tired to notice that Cassie needs her. At school, Cassie’s best friend starts pulling away, preferring an unkind classmate. Then, Cassie receives a life-changing piece of mail: A magazine sweepstakes declares her a “grand prize winner”! A catalog of prizes accompanies a magazine order form, and Cassie is swept away by fantasies of how a vacation or a water bed for her mom might solve all her problems. But soon she finds that the contest is far from the easy fix she imagined. Hale’s gift for capturing middle-grade joys and agonies is once again on full display, and fans of her Best Friends graphic memoir trilogy will find much to love in this series opener. Cespedes’ illustrations and Pien’s colors are vibrant and appealing, capturing the liabilities and, importantly, the gifts to be found in Cassie’s deeply emotional worldview. Cassie’s family reads white; other characters are racially diverse. Heartfelt and accessible: another winner from a beloved author. (author’s note) (Graphic fiction. 8-12)

9781662680151,  9780800087296Introducing Sandwina Conrad, Vicki ES
Horn Book Guide, 12/31/2024
Born into a German circus family in 1884, Katie Brumbach dazzled audiences with incredible feats of strength. Conrad opens her tale with Brumbach's legendary win over strongman Eugen Sandow, after which she renamed herself Sandwina. (The author says in her closing note that there is no written record of the victory but: "This legend has been told over and over again.") Readers learn of Sandwina's romance with a skinny acrobat named Max who became her husband -- and stage prop -- and of their immigration to the United States and her subsequent career. Conrad adopts the tone of a carnival barker to reel off her subject's many feats of strength: "Sandwina balanced a 1,000-pound cannon on her chest. When eight men placed a half-ton stone onto Sandwina's back, she threw it off!" Holmes matches Conrad's delivery with a poster-inspired design that leans into Sandwina's charismatic stage presence, topping her burly form with a pile of blue, curlicued tresses, and is complemented by flourishes of display type (which sometimes threaten to overwhelm the narrative). Occasional ticket-shaped callout boxes convey additional information, such as the fact that Sandwina and other circus women joined the suffrage movement. Beneath Conrad's breathless narration runs a strong current of body positivity: "Sandwina proved strength was beauty, and beauty was strength. Katie's bold costumes showed off every muscle." Photographs accompanying the back matter back this claim up. A rousing introduction to a larger-than-life figure. Vicky Smith

Kirkus Review, 10/14/2024
Meet pioneering strongwoman Katie Sandwina. Opening on a daring (but possibly apocryphal) tale of Katie outlifting strongman Eugen Sandow, the narrative quickly immerses readers in this female athlete’s life. Born in 1884 to a performing family in Essen, Germany, Katie staged her “first hefty stunt” at only 2: “a perfect handstand on Papa’s outstretched palm!” She grew into a teenager with “legs as thick as tree trunks.” Katie performed tirelessly until she attained her big break, headlining the Ringling Big Top Circus. Though she wowed audiences with her astounding feats of strength, Conrad passionately emphasizes that she was celebrated for her femininity, too, mothering two sons and wearing “bold costumes” that highlighted her muscles. Lengthy, somewhat sprawling backmatter (including photos, an author’s note, a bibliography, a timeline, and mini-biographies of other strongwomen) helps establish Katie’s enduring legacy. What really steals the show, however, are the striking, old-timey illustrations in a primary color palette with circus-style fonts and framing. Grainy lithograph-inspired images of vintage travel posters, ostentatious newspaper headlines, and bursts of oversize, colorfully garish text create the feeling of spectacle. Images meld perfectly with text, including on a dynamic page showing Katie juggling cannonballs, depicting symbols of her desires for domestic life and showbiz success. In this dazzling introduction, an extraordinary woman takes her rightful place back in the spotlight. (Picture-book biography. 7-11)

9780063274044 Fowl Play Tubb, Kristin O'Donnell ES
Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2024
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* Though very much heartbroken over the death of her uncle Will, Chloe Alvarez is cheered by his parting gift to her: an African gray parrot named Charlie. Charlie provides a welcome distraction from her grief, whether by perching on Chloe’s shoulder or commanding Alexa to play music ranging from Stevie Wonder to Kiss. But when Charlie starts saying things like “homicide,” “skull,” and “cyanide,” Chloe begins to think that Uncle Will might not have died from a rare genetic disease like they thought; he just may have been murdered. Chloe launches an investigation, taking tips from her grandmother’s favorite true-crime podcast, and roping in family members to help with stakeouts and evidence collection. Many surprising things are revealed as the Alvarez clan digs for clues, and it’s an utter—and often hilarious—delight to watch them. Tubb does a wonderful job of mixing levity with the grieving process in all its complexity to ensure the narrative never becomes too heavy. While solving the murder is Chloe’s priority, she is also involved in soccer and making art in a way that adds dimension to her character. Amid the investigative antics and hustle of daily life, familial love emerges as the linchpin of the story, echoing Uncle Will’s unwavering belief that “family is wondrous,” in spite of its imperfections."

Kirkus Review, 05/14/2024
“Grief can make your mind and your heart do weird things.” Since the untimely death of Will Calhoun, her beloved maternal uncle, due to an unspecified genetic condition, Chloe Alvarez’s world has felt muted. In his will, Chloe’s uncle leaves her Charlie, his beloved African Grey parrot who possesses a robust vocabulary and is a skillful mimic. When Charlie starts blurting out words such as homicide and cyanide, Chloe becomes convinced that something—or someone—sinister is behind Uncle Will’s sudden demise. She channels her grief into uncovering the truth of her uncle’s colorful life with help from older brother Jacob, Grammy (who loves true-crime podcasts), and Charlie himself. As Uncle Will said, “Family is wondrous”—and these folks are birds of a feather. Chloe’s lively narrative voice infuses the plucky kid detective trope with emotional range and depth. Charlie’s avian antics provide welcome comic relief, supporting a lovable, laugh-filled harmony that unites a grieving family. The winking references to classic mysteries and Charlie’s eclectic musical tastes (which are satisfied through his Alexa requests) will delight kids and adults alike. The antics of Chloe and her ragtag band of sleuths as they progress through multilayered steps on the path to realization will keep readers enthusiastically engaged. Chloe and Jacob live in Charleston, South Carolina, with their mom, whose family is cued white. A mystery unfolds within a compelling, joyful story of honoring a loved one by living in the moment. (author's note) (Mystery. 9-12)

978-1-250-90375-4      978-0-8000-8733-3Picture Purrfect Burgos, Hilda Eunice ES Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2024) A kindhearted boy offers a frightened stray cat refuge in his parents' bodega.Miguel hopes he can convince Mami and Papi to let him keep the kitty, and once the vet clears the little feline-christened Lord Lovey Dubby Lobo, or Lolo for short-his parents relent. Blanca y Roja Bodega is now Lolo's home! But Miguel faces another battle: persuading his pragmatic parents, who want Miguel to become an engineer, to let him join his school's art club. An aspiring comic book artist, Miguel longs to explore the world (or, at least, the rest of New York City). Desperate, he lies and secretly joins the club but struggles to balance his artistic passions with his responsibilities to his parents, immigrants from the Dominican Republic who have sacrificed to give Miguel a better life. Meanwhile, Lolo, grateful to be off the mean streets, doesn't understand why Miguel would want to leave the comforts of home. Lolo faces a more worrisome threat when another kitty starts showing up around the bodega. Exploring the burden of parental expectations, this sweet series opener alternates between chapters told from Miguel's and Lolo's equally feisty perspectives. Faison's delightful artwork fleshes out Miguel and his community; interspersed throughout are Miguel's comics, which star Lolo as the courageous Super Cat. Dollops of gentle humor and a breezy pace contribute to an overall lighthearted tone.Paw-sitively charming. (Fiction. 7-10)
Publishers Weekly (April 29, 2024)
Burgos (The Cot in the Living Room) centers the relationship between a stray cat and a Dominican American boy who loves to draw in this family-oriented series opener about the bonds that make life sweet. On a cold winter night, Miguel Rosado rescues a hungry black-and-white cat outside of Blanca y Roja Bodega, his family’s Washington Heights store. Urging from elderly Tío Diego ("Doesn’t Miguel need a pet? Especially since the poor child doesn’t have any siblings") prompts Mami and Papi to reluctantly allow Miguel to keep the cat, which he names Lolo. Lolo happily settles in as the bodega’s mouser and runs off feline interlopers, and Miguel decorates his litterbox with drawings. He even creates comic books about Lolo despite Mami and Papi’s protests that art is a waste of time. Miguel soon tricks his parents into permitting him to join an art club rather than the after-school science club they’d prefer, but his subterfuge ends in near disaster. Faison’s cozy illustrations, depicting Miguel, Lolo, and the surrounding community, buoy this lively portrayal of the many forms that bravery, kindness, and connection can take. Ages 7-10. 

978-1-250-90376-1 Just Kitten Around Burgos, Hilda Eunice ES
ALA Booklist (1/14/25)
The second book in the Bodega Cats series focuses on Yesenia and her cat, Candy. Having three overachieving sisters and Dominican parents with high expectations leaves fifth-grader Yesenia feeling overwhelmed and anxious. To mitigate the anxiety, her pediatrician recommends that Yesenia get a pet, something to care for and love. As luck would have it, Yesenia's aunt and uncle have kittens to give away at their bodega. ¡Vamos! The cat Yesenia picks and names Candy proves to be an unruly handful, to her parents' dismay; however, all their scolding results in Candy running away. Chapters alternate between Yesenia's and Candy's perspectives, and Burgos deals with realistic situations with gentle humor and tenderness. This slim chapter book will work well for independent readers ready for more text, but the fifth-grade protagonist also makes it appealing to those who may be reading below grade level. Spanish phrases are sprinkled throughout, as are grayscale chapter illustrations that provide an adorable portrayal of Yesenia's world. A sweet, relatable series.

School Library Journal (5/1/25)
Gr 2–5— In this second installment of the charming "Bodega Cats" series, we meet Yesenia and her new kitten Candy. Yesenia is struggling with anxiety and the pressure to do well in school, a condition that causes her to pull out her hair. Her doctor suggests that taking care of a pet would be helpful, and Yesenia is overjoyed to get a kitten from her uncle's bodega. Candy, who's perspective we also get, is an energetic young kitten excited to be out and about in the world, so excited that she jumps out of Yesenia's window and finds herself in New York City on her own. This thoughtful book does a great job of exploring anxiety and Yesenia's specific experience balancing the very high expectations of her parents. The chapters from her cat's point of view provide a cute balance that will have readers rooting for the two to be reunited. VERDICT This diverse, well-rounded series is recommended for all collections.

978-1-665-94851-7 Countdown to Yesterday Marr, Shirley ES
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/4/24)
An Australian boy embarks on a time-traveling mission in an attempt to return to simpler times.Eleven-year-old James Greenaway's Chinese Australian mom and white dad are separating, and the news makes him feel like an untethered astronaut in space. He can't help but fixate on happy memories from his past as he grapples with having two homes. One day, a change in James' routine leads him to meet Yan, a Chinese girl whose love of retro computers and unique way of thinking open up the possibility of time travel. All he must do is decide on which of his six favorite memories he'd like to return to. But did things really happen the way he remembers? Could he have reasons to stay in the present? Marr's captivating prose imbues the story with heart, humor, and hope for the present and the future. The author deftly weaves multiple themes of family, friendship, nostalgia, and growth into a richly layered and thought-provoking tale that will linger in readers' minds long after it's over. Cultural references (such as to an iconic Australian birthday cake cookbook), an original take on time travel, and perfectly imperfect characters just doing their best all create a vivid sense of place and will make this title resonate with children and adults alike.An exceptionally lovely and uplifting exploration of change, memories, and relationships. (Fiction. 8-12)

ALA Booklist (3/4/25)
Despite its premise as a "divorce book," there are subtle observations about perception versus reality to be found both in and between the lines of this Australian import. Shocked by his parents' split, 11-year-old James looks back on six moments when they seemed particularly close, ping-pongs between his introverted white dad and outgoing Chinese mom, and sees them, too, struggling to cope with new living arrangements. Meanwhile, he connects with a similarly solitary classmate and a time machine that can send him back to those precious moments. Revisiting each, he discovers repressed details that reveal those situations to have been less safe and happy than he recalled. In a subplot that takes on similar nuance, James sees events that suddenly cast a classmate and his mother in a very different light. The tale's unhappy scenario is lightened by an ongoing cake-baking competition that climaxes in a massive, tension-releasing food fight while ably guiding James, and readers, toward the worthy closing insight: it's better to live in, and enjoy, the moment than to fixate on the past.

978-0-06-327404-4 Fowl Play Tubb, Kristin O'Donnell ES BB
Starred Review ALA Booklist (3/4/25)
Starred Review Though very much heartbroken over the death of her uncle Will, Chloe Alvarez is cheered by his parting gift to her: an African gray parrot named Charlie. Charlie provides a welcome distraction from her grief, whether by perching on Chloe's shoulder or commanding Alexa to play music ranging from Stevie Wonder to Kiss. But when Charlie starts saying things like "homicide," "skull," and "cyanide," Chloe begins to think that Uncle Will might not have died from a rare genetic disease like they thought; he just may have been murdered. Chloe launches an investigation, taking tips from her grandmother's favorite true-crime podcast, and roping in family members to help with stakeouts and evidence collection. Many surprising things are revealed as the Alvarez clan digs for clues, and it's an utter d often hilarious light to watch them. Tubb does a wonderful job of mixing levity with the grieving process in all its complexity to ensure the narrative never becomes too heavy. While solving the murder is Chloe's priority, she is also involved in soccer and making art in a way that adds dimension to her character. Amid the investigative antics and hustle of daily life, familial love emerges as the linchpin of the story, echoing Uncle Will's unwavering belief that "family is wondrous," in spite of its imperfections.

Kirkus Reviews
"Grief can make your mind and your heart do weird things."Since the untimely death of Will Calhoun, her beloved maternal uncle, due to an unspecified genetic condition, Chloe Alvarez's world has felt muted. In his will, Chloe's uncle leaves her Charlie, his beloved African Grey parrot who possesses a robust vocabulary and is a skillful mimic. When Charlie starts blurting out words such as homicide and cyanide, Chloe becomes convinced that something-or someone-sinister is behind Uncle Will's sudden demise. She channels her grief into uncovering the truth of her uncle's colorful life with help from older brother Jacob, Grammy (who loves true-crime podcasts), and Charlie himself. As Uncle Will said, "Family is wondrous"-and these folks are birds of a feather. Chloe's lively narrative voice infuses the plucky kid detective trope with emotional range and depth. Charlie's avian antics provide welcome comic relief, supporting a lovable, laugh-filled harmony that unites a grieving family. The winking references to classic mysteries and Charlie's eclectic musical tastes (which are satisfied through his Alexa requests) will delight kids and adults alike. The antics of Chloe and her ragtag band of sleuths as they progress through multilayered steps on the path to realization will keep readers enthusiastically engaged. Chloe and Jacob live in Charleston, South Carolina, with their mom, whose family is cued white.A mystery unfolds within a compelling, joyful story of honoring a loved one by living in the moment. (author's note) (Mystery. 9-12)
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978-1-250-22591-7 Dog Trouble Varner, Kristin ES
Horn Book (4/1/25)
After an uncharacteristic lapse in judgment with his friends (they skateboarded in an abandoned warehouse and broke the windows), middle schooler Ash must spend his summer with his father, stepmother, and stepsister on a small island in the Pacific Northwest. There he'll be doing community service at the island's animal shelter, where his mother hopes he will learn some responsibility. Overcoming some reluctance, Ash soon takes to walking and caring for the shelter's dogs. Life at his father's home is more of a struggle as Ash must adjust to Dad's new family, including being an older brother, and to the "isolating and boring" island. Varner's (Horse Trouble) graphic-novel storytelling is well paced and compelling, appropriately lingering on emotionally heavy scenes (including the death of a shelter dog) where she allows the art to carry the narrative. Skillful mixed-media cartooning employs limited color palettes to confidently convey Ash's energetic skateboarding and big emotional swings, along with a parade of adorable canines. Chapter openers give quick facts on a dog breed readers will encounter in that chapter. A tender story of friendship (human and animal), family, and growing into oneself.

Kirkus Reviews
Thirteen-year-old Ash Tompkins likes skateboarding, BMX biking, his friends, and his cat, Suki, but despite all these good things, Ash has had a tough yearHis mom is busy studying and working. Pop, his grandad with whom he had a close relationship, has died. And Ash recently got caught vandalizing an abandoned warehouse with friends. As a result, he's sent on a ferry away from the city to spend the summer on nearby Ferncliff Island with his father and stepfamily, where he'll do community service at the animal shelter. The plot focuses on Ash as he bonds with his younger stepsister, Parker, learns how to handle dogs, and deals with grief over the loss of his favorite shelter dog, Cooper. The story provides useful and interesting dog-related information that's tinged with humor, such as a fecal scoring chart used to gather data on shelter dogs, but it doesn't delve into the connection between the losses of Pop and Cooper, which are central to Ash's growth. Varner uses an appealing, limited color palette of gray for flashbacks and blue for the present. Splashes of yellow signal strong emotions, highlight sound effect words, and spotlight the dogs Ash meets. Variations in the panel structure, including trapezoid-shaped cells and ones without borders, add interest and meaning to the reading experience. Ash presents white, and his stepmother and Parker read Black.Long on canine fun but short on the treatment of the serious (and central) topic of death. (author's note, cover sketches)(Graphic fiction. 8-12)

978-1-662-68015-1 Introducing Sandwina Conrad, Vicki ES BB
Starred Review ALA Booklist (12/6/24)
Starred Review It's such a treat when a picture book's writing and illustrations are equally matched, and Conrad and Holmes pool their talents to lift Katie Brumbach, stage name Sandwina, to heights befitting her status as the world's strongest woman. Adopting the tone of a barker, Conrad touts Brumbach's astonishing feats of strength while unspooling her upbringing in a large German circus family and recruitment in 1910 by Ringling Brothers. Holmes, meanwhile, replicates the lithographic style used to make twentieth- century circus posters through the use of textured paper, digital layering, and a palette primarily of cyan, goldenrod, and persimmon. Retro typefaces are also employed, and the combined effect is showstopping. While Brumbach was deemed the world's strongest woman, the text frequently points out that she routinely challenged and defeated men in strength contests 's even rumored that she took the name Sandwina after unseating Eugen Sandow from his world's-strongest-man throne. If balancing an upright piano (and its pianist) on her back or hoisting an occupied two-seater bicycle above her head weren't accomplishment enough, Brumbach was also a strong advocate for women's rights, embracing her unconventionally tall, muscular physique and fighting for women's suffrage. Enriching back matter touches on the creators' inspirations while also offering archival photos, extended biographical notes, a list of strong women in history, a time line, and a selected biography. Spectacular!

Kirkus Reviews
Meet pioneering strongwoman Katie SandwinaOpening on a daring (but possibly apocryphal) tale of Katie outlifting strongman Eugen Sandow, the narrative quickly immerses readers in this female athlete's life. Born in 1884 to a performing family in Essen, Germany, Katie staged her "first hefty stunt" at only 2: "a perfect handstand on Papa's outstretched palm!" She grew into a teenager with "legs as thick as tree trunks." Katie performed tirelessly until she attained her big break, headlining the Ringling Big Top Circus. Though she wowed audiences with her astounding feats of strength, Conrad passionately emphasizes that she was celebrated for her femininity, too, mothering two sons and wearing "bold costumes" that highlighted her muscles. Lengthy, somewhat sprawling backmatter (including photos, an author's note, a bibliography, a timeline, and mini-biographies of other strongwomen) helps establish Katie's enduring legacy. What really steals the show, however, are the striking, old-timey illustrations in a primary color palette with circus-style fonts and framing. Grainy lithograph-inspired images of vintage travel posters, ostentatious newspaper headlines, and bursts of oversize, colorfully garish text create the feeling of spectacle. Images meld perfectly with text, including on a dynamic page showing Katie juggling cannonballs, depicting symbols of her desires for domestic life and showbiz success.In this dazzling introduction, an extraordinary woman takes her rightful place back in the spotlight.(Picture-book biography. 7-11)

978-1-665-96058-8 Bittersweet: Based on the True Tale of the Berlin Candy BombersMandin, Christy ES
Kirkus Reviews
Hungry children in postwar Berlin see candy float down from the sky in this re-creation of a historical incidentAside from a fictive point-of-view character, Mandin's account reflects historical records. In a divided country, in a divided city, pale-skinned young Hilda and other children wander through bombed-out streets, subsisting on scarce rations. When an American airman named Gail Halvorsen sees the reverence with which a group of youngsters shares two sticks of gum, he heads back to base, ties small bundles of chocolates and other sweets into parachutes made out of handkerchiefs, and adds them to the provisions being dropped by the Berlin Airlift-secretly at first, but then with official and volunteer support after reports of a clandestine "candy bomber" hit the papers. "Operation Little Vittles" went on to provide an amazing 23 tons of sweets-"key ingredients in the recipe for healing," writes Mandin in a lyrical close. If her tidy illustrations of fresh-faced, neatly turned-out young people living in broad streets strewn with clean-looking rubble veer on the treacly side, they do reflect the sweetness of both the episode and the altruistic impulse behind it. Scenes of service people and volunteers include some dark-skinned figures.A satisfying salute to a little-known act of kindness. (author's note, bibliography)(Informational picture book. 6-8)

Review by School Library Journal Posted on9/25/25   Gr 2–4—A work of narrative nonfiction that has the potential to evoke conversations about the power of empathy, care, and kindness in the wake of war. World War II had ended and for Hilda, a child in West Berlin, "the war raged on in her belly, a rumbling hunger that never seemed to go away." In response to a blockade from the east, leaders in the west organized airdrop missions to bring food and necessities to the people of West Berlin. As a way to bring sweetness to a bitter moment, an American pilot named Gail organized a secret mission to drop candies for the children. Once his secret mission was made public the support for the candy drops spread, with people across the United States donating time and sweets to the operation. Based on a true story, the author's note provides context and connects this piece of history to the current moment. Mandin (Millie Fleur's Poison Garden) shares that Gail and his colleagues' acts of kindness recognized that the children's futures were worth fighting for regardless of their country's past. She names current wars and crises around the world, including those across the Middle East and those in Yemen, Ukraine, Myanmar, and South Sudan, where children are caught in the middle of conflicts that they did not create. The author writes that "every kindness, no matter how small, has the potential to ripple across the world." VERDICT With digitally rendered illustrations that have the quality of faded color photographs, Mandin lifts up a story that reminds readers that all children deserve protection, care, and joy in their lives.—Sarah Pousty

978-1-7748-8507-9 Cabin Head and Tree Head Campbell, Scott ES
Publishers Weekly (6/19/25)
Oblong-shaped best friends Cabin Head and Tree Head—whose respective noggins sport a picturesque abode and a tree hung with a tire swing—star in this goofy early reader graphic novel series starter by Campbell (Skulls!). In the first of six stories, Tree Head announces to Cabin Head, “I feel a case of the HELLOS coming on.” A full-page illustration—rendered in earth-toned watercolors on sepia paper—depicts Tree Head’s mad dash through the neighborhood greeting myriad residents (“Hello, Fountain Head!”). Though Tree Head inadvertently leaves their BFF in the dust, once the titular tag team reunites, they encounter Construction Heads (“I don’t think they heard us. It is too loud over there”) and TV Heads (“too engrossed in their programs”), until a final address (“Hello, tacos”) sees the pair sharing a meal on a grassy knoll. The conflict is low, and the spirits are high between the easygoing duo, whose subsequent adventures feature treasure hunting, a bad hair day, and an epic game of hide-and-seek. It’s a congenial snapshot of best buds who are eager to bask in life’s everyday joys—and, as the introductory tale suggests, happy to invite a new friend along. Ages 6–9. Agent: Steve Malk, Writers House. (Sept.)Review by Kirkus Posted on9/29/25. The sweet and strange intersect in these comics about two pals with a lot on their minds. The premise is simple: In this world, everyone sports something on their head. Our protagonists are best friends Cabin Head and Tree Head (vaguely humanoid creatures with little people inhabiting the worlds atop their noggins). Six main stories (with three bonus tales) take this concept and run higgledy-piggledy with it. Readers are treated to tales of terrible “leafcuts” (Garden Head attempts to give Tree Head a new ’do, with hilarious results), treasure hunts with self-made maps, and even a wildly out-of-this-world adventure that reveals that the Earth itself is on someone’s head. Kids will revel in locating and naming all the different “heads” in Campbell’s beautiful watercolor-rendered scenes, even as they chuckle over his delightfully absurd dialogue (“I feel a case of the HELLOS coming on.” “Uh-oh. The HELLOS are nothing to be trifled with”). The primary lures are the humor, the nutty concept, and the detailed depictions of a cheerfully surreal world where everything from clouds to mountain is gently anthropomorphized, but the heartfelt friendship between the two heroes is what will have children and parents coming back again and again. A wildly original tale with the buddy-based charm of Frog and Toad but imbued with a wacky energy all its own. (Graphic fiction. 6-10)

978-0-06-339635-7 Another Paul Tremblay ES BB
Kirkus Reviews (7/1/25)
A tween befriends a mysterious changelingCasey Wilson hasn't had many friends since the fabled sixth grade "Zoom Incident," when a bully recorded his anxious tics and posted them online. But one day, after a mysterious phone call, a new friend arrives in a burlap bag. From the beginning, it's clear this child (whose name is Morel) isn't quite human; he has a claylike body and doesn't eat or sleep. Casey's gut sounds the alarm, but since his parents are unfazed, he rolls with the child's appearance, too. The two kids start to connect over drawing, video games, and anime, but their similarities turn sinister as Morel slowly molds himself into Casey-voice and all. As Casey's memories start to feel "far away," his family begins to confuse him with Morel. Worse, they seem to prefer Morel over him. By the time Casey realizes what's happening, it may be too late to get his life back. Horror veteran Tremblay draws on personal experience as an educator in his chilling middle-grade debut set in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. The third-person perspective enhances the suspense; even readers who figure out what's going on will find it terrifying to observe Casey's growing realization of what's happening to his family. Connelly's occasional full-page black-and-white illustrations add ambience, and some will surely fuel readers' nightmares. Casey and his family present white. Casey's diagnoses include transient tic disorder, slow executive functioning, and anxiety.Delightfully disconcerting. (author's note)(Horror. 9-12)

Publishers Weekly (7/1/25)
A withdrawn tween must stop an enigmatic newcomer from usurping his family and his life in this unnerving horror novel by Tremblay (Horror Movie, for adults), the author’s children’s debut. Ever since a video mocking Casey Wilson’s facial tics went viral, the white-cued 12-year-old has struggled to manage stress and anxiety that prompted him to emotionally withdraw from his friends and made his tics—including hand squeezing and throat clearing—increase in frequency. Following a mysterious phone call from someone claiming to be one of Casey’s friends, a strange man carrying a burlap

979-87-656-2725-9 The Black Mambas: The World's First All-Woman Anti-Poaching UnitCrull, Kelly ES BB School Library Journal Starred Review (4/1/25) Gr 2–5— Crull ( Making Art from Ocean Plastic ) returns with another environmentally focused book. Informational text showcases the work of the Black Mambas, the world's first all-woman anti-poaching unit. First-person narration follows the day-to-day life of these women rangers, highlighting what led them to this career path and the dangerous but important work they're doing to conserve South African wildlife. The text is accessible, presenting kids with not only insight into why these women decided to enter a traditionally male-dominated field, but also survival tips (humans can survive in icy water for three minutes and without food for three weeks), the types of endangered animals they're protecting (elephants, rhinos, and pangolins, the world's only scaled mammal), and how they track poachers. Quotations from different rangers sprinkled throughout lends a feel of immediacy and relevance and will draw readers in. The photographs are dynamic, depicting the strong and dedicated Black women in action and the majestic creatures they care for. The energy, passion, and effort of this unit is made obvious through these images and will inspire readers to look around their own surroundings for ways to care for neighboring wildlife. Graphs, diagrams, and box inserts add even more interest, and back matter includes books and websites for further reading, a pictorial glossary of the animals featured, and the NATO Phonetic Alphabet. VERDICT A fascinating, kid-friendly title on wildlife conservation that will captivate and empower elementary school readers.— Shelley M. Diaz
Kirkus Reviews
On patrol with an all-women unit of rangers who work to protect the rhinos, pangolins, and other rare wildlife of South Africa's Olifants West Nature Reserve from poachersCrull notes that eight out of 10 rhinos in the preserve and its surrounding national park have disappeared in the past 15 years, so the rangers really have their work cut out for them. He introduces 20 members of the closely knit, all-Black unit in an opening gallery. Using big, bright color photos interspersed with views of giraffes and other wild park residents, he goes on to show them in training, out on patrol, and even staking out a poachers' campsite in a night operation. Crull enhances his terse descriptive commentary by letting several rangers speak for themselves through direct quotes-about their backgrounds, the importance of their mission, and the joy they take in belonging to a sisterhood. Unit esprit shines throughout, while the real dangers of the work are downplayed. In fact, rather than demonize their sometimes violent foes, one ranger even offers a bit of empathy: "Poachers are people like you and me. They are trying to feed their families." The generous backmatter includes portraits of nine native animals, with their names in the Sepedi language spoken in southern Africa, and numerous leads to further information about African wildlife and those who protect it.Admiring glimpses of women in a vital, challenging line of work. (author's note, NATO phonetic alphabet)(Informational picture book. 7-9)

978-0-06-315966-2 Danilo Was Here Burgess, Tamika ES BB
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (1/1/25)
His family and friends in Panamá have big dreams for Danilo, but he isn't sure they're his dreamsSet in 1990 just after the United States' Operation Just Cause, an invasion centered on ousting dictator Manuel Noriega from Panamá, this novel centers on Danilo Osorio Jr. After a knee injury sustained while playing baseball led to him losing his construction job, Danilo's father left for the States. But the calls and letters have stopped coming, and he's not sending home any money. After the Osorios' apartment in El Chorrillo is damaged in an airstrike, Danilo, his mother, and his younger sister, Amara, are forced to relocate to a refugee center in an airplane hangar. All seems lost until Danilo is recruited to play on a youth baseball team in California for a couple of months. Danilo isn't sure he cares about baseball anymore, but he realizes this might be a chance to contact Papá. Burgess skillfully covers a lot of ground in her representation of events that are seldom discussed in U.S. history books but that devastated Panamá and its people. Danilo's journey is fast paced, heartfelt, and heartbreaking. The trauma, dislocation, and devastation weighing heavily on him are palpable as he tries to adjust. His new teammates, who are predominantly white, are dismissive and exclude him socially; he also faces a slew of culturally insensitive and ignorant remarks thrown at him as a Black Panamanian boy in the U.S.A compelling book that's here to stay.(Historical fiction. 8-12)

Kirkus Reviews (6/6/25)
His family and friends in Panamá have big dreams for Danilo, but he isn't sure they're his dreamsSet in 1990 just after the United States' Operation Just Cause, an invasion centered on ousting dictator Manuel Noriega from Panamá, this novel centers on Danilo Osorio Jr. After a knee injury sustained while playing baseball led to him losing his construction job, Danilo's father left for the States. But the calls and letters have stopped coming, and he's not sending home any money. After the Osorios' apartment in El Chorrillo is damaged in an airstrike, Danilo, his mother, and his younger sister, Amara, are forced to relocate to a refugee center in an airplane hangar. All seems lost until Danilo is recruited to play on a youth baseball team in California for a couple of months. Danilo isn't sure he cares about baseball anymore, but he realizes this might be a chance to contact Papá. Burgess skillfully covers a lot of ground in her representation of events that are seldom discussed in U.S. history books but that devastated Panamá and its people. Danilo's journey is fast paced, heartfelt, and heartbreaking. The trauma, dislocation, and devastation weighing heavily on him are palpable as he tries to adjust. His new teammates, who are predominantly white, are dismissive and exclude him socially; he also faces a slew of culturally insensitive and ignorant remarks thrown at him as a Black Panamanian boy in the U.S.A compelling book that's here to stay.(Historical fiction. 8-12)

978-1-250-90136-1 Gabby Torres Gets a Billion Followers Dominguez, Angela ES BB
ALA Booklist (9/12/25)
In this charming book that combines comics and prose, 9-year-old Gabby experiences existing on the internet for a brief moment. She's in a club focused on ocean conservation with some pals, including Stella Diaz from Dominguez's popular book series, and shares an idea to launch a social media account to raise awareness. When she gets her first negative comment, she becomes fixated on the identity of the offender. The big takeaway from this story is that social media isn't always easy or safe to navigate for kids or adults, and getting too wrapped up in it can have harmful impacts on your daily life. Gabby ends up pushing away her close friends, people she logically knows would never say or do something to hurt her on purpose, all because she stumbled upon one comment among all the positive ones that wasn't equally supportive. The cartoons are simple but effective, presented in a format similar to the Wimpy Kid books but with more color and often in traditional comic frames. The crossover with Stella Diaz is cute, and it's a great kick-off of a brand new series.

School Library Journal (10/31/24)
Gr 3–5— After a year of pleading, nine-year-old Gabby Torres is finally invited to join the Sea Musketeers, an ocean conservation club. She comes up with a great idea: make a club social media account. Everyone loves it and decides Gabby will be in charge, but Gabby's parents feel otherwise. Gabby and her best friends, Prya and Kat, create a compelling slide show to convince them to allow it. Her parents agree but with rules: post once a week, only post with mom, and never go online alone without supervision! Excitement builds as the club's posts begin to get comments. Unfortunately, Gabby peeks and sees a negative comment which leads to her making many bad choices trying to get to the bottom of who the anonymous poster was, even accusing her best friends and her teacher. When phone calls from school come in, Gabby is in deep trouble. Her parents ground her, and she can no longer manage the account. This book's narrative creates opportunities for caretakers to have candid conversations with young readers about internet usage, potential dangers, and safe practices. Brightly colored illustrations amid a mix of panel sizes and block text blend together to form this timely, realistic story. VERDICT A strong entry in the family and friends graphic novel genre. Give this to fans of Raina Telgemeier, Shannon Hale, Varian Johnson, and Nathan Fairbairn.— Elisabeth LeBris

978-0-06-334629-1 Gracie Under the Waves Park, Linda Sue ES BB
Kirkus Reviews
Gracie convinces her parents to take her and her little brother, Ben, snorkeling in RoatánThough her ultimate snorkeling goal is the Maldives, Korean American Gracie knows that baby steps are necessary to get her family from New York to the other side of the world, so she compromises by suggesting Honduras for spring break. Gracie also knows that patience is key when dealing with impulsive, boundary-crossing Ben. Gracie finds joy in seeing fairy basslets, butterflyfish, and other marine wildlife, but as Ben's behavior grates on her and she learns about the threats faced by the world's reefs, she's brought to her boiling point. Gracie's attempts to engage Ben in her interests fail to create a cohesive story. Her parents also leave her to do more than her fair share of caring for Ben-a choice that the author never unpacks or pushes back on. Frequent lectures from those who run the dive shop and the local marine park offer valuable information about protecting reefs but feel preachy and clunkily inserted. Ben behaves more like what an adult thinks a 6-year-old talks and acts like. While some readers may share Gracie's passions, her descriptions of snorkeling and fishing are often disrupted by inorganic language and actions. Final art not seen.An imbalanced mesh of sibling squabbles and overly didactic reef advocacy. (author's note)(Fiction. 9-11)

Publishers Weekly
The mythic Chinese figure of the nine-tailed fox spirit goes Midwestern Gothic in Pederson’s unsettling debut, which tracks the rise and fall of the Morrow family of Stag’s Crossing, a 1,000-acre farm in Nebraska. The narrative toggles between “then” and “now.” “Then” follows the three Morrow men—father Carlyle, older son Joshua, and youngest son Nick—as they hunt a deer and a fox after killing the fox’s cubs. In the sections labeled “now,” Carlyle is dying of bone cancer and hopes to reconcile with his sons, who have become estranged after Carlyle disowned Joshua for marrying Emilia, an Asian woman with a mysterious past. As Joshua is drawn back to the farm, Nick, now a jaded literary critic, develops an intense fascination with Emilia. The two timelines come together in an unexpected and clever way, leading to a supernatural and bloody denouement. The close third-person narration stays mainly on Nick, whose mind proves unpleasant and unsettling to spend so much time inside, but this will be a feature, not a bug, to readers of grisly, literary horror that isn’t afraid to show its teeth. Pedersen is sure to win fans. Agent: Paul Lucas, Janklow & Nesbit Assoc. (Aug)

979-87-656-6137-6 I'm a Dumbo Octopus!: A Graphic Guide to Cephalopods Lambelet, Anne ES BB
School Library Journal Starred Review
Gr 2–4— Grimpy, short for Grimpoteuthis, invites readers to come along on a tour of all things cephalopod. Grimpy, a dumbo octopus, is an engaging narrator, explaining amazing facts about octopuses, squids, and nautiluses. Common traits, such as saltwater environment, blue blood, and invertebrate bodies, unite the wide variety of animals in this group. "Just like the kids in your school, we don't all look alike," Grimpy comments. Illustrations capture the humor of the text like that of an octopus and a squid dressed as pirates, ready to battle, then deciding to go off "arm in arm in arm" when they realize how alike they are. Other illustrations offer diagrams of an octopus body, showing the ink sac and syphon, or the location of all nine brains. As the book progresses and Grimpy describes the amazing abilities of other animals—using tools, changing shape, color, or even skin texture—the narrator becomes certain, "I really AM just a Dumbo!" But the other cephalopods are quick to point out the remarkable things that a dumbo octopus can do that they cannot, highlighting Grimpy's own unique awesomeness. The artwork is enchanting and accessible, and a wonderful spread must be turned sideways to show the various depths that assorted cephalopods inhabit. Back matter includes a glossary, a photo of "The Real-Life Grimpy," a selected bibliography, and suggestions for further reading. VERDICT Perfect for young marine biologists, this title uses humor and fascinating facts to capture the imagination and remind readers that new discoveries are being made every day.— Suzanne Costner

Kirkus Reviews (3/31/25)
In this work of graphic nonfiction, a stubby pink host introduces readers to the other members of a remarkably diverse taxonomic classThose who don't already appreciate the special talents of the four types of cephalopods-octopuses, nautiluses, cuttlefish, and squids-will get both an earful and an eyeful from chatty, pink-cheeked Grimpy ("That's short for Grimpoteuthis"). The utterly appealing narrator undulates up from the benthic depths to point blunt limbs at various smiling but otherwise accurately rendered relatives while fondly highlighting their intelligence and abilities to disguise themselves by changing shapes and colors, to ooze through the narrowest of gaps, and to escape predators amid billowing inky clouds. Lambelet offers an enchanting blend of whimsy and well-chosen, creatively expressed facts. She covers multiple species, from the Japanese flying squid, which can glide through the air for short distances, to the giant Pacific octopus, which can weigh 100 pounds. And when Grimpy, who can't fly, glow, change shape, or shoot ink, feels less than special, several cousins gather around to soothingly lay out the unique adaptations that allow dumbos to live at depths of over 23,000 feet, more than twice as deep as any of them. A visual glossary and a photo of the adorably ungainly narrator round off this look at some of the ocean's more exotic residents.An informative, buoyant, and wildly original look at some marine marvels. (selected bibliography, further reading)(Graphic nonfiction. 8-10)

 978-0-316-29570-3 The Invisible Parade Bardugo, Leigh and Picacio, JohnES BB

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly (8/25/25)
Bardugo and Picacio collaborate on a stirring story of personal and familial observance in this sweeping work. As young Cara’s family readies for the Día de los Muertos celebration, the girl feels deep grief about the death of her grandfather, whose scarlet scarf she wears over a skeleton suit. While the family prepares by cooking, picking up loaves of orange-scented bread and bunches of marigolds, and building an ofrenda, Cara cannot help but lament. Upon entering the cemetery, she becomes lost, encountering four elaborately depicted horsemen, each of which stands for a specific concept. The fourth, Death, shows Cara a magnificent “invisible parade”—the living and dead joyfully mingling—and explains both that “I am nothing to fear” and that her ancestors are with her still. Truly captivating graphite-rendered artwork layers in cultural cues while moving from sepia to saturated jewel tones, and intentionally paced, chapter-book-like narration plumbs moving connections between grieving and rejoicing. Characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Creator notes conclude. Ages 5–9. (Aug.)School Library Journal (6/1/25)

Gr 2–5— A heartfelt journey through grief, memory, and celebration. Centered on young Cala, the story unfolds during the Day of the Dead as she grapples with the recent loss of her grandfather. What begins as a somber walk through her family's offerings and traditions transforms into a magical and emotional voyage, guided by four symbolic horsemen. Each encounter offers Cala a profound moral lesson—not just about death, but about what it means to live, to feel, and to remember. Bardugo weaves family ritual, food, and decor into a narrative that highlights the essential role of community and tradition in the healing process. The use of motifs such as skeletons lends authenticity and beauty to Cala's inner and outer worlds, reinforcing the message that celebration and sorrow are often entwined. Illustrations elevate the story further. With richly saturated colors (so much so in some scenes that text readability may be a challenge for newer readers) and expressive detail, the artwork captures the complexity of Cala's emotions, from loneliness to connection. Shadows and bursts of color visually echo her transformation, emphasizing that while grief can feel isolating, love and memory tether us to the living and the departed alike. VERDICT A touching and visually stunning picture book that honors the depth of loss while celebrating the enduring power of family, tradition, and remembrance.— Jessica Calaway

978-0-525-57904-5 The Library of Unruly Treasures Birdsall, Jeanne ES BB
School Library Journal Starred Review (7/1/23)
Gr 4–6— Two wonderful surprises await 11-year-old Gwen when her neglectful, divorced parents ship her off to Massachusetts to stay with never-before-seen Great-Uncle Matthew for two weeks: one, it will be her first experience of living in a stable home with a loving adult devoted to her happiness. The second is the existence of the Lahdukan, small-winged creatures with blue hair, who only children can see and live in the local public library. Their ancient prophecies name Gwen as their next Qalba, a leader destined to find them a new home in Boston's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and reunite two long-separated Lahdukan clans. Cautiously, Gwen accepts the challenge, and her magical hero's quest begins. Birdsall's writing, stellar as always, captivates with rich vocabulary, memorable characters, and sly humor as it weaves a convincing web between Gwen's real and enchanted worlds. The fantastical spell continues through the back matter that includes a pronunciation guide for Lahdukan terms but not their rituals as, "it would be dangerous for a regular person to say them correctly." An author's note uses the novel's characters to convey facts about the Gardner Museum, its history, and an infamous 1990 robbery. Phelan's illustrations add delicate charm and depict Gwen and Uncle Matthew as white. VERDICT Birdsall is so adept at magical realism that after finishing this book, readers will likely keep an eye out for fairylike creatures the next time they visit a museum or library. An essential purchase for all middle grade collections.— Marybeth Kozikowski

Starred Review ALA Booklist
Starred Review Eleven-year-old Gwen's parents have let her down so consistently that when she learns that they'll be sending her off to spend two weeks with a great-uncle she has never met, her reaction is not discomfort or dread but joy. Uncle Matthew proves to be everything that she has hoped for: a good-natured, kind, welcoming relative who is supportive of his niece and the choices she makes. When he learns that she has befriended a mysterious clan of tiny winged people called the Lahdukan at the local public library, he takes it as a sign that she is special, because most children her age can no longer see these magical folk. Gwen, who has agreed to help them merge with a nearby clan, risks her life to ensure that all will go well for them. Gwen is highly respected and even revered by the Lahdukan, whose complex society, traditions, and personal backstories are gradually revealed within the narrative. The present-day American settings tend to make the tale's supernatural elements more believable. Phelan's sensitive black-and-white illustrations offer occasional glimpses of the characters. Best known as the author of the Penderwicks series, Birdsall creates a well-paced, original story with intriguing characters and intertwined threads of reality and magic.

978-0-593-17700-6 Lola Valenti, Karla Arenas ES BB
Kirkus Reviews (6/17/25)
Seeing both her beloved brother and a special tree succumbing to a mysterious disease, a child in Mexico City sets out to find a cureEver since what 10-year-old Lola will only call "The Thing That Happened," she's been helping Alex, her 14-year-old brother who's struggling with "the Darkness." But her concern takes on real urgency when she spots gray spots on his skin that grow along with his increasing exhaustion and withdrawal. At the same time, plants in their garden and the Tree around which their house is built develop crusty spots and gray leaves, despite the care of the chaneques (nature spirits invisible to all but Lola). And when, in hopes of finding help for the Tree, she travels to its progenitor, the mighty Tree of Sources in the magical realm of Floresta, she discovers that the malady has been caused by a new young queen whose struggles offer a clue to the cause of Alex's affliction. Frequent glimpses of wondrous sights and folkloric creatures give the tale a flavor of magical realism, and on the way to a transformative closing twist, Valenti's characters reflect on the importance of letting some things go in order to allow others to grow, offering much food for thought for readers who are similarly stuck. Final art not seen.A quest undertaken for love and healing, replete alike with astonishing marvels and provocative themes. (author's note, notes on terms and concepts, reader's guide)(Fiction. 9-13)

Starred Review ALA Booklist
Starred Review Lola loves her magical house in Mexico City, home to her close-knit family, piles of plants, otherworldly inhabitants (visible only to her), and a fantastical tree that blooms with improbable flowers. But something is amiss in her beautiful abode: deathly splotches have appeared on the foliage, and a similar ashy smudge is spreading on her brother's neck. It seems something is sapping the life out of the tree and her sibling, and she wonders if it all springs from "The Thing That Happened" not long ago. Her brother was haunted by despair then, but with Lola's help, Alex seemed to be getting better. Why the sudden shift? With the help of sympathetic chaneques who watch over the property, Lola finds herself in the in the magical realm of Floresta, the source of the tree's vitality, and she has to quickly solve the mystery of the spreading darkness if there's any hope of saving Floresta, her beloved brother, and their magnificent home. The terrifically transporting tale is brimming with lush descriptions, intriguing Mexican folklore, creative world building, and compassionate characters. Thoughtful discussions of depression, grief, and the inevitability of change are particularly appreciated, and the tender sibling relationship grounds the fantastical proceedings beautifully. A risky last-minute reveal pays off and adds additional depth to an already stellar story. A truly enchanting adventure that both enthralls and entertains.

978-1-250-84088-2 Mixed-up Garcia, Kami ES BB
School Library Journal (12/5/24)
Gr 3–6— Fifth grade friends Stella, Latasha, and Emiko have a shared obsession: their favorite magical television show, Witchlins . But when the TV show releases a guidebook and accompanying digital game, Stella can't keep up with the text-heavy directions. Not only is she falling behind with her friends, her struggle to read and comprehend is also causing problems at school. Fortunately, Stella has a crew of concerned educators who see her challenges and help her gain the skills she needs to read fluently. Garcia writes Stella's journey from her own lived experience being neurodivergent and parenting a dyslexic child. It's because of this that Stella's emotional crescendo of frustration and self-isolation feels deeply authentic. The word choices and visual cues increase this title's accessibility for dyslexic or struggling readers. Brown's visual storytelling is paced perfectly and will draw fans of Raina Telgemeier Smile , Varian Johnson's Twins , and Kat Fajardo's Miss Quinces right in. The characters throughout the book are diverse in ethnicity and skin tone, including Stella and her friend group, their families, teachers, and fellow students. VERDICT While this must-read title will be especially affirming for those with dyslexia or who struggle in school, all young readers will find aspects of themselves within Stella's world, and perhaps be inspired to ask for help when needed.— Sarah Simpson

Kirkus Reviews
A young dyslexic girl struggles with readingStella Martinez can't wait to start fifth grade. She and her BFFs, Latasha and Emiko, even get to sit together in Miss Marin's class. But to Stella's dismay, school soon feels like "one big reading class." Even math, one of her favorite subjects besides art, has word problems, and the fifth grade project is a Young Authors Competition. Textbooks have longer words and fewer pictures, making comprehension time-consuming, and Stella falls behind. Even the new online universe for Stella and her friends' favorite show,Witchlins, requires a guidebook, which Stella has trouble following. As her BFFs and classmates discuss the game, Stella feels left out. Will reading ruin her friendships? Garcia, who based Stella's story on her daughter's journey of coming to terms with dyslexia and her own experiences with neurodivergence, introduces a multifaceted protagonist with a learning disability and encouragingly highlights various coping strategies. Adults are warmly supportive, barring a dour, gray-haired, light-skinned librarian whose misconception that graphic novels aren't "real" books is emphatically dispelled. In keeping with Miss Marin's affirmation that "all brains work differently," the book's clear lettering, decodable text, and expressive art invite readers of all abilities to root for Stella. Stella and her dad and sibling are brown-skinned and cued Latine; Mom is pale-skinned. Latasha presents Black, Emiko is of East Asian descent, and Miss Marin has light-brown skin.An uplifting, sympathetic portrayal of dyslexia and friendship. (resources, cover design process)(Graphic fiction. 8-11)

978-1-665-94298-0 Saved by the Smell Lerner, Jarrett ES BB
Kirkus Reviews (1/27/25)
Ari's odorous T-shirt comes in handy on an unexpected trip to the Cretaceous PeriodNew in town, Ari hasn't made a single friend, though next-door neighbor Mr. Jakes' frequent visits indicate his interest in Ari's mom, an inventor who's been deemed a "mad scientist" for her unusual experiments. Ari takes all this in stride, mostly. Mom's latest project is a time portal that will allow her and Ari to retrieve piles of clean clothes from "the last time we washed, dried, and folded our laundry." It's a necessary creation; Ari's been wearing a T-shirt that started to smell "four and one quarter days ago," according to TED, Mom's snarky, ice cubeâ��size supercomputer. They decide to travel six weeks back in time, but when the portal overshoots their goal, Ari, Mom, TED, and Ari's pet turtle, Fred, find themselves 60 million years in the past. Fred nearly becomes prey to a Tyrannosaurus, but fortunately the funk from Ari's shirt is enough to scare off even a ferocious dinosaur. And, just maybe, there's a better solution to the laundry problem-one that might bring Mom and Mr. Jakes a bit closer. The fast-moving story is filled with wild antics. Ari's affection for Mom comes through clearly and humorously, and the book sets up the possibility of future mishaps. Goofy cartoons match the energy of the lighthearted adventures; characters have skin the white of the page.A wacky tale jam-packed with prehistoric hijinks and weird science.(Fiction. 7-10)

Booklist (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11))
Grades 1-4. Ari Fingerman's unconventional single mom's dedication to concocting labor-saving devices can really lead her astray. Why, she argues, get a washing machine for the household’s towering heap of stinky clothes when her newly fashioned time portal will make it easy to fetch them from the past before they were worn? The fact that Ari’s T-shirt is smelly enough to drive off a hungry dinosaur when calibration issues temporarily send him—with his mother and his pet turtle, Fred—back to the Cretaceous Period may be lucky, but it really highlights the urgency of the laundry problem. Fortunately, Lerner provides a solution in Mr. Jakes, a solitary neighbor with an obvious crush on Ari’s mom. He not only happily hauls off all the disgusting duds to his own laundry room but dishes up delectable oatmeal-raisin cookies to boot. (Looks like a keeper!) Less-practiced readers will appreciate the short chapters, widely spaced narrative lines, and sketchy cartoon spot drawings; the mix of gross and sly tongue-in-cheek humor in this projected series kickoff lends broader appeal.

978-0-06-295670-5 A Strange Thing Happened in Cherry Hall Warga, Jasmine ES BB
Kirkus Reviews
A missing painting, a floating girl, and a mustachioed man: a lonely almost-12-year-old vows to figure it all outMiddle school has been terrible for Rami Ahmed, and now a painting has been stolen from the Penelope L. Brooks Museum, where his mother works as the cleaning crew supervisor. Only the cleaning crew, Ed the security guard, and Rami himself were in the building on the day of the painting's disappearance. As the theft draws unprecedented interest in the small, largely overlooked museum, the pressure of suspicion starts to grow. When a mysterious girl appears to Rami in the museum-and he recognizes her as the girl who's portrayed in the stolen painting-he's certain that she holds the key to its whereabouts. After Rami joins forces with Indian American classmate Veda, an aspiring sleuth, he finds himself in increasingly unexpected situations. The mystery drives this exquisitely paced story that unfolds in short chapters that readers will quickly consume. The characters, though, are the beating heart of this tender, quiet tale. From Rami, the only child of a now-single immigrant mother from Lebanon, to the museum director, who "had that accent that most rich people doâ�¦fancy and well educated," to Agatha, the sun-seeking turtle from the garden by the Penelope who observes, learns, and wants to give joy-each character is drawn with texture, depth, and warmth. Rockefeller's evocative illustrations enhance the text.A slowly unfurling delight.(Mystery. 8-12)

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
A missing painting, a floating girl, and a mustachioed man: a lonely almost-12-year-old vows to figure it all outMiddle school has been terrible for Rami Ahmed, and now a painting has been stolen from the Penelope L. Brooks Museum, where his mother works as the cleaning crew supervisor. Only the cleaning crew, Ed the security guard, and Rami himself were in the building on the day of the painting's disappearance. As the theft draws unprecedented interest in the small, largely overlooked museum, the pressure of suspicion starts to grow. When a mysterious girl appears to Rami in the museum-and he recognizes her as the girl who's portrayed in the stolen painting-he's certain that she holds the key to its whereabouts. After Rami joins forces with Indian American classmate Veda, an aspiring sleuth, he finds himself in increasingly unexpected situations. The mystery drives this exquisitely paced story that unfolds in short chapters that readers will quickly consume. The characters, though, are the beating heart of this tender, quiet tale. From Rami, the only child of a now-single immigrant mother from Lebanon, to the museum director, who "had that accent that most rich people doâ�¦fancy and well educated," to Agatha, the sun-seeking turtle from the garden by the Penelope who observes, learns, and wants to give joy-each character is drawn with texture, depth, and warmth. Rockefeller's evocative illustrations enhance the text.A slowly unfurling delight.(Mystery. 8-12)

978-1-623-54487-4 Wanda Hears the Stars: A Blind Astronomer Listens to the UniverseHansen, Amy S. and Merced, Wanda DÍazES BB
Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025)
Astronomer and co-author Díaz Merced explains how, after going blind, she used sound to make a groundbreaking discovery. In Gurabo, Wanda’s Puerto Rican hometown, the rainforest hid the stars. So when 9-year-old Wanda witnessed a meteor shower, she “lit up with wonder.” Her curiosity persisted; in college, Wanda studied physics and “aimed for the stars.” But in Wanda’s third year, she went blind as a result of diabetes, and “the stars had dimmed, too. How could she study what she couldn’t see?” Fortunately, a friend introduced Wanda to radio waves that captured sounds from space, and “she heard a path to the sky.” At NASA, Wanda used sonification—the conversion of visual data into sounds—to study the stars. Still, she worried about keeping up with her colleagues. Through sonification, however, Wanda discovered oscillations in a star’s energy, something nobody else had noticed—confirming that “using sound didn’t mean she had less information. It just meant she had to work differently.” The onomatopoeia-adorned text includes Spanish dialogue and concludes with a rousing invitation: “Look up! ¡Mira arriba! The stars belong to everyone!” Arreola Mendoza’s vibrant cartoon illustrations, with dark, jewel-toned hues evoking the night sky, convey Wanda’s fascination and determination and the beauty of space. Extensive backmatter provides further details about sonification and Díaz Merced’s adaptation to blindness. Most figures, including Wanda, have brown skin. Uplifting and informative. (glossary, authors’ notes, more information on Díaz Merced, timeline, resources, bibliography) (Picture-book biography. 6-9)

School Library Journal Xpress starred (June 13, 2025)
Gr 2-5-This picture book biography with STEM connections and disability representation shares the fascinating story of astronomer Wanda Díaz Merced. Growing up in Puerto Rico, Díaz Merced was fascinated by the stars and chased her dream to study them all the way to college. But when she began losing her eyesight due to diabetes, she had to find a new way to see what she had dedicated her whole life to. Not one to give up when faced with a challenge, Díaz Merced threw herself into the field of sonification, where numerical astronomic datasets are turned into sound, revealing new insights into celestial activity. Mendoza's whimsical illustrations amplify the themes of magic and discovery surrounding Díaz Merced's work. Thorough back matter is available in both the English and Spanish versions, including notes from both authors, information about the scientific concepts discussed, a time line of Díaz Merced's career, and sources for further reading. VERDICT Readers will walk away inspired by the world around them and Díaz Merced's creativity and determination. Recommended for all libraries.-Maria Bohan © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

 978-1-665-94298-0 No More Mr. Mice Guy Lerner, Jarrett ES sequel to bluebonnet book
Kirkus Reviews (1/27/25)
Ari's odorous T-shirt comes in handy on an unexpected trip to the Cretaceous PeriodNew in town, Ari hasn't made a single friend, though next-door neighbor Mr. Jakes' frequent visits indicate his interest in Ari's mom, an inventor who's been deemed a "mad scientist" for her unusual experiments. Ari takes all this in stride, mostly. Mom's latest project is a time portal that will allow her and Ari to retrieve piles of clean clothes from "the last time we washed, dried, and folded our laundry." It's a necessary creation; Ari's been wearing a T-shirt that started to smell "four and one quarter days ago," according to TED, Mom's snarky, ice cubeâ��size supercomputer. They decide to travel six weeks back in time, but when the portal overshoots their goal, Ari, Mom, TED, and Ari's pet turtle, Fred, find themselves 60 million years in the past. Fred nearly becomes prey to a Tyrannosaurus, but fortunately the funk from Ari's shirt is enough to scare off even a ferocious dinosaur. And, just maybe, there's a better solution to the laundry problem-one that might bring Mom and Mr. Jakes a bit closer. The fast-moving story is filled with wild antics. Ari's affection for Mom comes through clearly and humorously, and the book sets up the possibility of future mishaps. Goofy cartoons match the energy of the lighthearted adventures; characters have skin the white of the page.A wacky tale jam-packed with prehistoric hijinks and weird science.(Fiction. 7-10)

978-1-250-90139-2 Gabby Torres Is the Best Winner Ever Dominguez, Angela ES sequel to bluebonnet book

978-1-536-23609-5 Always, Clementine Sorosiak, Carlie ES
ALA Booklist (10/6/23)
The escape-from-the-lab premise is a favorite within the animal-fantasy genre, but Sorosiak keeps it fresh in her latest endeavor. Mousenapped rather than escaped, Clementine has found herself and another lab mouse snatched from their cage and left in a stranger's mailbox with a note entreating whomever finds them to "please protect these mice." That's how a boy named Gus and his grandfather become their unwitting guardians. Experiments with mouse DNA have resulted in genius-level intelligence in Clementine, making her a bright yet naive narrator for this tale. Relayed through a series of imagined letters to her chimp friend, Rosie, Clementine describes the bonkers scheme devised by Gus and Pop to elicit support for keeping her from being returned to the lab televised chess game with Clementine facing a series of human opponents. It's a big-hearted endeavor that pulls in an eccentric cast of side characters who are immensely entertaining. Landing somewhere between Katherine Applegate's The One and Only Ivan (2012) and James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein's Word of Mouse (2016), this sweet-spirited adventure will easily find fans.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/6/23)
Letters from a super-intelligent mouse to the beloved chimpanzee she leaves behind when she escapes a research lab.Poignant, loving, and threaded through with the joy of discovery, the letters that Clementine mentally composes to her gentle simian friend tell a tale that takes suspenseful turns while affirming tolerance and self-expression. Thanks to tweaked DNA, she's thinking about prime numbers the day she is born, helps other mice navigate mazes, and figures out how to escape her cage at night and sign with the lab's sad, affectionate chimp, Rosie. When a guilt-ridden research assistant spirits her and another mouse subject out of the lab, leaving them in a nearby mailbox, she begins a series of reports to Rosie about the wonders of the outside world. Eleven-year-old Gus and his grandfather welcome the fugitives rather than turn them in for the large reward offered by the lab when the mousenapping is discovered. They create a storm of public protest against animal experimentation by televising a chess match in which Clementine beats five experienced human players simultaneously. Along with offering an optimistic, aspirational view of human nature as she winds the story to a joyous conclusion, Sorosiak tucks in a subplot around nonverbal Hamlet, the other mouse escapee, who constructs a model of Notre Dame out of wood chips, as food for further thought about different intelligences. The human cast seems to be mostly White.Serious themes lightened by comedic touches; the strong emotional attachments will linger with readers. (Fiction. 8-12)

978-1-54612-498-6 What Happened Then Downing, Erin Soderberg ES
Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2025)
At their family’s summer island home, two cousins unearth a mystery. When Aunt Robbie asks her estranged siblings to return to their estate, the site of childhood vacations, 12-year-old cousins Avery and Jax face intriguing questions. What happened to the aunt whose long-ago death is a forbidden topic? What will become of the island, which Grandma, who passed away two years earlier, bequeathed to Aunt Robbie? Who wrote the mysterious note describing all the siblings—perhaps a page from a diary?—that Avery found in her mom’s stuff at home? Sleuthing for clues while the adults sort through the accumulated family belongings, Avery and Jax discover more pages of the journal hidden all over the island, with clues to their aunt’s tragic death. A surprise discovery just before leaving the island forces the cousins to decide whether confronting the harsh truth will bring healing or more pain to the family, especially in light of Aunt Robbie’s disclosure that she’s dying from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Told in first-person chapters that alternate between Avery and Jax and interspersed with entries (entitled “Then”) from the journal, this cross between a mystery, family drama, and coming-of-age story is believable, insightful, and well paced, with genuine dialogue. Avery’s and Jax’s growing appreciation of each other’s self-described “faults” is an affirming central theme, alongside self-acceptance and forgiveness. Characters present white. A compelling summer mystery, with emotional depth and life lessons to boot. (crafts instructions) (Mystery. 9-12)

Publishers Weekly (June 23, 2025)
Cousins Jax and Avery barely know each other, let alone anything about their extended family-or the incident that led to the brood’s estrangement years prior to this book’s start. The tweens are also unaware that the family owns an island until their aunt Robbie issues an invitation for everyone to come together at the generations-old cabin on Crooked Lake. Upon arrival, Aunt Robbie reveals that she summoned the family to help her restore the dilapidated property, which she intends to sell. Trapped on Crooked Lake with the squabbling adults-including their own parents and two other aunts-the cousins seek to uncover the secret that tore the four siblings apart. Throughout, Jax and Avery contend with self-image issues stemming from their own fraught nuclear family dynamics. While the pair’s inquiry is initially propelled by the possibility of unearthing intriguing generational secrets, they soon learn to love and understand more about their family and themselves. Soderberg Downing (Duck, Duck, Peach) utilizes alternating first-person perspectives to craft a relatable and realistic drama. Descriptions of the adults’ childhoods play out across anonymous diary interstitials. The family reads as white. Ages 8-12. Agent: Michael Bourret, Dystel, Goderich, & Bourret. (Sept.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

979-83-687-8711-4 The Sword Thief --A Graphic Novel Lerangis, Peter ES Next in Series
9783791376158 42 Works of Art Everyone Should Know Finger, Brad ES nonfiction
9780593754221 Who Is Taylor Swift? Mayer. Kirsten ES nonfiction

9781546138662 Chef's Secret Yang, Kelly ES Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025
School Library Journal, 04/30/2025
Gr 3–7—Secrets get heavier the longer we carry them, and Jason is learning that lesson the hard way. Threatened by bullies, Jason makes a very poor decision and things just keep getting worse. But then he meets Mia, who makes his heart pound and his head spin. Their schoolwork, his job as a chef, and her job as the front desk clerk at the Calivista Hotel limit their time together, but they build a lovely and tender friendship that helps Jason process his doubts and fears. Jason's parents also face their own ethical dilemmas. Themes of honesty and being your authentic self are sensitively investigated, with scenes that are equally awkward, hilarious, and deeply emotional. Elements of Chinese culture are deftly woven through the story without overpowering the ever-twisting and engaging plot. Genuinely funny, heartbreaking, and sensitively written, this book will appeal to readers who are looking for a male main character with interests other than sports or gaming. They will become fast fans of Jason. VERDICT Waste no time in adding this series to your shelves. It's a winner. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-06-334629-1 Gracie Under the Waves Park, Linda Sue ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 3-7-Inspired by a 2022 trip to Roatán, one of Honduras's Bay Islands, Newbery Medalist Park sends her latest protagonist into the turquoise Caribbean to visit fish-and learn about the imperative work of reef conservation. Korean American tween Gracie, obsessed with snorkeling, dreams of going to the Maldives, but for now she's thrilled her parents agree to a family vacation to Roatán. Her precious time in the water dwindles when a leg injury becomes dangerously infected, but she's buoyed by a new friendship with a local young marine activist-in-the-making. Actor Osmanski, a transracial Korean adoptee, is a spirited narrator, taking advantage of the characters' international travel to add various accents. She saves her most endearing energy for Gracie's rambunctious (occasionally aggravating) six-year-old brother Ben. VERDICT With increasing threats to climate change protections, Gracie's ardent commitment is antidotal sustenance for young activists. Booklist: Grades 4-6. Sixth-grader and coral-reef enthusiast Gracie Kim daydreams of a trip to the Maldives, a place she has determined has the best snorkeling sites in the world. Instead, she convinces her family to spend spring break in another lively spot for this sport: Roatán, a Honduran island. Once she, her parents, and her annoying younger brother arrive at the beach, the story becomes more travelogue than plotted narrative, focusing on the reef's inhabitants, their endangered status, and efforts to restore this fragile ecosystem. Park vividly describes the thrill of being surrounded by amazing marine creatures, the damage Gracie observes on the reefs, and the hazards of a jellyfish bloom. The latter experience provides some drama for the story, as does an infected coral scrape on Gracie's leg that keeps her stuck on land for several days. Illustrated with black-line spot art featuring the flora and fauna described and appended with an author's note explaining Park's personal experience
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978-1-536-22896-0 Shadow Fox Sorosiak, Carlie ES Kirkus: A hungry fox and a girl with a lively personality wield magic together. Events unfold from the viewpoint of the narrator, a fox named Shadow who lives near the shore of Lake Superior. Food is scarce, she’s thin and has patchy fur, and the loss of her sister some months before is constantly on her mind. Shadow steals shoes from rooms at a nearby motel—she has 257 piled in her den—and distrusts all humans except for one. But Nan, the white-haired woman from the motel who used to feed her, is inexplicably gone; a red-haired girl is there instead. Bee, Nan’s granddaughter, is a bit wild and out of step with others herself. To Shadow’s initial annoyance, she and Bee forge a bond that turns out to be deep and magical; indeed, Bee can understand and give human voice to Shadow’s thoughts. Meanwhile, the island of Whistlenorth, accessed through a portal on Lake Superior, is the site of imminent (and foretold) devastation—and Bee and Shadow must attempt to thwart the danger. The Night Islanders’ greedy and indiscriminate reaping of the environment to distill “ultra-concentrated magic” has laid waste to much of what grows in the magical islands and threatens Minnesota’s forests. As Shadow navigates the dangerous territories of trust and power, the fox has a compelling voice that’s prickly, proud, and subtly funny. The book convincingly depicts a singular brand of northern, woodsy, wild magic. An appealing combination of animal magic and low-key hero fantasy. (Fantasy. 8-11)Publishers Weekly: Following the deaths of her mother and sister, an initially nameless fox relies on the kindness of Nan, the owner of a motel in Grand Marais, Minn., to survive-until Nan disappears. When Nan’s granddaughter Bee arrives to search for her, the fox, wary of the stranger, nevertheless feels a bond with Bee, who names her Shadow. An enigmatic boatsman speculates that their bond is due to the magic that originates from Whistlenorth, Nan’s enchanted hometown on Lake Superior. He also reveals that Whistlenorth is in danger: after Night Islanders deplete their own home of its magic, they plan to steal Whistlenorth’s. As the chosen one, Shadow must save Whistlenorth and its citizens and restore the nature that is the source of its magic before it’s too late. Over the course of her adventure, Shadow contends with grief over her family’s deaths and fear over Nan’s disappearance, all while slowly learning to trust again. Sorosiak (Always, Clementine) illustrates the threats that jeopardize the environment and the power of nature to heal all ills in this touching tale narrated by sharp and witty Shadow. Human characters read as white. Ages 8-12. 
978-1-7748-8006-7 Super Frenemies! Atkinson, Cale ES next in series From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9
978-0-593-53250-8 Paper Airplanes on the Loose Murray, Laura ES next in series Kirkus: The Gingerbread Man learns to fold and fly a paper airplane. The cookie protagonist—whipped up by a class of elementary schoolers and now a member of the classroom—joins the students for a lesson that combines math and science: creating paper airplanes. The kids go outside to fly their planes, but when one student’s creation lands in a tree, the Gingerbread Man jumps into his own plane. Soaring to the tree, he frees it as the students cheer. Early on, the story references fractions and the concepts of speed, lift, and gravity, but these ideas don’t seem to matter when the Gingerbread Man sails through the sky on his way to the tree, doing loops and flipping upside down. The step-by-step folding directions aren’t as clear as they could be, relying on readers’ prior knowledge. Still, it’s an entertaining enough story, ideal for comics newcomers. Lowery combines his full-page illustrations with smaller panels. In his thick-lined, exaggerated cartoon illustrations, the Gingerbread Man sports his iconic icing bow tie and trim; the students vary in terms of skin tone and hair color. While followers of the series will be happy to see a new installment, the muddied presentation of the concepts outlined in the book keeps it from being a standout. Not this character’s strongest outing; strictly for fans. (Graphic early reader. 5-8)From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 5-7
978-0-8234-5778-6 Lone Wolf Gets a Pet Thomas, Kiah ES SLJ: K-Gr 4-Lone Wolf is the zaniest animal protagonist since Grumpy Monkey. Whether being pestered by classmates or trying to win a best pet contest, Wolf, as the title implies, just wants to be left alone. Steele's illustrations are delirious, deranged, and delightful. Scenes are full of unexpected detail. For instance, in one story, Wolf watches a movie about a hen riding a horse. Some illustrations are spread across two full pages while others punctuate little spots of action. Familiar faces reappear across both books. A particularly clever illustration features a young man whose happy face is distorted by the water as he gazes at a goldfish. The books have a unique theme: Wolf wants to be alone. He never learns a lesson about the joy of being with others. He remains alone and happy in solitude. VERDICT Ironically, these stories are so fresh and funny they must be shared. Booklist: Grades 1-4. Lone Wolf is a lovable lupine crosspatch who stands apart from a crowd—and stands out as a memorable, original character in the crowded field of early-reader books. In this series outing, the misanthrope has the munchies. Much to his chagrin, though, the store is completely sold out of jelly beans. Upon learning his snack of choice has been purchased for prizes in a “Best Pet” contest, Lone Wolf decides to get in the game. With deadpan humor, Wolf assuredly and unapologetically knows what he likes (jelly beans) and what he doesn’t like (pets). His attempts to train a dog, a cat, and a horse comically lead to a kerfuffle, a hissy fit, and a bolting escape. At the competition, the other contestants’ animals pull out all the stops: a jolly hiker’s darling dog jumps through hoops, an eager girl’s cool cat gives a high five, and a bossy boy’s happy horse hugs the judges. “Wolf’s goldfish did nothing.” With great aplomb, Steele’s detailed, colorful cartoon illustrations capture the waggish antics and googly-eyed expressions. Thomas’ short, snappy sentences, superb pacing, and satisfying, sweet deal of an ending make for a winning entry. Beginning readers will howl for more books in this hilarious early-reader series.
978-0-8234-5777-9 Lone Wolf Goes to School Thomas, Kiah ES SLJ: K-Gr 4-Lone Wolf is the zaniest animal protagonist since Grumpy Monkey. Whether being pestered by classmates or trying to win a best pet contest, Wolf, as the title implies, just wants to be left alone. Steele's illustrations are delirious, deranged, and delightful. Scenes are full of unexpected detail. For instance, in one story, Wolf watches a movie about a hen riding a horse. Some illustrations are spread across two full pages while others punctuate little spots of action. Familiar faces reappear across both books. A particularly clever illustration features a young man whose happy face is distorted by the water as he gazes at a goldfish. The books have a unique theme: Wolf wants to be alone. He never learns a lesson about the joy of being with others. He remains alone and happy in solitude. VERDICT Ironically, these stories are so fresh and funny they must be shared. Booklist: Grades 1-3. In this hilarious early-reader series about a reclusive gray wolf who prefers silence and solitude, Wolf is desperate to find places where he can be alone. He tries the classroom, the movie theater, the beach, the mountains, even his own home, but to his dismay, no matter where he goes, he’s never alone—and so he hatches the ultimate silly plan. The funny yet frustratingly friendly characters who Wolf meets along the way are sure to keep early readers engaged with the plot, as are the silly expressions and exaggerated movements supplied by Steele in her whimsically loose-lined, watercolor illustrations, adding to the comic effect. A humorous story featuring an antisocial yet charming protagonist who simply wants some alone time, this book will encourage children to think outside the box while also reassuring more-introverted readers that there is no shame in having quiet time to themselves.
978-0-06-333717-6 Felix Powell, Boy Dog Kelly, Erin Entrada ES SLJ Xpress: Gr 2-5-Eight-year-old Felix and his grandmother are thrift store shopping when he purchases an old blanket, despite it being summer in Louisiana. Felix, knowing the item is special and understanding the importance of active research, decides to test out what makes his blanket magical. At first, it seems like a regular blanket, until, while playing a game of hide-and-seek with his dog Mary Puppins, he transforms into a dog too! Felix has a great time with Puppins and learns about being a dog, but eventually realizes he would really like to be a boy again. The neighborhood cat, Gumbo, might have the answers for him, but the relationship between dogs and cats is a fraught one. This is a fast-paced, humorous tale of friendship and empathy filled with fun and informative interstitial art and graphic panels. The epilogue teases more adventures, with further transformations into other animals. VERDICT This charming, lightly magical tale is a wonderful addition to all libraries serving young readers.Booklist: Grades 3-5. It's summer in Louisiana, but eight-year-old Felix insists on buying a threadbare blanket at the thrift store, certain it has a special quality. Once home, he tries to pinpoint its powers. Will it fly? Turn him invisible? Nothing happens until he takes it to play hide-and-seek with his beloved dog, Mary Puppins. Felix pops under the blanket as a human boy, but he emerges from the cover as a scruffy canine. Puppins is delighted; Felix is understandably bewildered but intrigued, as he’s suddenly endowed with incredible senses of smell and hearing. The neighborhood cat claims to have insight on how to remedy the situation, but it will take all the pups’ powers of persuasion to coax it out of her. The hysterical high jinks happen over the course of one day, and the brisk pace, ample illustrations, comic-strip interludes, and hilarious commentary will appeal to even reluctant readers. Vivid descriptions set the stage for silliness, and Felix’s experiments with his new canine capabilities are an absolute riot. A creative canine conundrum packed with humor and heart.
978-0-8234-5639-0 Smell of Wet Dog: And Other Dog Poems and Drawings Saltzberg, Barney ES SLJ : Gr 1-4-Saltzberg is back with a collection of 27 short, zippy poems about dogs. He touches on some of the hallmarks of a canine life, including the rhythmic thump of a tail, the unfettered joy of playing catch, and, as the title suggests, the distinctive "moose and skunk perfume" of a wet dog. The poems take on a more contemplative quality as the book progresses; "Slowing Down" plainly reflects on the changes evinced by an aging pet, deciding that, in the end, a slowing-down dog means one with more time for cuddles. Each poem is accompanied by one of Saltzberg's delightfully jaunty sketches of scruffy mutts, their eyes keen and curious, fur often askew. The illustrations are rendered in a realistic palette, with lots of browns and blacks, and the generous use of negative space makes them pop. Young readers may relate to the challenges of their four-legged friends, as in "Sit and Stay," where a dog bemoans the standards of acceptable behavior: "It's hard to sit./ It's hard to stay./ Who makes these rules up, anyway?" This slim volume would be a good book to have on hand for National Poetry Month. VERDICT A short, simple, witty group of poems about the ups and downs of being a dog that would make a nice addition to a larger library collection.Booklist: Grades K-3. In this poetic garland of doggy sentiments, pooches urge their owners to throw the ball already, complain about silly names for purebreds (“Mastiff, Schnauzer, Malamute, / Cockapoo, now that’s a beaut . . .”), and conversely glory in being fed, petted, and cuddled. Meanwhile, owners make comments about the titular reek, drooling, shedding, barking all night, and like trials. Despite the seeming negativity, though, it’s all delivered in a mutual haze of affection, as Saltzberg writes in the very first poem: “It isn’t their noses, / their tails, or their paws. I love dogs just because.” The cartoon illustrations pair children drawn in outline (except for one covered head to toe in shed fur) with dogs of varied size and indeterminate breed, rendered in a range of hues. Following a poignant portrait of a pooch who is “Slowing Down,” the short gathering ends with comments from a feline interloper: “How could that be? / Did you forget? / What about me. / The superior pet!” Dog lovers may disagree with that claim.
978-1-09-829303-1 Armed Forces Encyclopedia Gagne, Tammy ES SLJ: Gr 4-8-Each of these comprehensive volumes provides information of the jobs, vehicles, weapons, and wars of the United States military. In The Armed Forces Encyclopedia readers learn about requirements for each branch and the many jobs in the military. The Military Vehicles Encyclopedia introduces the many vehicles employed by the military including fighter jets, tanks, and submarines. The Military Weapons Encyclopedia explains the development and uses of bayonets, missiles, mines and more. The War Encyclopedia features succinct accounts of American conflicts from the American Revolution to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Colorful illustrations, mostly photographs, complement the texts. The narratives are straightforward and informative but also dry; only the most ardent enthusiasts will choose to read. However, the books may prove useful to report writers. VERDICT Though these volumes contain factual and useful information, they are recommended as a secondary purchase.From the publisher: Grades 3-9; Ages 8-14
978-1-546-13759-7 Hulk Teach Brown, Jeffrey ES SLJ Xpress: Gr 4 Up-After a quick introduction and superhero origin story for the titular character, Bruce Banner, aka Hulk, is court-ordered to do community service in the form of teaching middle school as part of a plea deal for damages done while in Hulk form. On his first day, the students are disappointed to see Bruce Banner walk into class instead of Hulk, but it doesn't take long for them to strike a nerve and summon the big green guy. In fact, Bruce can't seem to get through a single day of teaching without Hulking out. But with an important standardized test on the horizon and the school's funding hanging in the balance, Bruce is going to have to get his lesson plans in order. The setup is absurd in the best way, and Brown leans into the chaos with humor and heart, landing a laugh on every page and even sneaking in a lesson or two, such as the science behind why the sky is blue. His signature slice-of-life tone works surprisingly well in a superhero setting, grounding the outrageous premise through relatable human moments. Fans of Brown's Star Wars books will find much to love here and those familiar with the Marvel Universe will be delighted to see cameos from the Avengers and She-Hulk. Cozy black-and-white art is accented with splashes of green whenever Hulk or She-Hulk makes an appearance. Hand-lettering brings a charm to the book, and keen-eyed readers will spot the clever visual cue of the balloons changing to green whenever Hulk speaks. VERDICT This slice-of-superhero-life comic delivers laughs and lessons, making it a standout for Marvel fans and middle grade readers.From the publisher: Grades 3-7; Ages 8-12
978-1-546-12925-7 Down Came the Spiders Russell, Ally ES Booklist: Grades 4-6. Light enough to induce shivers but not nightmares, this Hallowe'en tale sends three sixth-graders out to a schoolmate’s remote house for a party that quickly devolves into an unbridled spider-fest. As it happens, shy Andi actually likes spiders, but when they start descending by the hundred from house and barn ceilings, swarming up from the ground over legs and arms, and wrapping all the grown-ups in thick webs, even she is squicked out. Neglecting to mention that spiders feed by liquifying the insides of their prey, Russell focuses on how being forced to take charge changes the reticent Andi, who leads the effort to free the captives and repel the incursion of creepy crawlies. To her relatable two-legged cast, the author adds a multitudinous eight-legged one, ranging from black widows and brown recluses to golf ball–sized cellar dwellers infected with a “zombie” fungus, plus one lab-grown, head-sized arachnid mastermind dubbed “Charlotte 17.” Readers fond of buggy horrors will rattle their palps in glee.Kirkus: Creepy-crawlies take over a Halloween party. Halloween is Andi’s favorite holiday—to her, it’s “serious business,” and she loves spiders almost as much as she loves her best friends, Carly and Devon. But now that they’re sixth graders, her friends are more interested in attending eighth grader Clementine’s party than going trick-or-treating as usual. Andi reluctantly agrees, lured by the promise of seeing the office of Mr. Mendez, Clementine’s science teacher dad, which is filled with spiders in terrariums. Andi recognizes the species in his collection—until she comes face to face with a spider that’s as big as a person’s head. Strangely, the more she looks into its red eyes, the more she wants to remove the lid and set it free. The party continues, but soon spiders start appearing out of every nook and cranny, all heading in the same direction. Andi and her friends follow them, discovering a giant funnel web where the adults are trapped. Andi suddenly fears spiders for the first time: Can she stop them before it’s too late? Russell’s sophomore novel balances slow-building creepiness with a genuine affection for arachnids and incorporates occasional scientific facts. The evocative descriptions of spiders and their webs make for some truly chilling scenes, and the explorations of loneliness and tween difficulties with making friends add human elements to the terror. Andi is Black, and there’s racial diversity among the secondary characters. A well-spun tale that combines suspense with relatable emotional themes. (author’s note) (Horror. 9-12)
978-1-546-19314-2 Ember the Fire Dragon West, Tracey ES new series in Scholastic's Acorn collectionFrom the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-2; Ages 5-7
978-1-546-18298-6 (Not So) Superheroes Haddow, Swapna ES Booklist: Grades 1-4. In this laugh-out-loud new series for early readers, all the animal characters are granted superpowers—but not all powers are created equal. After a long wait in line to be granted a superpower, Zeb the zebra, Marge the penguin, and Barry the lemur get stuck with the most useless ones possible: now Zeb can blend into crosswalks, Marge can make macaroni and cheese out of anything, and Barry gains perfect penmanship. As the trio spend their days working at a local café while others flex their more impressive powers, Zeb feels sure they'll never get their superhero moment—and so he concocts a plan. With quick thinking and teamwork, these “not-so-super” heroes prove that even the unlikeliest of powers can make a big difference. Filled with hilarious illustrations on every page, this heartwarming story encourages kids to value themselves just as they are. The three heroes shine in their friendship and encouragement of each other, showing how everyone with struggles can find a silver lining. Perfect for early readers who enjoy quirky humor, animal characters, and rooting for the underdog, this is a super start to a promising new series.From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-10
978-1-665-95072-5 Jojo vs. Middle School McCullough, Joy and Bybee, VeedaES Booklist: Grades 4-7. Jojo's first day of middle school is comically terrible: oversleeping, perfect first-day outfit ruined by cat puke, twisted ankle, phone confiscated, hole-y pants displaying her kitten-themed underwear. When facing the cafeteria is unimaginable, she sneaks to the forbidden wing of the school, housing the old gym and locker rooms. When three other awkward sixth graders find their way there, too, a friendship takes root. Unfortunately, a bobcat-induced school lockdown—while they're in the forbidden locker room on day two—complicates matters. Jojo's first-person narration nails the middle-school voice, capturing all the uncertainty that comes with big change as well as the roller coaster of emotions. The foursome's new, tenuous friendship is supported by realistic dialogue from well-developed characters. The lack of consequences from some bolder stunts may read as loose plot threads to some, though this could be addressed in book two. From a confiscated-phone heist to dealing with her mom's boyfriend being a famous cat-influencer, Jojo faces big changes via a series of hilarious high jinks with her new friends.Kirkus: The ups and downs of a newly formed group of friends as they weather their first days of middle school. Jojo, a biracial Guatemalan American 11-year-old, is adjusting to some big changes; she’s about to start sixth grade, and she, her brother, Sam, and their mother have recently moved in with Mom’s embarrassing boyfriend, Paul, an influencer known for his social media posts about his cats. After Jojo accidentally flashes her cat-themed underwear to her classmates (unbeknownst to Jojo, one of Paul’s felines ripped a hole in her leggings), she avoids the cafeteria and instead eats lunch from a vending machine in an abandoned locker room. She stumbles upon three other girls who are also feeling isolated and disconnected; each shares her own awkward and mortifying first-day story. The following afternoon, reports of a bobcat on the premises prompt the school to initiate a lockdown. The girls shelter in place, but because of the faulty announcement system in the locker room, they don’t initially realize the building has been evacuated. When they finally discover what’s happening, they bond further, dubbing themselves “Team Awkward” and venturing through their empty, potentially bobcat-filled school together. Filled with fun callbacks, the humorous dialogue rings true, and the lively, fast-paced though implausible plot will keep readers hooked. Additional characters—including family members, classmates, and teachers—are introduced intriguingly, suggesting they will get more time to shine in future installments. Jojo’s school is diverse. A fresh, witty, and friendship-focused series starter. (Fiction. 8-12)
978-0-06-267647-4 Escape Artist: A True Story of Octopus Adventure Hanson, Thor ES SLJ: K-Gr 2-Inky the wily octopus! Droll digital illustrations with textures created in watercolors capture a smart and sneaky real-life octopus in all his escaping glory. Inky was caught at sea and placed in a tank at the National Aquarium of New Zealand. His playful antics and intelligence made him a favorite there with caretakers and visitors alike. When Inky's tank was left unlocked one night, he made a bold escape across the aquarium and down a floor drain. Readers will enjoy the highly entertaining and true story of this curious octopus and will be cheering Inky's escape back to his "tank without walls." Back matter includes information on many of the fascinating features of the octopus. VERDICT A daring escape, an engaging hero, and a happy ending, along with the chance to learn more about the amazing octopus. This is an all-around winner, a tall tale that happens to be (mostly) the truth.Booklist: Grades K-2. A salute to Inky, a clever octopus who took advantage of a tank lid left slightly ajar in a New Zealand aquarium, escaping down a drain and back to the sea. Hanson relates the (reconstructed) episode in playful verse (“No Inky was found in the fish tanks, / no Inky was found in his pot; / the closets, the halls, / and the toilets in stalls / were places where Inky was not”), and Bernstein records it in wide illustrations featuring a big, mottled mollusk with expressive eyes and a thick tangle of gracefully curled arms, sea life with stunned expressions witnessing the escapade from adjacent tanks, and keepers gathered the next day in disbelief around the improbably small floor drain nearby. The author closes with more on Inky’s original capture and backstory, plus basic information about octopuses (or “octopi,” or most properly—since the term comes from the Greek—“octopodes"). Younger readers wanting to know even more about these multitalented cephalopods might fasten their suckers on Suzanne Slade’s Behold the Octopus!
978-0-06-339635-7 Another Tremblay, Paul ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 5 Up-Tremblay, an award-winning expert in horrifying adults, turns to frightening younger readers with his middle grade debut. Veteran narrator de Ocampo impressively embodies Tremblay's claustrophobic setting of a single house containing a small family still recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic. The isolation exacerbated Casey's anxiety, which manifested in uncontrollable twitches and tics-an excuse for his so-called friends to disappear. Until now. Casey doesn't know who, but apparently, a friend has called for an extended sleepover. The next day, a mysterious man delivers Morel in a burlap bag-more mannequin than boy, not quite fully formed. The man leaves with two instructions: "No food. No bed." The strangeness is just beginning. Casey's parents seem inexplicably unconcerned about the impending invasion of this body snatcher intent on becoming their son. VERDICT De Campo expertly captures Tremblay's creepfest, adroitly building momentum as Casey's alarm (and Morel's transformation) accelerates. Booklist: Grades 4-7. The antique rotary phone Casey’s parents brought home struck the boy as odd even before it uttered its quavering, sickly ring—despite the ringer being turned off. And it’s via this phone that Casey’s mother agrees to let a friend of Casey’s come over to play. Except Casey hasn’t had any friends since an embarrassing incident at school. Unease mingles with curiosity and a little excitement as Casey awaits the arrival of his supposed friend, and then Tremblay gives creepiness incarnate a grand entrance. A man lugging a dusty burlap sack arrives at the house, and when he opens the twitching bundle, a boy that “looked like a living mannequin” is revealed. Thus, Morel enters Casey’s life and gradually begins to take it over. Tremblay capitalizes on the off-kilter tension, gradually building it into genuine horrors. He masterfully uses his limited set and cast—the action is kept almost entirely to Casey’s house and its few inhabitants—exploring Casey’s mind, anxieties, and fraying sense of reality. Well regarded in the adult horror space, Tremblay confidently strides into the middle-grade arena with an offering on par with Kevin Oppel’s The Nest (2015). Malicious mushrooms, the power of art, COVID-19, clinical anxiety, and personal agency all find their ways into the narrative, and readers will be horribly enthralled by it all—in the best possible way.
979-87-656-2725-9 Black Mambas: The World's First All-Woman Anti-Poaching UnitCrull, Kelly ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 2-5-Crull (Making Art from Ocean Plastic) returns with another environmentally focused book. Informational text showcases the work of the Black Mambas, the world's first all-woman anti-poaching unit. First-person narration follows the day-to-day life of these women rangers, highlighting what led them to this career path and the dangerous but important work they're doing to conserve South African wildlife. The text is accessible, presenting kids with not only insight into why these women decided to enter a traditionally male-dominated field, but also survival tips (humans can survive in icy water for three minutes and without food for three weeks), the types of endangered animals they're protecting (elephants, rhinos, and pangolins, the world's only scaled mammal), and how they track poachers. Quotations from different rangers sprinkled throughout lends a feel of immediacy and relevance and will draw readers in. The photographs are dynamic, depicting the strong and dedicated Black women in action and the majestic creatures they care for. The energy, passion, and effort of this unit is made obvious through these images and will inspire readers to look around their own surroundings for ways to care for neighboring wildlife. Graphs, diagrams, and box inserts add even more interest, and back matter includes books and websites for further reading, a pictorial glossary of the animals featured, and the NATO Phonetic Alphabet. VERDICT A fascinating, kid-friendly title on wildlife conservation that will captivate and empower elementary school readers.Booklist: Grades 1-4. Black Mambas are not only Africa’s most-feared venomous snakes but the apt name for the first women park rangers in South Africa and the first women-led anti-poaching unit in the world. Author and photographer Crull takes readers to the thick of the rangers' work in the Olifants West Nature Reserve, situated in the Greater Kruger National Park. Opening headshots of 20 rangers immediately humanize each of the women and serve as an identification guide for the book. In a few simple sentences per page, Crull describes how many of the rangers, despite living in villages around the preserve, had never actually seen its animals; how they practice rigorous survival skills; why poaching occurs; and how the rangers educate future generations. The most exhilarating parts of the book, however, follow the Black Mambas on patrol as they observe wildlife up close, search the bush for snares, look for signs of poachers, and even plan and carry out a poacher ambush—all without guns. Documenting these courageous accomplishments are thrilling, large-scale photographs of the Black Mambas in action and the animals they serve to protect. Interspersed ranger quotes, informational sidebars, related activities, and an introduction to Sepedi (the language used by the rangers) offer readers additional opportunities for engagement. A joyful tribute to these dauntless women.
978-0-06-315966-2 Danilo Was Here Burgess, Tamika ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 5 Up-It has been months since Danilo has seen or heard from his father. Going to the United States to explore new opportunities, his father leaves behind a family struggling to make ends meet. The situation gets even more desperate for Danilo's family when American forces invade Panama, forcing their displacement from a crumbling apartment to a makeshift shelter. When Danilo, a skilled baseball player, is presented with a unique opportunity to train in the U.S., he makes a call that could change his future, the fate of his family, and give him a chance to find his father. Set in Panama and the U.S. at the end of Operation Just Cause in 1990, Danilo's story is briskly paced and shines a light on the challenges of navigating family trauma, especially through the dual lenses of PTSD and microaggressions. These themes are handled with sensitivity and care, making the story accessible to a middle grade audience. Though at times the dialogue can be unnatural and the plot resolves too neatly, the story has heart and hope shines through. Highly engaging and set during events that may be unfamiliar to most readers, this is a poignant tale of resilience, family, and self-discovery. VERDICT An excellent purchase for middle grade collections looking for unique historical fiction perspectives and sports fiction.Booklist: Grades 4-7. In 1989 Panamá, middle-schooler Danilo Osorio cares for his younger sister in their dilapidated apartment while his mother works multiple jobs. Danilo’s family hasn’t received a letter or money from Papá since he left to find work in America months ago. It isn’t long until their apartment building is condemned and his family is sent to a refugee camp. When a baseball recruiter shows interest in Danilo’s talents on the field, Danilo accepts an offer to join a baseball team in the U.S. in the hopes of reuniting with his father. In the States, Danilo encounters microaggressions from his host family, hostility from predominantly white and wealthy teammates, and gruff instruction from his coach. Burgess brings to light the 1989 U.S. invasion of Panamá, aka Operation Just Cause, which deposed Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega, and deftly explores Danilo's culture shock and the emerging signs of PTSD left from the invasion. This coming-of-age story highlights the Black Panamanian experience while touching upon an important but often glossed-over moment in history.
978-0-06-327404-4 Fowl Play Tubb, Kristin O'Donnell ES Bluebonnet Booklist: Grades 4-7. Though very much heartbroken over the death of her uncle Will, Chloe Alvarez is cheered by his parting gift to her: an African gray parrot named Charlie. Charlie provides a welcome distraction from her grief, whether by perching on Chloe’s shoulder or commanding Alexa to play music ranging from Stevie Wonder to Kiss. But when Charlie starts saying things like “homicide,” “skull,” and “cyanide,” Chloe begins to think that Uncle Will might not have died from a rare genetic disease like they thought; he just may have been murdered. Chloe launches an investigation, taking tips from her grandmother’s favorite true-crime podcast, and roping in family members to help with stakeouts and evidence collection. Many surprising things are revealed as the Alvarez clan digs for clues, and it’s an utter—and often hilarious—delight to watch them. Tubb does a wonderful job of mixing levity with the grieving process in all its complexity to ensure the narrative never becomes too heavy. While solving the murder is Chloe’s priority, she is also involved in soccer and making art in a way that adds dimension to her character. Amid the investigative antics and hustle of daily life, familial love emerges as the linchpin of the story, echoing Uncle Will’s unwavering belief that “family is wondrous,” in spite of its imperfections.Kirkus: “Grief can make your mind and your heart do weird things.” Since the untimely death of Will Calhoun, her beloved maternal uncle, due to an unspecified genetic condition, Chloe Alvarez’s world has felt muted. In his will, Chloe’s uncle leaves her Charlie, his beloved African Grey parrot who possesses a robust vocabulary and is a skillful mimic. When Charlie starts blurting out words such as homicide and cyanide, Chloe becomes convinced that something—or someone—sinister is behind Uncle Will’s sudden demise. She channels her grief into uncovering the truth of her uncle’s colorful life with help from older brother Jacob, Grammy (who loves true-crime podcasts), and Charlie himself. As Uncle Will said, “Family is wondrous”—and these folks are birds of a feather. Chloe’s lively narrative voice infuses the plucky kid detective trope with emotional range and depth. Charlie’s avian antics provide welcome comic relief, supporting a lovable, laugh-filled harmony that unites a grieving family. The winking references to classic mysteries and Charlie’s eclectic musical tastes (which are satisfied through his Alexa requests) will delight kids and adults alike. The antics of Chloe and her ragtag band of sleuths as they progress through multilayered steps on the path to realization will keep readers enthusiastically engaged. Chloe and Jacob live in Charleston, South Carolina, with their mom, whose family is cued white. A mystery unfolds within a compelling, joyful story of honoring a loved one by living in the moment. (author's note) (Mystery. 9-12)
979-87-656-6137-6 I'm a Dumbo Octopus!: A Graphic Guide to Cephalopods Lambelet, Anne ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 2-4-Grimpy, short for Grimpoteuthis, invites readers to come along on a tour of all things cephalopod. Grimpy, a dumbo octopus, is an engaging narrator, explaining amazing facts about octopuses, squids, and nautiluses. Common traits, such as saltwater environment, blue blood, and invertebrate bodies, unite the wide variety of animals in this group. "Just like the kids in your school, we don't all look alike," Grimpy comments. Illustrations capture the humor of the text like that of an octopus and a squid dressed as pirates, ready to battle, then deciding to go off "arm in arm in arm" when they realize how alike they are. Other illustrations offer diagrams of an octopus body, showing the ink sac and syphon, or the location of all nine brains. As the book progresses and Grimpy describes the amazing abilities of other animals-using tools, changing shape, color, or even skin texture-the narrator becomes certain, "I really AM just a Dumbo!" But the other cephalopods are quick to point out the remarkable things that a dumbo octopus can do that they cannot, highlighting Grimpy's own unique awesomeness. The artwork is enchanting and accessible, and a wonderful spread must be turned sideways to show the various depths that assorted cephalopods inhabit. Back matter includes a glossary, a photo of "The Real-Life Grimpy," a selected bibliography, and suggestions for further reading. VERDICT Perfect for young marine biologists, this title uses humor and fascinating facts to capture the imagination and remind readers that new discoveries are being made every day.-Booklist: Grades 2-5. For its debut, the Anne Lambelet’s Marine Life Graphic Guides recruits the cutest little narrator you ever did see: Grimpy, the dumbo octopus. Pink and shaped like a gumdrop, Grimpy (short for Grimpoteuthis) introduces an array of cephalopods, conversationally noting their defining characteristics and key science concepts. The artwork employs a muted palette of cyan, coral, and peach, and the scenes themselves playfully mix visual gags (e.g., an octopus wearing a wig as a disguise) with diagrams and fact-based renderings (e.g., a mimic octopus taking on the appearance of a venomous sea snake). As Grimpy discusses the different types of cephalopods (octopuses, squids, cuttlefish, and nautiluses) and such abilities as changing color (thanks, chromatophores!), squirting ink, squishing through tiny openings, and using tools, the darling dumbo tries their hand (er, arm?) at all these endeavors without success. Growing increasingly upset by these failures (“Isn’t there anything special about dumbos?!”), Grimpy gets a self-esteem boost from their fellow cephalos, who swim to the rescue with impressive dumbo facts. Succinct back matter includes an illustrated glossary, a photo of a “Real-Life Grimpy” (still cute!), a selected bibliography, and annotated further-reading list. This guide is an obvious pick for Science Comics fans, but even kids who don’t typically go for nonfiction will be delighted by the entertaining presentation of information.
978-1-662-68015-1 Introducing Sandwina: The Strongest Woman in the World! Conrad, Vicki ES Bluebonnet Booklist: Grades 1-4. It’s such a treat when a picture book’s writing and illustrations are equally matched, and Conrad and Holmes pool their talents to lift Katie Brumbach, stage name Sandwina, to heights befitting her status as the world’s strongest woman. Adopting the tone of a barker, Conrad touts Brumbach’s astonishing feats of strength while unspooling her upbringing in a large German circus family and recruitment in 1910 by Ringling Brothers. Holmes, meanwhile, replicates the lithographic style used to make twentieth- century circus posters through the use of textured paper, digital layering, and a palette primarily of cyan, goldenrod, and persimmon. Retro typefaces are also employed, and the combined effect is showstopping. While Brumbach was deemed the world’s strongest woman, the text frequently points out that she routinely challenged and defeated men in strength contests—it’s even rumored that she took the name Sandwina after unseating Eugen Sandow from his world’s-strongest-man throne. If balancing an upright piano (and its pianist) on her back or hoisting an occupied two-seater bicycle above her head weren’t accomplishment enough, Brumbach was also a strong advocate for women’s rights, embracing her unconventionally tall, muscular physique and fighting for women’s suffrage. Enriching back matter touches on the creators’ inspirations while also offering archival photos, extended biographical notes, a list of strong women in history, a time line, and a selected biography. Spectacular!Kirkus: Meet pioneering strongwoman Katie Sandwina. Opening on a daring (but possibly apocryphal) tale of Katie outlifting strongman Eugen Sandow, the narrative quickly immerses readers in this female athlete’s life. Born in 1884 to a performing family in Essen, Germany, Katie staged her “first hefty stunt” at only 2: “a perfect handstand on Papa’s outstretched palm!” She grew into a teenager with “legs as thick as tree trunks.” Katie performed tirelessly until she attained her big break, headlining the Ringling Big Top Circus. Though she wowed audiences with her astounding feats of strength, Conrad passionately emphasizes that she was celebrated for her femininity, too, mothering two sons and wearing “bold costumes” that highlighted her muscles. Lengthy, somewhat sprawling backmatter (including photos, an author’s note, a bibliography, a timeline, and mini-biographies of other strongwomen) helps establish Katie’s enduring legacy. What really steals the show, however, are the striking, old-timey illustrations in a primary color palette with circus-style fonts and framing. Grainy lithograph-inspired images of vintage travel posters, ostentatious newspaper headlines, and bursts of oversize, colorfully garish text create the feeling of spectacle. Images meld perfectly with text, including on a dynamic page showing Katie juggling cannonballs, depicting symbols of her desires for domestic life and showbiz success. In this dazzling introduction, an extraordinary woman takes her rightful place back in the spotlight. (Picture-book biography. 7-11)
978-0-316-29570-3 Invisible Parade Bardugo, Leigh and Picacio, JohnES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 2-5-A heartfelt journey through grief, memory, and celebration. Centered on young Cala, the story unfolds during the Day of the Dead as she grapples with the recent loss of her grandfather. What begins as a somber walk through her family's offerings and traditions transforms into a magical and emotional voyage, guided by four symbolic horsemen. Each encounter offers Cala a profound moral lesson-not just about death, but about what it means to live, to feel, and to remember. Bardugo weaves family ritual, food, and decor into a narrative that highlights the essential role of community and tradition in the healing process. The use of motifs such as skeletons lends authenticity and beauty to Cala's inner and outer worlds, reinforcing the message that celebration and sorrow are often entwined. Illustrations elevate the story further. With richly saturated colors (so much so in some scenes that text readability may be a challenge for newer readers) and expressive detail, the artwork captures the complexity of Cala's emotions, from loneliness to connection. Shadows and bursts of color visually echo her transformation, emphasizing that while grief can feel isolating, love and memory tether us to the living and the departed alike. VERDICT A touching and visually stunning picture book that honors the depth of loss while celebrating the enduring power of family, tradition, and remembrance.Booklist: Grades K-3. Cala is in no mood for celebration. Without her grandfather, she’s downtrodden, moving from task to task “fast, fast, eyes on the ground.” As she moves about the festive day, she encounters distinct moments—colliding with an ill woman and returning her handkerchief, her mama offering coins to a hungry homeless person, her siblings arguing over painted sugar skulls and Grandfather’s favorite songs, and her papa’s ofrenda assembly. That evening, a distracted Cala observes others celebrating Día de los Muertos and is accidentally separated from her family. Alone and concerned, she happens upon a spirit—a sickly skeleton atop a slimy horse—who helps start her journey back to her family. Three more horsemen appear to her (a hungry, bony rider; a grumpy, argumentative rider; and a quiet, contemplative rider), and each speaks to the events of the day, noting that they are always around but serve a greater purpose than the discourse they cause. Cala recognizes the last rider as Death, the proprietor of the evening festivities, and as Death guides her back, she reflects on her own grief and finds gratitude for the riders and the role they play. Distinct, colorful graphite spreads and spirited gatefolds present the cultural pieces of the celebration with dignity and love, and Cala’s charming skeleton jumpsuit and red scarf (inherited from Grandfather) help distinguish her throughout detailed pages. Bardugo and Picacio have crafted an understated masterclass in processing grief through culture.
978-0-525-57904-5 Library of Unruly Treasures Birdsall, Jeanne ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 4-6-Two wonderful surprises await 11-year-old Gwen when her neglectful, divorced parents ship her off to Massachusetts to stay with never-before-seen Great-Uncle Matthew for two weeks: one, it will be her first experience of living in a stable home with a loving adult devoted to her happiness. The second is the existence of the Lahdukan, small-winged creatures with blue hair, who only children can see and live in the local public library. Their ancient prophecies name Gwen as their next Qalba, a leader destined to find them a new home in Boston's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and reunite two long-separated Lahdukan clans. Cautiously, Gwen accepts the challenge, and her magical hero's quest begins. Birdsall's writing, stellar as always, captivates with rich vocabulary, memorable characters, and sly humor as it weaves a convincing web between Gwen's real and enchanted worlds. The fantastical spell continues through the back matter that includes a pronunciation guide for Lahdukan terms but not their rituals as, "it would be dangerous for a regular person to say them correctly." An author's note uses the novel's characters to convey facts about the Gardner Museum, its history, and an infamous 1990 robbery. Phelan's illustrations add delicate charm and depict Gwen and Uncle Matthew as white. VERDICT Birdsall is so adept at magical realism that after finishing this book, readers will likely keep an eye out for fairylike creatures the next time they visit a museum or library. An essential purchase for all middle grade collections.Booklist: Grades 4-6. Eleven-year-old Gwen’s parents have let her down so consistently that when she learns that they’ll be sending her off to spend two weeks with a great-uncle she has never met, her reaction is not discomfort or dread but joy. Uncle Matthew proves to be everything that she has hoped for: a good-natured, kind, welcoming relative who is supportive of his niece and the choices she makes. When he learns that she has befriended a mysterious clan of tiny winged people called the Lahdukan at the local public library, he takes it as a sign that she is special, because most children her age can no longer see these magical folk. Gwen, who has agreed to help them merge with a nearby clan, risks her life to ensure that all will go well for them. Gwen is highly respected and even revered by the Lahdukan, whose complex society, traditions, and personal backstories are gradually revealed within the narrative. The present-day American settings tend to make the tale’s supernatural elements more believable. Phelan’s sensitive black-and-white illustrations offer occasional glimpses of the characters. Best known as the author of the Penderwicks series, Birdsall creates a well-paced, original story with intriguing characters and intertwined threads of reality and magic.
978-0-593-17700-6 Lola Valenti, Karla Arenas ES Bluebonnet SLJ Xpress: Gr 4-7-In this wonderfully woven tale, a sister's love is all that stands between the "Stillness" and her brother. Lola and Alex have grown up in a house with a magical tree at its center. With the magical tree comes things that cannot be explained, like flowers that bloom only at certain times of the year and Lola's ability to see the creatures who tend to the tree. One day, Lola and Alex notice a gray patch spreading on the tree and the plants around it. Then the worst happens when Lola sees the same gray patch on Alex. Lola and Cualli, one of the magical creatures called the chaneques, are told they must travel to Floresta, where the magical tree came from, and heal it from there. But with a queen who cannot let go, this is not as easy as it seems. Will Lola be able to save the tree and her brother? With the story set in Mexico City, readers can feel the vibrance of Mexican culture coming off the pages. Between the descriptions of the magical world, as well as the artwork throughout, readers will be taken on the adventure right alongside Lola. Each character is complex and adds their own light to the story. Readers will be lining up to get this book. VERDICT A must-read for all upper elementary and middle school fantasy fans.-Booklist: Grades 4-7. Lola loves her magical house in Mexico City, home to her close-knit family, piles of plants, otherworldly inhabitants (visible only to her), and a fantastical tree that blooms with improbable flowers. But something is amiss in her beautiful abode: deathly splotches have appeared on the foliage, and a similar ashy smudge is spreading on her brother’s neck. It seems something is sapping the life out of the tree and her sibling, and she wonders if it all springs from "The Thing That Happened" not long ago. Her brother was haunted by despair then, but with Lola’s help, Alex seemed to be getting better. Why the sudden shift? With the help of sympathetic chaneques who watch over the property, Lola finds herself in the in the magical realm of Floresta, the source of the tree’s vitality, and she has to quickly solve the mystery of the spreading darkness if there’s any hope of saving Floresta, her beloved brother, and their magnificent home. The terrifically transporting tale is brimming with lush descriptions, intriguing Mexican folklore, creative world building, and compassionate characters. Thoughtful discussions of depression, grief, and the inevitability of change are particularly appreciated, and the tender sibling relationship grounds the fantastical proceedings beautifully. A risky last-minute reveal pays off and adds additional depth to an already stellar story. A truly enchanting adventure that both enthralls and entertains.
978-1-665-94298-0 Saved by the Smell Lerner, Jarrett ES Bluebonnet SLJ: K-Gr 3-Ari's life is pretty ordinary-school, video games, and hanging out with his pet turtle, Fred. The one exception? His mom is a mad scientist! When an explosion from her latest experiment shakes the house, Ari cautiously investigates, only to find her in the basement surrounded by smelly piles of laundry. Their washing machine is broken, and with no clean clothes left, her solution is anything but ordinary: travel back in time to when their clothes were clean, grab them, and return. Naturally, things go wrong, landing them in the Cretaceous period and face-to-face with a hungry dinosaur. Thankfully, Ari's stink is so bad it sends the dinosaur running, allowing them to return to the present-where his mom finally agrees to borrow the neighbor's washer. The story starts a bit slow, as much of the first few chapters are devoted to setting up Ari's world and introducing secondary characters like the neighbor, whose relevance isn't clear until the very end. Once the time-traveling antics begin, however, the pace picks up, delivering plenty of laughs, especially with the absurdity of a dinosaur fleeing from bad body odor. Simple, monochromatic illustrations scattered throughout the text add charm without distracting from the story. VERDICT A fun, quirky read that will entertain young readers. The series promises more zany adventures, making this a solid choice for most collections.Booklist: Grades 1-4. Ari Fingerman's unconventional single mom's dedication to concocting labor-saving devices can really lead her astray. Why, she argues, get a washing machine for the household’s towering heap of stinky clothes when her newly fashioned time portal will make it easy to fetch them from the past before they were worn? The fact that Ari’s T-shirt is smelly enough to drive off a hungry dinosaur when calibration issues temporarily send him—with his mother and his pet turtle, Fred—back to the Cretaceous Period may be lucky, but it really highlights the urgency of the laundry problem. Fortunately, Lerner provides a solution in Mr. Jakes, a solitary neighbor with an obvious crush on Ari’s mom. He not only happily hauls off all the disgusting duds to his own laundry room but dishes up delectable oatmeal-raisin cookies to boot. (Looks like a keeper!) Less-practiced readers will appreciate the short chapters, widely spaced narrative lines, and sketchy cartoon spot drawings; the mix of gross and sly tongue-in-cheek humor in this projected series kickoff lends broader appeal.
978-0-593-65163-6 Speak Up, Santiago! Anta, Julio ES Bluebonnet SLJ: Gr 3-7-Santi is spending a month with his abuela during the summer in an effort to improve his Spanish. Abuela Emma, who speaks more Spanish than English, has high expectations for Santi to learn as much as possible in his time with her. Santi has tremendous anxiety about his Spanish and his inability to speak but understands fluently. He is lucky enough to immediately make friends with four local kids who invite him to play in a soccer tournament. When Santi realizes Abuela lives in a Latin American community where everyone speaks Spanish, he loses what little confidence he had in his language skills and turns inward rather than toward family and friends. The story's outcome is heartwarming and hopeful, opening the door for the next installment in the series. Young readers will recognize and sympathize with Santi's insecurity and frustrations, and this graphic novel might serve as a mirror for students who feel caught between cultural expectations. Mendez's artwork is engaging and expressive, especially in the essential flashback panels showing Santi's treatment by some students back home. VERDICT An enjoyable story about learning Spanish and much more, this first installment in the "Hillside Valley" series is a perfect addition graphic novel collections.Booklist: Grades 4-8. This first installment of the Hillside Valley graphic novel series focuses on Santiago, a newcomer to a small Latin American community. Despite Santiago’s parents intending to raise him bilingual, he didn’t start learning Spanish until the fifth grade, and a summer with Abuela Emma seems like the perfect opportunity to improve his fluency and strengthen their bond. But Santiago faces frustration and shame as he struggles to keep up with the fluent adults around him, even sometimes wondering if he is less Colombian because Spanish is not his first language. His struggle is effectively conveyed in the artwork with partially scribbled-out speech bubbles indicating Santiago's confusion. The vibrant, realistic art captures familiar scenes of neighborhood parties, cooking with Abuela, and waking up on Sunday morning to music, and the community features a wide range of Latin American cultures, with characters coming from other countries in Central and South America. A love note to bilingual kids, this story empowers them to feel secure in their identities and the bond of family and community.
978-1-623-54487-4 Wanda Hears the Stars: A Blind Astronomer Listens to the UniverseHansen, Amy S. and Merced, Wanda DÃ�azES Bluebonnet SLJ Xpress: Gr 2-5-This picture book biography with STEM connections and disability representation shares the fascinating story of astronomer Wanda Díaz Merced. Growing up in Puerto Rico, Díaz Merced was fascinated by the stars and chased her dream to study them all the way to college. But when she began losing her eyesight due to diabetes, she had to find a new way to see what she had dedicated her whole life to. Not one to give up when faced with a challenge, Díaz Merced threw herself into the field of sonification, where numerical astronomic datasets are turned into sound, revealing new insights into celestial activity. Mendoza's whimsical illustrations amplify the themes of magic and discovery surrounding Díaz Merced's work. Thorough back matter is available in both the English and Spanish versions, including notes from both authors, information about the scientific concepts discussed, a time line of Díaz Merced's career, and sources for further reading. VERDICT Readers will walk away inspired by the world around them and Díaz Merced's creativity and determination. Recommended for all libraries.Booklist: Grades 1-4. This picture-book biography traces the struggle and triumph of a little girl who kept searching until she found a new path to viewing the stars. Today, Merced is a world-renowned astrophysicist and advocate for inclusivity in science, but as a child, she never saw stars at all, as the rain-forest canopy in Puerto Rico, where she grew up, obscured her view. When Merced was nine, on a fishing trip with her father, she saw stars for the first time, as well as a meteor shower. This was the revelation—brilliantly conveyed by Mendoza through pointy stars and streams of color—that transformed Merced’s life, leading her to study physics. After Merced lost her sight as a college student, she learned that she could access the stars by tuning into radio waves in space, allowing her to hear what she couldn’t see, part of the process of sonification, explained clearly and compellingly in the text. The digital illustrations, with their startling images of light and dark, enhance the theme. “A Note from Wanda” at book’s end includes her rallying cry, “Science is for everyone!”
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ISBN TITLE AUTHOR ES/MS/HS Notes Review #1 Review #2
978-1-547-60999-4 Don't Hate the Player Nedd, Alexis MS 7-12 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 04/01/21, How long can Emilia Romero keep up her charade?At Hillford West, her Pennsylvania high school, Emilia is a savvy junior set on living up to her hardworking Puerto Rican parents' high expectations. At night, she is a heavyweight gamer losing sleep doing what she actually wants to do: kicking serious offensive butt in Guardians League Online, a team-based, multiplayer shooting game. When the chance at winning glory-and $200,000-in an amateur GLO tournament to be held in a new esports stadium proves too tempting, Emilia risks revealing her true identity in order to play with the notoriously ruthless Team Fury. Meanwhile, Jake Hooper is a sensitive, emotionally aware White gamer who bonded with Emilia over an arcade game during a fourth grade birthday party and has never forgotten her. When their paths cross again at the GLO tournament, where Jake is also a competitor, their seemingly opposite lives become deeply intertwined. In this delightfully entertaining romance, Nedd covers an impressive range of topics with a rare combination of hilarity, sarcasm, and sincerity: toxic masculinity, doxxing, gaming culture wars, the pressure cooker of Latinx parenting, and, yes, love. Gamers and nongamers alike will squeal, cheer, and boo in this page-turner in which the high-stakes action within the tournament mixes perfectly with the vulnerable blossoming of Emilia and Jake's relationship.A sure winner. (Romance. 13-18)ALA Booklist, 04/28/22, Emilia Romero has good grades, excellent extracurriculars, and a boyfriend everyone drools over. But these are a cover for her secret passion: Guardians League Online, the premier multiplayer online battle arena game. As a member of Team Fury, she's poised to become a rarity: an elite female gamer in a male-dominated space long as her parents and friends never find out. Enter new student Jake, a long-lost childhood friend who is also a high-level GLO player. Emilia scrambles to prevent Jake from spilling the beans about her online alter ego, inadvertently falling in love with him in the process. Told mainly by Emilia with occasional POV shifts to Jake, this is a lively game-infused romance. Nedd has the lingo of online e-sports down pat, giving the game and its players an authenticity that many other gaming-oriented YA books lack. Moreover, Nedd ably uses gaming to slice through many topics relevant to today's teens, such as racism and sexism. Gamers looking for a fun, relatable story with depth and heart should absolutely give this book a read
978-0-06-331159-6 Girls of Skylark Lane Benway, Robin MS 4-7 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Softball, sisterhood, social commentary, and a natural disaster come together in this contemporary middle-grade novelTwin sisters Jac and Aggie move with their dad and papa (and pet rat, Jack) from San Francisco to Los Angeles. As they adapt to their new home and adjust to seventh grade, they befriend a rambunctious group of girls who run a gender-inclusive softball team; one member is trans and was excluded from other teams. The team practices regularly, and over time, its members grow emotionally and go through puberty even as they face assorted challenges and support one another both on and off the field. The well-developed, spirited, and diverse cast of characters is reminiscent of those in the filmA League of Their Own. The narrative, told in the siblings' alternating third-person perspectives, contrasts easygoing Jac with anxious Aggie, allowing both of their distinct voices to shine and reflecting the unique struggles and complexities of growing up with (and potentially apart from) a twin. When a wildfire forces a neighborhood evacuation and destroys property, the players organize a fundraiser to support those affected. Benway weaves themes of teamwork, solidarity, gender equity, and empowerment throughout ("nobody breaks up our team," says Jac) in a way that's never overtly didactic. The twins present white.A heartwarming, richly told coming-of-age story that radiates humor and care.(Fiction. 8-12)ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Aggie and Jac, 12-year-old twins from San Francisco, begin their new life in Los Angeles with equal parts thrill and chill. Jac has her outfit and new aura planned out, while Aggie dreads everything from homework to homeroom. Before Jac can even reapply her lip gloss, Aggie makes a friend, and both twins are recruited to join the neighborhood softball team. While this ragtag team of girls practice on the regular, they rarely ever play, as drama from each of their lives gets in the way. Not that this bothers Jac: she only wanted to say hi to the neighbor friend's cute brother, even if it means hiding a few things from her sister. While dialogue about social awareness feels somewhat undermined by the relative lack of diversity among the majority white characters, the large cast and constant turning of events make it easy to get lost in the pages of this slice-of-life tale about sisterly love.
978-0-593-69814-3 On Thin Ice Kim, Jessica MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, Phoebe and Dex, 12-year-old fraternal twins growing up in a Korean American household, have grown apart since their father's death two years ago. Neither of them wants to talk about missing Dad, but each seems somewhat unstable and unsure of moving forward without him. Dex focuses on playing the prankster among his buddies and making the All-Star ice-hockey team, while Phoebe's goal is to win an upcoming pairs figure-skating competition. When Phoebe's skating partner is injured and unable to carry on, Mom decrees that Dex must take his place. Neither twin is happy about the arrangement, but they agree. When their figure-skating coach encourages them to express their emotions through their movements, they respond in ways that help them mature as individuals and family members. A poet, a former fourth- and fifth-grade teacher, and the author of Stand Up, Yumi Chung! (2020) and Make a Move, Sunny Park! (2023), Kim narrates as Phoebe or Dex in alternating chapters. Written with clarity and finesse, this middle-grade novel features well-developed characters, realistic dilemmas, and a satisfying conclusion.School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Told in alternating voices, Kim's tender novel captures life through the eyes of 12-year-old fraternal twins Phoebe and Dex, who are reeling from their father's devastating death from cancer. Now the twins and their mother hide their grief from one another and themselves. Perfectionist Phoebe uses figure skating and competition as an escape; but when her pairs partner is injured, her chances of advancing in the standings are gone. Her brother Dex escapes by playing video games and ice hockey. He's a standout player on his team, but the coach cuts him due to his attitude. Dex is livid and hurt and feels like a failure; he can't be ""the man of the family"" if he continues like this. With competitive skating out of the picture, the twins are at loose ends until their mother suggests the twins compete as pairs partners. Dex already knows how to skate. It should be easy, but hockey is very different from figure skating, and the twins' opposing personalities clash. Readers will be rooting for these siblings to repair their strained relationship on and off the ice. The tween banter is spot-on and believable, and readers are sure to empathize with the twins. This novel will be a hit for fans of of E.L. Shen's The Comeback and Gail Nall's Breaking the Ice . VERDICT A resonant novel about sports and sibling relationships in the face of grief; recommended for realistic fiction collections. Pamela Thompson McLeod
978-1-335-00993-7 Run Like a Girl Egbe, Amaka MS 7-12 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, Unwelcome changes come at a pivotal time for one high school junior in TexasChidera Edwards has always had two constants in her life: track and her mother, a Black woman from Louisiana. So she's scared and upset when her mother, who's weathering a serious financial crisis, sends her to live temporarily with her Nigerian immigrant father halfway through the school year-the very same neglectful father Dera has barely seen since her parents got divorced when she was 6. On top of that, her new school may have more funds than her old one, but they don't have a girls' track team-and the timing couldn't be worse if she hopes to get a sports scholarship for college. Dera, aware of her Title IX rights, gains permission to train with the boys' team, but she must prove herself to them while also adapting to living with her father. One bright spot is bonding with irresistibly attractive teammate Gael Garcia, whose Afro-Colombian parents were deported. Dera also navigates encounters with a standoffish new classmate, a Black girl whom she expected to bond with, and she realizes that sometimes when we stand up for ourselves, we help others get ahead, too. The story features well-developed characters readers will cheer for and cry over. The action and emotion are balanced, as are the internal and external conflicts. Debut author Egbe's writing is exceptional, capturing the nuances of adolescence, identity, and resilience.Moving and inspirational.(Fiction. 12-18)ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Dera Edwards is happily living with her mom when she is sent to live with her emotionally closed-off Nigerian dad and attend a new school. To make matters worse, her new high school does't have a girls' track team. Determined to make it to the Olympics someday, Dera invokes Title IX and is able to train with the boys' team. Aside from the team captain, Liam, and the handsome Gael, her teammates are in no hurry to welcome her, her classmates are rude and uninviting, and her father does not seem to care about her at all. When Gael's cousin Rosalyn approaches Dera about starting a blog spotlighting Dera's accomplishments, it seems like things might be turning around at is until Dera and Gael are caught in a compromising position that may ruin all of Dera's plans. Readers will empathize with Dera's struggles to fit in at school and with her family. For her debut, Egbe crafts a coming-of-age tale with hints of romance that will have readers rooting for Dera both on and off the track.
978-0-06-334699-4 Thea and the Mischief Makers Badua, Tracy MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 12/06/24, Thea Torres is spending two weeks of summer at Junior Stunt Warrior Camp with her friends from middle school. Thea transformed into the cool, athletic kid after she transferred schools, but when her geeky ex-best friend, Evan, joins the camp and stays with her family for the summer, Thea worries that he will ruin her newfound reputation. Her problems multiply when she cuts the branch off a tree in her backyard to make an obstacle course, prompting duwendes (goblins from Filipino folklore) to threaten the ruin of her home and town if she doesn't come up with an appropriate apology in one week. As the duwendes' pranks and destruction cause more trouble for Thea, she seeks help from Evan, who is familiar with duendes (elves) from his Mexican American culture. Badua's latest novel highlights Filipino American culture and features relatable characters struggling to find acceptance and friendship as well as a deeper understanding of who they are. A magical adventure rooted in the realities of growing upKirkus Reviews, After accidentally destroying the home of magical Filipino tricksters, Thea must find a way to make amendsWith her wins in Brazilian jujitsu, Thea Torres is finally the "popular sporty kid"-she's even attending Junior Stunt Warrior summer camp with some of her cool new friends. But her self-image is threatened when she struggles with some of the obstacles and when Evan Rodriguez, a Mexican American friend from her old school who's embarrassingly clumsy and geeky, shows up. Hoping to improve her skills, Thea decides to make a practice course in her backyard. Ignoring her father's warnings about the goblinlike duwendes, Thea cuts a branch from the calamansi tree her late grandfather brought from the Philippines. That night, she's awakened by a pair of angry duwendes who are tearing apart her room. Threatening to destroy her neighborhood next, they tell Thea she has to make a ""true apology"" within seven days: She must be sincere in her ""words, heart, and offering."" As the damage escalates, Thea enlists Evan and her new friends to help. But the stresses of camp, saving her home, and keeping up her cool, fearless image might be too much. Infused with Filipino folklore and culture, this romp includes tricks, stunts, and an exploration of friendship. Thea's struggles will resonate with many readers as she wrestles with her reputation, others' expectations, and just being herself.A heartfelt and fun-filled story full of action, adventure, and mischief.(Adventure. 8-12)
978-0-06-333741-1 We Are Not Alone Bury, Katryn MS 4-7 Horn Book, 04/01/25, As Sam Kepler Greyson heads back to school for the first time after going through chemo, he's still worried about his illness -- now in remission -- and processing the loss of his best friend, Oscar, who died from brain cancer. He doesn't expect things to get better when he's paired with Cat Pellegrini for their eighth-grade California history project, especially when Cat's friends start speculating that he lied about being sick for attention. Sam becomes even more determined not to talk about his cancer -- to anyone, including his moms -- even when he starts having concerning symptoms. But Cat turns out to be the same kind of nerdy as Sam, and they connect over a favorite TV show and a passion for UFOs. With Cat's help, Sam continues the work he'd begun studying extraterrestrials with Oscar, and together they follow clues to locate the author of a mysterious article on the subject. When a health crisis puts his friendship with Cat at risk, Sam has to deal with things he'd rather avoid. The book deals honestly with conflicting emotions of some cancer survivors (including Bury, as an author's note explains) without becoming maudlin, with Sam's wry sense of humor at the core. The cancer and UFO plot threads interweave elegantly, and the book offers possibilities but no easy answers.Kirkus Reviews, After his best friend's death, a boy vows to continue their UFO investigationsThirteen-year-old Sam Kepler Greyson is dealing with "Big Things”: His Hodgkin's lymphoma is in remission, but his best friend, Oscar Padilla, recently died of brain cancer. When Sam returns to school, he's greeted with hostility-thanks to a rumor spread by "former friend, current jerk" Kevin Bellman, who claims that he lied about having cancer. Moreover, he's partnered with Cat Pellegrini-whose clique peripherally includes Kevin-for eighth grade's annual California History Project. To cope, Sam imagines Oscar giving him advice. Before his death, Oscar left Sam a message in their UFO notebook: ""We are NOT alone in the universe."" Sam finds an unlikely ally in Cat, who's secretly a fellow UFO enthusiast. As they investigate cryptic clues from a mysterious online contact, their friendship grows, and Sam finally feels like a normal kid-a welcome relief from being treated as fragile or heroic. So how can he tell Cat about Oscar-or the full story of his own cancer? And if Sam tells his moms about the bullying-or the new pain in his chest-how could life ever return to normal? While Bury, herself a cancer survivor, intricately explores Sam's conflicting emotions, Sam's occasionally wry narration and imagined banter with Oscar add levity, and his moms are heartwarmingly supportive. Sam and one of his moms are white and Jewish; his other mom is Black.A moving, humorous exploration of friendship and trust. (Fiction. 9-13)
978-1-250-39473-6 Kwame Crashes the Underworld Farmer, Craig Kofi MS 4-7 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, A grieving 12-year-old from North Carolina finds comfort, a sense of purpose, and epic adventures in the afterlifeKwame is reluctant to travel with his parents to Ghana for a celebration of the life of his beloved, sorely missed grandmother. He feels out of place there, not Ghanaian enough for his relatives. So what changes his mind? Perhaps it's meeting his grandmother as a dynamic child of about his age following an involuntary leap into the underworld of Asamando? Or learning that he carries a fragment of Asase Yaa, Mother Earth? Or it might be facing threats including a sea monster and Asase's conniving sons Tano the river god and Nansi the trickster. He also repeatedly rescues and is rescued by his game-loving, longtime bestie, Autumn Choi, who leaps intrepidly after him from the living world brandishing a sword she bought online and a fierce attitude honed by years of being bullied for being hard of hearing (the friends communicate using ASL) as well as Black and Korean. Ultimately, Kwame understands that he's American by birth but Ghanian by heritage-and that, through his connection with Asase, he's charged with everyone on Earth. Debut author Farmer tells a grand tale, funny and terrifying in turns, steeped in Ghanaian spirituality and folklore, and wrapped around themes of identity, obligation, true friendship, and devastating loss. Readers will come away admiring Kwame and the redoubtable Autumn.Heroic feats aplenty amid explorations of rich cultural and personal landscapes. (map, author's note, glossary)(Fantasy. 9-13)ALA Booklist, 03/31/25, Kwame Powell has power buried inside him that his grandmother used to tell stories about. When the goddess Asase Yaa died, she sent her sunsum (spirit) into the children born to all the guardians of her beloved creation, Earth. When Kwame's dashiki is stolen by a strange-looking monkey, he jumps into the river after it ter all, the dashiki was the only thing he had left of his grandmother, and the glowing of his birthmark only gave him more questions. He surfaces in the underworld of Asamando, home to not only the spirits of the Ghanian deceased but also demons and gods still very much alive and troubling the world above. He soon learns that his essence is a means for the gods to create a new Mother goddess that they can control, and as such, he was called to the underworld. As the last living child of the guardians, Kwame is compelled to enter the dark depths of the underworld's Eloko Forest to face the gods. Infused with Ghanian folklore and lush settings, Farmer's debut brings a hopeful twist to traditional tales of grief. Young fans of the Tristan Strong series will find this story equally appealing
978-1-250-33729-0 Jasmine Is Haunted Oshiro, Mark MS 5-9 Horn Book, 04/01/25, Ever since Papi died four years ago, a ghost haunts Jasmine Garza, but she's not sure if it's Papi's or someone else's. The ghost follows Jasmine as she moves from one apartment to another, forcing her and Mami to relocate again and again. Their latest move is to East Hollywood, where they settle into a house and Jasmine starts attending a new middle school. She joins the GSA -- which she thinks is the Gay Straight Alliance, only to discover that it is the Gay Supernatural Alliance. Jasmine confides in Bea and Jorge, the other two group members, seeking their help to rid herself of the ghost. With the assistance of Jasmine's tia Selena, her mami, and Bea's parents, who are paranormal hunters, they discover that Jasmine is a nexus for dead souls, causing the souls to gravitate toward her. Through a seance, they unearth multiple souls and a family secret and bring closure to the spirits and to Jasmine. Though the ghosts are somewhat scary throughout, the final scene is positively chilling. This captivating supernatural story offers a unique perspective on death, dying, and moving on. At its heart is the importance of family, friendship, and believing in oneself.Kirkus Reviews, Can a young teen learn to communicate with the spirit who's haunting herEver since Papi died, eighth grader Jasmine Garza, who's Mexican American, has been haunted with poltergeistlike activity that has driven her and Mami to repeatedly move around California. At Jasmine's latest school, she decides to follow Mami's suggestion to try to make a friend. Jasmine, who's queer, accepts English teacher Mx. Chen's invitation to check out the school's GSA, or Gay Supernatural Alliance. There she meets Bea Veracruz and Jorge Barrera. Once they learn Jasmine is being haunted, the pair dive into helping her rid herself of the spirit-but the spirit's activity only increases. Can Jasmine make contact before the spirit's growing darkness engulfs the whole neighborhood? At the center of this heartfelt ghost story swirls the lingering grief of those the dead leave behind, and the signal importance of family, friends, and community in ameliorating that grief. Jasmine's community is vibrant, queernormative, and multiethnic, with strong Latine representation. Spanish phrases add texture and are easily comprehensible for those who don't know the language. The complicated, layered characters all hold their own secrets, just as Jasmine holds hers-and they find the same freedom she does in letting those secrets go. The book's only drawback is some occasional unclear phrasing that at times interferes with tracking the action.A sincere, spooky, supernatural mystery with Latine roots that explores powerful bonds.(Supernatural. 9-13)
978-1-665-90450-6 Secret Dead Club Strong, Karen MS 4-7 Kirkus Reviews, After moving into her late grandmother's haunted home, a girl attempts to make friends while hiding her inherited powers as a paranormal mediumDespite her newfound anxiety over her gift following a near-fatal spectral encounter, Black seventh grader Wednesday Thomas sees and interacts with ghosts every day, everywhere she goes. These spirits include harmless wisp and guide ghosts; she tries to avoid the wicked ones-malevolent, violent shape-shifters who terrorize both the living and the dead. But Wednesday must face her fears when she's invited to join the top-secret Dead Club at school. She agrees to help new buddies Miki Okada and Danni-Lynn Porter communicate with Violet Delgado, their recently deceased friend, who appeared to them on Halloween, desperate for help. Although she's warned away from the group by estranged member Alexa Scott and unnerved by her own growing sense of dread about a sinister force watching her, Wednesday attempts to fulfill Violet's final wish with the help of her new crew. While the story, which features a racially diverse cast, includes dark and scary moments, the heavy themes are buoyed by representations of strong familial support and protective, loving friendships that endure even through conflict. Wednesday displays bravery, compassion, and creativity in overcoming both life challenges and nefarious spirits.A strongly characterized paranormal coming-of-age story that grapples with relatable issues.(Paranormal. 8-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, The last years of Alexander were not just the sordid aftermath of a once impressive career; they were in fact what made him Great, according to this beguiling biography. Historian Kousser (The Afterlives of Greek Sculpture) argues that, during Alexander’s push eastward after his defeat of the Persian empire in 330 BCE, he experienced a string of failures that tempered and matured his outlook. These included his poor handling of mutinies, conspiracies, and the deaths of beloved companions; strategic blundering in response to enemies guerilla tactics; and a brush with death on the battlefield. Kousser portrays these setbacks as feeding into Alexander’s larger struggle to terms with a world far more complicated than the one in which he was born as he traveled, and governed, farther from home than people of his era typically ventured. In so doing, Alexander gained an unprecedented glimpse of the way in which human culture varies across vast distances, which altered his political philosophy, Kousser argues; he developed a hard-won understanding of his enemies and a willingness to compromise that led to his empire’s most significant legacy, the forging of an interconnected Hellenistic world that promoted a new kind of democratic pluralism. Kousser’s novelistic account, with its emphasis on personalities and intrigues, makes for compulsive reading. The result is a fresh and propulsive take on an ancient figure who grappled with how to govern a diverse society. (July)
978-0-374-39205-5 My So-Called Family Gordon, Gia MS 4-7 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, A tough kid earns a familyTwelve-year-old Ashley Dalton, who prefers to be called Ash, has one refuge in the world: a walnut tree in the yard of her foster mother's rental house, where she lives along with her foster mother's volatile son, his girlfriend, and their baby, who shares a room with Ash. Middle school, where Ash gets bullied for being unfeminine in her clothing and appearance, is scary and threatening. And then, making things worse, her new social studies teacher assigns the class to draw family trees. Ash's past is no one's business but her own. Eventually, with the help of her friends Gentry Noble (a gentle boy who's lost his own mother) and Joss Cruz (a supremely cool girl who's also concealing family secrets)-along with adults who listen to Ash, appreciate her talents, and ask the students to consider what they don't know-she finds the courage to confide in a teacher and her friends about the trouble she's in. Gordon's middle-grade debut is gritty, messy, and honest, with complex, nuanced characters navigating a realistically complex world that includes abuse, drug use, and homophobia. Ash's simple request at the end- "I want to live with people who actually care about me" -feels earned, and attainable. Ash and Gentry read white, and Joss is cued Latine.A finely drawn and cleanly written story that will give readers hope. (author's note, resources)(Fiction. 10-14ALA Booklist, 12/09/24, Ash, not Ashley, does not want to do the family-tree assignment because she doesn't have a family tree. She's got a mom in prison, a dead grandma, and a series of failed foster families that never made her feel like she's engulfed in their loving branches. Her latest foster mom, Gladys, doesn't seem to care much about her, but Gladys' son, Jordan, is around more and more; he's growing angrier and angrier, and Ash knows the clock is ticking. With a new friend by her side, Ash slowly begins to open up to those around her and learn that while her life may be hard, that doesn't mean the lives of those around her are easy. A tough book that doesn't shy away from challenging families and scary nights, this debut novel allows Ash to grow not only in resilience but also her ability to rely on others once she allows her friends and teachers in. Hand to fans of Ellen Hopkins and Barbara Dee.
978-1-665-97133-1 Meet Me at Sunset Heart, Lee MS 4-7 School Library Journal, 01/30/25, HEART, Lee . Written in the Stars . ISBN 9781665971379 . ea vol: 160p. (Spotlight Sprinkles). S. & S / Simon Spotlight . May 2025. Tr. $17.99. Gr 3â€“7â€” Sweet romances for young readers. Meet Me at Sunset is a dramatic journey through Julie's "Love Plan" for her summer at the beach. It would help if she had a BFF, but that just isn't part of her blueprint. When her mom throws a wrench in the works by inviting her friend's daughter, Sophia, Julie's summer looks like it might go off the rails and her plan to win over James will be ruined. An honest look at the sensitive nature of young teens and tweens, squabbles, camaraderie, and first loves. Easy-to-digest chapters and a manageable length make this book a great fit for middle grade readers who want a light, entertaining, yet highly engaging read. Written in the Stars follows Olivia and Quinn at summer camp after the recent death of Quinn's dad. Camp Whispering Woods promises a time of normality and healing for Quinn, until Harry, the CBB (cute British boy) poses a bit of an obstacle to a "normal" summer at camp. Tender and touching, this gentle exploration of grief and first love will be an easy sell to young readers. VERDICT These titles offer a perfect opportunity for middle grade readers who want an innocent exploration of romance and crushes.One review - Continuation of Series
978-0-8234-5697-0 Rabbit Rabbit Butler, Dori Hillestad and Bacon, Sunshine MS 6-8 ALA Booklist, Life rarely dishes out problems one at a time. Butler and Bacon lean into this inconvenient truth in their dual-perspective novel, putting the complexities and messiness of family dynamics and social discord on full display. Bethany (""Bee"") and Alice are 12-year-old cousins separated by geography and an unspoken family rift. A tense family gathering in Bee's Minnesota hometown reconnects the girls, who secretly continue to text after Alice's family returns to Seattle and endeavor to uncover what ""broke [their] family."" Narration alternates between the girls, sensitively revealing Bee's conservative Christian background and Alice's more-liberal, secular perspective. Both families have their own struggles, which are further compounded by the arrival of COVID-19 and the subsequent lockdown. While some might deem the novel overstuffed, it is nevertheless realistic, and it offers readers excellent opportunities for debate and meaningful discussion on a wide variety of topics, particularly in a classroom setting. Ultimately, the story's message to respectfully communicate and be open-minded regardless of one's personal beliefs is a lesson worth learningKirkus Reviews, Years after a fundamental disagreement tears their family in half, it's up to 12-year-old cousins Alice and Bee to clean up a mess that's too big for the grown-upsAlice and Bee are finally allowed the opportunity to get to know one another when they gather in Minnesota for their grandparents' anniversary party. Though they couldn't be more different, their friendship is immediate and electric. Alice has green hair, lives in liberal Seattle, loves roller derby, and is involved in social justice activism. Bee is a bookworm living in a conservative Minnesota town; her values lean on those of her Lutheran church. Their precious visit is cut short after yet another explosive family argument. This co-authored story is told from the cousins' dual perspectives. Alice and Bee uncover a painful family secret, and they have to stand up to the stubborn adults in their family and face the prospect of reopening complex wounds in order to maintain their relationship. When the Covid-19 pandemic shuts down the United States, the girls must face their differences in values head-on amid tragedies that hit both worldwide and close to home. The girls tenderly share their innermost selves with one another in conversational text message threads that deftly and realistically explore themes of sexuality, abortion, race, and identity with a light touch. Alice and Bee are white; Alice's best friend is Black, and Bee's best friend is a transracially adopted Vietnamese American girl.Relatable, age-appropriate, and more important now than ever.(Fiction. 10-14)
978-0-06-320390-7 Prophecies Begin 2 Hunter, Erin MS 4-7 School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 3-7Fireheart has led Thunderclan to victory and a time of peace and rebuilding has settled in. With Bluestar now on her final life, and suspicion of treachery placed on Tigerclaw, the wild warrior cats and their clans have much to prepare for. Some rise in ranks, their bravery proving they are ready to be hunters, while others prepare to face fallout from their decisions. What lies in the immediate future for these clans is unclear, and readers will enjoy finding out. Fans will delight in seeing their favorite characters and early series plotlines shown in such unique and vibrant colors. VERDICT Graphic novels of this long-running series will help bring these stories to a new audience.One review - Continuation of Series
978-0-06-320393-8 Prophecies Begin 3 Hunter, Erin MS 4-7 Continuation of series
978-0-593-70014-3 Light Enough to Float Seal, Lauren MS 7-12 ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Evie can't quiet the voices in her head telling her to count calories and that she's a burden on her family. After she's dropped off at a treatment hospital for eating disorders, Evie is being watched while she eats, attending therapy sessions, and feeling more alone than ever. As her treatment continues, she slowly opens herself to the people around her and accepts the help she needs. In this raw novel in verse, Evie's concern about food and taking up space is fueled by her anxiety, which also has her picking at her scalp. The story unfolds with sparse details, and while by the end Evie finds hope, things aren't wrapped up in a nice bow. Readers should proceed with caution about the sensitive and painful details shared about Evie's journey, but this could be a good pick for those wanting to understand what others are going through. An emotionally complex novel that that will stick in readers' minds.Kirkus Reviews, A girl's experience of being hospitalized with anorexia illuminates the complicated nature of treating eating disordersThis skillfully crafted verse novel follows white 14-year-old Evie, who's recently been diagnosed with ""extreme malnourishment"" due to anorexia, as she enters and completes a course of a few months of inpatient treatment. Evie is placed on a strict and steadily increasing calorie regimen, and as she improves, she meets others who are struggling with eating disorders, learning how diverse these patients' backgrounds are and how varied the presentation of their disorders can be. As Evie works through therapy and makes strides toward going home, she worries that she won't be able to maintain her progress on the outside-a not-unfounded fear, which, combined with the range of secondary characters' experiences, gives Seal the opportunity to show readers why eating disorders can be so hard to treat. The story is informed by the author's own life, lending tenderness and understanding to its insights. The spare details support strong characterization: Evie's mother's good (butÃ‚ poorly expressed) intentions and her sister's open, vulnerable conversations illustrate well how family members can hurt or help recovery efforts. Readers who are grappling with these issues may find it difficult to read about specific calorie counts as well as the explicit descriptions of dangerously familiar patterns of thought and unhealthy weight-loss strategies.A realistically complex yet hopeful account of eating disorder treatment. (author's note, resources)(Verse fiction. 13-18)
978-1-324-03090-4 Rising from the Ashes: Los Angeles, 1992. Edward Jae Song Lee, Latasha Harlins, Rodney King, and a City oYoo, Paula MS 7-12 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, An account of the 1992 Los Angeles uprising, focusing particularly on the stories of Rodney King, Latasha Harlins, and Eddie Lee.Protests erupted in Los Angeles County in April 1992, following the shocking acquittal of four police officers accused of using excessive force in brutally beating King, an unarmed Black man, during a traffic arrest in March 1991. Latasha, a 15-year-old Black girl, also died in March 1991, after being fatally shot from behind by South Korean immigrant store owner Soon Ja Du following a dispute over a bottle of orange juice. Readers get to know King as a loving father, Latasha as a poet and honor student, and Du as a wife and mother working 14-hour days without respite. With tensions already high due to Du's incredibly lenient sentencing in November 1991, violence exploded hours after the acquittal of King's attackers a few months later. Eddie Lee, an 18-year-old Korean American college student, went with friends-against his mother's wishes-to help protect Koreatown shops that were going up in flames and was shot to death, caught in the crossfire between demonstrators and store owners and becoming a symbol of the tragedy. Using scores of interviews, direct quotes, news reports, and archival photographs to sculpt this thoroughly researched history, Yoo vividly and movingly conveys the broader historical context and the many lives that were affected, shedding light on systemic challenges that continue today.A nuanced and necessary narrative. (maps, author's note, in memoriam list, endnotes, bibliography, credits, index) (Nonfiction. 12-18)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 09/22/25, Via vivid prose, Yoo (From a Whisper to a Rally) depicts the events surrounding the acquittal of the four white police officers who brutalized Black motorist Rodney King in 1992 L.A. By centering the violent attempted arrest of Black 21-year-old Marquette Frye in 1965, the author contextualizes the history of the LAPD’s racist policing and emphasizes how incidents such as King’s were not isolated. King’s case, along with the 1991 killing of Black 14-year-old Latasha Harlins, had far-reaching implications that would impact L.A.’s Black and Korean communities and led to the death of Korean 18-year-old Edward Jae Song Lee during the 1992 L.A. Riots. Tensions between the communities are equitably highlighted as Yoo outlines the system that still denies both groups basic rights by recounting details from King, Harlins, and Song Lee’s lives. Moments of solidarity are peppered throughout, as when Black residents protect a Korean-owned music stall from destruction amid societal unrest. Yoo’s message of empathy, progress, and resilience following tragedy prove resonant in this moving account that remains relevant to contemporary society, in which smartphones have replaced camcorders in individuals’ quest to expose police brutality and systemic racism. Includes abundant back matter. Ages 12-up. Agent: Tricia Lawrence, Emily Murphy Literary. (May)
978-0-06-322090-4 Greater Goal: The Epic Battle for Equal Pay in Women's Soccer-And Beyond Rusch, Elizabeth MS 7-12 Starred Review ALA Booklist, 12/01/24, Starred Review Rusch profiled a group of young people who sued the U.S. government over climate inaction in The Twenty-One (2023), and here she turns her attention to the gender wage gap, as crystalized in a suit filed by the U.S. Women's National Soccer Team over unequal pay and treatment in 2019. She begins with the foundation of women's soccer and Title IX before moving into more detail about the team's high-stakes struggle to find equality in their treatment compared to that of the U.S. Men's National Soccer Team. Rusch writes lucidly about the frustration, anger, and determination of the talented athletes who worked together in a fight that took approximately three decades, and readers will come away empowered by her presentation of the impact of collective action, especially in the closing section, ""Penalty Kicks,"" which outlines general tactics young people can use when confronting unequal pay in their own careers. While at its heart, this is an engaging account of a legal battle, there's also plenty of soccer, and for readers less familiar with the sport or the athletes, Rusch includes lists of major players, association hierarchies, and positions, along with plenty of helpful context. This accessible look at a high-interest topic is highly recommended for school and public libraries.Horn Book, 12/01/24, In tracing the battle for equal pay and equal treatment waged by the United States Women's National Team against the U.S. Soccer Federation, Rusch (The 21: The True Story of the Youth Who Sued the U.S. Government Over Climate Change, rev. 11/23) pulls off quite a feat: she keeps readers riveted by edge-of-their-seats descriptions of individual World Cup and Olympic games while educating them about gender bias, Title IX, the effects of concussion, contract negotiations, grass versus turf fields, class action lawsuits, and more. The book proceeds chronologically, from the Women's National Team's 1985 creation (with players like Julie Foudy and Mia Hamm, who were told that it was enough just to play for their country); through 1999 when the team won the World Cup (notorious for Brandi Chastain's post-win sports-bra celebration) but the women made about $15,000 apiece; to the early 2000s with the entry of players like Abby Wambaugh, Megan Rapinoe, and Alex Morgan, fierce fighters both on and off the pitch; and ultimately to 2022 when, after protracted and brave efforts, pay parity between the men's and women's national teams was finally achieved. For such a thorough and comprehensive account, the telling is remarkably lively, peppered throughout with (uncensored) quotes and memorable descriptions (Rapinoe is the ""firecracker forward with pink-dyed hair"") and filled with drama, sheroes, and villains; even granular descriptions of legal proceedings are compelling. Impressive front and back matter include a list of major characters, a diagram of a soccer field outlining basic positions, an extensive bibliography, and twenty-six pages of source notes. Index unseen.
978-1-662-62013-3 Shackled: A Tale of Wronged Kids, Rogue Judges, and a Town That Looked Away Cooper, Candy J. MS 7-12 ALA Booklist, 04/01/24, A corrupt youth justice system existed in Pennsylvania during the early 2000s. This system revolved around Mark Ciavarella, a maverick judge who imposed a brutal system of lengthy incarcerations for minor infractions (throwing a pillow at their mom) in hellish, for-profit detention centers that he partially owned. Ciavarella and his cohorts got away with unimaginable behavior for years, and investigative reporter Cooper provides accessible background information about coal-mining Pennsylvania and the blatant levels of institutional corruption that existed for decades. Hundreds of children and teens were forced to give up their right to a lawyer, went through mock trials, were incarcerated immediately, and were sent to ramshackle buildings to sleep on floors, starve, and be terrorized by older inmates. The action picks up during 2008 and an FBI investigation that led to much-needed reforms, too late for the scores of young people whose lives had been ruined. Their testimonies, and descriptions of the current restorative justice system, end the narrative. This story about peer victims will appeal to true-crime enthusiasts and socially conscious readers.Kirkus Reviews,A detailed examination of the origins and impacts of a juvenile justice scandal that rocked Pennsylvania from 1996 to 2009.Under the judicial tenure of Judge Mark Ciavarella, thousands of children in Pennsylvania's Luzerne County were shuttled into a for-profit youth prison that he had a hand in designing. Along with fellow judge Joe Conahan, personal injury lawyer Robert Powell, and commercial real estate developer Robert Mericle, Ciavarella orchestrated the imprisonment of misbehaving young people while profiting from their punishment. He followed a zero-tolerance policy, meting out the harshest sentences, no matter the crime. Under this judicial paradigm, Ciavarella funneled young people who entered his courtroom into Pennsylvania Child Care, the for-profit youth prison that was lining the conspirators' pockets. This clear and detailed account, which includes interviews with some of the victims, examines not only how this facility came into being and how its benefactors profited from the imprisonment of children but also how earlier events, such as the 1959 Knox Mine Disaster, paved the way for a culture of government corruption in Luzerne County and allowed the ""cash for kids"" scheme to happen. Well researched and concisely reported, this heart-wrenching story is presented in an easy-to-follow and appealing manner. Supporting images of various figures, places, and pieces of evidence provide thought-provoking breaks in the text that emphasize just how real this miscarriage of justice was.An informative and accessible exploration of a major prison crisis with direct relevance to youth. (author's note, source notes, index) (Nonfiction. 12-16)
978-1-592-70409-5 Johnny, the Sea, and Me Escobar, Melba and Paulson, Sara Lissa MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 03/04/25, It's a straightforward story: 10-year-old Pedro and his mom are vacationing on an island when the boy's mom tells him his father has left the family. Devastated, the boy runs away and is lost. A gruff islander, who may or may not have been a pirate, finds him, takes him in, feeds him, and gives him a place to sleep. The next morning, the islander, Johnny Tay, takes Pedro snorkeling. When they return to shore, the boy is reunited with his mother. Simple, no? Not altogether. The book is enriched by magic realism: Pedro grows when he's happy but shrinks when he's not. Johnny has a 300-year-old parrot, Victoria, who tells Pedro of Johnny's family's piratical past. And the sea is omnipresent, almost a character in itself. Originally published in Colombia, the story is beautifully told in spare language, evidencing the truth that less is more. Pedro and Johnny are well-developed characters, and their warm relationship is nicely realized. The book itself, beautifully designed, is enriched by lovely illustrations by artist Builes. A treasure for readers who love quiet storiesKirkus Reviews, Pedro is separated from his mother on a trip from BogotÃ¡ to a Caribbean island.Smallest in his class and bullied, 10-year-old Pedro is thrilled about the vacation but finds himself wondering if his father's ""business trip"" is really a permanent estrangement. Manuela and her son are so close that they can read one another's expressions, but Pedro, angry that she's concealed the truth about his father, runs away. Lost and hungry, Pedro is discovered by Johnny Tay, an elderly and irascible island dweller who lets him stay the night in his shanty. Johnny's parrot, Victoria, allegedly 300 years old, regales Pedro with firsthand accounts of the shipboard adventures of Johnny's great-grandfather's great-grandfather, a cook to pirates. During Pedro's absence, Manuela realizes that her maturing son deserves more candor and freedom. Over breakfast, Johnny says that he'll help reunite Pedro and Manuela ""in good time."" After the two of them go snorkeling and spear-fishing and enjoy a lunch of fresh red snapper, Johnny has begun to repair his motorbike just as Manuela arrives in a police truck. Made up of salient early moments in a boy's coming of age, this Colombian import contains glints of magical realism and a picaresque, albeit parrot-narrated, pirate subplot. Pedro grows and shrinks according to his emotional state, and Escobar's wry musings about treasure-is it the purported pirates' plundered gold, or the island's magnificent, prolific breadfruit tree?-sparkle like the seven-colored sea. Builes' pale, delicate illustrations add humorous touches.Lively and thought provoking. (Fiction. 7-12)
978-1-9785453-9-7 Super Tech AI Gifford, Clive MS 4-7 Non-Fiction - no reviews
978-1-9785454-8-9 Gross Tech Gifford, Clive MS 4-7 Non-Fiction - no reviews
978-1-492-69742-8 Absurd Words: A Kid's Fun and Hilarious Vocabulary Builder for Future Word Nerds Lazar, Tara MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 04/28/22, There are more than a million words in the English language, and Merriam-Webster's dictionary adds about 1,000 new words (or word forms) every year. Yet, the average person uses only about 20,000, or 2 percent, of all available words. To boost kids' vocabulary, Lazar has assembled this ""bonanza"" of words, compiled with "pizzazz." The author groups words thematically for easier comprehension, from ""topnotch"" words about being the best to a ""menagerie"" of animal-centered vocabulary to expressions of surprise that leave one ""gobsmacked."" Other subject areas feature words about journeys, sound and music, body parts, fantastic beasts, feelings, personality, villains, mysteries, and more. Enhanced with colorful digital spot art, the entries include a pronunciation guide, part(s) of speech, definition(s), a sample sentence, and synonym(s) if applicable. Color-coded sidebars offer the origin of, trivia about, and pop-culture references to some words, like the recent addition of ""hangry"" to the English language. Additional charts, such as oxymorons, anagrams, and English words borrowed from Yiddish, allow word nerds even more playful fun. HuzzahKirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A razzle-dazzle roster of locutions sufficient to warm the heartstrings of any logophile.Steering (to the disappointment, no doubt, of much of her potential audience) clear of curses and sexual slang, Lazar compiles a generous glossary of uncommon words that pack a big punch. Why, for instance, just wander around the mall when you can gallivant with a frenemy? Shop for gewgaws and gimcracks? Chow down on Frankenfood to keep from getting hangry? Digestibly, if often arbitrarily, arranged in small groups beneath broad sections like ""G.O.A.T."" for superlatives and ""All the Feels"" for expressing highs and lows, each entry comes with pronunciation, part of speech, a one-line (usually) definition, and a sample sentence. Individual notes on the cultures or languages from which borrowed selections come are hit or miss, but the author does tuck in occasional linguistic summary charts plus, more often, sidebar etymologies, usage histories, and short tallies of anagrams, eggcorns, mondegreens, and like flimflammery. As further inspiration to level up in talk and texts, she closes by inviting readers to invent their own portmanteaus or ""crashwords,"" as did that unexcelled master of neologisms Roald Dahl, and see if any stick. Mayhall's colorful and playful cartoon vignettes add to the fun and show human characters with diverse skin tones.Only fussbudgets and smellfunguses would reject this as bafflegab for sesquipedalians. (index) (Nonfiction. 9-13)
978-1-523-50554-8 Basketball: Amazing but True Stories! Barnes, Derrick MS 3-6 Kirkus Reviews, Two-time Kirkus Prize winner Barnes highlights some potentially unfamiliar records and achievements on the court.The author positively pours out facts and anecdotes about lesser known, or at least less celebrated, ""batters, buzzer-beaters, and record-breakers""-from tributes to the early barnstorming ""Black Fives"" and Wataru ""Wat"" Misaka, the NBA's first non-white player, to accounts of Scott Skiles' 30 assists in 1990 and Bernard King, who came back to finish a Hall of Fame career after shattering a knee. Despite noting that basketball is enjoyed across the world, ""from Boston to Barcelona to Beijing,"" he seldom glances overseas, and notwithstanding a nod to Title IX, the scattered accounts of the feats of women high school, collegiate, or WNBA players and teams definitely don't get equal time. Still, with contagious enthusiasm, he invites readers to marvel at trick dunks and full-court shots of the past, weird games such as the NCAA contest that ended up 258-141, and other wonders-not to mention the careers of players, coaches, and even announcers and executives from the usual marquee names to coach Pat Summitt (1,098 wins), A.C. Green (1,192 consecutive games), and 5'3"" pro Tyrone ""Muggsy"" Bogues. Even non-fans will enjoy the breathless tales of miracle comebacks Barnes dishes out on his way to a closing pep talk. The mostly brown-skinned cartoon figures in Tuya's action scenes properly underscore the narrative tone by sporting fierce game faces or appropriately amazed expressions.Fast-break fun for both students and non-students of the game. (glossary, web sites) (Nonfiction. 10-13)One review - Non-fiction
978-0-374-39261-1 Sole Survivor Ollestad, Norman and Kiely, Brendan MS 5-9 School Library Journal, 09/01/25, Gr 5-8 This riveting middle grade memoir recounts the harrowing true story of 11-year-old Norman Ollestad, who survived a plane crash in the San Gabriel Mountains during a blizzard. The coauthors weave Ollestad's childhood trauma into a gripping survival narrative, rich with flashbacks that explore themes of resilience, complicated parental love, and self-discovery. The narrative includes heart-racing scenes of ski-racing slopes and surfing Topanga's swells, along with emotional scenes like that of a boy caught between an adventurous father and a domineering stepfather. The crash sequence is cinematic in detail and pulse-pounding in intensity, yet it's Ollestad's grappling with fear, forging independence, and ultimately surviving alone that will resonate most deeply with readers. Fans of Gary Paulsen's Hatchet or Lauren Tarshis's "I Survived" series will find both kinship and catharsis here, though this memoir is uniquely poignant due to its autobiographical roots. With clean, visceral prose and thematic complexity, this book stands out as a survival story and a meditation on identity. VERDICT Highly recommended, especially for older tweens drawn to true stories of grit, growth, and survival against the odds. Tracey S. HodgesPublishers Weekly, 05/01/25, Ollestad (French Girl with Mother, for adults) and Kiely (Tradition) team up to deliver a wrenching novel based on Ollestad’s own childhood survival experience. In 1979, 11-year-old Ollestad wins a ski championship in Big Bear, Calif. Accompanied by his father and his father’s girlfriend, Sandra, the youth travels six hours back to the Palisades so he can participate in a hockey game. The next morning, Ollestad’s father charters a plane to return to Big Bear for the championship’s closing ceremonies. En route, a blizzard slams the plane into the San Gabriel Mountains, killing the pilot and Ollestad’s father and gravely injuring Sandra. Dazed and hurt, Ollestad must make his way down the mountain to seek help or risk spending the night exposed in the frigid landscape. As Ollestad descends, he ruminates on his mother’s abusive boyfriend, his having to take on a caregiver role to save Sandra, and the resentment he feels toward his fractured family: They were my parents, but not always my protectors. I had to save myself. Throughout this tale of resilience and finding the strength to weather terrifying and uncertain situations, Ollestad draws on skills he learned from skiing and surfing to survive, which the authors depict using technical sports jargon. Ages 10-14. Agent: Rob Weisbach, Rob Weisbach Creative Management. 
978-0-06-339665-4 Zed Moonstein Makes a Friend Rubin, Lance MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, In a seriocomic horror story designed to prod readers into reexamining their online habits and environments, middle-schooler Zed caps a history of social awkwardness by acquiring an increasingly codependent AI ""friend."" Seeing himself demoted from BFF to SBFF ("second-best friend forever") by formerly inseparable buddy Rishti, Zed downloads an experimental app called "MonoFriend." Soon he's texting and video chatting with a fascinating and funny new friend he names "Matt," who gets his jokes, takes his side, sends him cool gifts, and nce Zed lives in a town where the paternalistic megacorporation MonoLyth provides everyone's home AIs, smartphones, vehicles, and computers acks everything he does and says. When at last Zed, feeling smothered and uneasy, tries to delete the app, "Matt" turns out to be not only omniscient but vindictive. Inviting consideration of what it really means to live without privacy, Rubin doesn't hold back in dishing out moralistic observations both about what our near-future IT and AI overlords have in store for us and how much closer and more real friendships can be when the phones are put away.School Library Journal, 08/01/25, Gr 4-6 Zed has always had trouble making friends. He doesn't mind, since he's been BFF with Rishti since the third grade. But when she starts hanging out with another girl, Caz, in middle school, Zed feels threatened and lonely. Out of desperation, Zed steals a virtual friend app his mom is developing for her tech company, MonoLyth. Zed's new bond with virtual friend Matt seems fine until it develops dark human qualities, jealously sabotaging Zed and anyone he cares about, especially Rishti. Humor dominates Rubin's dystopian cautionary tale, softening the novel's reminders of the dangers of technology overuse, and more specifically, the risks of allowing big companies to dominate our everyday lives. Readers won't fail to notice similarities between Google/Amazon (though unnamed) and MonoLyth, which took over Zed's town, from renaming it to MonoTown to replacing schoolteachers with MonoCube-Ed devices. "You and your team gave me wings, and now I'm flyin'," is AI-generated Matt's chilling warning in a dramatic confrontation with his creator. Clever, hilarious Zed proves to be a resourceful hero, outwitting Matt”and MonoLythin a climax that moves as fast as a TikTok video and leaves room for a sequel. Supporting characters represent diverse families and ethnicities. VERDICT A timely purchase for all middle grade collections with a reassuring message kids need to hearâ€”there's life beyond your screen.Marybeth Kozikowski
978-1-662-53203-0 Biggest Fake in the Universe Rundberg, Johan and Apelqvist, Eva MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Movitz Lind is the most famous kid in Sweden. Unfortunately, it's all by accident. When Mo meets the girl of his dreams, he and his best friend decide to learn to skateboard to impress her. Nerdy by nature, Mo somehow pulls off a great trick that is caught on video and goes viral. The trouble is that he has no idea how he did it, and, when asked to replicate it on television, he finds himself forced to confess the truth. Bea, the cool girl who inspired the whole escapade and is actually good at skateboarding, forgives and kisses him, providing Mo with the courage to showcase his true talent (cooking!) for the TV show. A translated work told with frank humor in very short chapters, this will appeal to those seeking stories about falling in love for the first time. Rundberg's sporty rom-com should also resonate with fans of Dan Gutman, Kwame Alexander, and Mike Lupica.Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, How did I get here? Those words echo through the mind of 13-year-old Movits Lind (Mo for short) as he stands atop the tallest skateboard ramp in Sweden, with his parents, his crush, and a TV crew below waiting for him to dazzle them with amazing tricks. The problem? Mo has no clue what he's doing. Following this breathlessly immersive opening, Rundberg rewinds, taking readers on a highly satisfying journey as he reveals the events leading up to this moment. We learn that Mo and BFF Ruben are unathletic kids-video games and chess are where they soar-but while at a local park watching Ruben's brother skate, they meet a hip skater girl named Bea. Mo falls hard for her, and after he tries out some skating moves to impress her and her friends-and by chance performs well-a video of his performance goes viral. Now Mo has an entirely unearned reputation as a talented skater, and though he's uneasy-especially when a television company contacts him-he's reluctant to come clean to Bea. Though the skating plotline drives this narrative, originally published in Sweden, the humor and attraction lie in the quiet moments of Mo's daily life, from arguments with family members to cringe-inducing (and sweetly swoonworthy) interactions with Bea. Educators will find this an excellent read-aloud option, although the occasional Swedish word may require a little practice. Most characters present white.Delightfully told and sure to please.(Fiction. 10-12)
978-0-374-39278-9 Where Only Storms Grow Colman, Alyssa MS 5-9 School Library Journal, 07/01/25, Gr 4-8 Colman offers readers a poignant and compassionate tale of two twins surviving the 1930s Dust Bowl in Oklahoma. Joanna and Howe Stanton were once very close, but life in Oklahoma's dust bowl is difficult and as the two have grown up, they've grown apart. Joanna struggles with scoliosis and Howe struggles to keep his love of writing a secret. When their father leaves for California to keep the family farm afloat, Joanna and Howe must battle injuries, diseases, and black blizzards to stay alive. The two discover inner strength, trust, and learn both how to help others and ask for help themselves. Readers will be swept into the dusty setting of 1935 and be encouraged to grow in their understanding and empathy for people of the past. Joanna and Howe's individual and combined journeys are tastefully crafted, and the danger and adversity they face keeps the plot moving steadily, as readers, alongside characters, wonder if things will ever get better for the Stanton twins. Luckily, Ruby the chicken and the twins' teacher Miss Landis provide some much-needed humor and hope. The Stanton twins are cued white. VERDICT Those interested in the history of the Dust Bowl and tales of resilience will enjoy diving into this novel exploring a difficult and harrowing historical period. Sarah BraunIt’s 1935, and on their farm in the Oklahoma panhandle, the Stanton family is suffering amid drought and severe, ongoing dust storms. Twins Howe and Joanna, formerly close, have drifted apart. Howe dreams of poetry: Inspired by a caring schoolteacher, he wants to build a life far away. But Daddy’s always planned to pass the farm down to his boys—Howe and older brother Lou. Joanna, who’s considered fragile due to her scoliosis, adores farm life, but she’s forbidden to participate in the ways she’d like. When their father leaves for California to find work, the twins take new paths. In alternating first-person points of view, Howe and Joanna narrate their family’s difficult year. Joanna finds her calling in assisting the visiting Red Cross nurses, who are in town to help with a measles epidemic and dust-related health issues. One nurse, who also has scoliosis, provides Joanna with an example of living a useful, vital life as a disabled adult. Howe dives into his writing and is inspired by a man from the government’s Soil Erosion Service who brings hope for the rebirth of their community’s natural landscape. The historical milieu is extremely well drawn, with instances of hardship and ingenuity that will intrigue fans of survival stories. Colman’s dedication to authenticity and rich detail creates a compelling world. Main characters are cued white. An immersive look at resiliency during trying times. (author’s note) (Historical fiction. 8-12)
978-0-06-342832-4 Goalkeeper Bloor, Edward MS 4-7 Kirkus Reviews, Nearly three decades after his debut novel,Tangerine (1997), Bloor returns to Tangerine County, Florida, and his thoughtful, adaptable hero, PaulPaul is biding time at his new school until he can return to Tangerine Middle, where his soccer teammates eagerly await him. His brother, Erik, is under house arrest while their parents continue to delude themselves about Erik's trustworthiness. A new family in the development where they live is roping neighbors into supporting their store opening. Bloor's novel feels slightly overfull and disjointed, with the author exploring Paul's relationships with his Tangerine Middle crew, his friendship with a Jewish kid (whom he supports when the boy is bullied), his aging grandparents' visit to a nearby cemetery, and multiple interconnected crimes in town. As in the first book, Paul displays a firm moral compass and a loyalty to the underdog, both of which make him a sympathetic narrator. Despite his good intentions and the outsider experience he's gleaned from years of being legally blind, he's still unpacking his white, middle-class privilege, a concept his Latine friends at Tangerine Middle understand far better. Despite the novel's overstuffed plot (and a storyline that may strain credulity for some), Paul's appealing voice and the well-depicted soccer scenes combine for a propulsive read.A page-turning reunion with a well-loved character.(Fiction. 10-14)Sequel - only one review
978-1-665-93992-8 As You Wish Jones, Nashae MS 5-9 ALA Booklist, 09/22/25, When the trickster god of stories grants you three wishes, what's the worst that could happen? Birdie is on the lowest rung of the popularity ladder. While she has her best friends, Summer, Arlo, and Deve, she longs to be ""normal."" Cue her eighth-grade plan to find a boyfriend and gain the popularity she craves. When she tells Deve about this plan, it creates a riff in their friendship. All seems lost until new girl Nancy ansi, the Ghanaian trickster god of stories, in disguise fers Birdie three wishes to get what she truly desires. Birdie quickly learns that no matter the wish, there are unexpected consequences. In this magic-flecked rom-com, it's clear the path that Birdie should take, but her humor and journey of self-discovery are what keep readers engaged. The diversity of the friend group (Birdie is Black, Deve is Indian, Summer and Arlo are a LGBTQIA+ couple who cue as white) naturally incorporates a variety of perspectives into the proceedings. This fun, middle-grade offering reminds readers that what you wish for is sometimes already there.Kirkus Reviews, 09/22/25, A 13-year-old Ghanaian American girl's wish to go from weird to wonderful leads her through a web of relationship complications that she didn't bargain forBernadette ""Birdie"" Johnson-Nkrumah is a rising eighth grader with a laundry list of restrictions imposed by her overprotective mother. Her mom even used to make her wear latex gloves to school, but Birdie's father and her best friend, Deve Banerjee, offer support that helps her cope and understand her mother's anxiety. While Deve is her ""crunchy-peanut-butter friend"" (crunchy is far superior to creamy, if you ask Birdie), she worries that she's dragging him down socially. At a pool party, the friends are shocked by the sudden glow-up of the formerly dorky Ava, who's now dating a basketball player. Birdie decides that finding a boyfriend for herself and a girlfriend for Deve will help them become popular, too. But Birdie's desire to be ""normal"" causes a rift with Deve. Birdie is confused when Nancy, the new girl at school, claims that she's Anansi, the spider god of stories and knowledge, and that she owes Birdie three wishes. Birdie attempts to use them to heal her friendship with Deve, but each wish has unforeseen consequences. The appealing fantasy and humor elements drive the narrative, and the shifts and changes in Birdie and Deve's friendship over the course of the story are clever and satisfying.A delightful exploration of friendship, mental health, and first love with a touch of magic.(Fantasy. 10-14)
978-0-593-52852-5 Last Hope School for Magical Delinquents Pau Preto, Nicki MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 06/06/25, Vin Lucas is a magical misfit whose uncontrollable outbursts have gotten her booted from one sorcery school after another. She is now ter a fiery fiasco on her way to her final opportunity to get herself and her powers together at the Last Hope School for Magical Delinquents. Run by the uber-understanding but mysterious Headmistress Hope and peopled with an engaging group of highly magical students who are all at the end of their ""educational opportunities,"" Vin struggles to get a grip on herself and to learn who she can trust as someone tries to sabotage her (and her classmates') last hope. Filled with fast-paced and engaging magical mayhem, Preto's novel also dives into ideas of trust and friendship that give the story a deeper meaning that will appeal to readers who feel misunderstood or left out. The perfect book (and new series) for middle-grade readers who love series like The School for Good and Evil and Harry PotterKirkus Reviews, 06/06/25, A girl ends up at a school for magical delinquents, desperate to fit in and gain control of her powersTwelve-year-old Lavinia ""Vin"" Lucas is always in trouble. Lacking control of her magic, Vin has been expelled from multiple boarding schools for dangerous magical outbursts. With her parents off pursuing their fieldwork studies on dung beetles, Vin is sent to the Last Hope School for Magical Delinquents. Hoping this will be the place where she finally belongs, Vin is pleased to discover that the school is unlike any other: Her classmates admire her magical blunders, the headmistress encourages her to use her powers, and everyone's magic blurs the boundaries of the standard categories. Even though it seems like a fresh start, Vin is determined to behave and refuses to use her magic, instead accepting being put in level one with the younger students. But when a fire sprite appears and Vin is held responsible for spells that seemingly don't fit her powers, she starts to question whether she really is the cause of the trouble at her new school. With help from her new friends, Vin sets out to discover the truth before she's expelled again-or destroys the school. This engaging magic school story has hijinks, humor, mystery, and action. The epilogue sets up for the sequel, which readers will anticipate. Vin presents white; there's racial diversity among the secondary characters.An absorbing, mischief-filled fantasy. (magecraft categories)(Fantasy. 8-12)
978-1-665-93254-7 Sherlock Society Ponti, James MS 4-7 School Library Journal Starred Review, 11/01/24, Gr 3-7 Twelve-year-old Alex and his older sister Zoe, along with Grandpa Sherlock, are floating in the ocean after a dramatic escape from an exploding boat. This gripping start sets the tone for a summer of twists and turns. What begins as a simple summer job quickly spirals into a quest for Al Capone's buried treasure, blending historical intrigue with contemporary adventure. Set against the vibrant backdrop of Miami, the narrative unfolds through Alex's first-person perspective, allowing readers to experience the thrill of the hunt alongside him. Joining Alex and Zoe on their quest are friends Yadi and Lina, who bring their unique skills and perspectives. Together, they form a dynamic team, showcasing the power of friendship and collaboration as they navigate challenges and unravel clues. The quest takes them all over the city, interviewing old acquaintances of Al Capone, each encounter revealing tidbits of history and adding depth to their investigation. Grandpa Sherlock's old journalist notes are a catalyst for their treasure hunt, connecting the past with the present. Ponti skillfully weaves humor and suspense; the characters are relatable and engaging. The pacing is brisk, while the rich descriptions of Miami's coastal landscape immerse readers in the setting. This story is particularly great for tweens interested in unsolved mysteries and digging into history, encouraging them to explore the past while enjoying a thrilling narrative. VERDICT A must-read; Ponti has crafted a delightful tale that combines humor, history, and heart into one captivating adventure.Haley AmendtKirkus Reviews, Toxic waste dumped in the Everglades gives a quartet of middle school sleuths their first caseLeading Carl Hiaasen fans over familiar ground, Ponti pitches 12-year-old Alex Sherlock and his 13-year-old sister, Zoe, with school friends Lina and Yadi as sidekicks, into a summer caper. It all begins with the hunt for a supposed fortune buried decades ago by Al Capone, culminates in a narrow escape from an exploding yacht, and ultimately exposes a smooth-talking bad actor shady enough to bring in even federal authorities. As the kids' live-in Grandpa, a retired investigative reporter, delivers pointers on how to conduct interviews and sift evidence while grandly driving them around South Florida in his classic Cadillac, Roberta, the budding detectives display sharp wits, eyes, and negotiating skills. The last come in particularly useful when they're dealing with their lawyer, who's also their mom. Both the plot and the chain of evidence take logical courses, and since Dad is a marine biologist and Lina's a recent transplant from Wyoming, Ponti is able to use their dialogue to highlight the local culture and larger ecological issues. Main characters present white, apart from tech wiz Yadi, who is cued Latine.An environmental mystery featuring lots of clever detecting, a bit of danger, and real felonies to investigate.(Mystery. 9-13)
978-1-631-63918-0 Joey the Good Fry, Erin MS 4-7 Kirkus Reviews, A boy who's ready to spend the summer after seventh grade watching soccer and cooking with his nonna embarks on a wilderness adventureEver since Nonno's death two years ago during a fishing trip with Joey and his older cousin, Leo, Joey has struggled to enjoy the outdoors like he used to. But now Leo is coming to California for a visit, and he wants Joey to climb Mount Whitney with him on what would have been Nonno's 75th birthday. Popular, beloved Leo is seemingly good at everything from attracting girls to feats of athleticism. He also, to Joey's surprise, has been diagnosed with relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis, and he wants to conquer this bucket list item before the disease progresses. The pair face grueling training, their shared grief, and Leo's overdoing it when he needs to be mindful of his health. All the while, the cousins must lean on each other. Joey is a strong first-person narrator. He's hobbled by the guilt surrounding the circumstances of Nonno's death and insecurity over being out of shape, but he blossoms through hiking and rediscovers his natural, likable warmth via new friendships. Leo is a well-rounded character, not simply a prop for Joey's story, but while the close, fraught bond between the cousins is realistic, Leo's illness is somewhat vaguely portrayed, primarily through Joey's eyes. The Italian American family's culture is woven into their lives.A strongly characterized examination of healing familial reconnection. (author's note, discussion guide, further resources)(Fiction. 10-14)Publishers Weekly, Date Unavailable, Twelve-year-old Joey’s plans to be a movie- and soccer-watching couch king during summer break are shattered by the arrival of his aggravatingly perfect and athletic 17-year-old cousin Leo. Being around Leo means being constantly reminded of the sudden death of their beloved Italian-born grandfather, Nonno, two years ago, an event that spurred Leo to pursue lofty goals while Joey froze, blaming himself for Nonno’s death. Joey’s resentment skyrockets when Leo asks, and Joey’s mother requires, that Joey spend the summer hiking around Southern California as training for a difficult 22-mile trek on what would have been Nonno’s birthday. Even as Joey grudgingly befriends fellow hikers and starts to enjoy the activity he ponders the real reason behind Leo’s request that Joey accompany him and wonders how to be of help.
978-0-593-85741-0 So over Sharing Weissman, Elissa Brent MS 5-9 Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Starred Review Seventh-graders Willow and Hadley navigate being the daughters of momfluencers in this thoughtful, gripping, and heart-wrenching exploration of the perils of social media and fraught friendships. After connecting at a conference, Willow and Hadley begin the new school year with a secret: a private Instagram account where they reveal the truth behind their moms' fake and filtered posts about their lives. Hadley's year gets off to a rough start when she's taken in by a group of eighth graders obsessed with who her mom might be online, and Hadley doesn't want them to realize how much her mom embarrasses her for views. Meanwhile, Willow battles feelings of inadequacy as her true personality clashes with the family's online ""brand"" and her mom's promise to quit influencing seems to get further and further away. Deeply rooted in modern middle-school culture, resonant with the online experiences of so many tweens, and paced perfectly, this is a must-read for every kid who has dreamed of being an influencer and a great discussion starter about privacy and sharing online. Recommend to readers of character-driven novels and younger fans of A. S. King's Reality Boy (2013)Kirkus Reviews, Tired of being used as content for their social media influencer mothers, two girls rebelTwelve-year-old Hadley recently moved from Brooklyn to Long Island, and she just wants everything at her new school to go smoothly, without anyone finding out about her momfluencer mother's blog,PhoebeAndJay. She meets Willow, also 12, at a content creator's convention, and they bond instantly: Both their mothers are obsessed with sharing their families' lives online. The girls create a private Instagram account they call @WeAreNOT_Content, which becomes a safe haven where they post about the fake lives their mothers portray online and the stress that creates in their young lives. While Hadley falls in with popular girls in her new school and Willow struggles with her family overlooking things that matter to her, the tension builds for the tweens-until Hadley makes a rash decision that leads to chaos. Each family must forge a path that's right for them: Will they respect each member's fundamental integrity and not see them solely as sources of social media content? Alternating chapters narrated by each girl feature crisp dialogue and real emotion, bringing these two likable protagonists to life. Weissman presents her message in a balanced, clear-eyed, and thought-provoking way; readers will be rooting for Hadley and Willow, who read white, to find normality, peace, and connection.A timely and provocative exploration of the impact of social media on teens, families, and society.(Fiction. 10-14)
978-0-316-54868-7 Singular Life of Aria Patel Ahmed, Samira MS 7-12 ALA Booklist, 09/12/25, Slipping through the multiverse every few days has become standard for Aria Patel til she gets stuck in one of the many universes not her own. Accustomed to imitating other drastically different Aria Patels for short periods of time, the teen finds herself simultaneously struggling to return to her prime universe and settling into the life of the current Aria as days stretch into weeks. Although the rapid-fire exposition initially makes sense as Aria flits between universes, it effectively stalls both the plot and character development for long enough that only patient readers will remain engaged. There are poignant moments as Aria fights to reunite with her world, capped with a rewarding epilogue, but the stretches in between display a lack of overall character depth. Still, the premise itself is ultimately portrayed with appropriate complexity, posing questions around what makes a person who they are that introspective teens will find interesting. As a whole, Aria's story is an addition to the body of recent multiverse fiction that will likely satisfy soft sf fansKirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A Chicago teen must find her way home after being thrown into a succession of universesAria Patel loves physics: Unlike relationships, it's data-driven, not emotional and capricious. Aria, who constantly catastrophizes, recently dumped her boyfriend, Rohan, pre-emptively avoiding any problems before they leave for college. Racing off on her moped one day, panicking over her widowed mother's sudden health emergency, Aria sees a truck crash into the car her mother is driving to the ER. Aria blacks out and wakes up in front of a strange house, wearing different clothes. Her mom is there-but she's not her usual self. Aria experiences a series of different lives before getting stuck in one for some time. She enjoys this latest world-her dad is alive, she has an adorable little sister, and there's an undeniable attraction between her and this Rohan-but she's desperate to get back to her original life to save her mom. Aria, whose Muslim family is cued Indian American, realizes that stabbing headaches, Rohan, and a poem entitled ""To Be or Not To Be 2.0"" are commonalities in every existence. She uses these clues to try to bend space-time and return home. The rush of the multiple universes and scientific mystery-solving brings excitement to this well-paced story, counteracting Aria's anxious perseveration, and the romantic storyline is sweet.A heart-pounding coming-of-age story of a girl trapped in the whirl of a ""multiversal tornado.""(Speculative fiction. 12-18
978-0-593-69806-8 Dark Times of Nimble Nottingham Black, Ryan James MS 5-9 Twelve-year-old Jack “Nim” Nottingham, a rootless foundling, braves the terrors of the London Blitz to take on an ancient, soul-eating shadow. In his debut, Black conjures a properly terrifying night monster that attracts crawly insects, reptiles, and arachnids in droves and drops like a gooey shroud from above to leave gross boils on its gradually dying victims. Having inadvertently released it in the course of a foraging expedition in a bombed-out London mansion and seen its effect on a swelling number of the stricken, including his beloved dog, Winnie, orphanage escapee Nim desperately sets out to destroy the creature. The author anchors his tale in Nim’s inner journey from stubbornly solitary lone wolf to eventually finding a home amid a circle of friends and allies. Though the Blitz itself remains largely a background threat and isn’t developed to its full potential as a setting, readers will enjoy the focus on the multiple frantic chases and pursuits through hidden tunnels and shattered buildings, as well as developing hints of the beast’s links to historical people and events, which turn out to play crucial roles in the tense climax. The cast, mostly composed of gangs of orphaned children, reads as white. Strong on action and punctuated with moments of sharply felt terror. (map, author’s note) (Horror. 10-13)Grades 4-7. There’s something promising about a book that opens with a map—in this case, a map of London in October 1940. The narrative begins with Jack, a 12-year-old, streetwise orphan, better known to both his friends and his foes as Nim, as he tells his story. He lives in an abandoned warehouse with a loyal dog he calls Winnie, short for Winston Churchill. While Nim’s story takes place in London in 1940 and 1941, during the Blitz, his tale has strong roots in a time period equally destructive and horrific for the city’s residents: 1665 and 1666, when the bubonic plague killed many people and the Great Fire destroyed much of the city. With settings such as a building largely destroyed by bombs and the possibly haunted catacombs of Highgate Cemetery, this isn’t a novel for the fainthearted. But middle-grade readers who enjoy fast-paced adventures set in notoriously perilous eras of the past will find themselves rooting for Nim and his ever-increasing group of orphaned allies. They willingly risk their lives to cure their friends and rid their city of the monster that threatens everyone. An impressive first novel from a Canadian writer with an affinity for horror fiction and a clear understanding of what kids value most.
978-1-7748-8353-2 Reasons to Look at the Night Sky Daniel, Danielle MS 4-7 ALA Booklist, 12/09/24, Eleven-year-old Luna wants to focus on acing her class' space unit so that she can get into NASA's summer camp. However, her mom's new promotion, the replacement of her beloved science teacher with a long-term substitute, and changing friend dynamics are encroaching on what was supposed to be a perfect semester, all sending her spiraling. Told in verse that strengthens as Luna learns to embrace poetry, this middle-grade novel provides readers an easy entry into her one-track mind, which begrudgingly opens to the beautiful ways art and science intertwine. Set in Canada and featuring Indigenous Sky Stories as a major plot point, readers will enjoy learning with Luna and appreciate the lighter tone and quick pace that makes the story fly. While Luna's voice can be a bit whiny at times, it feels authentic to an 11-year-old with a serious case of tunnel vision. This quick read has many STEAM applications and will easily appeal to aspiring astronauts while also potentially sparking interest in more-complex verse and narratives.Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A space-loving kid learns to adapt to changeEleven-year-old Luna McKenna loves outer space more than anything, which is why she's so excited for her class astronomy unit and accompanying in-depth research project. Unfortunately, her beloved teacher is on leave, temporarily replaced by substitute Ms. Manitowabi. Now their final project will combine science with art, a subject Luna finds unappealing. Other undesirable changes are afoot, as well: Mom's promotion at work and subsequent new schedule means the end of the family's Tuesday Taco Night tradition, and Luna's friendship with bestie Maggie Cho faces threats from Maggie's parents' impending split (she'll spend half her weekends downtown with her dad) and Maggie's competing friendship with classmate Astrid. Slowly, Luna comes to accept that not all change is bad and begins to see connections between art and science, particularly after Ms. Manitowabi shares her Ojibwe Sky Stories with the class. Despite the significance the Sky Stories have to Luna's journey, none of them actually appear in the book. Readers may also wonder why first-person narrator Luna tells her story in verse, given how early and often she repeats her dislike of poetry. Still, Luna's love of space and fear of change may endear her to similarly minded kids. Luna presents white; her father uses a wheelchair, and his disability is naturally woven into the work.A solid story about dealing with discomfort and change.(Verse fiction. 8-12)
978-1-338-85860-0 Witching Wind Lloyd, Natalie MS 4-7 Publishers Weekly,Analytical 12-year-old foster kid Grayson Patch, who reads as white, has just been placed in the care of a new family in Silas County, Tenn., without her older sister. Her only solaces are sarcasm and the Christmas lights she strings around her walker, which she uses to assist with the decreased mobility caused by a bone disorder. Then she meets Roxie Darling, also 12, who was born with music in her heart and a famous folk singer grandmother. Roxie has been contending with bullying, as well as anxietyâ€”the Dreads, as she calls itâ€”which she considers part and parcel of her Appalachian heritage. As Grayson, Roxie, and several new friends grow closer, they soon learn that each of them has lost something to the Witching Wind, a legendary force thatâ€™s known to carry off objects, people, and memories alike. Lloyd (Hummingbird) weaves a tale of music, culture, and friendship in this bewitching love letter to hope, adventure, and lifeâ€™s wild places. Collaboration toward a common goal and themes of weathering emotional and physical challenges lay the groundwork while found family dynamics, modeling of adaptive coping mechanisms, and open-minded characters delighting in possibility make for a story that encourages acceptance and inclusivity. Grayson and Roxie cue as white. Ages 8-2. (Sept.)School Library Journal, 10/01/24, Gr 4â€“6â€” As if starting middle school weren't challenging enough, Grayson and Roxie, both 12, are afraid they've lost the people they love most. Grayson doesn't plan to settle in with her new foster family or befriend her new classmates because she knows her older sister Beanie is going to become her guardian. Roxie is usually sunny and open-hearted, but when a mean girl's body-shaming taunts ruin the first school gathering, Roxie takes comfort in the promise of escaping middle school and going on tour with her musician grandmother. However, when Beanie doesn't appear or reply to any of Grayson's texts, and Granny Ruth, who has been forgetful lately, goes missing in the hills around their Tennessee town, Grayson and Roxie are determined to find them. Grayson's voice is sharp and spiky, while Roxie's thoughts have a folksy tone. Lloyd adds a layer of magic and mystery to the novel in the form of the ""witching wind,"" a powerful phenomenon that howls over the county carrying away anything that's not clipped down and instilling fear in some residents. Grayson, Roxie, and the other members of the school newcomers club, a diverse and resourceful crew, search for the truth behind the legends in a somewhat jumbled series of outdoor adventures involving, among other things, an all-terrain vehicle, a nighttime cave exploration, and communicating with crows. VERDICT Although the plot sometimes gets tangled in metaphor, this is a warm and lyrical story about the ways that connections between loved ones can stretch across distance and time.â€” Jennifer Costa
978-1-536-23608-8 Winter of the Dollhouse Schlitz, Laura Amy MS 4-7 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, Date Unavailable, Newbery Medalist Schlitz (Splendors and Glooms) braids parallel story lines into a cozy fantasy that lauds the power of connection to uplift and inspire. Feeling lonely as the oldest of three in a house run by quarreling parents, Tiph allies with elderly newcomer Szilvia, who lives alone with a cat and dog. After Tiph helps Szilvia find her footing following a slip, the woman offers the tween a job as an official dog walker and kitty-litter cleaner. Tiph jumps at the opportunity, hoping to earn enough funds to purchase Gretel, the perfect dollhouse doll, from the local toy shop. Gretel, in turn, relishes the thought of being bought by Tiph, which the author depicts via alternating chapters that follow both child and the personified doll. As Tiph navigates an emotionally complicated relationship with her stepmother and learns to manage both her burgeoning independence and troubles with impulse control, Gretel embarks on a whimsical, fairy tale inflected quest reminiscent of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland to make her dream of living with Tiph reality. Szilvia’s loving efforts to restore a decades-old dollhouse built by her father smoothly reflect the palpable care and tenderness of Schlitzâ€™s offering. Intricately detailed and nuanced characters, relatable domestic scenes with emotional heft, and evocative writing make for an enchanting, gratifying read. The protagonists cue as white. Ages 9-12. Agent: Stephen Barbara, InkWell Management. (Sept.)School Library Journal, 09/01/25, Gr 4-7 Schlitz's latest skillfully weaves two narratives; one has fantasy elements, including talking dolls and animals, and the other is a realistic coming-of-age tale. Tiphany Stokes (Tiph), 11, befriends an elderly neighbor, Szilvia, who is in need of help one evening. Drawn together by their shared love of dolls and dollhouses, their friendship changes both of their lives for the better. Szilvia gives Tiph the gift of being seen and understood, and she also teaches Tiph how to understand an adult's perspective. With Szilvia's encouragement, Tiph grows in her ability to communicate with her parents, join school activities, and make new friends. Schlitz's characters are nuanced with rich and relatable emotions. Hungarian American history and culture is also shared through Szilvia's family story. The ending, which brings the dolls' and humans' stories together, is delightful. Main characters are cued white. VERDICT This is an elegant novel that offers an authentic view of family and community life. Mari Pongkhamsing
978-0-593-53025-2 Finding Lost Sloan, Holly Goldberg MS 4-7 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, A young girl discovers that sometimes the things we need most find us firstMiddle schooler Cordy, short for Cordelia, feels as though she's carrying an invisible backpack filled with sand-the weight of grief, two years and four months after losing her fisherman father to ""The Accident."" Cordy desperately seeks signs of good luck while trying to hold her fractured family together. Then a hungry, foul-breathed stray follows her home to her family's rental, an old, leaky boathouse on the Oregon coast. She names the pooch Lost; the dog's dental issues introduce the family to Pakistani American Taj, a veterinarian whose kindness extends far beyond animal care. Sloan populates her story with well-realized adult characters who genuinely show up for children, among them a heavy metal loving librarian who gifts Cordy a backpack and elderly Mrs. Crowley with her vintage Polaroid camera. The Oregon setting isn't mere backdrop; Cordy's fascination with marine life, from molting crabs to a rare pink dolphin, is woven seamlessly into her emotional journey. While there's ""always a chance of rain"" both literally and figuratively, Sloan's gentle wisdom shines through: ""So much stuff is how you choose to see it."" Young people will recognize Cordy's fierce protectiveness and her struggle with change, even if they've never experienced a life-altering loss themselves. Red-haired Cordy presents white.Heartwarming and hopeful-readers will treasure this story of family and resilience. (author's note)(Fiction. 9-12)Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/01/25, Two years and four months before the start of this quiet novel by Sloan (The Elephant in the Room), middle schooler Cordy’s life is irrevocably altered when her father, a commercial crab fisherman, drowns while working. Now unable to afford their cozy rental home in a small coastal Oregon town, Cordy, her younger brother Geno, and their mother move into a boathouse belonging to the wealthy family for whom Cordy’s mother manages property. Simultaneously, Mom waits tables at a local seafood restaurant while forming an escape plan to a better life, an idea that gives Cordy, who can’t imagine leaving the only home she’s ever known, a stomachache. The family’s adoption of a lovable stray dog with extremely bad breath, whom they name Lost, sets into motion gradual changes that result in emotional conflict for reflective, conscientious Cordy.
978-0-7352-6749-7 Tig Smith, Heather MS 5-9 Horn Book, 08/01/24, Eleven-year-old Tig has been abandoned by her mother and has lived for four months on her own, with no money, no food, and no electricity. Now Uncle Scott and his partner, Manny, are at the police station to take her home. Tig has been traumatized by the circumstances of her life: her father died when she was four, her mother used to disappear for days at a time before leaving for good, and her mother's boyfriend Eddy was abusive. Reflecting on ending up with Uncle Scott and Manny, Tig says, ""It's like how abandoned animals stop trusting humans. They go wild and crazy and when they're rescued it takes ages for them to calm down, to love and be loved again."" Smith sensitively delineates Tig's gradual road to recovery and love, and an uneasy one it is: Tig smashes the new television, purposely drops a hammer on Manny's foot, and tells Uncle Scott his house is a dump and he's garbage. A major plot twist adds poignancy and drama. Tig does come to love Uncle Scott and Manny, who are steadfast in their love for each other and for her. A good match with other recent stories of abandoned children, such as Rudd's How to Stay Invisible (rev. 7/23) and Fipps's And Then, Boom! (rev. 5/24).Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A once-neglected child forges connectionsEleven-year-old narrator Tig (short for Tigger, a nickname her mother bestowed on the bouncy child) finds it difficult to trust the comfort and safety of her new home. Her mother abandoned the family several harrowing months before, running off with the boyfriend who physically and emotionally bullied Tig for years. Tig relied on big brother Peter, named for her late father, to figure out how to keep warm and fed in the cold, empty house. Now Peter helps her adapt to an unfamiliar situation. She's wary, defensive, and angry as she navigates the first weeks with Uncle Scott and his partner, Manny. The couple adopt a bull terrier for Tig and are steadfast in the face of Tig's rage and hurt. Tig's voice is convincing and intelligent, with notes of longing, sadness, and hope. The narrative doesn't address whether Tig's mother will face legal consequences and only fleetingly mentions contact with a social worker, but it's clear that her new home with Uncle Scott and Manny is a permanent one. New friends Jacob and Jonah, Guten Morgen the dog, and Tig's ambition to become the cheese-rolling champion of Wensleydale all help develop a sense of belonging. Jacob and Jonah are Filipino; Tig and her family are implied white.A moving, accessible tale of trauma, laced with a compelling sense of optimism.(Fiction. 9-13)
978-0-593-90246-2 A Glimmer of Change McNicoll, Elle MS 3-7 Kirkus Reviews, An autistic teen starts an anti-bullying agencyThirteen-year-old Keedie, who lives in the small Scottish town of Juniper, attends a school with a zero-tolerance bullying policy. But as she knows from observing her neurotypical twin sister Nina's popular friends, bullies are rarely punished for their actions. Keedie agrees to intervene with one classmate's bully for a fee, eventually leveraging her growing reputation into a successful business. Compelling subplots include Keedie's mentorship of her undiagnosed autistic younger sister, Addie-the protagonist of McNicoll'sA Kind of Spark (2021)-and Nina's new boyfriend Hugh's fascination with the nonconformist Keedie. Taking money for bullying bullies is ethically dubious, but McNicoll navigates this arc effectively with the reveal of a selfless reason for Keedie's fundraising. Some descriptions of Keedie's experience with autism feel a bit stilted, perhaps intended to educate neurotypical readers rather than provide a mirror for autistic ones. Overall, though, Keedie's a well-realized character, opinionated and willing to stand up for those in need. With a handful of exceptions, adults are portrayed as nuanced, flawed individuals who try to do their best by the book's children but often fail them. Keedie alludes to her queerness, though it isn't fully explored. Characters read as white.A neurodivergent protagonist whom middle-grade readers will root for.(Fiction. 10-14)School Library Journal, Keedie Darrow has never had a problem with being different; being autistic, she was told, makes her stand out. However, middle school for Keedie and her twin sister Nina may change that. While Nina desperately wants to change and have a "normal" family, Keedie wants nothing to do with that. When school starts, Keedie starts a campaign for anti-bullying through confronting bullies; however, when good intentions turn sour, she has to navigate the line between standing up for herself and becoming a bully in her own way. Set in Scotland, this novel depicts life for a kid who just wants to do right and be herself, while navigating struggles that not everyone understands. With rich characters and an even-paced plot, McNicoll brings Keedie's world to life through a wonderful, sparkling lens that readers will not only enjoy, but will also connect them to an understanding of how differences should be positive. VERDICT McNicoll has crafted another wonderful story representing tween neurodivergence. Teachers and librarians who want to showcase neurodivergence at an individual and family level will want this on shelves.— BreAnn Weeks
9781647411442 ENGINEERING : HOW THE SIX SIMPLE MACHINES SUPPORT THE WORLD MOONEY, CARLA MS non-fiction Dewey 620Gr / IL 7-10no reviews for this non-fiction

9781546138143 OUTSIDE HOLM, JENNIFER L MS
Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
A spirited 12-year-old contends with her cloistered life after an apocalypse. Over 10 years ago, the Great Poisoning killed most humans. Razzi lives in an old mansion named the Refuge with her parents, 7-year-old brother, Bing, and a handful of other adults and children. The kids are rarely allowed Outside, especially not since 12-year-old Ollie, a curious risk-taker, had a terrible accident and died while trying to explore. Razzi injures her knee during a game of Chase, which leads to a checkup and a serious diagnosis—she learns that she must have a heart transplant. Luckily, Refuge resident Saul is a Surgeon, and he successfully implants a greyhound’s heart into Razzi. After the surgery, Razzi feels different: Her senses of hearing and smell are keener, and foods she used to love, like chocolate, now sicken her. When Razzi makes the momentous decision to run away, she learns that the world outside the Refuge is bigger than she could ever have imagined. Holm’s adventure is riveting and appealing, featuring a relatable cast of characters and unfolding against a post-apocalyptic backdrop with zombie story vibes. Holm’s mastery of pacing and her explorations of intergenerational trauma and forgiveness resonate, ensuring that they’ll stay with readers long after the final pages. Razzi presents white, and names cue ethnic diversity in the supporting cast. An ambitious and thrilling examination of survival, trauma, and connection. (author’s note) (Speculative thriller. 9-12)

Booklist, 06/30/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Life at the Refuge is strict, but that’s exactly what keeps everyone alive. Since the Great Poisoning, exposed humans turned vicious and must be kept outside the compound walls at all costs. As a result, Razzi and the other children aren’t allowed outdoors, but they make the most of the small, safe world their parents have made them. A pervasive sense of unease filters through the narrative as the kids move through their days and details are dropped that something is amiss with this whole setup. Razzi is known for being the responsible one, but after receiving a heart transplant, she begins pushing back on the rules and yearning to venture beyond the Refuge. Seen through Razzi’s eyes, Holm’s near-future world feels threatening and plausible, and when Razzi finally steps outside the Refuge’s confines, her discoveries are viscerally shocking. The story’s one questionable element is the supernatural connection Razzi feels with her heart donor—a greyhound named Wind. Whether or not readers buy into this part of the tale, they will find Razzi’s journey thrilling and find comfort in its hopeful conclusion.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Holm is a best-seller with more than one Newbery Honor under her belt for a reason. She brings the goods, and readers know it."

9781546110552 TALONS OF POWER : A GRAPHIC NOVEL SUTHERLAND, TUI T MS book 9 in series on the shelf. no reviewGrades 4-7 - "Life at the Refuge is strict, but that’s exactly what keeps everyone alive. Since the Great Poisoning, exposed humans turned vicious and must be kept outside the compound walls at all costs. As a result, Razzi and the other children aren’t allowed outdoors, but they make the most of the small, safe world their parents have made them. A pervasive sense of unease filters through the narrative as the kids move through their days and details are dropped that something is amiss with this whole setup. Razzi is known for being the responsible one, but after receiving a heart transplant, she begins pushing back on the rules and yearning to venture beyond the Refuge. Seen through Razzi’s eyes, Holm’s near-future world feels threatening and plausible, and when Razzi finally steps outside the Refuge’s confines, her discoveries are viscerally shocking. The story’s one questionable element is the supernatural connection Razzi feels with her heart donor—a greyhound named Wind. Whether or not readers buy into this part of the tale, they will find Razzi’s journey thrilling and find comfort in its hopeful conclusion.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Holm is a best-seller with more than one Newbery Honor under her belt for a reason. She brings the goods, and readers know it."

9781547616398 THE TROUBLE WITH HEROES MESSNER, KATE MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 03/31/2025
Grades 3-6 - "*Starred Review* Finn Connelly’s dad was a 9/11 hero who left big boots to fill when he died during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Two years later, still consumed by anger and frustration at his loss, Finn topples a tombstone belonging to a beloved trail steward, Edna. Edna’s daughter offers Finn a deal: reparations in lieu of juvie. She charges him with hiking all 46 of Edna’s beloved Adirondack High Peaks this summer, and to do it with Edna’s slobbery dog, Seymour, in tow. Finn sets off, carrying his unresolved grief and snacks. Long hikes with volunteer trail “nannies” offer Finn wilderness education, along with solitude to process his loss, while a summer-school poetry assignment creates an outlet for the complicated emotions Finn unravels while remembering his father. Many mountains in, Finn begrudgingly admits he “didn’t mean to love it but [he does],” and he ultimately finds peace and a connection with both Edna and his dad along the trails. The dynamic story is told in accessible verse interspersed with texts, photographs, and more, while Finn’s journey delicately balances humor and sadness, blending introspection and plot. Prolific author Messner, herself “a proud 46er,” tenderly proffers the healing power of nature couched with obvious admiration for the mountains. A gently reflective, bittersweet, and redemptive story."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 02/28/2025
A summer spent summiting the Adirondacks allows a teenager to reckon with grief. Thirteen-year-old Finn Connelly’s summer is off to a rocky start. In addition to several incomplete class assignments—including a poetry project about heroes—he’s facing vandalism charges after an angry outburst at the local cemetery. To avoid paying thousands in fines that his family can’t spare, he reluctantly agrees to the proffered alternative: climbing all 46 Adirondack peaks over 4,000 feet by Labor Day accompanied by Seymour, the enthusiastic dog who belonged to the woman whose headstone he damaged. As Finn attempts the hikes, he wrestles with what it means to be a hero, a term often used for his deceased father, a local hockey legend, New York City firefighter, 9/11 first responder, and paramedic who died on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic. This verse novel is engaging and easy to follow. It encompasses varied structures, like haiku, sonnet, and found poetry. Other ephemera, such as letters, recipes, and school progress reports, create visual breaks evocative of a commonplace book. The first-person narration vividly conveys a disgruntled teenager’s feelings, including moments of humor and contemplation. The novel wrestles with loss and legacy intertwined with weighty events, challenges, and themes—PTSD, alcoholism, toxic masculinity—and their resulting impact on Finn’s emotional well-being. The supporting characters are encouraging adult role models. Characters present white. An adventurous work whose authentic voice celebrates the outdoors and everyday heroism. (author’s note) (Verse fiction. 10-14)

9781338736106 WAR GAMES GRATZ, ALAN MS
Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
In his latest, prolific author Gratz takes on Hitlerâ€™s Olympic Games. When 13-year-old American gymnast Evie Harris arrives in Berlin to compete in the 1936 Olympic Games, she has one goal: stardom. If she can bring home a gold medal like her friend, the famous equestrian-turned-Hollywood-star Mary Brooks, she might be able to lift her family out of their Dust Bowl poverty. But someone slips a strange note under Evieâ€™s door, and soon sheâ€™s dodging Heinz Fischer, the Hitler Youth member assigned to host her, and meeting strangers who want to make use of her gymnastic skillsâ€”to rob a bank. As the games progress, Evie begins to see the moral issues behind their sparkling facadeâ€”the antisemitism and racism inherent in Nazi ideology and the way Hitler is using the competition to support and promote these beliefs. And she also agrees to rob the bank. Gratz goes big on the Mission Impossibleâ€“style heist, which takes center stage over the actual competitions, other than Jesse Owensâ€™ famous long jump. A lengthy and detailed authorâ€™s note provides valuable historical context, including places where Gratz adapted the facts for storytelling purposes (although thereâ€™s no mention of the fact that before 1952, Olympic equestrian sports were limited to male military officers). With an emphasis on the plot, many of the characters feel defined primarily by how theyâ€™re suffering under the Nazis, such as the fictional diver Ursula Diop, who was involuntarily sterilized for being biracial. Fast-paced and plot-driven. (Historical fiction. 9-12)

Publishers Weekly Starred, 07/20/2025
In a smartly plotted page-turner by Gratz (Resist: A Story of D-Day), young athletes competing in the 1936 Berlin Olympics literally go for the gold upon becoming embroiled in a plot to rob the German national bank. Oklahoma gymnast Evie dreams of winning Olympic gold and pulling her family out of financial precarity. When she falls short of passing a qualifying round, she’s approached by unscrupulous, apparently British journalist Solomon, who proposes that Evie—alongside German weightlifter Karl and French diver Ursula—help him steal Nazi gold. Though their athletic capabilities seemingly guarantee they can overcome the Reichsbank’s security measures, the trio must first locate a secret tunnel beneath the Olympic stadium to facilitate the break-in, a task made harder by the watchful presence of Evie’s designated Youth Services Host Heinz, whom she believes is a Hitler Youth spy. Well-researched historical facts add tooth to this cinematic novel’s shocking twists and turns. Layered depictions of Nazi discrimination against Jewish, Black, and queer individuals—and how it impacts the story lines of Karl, who is gay, and biracial Ursula, who is Black and white—are a standout feature of this riveting adventure. An author’s note contextualizes included figures and events. Ages 9–12. (Oct.)
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9780593698068 THE DARK TIMES OF NIMBLE NOTTINGHAM BLACK, RYAN JAMES MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* There’s something promising about a book that opens with a map—in this case, a map of London in October 1940. The narrative begins with Jack, a 12-year-old, streetwise orphan, better known to both his friends and his foes as Nim, as he tells his story. He lives in an abandoned warehouse with a loyal dog he calls Winnie, short for Winston Churchill. While Nim’s story takes place in London in 1940 and 1941, during the Blitz, his tale has strong roots in a time period equally destructive and horrific for the city’s residents: 1665 and 1666, when the bubonic plague killed many people and the Great Fire destroyed much of the city. With settings such as a building largely destroyed by bombs and the possibly haunted catacombs of Highgate Cemetery, this isn’t a novel for the fainthearted. But middle-grade readers who enjoy fast-paced adventures set in notoriously perilous eras of the past will find themselves rooting for Nim and his ever-increasing group of orphaned allies. They willingly risk their lives to cure their friends and rid their city of the monster that threatens everyone. An impressive first novel from a Canadian writer with an affinity for horror fiction and a clear understanding of what kids value most."

Kirkus Review, 06/14/2025
Twelve-year-old Jack “Nim” Nottingham, a rootless foundling, braves the terrors of the London Blitz to take on an ancient, soul-eating shadow. In his debut, Black conjures a properly terrifying night monster that attracts crawly insects, reptiles, and arachnids in droves and drops like a gooey shroud from above to leave gross boils on its gradually dying victims. Having inadvertently released it in the course of a foraging expedition in a bombed-out London mansion and seen its effect on a swelling number of the stricken, including his beloved dog, Winnie, orphanage escapee Nim desperately sets out to destroy the creature. The author anchors his tale in Nim’s inner journey from stubbornly solitary lone wolf to eventually finding a home amid a circle of friends and allies. Though the Blitz itself remains largely a background threat and isn’t developed to its full potential as a setting, readers will enjoy the focus on the multiple frantic chases and pursuits through hidden tunnels and shattered buildings, as well as developing hints of the beast’s links to historical people and events, which turn out to play crucial roles in the tense climax. The cast, mostly composed of gangs of orphaned children, reads as white. Strong on action and punctuated with moments of sharply felt terror. (map, author’s note) (Horror. 10-13)

9781774883532 REASONS TO LOOK AT THE NIGHT SKY DANIEL, DANIELLE MS
Kirkus Review, 09/14/2024
A space-loving kid learns to adapt to change. Eleven-year-old Luna McKenna loves outer space more than anything, which is why she’s so excited for her class astronomy unit and accompanying in-depth research project. Unfortunately, her beloved teacher is on leave, temporarily replaced by substitute Ms. Manitowabi. Now their final project will combine science with art, a subject Luna finds unappealing. Other undesirable changes are afoot, as well: Mom’s promotion at work and subsequent new schedule means the end of the family’s Tuesday Taco Night tradition, and Luna’s friendship with bestie Maggie Cho faces threats from Maggie’s parents’ impending split (she’ll spend half her weekends downtown with her dad) and Maggie’s competing friendship with classmate Astrid. Slowly, Luna comes to accept that not all change is bad and begins to see connections between art and science, particularly after Ms. Manitowabi shares her Ojibwe Sky Stories with the class. Despite the significance the Sky Stories have to Luna’s journey, none of them actually appear in the book. Readers may also wonder why first-person narrator Luna tells her story in verse, given how early and often she repeats her dislike of poetry. Still, Luna’s love of space and fear of change may endear her to similarly minded kids. Luna presents white; her father uses a wheelchair, and his disability is naturally woven into the work. A solid story about dealing with discomfort and change. (Verse fiction. 8-12)

School Library Journal, 08/31/2024
Gr 4–7—Eleven-year-old Luna prefers the dependability of science and math, but a substitute teacher inspires her to see how art can complement facts in a science unit about stars. Luna is obsessed with space and just knows she will be an astronaut among the stars someday. That plan starts by securing a spot in a NASA summer camp and thriving in her science class, but substitute teacher Ms. Manitowabi changes everything at school, just as things are changing for Luna at home. Daniel crafts a diverse cast of characters in this novel in verse, including a secondary character who uses "they/their" pronouns. Luna's race is not specified nor is her friend Maggie Cho's (a budding environmentalist), but we learn they live in Ottawa, Canada. Luna's father is an astronomer and uses a wheelchair, her mother is a florist and poet. Luna's dependence on routine and a deep focus on one interest are part of her challenges to adapt but are not treated as deterrents, and she is willing to work on embracing new things. Daniel implements the phases of the moon as section headings and includes Ojibwe sky stories as excellent complements to Luna's story. VERDICT This book will resonate with readers who are navigating the trials of adolescence and the difficulty of embracing the unknown, as well as those interested in space and mythology.—Melinda Graham Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

9780823457885 KAYA OF THE OCEAN HUANG, GLORIA L MS
Kirkus Review, 11/30/2024
An anxious teen navigates her fear of the ocean. Thirteen-year-old Kaya knows that, living in Hawaii, it’s ridiculous to try to avoid the water, but she’s certain the ocean is trying to drown her. So when she finally agrees to go surfing, she isn’t surprised when things go wrong. Kaya is certain that she’s responsible for her friend Taiyo’s near drowning, but she also believes she might have saved him afterward. Her persistent anxiety ratchets up as her aunt and moody cousin visit from New York City, and she experiences more instances of water acting strangely in her presence. Interwoven snippets—set in China’s Fujian province in 1629, San Francisco in 1876, and China’s Jiangsu province in 1949—tell the stories of other girls in harrowing situations. This sweeping narrative will keep readers eager to learn what happens to Kaya, the child of Mandarin-speaking Chinese and Taiwanese immigrants, and her friends. Unfortunately, the latter part of the novel is plagued by pacing issues, and toward the end, each revelation only raises more unresolved questions. The intergenerational connections are insufficiently explored, and ultimately, the power of the mysterious water goddess feels incidental rather than satisfying. Readers will appreciate the frank discussion of anxiety and welcome a contemporary novel set on Maui, but they may be deterred by the stilted dialogue. Those familiar with Chinese communities in Hawaii will also notice gaps in the cultural context. A promising beginning ends in a wipeout. (Fantasy. 8-12)

Publishers Weekly, 10/20/2024
Huang explores one anxious tween’s relationship with the sea and her ancestry in this fantastical debut. Chinese and Taiwanese American 13-year-old Kaya Song, who lives in the Hawaiian surf town of Lihiwai, grapples with hydrophobia following multiple near drownings. Her fear also exacerbates her “never-ending anxiety,” which she tries to alleviate via scratching (“I wore my hair down and pulled on a long-sleeve top to hide the new scratches I had anxiously scraped into my skin”). But when her best friends, native Hawaiian Iolana and blond-haired Naomi, pull Kaya away from her beloved books and persuade her to go surfing, Kaya inexplicably saves someone from drowning. This becomes the first of many strange new interactions with the water. Kaya keeps her worsening anxiety and recent development with the ocean hidden from her parents, but when her aunt and cousin visit from N.Y.C. for “Christmas in Hawaii,” Kaya learns about the water goddess Mazu and her connection to Kaya’s family history. While the premise is intriguing, the integration of fantastical elements and flashbacks relating the Song family history throughout Kaya’s more grounded challenges managing her anxiety is somewhat clumsy. Ages 8–12. Agents: Laura Cameron and Amanda Orozco, Trans- atlantic Literary. (Jan.)

9781338858600 THE WITCHING WIND LLOYD, NATALIE MS
School Library Journal, 09/30/2024
Gr 4–6—As if starting middle school weren't challenging enough, Grayson and Roxie, both 12, are afraid they've lost the people they love most. Grayson doesn't plan to settle in with her new foster family or befriend her new classmates because she knows her older sister Beanie is going to become her guardian. Roxie is usually sunny and open-hearted, but when a mean girl's body-shaming taunts ruin the first school gathering, Roxie takes comfort in the promise of escaping middle school and going on tour with her musician grandmother. However, when Beanie doesn't appear or reply to any of Grayson's texts, and Granny Ruth, who has been forgetful lately, goes missing in the hills around their Tennessee town, Grayson and Roxie are determined to find them. Grayson's voice is sharp and spiky, while Roxie's thoughts have a folksy tone. Lloyd adds a layer of magic and mystery to the novel in the form of the "witching wind," a powerful phenomenon that howls over the county carrying away anything that's not clipped down and instilling fear in some residents. Grayson, Roxie, and the other members of the school newcomers club, a diverse and resourceful crew, search for the truth behind the legends in a somewhat jumbled series of outdoor adventures involving, among other things, an all-terrain vehicle, a nighttime cave exploration, and communicating with crows. VERDICT Although the plot sometimes gets tangled in metaphor, this is a warm and lyrical story about the ways that connections between loved ones can stretch across distance and time.—Jennifer Costa Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 08/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "Grayson is waiting for her sister’s eighteenth birthday so they can bust out of Tennessee’s foster-care system and head for NYC. Meanwhile, Roxie can’t wait to join her rock-star granny on tour and put “the Incident” and sixth grade behind her. But this pair of wild wallflowers wind up jilted by their loved ones, leaving them stuck in school. Though it seems like the year will drag on with pointless homework and run-of-the-mill bullies, the wind has other plans. Roxie’s granny reappears after a storm, all traces of her memories gone. Her voice still sings on the air, however, making the rumors of the witching wind feel true. When the girls band together to find where this wind has taken what they love, they discover a magic that is a treasure on its own. Lloyd’s charm and southern flair heap realism onto this breezy fantasy about family and friendship. Readers will fall in love with Grayson as the tough girl with “brittle bones” (osteogenesis imperfecta) and undoubtably relate to Roxie’s struggle with body image."

9780593693834 GLOAM MACKAY, JACK MS
Kirkus Review, 05/31/2025
A teenager must face her worst nightmares to save her family from supernatural forces. Thirteen-year-old Gwen Clayton-Finn has just moved to Gloam Island with her younger brother and twin sisters into the home they inherited from their late grandmother. But nothing feels right about it—they’re relocating with their stepfather, Henry, after their mother died, and the house has fallen into disrepair. Making matters worse, Henry thinks they need a babysitter, even though Gwen took charge of her siblings when her mom was sick. Enter the beautiful Esme Laverne. A hint of malice always seems to be simmering below her sweet surface—but only Gwen seems to notice. Gwen knows Esme is dangerous even if no one else does, and she’s determined to protect her siblings at all costs. To defeat the sinister Esme and the moldlike black rot consuming the house, Gwen must summon her courage, uniting her family as they battle monsters and confront their greatest fears. Mackay’s debut is well constructed, gripping audiences from the very first pages as the author explores grief, terror, and familial bonds. Richly detailed descriptions of characters and settings will immerse readers in the action. Readers will cheer on Gwen, who rises to the occasion despite terrifying situations. Characters’ race and ethnicities aren’t mentioned. Thrilling and chilling, with a standout protagonist. (Horror. 8-13)

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "After her mother’s untimely passing, Gwen and her siblings, along with Henry, their stepfather, move into their late grandmother’s house—known simply as “The House”—on the small, gray, aptly named island of Gloam. There they meet the ethereal Esme, a local babysitter whose demeanor and general attitude toward the bereaved family seems just a tad too perfect to be genuine, earning Gwen’s immediate mistrust. Sure enough, Esme’s mere presence heralds the arrival of a sinister, creeping darkness—one that threatens to consume not only the old, mysterious house itself but Gwen and her family as well. Now it’s up to Gwen to unlock the house’s secrets and banish the stirring nightmares within. Featuring a bold and tenacious protagonist, a supporting cast of instantly endearing characters, and a veritable phantasmagoria of ghastly ghouls, debut author Mackay’s classic tale of children’s horror is as chilling as it is heartfelt. Exploring themes of grief, resilience, and kinship, Gloam earns its spot on the shelf alongside the likes of Jonathan Auxier’s The Night Gardener (2014) and Kenneth Oppel’s The Nest (2015)."

9781646145669 TEACHER OF NOMAD LAND : A WORLD WAR II STORY NAYERI, DANIEL MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025
Grades 5-7 - "*Starred Review* To keep from being separated, orphaned sibs Babak and Sana pack up their few possessions—including the portable blackboard their beloved father, an itinerant reading teacher—had left behind, and set out from Isfahan for the Zagros Mountains in hopes of passing themselves off as his successors to the nomadic herders he had taught there. Choosing as setting a neutral country far from the main theaters of WWII (but occupied in 1941 by both Russian and British troops determined to shield its strategic oil fields from the Nazis), Nayeri rolls out a tale in which severe hardship and the ever-present potential for violence are counterbalanced by lighter moments, such as Babak’s clever efforts to tease a band of wayward nomad children (and perhaps a few readers) into learning the Persian alphabet or the way his eight-year-old little sister, wise beyond her years, consistently out-talks and out-thinks him. The two make a winning pair, and for all their tragic backstories, the author maintains an upbeat tone throughout. Just for good measure, he adds a cinematic subplot involving a secretive young Polish refugee with a scary German agent hot on his heels and rounds out the adventure by filling in the historical background with a map and a substantial afterword."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 06/14/2025
Master storyteller Nayeri crafts a gripping World War II tale set in Iran. When 13-year-old Babak and 8-year-old Sana are orphaned after their father is killed during the Anglo-Soviet invasion of their country, family members take them in, but the kids are sent to different households. So Babak decides to flee, taking on his father’s role as teacher to nomadic tribes. Strapping a blackboard to his back, he leads Sana into the treacherous Zagros Mountains to find the Bakhtiari people during their annual migration—and the dangers only deepen when they come across a Jewish boy attempting to dodge a Nazi spy. Nayeri tells a remarkably intimate story of a neutral nation caught between warring powers, seamlessly integrating philosophical questions about God, family, and cross-cultural understanding and suggesting that truly listening to those different from us can be a sacred and transformative act. The novel’s richly drawn characters and evocative setting provide enough context about World War II and Iranian history without overwhelming young readers, while Babak’s growth from insecure orphan to a confident mediator who bridges cultural divides sends a potent message about how “everybody has good work to do”—even children displaced by war. A compelling testament to the power of education and empathy to light the way in even the most perilous circumstances. (map, author’s note, further reading) (Historical fiction. 8-12)

9798217002405 THE MIDWATCH INSTITUTE FOR WAYWARD GIRLS ROSSELL, JUDITH MS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2025
Grades 3-7 - "*Starred Review* Maggie Fishbone knows her prospects are grim when she gets chucked out of the orphanage for pushing a boy into the harbor (he deserved it) and deposited at the Midwatch Institute for Orphans, Runaways, and Wayward Girls. Imagine her surprise when the Institute’s strict, drudgery-forward reputation is nothing but a front for giving its girls an unconventional education, with such classes as fencing, maps, motorcars, observing, contriving, hiding, dancing, and climbing. As one of the f irst-years aptly says, “Ready to solve mysteries and do good deeds and fight bad guys . . . Didn’t she tell you? This what we do. We help keep the city safe. Girls, we’re absolutely the snake’s pajamas.” The lingo and presence of airships—not to mention lessons in the Charleston—loosely suggest a 1920s setting, but the Institute’s imaginative details are what steal the show. Secret entrances, hidden rooms, a rooftop ropes course, disguises, a multi-tool made to look like a doll—it’s a spy fan’s dream. Maggie enters the Institute with two other girls, Nell and Sophie, none of whom can quite wrap their mind around their change in circumstance, but they quickly come around when the first-years are given a possible kidnapping to investigate. As they gain skills and confidence, they also find belonging and madcap adventure. Jeepers, it’s a thrill!"

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 03/14/2025
Magdalena Fishbone’s relegation to an institution for “orphans, runaways, and wayward girls” turns into an extraordinary adventure. When Maggie arrives at the Midwatch Institute (after committing a satisfying, if somewhat violent, act of justice), she’s one of three new girls. As it turns out, the seemingly dreary orphanage is a front for a school that trains girls in useful arts and skills. Maggie’s classes in “Maps, Fencing, German, Motorcars, Drawing, Observing, Contriving, Hiding, and Dancing” comprise a fine beginning education for any spy or detective. Excerpts from Useful Things Every Girl Should Know, a book published in 1911 by the director, Miss Adelia Mandelay, appear between chapters and include instruction and advice on, among other things, disguises, decision-making, Morse code, knot tying, and escaping from quicksand. Most entries include anecdotes from the author’s madcap experiences as an international woman of mystery. Rich, quirky language and a well-imagined early-20th-century setting—including a port city with skyscrapers, airships, motorcars, and an elegant hotel—provide an immersive backdrop for the girls’ foray into detective work. The disappearance of a botanist and attacks by a creature the press calls “the night monster” are elements of the criminal conspiracy the girls uncover. Terrifically evocative black-and-white illustrations extend the narrative. Maggie and the adults appear white, and some of Maggie’s schoolmates have dark skin. Cinematic, amusing, and exciting: a slightly subversive, delightfully empowering, all-around winner. (Mystery. 8-12)

9781536236088 WINTER OF THE DOLLHOUSE SCHLITZ, LAURA AMY MS
Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "It’s a chilly evening in November when 11-year-old Tiph stops to help an elderly lady who is clutching a fence to stay upright. As Tiph spends time with her, their unexpected acquaintance becomes a friendship. Ms. Rózsahegyi shares the girl’s interest in vintage dolls and dollhouses. Tiph feels overlooked at home, where her father and stepmother are busy working and taking care of Tiph’s younger half-siblings. When she swipes a little doll from a nearby shop and needs someone to talk to, Mrs. Rózsahegyi takes her seriously and gives her some unconventional but thoughtful advice. Woven into the novel are other aspects of the characters’ lives, from Mrs. Rózsahegyi’s rediscovered childhood dollhouse to the secret thoughts of the dolls she has purchased to the quirks and viewpoints of her dog and cat. The skillfully intertwined stories increase readers’ interest in the well-imagined characters. An appealing, original novel from an Newbery Award–winning author."

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
A shared interest in dolls and dollhouses forms the foundation of an unexpected intergenerational friendship. Tiphany Stokes, a preteen, and Szilvia Rózsahegyi, a self-described “old bat,” are new to town, and both are lonely. So when Tiph does the old woman a good turn outside the dollhouse store whose window she haunts, the ensuing conversation leads to a business arrangement: Tiph will walk Ms. Rózsahegyi’s dog and clean her cat’s litter box. Her new employer instructs Tiph to call her Szilvia Néni, the Hungarian for “Aunt Szilvia,” which Tiph instantly Americanizes to Néni Szilvia, and a friendship grows. In interleaved chapters, another begins between two antique dolls, Gretel and Little Red Riding Hood, who find their way from the dollhouse store to Néni Szilvia’s house: Red as part of the old woman’s project to restore the dollhouse her father built for her decades ago and Gretel in Tiph’s pocket. By night, the two dolls explore their new environs, “daredevil” Red coaxing the more timid Gretel out of her comfort zone. Schlitz tenderly develops her characters, giving each a rough-edged complexity. Her portrayal of Tiph’s relationship with her stepmother is especially skillful. Tiph is a basically decent kid, but she’s far from perfect. It’s Schlitz’s clear-eyed portrayal of Tiph’s emotional inner life that anchors this cozy fantasy, with the dolls’ nocturnal adventures providing lift. Main characters present white. More character study than anything else, this book delves deep. (Fantasy. 10-12)

9780593530252 FINDING LOST SLOAN, HOLLY GOLDBERG MS
Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Cordy's life was turned upside down when her dad died in The Accident. Since then, she's been living with her mom and younger brother in a converted boathouse, which sits in the shadow of the Big House, a vacation home where their mom works as a caretaker. Thankfully, Cordy has her best friend (Button), the world's best younger brother, and a terrific town library. When Cordy comes across a lost dog, she knows he needs her as much as she wants him. Through her efforts to help the dog, whose name becomes Lost, Cordy accidentally invites even more change into her life: her mom and the vet hit it off, an unexpected turn of events Cordy isn't too pleased about. First-person narration invites the reader into Cordy's introspective mind, as she follows her curiosity and learns not all change is bad. A fabulous cast of characters, from the loving librarian to Button's elderly neighbor, make this small Oregon town feel real. Lost sparks many an adventure while Cordy and her lovable crew heal and grow."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 07/14/2025
A young girl discovers that sometimes the things we need most find us first. Middle schooler Cordy, short for Cordelia, feels as though she’s carrying an invisible backpack filled with sand—the weight of grief, two years and four months after losing her fisherman father to “The Accident.” Cordy desperately seeks signs of good luck while trying to hold her fractured family together. Then a hungry, foul-breathed stray follows her home to her family’s rental, an old, leaky boathouse on the Oregon coast. She names the pooch Lost; the dog’s dental issues introduce the family to Pakistani American Taj, a veterinarian whose kindness extends far beyond animal care. Sloan populates her story with well-realized adult characters who genuinely show up for children, among them a heavy metal–loving librarian who gifts Cordy a backpack and elderly Mrs. Crowley with her vintage Polaroid camera. The Oregon setting isn’t mere backdrop; Cordy’s fascination with marine life, from molting crabs to a rare pink dolphin, is woven seamlessly into her emotional journey. While there’s “always a chance of rain” both literally and figuratively, Sloan’s gentle wisdom shines through: “So much stuff is how you choose to see it.” Young people will recognize Cordy’s fierce protectiveness and her struggle with change, even if they’ve never experienced a life-altering loss themselves. Red-haired Cordy presents white. Heartwarming and hopeful—readers will treasure this story of family and resilience. (author’s note) (Fiction. 9-12)

9780735267497 TIG SMITH, HEATHER MS
Booklist, 09/14/2024
Grades 5-8 - "Tig and her older brother, Peter, find themselves thrust into a new situation when the police discover them living alone in an otherwise abandoned apartment. Retrieved from the police by their uncle and his partner, Manny, the siblings are forced to move to the “terrible” (read: picturesque) town of Wensleydale. Tig, especially, is keen to hate everything about this new arrangement and will do whatever it takes to get back to living with her mother, who grapples with alcoholism and has an abusive boyfriend. Meanwhile, Uncle Scott and Manny do whatever they can to make Tig and Peter feel more comfortable, including buying a television, which Tig immediately smashes, and giving her a long-desired bull terrier. Following a revelation that should be shocking even for the most observant of young readers, Tig comes to find hope and real happiness in her new living situation. Smith’s short, beautifully written, chapterless work contains many section breaks and should appeal to reluctant readers. For middle-grade readers, especially fans of melancholy yet hopeful family tales of overcoming adversity."

School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2024
Gr 4–7—A devastatingly honest novel about foster care, neurodivergence, family, and resilience. Tig, 11, and Peter, 12, have been living alone after being abandoned by their mother, but when Uncle Scott picks them up at the police station, everything changes. Being from "the wrong part of town" is bad enough, but moving to upscale Wensleydale is a slap in the face for the siblings who have had a life with so little. Tig is the chatty, energetic, spunky one, nicknamed after Winnie the Pooh's friend Tigger. Peter is the quiet and pensive one. Uncle Scott and his partner Manny try their best with the kids, sometimes saying the wrong thing, but hoping to do well and offer them a home. As the summer goes on, it'll be up to Tig and Peter to decide whether they are ready to open their hearts again, knowing that grown-ups are volatile and often hurtful. Can the children form a new family and start fresh? This novel is told through the eyes of a child whose life has been nothing but rough, and readers get a glimpse into foster family experience. Raw and honest in the portrayal of pain, the narrative offers solace in the knowledge that Tig and Peter aren't' alone anymore. Tig's dyslexia and neurodivergence are well portrayed, making her an often-misunderstood main character, but also one worth loving. VERDICT A first purchase for upper elementary and middle school library collections.—Carol Youssif Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

9781524737931 CANDACE, THE UNIVERSE, AND EVERYTHING SMITH, SHERRI L MS
School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—Smith delivers a captivating blend of science fiction and coming-of-age storytelling that explores friendship, identity, and wonder across generations. Thirteen-year-old Candace Wells feels unmoored by changing friendships at the start of eighth grade, but her world expands dramatically when a mysterious bird flies out of her new locker. Inside, she finds a purple notebook filled with advice "For Girls Like Me," written by Tracey Auburn in 1988. When new messages begin to appear, Candace tracks down the now-adult Tracey, a college professor, and the pair are soon led to 93-year-old physicist Loretta Spencer, who had the same locker in 1948. Together, they discover that Candace's locker is a portal through space and time that connects their lives. Smith expertly weaves together multiple time lines, showing each woman at age 13, facing pivotal moments of growth and change. The speculative elements are grounded in real physics concepts, such as Fibonacci sequences and particle accelerators, while excerpts from an in-universe children's book add literary resonance. Candace's voice is clear and compelling as she navigates shifting friendships, a first crush, and the overwhelming realization that she's part of something cosmic. The intergenerational mentorship is especially well crafted, avoiding clichés while showing how wisdom and curiosity flow in both directions. The novel's grounding in Chicago history, with connections to the Underground Railroad and Fermilab, adds richness to the narrative. VERDICT A sophisticated blend of science and realism for readers who enjoyed the time-travel mystery of Rebecca Stead's When You Reach Me or the intergenerational depth of Kelly Barnhill's The Girl Who Drank the Moon. A strong addition to those seeking diverse speculative fiction with emotional resonance.—Rose Garrett Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 06/30/2025
A 13-year-old Black girl’s locker find leads her into an unlikely intergenerational friendship that widens her horizons. Candace Wells is beginning eighth grade with a friendship crisis. Her Filipino American best friend, Deen, has been spending more time with Candace’s “next best friend,” Becca, who’s Black and biracial, leaving Candace feeling like the odd one out. When Candace opens her new locker, a bird shoots out. Deen and Becca walk away arm in arm, leaving her to clean up. As she disinfects her locker, Candace discovers a purple composition notebook with handwritten notes. The friendship advice feels especially relevant: “These People Are Not Your Friends.” The next chapter transports readers to 1988, where Black eighth grader Tracey Auburn is arguing with her best friend, olive-skinned Dia Andres, when a bird flies into her school locker. Her purple notebook and pen go missing from her locker—only to reappear with a drawing of the bird and the signature “Candace.” Candace tracks down Tracey, who’s a professor at a local college, and the two eventually locate Loretta Spencer, the Black woman who had the locker back in 1948 and who studied physics. The trio, connected by the mysterious locker, bird, and notebook, examine the strange phenomena. Smith offers nuanced portrayals of the well-rounded characters and their relationships, combined with enjoyable fantasy elements. Each lead character’s storyline offers accessible connection points, keeping readers engaged. A heartwarming adventure that explores courage, self-belief, and dreams. (Fantasy. 10-14)

9780316548687 THE SINGULAR LIFE OF ARIA PATEL AHMED, SAMIRA MS
Kirkus Review, 03/14/2025
A Chicago teen must find her way home after being thrown into a succession of universes. Aria Patel loves physics: Unlike relationships, it’s data-driven, not emotional and capricious. Aria, who constantly catastrophizes, recently dumped her boyfriend, Rohan, pre-emptively avoiding any problems before they leave for college. Racing off on her moped one day, panicking over her widowed mother’s sudden health emergency, Aria sees a truck crash into the car her mother is driving to the ER. Aria blacks out and wakes up in front of a strange house, wearing different clothes. Her mom is there—but she’s not her usual self. Aria experiences a series of different lives before getting stuck in one for some time. She enjoys this latest world—her dad is alive, she has an adorable little sister, and there’s an undeniable attraction between her and this Rohan—but she’s desperate to get back to her original life to save her mom. Aria, whose Muslim family is cued Indian American, realizes that stabbing headaches, Rohan, and a poem entitled “To Be or Not To Be 2.0” are commonalities in every existence. She uses these clues to try to bend space-time and return home. The rush of the multiple universes and scientific mystery-solving brings excitement to this well-paced story, counteracting Aria’s anxious perseveration, and the romantic storyline is sweet. A heart-pounding coming-of-age story of a girl trapped in the whirl of a “multiversal tornado.” (Speculative fiction. 12-18)

Booklist, 02/28/2025
Grades 8-12 - Grades 8-12 - "Slipping through the multiverse every few days has become standard for Aria Patel—until she gets stuck in one of the many universes not her own. Accustomed to imitating other drastically different Aria Patels for short periods of time, the teen finds herself simultaneously struggling to return to her prime universe and settling into the life of the current Aria as days stretch into weeks. Although the rapid-fire exposition initially makes sense as Aria flits between universes, it effectively stalls both the plot and character development for long enough that only patient readers will remain engaged. There are poignant moments as Aria fights to reunite with her world, capped with a rewarding epilogue, but the stretches in between display a lack of overall character depth. Still, the premise itself is ultimately portrayed with appropriate complexity, posing questions around what makes a person who they are that introspective teens will find interesting. As a whole, Aria’s story is an addition to the body of recent multiverse fiction that will likely satisfy soft sf fans."

9780062796899 Rocket Arm Green, Tim MS
Kirkus Review, 08/31/2025
A talented young quarterback takes advantage of an unexpected chance to play on a larger stage to pursue his dreams of football glory. Eleven-year-old Zeno, who has Greek and Jewish ancestry, jumps on the offer of a full ride to an expensive athletic boarding school with nationally ranked teams. But hardly has he arrived before heâ€™s thrown into a maelstrom of distractions ranging from comical (a roomie who farts toxic clouds) to romantic (a dazzling classmate persuades him to sneak out at night to dig for buried treasure) to outright fantastical (his coach makes serious physical injuries magically disappear through â€œvoodoo,â€� or hypnotic suggestion). Is it all intended to play out as a light fantasy? Perhaps, but some unresolved elements suggest otherwise, such as the way Coach Lamb comes across as uncomfortably handsy with his new star player and Zenoâ€™s fatherâ€™s emotional bullying: Heâ€™s seldom â€œangry enough to cow [Zenoâ€™s] mom, but when he did have her on the ropes, look out.â€� Though Greenâ€™s writing is sharp when capturing on-field heroics and strategy, itâ€™s less smooth when the action moves elsewhere; readers are likely to feel jerked about by the sudden changes in tone from one very short chapter to the next. Coach Lamb, who presents white, speaks with an exaggerated Cajun drawl (â€œAnâ€™ nobody got more on da line den meâ€¦.You know it, anâ€™ I know it, anâ€™ da kidz know it, tooâ€�). Snaps briskly on the gridiron but fumbles the handoffs between games. (Fiction. 9-13)

From Follett
"Ages 8-12"--Dust jacket. Zeno Dubois is a quarterback with a rocket arm, meaning he can throw the ball a great distance. When a coach recruits him to an athletic boarding school, his dad signs him up immediately. Zeno bonds with Coach Lamb but accidentally creates a media storm when he says Coach uses unusual healing methods. Will Zeno be able to perform in the big game, with low energy and the media circling?

9781071963487 TEXT STRUCTURES FROM NONFICTION PICTURE BOOKS : LESSONS TO E Briseno, Kayla MS professional book to teach with non-fiction texts
9781071920862 TEXT STRUCTURES FROM PICTURE BOOKS, GRADES K-8 : LESSONS TO Briseno, Stephen MS professional book to teach from picture books

9780593617151 SING ME A STORY : LATINE SHORT STORIES IN VERSE Salazar, Aida MS latin authors short stories for grades 4-6

From the Publisher
Edited by multi-award-winning author Aida Salazar, this anthology brings together a star-studded cast of Latine kidlit verse novelists for an unprecedented collection of short stories in verse about the power of music.

All of your favorite Latine kidlit verse novelists have contributed stories to this powerful collection that pays tribute to the power of various forms of music, from bachata to hip hop, and Selena to dem bow.

Stories written by: Andrea Beatriz Arango, David Bowles, Stephen Briseno, Margarita Engle, Raquel Vasquez Gilliland, Juan Felipe Herrera, J.P. Infante, Guadalupe Garcia McCall, Jasminne Mendez, Rico Pabon, Nonieqa Ramos, Yaccaira Salvatierra, Ari Tison, Aida Salazar, John Santos, and Elisabet Velasquez.
9780063207899 Lu and Ren's Guide to Geozoology Angela Hsieh MS Booklist - Migrating guinea pig mountains, island-size axolotls, and floating bands of cloudlike jellyfish are just a few of the delightfully imaginative geozoological phenomena in Hsieh's clever debut graphic novel. Lu's ah-ma, a notorious explorer and geozoologist, has been in the field for years--long enough that Lu is starting to worry. When Lu learns about some sick ambystufas (stone salamanders) a few towns over, she grabs her grandmother's journal and maps, recruits her friend Ren to join her, and decides to see if she can solve the problem herself. As Lu and Ren try to figure out what's making the ambystufas sick, they learn more about Ah-ma than what they could gather from her journals and follow clues through the countryside to find the source of a wide-ranging ecological crisis. Hsieh's soft, lineless art style is an ideal vehicle for the inventive creatures that blend smoothly into the rolling landscapes. As Lu and Ren travel the countryside and butt heads over their priorities, they gradually learn to appreciate each other's needs and expectations. Throughout it all is a realistic lesson about how one careless action can lead to cascading environmental disaster. A closing field guide with more information about geozoological phenomena will thrill animal lovers. This smart, grounded, and gentle fantasy is a quiet standout.Kirkus - Two friends follow an old journal to find one girl's missing grandmother. Lu loves hearing her geozoologist grandmother Ah-ma's stories about her adventures and work with creatures like the mossbear and stonefowl. Lu wants to accompany her on her next expedition, but Ah-ma says she's too young. As time passes and Ah-ma's letters stop coming, Lu becomes determined to find her. She's sure she can discover clues to Ah-ma's whereabouts in her old travel journal. But the journal is written in Cylian, and Lu can't read the characters fluently. One day, her childhood friend Ren appears in the neighborhood, and the two decide to travel together to find Ah-ma. Along the way, they meet some of Ah-ma's friends and encounter the wonders Ah-ma taught Lu about. But trouble looms as Ren keeps big secrets, and Lu struggles with revelations about her grandmother's past. This full-color graphic novel is a beautiful story of family and friendship set in a fantasy world that cleverly combines geology and zoology. The two girls grapple with familial issues connected to expectations, language barriers, and loss. Lu, Ren, and their families speak Lirrish and Cylian, corollaries of English and Mandarin Chinese, respectively; differently colored fonts indicate which language they're using. Lu has dark brown skin and black hair, and Ren has lighter brown skin and black hair. A charming story of relationships and fantastical discoveries. (map, language note, The Traveler's Guide to Geozoology, making of the graphic novel)(Graphic fantasy. 8-12) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9780374392468 The Sky Was My Blanket Uri Shulevitz MS Only one review found - this is a nonfiction titleKirkus - In his final, posthumously published work, the late Caldecott Medalist tells the true story of his uncle's travails in World War II--era Europe. Several years before war broke out, 15-year-old Yehiel Szulewicz left his strict, devoutly Jewish home in Poland in search of adventure. Blown like a tumbleweed through much of Europe, often barely half a step ahead of Nazis and Blackshirts, he survived by relying on quick thinking, the kindness of strangers, and sheer luck. He trained as a leathersmith, took part in the Spanish Civil War against Franco, joined the Jewish resistance in France, changed his name to Henri Sulewic, and married a woman named Ida Winograd. Though he never reunited with his family, he learned of their tragic fates and spent his later years painting pictures of the obliterated Jewish community of his childhood. The matter-of-fact voice of the narrative, told from Yehiel's first-person perspective, contrasts sharply with the underlying horrors shaping his life; his accounts of his family's murders and the brutality of battles are related in much the same tone as descriptions of buying a secondhand pair of shoes, with the banal and the terrible often just a few sentences apart. That juxtaposition embodies the true power of the story, making the subject matter a bit easier to stomach yet all the more heartrending. Shulevitz's ominous black-and-white sketches are interspersed throughout. Quietly potent and intensely empathetic. (afterword, photos, reproductions of Sulewic's paintings)(Nonfiction. 10-18) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9781665982283 School for Thieves Peter Burns MS Kirkus - An orphaned street urchin is recruited into an elite school for thieves. In an alternate world where France is the dominant world power, 13-year-old Tom Morgan has had to scrimp, starve, and steal on the streets of London to survive. Born into a workhouse, he doesn't know anything about his father, while his mother may have been from North Africa. One thing he does know is the sort of cruelty that awaits the poor who are sent to the workhouse, and he's determined not to go back. But when their camp is raided and his friends are captured by workhouse agents, the only thing Tom can think of is how to get them out. Enter the Corsair, a cunning and mysterious man with a proposition: He wants to recruit Tom into Beaufort's School for Deceptive Arts. From nabbing treasures to forging identity papers, Beaufort's promises to teach Tom everything he needs to know to become a Shadow Thief and a member of the Shadow League, the secret global organization that helps keep the world's political power in balance. But Beaufort's has its own rules and secrets, and if Tom is to survive long enough to help his friends, he'll need to figure them out quickly. Clever and gripping, this fast-paced boarding school story will appeal to fans of the Mysterious Benedict Society and Spy School series. A thrilling first installment in an adventurous new series.(Adventure. 10-14) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.Booklist - Tom Morgan is a 13-year-old orphan on the streets of London who has managed to evade workhouse snatchers, thanks to his bond with other orphans and knack for trickery. But when his friends are captured, Tom grows desperate and determined to break them free. With no money and few options, he is enticed by a mysterious recruitment card promising fortune to the daring and capable. Following this card leads him to a mysterious recruiter and, later, to the remote location of the Beaufort School for Deceptive Arts. As he begins to learn the ropes of this unconventional boarding school preparing new thieves for the Shadow League, Tom wonders if he's gotten in over his head. Morgan leads readers on a fast-paced journey of jewelry heists and boarding school brawls, delivering a dabbling of dark academia to the middle-grade audience. The story can be difficult to follow with its large cast of characters, but once a reader is absorbed, they'll root for Tom on his quest to become a Shadow League graduate.
9781536213416 The Danger Files Real Life Disasters Anna Crowley Redding MS no reviews since this is a nonfiction text, but I am including the book description from the publisherProduct details from Publisher - Age Range7-10 years, Grades 2-5

Book Description - Delve deeper into some of the most dramatic disasters in history! Using case files full of firsthand accounts, critical facts, do-at-home experiments, and clues, readers can become disaster detectives and determine for themselves what happened and why. Take on the sinking of the Titanic, the crash of the Hindenburg, the Great Influenza epidemic of 1918, the Boston molasses flood, and the fire that decimated the city of Chicago. A “Your Mission!” introduction gets readers actively involved, and an inviting layout that evokes the feel of a working case file, complete with paperclipped notes and important pictures, keeps them eager for the next clue. Author Anna Crowley Redding brings her extensive journalism background to this engrossing dive into history, and Robbie Cathro’s active illustrations bring the scenes—and the real people involved—to life. Back matter includes extensive source notes and a bibliography for young journalists who want to get an even bigger scoop.
9781338832723 Outsider Kids Betty C. Tang MS Sequel to Parachute KidsKirkus - Three siblings continue their immigrant journeys in 1980s California. In this sequel to Parachute Kids (2023), sixth grader Feng-Ling (Ann), older brother Ke-Gāng (Jason), and oldest sister Jia-Xi (Jessie) share their first experiences of Halloween trick-or-treating, a Thanksgiving turkey dinner, and a Christian church service, allowing them to socialize even as they hide their status as undocumented minors whose parents back in Taiwan are still awaiting travel visas. Life gets even more complicated when a visit by two relatives introduces unwelcome dynamics and triggers plot twists and turns that force the siblings to reevaluate their actions, circumstances, and relationships. The central conflict sparking from Ann's falling-out with their 11-year-old cousin, Ting-Ting (Josephine)--a violin prodigy bound for an elite music school in Los Angeles who also speaks four languages--climaxes in a dangerous situation that the siblings must face as a team. The resourceful trio adapt to their latest challenge and resolve to "make it work." The closing dedication--"To all kids facing adversity"--boosts the can-do message. The brisk, well-crafted dialogue and attractive, comic-style drawings support the narrative flow, weaving in intercultural perspectives that are at once humorous and relatable while candidly addressing difficult issues, societal controversies, and sensitive interpersonal matters: teenage romance, bullying, racism, gender stereotypes, undocumented immigration, and exploitation of the vulnerable. Tugs at the heartstrings and will spark important, age-appropriate conversations on pertinent, broadly relevant topics. (author's note)(Graphic fiction. 9-13) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.Horn Book Magazine - Tang continues the saga of the Lin family begun in the graphic novel Parachute Kids (rev. 5/23). In 1981, the family left Taiwan in search of a better life, making their home in a Los Angeles suburb. When the parents returned to Taiwan to earn a living, the children -- Feng-Ling (Ann), Ke-Gang (Jason), and Jia-Xi (Jessie) -- were forced to fend for themselves and adapt to American culture. Here the three siblings face challenges including complicated relationships rife with drama and an overshadowing and persistent anxiety due to their undocumented immigration status. Sixth grader Ann auditions for a summer music youth band; high-schooler Jason develops a crush on classmate Alex; and Jessie stresses over getting into Harvard. Meanwhile, their spoiled cousin Ting-Ting (Josephine), a violin virtuosa, arrives from Taiwan and flaunts her cosmopolitan education, stylish fashion, linguistic fluency, and acceptance into the prestigious Music Institute of Los Angeles. However, Josephine must give up her place at M.I.L.A. and return to Taiwan when her parents decide to divorce; she takes out her disappointment on the Lins, creating a very tense situation for her cousins and necessitating a nerve-wracking overnight move. Vibrantly colored panels add occasional comic relief while exploring themes of family, friendship, belonging, queer sexuality, and the sense of loss that reflects true-to-life immigrant experiences. Overall, perseverance and the enduring triumph of the human spirit propel the Lin siblings on their journey to realizing the American dream. Jerry Dear May/June 2025 p.101
9780593898772 The Memory Spinner C.M. Cornwell MS Booklist - Lavender can't remember much about her dead mother, but then again, she can't remember much about anything these days. Her memory problems are ruining relationships and threatening her dream apothecary apprenticeship, so the desperate girl eventually tries a charmed headpiece that promises to sharpen her mind. The hat is a letdown, but rumors of its origin lead her to the a former enchantress who wove magic into exquisite apparel. The enchantress offers to help Lavender regain her memories in exchange for some mysterious missions and an eventual apprenticeship; gradual revelations lead Lavender to question everything and force her to make the excruciating choice between her past and future. The marvelous mystery takes plenty of compelling elements--the perplexing memory loss, an unusual magic system, a talking raven--and weaves them into an enthralling whole. Delightful descriptions transport readers to cozy apothecaries and bustling bakeries, and the deepening mystery behind Lavender's memory problems and the enchantress' power will keep pages turning. An enchanting examination of grief and love in all their many forms.Kirkus - A debut about memory, grief, and the power of facing difficult truths. After her mama's death, 13-year-old Lavender struggles with a memory problem that threatens her role as apothecary apprentice in her papa's shop. Desperate to remember both her lessons and cherished moments with Mama, she seeks help from Frey, the last surviving spinning enchantress--someone who wields a staff crafted from the ancient tree Yggdrasil and can knit memories into enchanted items of clothing. In return for serving as Frey's bike messenger for three weeks, Lavender will recover one memory per day. Cornwell skillfully balances Lavender's dual worlds--the practical realities of Papa's shop and the enticing allure of the memories Frey helps her access. Emotions bubble like potions: Grief, anger, jealousy, and regret simmer beneath the surface of richly drawn characters with complex motivations. The fantastical setting, which includes Norse-inspired elements, such as a talking raven named Munin and houses on stilts, feels both fresh and familiar. Magical elements--including spells, curses, and an enchanted tapestry woven with memory threads--create a world where remembering brings both power and peril. As Lavender becomes entangled in the unintentional consequences of her choices, her journey becomes one of not just remembering the past, but of finding the courage to make things right in the present. Lavender presents white, and some supporting cast members have brown skin. A heartfelt story that will leave readers hoping for more from this promising new voice.(Fantasy. 8-12) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9781774884683 Death by Whoopee Cushion Vicki Grant MS Publishers Weekly - A practical joke device gone rogue proves fatal in this twisty whodunit by Grant (A Green Velvet Secret). Middle schooler Manya, whose parents own a joke shop, and her best friend Isaac, who lives next door in the apartment above his mother’s lingerie store, are aspiring scientists. Though they persuade their parents to let them participate in Serious Science for Serious Kids, an after-school program located at the Museum of Natural History, the course has a steep enrollment fee. Manya’s father-who’s been conducting experiments with new pranking devices, such as artisanal whoopee cushions, to increase joke shop profits-believes he can offset the cost. But after an incident in which a whoopee cushion explodes and kills the school janitor during her family’s joke shop presentation at her middle school lands Manya’s parents in jail, accused of murder, Manya and Isaac must employ their science acumen and stealth to prove her parents were framed. Despite an elongated setup, steady tension, high personal stakes, and uniquely rendered relationships drive the story forward as Grant explores one preteen’s complex feelings about her "embarrassing" parents and their lives before her across bouncy first-person narration. Characters are described as having varying skin tones. Ages 10-14. Agent: Fiona Kenshole, Transatlantic Literary. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.School Library Journal - Gr 5 Up-Manya is perpetually embarrassed by her parents who run the Pranks-a-Million joke shop. She simply wants to be a scientist and go to an after-school class at the science museum with her "nerd herd" best friend Isaac, and ignore all the fake barf and dog poo that her parents push on her. But when her parents come to demonstrate their latest prank creation at her school, an explosion rocks the building and kills the new janitor. Before the incident is written off as an accident, Manya's parents are arrested for the janitor's murder! Was it all a prank gone wrong, or are Manya's parents being framed? The book opens with the plight of a kid with joke-shop parents and evolves into a cliff-hanger that hooks readers and keeps them engaged with short chapters and lots of gross-out prank shop item descriptions. Manya is a drily funny and honest tween with a loyal best friend, and both have relatable friendship and family woes. The action ramps up as Manya tries to solve the case and save her parents, but everything ends on a goofy note. The science woven into the plot is an interesting means of teaching some basic concepts, such as confirmation bias and chemical reactions, with a murder mystery/joke shop backdrop. VERDICT An excellent purchase for upper elementary and middle schools for its short, humorous take on murder mysteries.-Molly Dettmann © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
9780063098718 Sabrena Swept Away Karuna Riazi MS Booklist - According to family lore, Sabrena is descended from Sinbad the Sailor. It seems far-fetched, but it would certainly explain her affinity for water. Stories, particularly those from One Thousand and One Nights, have always been a huge part of her family life--and never more so than now, with her grandmother's dementia worsening; stories are the only thing that can bring her back to the present. Sabrena is unsure of her own storytelling skills, and starting at a new Islamic school does nothing to help her confidence. But when she suddenly produces puddles that act as a portal to her beloved book, Sabrena is faced with a whole new set of pressing problems: mythical monsters, a sunken kingdom, and a race to get back home to help her grandmother. The wondrous storybook surroundings and occasionally unsettling mythological figures are delightfully drawn, and the fast pace and shorter length will appeal to a wide range of ages. A beautiful, bite-sized fairy tale that reminds readers of the power in telling your own story.Kirkus - A girl's destiny is linked to her heritage and her gift for storytelling. With family lore connecting them to magic, water, and the legendary Sinbad the sailor fromThe Thousand and One Nights, Sabrena has always felt an affinity for her grandmother, a skilled storyteller. But the adjustment when her family moves from Brooklyn to Richmond, Virginia, to live with Grandma, who has dementia, weighs heavily on her. Sabrena grapples with loneliness as the new kid at her tightknit Islamic school and struggles with supporting Grandma through her own stories. She also fears that her mother and aunt may move her grandmother into assisted living, away from the cherished home she calls her "Palace of Memories." Then, a mysterious flood unexpectedly transports Sabrena into the wondrous realm ofThe Thousand and One Nights. The days and nights are strangely altered, and familiar characters differ from her recollection of the tales. Finding an ally in Marjana, who in this world is Ali Baba's adopted daughter, she seeks a resolution in a sunken undersea kingdom that's connected to jinn and dark magic, all while discovering the role she must play to save the sultanate and return home to her family. Though occasionally dragging in pace after a strong beginning, Riazi's narrative features beautifully written, lyrical descriptions. The tale speaks to the power and connection found in stories, family, and emotions that arise in the face of loss and change. Sabrena is Bangladeshi and African American. A sometimes meandering but magically spun yarn.(Fantasy. 8-12) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9781459841482 Bark Twice for Murder John Lekich MS School Library Journal - Gr 5-8-This trio of tales features resourceful protagonists who get in over their heads but use their wits to find their way out of sticky situations. The weakest of the bunch is Night for Mischief, a plot-driven tale about a cursed mask turning Halloween into a real-life nightmare. Miss Match features a group of young teens who start a matchmaking service for the upcoming middle school dance. The interest turns out to be overwhelming, and when everyone ends up mismatched, they have some angry customers. This title builds up to a dramatic dance-night confession straight out of a teen movie. Bark Twice for Murder is a masterfully written, deliciously weird mystery. Fourteen-year-old Harry loves to make food for people at his local homeless shelter, even befriending some of the regular customers. When Stanley is murdered near Harry's food truck, Stanley's dog, Waffles, starts talking to Harry. The two must solve the murder. Despite the outlandish plot, the book is sensitive to issues like homelessness and mental illness. VERDICT Bark Twice for Murder is a must-add to any collection, Miss Match is worth considering, pass on A Night for Mischief. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
9781665943338 Many Misfortunes of Eugenia Wang Stan Yan MS Kirkus - A girl's dark comic strip starts to feel more like a premonitory vision. In Chinese superstition, the number four, which sounds like the Chinese word fordeath, is considered unlucky. Twelve-year-old Eugenia Wang was born on April 4th, making her birthday the doubly unlucky "FOUR FOUR!" Her mother refuses to hold Eugenia's party on her actual birthday--and while Eugenia would rather be drawing comics and making art, Mom ("an overbearing Asian mom stereotype") wants her to study and practice the violin. One day in PE, Eugenia's friend Keisha, who presents Black and has two dads, accidentally gives her a concussion, after which Eugenia has a spooky dream about her house catching fire. To get the dream out of her head, she draws a comic about it. Soon, drawing pulls her into a trance. Each time, she wakes up with more of the comic completed--but no recollection of having worked on it. As more people perish in the dream fire, which seems to be connected to her upcoming 13th birthday, Eugenia grows increasingly desperate to stop it from becoming reality. The panels, which vary in perspective, adding visual interest, support the tone of this dramatic, funny, and touching graphic novel. The fire sequences feature an ominous, predominantly red palette. Readers will relate to Eugenia's struggles over meeting family expectations, following her passions, navigating relationships, and negotiating daily life as a tween. Slightly spooky and filled with humor and heart. (language note, alternate covers, process notes)(Graphic fiction. 8-13) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9780063396654 Zed Moonstein Makes a Friend Lance Rubin MS Booklist - In a seriocomic horror story designed to prod readers into reexamining their online habits and environments, middle-schooler Zed caps a history of social awkwardness by acquiring an increasingly codependent AI "friend." Seeing himself demoted from BFF to SBFF ("second-best friend forever") by formerly inseparable buddy Rishti, Zed downloads an experimental app called "MonoFriend." Soon he's texting and video chatting with a fascinating and funny new friend he names "Matt," who gets his jokes, takes his side, sends him cool gifts, and--since Zed lives in a town where the paternalistic megacorporation MonoLyth provides everyone's home AIs, smartphones, vehicles, and computers--tracks everything he does and says. When at last Zed, feeling smothered and uneasy, tries to delete the app, "Matt" turns out to be not only omniscient but vindictive. Inviting consideration of what it really means to live without privacy, Rubin doesn't hold back in dishing out moralistic observations both about what our near-future IT and AI overlords have in store for us and how much closer and more real friendships can be when the phones are put away.Kirkus - Lonely, awkward Zed Moonstein is growing up in MonoTown, formerly known as Orange Hills and now the tech-obsessed headquarters of the company MonoLyth. White-presenting Jewish sixth grader Zed's world revolves around his best (and only) friend, Rishti Ray, who reads South Asian. So when Rishti starts spending time with new friend Caz Rojas, Zed feels abandoned. Desperate for connection, Zed discovers a secret app on his mom's work server: MonoFriend. Through it, he meets "Matt," an artificial intelligence presence who seems to understand him better than any real person. But as their friendship deepens, Zed begins to question what it really means to have a friend--and whether Matt is everything he claims to be. The tech-enhanced town, with homes, stores, and schools outfitted with every possible version of AI, plays a driving role in the plot and provides the context for much of the pulse-pounding action. Rubin skillfully balances humor, suspense, and emotional insights into the angst and isolation of adolescence, especially in a world where technology is always a tap away. And although the cautionary message regarding the perils of technology can get a bit heavy-handed, the book poses important questions about the role of AI in our lives, the loss of genuine connection and privacy, and how greed and constant consumption can drive innovation in a dangerous direction. A fast-paced plot, quirky characters, and timely themes address friendship and identity in the digital age.(Fiction. 8-12) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9781665977630 Traitors in Space Tim Collins MS Kirkus - Intrepid readers must make tough decisions to save a spaceship's crew from a hostile alien takeover. The premise of this interactive tale? You're a young intergalactic geologist who's just completed a successful first mission to a distant planet's rocky moon. It's time to go back into cryosleep for the long voyage home. But when you awaken, something's not right. You're still nowhere near Earth, and the emergency alarm is blaring. The computer informs you that extraterrestrial life has been detected on board. Who among your ship's close-knit crew can you really trust? In fast-paced, second-person prose, readers are asked to make critical choices such as casting their vote for who among the cast is most likely to have been infected by an alien life form and then following a winding path to discover the outcome of that decision. Scene-setting and character development take a back seat to rollicking side quests, but fans of Choose Your Own Adventure--style stories will find much to love regardless. Fresh, angular cartoon illustrations detail the mysterious alien invasion and stoke suspicion, though they don't always quite align with the text. Images of the characters imply an ethnically diverse crew. With tricky visual puzzles integrated throughout and more than 45 possible endings (some deadly), this tale will invite readers to return again and again. A cosmic journey that will have young adventurers rocketing back for further missions. (ship map, answer key)(Science fiction. 7-9) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
9780593809914 Poisoned King Katherine Rundell MS Next book in Impossible Creatures seriesKirkus - Following the events of Impossible Creatures (2024), a devoted Guardian teams up with a brave princess to fight her power-hungry uncle and save the Archipelago's dragons from a strange new threat. Jacques the dragon summons Christopher Forrester back to the Archipelago from the human world: Dragons are dying, and no one knows why. Meanwhile, on the island of Dousha, Princess Anya's grandfather, King Halam, has been murdered, and her father accused--though she knows he's innocent. When Christopher and Anya take refuge on the islet of Glimt, the Berserker Nighthand helps them see how their twin missions to save the dragons and free Anya's father are connected. They work together to create an antidote for the poison that's killing the dragons and to keep Anya and her father safe from her murderous uncle. Meanwhile, Nighthand and Irian, the part-nereid ocean scholar, pursue their own important secret mission. Divided into three parts--"Castle," "Dragons," and "Revenge"--and containing elements of fairy tales, fantasy, and Shakespeare, this story continues the storyline established in the series opener, yet because it introduces new characters and obstacles, it could also stand alone. Dark-blond Anya ("five feet tall and all of it claws") is a match for white-presenting Christopher, who, though he still misses Mal, finds that "it made a difference to have someone to move through the world with again. A friend changed the feel of the universe." Mackenzie's delicate, otherworldly art adorns the text. A spectacular return to a magical world. (map, bestiary)(Fantasy. 10-15) Copyright (c) Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.
97814559839595 Cracking the Code: The Human Quest to Uncover Secrets MS no reviews since this is a nonfiction text, but I am including the book description from the publisherOcra Book Publishers - Humans have been keeping secrets for generations and using cryptology to make sure those secrets don’t fall into the wrong hands. From the development of ancient Greek ciphers, to the creation of the Enigma and today's CRISPR technology, codes and codebreakers have changed the course of history. Today cryptology addresses cybersecurity and the ethics of hacking our own genetic code. Cracking the Code reveals the history of codes, explores why humans keep secrets and introduces us to coding heroes like the Navajo Code Talkers from World War II. Codes have defined human history and will map our digital future. Will you be the next codebreaker to unlock the mysteries behind the codes that shape our world?
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes: Review #1 Review #2

978-1-09-829892-0
250th Anniversary of the United States of America 
Encyclopedia Bennett, L. HS No reviews-standard nonfiction by trusted publisher

9780316575355 A Beautiful and Terrible Murder Andrews, Claire HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—From the moment readers open this book to the moment it is closed, the adventure never stops. Irene Adler must maneuver the Victorian world of gender roles, wealth, family heritage, and power, all while disguised as Isaac Holland to participate in the education she desires. It goes well enough until the body count rises. There is a serial murderer in the college, and it is up to Irene and her fellow student Sherlock Holmes to discover the truth. They are hampered by their nemesis, James Moriarity, who is envious of their status as high-achieving students and who feels entitled because of his wealth and their lack. Staying true to the Holmes canon while inventing a background for Irene Adler, Holmes, Watson, and Moriarity, Andrews pens a smart, witty, engaging, and fearless young woman who holds her own. While bouncing back and forth between being Isaac and herself requires logistics in the extreme, Irene navigates the two worlds determined to uncover the murderer against all the odds set against her. Readers of Sherlock Holmes, Enola Holmes, and similar homage books will enjoy these younger versions of the characters as they struggle to uncover the mysterious deaths that may come too close for comfort. This first book in a series sets the stage for more adventures. Irene cues white. VERDICT Recommended; hand this book to strong readers who like a complex mystery entwined with Victorian culture set in the center of the Sherlock Holmes universe.—Connie Williams Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 06/14/2025
In 1872, a University of Oxford student must solve the mystery of a string of murders with the help of Sherlock Holmes. When Irene Adler discovers the body of a classmate, one of the elite All Souls College cohort, she’s quickly drawn into the investigation. The problem? Irene has been disguising herself, using the name Isaac Holland to study at All Souls—which only admits men—as well as at the all-women’s college Lady Margaret. And now Isaac is a prime suspect. Her fellow students include her half brother, the infamous “narcissistic sociopath” James Moriarty, and the brilliant but enigmatic wealthy “upstart” Sherlock Holmes. As more All Souls bodies pile up, Irene, still posing as Isaac, joins forces with Sherlock to uncover the murderer’s identity, all while grappling with her increasingly complicated feelings for him. As the unlikely pair closes in on the truth, they become entangled in a plot that’s far more dangerous than they ever expected—and with higher stakes than they could have imagined. With fast-paced prose and a witty, likable hero, this work is a largely satisfying reimagining of Sherlock Holmes. However, some of Irene’s relationships with other characters feel underdeveloped, occasionally to the detriment of the plot. The Oxford setting is a captivating backdrop, enhancing the story’s intrigue. Most main characters are cued white; Sherlock has “dark, tan” skin, “ebony” eyes, and curly black hair. A lively, action-packed adventure. (map) (Historical mystery. 13-18)

979-83-18-93594-7 A Bird in the Air Means We Can Still Breathe Browne, Mahogany L. HS Kirkus Reviews starred (January 15, 2025): Young people and their families try to survive during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic. “Two city girls with island roots,” Jamaican Electra and Trinidadian Hyacinth, are best friends whose voices serve as the book’s chorus, threading together individual stories and adding context, reflection, and direction. Their interspersed conversations are readers’ touchpoints for poems (in varied forms, including haiku and acrostic) and prose (which encompasses a letter, email, and a to-do list). Together the entries evoke the experiences of teens in New York City who are searching for love, hope, community, and liberation amid the fear and uncertainty of the pandemic. Browne’s use of varied formats and content offers a fresh and incisive look at the impact of the pandemic on young people’s lives as they dated, worked, attended school, and grew up while their world shut down around them. Grief becomes a palpable presence, as heightened responsibilities and innumerable losses demand from teens levels of grace, honesty, and care that many adults bowed under. The characters’ voices feel as authentic as if they were next to you—or, maybe, six feet away—close enough to feel the wrenching pain of hoping a grandmother lives long enough for a vaccine to be available, close enough to understand the ecstasy of a first kiss after months with no physical contact. Heavy, important, powerful and evergreen; remembers kids during the time when the world stopped. (author’s note) (Fiction. 13-18)Booklist starred (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)): Grades 9-12. The author calls this book “a quilt of stories, poems, fables, and woes circling the moment we all survived.” What was survived, of course, was the COVID-19 plague, while “we” refers to the teens of color who endured, even when, in several tragic cases, their parents didn’t. In form, the book is a collection of linked short stories with the occasional poem interspersed. Leitmotifs of the collection are sadness and loneliness. One teenage girl, who lives, parentless, with her older sister, longs for a calico cat for company. Electra and Hyacinth, two “city girls with island roots” (Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, respectively), who met through the foster-care system, are luckier, having each other for company. Together, they provide choruses that help link the stories, the largest number of which feature a nearly 18-year-old boy, Malachi, who lives with his younger siblings, MJ and Lil’Monti. Their father, whom readers encounter in two later stories, has been in prison for four years for his revolutionary speeches and writings; their mother went out looking for an inhaler for MJ and never came back. The book boasts memorable characters and beautiful writing—especially the poems. It is singularly relevant in its unsparing examination of the pandemic and its impact on young lives, ideal for both classroom use and independent reading.
979-83-687-8126-6 A Bite of Pepper Lorinczi, Balazs HS Publishers Weekly (May 26, 2025): Skateboarding teenage vampire Pepper is uninterested in choosing a bride for her turning, a required vampiric ritual for becoming an immortal being. Forced to attend a vampire ball with her meddling mother and conniving younger brother Jeb, Pepper intervenes as Jeb mesmerizes Ana, a human waitress and art student. Fleeing the ball together, Pepper shares with Ana the details of the ritual, and how a young vampire must turn a human in order to become a true creature of the night. Pepper’s mother then hires Ana to work in the family’s antiquarian bookstore, hoping to encourage Ana and Pepper’s continued friendship. Ana’s sketches of Pepper skateboarding captivate both Ana’s art teacher and Jeb, who, sensing a money-making opportunity, thrusts himself into Ana and Pepper’s budding relationship. As Pepper settles into her role as Ana’s muse, she struggles with her romantic feelings for the human. Lorinczi (Wolfpitch) deploys heavy black inks to conjure a fitting, noir-like atmosphere that’s levied by pink accents that accentuate coming-of-age plot points and sweet depictions of a self-conscious teen’s foray into all-encompassing first love. Ages 14-up. Agent: Brent Taylor, Triada US. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025): A skateboarder desperately wants to avoid the physical changes of young adulthood. Pepper Mint loves skateboarding and her vampire dog, Shroom. She doesn’t love her mother’s pestering her to become a full vampire like her parents. Pepper doesn’t want to change, though she adores having strap-on wings. Human skaters falsely believe she has a physiological advantage (though she’s avoiding changing partly to avoid the increased strength that would make all her hard-won skills feel “irrelevant”). The B+ juice supplement that helps her minimize real blood consumption is classed as performance-enhancing, so she can’t compete. Instead of going full vamp at the vampire ball as her mother requested, Pepper sneaks off and befriends human waiter and art student Ana, who draws Pepper skating with her wings. Pepper’s half brother, Jeb, who’s always hustling, sees a business opportunity: turning Ana’s art into a vampire-themed skateboard brand. But the grind of the business wears Pepper down, damaging her trust in Jeb and growing closeness with Ana. Despite vast gulfs separating what they each want, the three eventually learn to support one another’s choices. Attractive panels in pale blue, pink, lavender, and white evoke the transgender flag, reinforcing the metaphor of delaying puberty to avoid becoming “crystallized” in one form. This affirming story questions and creatively redefines “coming of age” in ways that will speak to many readers. Black-haired Pepper has light skin, dark-skinned Jeb has Afro-textured hair, and Ana has medium-toned skin and light hair. Joyful and hopeful. (Graphic paranormal. 14-18)
979-83-687-0564-4 A Curse for True Love Garber, Stephanie HS School Library Journal, 11/30/2023: Gr 8 Up—In this highly anticipated finale to Garber's latest trilogy in the "Caraval" universe, Evangeline (who reads white) awakens with all of her memories from the past year erased. Her husband, the handsome Prince Apollo (who is Black), promises to keep her safe and whisks her back to a seemingly fairy-tale life. Her lack of memories leaves her unsure of whether she should trust Apollo, who is determined to kill the charming but villainous Lord Jacks who Apollo claims was responsible for a long list of heinous crimes. As she slowly pieces together her past, Evangeline rediscovers her love for Jacks and realizes she must stop him from making an irreversible mistake in a foolhardy attempt to keep her safe. As always, Garber's worldbuilding is lush and captivating. The beautiful prose make for a smooth, quick read, and the characters are witty and complex. The first half of the book leaves Jacks and Evangeline separated, but the second half of the book more than makes up for the lack of witty banter and forbidden romance in the first half. Garber has successfully crafted a love story that has left readers rooting for a villain from the "Caraval" series. The ending is predictable, but will give fans what they've been waiting for. VERDICT Readers will be on the edge of their seats to get to the stunning finale of this much-loved series.—Candyce Pruitt-Goddard Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 12/14/2023: Despite living her happily-ever-after, Evangeline can’t help but strive to recover her lost memories in this trilogy closer. Evangeline Fox awakens in the strong arms of Prince Apollo, her apparent husband, who swears to protect her from the evil Lord Jacks, who stole her memories. Unfortunately, Evangeline remembers nothing of her long and complex journey in the Magnificent North or her past romances; only the pain in her heart lets her know something is missing. At Wolf Hall, Evangeline seeks ways to unlock her missing memories, including enlisting the help of a mysterious guard named Archer, even as Apollo’s behavior becomes more and more controlling. The pacing and plot feel stagnant at first, with Evangeline remembering things in flashes and moments of brief feelings, but things finally pick up once her memories return. With the point of view rotating among Evangeline, Apollo, and Jacks, there are few narrative surprises, but it’s intriguing to delve into the minds of an antagonist and a Fate. The story’s inclusion of the legendary Valors and the fantastical fairy-tale setting are unfortunately overshadowed by the love triangle’s dramatic tug-of-war romance. Likewise, the book’s various themes—power, hope, stories, and the nature of humanity—are of interest but handled in an unfocused way. The conclusion, at least, is satisfying, and it hints at future tales set in this world. Evangeline, Jacks, and Archer read white; Apollo has dark hair and olive skin. Frustratingly slow and lacking in magical wonder. (map) (Fantasy. 14-18)

9780062994509 A Disaster in Three Acts Rodkey, Kelsey HS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2022
Gr 9 Up—Eighteen-year-old student filmmaker Saine's eye for storytelling is why she knows her friendship with Holden Michaels is over when he rejects her publicly during a middle school game of spin-the-bottle and, years later, dates and breaks up with her best friend. But then Saine needs his help to complete her documentary for a filmmaking program at Temple University when her original subject drops out. With her preliminary application submitted, Saine has to stick to her topic—following a contestant through a series of live-action gaming competitions to win a prototype virtual reality headset—which is where Holden comes in. Following her ex-best-friend around while thinking she's telling a familiar tale about a white boy getting what he wants is hard. Doing that while worrying if her current best friend is jealous is even harder. Saine's fixation on the success of her film makes it easy to put her growing feelings for Holden and crumbling relationships on hold while she tries to shape real life to make sure her documentary wins her a spot at Temple, inventing financial problems and resorting to sabotage. As her lies and manipulations grow, Saine faces a reality check when she realizes that sometimes narrative growth hurts—especially when it comes to facing the consequences of her actions. Saine and Holden are white, with some secondary characters cued as BIPOC. The cast also includes characters across the LGBTQIA+ spectrum. VERDICT A fast-paced rom-com with a main character whose singular focus often works against her character development.—Emma Carbone Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 04/30/2022
An aspiring documentarian finds her new subject in her estranged ex–best friend. Eighteen-year-old high school senior Saine Sinclair hopes to secure a coveted spot in a documentary pilot program at Temple University. To complete her application, she’ll need to submit a short documentary. When her original subject, a woman competing in the Vice and Virtual video game competition, drops out and the deadline looms, Saine turns in desperation to another competitor, Holden Michaels. Not only is Holden her childhood best friend, but he’s also the ex-boyfriend of her current BFF, Corrine Baker. Saine has done her best to avoid Holden since an awkward spin-the-bottle incident in sixth grade, but now she’ll be filming his every move. The twosome’s journey plays with rom-com tropes as Rodkey explores the messiness of feelings—including growing pains and miscommunication—through flawed characters who don’t always take the easy road. Saine, who is single-minded about filmmaking and not above manipulation if it’ll make for a better movie, has to reckon with the consequences of her actions. Some plot points are clearly foreshadowed, but with a well-developed secondary cast and lots of places for the protagonists to go, the fast-paced story maintains readers’ interest. Main characters are White; there is some diversity in race and sexual orientation in the supporting cast. A rom-com that deftly hits many emotional beats. (Romance. 13-18)

9781546003694 A Gift of Joy and Hope Francis, Pope HS No reviews-standard nonfiction

9781545821749 A Little Step, Vol. 1 Szeto, Mimi HS
School Library Journal (November 1, 2025)
Gr 8 Up--An emotional manga series that follows two creative students in Hong Kong. Lau Yu Kiu, an art student struggling to draw under pressure, finds inspiration when she hears Lee Hou Yuet playing his guitar. The two soon coordinate their efforts to try and win their school's annual festival contest, which promises a hefty scholarship for Lau Yu and a chance for Lee Hou's family to finally accept his dream of becoming a famous musician. This first volume tackles themes like difficult family dynamics, the daunting expectations of high achievers, and feeling isolated as a young adult, closing with a cliff-hanger that will leave readers eager for more. Tying the story together are truly stunning watercolor illustrations, consistent with the themes of the text. Though the character art is simple, it manages an expressiveness that manga fans will recognize and adore. In fact, the distinct absence of prominent line work leads to an art style that flows smoothly and freely, bound only by shadows and shifting colors. When it comes to more detailed panels, the colors continue to do the heavy lifting, though line work does make more of an impression in such scenes. Almost exclusively using white, peach, green, blue, and indigo, Szeto skillfully creates gorgeous gradients through the manga. The artwork has a natural flow that draws readers' eyes through each pael, allowing for beautiful and interpretive storytelling, similar to manga titles such as Blue Period, Whisper Me a Love Song, and Your Name. VERDICT: The first volume in a boldly artistic manga series that effectively utilizes fine watercolor art as a backdrop to an emotional coming-of-age story.--M. Miri Reyes

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 7-12 - "This emotional manhua about the anxieties and exhilarations of making art in the midst of self-discovery is perfect for readers who enjoyed Naoshi Arawakan’s Your Lie in April or Makoto Shinkai and Ranmaru Kotone’s Your Name. Lau Yu Kiu is a talented art student who dreams of studying abroad, but she struggles to create when she’s being watched or when the heat of competition is upon her. One day, while hiding in an empty classroom to try to push herself to create, she overhears her classmate, Lee Hou Yuet, in the school stairwell playing music that moves her. Drawn to a fellow creative, Yu Kiu slowly gets to know her mysterious classmate better, and they motivate each other to pursue their goals despite the pressures they face. Colored in a muted palette, this manhua has a light, sketch-like quality that’s dreamy and a bit unfinished, rather like the protagonists. This is sure to resonate with teens, particularly those experiencing anxieties and family pressures in their pursuit of creative futures."

978-4-8053-1944-4
Action Origami: Paper Toys That Fly, Hop, Twirl, 
Shake and Surprise! Sasagawa, Isamu HS No reviews-standard nonfiction (student request)

979-83-18-92312-8 All the Noise at Once Davis, Deandra HS Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2025): An autistic Black teen in Florida battles on and off the field to define his own destiny and come to his brother’s aid. Sixteen-year-old Aiden Wright wants to play football with his older brother during their last school year together before Brandon goes to college. But sensory stress during Aiden’s team tryout leads to a meltdown, and he’s only invited to play when two other athletes leave. Meanwhile, Aiden is placed in a life skills class that’s typically reserved for kids who have challenges. There he’s partnered for a project involving getting a part-time job with friendly new girl Isabella, who got in trouble at her old school. When a teammate who’s long been cruel to Aiden because of his autism instigates a fight that escalates, Aiden becomes a victim of police violence. Brandon intervenes, trying to protect him, and is arrested and charged with assaulting an officer. Now Aiden battles complicated team dynamics while he tries to get Brandon exonerated. Aiden is a nuanced character with a well-developed inner life. The brothers’ realistically drawn relationship is both flawed and vulnerable, showing the different facets of their personalities. The coaches and about half the football players are white, and the Wrights live in a wealthy, predominantly white area of town; Davis’ debut explores the intersections of race and socioeconomic differences. An atmospheric gridiron tale that highlights the complexities of team sports, friendship, and bias. (Fiction. 14-18)Publishers Weekly starred (April 7, 2025): Though Black high school junior Aiden loves football, he’s always believed that his reactions to overstimulation connected with his autism diagnosis would prevent him from joining his older brother, star quarterback Brandon, on the high school team. When he participates in summer tryouts, his overwhelm from a multi-person pileup triggers a meltdown. Assuming he’s doomed his chances, Aiden moves on, until a confluence of events results in his making the team, a development that not everyone-including some of his new teammates-is happy about. Then Aiden is involved in a physical altercation with a white teammate, and Brandon, having protected Aiden, is wrongfully charged with assaulting a white police officer. With the future Brandon has worked so hard for-and the brothers’ relationship-in jeopardy, Aiden determines to clear his brother’s name. Chapter titles count down the days leading up to and following the incident, grounding readers and injecting immediacy into Davis’s propulsive debut. Aiden’s intimate first-person perspective offers an organic portrayal of a Black autistic teen navigating social stigma and systemic racism. Writing nuanced and complexly rendered characters, family dynamics, and social commentary, Davis delivers a powerful portrayal of identity and siblinghood that’s as gripping as it is thoughtful. Ages 14-up. Agent: Kat Kerr, Donald Maass Literary. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

9781302965839
Amazing Spider-Man Modern Era Epic Collection: Big 
Time Slott, Dan HS No reviews (Marvel and DC comics often do not have professional reviews)--Publisher age range is Grades 7 and Up.

 978-0-593-90394-0 An Ocean Apart Tew, Jill HS
Kirkus Reviews
A poor girl sneaks onto a dating show in hopes of winning a cash prizeNine years ago, Hurricane Leopold destroyed Miami and sent the wealthy people who ruined the environment to live aboard luxury ocean liners. Now, Eden Lowell, 18, lives with the family of her best friend and crush, Henry Turner, scalping drones to afford the ever-increasing prices for clean Aquadictum drinking water. Theo Desjardins, the Aquadictum heir, is starring in a dating reality show in which wealthy young women compete for his love-and 500,000 credits. A tragic accident forces a desperate Eden to turn to local rebel leader the Ringmaster for help in crashing the show. Her plan? Make Theo fall for her-and then steal the prize for her family and impoverished community. But once she's on the show, she starts having second thoughts. Theo's different than she imagined, and breaking his heart just might break her own. Climate fiction meets Kiera Cass'The Selection in this quick and appealing read. Tew sets up a world that at times feels eerily possible, while still delivering  a romance with a healthy dose of drama and longing. The pacing feels off, particularly within scenes, but readers who become invested in the story likely won't notice. Fans of light dystopian novels and environmental stories will find much to enjoy. Eden and Theo read Black, Henry and his family present white, and there's diversity among the supporting cast.Entertaining and romantic.(Dystopian. 12-18)

School Library Journal (10/1/25)
Gr 9 Up— A dystopian romance with a heart for social justice and a good dose of action. Eden Lowell struggles to survive and support her adoptive family in the flooded Marshes of old Miami, where nutritious food and water are scarce. She blames the Cruisers, the corrupt wealthy in power who have abandoned the land and live on vast ships. Seeking vengeance, she partners with the mysterious anti-Cruiser rebel, the Ringmaster, to infiltrate the dating show being held for corporate heir Theo Desjardins. Eden will seize his heart and disappear with the prize money for the Marshes. But Theo challenges Eden's assumptions and prejudices, and she soon finds herself pulled apart, facing decisions between different identities, loves, and futures. The story offers a smart, driven, and flawed heroine surrounded by a diverse cast of characters. Eden is described as having dark brown arms and black curls, and many of the characters are described as having tan or dark skin. Action and issues of social justice are integrated with character and relationship development, mixed with a love triangle and an enemies-to-lovers trope blend. VERDICT For fans of Kiera Cass's The Selection , a fast-paced The Bachelor –inspired romance, going deeper with purpose for its characters.— Christine Juedes

9781534520271 Ancient Egypt Cottrell, George HS Nonfiction (no reviews); Publisher Age range is 4-6 grade

978-0-593-90233-2 Ancient Egypt Messner, Kate HS
School Library Journal Starred Review, 10/01/25, Gr 4–7— At its core, this title understands the endless appeal of Ancient Egypt, which has held generations of kids in its thrall. Messner brings readers on an engaging journey through chronology of Ancient Egypt, from pyramids and mummies to assassination plots and rumors of curses. The book's combination of cartoon illustrations, historical photographs, and comic strip sections will appeal to all sorts of readers, and its humorous tone facilitates information and the introduction of new vocabulary. Messner's inclusion of the controversies around Egyptian archeological excavations and looting by Europeans during the 19th century (and onward) is particularly impressive in its nuance and delivery. An index, back matter, and extensive bibliography make this book an excellent option for classroom usage. VERDICT The latest entry in the massively popular "History Smashers" series is accurate, entertaining, and compulsively readable—a must-purchase for library and classroom collections alike.— Molly Saunders

9780593125472 Angelica and the Bear Prince Nguyen, Trung Le HS
School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 7 Up—In the midst of a sweet slice-of-life comic about some teens working at a local theater company is a heart-wrenching look at how different people cope with grief. Angelica (Jelly) lost her grandmother years ago and kept busy during her mourning. She now finds herself burnt out and unable to connect with the people who care about her. Meanwhile, Jelly's mother is handling her grief by trying to hold on too tightly. In a separate subplot, the theater owner lost her husband, and she finds that grief takes her by surprise. There are multiple views of loneliness and sorrow, but also many examples of finding joy, which is delightfully mirrored in the art on each page. Jelly finds she can communicate with a fan account of a character in the theater's play. Her best friend Chrissy finds confidence in portraying a princess. The characters each take their turn working through their daily struggles, big and small. The book's biggest setback is the pacing, with major problems getting solved quickly, relative to how many chapters it took to set up. Likewise, smaller issues are brushed aside or tidied up too neatly, and the story lacks breathing room in the second half. Jelly is depicted with tan skin and dark hair; Chrissy has pale skin and blond hair. VERDICT A lovely look at burnout, grief, and coming-of-age with just a dash of teenage romance as a treat.—Lauren Sullivan Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 08/31/2025
Grades 7-12 - "*Starred Review* In his author’s note, Nguyen states that, after 2020’s relatively heavy The Magic Fish, he set out to tell a lighter story. And the trappings certainly seem lighter as we meet 17-year-old overachiever Angelica, aka Jelly, who, after starting an internship at the local theater, enters a deepening relationship (via DM) with the unknown (masked) actor playing the current show's titular Bear Prince. The story shifts seamlessly between Jelly’s present, the actual Bear Prince story (based on the seminal fairy tale “East of the Sun and West of the Moon”), and a flashback to Jelly’s early childhood, when she first saw the show. In Nguyen’s hands, it’s a smooth ride, made better by the fact that he (admittedly) failed to avoid heavy subject matter. Jelly and her parents are in lingering grief over the loss of her grandmother, and this theme of grief and coping with change is a throughline. It’s the balance between these high-stakes personal struggles and the genuinely sweet budding romance between Jelly and the mystery bear that makes for such an intoxicating cocktail. A phenomenal artist, Nguyen flexes his writing chops, too; with a bit of flourish in each scene—the extra page or panel or even line—he gives his characters room to breathe and express their endearing idiosyncrasies, resulting in a masterfully paced queer romance grounded in reality and starring the most lovable (and beautifully representative) cast."

978-1-09-829808-1 Ariana Grande Edwards, Sue Bradford HS No reviews-standard nonfiction by trusted publisher (ABDO)

9780156030090

Aristotle's Children: How Christians, Muslims, and 
Jews Rediscovered Ancient Wisdom and Illuminated 
the Dark Ages Rubenstein, Richard HS Sparse reviews--nonfiction, so I included the Publisher's Weekly review. Students requested more theological and philosophical books.

School Library Journal, 02/29/2004
Adult/High School-This is a challenging, intricate book for mature students who are fascinated by the paradox of the Middle Ages: How was the knowledge of Greece and Rome lost, and how was it found again? To set the scene, Rubenstein provides an introduction to the lives and works of Plato and Aristotle, and to the collapse of the Roman Empire in the West. He then shifts his focus to the year 1136, when a group of Muslim, Jewish, and Christian scholars working together in Toledo began translating the philosopher's forgotten works. The dissemination of those translations sent shock waves through Europe as religious leaders tried to reconcile Aristotle's scientific theories with Church doctrine. The struggles between secular rulers and the Church hierarchy, and the development of the medieval universities, are presented with rich detail and feeling. The author shows readers the similarities between those conflicts and the Darwinist/creationist clashes. Students researching topics on the Middle Ages will find this title a useful reference source. Multiple pages are devoted to the lives and works of important figures, such as Abelard, Aquinas, and Innocent II, but the author does not neglect the less well known, such as William of Ockham or Siger de Brambant. Religious orders, heretical movements, and philosophical works are equally well covered. This is a compelling account of how the rediscovery of the writings of Aristotle changed the way the Western world looked at humans, God, and nature.-Kathy Tewell, Chantilly Regional Library, VA Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.

Publishers Weekly, 09/07/2003
In 12th-century Toledo, in Spain, a group of Christian monks, Jewish sages and Muslim teachers gathered to study a new translation of Aristotle's De Anima (On the Soul). In Rubenstein's dazzling historical narrative, this moment represents both the tremendous influence of Aristotle on these three religions and the culmination of the medieval rediscovery of his writings. In the fourth century B.C., Aristotle fashioned a new system of philosophy, focusing on the material world, whose operations he explained by a series of causes. As Rubenstein (When Jesus Became God) explains, in the second and third centuries A.D., Western Christian scholars suppressed Aristotle's teachings, believing that his emphasis on reason and the physical world challenged their doctrines of faith and God's supernatural power. By the seventh century, Muslims had begun to discover Aristotle's writings. Islamic thinkers such as Avicenna and Averroes, in the 11th and 12 centuries, embraced Aristotle's rationalist philosophy and principles of logic. Christian theologians rediscovered Aristotle through the commentaries of the monk Boethius, who argued in the sixth century that reason and understanding were essential elements of faith. There resulted a tremendous ferment in the study of Aristotle in the Middle Ages and early Renaissance, culminating in the work of Thomas Aquinas, who used Aristotle's notion of an Unmoved Mover and First Cause to construct his arguments for God's existence. Aquinas, too, argued that reason was a necessary component of faith's ability to understand God and the world. Although the book purports to trace Aristotle's influence on Christianity, Islam and Judaism, it devotes more attention to Christianity. Even so, Rubenstein's lively prose, his lucid insights and his crystal-clear historical analyses make this a first-rate study in the history of ideas. (Oct.) Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.

978-0-06-308859-7 Atlas of Us Dwyer, Kristin HS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/29/25, After her father dies, a teen drops out of high school, loses her job, and embarks on a four-week journey through the California backcountry.Everyone in the Bear Creek Community Service program is assigned a nickname as part of starting over with "a blank slate." No one needs to know your past or whether you're there by choice or court order. All that matters is the present: working on hiking trail maintenance. For Atlas James, or Maps, as she's now known, it's an escape from the poor decisions she's made since her father's death from cancer and a tribute to him. One of his dying wishes was to hike the Western Sierra Trail with her-the same one she'll now be spending the summer working on with Books, Junior, Sugar, and King. Maps is immediately drawn to group leader King, and as secrets are revealed, the two act as magnets, attracting and repelling one another. Maps' tangible grief is centered as she copes with the loss of the only person who understood her and always had her back. Gradually, as they clear brush, dig drainage, and battle the backcountry and their pasts, a sense of family is forged among the crew. The palpable romantic tension between King and Maps propels this beautifully written story. Junior is coded Black; other major characters read white.Gripping and authentic in the ways it portrays grief and shows how moving forward means having to let go. (Fiction. 14-18) School Library Journal, 05/29/25, Gr 10 Up —Atlas wants to forget that her father died last year when she was a junior in high school—before she dropped out, before she lost her job at the flower shop, and before her mother stopped being invincible. Atlas pretends—or lies, as she admits to herself—that she's okay. Secretly, however, she's kept her father's list of last wishes, because one was to hike the Western Sierra mountain range with her. She was just a kid when he taught her to love these mountains. Now, more than a year after his passing, she's accepted into a rigorous peer-led summer conservation program in this exact location. She's dropped off by her mother, sulky and silent. But her commitment to return without her Dad makes plain that she's determined to move forward, even if she can't see it. One who does is King, a trail leader who buries his attraction to Atlas for his own reasons. Telling the truth becomes a prerequisite for romance as they edge towards the chasm of deep feelings that each wants to excavate. Lasting friendships formed on the trail also rescue Atlas from this confusing time of anger and denial. Of her peers she observes, "They make loving seem easy." It isn't; neither is getting over loss and grief. Dwyer's open approach to both ends of this emotional spectrum invites mature readers into the discussion. Most characters cue white; a secondary character is gay. VERDICT This romance, with gentle but explicit sex scenes, deals realistically with teens' denial after the loss of a loved one. Recommended for mature YA audiences of all collections.—Georgia Christgau

979-82-17-13418-2 Aztecs: The Rise and Fall of a Mighty Empire DK HS No reviews-standardy nonfiction by trusted publisher (DK)

9780764371325
Backyard Cutting Garden: Small-Space Blooms to 
Grow, Harvest, and Arrange in Every Season Snyder, Trisha HS No reviews-standard nonfiction

9780764371424
Bandweaver's Project Book: 34 Stylish, Practical 
Designs + Clever Finishing Techniques Torgenrud, Heather HS No reviews-standard nonfiction

978-1-09-829800-5 Batman and Superman Streissguth, Tom HS No reviews-DC Comics. Identified by PermaBound as "relevant to Common Core Standards." Owned by ABDO Publishing, an educational K-12 publisher. 
978-1-88393-703-4 Beowulf the Warrior Serraillier, Ian HS No reviews-classic literature (modern translation)
9781513219936 Beyond Good Aand Evil Nietzsche, Friedrich HS No reviews-classic philosophy (student request)
9781513219936 Beyond Good and Evil Nietzsche, Friedrich HS No reviews-standard nonfiction (philosophy classic)
978-1-25085-449-0 Break Wide the Sea Holland, Sara HS Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025): A cursed young woman must decide who she can trust and how to save herself and her siblings. Annie Fairfax watched her parents die when the fae known as the finfolk sank their whaling ship in revenge for their hunting of the magical Livyatan whales. Annie and two other children—Silas and August—survived but returned cursed, like many who encounter the finfolk. Now 18, Annie leads the Fairfax Whaling Company of Kirkrell while hiding the heartbreak curse that takes a toll on her body and mind. She’s engaged to August, who may covet her business more than her heart. Silas, now the feared captain of the Cursed Crew, is rumored to be part finfolk. When the trio embark on a dangerous expedition to the far north to establish a new whaling outpost, Annie begins to question August’s intentions. On the voyage, Silas is Annie’s confidant, offering the hope of meeting the finfolk and lifting her curse. Holland blends fantasy with themes of legacy, identity, and moral awakening as Annie fights for survival and reckons with everything she’s been taught. Despite a slightly bumpy ending, the writing is rich and immersive, the pacing sharp, and the characters are deeply compelling. Their flaws and deep, often unexpressed, feelings contribute to their well-rounded characterization. This duology opener explores what it means to do the right thing, even when it means turning against your past. Most characters are cued white. An extraordinary work teeming with magic, intrigue, and strong emotion. (Fantasy. 13-18)Booklist (October 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 3)): Grades 9-12. In Holland’s latest fantastical tale, a species of whale—the Livyati—has amazing magical properties, and the people of Kirkrell heavily depend on the Livyati’s magic and the Fairfax Whaling Company to survive. However, whaling comes at immense costs, including curses from an oceanic fae species called the finfolk. Eighteen-year-old Susannah “Annie” Fairfax, now the head of the Fairfax Whaling Company, suffers from a curse herself: should she become too heartbroken, she’ll become a man-eating monster. The curse began manifesting after the death of her parents, and it’s worsening due to the potential betrayal of her fiancé, August. Silas, an infamous captain with finfolk heritage, tells her there’s a cure, but, like whaling, it comes at a great cost. Promises are made, lies are told, and secrets are revealed in this dark, briny YA fantasy. While it’s formulaic in some aspects, it maintains suspense, and Annie, weighed down by duty and sexism, is a sympathetic protagonist. Recommended for fantasy fans, ocean lovers, and buccaneer enthusiasts.
978-1-302-91479-0 Bring on the Bad Guys Ahmed, Saladin HS No reviews. Miles-Morales. Spider-Man series by Marvel. Publisher age range 5-Adult.

979-88-8160-020-4
Broad Stripes Bright Stars: A Graphic History 
Celebrating 250 Years of America's Icons Hinrichs, Kit and Hirasuna, DelphineHS No reviews-standard nonfiction

979-83-18-92322-7 Build a Girlfriend Luz, Elba HS Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2024): Amelia Hernandez wants more for her life than being constrained by the family curse to never find love. Eighteen-year-old Amelia has grown up in Canton, Massachusetts, in a household of eight Puerto Rican women, including her mom, tias, and sisters. They all reckon with the 100-year-old family curse, which has doomed them to die alone and never find a life partner. The pressure to rely only one on another and join the family bakery weighs heavily on Amelia, who longs for love and adventure. When Perri, the girl she’s been dating for six months, breaks up with her, Amelia lets her family coach her in dating. Along the way, she reconnects with past love Leon, whom she dated for a year and planned to move in with—before he broke up with her over text and ghosted her two years ago. Amelia wonders whether she really can break the curse once and for all. The narrative relies heavily on Amelia’s internal monologue, which falls short of the clumsy charm it seems to be aiming for. Frustratingly, some interesting plot elements are introduced but dropped without being fully explored or resolved. Readers will appreciate the textured portrayal of the family relationships, however, and the story has interesting things to say about truly being seen, even though Amelia’s worthwhile journey of personal growth feels overwritten. An uneven story of self-realization. (Fiction. 14-18)Booklist (November 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 5)): Grades 9-12. For Amelia, what should be a fun summer after high school graduation turns into heartbreak when her girlfriend, Perri, dumps her. Amelia’s invasive aunts, mom, and sisters console her by creating the Hernandez Romance Boot Camp, where she revisits exes to become a better girlfriend (and maybe break her family’s relationship curse). When the one ex who got away, Leon, pops back into her life, she begins to question her unending love for him. For fear of condemnation, Amelia also holds a secret from her family about leaving the house to do a gap year, rather than work at the new family café. It will take some confidence building for Amelia to tell her loved ones how she truly feels. Luz debuts her first YA romantic comedy, which is filled with plenty of hilarious moments and family drama. Readers will also get a kick out of the uplifting relationship advice from the aunts and sisters in the Romance Boot Camp journal. A powerful mantra for graduates that having a “family should be a gift, not an obligation.”

978-1-639-73048-3
Can We Talk About Israel?: A Guide for the Curious, 
Confused, and Conflicted Sokatch, Daniel HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/07/24, A self-described liberal American Jew earnestly and humanely parses the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.Acknowledging the passionate feelings surrounding the conflict on both sides, Sokatch, who runs the New Israel Fund, starts from the fair-minded position that Israelis and Palestinians are both right and both wrong, "two peoples, both with legitimate connections and claims to the land, who have been victimized by the outside world, each other, and themselves." In a two-part narrative enhanced by Noxon's illustrations, Sokatch first delves into the biblical history of the destruction of the Second Temple and dispersion of the Jews in 70 C.E. and the development of the two main Jewish cultures, Sephardic and Ashkenazi. The author moves on to Zionism and its various facets, with a sidebar exploring the question, "Is Zionism justifiable?" He then examines the existence of a people already on the ground when European Zionists arrived, raising the question of who has the more ancient legitimacy. (The likely truth, he writes, is that both peoples probably descend from the same stock.) With the rise of Jewish nationalism in the late 19th century, Palestinian Arab nationalists began to define themselves in direct opposition to the Zionists, and Jewish-Arab violence predictably increased. The author moves steadily from independence and the displacement of the Palestinians through the seemingly endless series of depressing, tumultuous conflicts that have plagued the region ever since. In the second part of the book, Sokatch addresses thorny issues that "make people crazy" about the conflict, including discrepancies between actual territory versus what the maps denote; the fraught history of U.S.â��Israel relations; the effects of the Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement; and the increase in power of Christian evangelicals. The author closes with a "Lexicon of the Conflict," a highly useful tool offering further context to the narrative and the issues at hand.An optimistic, evenhanded instruction manual, with upbeat illustrations, for anyone trying to understand the conflict. Publishers Weekly, 10/07/24, New Israel Fund CEO Sokatch debuts with an accessible and balanced survey of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. After sketching the significance of the region in Jewish history, Sokatch details the birth of the Zionist movement in the late 19th century as a response to Jewish persecution in Europe. His slightly more abbreviated history of Palestinian Arabs begins in the seventh century and runs through the British takeover of Palestine in 1917. Documenting escalating tensions between Arabs and Jews during the 20th century, Sokatch recaps the 1936 Arab Revolt, the Six-Day War in 1967 that led to Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and the assassination of Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin by a right-wing Jewish extremist in 1995. The book ends on a hopeful note, with first-person accounts by Arab and Jewish activists who have made a -common commitment to work for a different, better, shared future for Israel.- Flashes of humor, including Noxon-s witty black-and-white illustrations, lighten the mood without sacrificing in-depth analysis. Readers will welcome this informative and fair-minded primer on one of the world-s most fiercely debated issues. Agent: Charlotte Sheedy, the Charlotte Sheedy Literary Agency. (Sept.)

978-0-7852-3404-3 Castle of Refuge Dickerson, Melanie HS  Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Audrey thinks Edwin, the young squire her father's chosen for her future husband, is attractive-but she has to contend with her evil older sister, Maris.Maris, who is filled with jealousy and rage, deliberately trips Audrey, pitching her into the fire and leaving her with disfiguring facial scars, thus ending the possibility of a high-status marriage. Maris is sent away to a convent, but four years later, the convent makes her leave, and she returns home angry and filled with resentment. Her father betroths Audrey to a much older man, and, still dreaming of a love match and unable to cope with the double threats ofdangerouslyvindictive Maris and a marriage prospect she despises, she flees. Luckily-and most conveniently-she falls desperately ill just outside Edwin's castle. Sadly, he's lost an arm in a battle, so he's no longer the highly desirable bachelor he once was-except to Audrey. After he discovers her true identity, each gradually reveals their admirable and gentle characters and their shared faith in God. Although sometimes overinclined to tell rather than show, Dickerson does a nice job of evoking late-14th-century England and has succeeded in crafting a pair of engaging-if sugary-sweet-characters that romance readers will enjoy following. The Christian flavor of the story feels natural and appropriate to the time period. The cast defaults to White.A charming period romance. (Historical romance. 12-18)
 School Library Journal, 07/01/21, Gr 7 Up Audrey, the daughter of a viscount in 1300s Britain, dreams of a life where she can have a true purpose. More than that, though, she wants to be free of her older sister Maris's cruelty. All their lives, Maris has tormented Audrey, but the situation becomes more serious when the girls come of marriageable age. Maris, who is jealous of Audrey's prospects, purposely trips her sister so that Audrey falls into a fire and burns her face. Four years later, Audrey runs away from home rather than live with Maris, who is set to return from time spent at a convent. She finds refuge at Dericott Castle, which happens to be the home of the lord of the castle, to whom she was once intended for marriage. Lord Dericott has also had his chances for a good marriage damaged in the time that has passed, as his family was embroiled in a scandal and he lost an arm in battle. The two grow close during Audrey's time at Dericott Castle and eventually a romance blooms, until Maris reappears and threatens her sister's happiness once again. The main character and her love interest both engage in a fair amount of negative self-talk about their physical differences throughout the story. The villain, Maris, is described as "addled" and "crazed" which implies a mental illness and reinforces stereotypes of disabled people as being self-hating or villains. Characters are cued as white. VERDICT A sweet, if flawed, romance with an era-appropriate Christian perspective. Mindy Rhiger, Hennepin County Lib., MN

978-1-66887-614-5 Change the Game Kaepernick, Colin HS School Library Journal (2/1/23): Gr 8 Up —In a town where young Colin Kaepernick is known as a starting pitcher, everyone seems to have Colin's life after graduation plotted out: Major League Baseball. The lack of understanding and empathy from his white adoptive parents, coupled with the uncertainty around how he wants to proceed after high school, leaves Colin feeling reflective. Keeping a level head, he chooses to focus on his own reaction to the things around him that he can't control. Deciding to embrace what makes him feel good and the people who build him up, he begins to try new things and to spend time with those who have his best interest in mind. In this coming-of-age graphic memoir, Kaepernick (writing in collaboration with Ewing) highlights tribulations in his life related to racism, from classmates using racial slurs in the halls to booster club parents comparing Black athletes to animals and beasts. Typical high school experiences such as first crushes, school dances, and the fear of life after graduation are presented as well. With engaging, multi-layered, dynamic spreads throughout, Caicedo brings Kaepernick's story to life on the page with vibrant colors and exciting sports action. Each page offers a fresh layout, and the illustrations set the tone of each scene through color and contrast. Fans of professional football and Kaepernick will especially enjoy this work. VERDICT This graphic memoir belongs on library shelves for teen readers who are interested in activism or sports.—Angie JamesonKirkus Reviews (10/6/23): Athlete, activist, and transracial adoptee Kaepernick looks back on a pivotal decision he faced as a high school senior.The multisport standout, dedicated student, and future NFL star's admiration for the way basketball icon Allen Iverson "wore his Blackness like a suit of armor" opens the narrative as Kaepernick explores his racial identity in predominantly White school and home settings where both racist comments and obliviousness to his experiences as a Black boy are the norm. He consciously gravitates toward those who believe in him and accept him unconditionally as wrenching experiences of casual, everyday racism-his White parents' denigrating his explorations of Black culture, adults praising a White player's "high football I.Q." while describing Black students in animalistic terms-fuel his feelings of alienation. From being inspired by the words of Toni Morrison to being embraced by girlfriend Tiffany's close-knit Black family, Kaepernick successfully finds much-needed support at a crucial time for his developing self-identity. The memoir ends on a high note, as he decides to pivot away from baseball and accept a college football scholarship. Caicedo's colorful, expressive images of the lanky, brooding teenager and dramatic diamond and gridiron montages complement the text. This work, co-authored with noted scholar Ewing, moves swiftly and clearly through a critical time in Kaepernick's development and will resonate with sports fans and those interested in social issues and mental health alike.A sympathetic glimpse into formative memories and experiences at a liminal time. (photo credits) (Graphic memoir. 12-18)

9780593619919 Check & Mate HS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 09/14/2023
Two talented chess players challenge each other on and off the board in bestselling author Hazelwood’s YA debut. Eighteen-year-old Mallory Greenleaf is no longer interested in chess, not since her hypercompetitive dad left—the game calls up painful memories. But she grudgingly agrees to play in a charity tournament as a favor to best friend Easton Peña. After she unexpectedly beats current world champion Nolan Sawyer, she’s offered a fellowship that will prepare her to play professionally. Even though Mallory doesn’t want to play anymore, she needs the money that winning would provide; she’s delayed college to support her family, since her mother is chronically ill with rheumatoid arthritis and is unable to work regularly. The more time she spends with Nolan, the more Mallory comes to like and respect him—and the more time she spends playing chess, the more she remembers how much she loved it. But when she learns that Nolan has been keeping a big secret from her, she isn’t sure if she’ll be able to move past it to build a relationship with him. Filled with the author’s signature humor, well-developed characters, and realistic conflicts, plus the fully realized setting of competitive chess, this captivating romance will delight teen readers as well as Hazelwood’s adult fans. Mallory and Nolan are both cued white; there is some racial diversity among the supporting cast. Mallory and Easton are queer. Readers will devour this swoonworthy romance in one sitting. (author’s note) (Romance. 14-adult)

Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/14/2023
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* Hazelwood has captured many a reader’s heart with her adult rom-coms. Now, she makes her YA debut with a story that sparkles with her signature wit and relatable characters. Headstrong Mallory Greenleaf has a passion for chess but gave up playing when the game caused friction in her family and life landed her with huge responsibilities at home—namely earning a paycheck while taking care of her little sisters and ailing mother. The novel gives readers a deep dive into Mallory’s plight, and her emotions resurface when her best friend begs her to attend a new chess competition for a charitable cause. Mallory hesitates but ultimately decides to give it a shot. It’s there that she quickly butts heads with celebrity player Nolan Sawyer, known as the “Kingkiller” in the chess world. Hazelwood’s writing style makes the characters’ banter shine even as she tackles important themes, such as coping with family struggles, finding oneself, following forgotten dreams, and learning how to move forward from a difficult experience. Readers will fall in love with this chess-playing duo as Mallory and Nolan bounce between being extremely competitive and being drawn to each other. This highly enjoyable, emotion-filled romance will attract teens and even loyal fans of her adult novels as it blends wit and wisdom with love’s tendency to make pawns of us all."

978-1-41976-263-5 Children of the Night (When Monsters Wake, Bk. 1) Setian, Victoria HS School Library Journal (May 1, 2025): Gr 8 Up-Mina Murray has always been known for her interest in the creepy and weird, so when an old ship, The Demeter, crashes on shore, she checks it out. Boxes of dirt and a body completely drained of blood are found onboard. Her friends Lucy West and Jon Harker support her curiosity, even though they don't always understand. When new, very pale looking, student arrives at school students begin disappearing. This series starter will have readers excited to see what's coming next: the flow of story and art make it a real page-turner. VERDICT This modern reimagination of Dracula allows a new generation to relate to the classic tale. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Publishers Weekly (October 13, 2025): A new vampire era springs to eternal afterlife in Setian’s clever graphic novel debut, inspired by Dracula. Wandering town during a storm, teen photographer Mina Murray spots and boards the recently shipwrecked Demeter, and photographs something sinister about the wreck’s lone, dead occupant: twin bite marks on his neck. When her photos of the incident-taken with her late grandmother’s film camera-inadvertently end up in the school paper, Mina is offered a staff position as the resident photographer. Though the prominent position jeopardizes Mina’s mission to keep a low profile among her peers, she accepts the role following encouragement from her best friend Lucy and crush Jonathan. Mina’s assignment to cover the Genders & Sexualities Alliance’s fundraising efforts is complicated by the arrival of Raf, a newcomer from Romania who deliberately ruins Mina’s film negatives after learning she’d taken a picture of him. Things grow tense when students start disappearing, prompting Mina and her friends to investigate. Movement-filled illustrations with moody color palettes by Ganucheau (Turtle in Paradise) amplify tonal plot shifts between dark vampiric intrigue and low-stakes interpersonal drama. Characters are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 13-up. Author’s agent: Charlie Olsen, InkWell Management. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
978-1-66596-013-7 Coldwire Gong, Chloe HS *Pending more reviews (book has not been released yet, awaiting further professional reviews)Grades 9-12 - "In a NileCorp-conceived future, even cold war is played out in a virtual, largely AI-replicate space. Refugee orphans from Medaluo are effectively forced to enlist in NileCorp’s armed forces after incurring substantial debt from their mandatory military academy attendance in their unenthusiastic new home in Atahua. Lia and Eirale are two such wards of the state; Lia is barely functional outside of her extended virtual stays at her prestigious academy, while Eirale has a massive gap in her memory following her own end-of-education posting. The worlds—virtual and physical—that Eirale and Lia inhabit as they are thrust into cold war shenanigans unashamedly driven by capitalism require an immense amount of explanation, but that explanation is provided naturally and will not overwhelm genre connoisseurs. Gong’s eye for balancing serious social issues, high-stakes espionage, and moments of levity carries well from her successes writing historical fiction. Although Lia and Eirale are fascinatingly complex, side characters are not neglected in development. Overall, a fresh, disturbing take on dystopia from a more AI-informed world."Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2025): Ready Player One meets Six of Crows in this pacy cyberpunk adventure. In a future world ravaged by floods, toxic air, and global pandemics, most people have left their physical bodies downcountry in Pods that keep them alive and migrated upcountry to StrangeLoom, a virtual reality created by NileCorp, a powerful global conglomerate based in Atahua. Atahua is in a state of tension with nearby Medaluo, and it depends on NileCorp-trained soldiers for defense and to control the civil unrest triggered by the corporation’s steady erosion of the economy through AI and surveillance. On a mission to apprehend an anarchist in Atahua, Eirale Ward, a downcountry NileCorp soldier, finds herself framed for a murder and then kidnapped by her quarry. Before long, she’s coerced into helping his team steal critical files from Medaluo. In a parallel narrative, Lia Ward, the adopted daughter of an Atahuan senator, is a star student at StrangeLoom’s Nile Military Academy. On her first posting, she’s sent virtually into Medaluo to track down and capture Chung Yin, the inventor of Coldwire, an AI weapon that could give Medaluo control over StrangeLoom. With classmate and rival Kieren in tow—and a romance ready to blossom—Lia follows a trail of cyber breadcrumbs. This series opener maintains a crackling pace, with inventive worldbuilding and a cleverly executed reveal. The characters, while largely well developed, occasionally feel like stock players, however. Atahuans present as white, while Medans read Asian. Inventive and engaging. (map) (Dystopian thriller. 14-18)
978-1-09-829883-8 College Football Encyclopedia Beattie, Charlie HS
978-1-09-829884-5 College Soccer Encyclopedia Beattie, Charlie HS
9780593191675 Courage Is Calling: Fortune Favors the Brave Holiday, Ryan HS No reviews-standard nonfiction (contemporary philosophy)

978-1-250-21688-5
Creative Writing with Miss Mary Mac: A Handbook for 
Young and Future Authors McInerney, Mary HS

School Library Journal Starred Review, 10/01/25, Gr 7–10— This nonfiction graphic novel acts as both a paean to the art of writing and an instruction manual filled with tips and tricks for reluctant writers. LaFille's lush and vibrant watercolor artwork supports McIerney's text, playing with panel size to keep a sense of movement through what might otherwise feel like an abstract topic. McIerney writes in detail about her own creative process and often uses metaphor connected to other creative disciplines to demonstrate her points. The graphic novel's greatest treats, however, are its full-page panels, which often feature colorful illustrations of a variety of ideas spiraling outward from a writer or pen. McInerney's observations and suggestions always encourage process over perfection and occasionally include sample poems from her own past students as examples. Her inclusion of practices like spiral writing and full-senses writing make this graphic a useful educational tool. A great fit for school librarians who collaborate closely with English teachers at their respective schools. VERDICT An educational tool in an accessible format, and an excellent buy for librarians who collaborate with English teachers.— Kristin Hall
 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, An impassioned teacher reflects on the joys of self-expressionSetting out to celebrate writing as an art form rather than a technical craft, Miss Mary Mac-an endlessly observant, spritelike woman and a stand-in for real-life educator McInerney-wanders through theaters and studios, catching glimpses of artists at work: dancers, painters, and, of course, writers. But how do authors create the tales that so move us? Miss Mary Mac urges readers to think big, relish small details, and notice everything. She also suggests sources of inspiration, including life experiences and literary influences. Moving intuitively through a variety of ideas to spark and sustain creativity, she concludes by encouraging the prospective creator to simply write-after all, one becomes a writer only by committing to the act of creation. LaFille's illustrations are essential to communicating McInerney's message, immersing readers in both artistic and sensory experiences. In one memorable scene, the author encourages readers to imagine the sensations of consuming a fresh, juicy orange-a vivid exercise to help aspiring writers visualize imagery. Rendered in elegantly dreamy pastels, this book will both soothe and stimulate the scared or stymied creator; it's an ideal text for creative writing instruction and a surprising treat for unsuspecting casual readers. Mac is pale-skinned; other characters, including the creators whom she observes, vary in skin tone.An eloquent and gently inspirational writing guidebook.(Graphic nonfiction. 9-15)

978-1-546-17675-6 Cruel Summer Eulberg, Elizabeth HS No reviews: this is a continuation of a series [The Taylors Version series (volume 2)]. Reviews are from volume 1 of the series.Kirkus Reviews
A cozy, concert-themed celebration of friendship, first crushes, and fresh startsFour middle school friends in Indiana-Taylor "Teffy" Bennett, Taylor "Tay Tay" Johnson, Taylor "TS" Shaw, and Taylor Perez-all named after the famous singer, start high school together in this upbeat, Taylor Swiftâ��inspired novel. Though they differ in personality, from confident gymnast Tay Tay to introverted bookworm Teffy, the Taylors have a strong bond that's being tested by changing interests, new relationships, and big dreams. The chapters alternate among the girls' perspectives. Teffy, a white-presenting aspiring songwriter, nurses an unspoken crush on longtime neighbor Liam Yoon. Aspiring class president Taylor, who's cued Latine, catches the attention of suave senior Hunter Brown, whose intentions are unclear. Cheerleader Tay Tay, who reads Black, juggles friendship and a crush on her biology partner, Reece Matthews. And TS, who presents white, pushes toward her varsity soccer goal while discovering a sweet romantic connection with new teammate Gemma Walker, a Londoner. The tone is bright and energetic, filled with references to albums and fan culture, but the book's emotional core is its thoughtful attention to shifting friendships and growing self-awareness. The breezy yet sincere prose matches the heartfelt subject matter, and the narrative balances group dynamics with each girl's individual arc. Readers will find themselves rooting for the Taylors as they navigate the thrills and stumbles of high school life.A sparkling, big-hearted tribute to girlhood, ambition, and finding your voice.(Fiction. 12-16)

School Library Journal (9/1/25)
Gr 7 Up —Four Midwest friends, all of them named Taylor (but known by different nicknames), all of them big-time Swifties, start high school and juggle new romances. There's Taylor, who has her heart set on being student-council president, who catches the eye of hunky senior Hunter, who soon turns controlling. Tay Tay loves singing and cheer but needs to improve her biology grade in order to make the honor roll; then she meets fellow musician Reece. Soccer-loving TS has high hopes of going pro but gets sidetracked by Gemma, while budding writer Teffy is content to hang in the wings, reading and pining for her crush, Liam, who just sees her as a good friend. In a premise reminiscent of Ann Brashares's The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants , the four friends share a hat from the Eras tour that Taylor Swift actually gifted to them. Swifties will adore Eulberg's incorporation of Taylor Swift's song lyrics in the novel, which also reflects the singer-songwriter's style and positive attitude. The book is labeled YA because it is set in high school, and one friend has to decide whether to let her boyfriend drive after he's been drinking. Not all relationship conflicts are resolved by the end of the book; there are some loose ends, as this is the first installment in a series. Eulberg includes an LGBTQIA+ romance and valuable messages about friendships and relationships. VERDICT A gentle romance and friendship tale for all BFFs (especially Swifties), with fantastic messages about honest communication and standing up for oneself and what is right.—Laura Dooley-Taylor
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978-1-09-829888-3 Crystal and Gemstone Encyclopedia Bell, Samantha S. HS
978-1-9983410-2-3 Cursed Princess Club 5 LambCat HS

978-1-481-47951-6
Cursed: A New Fear/House Whispers/Forbidden 
Secrets Stine, R.L. HS

979-83-18-93612-8 Dear Manny Stone, Nic HS Booklist starred (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)): Grades 9-12. Stone’s duology Dear Martin (2017) and Dear Justyce (2020) becomes a de facto trilogy with Dear Manny, which has as its protagonist Jared Peter Christensen, a white secondary character from the first two volumes. Jared is a student at Yale, where his roommate and best friend is the eponymous Justyce, who suggests that Jared write letters to Manny, Jared’s former best friend, who was shot and killed by a police officer. Meanwhile, Jared has decided to run for Junior Class Council President; his opponent is the insufferable John Preston LePlante IV, whose politics are to the right of Attila the Hun. Jared is surprised to learn that there will be a third candidate, Dylan, whom he doesn’t know—and who turns out to be not just a Black girl but beautiful as well. They begin a friendship that is not without its complications, especially when Jared discovers Dylan’s closely guarded secret. What impact will it have on their relationship and the election? Stone has done a brilliant job with this memorable character-driven novel. It’s beautifully written (one character is “cooler than a polar bear’s butt”) with spot-on dialogue and clever plotting. It’s great fun to read while also being thought-provoking. Dear Nic: congratulations on another great success.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2025): A white Ivy League student reconsiders his racial and class privilege when he runs for student government. After the death of his best friend, Manny Rivers—a Black teenager who was fatally shot by an off-duty cop—Jared Peter Christensen realized that his whiteness and wealth protected him from the bigotry that Manny couldn’t escape. Now a rising junior at an elite college in Connecticut, Jared wants to make a meaningful impact on the world. He’s also determined to block John Preston LePlante IV, a self-proclaimed “blue-blooded Florida boy,” from winning junior class council president. But Jared’s plans are thrown for a loop when he meets Dylan Marie Coleman, a Black transfer student who enters the campus election. Initially guarded, Dylan opens up to Jared, and a mutual yet fragile romantic attraction blooms. As Jared tries to sort out his conflicting feelings, he writes letters to Manny. Can he earn Dylan’s heart and—more importantly—shed his old habits? In this final installment of Stone’s trilogy that began with Dear Martin (2017), Jared’s fraught journey is depicted with nuance, emotional honesty, and accessible realism. Through his mistakes, Jared learns about the insidious consequences of white supremacy and his complicity in a corrupt system. The positive ending rightfully doesn’t fully resolve all the lingering questions, and readers will wonder if Jared continues to evolve or if his resolutions are fleeting promises. A concise, thoughtful narrative that challenges the concept and ideals of allyship through an unexpected lens. (author's note) (Fiction. 14-18)

978-1-338-83999-9 Deep Dark: A Graphic Novel Ostertag, Molly Knox HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/07/24, Mags Herrera is bound to her hometown by a dark secret and a tragic accident, but she begins to dream of the possibilities of a new life after reuniting with a long-lost friend.Mags, who has short, spiky black hair, obeys the expectations of her Latine Catholic mother and grandmother. But beneath the floorboards of their home lies a dangerous monster that Mags must make blood sacrifices to in order to keep it fed and dormant. Mags struggles to conceal this secret from Nessa, a trans artist and childhood friend she reconnects with. The two fall in love and help each other out of dire situations. The beast at the center of the story serves as a potent allegory for the struggles of the story's many queer characters, especially Mags, who shoulders enormous expectations as well as experiencing rejection, loneliness, and guilt. Her story will resonate with teen audiences, especially those grappling with acceptance of their gender or sexual identity. Ostertag's illustration style and color palette shift during important moments to convey her characters' complex inner lives, such as emotional turmoil or strong feelings. Even while delving into difficult subjects, the story's heart is clearly an optimistic message of acceptance and love that insists that the parts of ourselves we don't like (or that society doesn't accept) are inextricable from who we are and should be cared for at all costs.Well-drawn, deeply realized characters enliven this spellbinding and fantastical queer coming-of-age love story. (author's note) (Graphic fiction. 13-18)
 School Library Journal, 10/07/24, Gr 8 Up— High school senior Mags Herrera has a lot on her shoulders: when she isn't working her part-time job or taking care of her elderly grandmother, she's making sure the family secret in her basement stays hidden—and fed. When Mags's childhood friend Nessa returns after a long absence, the two easily rekindle their friendship and explore deeper feelings for each other, but Mags, consumed with grief over a boy's death connected to the secret in her basement, is reluctant to let go and feel anything other than guilt. An introspective and stirring coming out story, illustrated largely in grayscale with flashbacks rendered in color. Ostertag's gift for dialogue shines, as does her storytelling with excellent pacing, setting, and characters that are perfect foils: Mags is introverted, tormented, dark; Tessa is open, vulnerable, and light. VERDICT A great LGBTQIA+ romance that readers will yearn to return to.— Rosemary Kiladitis

978-0-06-335524-8 Devouring Light Ellis, Kat HS School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 9 Up— Bandmates Haden and Kizi are heading for a huge music festival when their car breaks down in the middle of nowhere, with no sign of help coming anytime soon. Fortunately, a top musician's tour bus is nearby and offers them a ride. Unfortunately, that bus contains Haden's rival Deacon Rex, as well as her ex, Cairo. Telling herself she'll put up with anything to not miss a gig, they continue on. One wrong turn later, and all of them are marooned in a disgusting swampland where their only haven is an eerie old house. As they uncover the secrets of previous visitors, this motley group wonders if they will ever escape. Ellis, known for her compelling stories integrating the mysterious and supernatural with diverse youthful casts, is masterful at building suspense. The tension remains strong throughout the novel. This page-turner has all the ingredients of a hit horror film. VERDICT This amazingly cool and super scary book is recommended for teen readers.— Adam Fisher
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
Teen musicians end up stranded at a haunted house that’s out of an urban legend. After their car breaks down on the way to a music festival, Haden Romero and her Phantomic bandmate and best friend, Kizi Kennedy-Oshima, have to hitch a ride on the tour bus belonging to Haden’s childhood reality show co-star and nemesis, Deacon Rex, who’s originally from London. Making things worse, Deacon’s band has a new drummer: Cairo Martin, former Phantomic member and Haden’s ex-girlfriend. The bus goes off course and crashes, separating the teens and dumping them in a canyon near a swamp where mysterious white gravel paths lead to a lit-up manor house. From interstitial chapters, readers get glimpses of the house’s supernatural history and clues to the danger the characters are in, even as they try to rationalize their increasingly disturbing experiences. As well as delightfully deployed slow-burn haunted-house fare, such as signs that someone else is in the house with them, the text revels in body horror; sensitive readers are warned away by the detailed content note preceding the story. The story delves into complicated friendship dynamics and what motivates the young people’s dreams of stardom. Interludes describing found footage prevent the claustrophobia from becoming stale, and the ending is bold and definitive. Deacon is white, Cairo is Black, Kizi presents Japanese American and white, and Haden’s surname may cue her as Latine. An atmospheric treat for readers who don’t suffer from squeamishness. (Horror. 15-adult)

9788491057536 Don Quixote de la Mancha: Edicion Conmemorativa de Cervantes, Miguel HS No reviews-classic literature (Spanish edition). Student request.

978-1-250-89566-0 Don't Let the Forest In Drews, C. G. HS
School Library Journal Starred Review, 11/01/24, Gr 9 Up —Returning to Wickwood Academy isn't easy, but it's the only choice Andrew has, because that's where Thomas is. Thomas doesn't know how Andrew really feels about him, but that's no matter—there's absolutely nothing Andrew wouldn't do for him, anyway. NOTHING. Andrew's twin sister, Dove, was also close to Thomas until last year's mysterious happenings; her current distance is unfathomable and weighing on Andrew, but he can't seem to find a way to get close to her. Andrew discovers that Thomas's haunting illustrations, inspired by Andrew's own darkly fantastic stories, seem to be triggering something monstrous in the off-limit woods behind the academy. Despite knowing better, Andrew can't help but follow Thomas into a dangerous, violent battle with forces neither of them really understands and the highest stakes imaginable. In the darkness, ink and blood are increasingly hard to tell apart, and the lines between the boys' imaginations and reality are, too. This psychological struggle between variations on sanity will have readers on the very edge of their seats all the way through. Beautifully emotional despite much physical and mental brutality, Drews's debut skillfully touches on asexuality, eating disorders, abuse, various mental health conditions, grief, and more. Clearly rendered characters with intense, explosive feelings navigate a creatively violent scenario; impossible to look away from. VERDICT An angst-fueled, twisted fairy tale wrapped tightly in dark academia, exploring the border between love and something more dangerous.—Allie Stevens Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, When the monsters they imagine come to life, two boys fight for their lives-and each otherAndrew Perrault, who's from Australia, writes beautiful, macabre fairy tales. His roommate at his American boarding school, Wickwood Academy, is talented artist Thomas Rye, who brings his stories to vivid life in paint and charcoal. Andrew's twin sister, Dove, is all but ignoring him, so he has plenty of time to focus on Thomas' increasingly odd behavior. Thomas' parents disappeared just before the new school year started, and Andrew noticed blood on his roommate's sleeve on their first day back. When he follows Thomas into the forest one night, Andrew discovers him fighting one of the monsters that Thomas has drawn from these stories. The boys soon find themselves coping with vicious bullies by day and fighting monsters by night. At the same time, Andrew struggles to reconcile his feelings for Thomas with his growing awareness of his own asexuality. But when the sinister Antler King breaches Wickwood's walls, Andrew realizes that he and Thomas may not survive their own creations. This novel, written in rich, extravagant prose, features frank portrayals of disordered eating, self-harm, bullying, and mental illness. Andrew grapples realistically with his sexual identity, and the story has ample genuinely creepy moments with the monsters. Andrew, Thomas, and Dove are white.Lush, angsty, queer horror. (content warning)(Horror. 14-18)

978-0-358-27210-6 Dragonfruit Lucier, Makiia HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Given the opportunity to right a grave wrong from her past, a teen faces dangerous seadragon hunters in order to find the rare dragonfruit."In the old tales, it is written that the egg of seadragon, dragonfruit, holds within it the power to undo a person's greatest sorrow." However, "Every wish demands a price." As a young girl, Lady Hanaleiarihi was the beloved descendant of a distinguished bloodline and a page to Princess Oliana of Tamarind-but her father stole a dragonfruit meant for the ailing princess in order to save Hanalei's life, and he died soon after. Now 18, she lives in exile, researching seadragons in the Nominomi Sea. After she warns some seadragons of dragoner hunters, the ruthless Capt. Bragadin captures Hanalei and forces her to help his crew find the dragonfruit. After escaping, she ends up back home on Tamarind with a chance to make things right, and she searches for a dragonfruit with childhood friend Prince Samahtitamahenele, Oliana's son. But she knows they face more than just the dangers of the sea and dragoners: The dragonfruit once cost her everything, and she'll do whatever it takes to save the ailing princess and help Sam. Inspired by the lore of the Pacific Islands, this enthralling fantasy has action, adventure, mythical creatures, and magic. The worldbuilding is wonderfully crafted, including the beautiful island of Tamarind, its matriarchal society, and the community members' deep connections to one another and their ancestors, gods, and traditions.A mesmerizing, captivating Pacific Islandsâ��inspired fantasy. (Fantasy. 13-18)
 School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/24, Gr 7 Up— With interest in dragon fantasy novels on the rise, Lucier's new adventure has exquisite worldbuilding inspired by Pacific Island mythos and a comfortable, slow-building romance. Lady Hanalei and Prince Samahtitamahenele grew up together on the matriarchal island of Tamarind, until the day their mother is poisoned, falling into a magical, unending sleep. Tamarind uses all of its resources to find the only possible cure: a rare seadragon egg called dragonfruit, which legend says can grant wishes to those who eat it. But those wishes come at a terrible cost, which Hana's father learns when he steals the dragonfruit, flees Tamarind, and saves his daughter. Hana, now 18, has lived as an exile, tracking and studying seadragons in the Nominomi Sea. She discovers one of her subjects is pregnant—the dragonfruit could be her way back home if she's willing to pay the price. Lucier has an incredible talent for creating strong relationships inside large cast of characters, bringing Tamarind and its matriarchal politics to life while layering the family dynamics with love and a painful history. Lucier grew up on Guam, and her love for the Pacific Islands and its diversity shines through while referencing the damage exoticism and colonialism have wrought on the region. Characters are cued Pacific Islander, with some additional diversity outside the main cast. VERDICT A deeply satisfying standalone readers will race through and a rare Pacific Island–inspired fantasy that belongs in all YA collections.— Emmy Neal

978-0-06-440085-5 Dragonwings Yep, Laurence HS Classic children's literature. Newbery Award Winner. Publisher age rating Grades 5-8
ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Dragonwings moves listeners to San Francisco in 1903, amidst the transplanted Chinese American community. A recent arrival from China, eight-year-old Moon Shadow helps his father build a flying machine and learns much about himself and his "tough, hardy, patient race." Wong narrates in a quiet, dignified manner that raises the story to new heights.

979-82-17-03016-3 Dysfunctional Family's Guide to Murder Emery, Kate HS
School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 6 Up— Ruth, 14, was not expecting to have a fabulous time spending a long weekend with her extended family in a remote farmhouse with no cell reception or Wi-Fi, but that doesn't mean she was expecting the weekend to end in murder. Still, as an undeniable fan of Agatha Christie and a bit of an amateur sleuth, Ruth can't help but be just a little bit intrigued by her step-grandmother's murder. It turns out that investigating a murder is harder than Miss Marple makes it look, especially when all the suspects are related to you. Ruth's voice is fresh and funny, and the plot is carefully woven with plenty of twists and turns to keep readers guessing all the way to the final pages. For those who prefer just a smidge of non-spicy romance with their mysteries, this entry has the perfect light touch. Some of the Australian cultural references may fly over the heads of younger readers, but that's okay, because the humor is universal. All main characters are presumed white. VERDICT A laugh-out-loud funny whodunit that is a first purchase for mystery fans.— Dana WestKirkus Review, 09/30/2025

A teen marooned with her family at the home of her step-grandmother, GG, in rural Western Australia puts her sleuthing talents to work. As the novel opens, 14-year-old Ruth is looking forward to returning home to Perth. She’s bored with her uncaring GG’s stories, all about “her (dead) cat, her (dead) son, or her (dead) husband(s).” A freak run-in with a snake sends Aunty Vinka’s boyfriend, Nick (“part aging member of a K-pop band and part surfer”), to the hospital. Ruth, her dad, cousin Dylan, Aunty Vinka, Aunty Bec, and Bec’s boyfriend, Shippy, stay on with GG as Nick experiences more health mishaps and must remain hospitalized. When GG is found dead and the police open an investigation, the family members, suspicious of one another, are trapped in the countryside without phone reception or internet service. Humorous exchanges among Ruth and her eccentric relatives establish a light tone, which is further buoyed by Ruth’s lively, self-aware, and wry voice. As the first-person narrator, she occasionally addresses readers directly. Ruth is a fan of Sherlock Holmes, Agatha Christie, and Ngaio Marsh. In an homage to these classics, family secrets—unknown to both the characters and readers—are gradually revealed, clue by clue, in an airy murder mystery where an isolated Australian farmhouse stands in for an English manor. The snappy dialogue contributes to the strong sense of place. Most characters read white. A zany and entertaining whodunit. (Mystery. 12-18)

978-0-593-71033-3 Eight Dates and Nights Aldredge, Betsy HS  Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Hannah Levin loves celebrating Hanukkah with her family-unfortunately, this year she's stuck in Texas with her somewhat distant grandmother and a couple of horses.New Yorker Hannah is determined to be miserable during her four-day stay in Rosenblum, Texas. It's a small, slow-moving town with spotty cell service, and Hannah is allergic to the horses. She misses her friends and family back home, especially during the winter holiday. There's also tension Hannah doesn't fully understand between her parents and her grandmother; last year, her older brother visited Texas on his own, and now it's her turn. But when Hannah meets cute, sweet (and Jewish) Noah Blum at the local deli, her short vacation becomes a lot more interesting. When snowstorms lead to flight cancellations, Hannah is stuck in Rosenblum for most of the rest of the holiday. Noah is determined to cheer her up and show her his Texas-style traditions for creating a magical Hanukkah. While Hannah spends each day helping Noah out in the deli, Noah organizes eight romantic nights all around town and even beyond. The adorable meet-cute involving a giant hot dog costume should launch a sweet romance full of Jewish joy, but instead what follows is a clunky narrative weighed down by repetition and some inconsistencies. While the voice is authentic, the romance is lukewarm at best.This holiday romance is kind of a schlep. (Romance. 13-18)
 School Library Journal, 11/01/23, Gr 7 Up —Teens Hannah and Noah fall for each other while exploring Jewish holiday traditions. Hannah's holiday visit to her grandmother is unexpectedly extended as a freak snowstorm hits rural Texas. She is prevented from flying back to New York City for an urban Hanukkah celebration with her family. Noah, a Texas native, is spending his holiday happily working at the family deli, where he typically runs the counter and occasionally dresses as a kosher deli treat. Hannah's and Noah's lives collide with a hilariously unique meet-cute. The wholesome friendship blossoms quickly into romance as the duo bond over deli pickles amongst a sprinkle of holiday kisses. Noah is excited to share his family holiday traditions with Hannah as their blooming romance embraces cultural Hanukkah traditions for eight days and nights. In these chapters, an endearing exploration of Jewish holiday traditions occurs. Although predictable, the ending is as charming and wholesome as the entire read. Cheesy and cute, this high school romance will appeal to middle and high schoolers. VERDICT A welcome addition to a library holiday collection. YA readers who are looking for a quick, light romance will enjoy this holiday read, with its refreshing Hanukkah theme.—Kelly Moore

979-83-18-93630-2 Every Borrowed Beat Stewart, Erin HS Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2025): Convinced she’s identified her donor, a Utah heart transplant recipient investigates the girl’s life. Four months ago, 17-year-old Sydney Wells got a second chance at life thanks to a donor’s heart. After some sleuthing, Sydney’s sure that donor is Mia Stoddard, who died in a flash flood. Compelled to learn about Mia so “this heart won’t feel like such a stranger,” Sydney crashes her memorial. There, Clayton Cooper, Mia’s best friend, asks Sydney to help him honor her by completing a vision board with a series of bucket list photos Mia took—the perfect opportunity for Sydney, who’s pretending to be Mia’s online friend, to gather information. As Sydney recreates the depicted scenes with Clayton and posts Mia’s photos on Instagram to inspire others to take risks, she realizes that “working on this Mia project has given me a purpose again.” But focusing on Mia threatens her long-distance friendship with fellow heart patient Chloe Munoz, who’s desperately awaiting a heart yet is always ready with advice. And if Clayton learns Sydney’s true motive for helping, their flirtatious budding romance could disappear. Stewart, a self-described “heart failure survivor,” poignantly explores the occasionally brutal realities of organ donation and transplant for patients and their families, particularly survivor’s guilt and grief. While Sydney and Clayton are multifaceted, Mia’s portrayal, which is filtered through others’ perceptions and the inspiration people derive from her life, occasionally feels less well-rounded. Most characters read white; Chloe is cued Latine. Alternately heart-wrenching and heartwarming. (Fiction. 14-18)Publishers Weekly (March 10, 2025): When 17-year-old Sydney Wells finally receives a heart transplant after years of waiting and managing a heart failure diagnosis, she doesn’t know what to do with her new lease on life ("Instead of a finale, I got a curtain call-a second chance"). As Sydney searches for a new routine, she contends with guilt relating to her best friend Chloe, with whom she managed a YouTube channel called TheWaitingList, which both teens used to chronicle their experiences navigating heart failure. If Sydney’s condition "hadn’t taken a massive nosedive," Chloe would have been next on the transplant list. Sydney decides to learn about her assumed heart donor, Mia, a decision that leads to her posing as Mia’s online friend and cultivating relationships with Mia’s family-and falling for Mia’s best friend, Clayton. Sydney’s wry and perceptive first-person narration injects lighthearted ambiance into mature and sobering examinations on death, mental health, and chronic illness. Utilizing warm character dynamics and genuine depictions of grief, Stewart (The Words We Keep) explores the experience of learning how to begin again in this sincere portrayal of life, loss, and first love. Main characters cue as white. Ages 12-up. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-1-665-92126-8 Fake Skating Painter, Lynn HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, When star hockey player Alec Barczewski's estranged childhood friend, Dani Collins, moves to town, they end up in a mutually beneficial fake-dating relationship that reignites old feelingsFollowing her parents' divorce, Dani and her mom move in with Dani's hockey legend grandfather in Southview, Minnesota, where she spent a month every summer as a child and where her friendship with Alec grew. Between visits, the two were pen pals, but they eventually fell out of touch. Despite some tensions over their loss of friendship, the high school seniors reconnect. Desperate to get off Harvard's waitlist, Dani needs another extracurricular activity, while Alec-whose reputation took a hit when a photo of him holding a bong appeared on social media-is eager to improve his tarnished image for NHL scouts. The pair strike a deal: They'll fake date, making Alec look like a stable guy whose academically gifted girlfriend is related to hockey royalty, and in exchange, he'll get Dani a team manager position that will catch the eye of Harvard's admissions officers. Eventually, complicated feelings about their past, stressful family relationships, and their brewing romance boil over. Romance fans will love the deliciously tension-filled scenes between Alec and Dani, who are believable friends with heavy demands weighing on them. They feel like real teenagers, and readers will enjoy rooting for them as the well-paced story unfolds. Main characters present white.A compelling romance inhabited by complex and appealing characters.(Romance. 14-18)
 School Library Journal, 09/01/25, Gr 9 Up— Dani and Alec are childhood besties who only saw each other the summer Dani visited her grandparents in Minneapolis. The last time Dani saw Alec was in middle school, right before the falling out between her parents and Grandpa Mick. Her dad's job in the Air Force caused her family to move all around the country and the world. Her parents never had the perfect marriage, but their divorce has Dani reeling, and suddenly they are moving away from their last station in Germany, all the way back to Minnesota to live with her grandpa. Alec has changed a lot since the last time Dani saw him. No longer is he the short, awkward nerd that she remembers. He is an over six-foot-tall hockey god, beloved by the masses. A huge misunderstanding soon puts them in a compromising position, only fixed by Dani pretending to be Alec's new girlfriend. True to the title, this book follows the fake dating trope to a T. Told in alternating chapters from both Dani and Alec's perspectives, the mystery of why Dani and Alec lost touch with each other is not revealed until the end of the book. This is a feel-good rom-com that accurately portrays the insecurity, complexity, and earnest sweetness of a high school relationship. VERDICT While seemingly formulaic at times, what good romance novel isn't? Give this one to any lover of the genre.— Sara Brunkhorst

978-1-643-79699-4 Fall of the Fireflies McCall, Guadalupe Garcia HS Gr 7–10— Twins Delia and Velia have experience with the supernatural thanks to the summer they spent with their sisters battling creatures from Mexican mythology. Outgoing and ready for anything, Delia engages readily with anything the universe must offer to the chagrin of the more reserved Velia. However, when their dad enters the property owned by an evil sorcerer of local legend and accidentally releases him, the twins find themselves acting in concert with and aided by the Mesoamerican gods to save both their dad and their local community. Between the frequent appearance of gods not often showcased in YA literature and the natural use of fluent Spanglish, Mexican American culture shines throughout. Unfortunately, the narration largely lacks emotional depth. The uncomplicated storytelling is best suited for younger teens, save for the incongruous higher-level vocabulary choices. VERDICT Select only for collections where younger YA is in demand and readers aren't picky about their mythology-inspired reads.
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (9/12/25)
After a supernatural attack leaves their father near death, two sisters pursue the culprit in this trilogy opener set in the world of 2012'sSummer of the MariposasFifteen-year-old twins Delia and Velia Gonzales-Garza used to be "so synchronized, [they] finished each other's sentences," but Delia has watched Velia change. Now they disagree on everything, including whether they should participate in their father's Tejano band tour. But their differences take a backseat when a monster steals Papá's tonalli, or "first soul," the seat of one's identity. As the Mexican American girls investigate with their friends Mochi Salazar and Hernan Molina, they're drawn deeper into Aztec magic and myth, each guided by the god she mirrors: Velia by Quetzalcoatl, "the one with the voice," and Delia by "fiery and passionate" Xolotl. Their mission to save their father leads them to the death goddess Mictecacihuatl, who presents the girls with an offer to become creature-hunting warrior women. This story inspired by Sophocles'Antigone seamlessly blends coming-of-age themes with folklore. McCall respectfully integrates well-researched Nahuatl vocabulary and Aztec mythology as she explores sisterhood, cultural identity, and blended family dynamics. The supporting characters enrich the story through their realistic and relatable interactions. Readers will appreciate the nuance and emotional depth of the relationships, especially the one between Delia and Velia.A rich, mythic story about selfhood and soul-deep family ties. (glossary of Nahua words, author's note, sources)(Fiction. 13-17)

978-1-643-79699-4 Fall of the Fireflies McCall, Guadalupe García HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, After a supernatural attack leaves their father near death, two sisters pursue the culprit in this trilogy opener set in the world of 2012'sSummer of the MariposasFifteen-year-old twins Delia and Velia Gonzales-Garza used to be "so synchronized, [they] finished each other's sentences," but Delia has watched Velia change. Now they disagree on everything, including whether they should participate in their father's Tejano band tour. But their differences take a backseat when a monster steals Papá's tonalli, or "first soul," the seat of one's identity. As the Mexican American girls investigate with their friends Mochi Salazar and Hernan Molina, they're drawn deeper into Aztec magic and myth, each guided by the god she mirrors: Velia by Quetzalcoatl, "the one with the voice," and Delia by "fiery and passionate" Xolotl. Their mission to save their father leads them to the death goddess Mictecacihuatl, who presents the girls with an offer to become creature-hunting warrior women. This story inspired by Sophocles'Antigone seamlessly blends coming-of-age themes with folklore. McCall respectfully integrates well-researched Nahuatl vocabulary and Aztec mythology as she explores sisterhood, cultural identity, and blended family dynamics. The supporting characters enrich the story through their realistic and relatable interactions. Readers will appreciate the nuance and emotional depth of the relationships, especially the one between Delia and Velia.A rich, mythic story about selfhood and soul-deep family ties. (glossary of Nahua words, author's note, sources)(Fiction. 13-17)
 School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 7–10— Twins Delia and Velia have experience with the supernatural thanks to the summer they spent with their sisters battling creatures from Mexican mythology. Outgoing and ready for anything, Delia engages readily with anything the universe must offer to the chagrin of the more reserved Velia. However, when their dad enters the property owned by an evil sorcerer of local legend and accidentally releases him, the twins find themselves acting in concert with and aided by the Mesoamerican gods to save both their dad and their local community. Between the frequent appearance of gods not often showcased in YA literature and the natural use of fluent Spanglish, Mexican American culture shines throughout. Unfortunately, the narration largely lacks emotional depth. The uncomplicated storytelling is best suited for younger teens, save for the incongruous higher-level vocabulary choices. VERDICT Select only for collections where younger YA is in demand and readers aren't picky about their mythology-inspired reads.

978-1-665-97520-9 Falling Like Leaves Wilson, Misty HS School Library Journal, 08/01/25, Gr 7 Up— When her mom announces a trial separation from her adored father, New Yorker Ellis sees her future falling away. She leaves behind her internship at her dad's media company and her competitive high school for senior year in tiny Bramble Falls, CT. While Ellis spent some summers with her aunt and cousin in the town, she hasn't been there since she was 14 and shared a summer and first kiss with local boy Cooper. She disparages the small-town life and all that she will miss in New York, such as her best friend, AP classes, and pumpkin spice lattes. In the local coffee shop, when she meets Cooper again, he greets her with some serious chill. Anyone familiar with this trope knows Cooper will be Ellis's true love eventually, but Wilson keeps the story intriguing while navigating the stereotypes of small-town life. There's a weeks-long Fall Festival and much Practical Magic movie-watching. As she makes friends and joins in the fun, Ellis rediscovers her talent for fashion design and begins to see how her domineering father's goals might not be her own. While nothing really is surprising about this debut, Wilson delivers plenty of romantic twists and steamy kissing scenes along with the pumpkin-carving, apple-picking, hayrides, and teen angst. Other than some secondary characters, the main characters present as white. VERDICT Romantic and fun, give this to Gilmore Girls fans and aficionados of autumn-spiced stories. Recommended for most middle and high school romance collections.— Kate Fleming Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, Ellis Mitchell has her whole life planned out. Heading into senior year, Ellis plans to study hard and crush it at the journalism internship her media executive dad got her, paving the way for her acceptance to Columbia University. But then Ellis' parents announce they're separating-and that Ellis and her mom will be heading to Bramble Falls to stay with her aunt and cousin. Furious that her careful plans have been upended, Ellis struggles to settle into the small, charming Connecticut town even as everyone around her gears up for the annual Falling Leaves Festival. Ellis runs into Cooper Barnett-her long-ago summer friend from visits to Aunt Naomi and cousin Sloane-who's grown up to be very handsome. But Cooper isn't pleased to see Ellis; he's cold and curt, and she has no idea why. Wilson's YA debut is chock-full of charm. Readers will swoon at Cooper's and Ellis' developing feelings following their frosty reunion and sympathize with Ellis' difficulties even as Bramble Falls grows on her. She must choose between small-town community ties and big-city ambitions-between what her dad wants for her and what she really wants. Ellis' relationships with her mom, aunt, and cousin are lovely and aspirational. The depiction of Bramble Falls is evocative, and the book contains enough seasonal delights to satisfy even the most devoted pumpkin spice latte lover. Main characters are cued white.A delightfully autumnal small-town romance buoyed by strong characterization.(Romance. 13-18)
978-1-302-92016-6 Family Business Ahmed, Saladin, Text by HS No reviews. Miles-Morales. Spider-Man series by Marvel. Publisher age range 5-Adult.
978-0-06-331905-9 Farewell to Manzanar 50th Anniversary Edition Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki and Houston, James D.HS

979-87-656-1117-3
Fascinating Fungi: Nourishers, Killers, Connectors, 
and Healers Kenney, Karen Latchana HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/03/25, An enticing exploration of the astonishing world of fungiThis easily comprehensible, accessibly written work introduces readers to fungi-mushrooms and mycelium, yeasts, and molds. In her introduction, Kenney explains that fungi are "not quite plant and not quite animal." She goes on to describe their characteristics and appearance (divided into "The Beauties" and "The Oddities"). Two chapters cover edible mushrooms, their high nutritional value, and their role in world cuisine, and toxic fungi and their impact on people and crops. Later chapters explore mushrooms that can heal and ones with mind-altering properties. Readers learn about the burgeoning interest in using mushrooms to treat cancer, depression, and other ailments. This eye-opening narrative summarizes new scientific discoveries about how mycelia ("a network of fungal cells") support and feed forests. The final chapter details cutting-edge research: using fungi's antiviral properties to protect bees, creating self-repairing "intelligent buildings" that have "mycelial computers built into their walls," extracting enzymes from fungi to break down plastic pollution, and other innovations. Kenney illuminates a largely unknown world-out of an estimated 2.2 to 12 million fungus species, scientists have discovered about 150,000-that holds exciting promise for our future. The pleasing visual layout includes color photos and captivating sidebars, often about historical cases or intriguing personal stories.An extraordinarily well-researched, well-presented, and visually appealing book on a fascinating subject. (are you a mycophile, glossary, source notes, selected bibliography, further resources, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18) School Library Journal Starred Review, 10/03/25, Gr 6 Up— This engaging and accessible title dives deep into the world of fungi, offering an expansive yet digestible overview of one of Earth's most intriguing life forms. Kenney skillfully separates mushrooms from the broader fungal kingdom, introducing readers to a range of species and their diverse functions through history, science, and culture. Early chapters trace the history of fungal discovery, while later sections act as a visual compendium featuring vibrant, high-resolution images and concise yet fascinating facts. The book explores fungi's roles in fermentation, healing, toxicity, and even psychedelia, offering a balanced and respectful look at both the dangers and benefits of these organisms. A chapter on fungal communication, including the "Wood Wide Web," will especially intrigue nature lovers and budding ecologists. Lively illustrations and well-organized chapters make this a standout resource for classroom and independent exploration. VERDICT A thoroughly researched, visually appealing, and reader-friendly title that brings the hidden world of fungi to life—highly recommended for all collections.— Jenna LaBollita

9780840723345 Fawkes Brandes, Nadine HS
School Library Journal, 05/31/2018
Gr 7 Up—This historical fantasy set in 1600s London takes the story of Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot and gives it a spellbinding spin. Thomas has not seen his father in more than 13 years, but he knows that the famous Guy Fawkes will show up to his son's color test. Only a father can give his son a mask, which will then attach him to a certain color of magic. Thomas desperately wishes to bind himself to grey magic so that he can heal himself of the stone plague. When Guy Fawkes fails to appear at the time Thomas needs him most, the teen decides to take matters into his own hands. He heads to London to find his father and demand a mask from him. He's soon thrust into a dangerous city where Keepers (those bound to only one color) are being hunted and killed by Ignitors (those who use White Light to control multiple colors). Thomas manages to locate his father and quickly becomes part of the conspiracy to kill King James, and hopefully, end both the plague and the persecution of the Keepers. The only problem is that Thomas hears White Light speaking to him and badly wants to answer its call—especially when he sees the Ignitor power of his crush, Emma. Brandes successfully blends magic into history, and one can easily see both sides of the conflict as Thomas struggles with his choice. VERDICT A recommended purchase where the genre is in demand.—Heather Webb, Worthington Libraries, OH Copyright 2018 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 05/14/2018
Grades 9-12 - Sixteen-year-old Thomas Fawkes, son of famous soldier Guy Fawkes, is kicked out of school on the eve of his long-awaited color test, subsequently denying him the tools and training to become a respected member of society. As a result, he travels to London to join his father and a small band of traitors who intend to blow up Parliament and King James and eradicate the Stone Plague coursing through the city—and Thomas’ body. This alternate history refocuses the issues from religion to a conflict between those who manipulate one color to do magic (Keepers) and those who seek to control all colors (Igniters). It is a dense novel, very ably written, with a first-person narrator that invites readers into the intricacies and dangers of plotting against authority. In with the Gunpowder Plot story line, there is also a romance and subplot tied to John Hawkins and the African slave trade in England. The history and language of this engrossing historical fantasy suggest older readers, rather than any sensitive content.

9781631498312 Fear and Trembling: A New Translation Kierkegaard, Soren HS No reviews-classic theology (student request)

9780063268463 FINAL FACE-OFF

 

OSTERTAG, MOLLY KNOX HS continuation of a series. Reviews are from book 1.
School Library Journal, 11/30/2022
Gr 4 Up—Jess Descheene and Olivia Aguilar have been best friends for years, but as eighth grade begins, their friendship is changing. Olivia runs their two-person Dungeons & Dragons game, but she wants to invite more players. Jess prefers stories to friends, but she gradually opens up to the idea of letting more kids play with them. The action happens between the real world and the imaginary one, but sometimes the worlds overlap. Jess sees school through a D&D lens, looking at other students and imagining their character sheets, using criteria like "popularity class" and "bully potential." In one of the most striking images of the story, Jess sees some other girls in the school bathroom, and in the mirror they are reflected as monsters. Bouma's artwork is very appealing, with colors ranging from cool earth tones to bolder and brighter shades, depending on the location and emotion of each scene. While this is an ultimately uplifting story, these students deal with absent parents, school bullies, and learning to be brave enough to stand up for their friends. Jess begins this book thinking that going to middle school is harder than slaying monsters, but she evolves over time and learns that both her game and her heart are big enough to make room for new people. VERDICT For readers who are fans of or are curious about role-playing games, or those seeking heartwarming stories about friendship and imagination.—Andrea Lipinski Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2022
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* A lone Teifling is on a quest to find his lost sister in the Forgotten Realms—that’s the campaign that dungeon master Olivia has crafted with her sole Dungeons &amp; Dragons party member and best friend, Jess. The imaginative pair have done everything together since elementary school and now endure the next major quest, eighth grade. However, Olivia wants to open up the party to other members with a new D&amp;D club at school, while Jess would prefer the trusted continuity of the solo campaign. Now Jess must face the monsters of sharing Olivia with a new party member, potentially losing her best friend and DM to a student council race, and learning to trust others as she grows. Ostertag shines again on this team up with Bouma, brightly displaying the trials of middle school in warm reds and purples and dungeon crawls in fantastical shades of green. The story creatively integrates classic D&amp;D character race-class cards with the introduction of new characters in the story and foes in the campaign, and it bubbles with Bouma’s indicative style of squishy yet thoughtfully diverse characters. Middle-grade readers intrigued by the cult classic RPG and fans fond of popular campaigns like Adventure Zone and Critical Role will enjoy the message of this series opener: “Monsters are easier to fight when you’ve got people by your side.”"

978-0-593-53025-2 Finding Lost Sloan, Holly Goldberg HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, A young girl discovers that sometimes the things we need most find us firstMiddle schooler Cordy, short for Cordelia, feels as though she's carrying an invisible backpack filled with sand-the weight of grief, two years and four months after losing her fisherman father to "The Accident." Cordy desperately seeks signs of good luck while trying to hold her fractured family together. Then a hungry, foul-breathed stray follows her home to her family's rental, an old, leaky boathouse on the Oregon coast. She names the pooch Lost; the dog's dental issues introduce the family to Pakistani American Taj, a veterinarian whose kindness extends far beyond animal care. Sloan populates her story with well-realized adult characters who genuinely show up for children, among them a heavy metalâ��loving librarian who gifts Cordy a backpack and elderly Mrs. Crowley with her vintage Polaroid camera. The Oregon setting isn't mere backdrop; Cordy's fascination with marine life, from molting crabs to a rare pink dolphin, is woven seamlessly into her emotional journey. While there's "always a chance of rain" both literally and figuratively, Sloan's gentle wisdom shines through: "So much stuff is how you choose to see it." Young people will recognize Cordy's fierce protectiveness and her struggle with change, even if they've never experienced a life-altering loss themselves. Red-haired Cordy presents white.Heartwarming and hopeful-readers will treasure this story of family and resilience. (author's note)(Fiction. 9-12)
Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 4-7 - "Cordy's life was turned upside down when her dad died in The Accident. Since then, she's been living with her mom and younger brother in a converted boathouse, which sits in the shadow of the Big House, a vacation home where their mom works as a caretaker. Thankfully, Cordy has her best friend (Button), the world's best younger brother, and a terrific town library. When Cordy comes across a lost dog, she knows he needs her as much as she wants him. Through her efforts to help the dog, whose name becomes Lost, Cordy accidentally invites even more change into her life: her mom and the vet hit it off, an unexpected turn of events Cordy isn't too pleased about. First-person narration invites the reader into Cordy's introspective mind, as she follows her curiosity and learns not all change is bad. A fabulous cast of characters, from the loving librarian to Button's elderly neighbor, make this small Oregon town feel real. Lost sparks many an adventure while Cordy and her lovable crew heal and grow."

9781668054277 Finding My Way: A Memoir Yousafzai, Malala HS No reviews-biogaphy

978-1-419-75776-1 Force of Chaos Hasbro Inc and Ma, Diana HS School Library Journal Starred Review, 05/01/25, Gr 7 Up— Trini Kwan doesn't want to be an Asian stereotype because of her years practicing martial arts with her grandmother, or known for fighting like she was as a kid. Her reputation as a quiet, shy girl is blown apart after she helps fight a giant winged monster at a homecoming game. As a result, Trini, alongside her estranged childhood friend Zack, school genius Billy, popular football player Jason, and new girl gymnast Kimberly, is recruited to join an intergalactic war against space witch Rita Repulsa. With little in common but a desire to save their town from invasion, Trini has to help make this unlikely group a real team before it's too late. Ma brings complexity and depth to all of the Power Rangers but especially to Trini, who struggles with how to be true to her values while embracing her new role as the Yellow Ranger and her identity in the Asian American diaspora. VERDICT This dynamic series starter translates the iconic action of the long-running television series into an engrossing novel.
 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Five teens are chosen to protect their town from an alien vendetta in this story set in the world of the Mighty Morphin Power RangersTrini Kwan has carefully cultivated her studious, "quiet Asian girl" persona at school, hiding her frustration when students take advantage of her hard work, underestimate her, or bully her friend Billy. Despite years of martial arts training with Nai Nai, her grandmother, she hides her true strength. Then her school's Homecoming game is attacked by Goldar, a furry blue monster with gold armor, and the Putties, his clay minions. Even as most kids flee, Billy, football captain Jason, popular new cheerleader Kimberly, and Trini's former best friend, Zack, rush to help two trapped students-and Trini joins them. The five teens are chosen by "galactic warrior scholar" Zordon to become the Power Rangers; Trini is named the Yellow Ranger. Ma adds new dimensions to the original story through the inclusion of Chinese mythology and explorations of racial stereotyping and Trini's struggle with an inner voice that tells her to hide her true self. While the tone of the writing and the treatment of intriguing themes-strong women, power and responsibility, friendship, and self-control-skew young and lack complexity, the slow-burn romance is believable and grounded in a rebuilt friendship. Trini is of Chinese Taiwanese and Korean Chinese descent, Zack is Black, and other main characters read white.A lightly developed read that may appeal to avid fans of the long-running franchise.(Adventure. 12-14)

978-1-09-829889-0 Fossil Encyclopedia Herman, Miles HS

978-1-9644873-1-1

Game Master's Book of Magic and Mayhem for Kids: 
Locations, NPCs, Traps, Dungeons, Magic Items, 
Mons Ashworth, Jeff and Baker, Tim HS

9781801504201

Glory, Glory, Gone: The Story of Tottenham 
Hotspur's Regression, Relegation and Rebirth in the 
1970s Rooke, Samuel HS No reviews-sports nonfiction (student request)

978-1-09-829837-1 GOATs of College Women's Volleyball Evans, B. J. HS
978-0-7358-4471-1 Golden Age: Ovid's Metamorphoses Ovid and Janisch, Heinz HS
978-1-338-61604-0 Good-Bye Stacey, Good-bye Martin, Ann M. HS The Baby-Sitters Club Graphix

9781665971041 Goodbye, My Princess Fei, Wo Si Cun HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* As the ninth princess of Xiliang, who's married to Crown Prince Li Chengyin, Qu Xiaofeng spends her days surreptitiously sneaking out of the Court of Spring with her dearest friend, A’du. Together they cross-dress as men and get into bar brawls while basking in commoner life. At court, life is much different. As a treaty bride, Xiaofeng must copy her manuals, attend to nobility, and suffer frequent fights with her indifferent, loveless husband. Between the dangers of the Chinese monarchy’s political intrigue and her husband, Xiaofeng struggles to reconcile her perceived worth compared to the whole kingdom and her desire to be loved. To complicate matters further, the mysterious Gu Jian abducts her and throws her into a river that leads her to recollect a past washed away by the River Oblivion. This past is so consequential and harrowing, Xiaofeng must decide if her memories of Li Chengyin are enough to unravel her complex web of feelings in the present. Cun’s emotionally compelling narrative masterfully weaves in and out of themes of love and hatred before coming to the crossroads of a poignant yet antagonistic relationship in a finale that sticks with readers long after finishing the tale. Told nonchronologically, this tragic romance includes five additional short stories that expand the plot and offer shades of sorrow and joy."

School Library Journal Starred, 05/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—To secure the treaty between the kingdom of Xiliang and Plains, the ninth daughter Xiaofeng is forced to marry the Crown Prince. She became a Princess Consort at the age of 15 and lives in one of the imperial palace manors, the Court of Spring. There is so much the Princess Consort cannot do and cannot say. She is forced to attend a lot of different ceremonies every year, dressed head to toe in layers of jewelry, stiff robes, and heavy golden coronets. She will not be addressed by her name. She is the person on display for the entire imperial palace. She is also the target of constant assassination attempts. The loneliness inside the imperial palace walls is a beast that devours everything the Princess Consort feels is good, kind, and beautiful. This book replicates the ancient China imperial palace life: concubines struggle with other women in the harem to get the Crown Prince's attention; cruel tactics are used to promote at higher-ranking roles in the manors; emperor deposes empress to make way for his favorite younger girl; and concubines are sold into indentures. In this book, the emperor guards and palace servants are depicted as capable of superhuman feats of martial arts. It features itinerant warriors of ancient China heavily inspired and influenced by Chinese mythology and philosophies, including Taoism and Confucius. VERDICT A perfect read for libraries in need of historical fantasy adventure fiction, especially for those interested in hierarchy of the ancient Chinese palace orders and power struggles.—Anna Ching-Yu Wong Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-1-636-55152-4 Great Big Book of Museums Bensard, Èva and Snelson, Karin HS
School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 3–6— A compelling introduction to some of the world's most famous museums. Museums featured range from the well-known Guggenheim and Smithsonian Institute to lesser known Russian, Dutch, and Chinese institutions. Each museum is covered across two spreads. The first sets the stage for the museum with a few paragraphs and a large, whimsically drawn rendering of its exterior and some interior features. The second spread highlights things that make each museum unique (e.g., there is only one original key to the Sistine Chapel!) and points out some interesting, not-to-be-missed exhibits within. Watercolor and mixed media illustrations feature heavily in this book. The museums are drawn surrounded by people and bustling cities. Famous works like the Mona Lisa are recreated when exhibits are highlighted, but the style of drawing is decidedly cartoonish. There are many small details to notice throughout the illustrations, and readers will enjoy diving into them to make new discoveries with each reading. The text is set in short snippets and will keep the attention of young readers. This does, however, limit the scale of the information provided; this brief introduction to some of the world's museums can't provide detail beyond a cursory level. VERDICT Recommended purchase for larger collections or those looking to expand their nonfiction holdings.— Jessica Trafton

9781250376299 Hazelthorn Drews, C.G. HS
School Library Journal Starred, 09/30/2025
Gr 8 Up—Chronically ill teenager Evander has been locked inside his bedroom in the Hazelthorn mansion for the last seven years. His guardian, billionaire recluse Byron Lennox-Hall, blames Evander's isolation on his own grandson, Laurie, who attempted to kill Evander when the boys were younger. But Evander's obsession with swaggering, sarcastic Laurie has grown, and when Byron abruptly dies, the two boys are flung back together at last. Evander is determined to find his guardian's killer, Laurie is keeping secrets, and the extended Lennox-Hall family is descending on the mansion—and the fortune—they have been exiled from for so long. As the tension in the mansion ratchets steadily higher, the garden outside becomes more unmanageable by the day. Foreshadowing and recurrence are key to this enthralling blend of genres. The mix of botanical and body horror underscores the main character's fragile state, while lush descriptions sprinkle plant-based similes throughout the work, keeping the off-limits mansion garden constantly at the forefront. Flashbacks and a murder mystery subplot propel the story forward, and as the animosity between the two boys shifts into something deeper, a breathless slow burn romance is added to the mix as well. The main characters are intense and impulsive, but they both learn and grow throughout the work—a further hook into readers who will already be obsessively engaged. Trigger warnings, including for abuse, are located in the front of the book. VERDICT Deeply unsettling and absolutely perfect for those who understand the vulnerability behind even a vicious monster.—Maggie Mason Smith Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 07/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "The garden was denied the chance to eat Evander alive, and since then he has remained confined to his room in Hazelthorn, away from prying eyes—and from Laurie, the boy who tried to kill him. After witnessing the murder of his guardian, Laurie’s grandfather, Evander is named sole heir to the estate, prompting the surviving Lennox-Halls to descend upon him. Evander will do anything to solve the murder, including joining forces with Laurie, while the garden will do anything to reclaim Evander, including animating the dead in a disturbingly verdant way. Body horror abounds, although readers might find it wanting for lack of a strong psychological aspect. Similarly, although the relationship between the two boys is as delightfully toxic as the garden itself, it isn’t well backed from a psychological perspective, which may deter hard-horror fans. However, the strength of the concept, pacing, and atmosphere make it an excellent introduction to the genre—especially as it combines the current popularity of both gothic mysteries and body horror."

9781665971423 Heart Check Charlotte, Emily HS
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
Two high school rivals learn there’s more to each other than meets the eye. With her college dreams hinging on the success of her jewelry business, Harper is desperate to be awarded a Young Entrepreneurs Grant and frustrated that everyone at her school privileges the athletes. Hockey team member Dawson hopes to be recruited by college scouts; he’s also battling pressure from his dad, a former hockey star. Though Harper and Dawson find each other annoying, they often cross paths since Harper works at Dawson’s family’s diner. When Dawson’s coach is fired for misuse of funds, one of the hockey players starts a rumor that Harper is involved. But over time, the dynamic between Dawson and Harper begins to change as they reevaluate themselves and each other. Despite the slow start, this charming enemies-to-lovers narrative succeeds thanks to the well-paced progression of the leads’ relationship. Their alternating first-person points of view allow the complexities of their inner feelings to show through. The characters’ interactions feel intentional, and the emphasis on connection and friendship extends beyond romance, for example, through the supportive, open communication between Dawson and his friends Alex and Ryan. Charlotte’s debut successfully combines sports, friendship, and the emotional highs and lows of high school love. Main characters are cued white. A heartfelt romance that shows how letting go of the past can bring you an even brighter future. (Romance. 14-18)

School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 8 Up—Hockey bros rule the roost in Hamilton Lakes, and Harper is over it. It doesn't help that the star player for the Hawks, Luke Dawson, snubbed her best friend their freshman year and has been intolerable since. Known for being outspoken against the overfunded hockey team, Harper becomes a social pariah when the head coach is canned for misappropriating funds, and she is blamed for it. Despite this, Luke and Harper find themselves admitting a long-standing mutual crush—and learning a lesson about what life is like on the other side of the tracks. Hockey doesn't just provide the framework for initial conflict but is also heavily featured in the text. The relationship is more focused on social implications than physicality, so there aren't any on-the-page sex scenes. Those social implications also involve the spotlighting of key, lovable side characters who are well-positioned to take center stage in any sequel to this fun, fast read for romance lovers. VERDICT A teen-friendly entry into the current hockey romance trend. Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-593-52874-7 Hearts That Cut (Bk. 2) Hatzopoulou, Kika HS Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2024): Abandoned by her sisters, Io Ora must trust Bianca—former mob queen, now dying wraith—to help her find the hidden gods and end them forever in this duology closer that follows Threads That Bind (2023). Io and Bianca cross mudflats that harbor deadly chimerini and dodge the violent, unpredictable tides that flood the Wastelands, where humans have struggled to survive ever since the Collapse shattered the moon into three pieces. The youngest of the Moirae-born (sisters with Fates-like powers), Io is able to see the threads governing every human fate in the Quilt. She can end a life simply by cutting another’s life-thread, but the cost is high: Each time, she must sever one of her own 35 threads. As Bianca traverses anarchic wastes and dangerous urban slums ruled by powerful gangs on the way to their destination, the teeming city-nation of Nanzy, she weakens but pushes on. Despite setbacks and betrayals, the two discover unexpected allies willing to risk their lives to confront the gods. Io’s personal evolution, like the Moirae’s silver threads, is woven seamlessly into the complicated plot. While her romance with Edei is satisfying, the story’s emotional driver is the sisters’ difficult history of loss, longing, pain, and betrayal; each bears scars from their old, set-in-stone rivalries. Io’s world has an epic thematic scope and an intricately imagined setting. The characters are diverse in appearance, gender identity, and sexual orientation. Enticing and original. (Fantasy. 14-18)School Library Journal (June 1, 2024): Gr 9 Up-This climate-ravaged fantasy follows the electric ending of Threads That Bind. Io and the mob queen-turned-wraith Bianca are reluctant allies as they cross the Wastelands following a golden thread that Io is clinging to by her fingertips: the life thread of a god. Io doesn't know why the gods are trying to bring back the extinct line of Furies or why so many other-born are being assassinated, but the answers lie in the sprawling city of Nanzy. Her only clue is a prophecy from the descendants of the Muses: "She cuts the thread and the world ends." When Io cuts someone's thread, she must slice her own, severing the things she loves. Nanzy holds new allies and betrayals in unexpected corners, with subtle foreshadowing to reward careful readers. Io is an intricately developed character who is unafraid of decisive action but ever conscious of the consequences. Hatzopoulou assigns interesting flaws to her cast-loyalty, hubris, and curiosity, adding dimension to the twists and turns of Io's mystery. The epic dystopian worldbuilding raises interesting stakes, and Io's romance with Edei will tug at readers' heartstrings. The real backbone of the story is the trauma, secrets, expectations, and betrayals Io and her sisters have inflicted on one another. The cast is diverse in race, sexuality, and gender. VERDICT Epic and insightful, this adventure makes for a fun and heartrending page-turner. Highly recommended, and a solid choice for fans of Rebecca Ross's Divine Rivals.-Emmy Neal © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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9780195154818
Highway 61 Revisited: The Tangled Roots of 
American Jazz, Blues, Rock, & Country Music Santoro, Gene HS No K-12 reviews-standard nonfiction

Library Journal, 04/14/2004
Santoro, the jazz and popular music critic for the Nation, here tries to make sense of modern American music, locating its shared thread in a loosely defined folk ethos of individuality, improvisation, and constant stylistic change that jazz most clearly exemplifies. Using material that, to a large extent, previously appeared in several magazines (e.g., Pulse; the New York Times Book Review), he identifies jazz pioneer Louis Armstrong and folk icon Woody Guthrie as the fonts of future musical developments. The author follows with more than 25 segments on such varied artists as Willie Nelson, the Blues Project, Chet Baker, and Ani DiFranco, attempting to show the connection between music and race, politics, business, drugs, and the definition of subculture. Throughout, he delivers vignettes that are part personal recollection, part history, part social context, and part analysis. Santoro patches together more than a dozen book and record reviews, revealing interviews of Sonny Rollins, Max Roach, and Miles Davis, and some fascinating essays about soul music, Bob Dylan, and the 1960s folk revival. Though always illuminating his individual subjects, Santoro never hits his rather ambitious mark of knitting them together to explain the social and political context of modern American music. Nonetheless, he offers an informed, thought-provoking book that will appeal to general readers and fans.-Dave Szatmary, Univ. of Washington, Seattle Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.

978-1-250-32095-7 House Saphir Meyer, Marissa HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/25, A girl who can see ghosts takes on a deadly challengeEveryone knows the tale: Wealthy Count Bastien Saphir, aka Monsieur Le Bleu, married and murdered three unsuspecting women before the fourth got away. They say Le Bleu was still laughing as his last wife's brothers cut off his head. A century later, Mallory Fontaine gives tours of House Saphir and knows more than anyone about the family and their history. Count Armand Saphir, heir to the estate, seeks out Mallory and her elder sister, AnaÃ¯s, to assist at the family's country estate, where Le Bleu's ghost has returned to threaten the inhabitants. Armand hopes that the Fontaine family's reputation as gifted witches means they can aid in this exorcism. Unfortunately, the sisters aren't entirely truthful about their magical talents; their mother was renowned for her elixirs and talismans, but Mallory and AnaÃ¯s don't possess her powers and make a living selling fake charms and spells. Still, Mallory agrees, betting on her legitimate ability to talk to ghosts and her affinity with the macabre. But as the gory sacrifices add up, it seems there may be more than a ghost that's haunting the estate. Meyer takes the classic French folktale "Bluebeard" and expertly sprinkles in ghosts and otherworldly creatures to create an eerie tale with a side of steamy romance. The characters are full-bodied, possessing either winsome or terrifying auras, while the setting beautifully conveys a bewitching ambiance. Mallory and Armand present white.Bloody brilliant! (guide to monsters)(Supernatural mystery. 14-18)
 School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 7 Up— The Fontaine sisters are not just master witches; they are the leading experts on the Saphir murders. At least, that's what Mallory tells the clients they fleece. Conning unwitting tourists by illegally giving ghost tours of the famous, abandoned mansion that once was home to Count Bastien Saphir, Mallory and her rigged frights are enough to provide a (somewhat holey) roof over her and her sister's heads. But when the killer count's great-great-grandson shows up, seeking her help to rid his estate of his ancestor's spectral victims, Mallory might be in over her head. This plot-driven, gothic fantasy is a perfect autumnal read. The murderous dark elements are well-balanced with plenty of humorous moments. While the secondary characters do not have depth, it is easy to root for Mallory as she fights both ghosts and her budding attraction to Armand, the Saphir heir. Although readers may find a few plot points convenient, the breakneck pacing of the novel's climax makes this easy to overlook. This has a wholly satisfying ending and just enough left open that readers will be wishing for a sequel. VERDICT Meyer fans and new readers alike will find much to love in this spooky, atmospheric read. A welcome addition to any library collection.— Elisha Sheffer

9781335523129 I Am Not Jessica Chen Liang, Ann HS student request
School Library Journal Starred, 12/31/2024
Gr 9 Up—Jenna Chen has never been the best, or the brightest. Much to her parents' disappointment, she has been entirely average—living in the shadow of her beautiful, talented, and perfect cousin Jessica. When college admissions letters start pouring in, it's no surprise that Jessica gets in to all the Ivy Leagues and Jenna does not. Feeling defeated (and just a little jealous), Jenna makes a wish on a shooting star—that she could change places with her cousin and finally have the perfect life she desires. What follows is a creative twist on the classic Freaky Friday trope. Jenna wakes up in Jessica's body, and she has to navigate her new life, while trying to figure out why the more time passes, the more the memory of her old life seems to fade—as if she never existed at all. This is a poignant exploration of what it means to be uniquely "you" and the struggles of wanting what you don't have. The supporting characters are diverse and uniquely flawed, adding depth to Jenna's character and propelling the story with its relatability. VERDICT Hand this to students who never feel like what they do is enough, who just want to feel seen, and who long for that moment of fame and feeling perfect. Highly recommended.—Ashley Grillo Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 10/31/2024
Seventeen-year-old Jenna Chen gets her heart’s desire when she makes a wish to become her perfect cousin, Jessica. Jenna and Jessica are Chinese American seniors at the cutthroat Havenwood Academy. But while Jessica’s exemplary academic and athletic performance has earned her admiration from teachers and peers alike, Jenna has always fallen short of expectations, no matter how hard she works. In a moment of despair, Jenna wishes on a shooting star to be Jessica—and is astonished to wake up the next morning in Jessica’s body. At first, being Havenwood’s star pupil is a dream come true for Jenna, whose hunger for outward approval is finally satisfied by the praise that’s being heaped upon her. But Jenna’s bliss fades as she experiences the immense social pressures that forced Jessica to maintain her spotless record. She feels a creeping sense of unease as everyone around her seems to forget her own actual existence, apart from Aaron Cai, her childhood friend and unrequited crush, who recently returned from studying abroad. Liang’s latest examines the costs of pursuing perfection through a vivid portrayal of the mental and emotional toll it takes on Jenna, Jessica, and their peers. Jenna’s artistic eye sometimes manifests in overly ornate prose in her first-person narration, but the vulnerability of her voice will pull readers in. A sincere and emotionally astute story offering reassurance to anyone who feels like they don’t matter. (Speculative fiction. 13-18)

9781419754012 I'm Dreaming of a Wyatt Christmas Schmidt, Tiffany HS
School Library Journal, 10/31/2021
Gr 8 Up—Noelle lives for Christmas. Since her mother's death, she and her father have always made a point of making her favorite holiday extra special. But this year is different; her dad barely notices her, and when he nearly misses all of her Nutcracker performances, Noelle decides to accept a babysitting job that will take her to Vermont for the entirety of winter break. Incredibly, instead of insisting she stay home, her father enthusiastically agrees to this plan. Noelle heads out to spend Christmas on the ski slopes, away from all of her favorite traditions. When the dreamy older half-brother of her babysitting charges shows up at the family ski cabin, though, will all of Noelle's dancing fantasies come true, or is she in over her head? This is exactly what readers want in a holiday romance—light and fun, with just enough drama to keep things interesting but not feel overwhelming. While the family Noelle babysits for seems too perfect at the outset, all of the characters are nuanced and well-rounded. Noelle's sweet relationships with each of the children really shine, and the different family dynamics will resonate with teens. Overall, though, this is a fun, snowy retreat of a book. The fact that it gracefully tackles fears of fitting in with one's family and of the future is an added bonus. VERDICT Recommended for all collections.—Chelsey Masterson, New York P. L, NY Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2021
A young dancer struggles with challenges in her career and her life. Pennsylvania high school freshman Noelle Partridge lost her mother six years ago; she lives with her distant, workaholic father. Noelle relishes all the trappings of a traditional Christmas, one highlight being dancing in The Nutcracker, but this year Noelle’s mom-inspired Christmas extravaganza is feeling stale. Then she’s invited to spend the holidays on a ski trip with her favorite family to babysit for. Enter love interest Wyatt Kahale, an accomplished 15-year-old ballet dancer and hunky heartthrob, who arrives unannounced at his family’s luxurious Vermont cabin. Wyatt, whom Noelle has long crushed on from afar via family photos and online dance videos, attends the high-end ballet academy where Noelle has been offered an audition. But while she dreams of attending, he’s thinking of dropping out, defying his pushy mother and hoping for more time with his dad and half siblings. The complicated chemistry between Noelle and Wyatt, and between Noelle and the Kahale family, is well drawn. Noelle’s anxieties and embarrassment over the situations she encounters are funny, relatable, and help to drive home the ultimate message of the story—that embracing the unpredictable and appreciating one’s friends are the most important things in life. Each chapter opens with a babysitting tip from Noelle. Mr. Kahale and Wyatt are cued as Native Hawaiian; Mrs. Kahale and Noelle read as White. A sweet, charming story about navigating life’s changes. (Romance. 12-16)

978-0-374-38890-4 I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm Lockington, Mariama J. HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/25, In Lansing, Michigan, two high school seniors have clear goals-but they need money to make them a realityFollowing a traumatic incident with her mother, who suffered a breakdown, 8-year-old Lyric Watkins was placed into foster care; Grammy Viv gained custody two years later. Grateful for the stability, Lyric works as an online beauty influencer to help with bills and save up for a local cosmetology program that will allow her to stay close to home. Lyric's classmate Juniper Jones longs to take a gap year and "do something wild and wonderful," traveling the country and being in nature, where she's happiest. However, after reuniting following a separation, her moms are on shaky ground, and Juniper is afraid her plans will fall apart along with her family. When Lyric, seeking content for her BeautyStarz social media account, runs into Juniper by the Capitol Christmas tree and asks her to pose for a photo, she doesn't expect it to go viral. The two Black girls decide to make the most of its success by fake dating to earn enough to fund their respective dreams. Their calculated plan quickly spirals into something far more complicated as the line between pretend and reality blurs. Alternating between Lyric's prose chapters and Juniper's verse ones, the story moves at a steady, slow-burn pace that effectively keeps the pages turning. Lockington carefully and sensitively explores themes of dealing with anger, grief, and fear of abandonment.An emotional, engaging story of love and growth.(Romance. 12-18) School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 9 Up— For some, the holidays are all about joy, traditions, and quality time with family. But for Lyric, a high school senior and beauty content creator, the season looks a little different. Focused on growing her online presence to help support herself and her beloved grandmother Viv—the only family she has—Lyric is determined to make the most of her latest brand collaboration. While filming near the town's brightly lit Christmas tree, she tries to make her ex-boyfriend jealous by impulsively grabbing the first person she sees: Juniper. New to town from Chicago, Juniper gets swept up in the moment. Their spontaneous photo goes viral, and soon the internet dubs them lationshipgoals. As brand deals begin to pour in, Lyric sees an opportunity—not just for herself, but for both of them—to lean into the fake dating narrative and make some serious money to fund their post–high school dreams. Lockington delivers a cozy winter romance that's both heartwarming and emotionally layered. Told in dual perspectives—Lyric's in prose and Juniper's in verse—the story explores trust, abandonment, and the impact of past trauma. The characters are messy, flawed, and frustrating at times. While working through their emotions, they discover that sometimes anger can be a form of healing. VERDICT A great sapphic romance for readers who enjoy a good will-they-won't-they with depth and festive charm.— Alicia Kalan

9780593241318 Immune Dettmer, Phillip HS Reviews do not mention age range, likely because this is a standard nonfiction (science) title
Library Journal, 08/31/2021
Pop science writer Dettmer (creator of the popular YouTube channel Kurzgesagt ["in a nutshell"]) has written a volume explaining human immunity, which works on an extremely complex multi-systemic, even multi-cellular and micro-cellular level. This book makes the topic comprehensible with informal language and metaphors that compare scientific processes to everyday life. Dettmer covers types of cells, cell intelligence, receptors, antigens, T cells, antibodies, infections, vaccines, and ways to boost immunity. The book is heavily illustrated with vivid, full-color images that demystify bacteria, pathogens, and viruses (coronaviruses, influenza, Ebola). Dettmer is always engaging as he explains viral infections and DNA molecules in accessible terms for people of all ages (especially YA readers) and those new to popular science. VERDICT Bringing both insight and humor to an important and relevant topic, Dettmer's book is essential reading, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.—Marcia G. Welsh, formerly at Dartmouth Coll. Lib., Hanover, NH Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

9780593241318 Immune Dettmer, Philipp HS Limited K-12 reviews because it is nonfiction (science). Student request.
Library Journal, 08/31/2021
Pop science writer Dettmer (creator of the popular YouTube channel Kurzgesagt ["in a nutshell"]) has written a volume explaining human immunity, which works on an extremely complex multi-systemic, even multi-cellular and micro-cellular level. This book makes the topic comprehensible with informal language and metaphors that compare scientific processes to everyday life. Dettmer covers types of cells, cell intelligence, receptors, antigens, T cells, antibodies, infections, vaccines, and ways to boost immunity. The book is heavily illustrated with vivid, full-color images that demystify bacteria, pathogens, and viruses (coronaviruses, influenza, Ebola). Dettmer is always engaging as he explains viral infections and DNA molecules in accessible terms for people of all ages (especially YA readers) and those new to popular science. VERDICT Bringing both insight and humor to an important and relevant topic, Dettmer's book is essential reading, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.—Marcia G. Welsh, formerly at Dartmouth Coll. Lib., Hanover, NH Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

Publishers Weekly, 07/11/2021
Dettmer, founder of science education YouTube channel Kurzgesagt, debuts with an immersive primer on immunology. “The immune system is the most complex biological system known to humanity, other than the human brain,” Dettmer writes, and in four parts, he outlines the biological components responsible for maintaining human health. He describes immunity basics (“the immune system is a tool to distinguish the other from the self”), covers hygiene and immunoprotection, and breaks down pathogens, viruses, and autoimmune diseases. He also traces the course of an infection that arises from a simple cut as “bacteria spread into the warm caverns between helpless cells,” and, as the infection spreads, Dettmer introduces readers to macrophages (the largest immune cells), “suicidal Spartan” neutrophils, and messenger dendritic cells with ease. The author is less than sanguine, meanwhile, on products touted as helping to improve one’s immune response: “Boosting the Immune System is a horrible idea that is used by people trying to make you buy useless stuff!” Dettmer does an admirable job of staying out of the weeds, and colorful illustrations bring the whimsy of his YouTube channel to the page. Full of facts and fun, this survey is sure to entertain. Agent: Seth Fishman, the Gernert Company. (Sept.)

9781840467581 Introducing Kierkegaard Robinson, Dave HS No reviews-standard theology/philosophy nonfiction

9780679445517 Jazz: A History of America's Music Ward, Geoffrey HS
School Library Journal, 05/31/2001
Adult/High School-A companion to Ken Burns's television series, this will be a welcome addition. Hundreds of photographs, a few of the more recent in color, but mostly in black and white, will draw teens into this wonderful introduction to an American art form. The images alone are worth the price. Many have never been published before. However, the detailed text is a resource for both the history of jazz and the people who developed it. Arranged chronologically, the work shows how music reflects the culture and events of its time. The reciprocal is also true; the events of the 20th century from boom, depression, and war are shown in the music of the period. Given the ethnic roots of jazz, this history also includes the roles of racist economic hardships. Although the emphasis is on the beginning years from the Creoles of color in New Orleans through Louis Armstrong, Jelly Roll Morton, Duke Ellington, and Sarah Vaughan, to name only a few, the current status is not forgotten; a photo of Wynton Marsalis concludes the book. The biographical details of first-person memories will be of interest to report writers. An outstanding resource.-Claudia Moore, W. T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VA Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information.

Library Journal, 10/31/2000
As a stand-alone volume, this fluidly written and visually satisfying book is highly recommended for all public libraries and for all academic libraries looking for an excellent general history of the musical genre. As a companion to Burns's 19-hour PBS television series of the same name, set to air in January 2001, it is an essential purchase. The authors, who previously collaborated on Baseball and The Civil War (also companions to Burns's films), have assembled a comprehensive history with a focus on the musicians and the sociology of jazz. Those looking for a highly technical, theoretical study of the music will have to look elsewhere, as this book, containing no notated musical examples and using little technical musical language, is clearly intended for the general public and for fans of jazz. However, this guide is so well written, well researched, and probing of the complex relationship between jazz and American society that even professional musicians and musicologists will find something of interest. The short articles by Wynton Marsalis, Dan Morgenstern, Gerald Early, Stanley Crouch, and Gary Giddins, which are woven into the text, provide a more specific focus on a number of jazz's aspects. While this reviewer suspects that a fair number of patrons will turn to public libraries for the documentary and purchase the book themselves, the acquisition of Jazz will undoubtedly and deservedly boost circulation statistics.DJames E. Perone, Mount Union Coll., Alliance, OH Copyright 2000 Cahners Business Information.

978-0544812123 Jubilee Walker, Margaret HS No reviews - classic literature. The Mississippi Department of Education Office of Elementary and Secondary Education has put this title on their 9-12 "Equipped Booklist"

9781974752720 Kaiju No. 8 : 12 Matsumoto, Naoya HS Continuation of a series - reviews are from book 1 of the series
School Library Journal, 01/31/2022
Gr 9 Up—At the age of 32, Kafka is resigned to the fact that in a world where kaijus (or monsters, in the vein of Godzilla and Mothra) exist and wreak havoc, he'll never be one of the ballyhooed members of the kaiju neutralization defense force, the Third Division. Instead, he's working in a field that while still important is far less appreciated: kaiju cleanup. When the Third Division raises the maximum age for new recruits to 33, and a chance encounter with a kaiju gives Kafka the ability to transform some of his body parts into kaiju ones (and, in turn, gain their strength and speed), he receives a second lease on life. This title follows the typical shonen hero formula, where an lead ordinary lead becomes extraordinary. However, that doesn't make it any less exciting. Peeks into the character's backstories give them and the narrative some depth. All female leads pack just as much of a punch as their male counterparts, if not more so. The pacing is quick and fun, and the artwork is sharp and detailed, particularly when it comes to the kaiju illustrations. VERDICT Absolutely worth the read. The anime is planned for 2023. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2021
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* This hilarious, action-packed story starts at the moment the general public stops taking notice—after the giant monster has already been slain. Kafka’s unit is part of the clean-up crew responsible for taking apart giant dead monsters so that rebuilding can happen. But this isn’t the life Kafka dreamed for himself; he’s already failed the test to become part of the famed Japanese Defense force once and is too old to try again. But with the addition of a new clean-up recruit, a rule change, and an ill-fated nighttime visit, Kafka gets one final crack at his dreams. Kafka and his friend Leno work together admirably, along with some other incredibly strong recruits, to pass the test and achieve their life-long aspirations. Matsumoto masterfully portrays his characters despite the overall artistic style being more of the unpolished, rough look readers have come to enjoy from series like Demon Slayer. Kafka is enjoyably emotive in his facial expressions and colorful dialogue, while Leno is his perfect foil—cool, collected, and calm. There are plenty of humorous moments sprinkled throughout this propulsive title to keep readers devouring the story. Readers who enjoy the humor and serious moments of Spy x Family or the off-the-wall story lines of Chainsaw Man will likely be drawn to Kaiju No. 8, as well."

9781974755127 Kaiju No. 8 : 13 Matsumoto, Naoya HS Continuation of a series - reviews are from book 1 of the series
School Library Journal, 01/31/2022
Gr 9 Up—At the age of 32, Kafka is resigned to the fact that in a world where kaijus (or monsters, in the vein of Godzilla and Mothra) exist and wreak havoc, he'll never be one of the ballyhooed members of the kaiju neutralization defense force, the Third Division. Instead, he's working in a field that while still important is far less appreciated: kaiju cleanup. When the Third Division raises the maximum age for new recruits to 33, and a chance encounter with a kaiju gives Kafka the ability to transform some of his body parts into kaiju ones (and, in turn, gain their strength and speed), he receives a second lease on life. This title follows the typical shonen hero formula, where an lead ordinary lead becomes extraordinary. However, that doesn't make it any less exciting. Peeks into the character's backstories give them and the narrative some depth. All female leads pack just as much of a punch as their male counterparts, if not more so. The pacing is quick and fun, and the artwork is sharp and detailed, particularly when it comes to the kaiju illustrations. VERDICT Absolutely worth the read. The anime is planned for 2023. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2021
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* This hilarious, action-packed story starts at the moment the general public stops taking notice—after the giant monster has already been slain. Kafka’s unit is part of the clean-up crew responsible for taking apart giant dead monsters so that rebuilding can happen. But this isn’t the life Kafka dreamed for himself; he’s already failed the test to become part of the famed Japanese Defense force once and is too old to try again. But with the addition of a new clean-up recruit, a rule change, and an ill-fated nighttime visit, Kafka gets one final crack at his dreams. Kafka and his friend Leno work together admirably, along with some other incredibly strong recruits, to pass the test and achieve their life-long aspirations. Matsumoto masterfully portrays his characters despite the overall artistic style being more of the unpolished, rough look readers have come to enjoy from series like Demon Slayer. Kafka is enjoyably emotive in his facial expressions and colorful dialogue, while Leno is his perfect foil—cool, collected, and calm. There are plenty of humorous moments sprinkled throughout this propulsive title to keep readers devouring the story. Readers who enjoy the humor and serious moments of Spy x Family or the off-the-wall story lines of Chainsaw Man will likely be drawn to Kaiju No. 8, as well."

9781974758395 Kaiju No. 8 : 14 Matsumoto, Naoya HS Continuation of a series - reviews are from book 1 of the series
School Library Journal, 01/31/2022
Gr 9 Up—At the age of 32, Kafka is resigned to the fact that in a world where kaijus (or monsters, in the vein of Godzilla and Mothra) exist and wreak havoc, he'll never be one of the ballyhooed members of the kaiju neutralization defense force, the Third Division. Instead, he's working in a field that while still important is far less appreciated: kaiju cleanup. When the Third Division raises the maximum age for new recruits to 33, and a chance encounter with a kaiju gives Kafka the ability to transform some of his body parts into kaiju ones (and, in turn, gain their strength and speed), he receives a second lease on life. This title follows the typical shonen hero formula, where an lead ordinary lead becomes extraordinary. However, that doesn't make it any less exciting. Peeks into the character's backstories give them and the narrative some depth. All female leads pack just as much of a punch as their male counterparts, if not more so. The pacing is quick and fun, and the artwork is sharp and detailed, particularly when it comes to the kaiju illustrations. VERDICT Absolutely worth the read. The anime is planned for 2023. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2021
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* This hilarious, action-packed story starts at the moment the general public stops taking notice—after the giant monster has already been slain. Kafka’s unit is part of the clean-up crew responsible for taking apart giant dead monsters so that rebuilding can happen. But this isn’t the life Kafka dreamed for himself; he’s already failed the test to become part of the famed Japanese Defense force once and is too old to try again. But with the addition of a new clean-up recruit, a rule change, and an ill-fated nighttime visit, Kafka gets one final crack at his dreams. Kafka and his friend Leno work together admirably, along with some other incredibly strong recruits, to pass the test and achieve their life-long aspirations. Matsumoto masterfully portrays his characters despite the overall artistic style being more of the unpolished, rough look readers have come to enjoy from series like Demon Slayer. Kafka is enjoyably emotive in his facial expressions and colorful dialogue, while Leno is his perfect foil—cool, collected, and calm. There are plenty of humorous moments sprinkled throughout this propulsive title to keep readers devouring the story. Readers who enjoy the humor and serious moments of Spy x Family or the off-the-wall story lines of Chainsaw Man will likely be drawn to Kaiju No. 8, as well."

9780593302323 Kill Creatures Power, Rory HS
School Library Journal Starred, 04/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—A girl returns after a year missing, and no one is more surprised than her best friend—because she's the one who killed her. While that feels like a big reveal early on, this is a delightfully thrilling look at the lead-up and aftermath of the fateful summer night when best friends Nan, Luce, Edie, and Jane entered Saltcedar Canyon for a swim and only Nan returned. Now, a year later, Luce is plucked out of the lake during a vigil for the missing friends. But why did Nan, whose first-person perspective propels the novel in Now (this summer) and Then (last summer) chapters, do it? And will Luce, suffering from amnesia, remember what happened? Readers who enjoy an unreliable, uncertain, and at times unhinged narrator will love Nan's voice and her simmering rage ("if I ever kill her again, it'll be with my bare hands") as everything she thought was over rises to the surface, along with some secrets even she couldn't fathom. The author explores friendship, fitting in, crushes, revenge, and the lies we tell ourselves in this tight, fast-moving narrative. Skin tone is not described, but Nan has blond hair and blue eyes, Luce has blue eyes and curly red hair, Edie has dark hair and "quicksilver" eyes, and Jane has dark hair. There is LGBTQIA+ representation in the main cast. Hand to fans of Rebecca Stafford's Rabbit & Juliet and Megan Lally's No Place to Hide. VERDICT Unique and unputdownable. Essential for thriller fans.—Amanda Mastrull Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* “The girls are all dead. And I should know, because I’m the one who killed them.” Last summer, Nan and her best friends went to Saltcedar Canyon to explore, but they forgot the rope and anchor, so Nan stayed behind with the boat. She watched the three girls enter the canyon and waited all night, but they never came out. At least, that’s the story she told the police. Now, a year later, at the vigil, Luce is found floating in the water, alive. Yet Nan vividly remembers smashing her head in with a rock. Luce doesn’t seem to remember what Nan did or why, but now the police are looking for the other two again and asking new questions. Nan has to scramble to manipulate the investigation while carefully probing Luce for information, but having Luce back is dredging up memories Nan would rather keep buried. Power’s tense psychological thriller alternates between the time lines, weaving together the days leading up to that fateful night last summer and the aftermath of Luce’s return, telling a story of obsessive love and ultimate betrayal from Nan’s intensely private perspective. Power masterfully seeds Nan’s narrative with subtle clues to her unreliability that will keep readers hooked until the full truth is told—and it is a doozy. This gripping, smartly plotted thriller has high appeal."

9780062994479 Last Chance Books Rodkey, Kelsey HS
Booklist, 05/14/2021
Grades 9-12 - "Books and Moore has been run by Madeline’s family for generations. Abandoned by her father as well as her mother, Dahlia, white, 17-year-old Madeline has a home in the bookshop, which represents her whole past, present, and even future, as she plans on inheriting it from her aunt after college. It’s there she meets Jasper Hamada, her cutest customer, and it’s not until they finally exchange numbers that she discovers he works at Prologue, the chain bookstore that just opened across the street. As Books and Moore teeters toward financial ruin, Madeline and Jasper strike up a fierce rivalry, with a flirtatious prank war escalating into dangerous territory. Rodkey’s debut is an enemies-to-lovers summer romance rooted as much in family as it is in cute banter, book nerdery, and sexual tension. When Dahlia steps back into Madeline’s life, it adds a moving narrative layer to the ongoing turmoil regarding how to save the store, what to make of Jasper, and what to do with her life. You’ve Got Mail for teens, with a similarly bittersweet ending."

School Library Journal, 03/31/2021
Gr 9 Up—Madeline's last summer before heading off to college isn't going as planned. Her aunt Astrid's independent bookstore where she works is going out of business, she finds out that her crush, Jasper, manages the competing bookstore across the street, and her absent mom, Dahlia, is coming to stay at the worst possible time. Madeline spends the summer trying to save the bookstore while forging relationships that she would have never expected. Madeline is quick-witted, bright, and passionate about her aunt's business. Her creativity helps her come up with ideas for pranking Jasper and ways to raise money to save the bookstore, even when her own family no longer believes in it. Jasper's family is Japanese, Madeline's ethnicity is unspecified, and minor characters are of various backgrounds. VERDICT This lighthearted page-turner is recommended for all young adult collections.—Elizabeth Gold, Midwood H.S., NY Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

978-1-250-90808-7 Leaving Room McBride, Amber HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A 17-year-old guardian of the memories of recently deceased young people questions her purpose in the latest from National Book Award finalist McBrideThe Keepers stay in their Leaving Rooms, ushering Leavers through this liminal space between life and death. Gospel, a Keeper who struggles with following rules, prides herself on providing Leavers with meals made of loving memories and cares for the souls during their precious four minutes with her. Tending to children who have just died, Gospel takes each one's "best memory," often involving a meal, and places it in one of the mason jars that line her bookshelves, which are "made from living trees." Some of the Leavers haunt Gospel, their presences creating lasting memories for her-5-year-old Maple and 8-year-old Suvi, in particular (readers later learn the reason behind their significance). As Gospel struggles with the weight of her role, Melodee, who's also a Keeper, enters her Leaving Room, breaking another rule. Their connection is instantaneous; "I didn't know Keepers /could feel love," Gospel observes-and she wonders whether her existence might hold more meaning. McBride is a master of verse, weaving lines with emotion and character development, articulating pain and hope with an economy of words, and documenting Black lives with tenderness. Reverberating with a haunting trauma, this powerful narrative is packed with Black joy, queer love, and feminist defiance.Compelling and evocative: a must-read. (author's note, playlist)(Verse fiction. 14-18)
 School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 9 Up— Gospel is the Keeper of the Leaving Room, where children go before they die. Her job is to comfort these children in her care, and then coax them to give her their best memory so they are not forgotten when they pass through. One of the few rules of the Leaving Room is that there is only one Keeper and one Leaver allowed in the room. A new Leaver is not allowed in Gospel's room until the previous Leaver is gone. As much as Gospel follows this rule, there are other ones she breaks, which causes her room to malfunction. Eventually, she bumps into another Keeper named Melodee. Gospel and Melodee have a strong connection, and even seem to be attracted to each other. They live like this for what seems ages, until their rooms break apart and Melodee disappears. McBride has created a universe to provide an answer to what happens when one dies, and what it must be like to be between life and death. Those who have read We Are All So Good at Smiling will recognize the same type of magical realism with some of the same themes. Weighty topics, such as death, the importance of connection, sexuality, and self-awareness are rooted in our world, but seem to take on a magical feel in McBride's stories. VERDICT Recommended for libraries, and especially for readers who like McBride's previous books.— Jeni Tahaney

978-1-547-60394-7
Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the 
Middle East: Young Readers' Edition Tolan, Sandy HS Starred Review ALA Booklist, 02/06/23, Starred Review To see in human scale the tragic collision of the Israeli and Palestinian peoples, Tolan focuses on one small stone house in Ramla--once an Arab community but now Jewish. Built in 1936 by an Arab family but acquired by a Jewish family after the Israelis captured the city in 1948, this simple stone house has anchored for decades the hopes of both its displaced former owners and its new Jewish occupants. With remarkable sensitivity to both families' grievances, Tolan chronicles the unlikely chain of events that in 1967 brought a long-dispossessed Palestinian son to the threshold of his former home, where he unexpectedly finds himself being welcomed by the daughter of Bulgarian Jewish immigrants. Though that visit exposes bitterly opposed interpretations of the past, it opens a real--albeit painful--dialogue about possibilities for the future. As he establishes the context for that dialogue, Tolan frankly details the interethnic hostilities that have scarred both families. Yet he also allows readers to see the courage of families sincerely trying to understand their enemy. Only such courage has made possible the surprising conversion of the contested stone house into a kindergarten for Arab children and a center for Jewish-Arab coexistence. What has been achieved in one small stone building remains fragile in a land where peacemaking looks increasingly futile. But Tolan opens the prospect of a new beginning in a concluding account of how Jewish and Arab children have together planted seeds salvaged from one desiccated lemon tree planted long ago behind one stone house. A much-needed antidote to the cynicism of realpolitik.

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, The true story of a friendship between an Israeli Jew and a Palestinian Arab that transcends political tensions and violence.It is 1967. Three Palestinian men-Bashir Khairi and his cousins Yasser and Ghiath-are on a journey from Ramallah to see their childhood homes in al-Ramla. Yasser is turned away; Ghiath's is now a school. Bashir knows whether he may enter his old home depends on who answers the door. Dalia Eshkenazi, who has wondered "why would anyone voluntarily leave such a beautiful house," welcomes them despite misgivings, "sens[ing] a vulnerability in these young men [that makes her feel] safe." Dalia and her family, Holocaust survivors, had moved from Bulgaria to Palestine when she was just a baby. Welcoming the three men into her home opens the door to a connection, a bond between the Khairis and Eshkenazis, one that could represent hope and peace. The story unfolds in chapters that alternate between Dalia and Bashir along with chapters focusing on the histories of the land and of each family. In this young readers' adaptation of his 2006 book for adults of the same name, Tolan seamlessly weaves in the modern history of Palestine/Israel-including dates, roles played by leaders, and details from both Bashir's and Dalia's experiences. The writing is rich, especially when describing the house-it and its lemon tree form the center of this moving story.Captivating and complicated. (maps, author's note, sources) (Nonfiction. 10-14)

9780593900475 Library of Lost Girls Pipps, Kristen HS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 8-12 - "A traumatic incident four years ago left Gwen with a scar on her face, spurring their parents to send her wild-but-beloved older sister, Izzy, off to a finishing school known as the Delphi School for Girls. But the version of Izzy, who now goes by Isolde, that returns from Delphi is a very different and eerily hollow version of her former self. Extremely unsettled by her sister’s sudden desire to marry and frustrated with Isolde refusing to answer any of her questions, Gwen realizes that she has only one way to find out what has happened to her sister—get herself sent off to Delphi. Once “she arrives, secrets begin to spill out of the remote, frigid school packed to the brim with strange books, though the mechanism of its dark influence over its students and especially its alumni is dangerously guarded. Trust becomes hard to come by for Gwen, and alliances are found in unlikely places in this surprising and well- crafted tale with a sapphic romantic twist. A highly entertaining historical take on power, agency, and responsibility."

School Library Journal, 09/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—Gwen's sister Izzy comes back from Delphi School for Girls a changed person. Gwen, determined to figure out what happened to the sister who came back, makes a plan to get sent to the school. Once Gwen is there, strange things happen; everyone knows not to go outside of their dorms at night, and no one knows what happens in the Writing Room, even though they have all been sent there. Gwen and her friends are trying to figure out how to save themselves, as well as how to fix those who have already left the school. Readers will be glued to the pages, trying to figure out what is going to happen next. This wonderfully dark story starts as creepy, but slowly spins itself into a horror tale with a subplot of love, both romantic and platonic. VERDICT Recommended for fans of Gothic fiction, horror books, and anyone who enjoyed CG Drews's Don't Let the Forest In or Lauren Kate's Fallen.—Autumn West Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information

9781338875577 Louder than Words Woodfolk, Ashley HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2024
Gr 9 Up—After being expelled from the exclusive private school she'd been attending, Jordyn Jones begins her junior year at a public high school in Washington, D.C. The difference is immediately obvious in the diversity of the students and the lax dress code. Jordyn feels she could fit in there, pursue her love of art, and make a clean start. But on day one, her past is already coming back to haunt her. A mysterious podcaster at the school releases a weekly gossip show, spilling juicy secrets that the targeted students would rather not have revealed. Jordyn's expulsion is the day's top story, but luckily, the podcaster doesn't seem to know any of the details, and she is able to make friends quickly. But trouble seems to find her even when she is trying to do the right thing. First her parents, and then even her new friends are quick to assume the worst. Jordyn never expected starting over to be easy, but wonders, if no one else is willing to give her a chance, how can she ever move beyond her past mistakes? The search for the mysterious podcaster, along with the gradual, but well-timed, reveal of Jordyn's expulsion keep the story moving in this character-driven novel. It features students of color as well as members of the LGBTQIA+ community. VERDICT An engaging story about self-esteem and choices that teen girls, especially, will appreciate.—Cary Frostick Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 03/31/2024
After transferring to a new high school, an art-loving student faces the challenge of starting over in this collaboration between celebrated YA author Woodfolk and debut author and acclaimed actor Underwood. High school junior Jordyn Jones is eager for a new beginning. Yet, as a private school transfer student at Edgewood High, a much larger public school, she’s already part of the rumor mill. The anonymous podcast Tomcat Tea, which shares school gossip, spills the news that Jordyn was actually expelled from stuffy Hartwell Academy. But this doesn’t stop Jordyn, who’s Black, from steadily building a rapport with others; she’s eventually surrounded by a compelling circle of friends, including astute Mila and Izaiah, a high-performing soccer player whom she meets in detention. When Jordyn receives a hostile text from an unidentified sender who threatens to expose the truth about her, and Tomcat Tea takes a darker turn, she ultimately must decide if she’s ready to become the person she’s striving to be. This page-turner asks how people can reconcile with their pasts and begin anew. With a relatable protagonist and a diverse group of supporting characters who will have readers both laughing and giving side-eyes, this twisty, Gossip Girl–esque tale set in Washington, D.C., is full of surprises. The clean prose sparkles, especially when characters are at their most vulnerable. The dialogue is warm, funny, and even instructive at times. A rich, layered story about reconciliation and accountability with oneself and others. (Fiction. 12-18)

978-0-8479-0257-6 Love Stories Eulberg, Elizabeth HS The Taylors Version series (volume 1)
Kirkus Reviews
A cozy, concert-themed celebration of friendship, first crushes, and fresh startsFour middle school friends in Indiana-Taylor "Teffy" Bennett, Taylor "Tay Tay" Johnson, Taylor "TS" Shaw, and Taylor Perez-all named after the famous singer, start high school together in this upbeat, Taylor Swiftâ��inspired novel. Though they differ in personality, from confident gymnast Tay Tay to introverted bookworm Teffy, the Taylors have a strong bond that's being tested by changing interests, new relationships, and big dreams. The chapters alternate among the girls' perspectives. Teffy, a white-presenting aspiring songwriter, nurses an unspoken crush on longtime neighbor Liam Yoon. Aspiring class president Taylor, who's cued Latine, catches the attention of suave senior Hunter Brown, whose intentions are unclear. Cheerleader Tay Tay, who reads Black, juggles friendship and a crush on her biology partner, Reece Matthews. And TS, who presents white, pushes toward her varsity soccer goal while discovering a sweet romantic connection with new teammate Gemma Walker, a Londoner. The tone is bright and energetic, filled with references to albums and fan culture, but the book's emotional core is its thoughtful attention to shifting friendships and growing self-awareness. The breezy yet sincere prose matches the heartfelt subject matter, and the narrative balances group dynamics with each girl's individual arc. Readers will find themselves rooting for the Taylors as they navigate the thrills and stumbles of high school life.A sparkling, big-hearted tribute to girlhood, ambition, and finding your voice.(Fiction. 12-16)

School Library Journal (9/1/25)
Gr 7 Up —Four Midwest friends, all of them named Taylor (but known by different nicknames), all of them big-time Swifties, start high school and juggle new romances. There's Taylor, who has her heart set on being student-council president, who catches the eye of hunky senior Hunter, who soon turns controlling. Tay Tay loves singing and cheer but needs to improve her biology grade in order to make the honor roll; then she meets fellow musician Reece. Soccer-loving TS has high hopes of going pro but gets sidetracked by Gemma, while budding writer Teffy is content to hang in the wings, reading and pining for her crush, Liam, who just sees her as a good friend. In a premise reminiscent of Ann Brashares's The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants , the four friends share a hat from the Eras tour that Taylor Swift actually gifted to them. Swifties will adore Eulberg's incorporation of Taylor Swift's song lyrics in the novel, which also reflects the singer-songwriter's style and positive attitude. The book is labeled YA because it is set in high school, and one friend has to decide whether to let her boyfriend drive after he's been drinking. Not all relationship conflicts are resolved by the end of the book; there are some loose ends, as this is the first installment in a series. Eulberg includes an LGBTQIA+ romance and valuable messages about friendships and relationships. VERDICT A gentle romance and friendship tale for all BFFs (especially Swifties), with fantastic messages about honest communication and standing up for oneself and what is right.—Laura Dooley-Taylor

979-87-656-7129-0 Lullabies for the Insomniacs: A Memoir in Verse Foutz, Ella Grace HS Kirkus Reviews, 10/06/25, A young woman struggling with bipolar disorder engages in metaphorical battlesFoutz's debut, a collection of autobiographical poems, presents her raw, firsthand experience with bipolar disorder, organized into the stages of a deeply personal journey. Part one-"time zones"-sets up initial definitions using metaphorical references to the polarity of natural phenomena. The second section, "survival log," frames her struggles, including suicidal ideation and insomnia, during inpatient treatment. One shape poem, "Physics," illustrates what it feels like to experience the pendulum sway of feelings. Allusions to gravity, atoms, chromosomes, and other scientific concepts appear throughout. The writing style reads like a confessional journal and utilizes the imprecise language of an inexpert poetic voice. Many of the stand-alone poems reflect metaphysical musings, and the work lacks overall cohesion. Readers become observers of the writer's vivid-albeit frequently, exhaustingly repetitive-descriptions of inner turmoil, and they may not feel fully engaged with the writing. Later poems on Foutz's recovery and coping skills take on a more mature poetic voice and play with sound devices and diction. Several poems discuss unresolved suicidal thoughts in ways that readers with similar struggles may find challenging, as in "To Die, To Sleep": "Another pill- /Did I already take another pill? /If I take two will I die? /If I don't take any I surely will. / My limbs are drenched in drugs like clothes in water /How many pills have I taken now?"Raw, relevant, and well-intentioned but unrefined. (content note, resources)(Poetry. 13-18)

978-1-534-47437-6 Made in Korea Suk, Sarah HS
 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A rivalry between two entrepreneurial teens becomes a team effort that enables them to fulfill their aspirations.Korean American high school senior Valerie Kwon runs a wildly popular K-beauty business at school with the help of her cousin, Charlie Song. But when new student Wes Jung enters the picture, he inadvertently becomes a rival when he brings to school K-pop branded lip balm; he soon realizes that there's a market for the branded merchandise he has access to through his advertising executive mom. A wager ensues: Whoever makes the most money during the school year gets both businesses' earnings. Both Valerie and Wes feel unseen at home. Valerie's parents don't take her passion for business seriously, instead constantly negatively comparing her to her older sister, Samantha. Valerie dreams of earning enough to take her beloved grandmother to Paris. Wes, a dedicated jazz saxophonist, plans to use his earnings to attend music school despite his parents' disapproval of this seemingly impractical career plan. Over the course of the competition, the two fall for one another and also make progress in addressing their innermost dreams with their families. The alternating first-person narration moves skillfully between Valerie and Wes, and peripheral characters are well rounded and realistically portrayed. Details about contemporary Korean American life and culture ring true, adding texture to the story.An engaging, fast-paced romance between two teens longing for acceptance. (Romance. 13-18) School Library Journal, 05/01/21, Gr 8 Up-In this enemies-turned-lovers nVoices romance, two students will compete to rule the Korean beauty products scene in their school. Senior Valerie Kwon and her cousin Charlie rule the school business field with their K-beauty products sold out of Val's locker. All is well until new student Wes Jung poses a threat by selling merchandise and products from the hottest K-pop band. Both are desperate for money, as Val hopes to take her rapidly ailing grandmother to Paris, and Wes needs registration funds to apply to his dream music school, although his parents know nothing of this. Competition is fierce, and neither business is above spying and sabotage. As they get to know each other more deeply, feelings arise on both sides, but much is at stake to cave into something as inconvenient as love. Suk keeps the story moving fast with alternating narrators, and the dialogue and circumstances are believable. Readers will relate to each main character as they both struggle with parents, friends, school, and dreams. VERDICT A great romance that depicts Asian American and international identities. Carol Youssif, Taipei American Sch., Taiwan

978-1-607-54011-3 Mark of Zorro McCulley, Johnston & Francis, PaulineHS Foundation Classics (classic literature, no reviews)

9781787735088
MARVEL : THE FIRST 80 YEARS : THE TRUE 
STORY OF A POP-CULTURE PHENOMENON LICARI, FABIO HS No reviews-nonfiction

978-0-06-323516-8 Mercy Ward, Patricia HS
School Library Journal (9/1/25)
Gr 6–10 Mercy lives in Arbor Falls, a small town with a curse. Nothing ever grows, except a dark moldlike substance that creeps into the crevices of every home and building and spreads more prominently in homes of the "core curse families"—the descendants of those who were involved in a grisly murder that took place in the town over half a century ago. The exact details of the murder-suicide that ended in a house fire are unclear, but members of the cursed families end up dying in mysterious ways while profusely apologizing. For this reason, the families have nicknamed the curse the Sorrowing. Mercy is the latest descendant of one of these families. When another family moves back into town, she ends up working with the oldest son to find out the truth of what happened that fateful night in the 1950s and to possibly free the town of its curse. This murder mystery with a supernatural twist falters with pacing, taking a long time with exposition and struggling to build suspense throughout the novel. Teens may also scoff at the characters' use of texting and social media, as not only is it not an accurate portrayal of how most young people use them, but it also even begs the question whether the author is familiar with how these platforms work. Readers from Mediterranean backgrounds might find it jarring that a half-Italian, half-Lebanese character from Italy is one of the curse's most vocal skeptics, with no mention of the vast number of traditions in both cultures around bad luck and curses. VERDICT While this story has an interesting conceptual premise around generational trauma, it lacks the thrills many mystery readers crave and an accurate representation of the groups it seeks to portray.—Joanna Harris

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (9/12/25)
A teenager and her friends must contend with a family curseMercy Farr lives with her maternal grandfather in Arbor Falls, Vermont, doing her best to be a normal teen. But her life is far from normal: She and her relatives, along with several other families in town, are victims of the Sorrowing, a mysterious curse cast after an act of unimaginable violence decades prior. The Sorrowing ensures that anyone affected is doomed to failure: Those who strive to better their lives face devastating consequences, including illness, injury, and even death. When the Bowen family, whose ancestor "brought the Sorrowing down" on the community, returns to Arbor Falls, Mercy is drawn into their lives through their teenage son, Matteo. But unlike Mercy, Matteo and the other Bowens refuse to believe the Sorrowing exists, and their attempts to forge a new path puts all the cursed families in danger. As tragedy strikes, and the curse seems to tighten its grip, Mercy, Matteo, and their friends are pulled into the town's dark and tangled history, one the older generations have tried desperately to bury. Early exposition sets the stage for a plot that unfolds slowly at first, effectively building a sense of dread and oppression. By the time this evocatively written story reaches its haunting climax, readers will be fully invested in Mercy and the bleak world of Arbor Falls. Main characters are largely cued white, and Matteo has some Lebanese ancestry.A deeply atmospheric portrait of generational trauma.(Supernatural mystery. 14-18)

978-0-06-323516-8 Mercy Ward, Patricia HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, A teenager and her friends must contend with a family curseMercy Farr lives with her maternal grandfather in Arbor Falls, Vermont, doing her best to be a normal teen. But her life is far from normal: She and her relatives, along with several other families in town, are victims of the Sorrowing, a mysterious curse cast after an act of unimaginable violence decades prior. The Sorrowing ensures that anyone affected is doomed to failure: Those who strive to better their lives face devastating consequences, including illness, injury, and even death. When the Bowen family, whose ancestor "brought the Sorrowing down" on the community, returns to Arbor Falls, Mercy is drawn into their lives through their teenage son, Matteo. But unlike Mercy, Matteo and the other Bowens refuse to believe the Sorrowing exists, and their attempts to forge a new path puts all the cursed families in danger. As tragedy strikes, and the curse seems to tighten its grip, Mercy, Matteo, and their friends are pulled into the town's dark and tangled history, one the older generations have tried desperately to bury. Early exposition sets the stage for a plot that unfolds slowly at first, effectively building a sense of dread and oppression. By the time this evocatively written story reaches its haunting climax, readers will be fully invested in Mercy and the bleak world of Arbor Falls. Main characters are largely cued white, and Matteo has some Lebanese ancestry.A deeply atmospheric portrait of generational trauma.(Supernatural mystery. 14-18)
 School Library Journal, 09/01/25, Gr 6–10 Mercy lives in Arbor Falls, a small town with a curse. Nothing ever grows, except a dark moldlike substance that creeps into the crevices of every home and building and spreads more prominently in homes of the "core curse families"—the descendants of those who were involved in a grisly murder that took place in the town over half a century ago. The exact details of the murder-suicide that ended in a house fire are unclear, but members of the cursed families end up dying in mysterious ways while profusely apologizing. For this reason, the families have nicknamed the curse the Sorrowing. Mercy is the latest descendant of one of these families. When another family moves back into town, she ends up working with the oldest son to find out the truth of what happened that fateful night in the 1950s and to possibly free the town of its curse. This murder mystery with a supernatural twist falters with pacing, taking a long time with exposition and struggling to build suspense throughout the novel. Teens may also scoff at the characters' use of texting and social media, as not only is it not an accurate portrayal of how most young people use them, but it also even begs the question whether the author is familiar with how these platforms work. Readers from Mediterranean backgrounds might find it jarring that a half-Italian, half-Lebanese character from Italy is one of the curse's most vocal skeptics, with no mention of the vast number of traditions in both cultures around bad luck and curses. VERDICT While this story has an interesting conceptual premise around generational trauma, it lacks the thrills many mystery readers crave and an accurate representation of the groups it seeks to portray.—Joanna Harris

9781302920173 Miles Morales: Spider-Man 4: Ultimatum Ahmed, Saladin HS No reviews. Miles-Morales. Spider-Man series by Marvel. Publisher age range 5-Adult.
9781302926014 Miles Morales: Spider-Man 5: The Clone Saga Ahmed, Saladin HS No reviews. Miles-Morales. Spider-Man series by Marvel. Publisher age range 5-Adult.

9781087768502
NEW YEAR, NEW YOU : 365 BIBLE READINGS 
AND PRAYERS FOR TEENS GROVES, LAUREN HS No reviews-nonfiction

978-1-665-94714-5 Nothing Like the Movies Painter, Lynn HS Limited reviews--book 2 in a series. The first book (Just Like the Movies) has ample professional reviews indicating its appropriateness for grades 9-12.Kirkus Reviews, 07/11/25, In this follow-up to 2021'sBetter Than the Movies, a 20-year-old college freshman gets a second chance at his dreamsAfter the death of his father and his mother's subsequent physical and emotional disappearance, Wes Bennett left behind all of his plans and the girl he made them with to go home and take care of Sarah, his younger sister. But now, Sarah has graduated, his mom is back on her feet, and by some miracle, Wes has an offer to pitch for UCLA's baseball team. Liz Buxbaum, the girl he's always loved, works for the university's athletic department, taking photos and video of the team for social media, which means that maybe he can have a second chance at love, too. But since Wes left, Liz has made every effort to protect herself from ever feeling that broken again; there's no room for love, because she doesn't believe in it anymore. Or she doesn't want to. This second-chance sports romance includes fake dates, quippy and quirky best friends, real heartache, and the sweet ache of first love. The clever dialogue keeps readers from drowning in the main characters' emotional push-and-pull. Reading the first novel isn't necessary for appreciating this one, although knowing the full history between Wes and Liz will only add to the ache and longing readers feel from and for them. Main characters are cued white.A worthy second-chance romance.(Romance. 14-18)
979-82-17-02800-9 Obsession Preston, Natasha HS *Pending more reviews (book has not been released yet, awaiting further professional reviews)

978-0-593-90394-0 Ocean Apart Tew, Jill HS  Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A poor girl sneaks onto a dating show in hopes of winning a cash prizeNine years ago, Hurricane Leopold destroyed Miami and sent the wealthy people who ruined the environment to live aboard luxury ocean liners. Now, Eden Lowell, 18, lives with the family of her best friend and crush, Henry Turner, scalping drones to afford the ever-increasing prices for clean Aquadictum drinking water. Theo Desjardins, the Aquadictum heir, is starring in a dating reality show in which wealthy young women compete for his love-and 500,000 credits. A tragic accident forces a desperate Eden to turn to local rebel leader the Ringmaster for help in crashing the show. Her plan? Make Theo fall for her-and then steal the prize for her family and impoverished community. But once she's on the show, she starts having second thoughts. Theo's different than she imagined, and breaking his heart just might break her own. Climate fiction meets Kiera Cass'The Selection in this quick and appealing read. Tew sets up a world that at times feels eerily possible, while still delivering a romance with a healthy dose of drama and longing. The pacing feels off, particularly within scenes, but readers who become invested in the story likely won't notice. Fans of light dystopian novels and environmental stories will find much to enjoy. Eden and Theo read Black, Henry and his family present white, and there's diversity among the supporting cast.Entertaining and romantic.(Dystopian. 12-18)
 School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 9 Up— A dystopian romance with a heart for social justice and a good dose of action. Eden Lowell struggles to survive and support her adoptive family in the flooded Marshes of old Miami, where nutritious food and water are scarce. She blames the Cruisers, the corrupt wealthy in power who have abandoned the land and live on vast ships. Seeking vengeance, she partners with the mysterious anti-Cruiser rebel, the Ringmaster, to infiltrate the dating show being held for corporate heir Theo Desjardins. Eden will seize his heart and disappear with the prize money for the Marshes. But Theo challenges Eden's assumptions and prejudices, and she soon finds herself pulled apart, facing decisions between different identities, loves, and futures. The story offers a smart, driven, and flawed heroine surrounded by a diverse cast of characters. Eden is described as having dark brown arms and black curls, and many of the characters are described as having tan or dark skin. Action and issues of social justice are integrated with character and relationship development, mixed with a love triangle and an enemies-to-lovers trope blend. VERDICT For fans of Kiera Cass's The Selection , a fast-paced The Bachelor –inspired romance, going deeper with purpose for its characters.— Christine Juedes

9781368066983 ONCE UPON A K-PROM HS
School Library Journal, 04/30/2022
Gr 9 Up—When Robbie and Elena were 10, they vowed that when they were in high school, they'd go to prom together. But when Robbie's family returned to their home country of Korea, each went their separate ways. Seven years later, Elena has been boycotting the idea of prom, instead opting to find ways to save the community center, where she finds acceptance and pride as a volunteer, from closing due to funding shortages. With her best friends Josie and Max, Elena encourages those going to prom to donate money and skip the luxuries. Then, as prom approaches, Robbie appears on her doorstep, ready to take her to prom. The hitch? Robbie returns as a full-fledged K-pop star, and nothing is simple in that world. This is a true rom-com with all the requisite characters: star-crossed lovers Elena and Robbie; gal pal sidekick Josie, who has her own love life complications with their best friend, Max; mean girls; and the conflict that sets it all in motion—the prom. Misunderstandings collide with pop-star fandom and Elena and Robbie must navigate the world of fame, fortune, and Korean family culture. A wide cast of diverse characters fills the stage that is Elena's high school. Whether readers know about K-pop culture or not, they'll find themselves rooting for Elena and Robbie all the way. VERDICT Rom-com and K-pop fans will enjoy this journey backstage, while those not familiar will enjoy the story and want to seek out more about the music.—Connie Williams Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 03/14/2022
When they were 10, Elena Soo and Robbie Choi promised to go to prom together; seven years later, Robbie, now a member of world-famous K-pop group WDB, shows up on Elena’s doorstep. Korean American Elena wants to set herself apart from her four siblings, but at school and at home, the attention-shy high school junior is always overshadowed by her older sisters and twin brother. It doesn’t help that her efforts to fundraise for the local community center through an “alterna-prom” initiative has put her at odds with her classmates. When Robbie, whose family left Chicago for Seoul, suddenly reappears in the States, first at her house and then at school with a public, extravagant promposal, Elena is bewildered by the polished heartthrob who is so different from her goofy childhood friend. She rejects him. This stuns Robbie, who genuinely wants to reconnect with her and fulfill their old promise, but despite his polished idol persona and ease with adoring fans, he doesn’t know how to talk to his first crush. The story unfolds in alternating perspectives with an even mix of flirty and serious tones balancing a frothy premise with sympathetic lead characters who are each struggling in their own ways to define themselves. No prior K-pop knowledge is needed to enjoy the slow-burn, will-they, won’t-they storyline, though fans of the genre will appreciate a few blink-and-you’ll-miss-them allusions to real K-pop idols. Pleasantly indulgent, with a dash of realism. (Romance. 13-18)

9781250240378

OPENING MY EYES UNDERWATER : ESSAYS ON 
HOPE, HUMANITY, AND OUR HERO MICHELLE 
OBAMA WOODFOLK, ASHLEY HS No reviews-nonfiction (essays). Student request.

9781552096161 ORIGAMI PAPER AIRPLANES BOURSIN, DIDIER HS No reviews-nonfiction. Student request.
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9781440567674

PHILOSOPHY 101 : FROM PLATO AND 
SOCRATES TO ETHICS AND METAPHYSICS, AN 
ESSENTIAL PRIMER ON THE HISTORY OF 
THOUGHT KLEINMAN, PAUL HS No reviews-nonfiction. Student request.

9781506750149 PLANETES : 1 YUKIMURA, MAKOTO HS Limited professional reviews (manga). Winner of American Manga Award. Numerous informal sources recommend for 9-12 libraries.
Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* One of the most highly acclaimed sci-fi manga of all time has been reprinted in a fantastic new hardcover edition. Set in the year 2075, Planetes follows the crew of the DS-12 Toy Box, which has been tasked with cleaning up the mess left behind from years of space travel. This dangerous cleanup job is necessary to prevent horrifying accidents, such as the one that killed crew member Yuri's wife. Amid the hard work, the crew must contend with the rough living conditions in space, ecoterrorists wreaking havoc, and the trauma that comes from work in extreme conditions. Gorgeous, contemplative, and painstakingly well-done, Yukimura's work is perhaps more resonant now than ever. The characters contend with the complexity of humanity's place in the universe, and Yukimura manages to depict this complexity in ways that are incredibly grounded in reality while also artfully incorporating moments of fantastical psychological contemplation. Although this manga is sci-fi, the core themes and struggles are so relatable: Yuri struggles with the loss of his wife. Fee is a working mom whose maternal instincts come out regularly. Hachi pushes so hard to surpass his father that his actions have the potential to undo his future. Planetes is laden with depths to explore and is an essential title for manga collections."

9781506750156 PLANETES : 2 YUKIMURA, MAKOTO HS Limited professional reviews (manga). Winner of American Manga Award. Numerous informal sources recommend for 9-12 libraries.
Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* One of the most highly acclaimed sci-fi manga of all time has been reprinted in a fantastic new hardcover edition. Set in the year 2075, Planetes follows the crew of the DS-12 Toy Box, which has been tasked with cleaning up the mess left behind from years of space travel. This dangerous cleanup job is necessary to prevent horrifying accidents, such as the one that killed crew member Yuri's wife. Amid the hard work, the crew must contend with the rough living conditions in space, ecoterrorists wreaking havoc, and the trauma that comes from work in extreme conditions. Gorgeous, contemplative, and painstakingly well-done, Yukimura's work is perhaps more resonant now than ever. The characters contend with the complexity of humanity's place in the universe, and Yukimura manages to depict this complexity in ways that are incredibly grounded in reality while also artfully incorporating moments of fantastical psychological contemplation. Although this manga is sci-fi, the core themes and struggles are so relatable: Yuri struggles with the loss of his wife. Fee is a working mom whose maternal instincts come out regularly. Hachi pushes so hard to surpass his father that his actions have the potential to undo his future. Planetes is laden with depths to explore and is an essential title for manga collections."

9780593517925 PRINCETON REVIEW ACT PREP, 2025 Princeton Review HS No reviews-nonfiction. 

9780593518267
PRINCETON REVIEW AP PHYSICS 1 PREMIUM 
PREP, 2026 Princeton Review HS No reviews-nonfiction. 

9781662680397 Pushing Hope: An Illustrated Memoir of Survival Santana, Raymond HS
School Library Journal Starred, 07/31/2025
Gr 9 Up—A powerful illustrated memoir of one of the Central Park Five, who were exonerated in 2002. At 14, Raymond Santana loved art, riding his bike, and hanging out with his friends. His life changed forever when he and other Black and Latinx teens were falsely arrested for raping a white woman jogger. Raymond and the others were questioned and harassed for over a day and coerced into videotaping false confessions. Santana presents these events and those that followed, including his conviction, time in jail, and exoneration, with boldness, pain, and much emotion. Readers will feel anger, heartbreak, and hope as they witness Santana transition from a fun-loving teen to wronged prisoner and artistic entrepreneur. The spare language and rhythm of the words give the narrative a lyrical feel. The design pops with brilliant colors, large font in complementing colors, and Brown's incredible graffiti-style art. As Santana shares the atrocious moments, the palette changes to grays and blues, and the concluding celebratory scenes become vivid with primary hues again. The illustrations are created using a combination of traditional tools—pencil, watercolor, ink, and collage elements—as well as digital techniques in Photoshop. Santana's art has been his guiding light, and he was able to pursue his love of design and fashion by creating his own T-shirt line. VERDICT This touching, heartrending work will inspire young people to action. With so many curricular tie-ins and as a powerful choice for aspiring activists and artists, and striving readers, this is a must-purchase for all collections.—Shelley M. Diaz Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
This account by one of the Exonerated Five is an inspiring story of one man’s fight against institutional racism. In 1989, 14-year-old Raymond was arrested and accused (along with Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, and Korey Wise) of assaulting and raping a woman in New York City’s Central Park. Although he, like the others, was innocent, the police used intimidating and manipulative interrogation techniques, and public opinion was against them. Raymond was convicted and imprisoned, receiving a conditional release when he was 21. Following the 2002 exoneration of the Central Park Five, Santana, who eschewed bitterness, sought refuge in art. This moving first-person account of his life emerges from interviews conducted by Carolyn P. Yoder, Editorial Director at Calkins Creek Books. It shows the ways racial profiling, entrenched within American society, has life-altering consequences for people of color (Santana’s father came from Puerto Rico, and his mother was Afro-Latina). The text is succinct and punchy, printed in large, bold, colorful type. Brown’s dynamic art, which often covers wordless two-page spreads, transports readers to 1980s Harlem (shown as a place filled with art and music), through gut-wrenching prison scenes, and into Santana’s rocky transition to a new life as a fashion designer and activist. Despite the suffering he endured as a boy and young man, the book’s overall tone is one of optimism. A searing critique of the justice system with a narrative arc that turns despair into hope. (photos, photo credits) (Illustrated memoir. 14-18)

978-1-662-68039-7 Pushing Hope: An Illustrated Memoir of Survival Santana, Raymond HS School Library Journal Starred Review, 08/01/25, Gr 9 Up— A powerful illustrated memoir of one of the Central Park Five, who were exonerated in 2002. At 14, Raymond Santana loved art, riding his bike, and hanging out with his friends. His life changed forever when he and other Black and Latinx teens were falsely arrested for raping a white woman jogger. Raymond and the others were questioned and harassed for over a day and coerced into videotaping false confessions. Santana presents these events and those that followed, including his conviction, time in jail, and exoneration, with boldness, pain, and much emotion. Readers will feel anger, heartbreak, and hope as they witness Santana transition from a fun-loving teen to wronged prisoner and artistic entrepreneur. The spare language and rhythm of the words give the narrative a lyrical feel. The design pops with brilliant colors, large font in complementing colors, and Brown's incredible graffiti-style art. As Santana shares the atrocious moments, the palette changes to grays and blues, and the concluding celebratory scenes become vivid with primary hues again. The illustrations are created using a combination of traditional tools—pencil, watercolor, ink, and collage elements—as well as digital techniques in Photoshop. Santana's art has been his guiding light, and he was able to pursue his love of design and fashion by creating his own T-shirt line. VERDICT This touching, heartrending work will inspire young people to action. With so many curricular tie-ins and as a powerful choice for aspiring activists and artists, and striving readers, this is a must-purchase for all collections.— Shelley M. Diaz
 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, This account by one of the Exonerated Five is an inspiring story of one man's fight against institutional racismIn 1989, 14-year-old Raymond was arrested and accused (along with Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, and Korey Wise) of assaulting and raping a woman in New York City's Central Park. Although he, like the others, was innocent, the police used intimidating and manipulative interrogation techniques, and public opinion was against them. Raymond was convicted and imprisoned, receiving a conditional release when he was 21. Following the 2002 exoneration of the Central Park Five, Santana, who eschewed bitterness, sought refuge in art. This moving first-person account of his life emerges from interviews conducted by Carolyn P. Yoder, Editorial Director at Calkins Creek Books. It shows the ways racial profiling, entrenched within American society, has life-altering consequences for people of color (Santana's father came from Puerto Rico, and his mother was Afro-Latina). The text is succinct and punchy, printed in large, bold, colorful type. Brown's dynamic art, which often covers wordless two-page spreads, transports readers to 1980s Harlem (shown as a place filled with art and music), through gut-wrenching prison scenes, and into Santana's rocky transition to a new life as a fashion designer and activist. Despite the suffering he endured as a boy and young man, the book's overall tone is one of optimism.A searing critique of the justice system with a narrative arc that turns despair into hope. (photos, photo credits)(Illustrated memoir. 14-18)

9780871404992 QUR'AN : A VERSE TRANSLATION Publisher: Liveright Publishing GroupHS Limited reviews-nonfiction (student request).
Library Journal, 09/30/2023
Ten years in the making, this verse translation of the Qur'an is the work of two qualified scholars: Rutgers English professor Habib, a poet whose many volumes include Shades of Islam, and Duke professor Lawrence, a scholar of Islam who focuses on the complexities of translation. Billed as an accessible and lyrically rendered work for all comers. Prepub Alert. Copyright 2023 Library Journal Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

978-1-368-05461-4 Raising the Horseman Valentino, Serena HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, There are more charms than terrors in this reimagining of a supernatural tale.Valentino's eye for lavish detail focuses on Kat Van Tassel, an 18-year-old at Ichabod Crane High, named after Sleepy Hollow's most infamous figure. Trapped in a life that feels all too planned out and a skeptic surrounded by those who believe in ghosts, Kat chafes at the way she's fated to marry childhood sweetheart Blake, help run the family estate, and fulfill townspeople's expectations. Kat has other aspirations, and her modern-day story mirrors the past she uncovers while reading Katrina Van Tassel's diary entries, which are presented in chapters interspersed with the contemporary timeline. Katrina is a distant relative whose life was the source for many of the town's myths and rituals. Blake attempts a spell with his friends, pushing Kat to participate against her wishes. Increasingly frustrated with him, Kat becomes fast friends with Isadora Crow, a mysterious, dark-haired classmate whom Blake dislikes. As Isadora and Kat explore Katrina's diary, they begin to have feelings that are stronger than friendship. The young women's curiosity about the diary grows-alongside their romance, which becomes more than a crush. Mild chills and dual timelines drive the plot; the latter at times are too neatly mirrored. Horror readers hungry for a retelling will find few scares, but the same-sex relationship breathes some new life into the legend. Most characters default to White.A sweet retelling of a spooky classic. (Paranormal romance. 12-18)
 School Library Journal, 10/01/22, Gr 6 Up— Spinning the story of the Headless Horseman from the perspective of Ichabod Crane's love interest with a twist of feminism and LGBTQIA+ positivity, Valentino retells one of the most ubiquitous cautionary tales of gothic horror, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow , with authenticity and ingenuity. Eighteen-year-old Kat longs to attend a distant college but is bound to inherit Katrina Van Tassel's legacy when she marries and accepts the mantle of matriarch as the "reigning Katrina." Tethered by tradition and superstition, Kat's feelings for childhood crush and assumed fianc&3;, Blake, sour in the face of her blossoming autonomy and skepticism toward the town's morbid obsession with the Headless Horseman. On the 200th anniversary of Katrina's demise, Kat is nowhere to be found; her absence does not go unnoticed, nor does her budding romance with newcomer Isadora Crow, who harbors secrets about the town's mythology and her place in it. Fleeing the entrapment of a loveless marriage, Kat seeks more than friendship with Isadora, but when lies are revealed, her trust waivers; Blake further complicates matters. The townspeople's blind acceptance of the supernatural Katrina lineage is inexplicable, but authentic dialogue and animated storytelling render the parallel story of Kat and Katrina an apt retelling of Irving's classic morality tale, weaving past and present to mirror the original themes of greed, folly, and the threat of superstition trumping reason. VERDICT Recommended for a mildly macabre Halloween-themed read for younger teens who enjoy Marissa Meyer and Jane Yolen, and a good addition where fractured fairy tales and gothic horror are popular.— Rebecca Jung

978-0062388780
Reader, Come Home: The Reading Brain in a Digital 
World Wolf, Maryanne HS Standard neuroscience/psychology nonfiction (student request)

Publishers Weekly Starred, 05/27/2018
A decade after the publication of Proust and the Squid, neuroscientist Wolf, director of the Center for Reading and Language at Tufts University, returns with an edifying examination of the effects of digital media on the way people read and think. A “researcher of the reading brain,” Wolf draws on the perspectives of neuroscience, literature, and human development to chronicle the changes in the brain that occur when children and adults are immersed in digital media. When people process information quickly and in brief bursts, as is common today, they curtail the development of the “contemplative dimension” of the brain that provides humans with the capacity to form insight and empathy. In describing the wonders of the “deep reading circuit” of the brain, Wolf bemoans the loss of literary cultural touchstones in many readers’ internal knowledge base, complex sentence structure, and cognitive patience, but she readily acknowledges the positive features of the digitally trained mind, like improved task switching. Wolf stays firmly grounded in reality when presenting suggestions—such as digital reading tools that engage deep thinking and connection to caregivers—for how to teach young children to be competent, curious, and contemplative in a world awash in digital stimulus. This is a clarion call for parents, educators, and technology developers to work to retain the benefits of reading independent of digital media. (Aug.)

978-1-338-73396-9 Refugee Gratz, Alan HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In this graphic version of Gratz's bestselling 2017 novel, three groups of refugees in different eras face bitter hardship and persecution in the course of desperate searches for safetySet respectively in 1938, 1994, and 2015, the accounts involve a passenger ship full of German Jews, a thrown-together group of Cubans on a leaky boat, and a bombed-out Syrian family striking out for the E.U. The original novel folded in actual experiences and, in some cases, real people, unspooling three storylines in short, interleaved chapters; this new edition preserves that structure. It's a tossup whether the change in format offers any real advantages. On the one hand, actually seeing expressively posed characters and the period details around them brings both the cast and the settings sharply to life, moments of crisis and terror have cinematic impact, and racial and cultural differences remain strongly present. On the other, though, because the graphic "chapters" are only three to five pages each, and all the art is done in a similar style and palette, the dozens of switches from one storyline to the next come with dizzying frequency and can't help but impede the narrative flow. Still, after skillfully interweaving his three powerful stories together at their ends, the author urgently invites readers to contemplate their contrasts, parallels, and ever-cogent common themes.An effective adaptation, still relevant and likely to find a fresh audience. (afterword)(Graphic historical fiction. 10-13)
 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 4–8— In 1939, Josef's Jewish family flees Berlin to escape the Nazi regime. In 1994, Isabel's family sails toward Miami, leaving Castro and Cuba behind. In 2015, Mahmoud and his family run from Syria as civil war rages. Decades and thousands of miles separate them, but Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud share one thing in common: they are refugees, and their stories converge in surprising ways. This graphic novel adaptation is faithful to the original book, omitting only minor details from the main plotlines. The illustrations, which resemble the superhero comics art style, effectively heighten the drama. For example, when Josef's apartment is trashed by Nazi storm troopers, dark shadows in each panel convey the abruptness of the nighttime raid and the family's terror. The coloring is exquisite, showcasing the beauty of Isabel's Havana and the despair of Mahmoud's Aleppo. Maps are helpfully placed at the beginning of the chapters, showing each character's place in their journey. While the illustrations add excitement, the original novel's emotional heft can get lost in the graphic novel format, and the cliff-hanger chapter endings are not as riveting. The author's note has been updated to reflect new information about Syrian and Cuban refugees since the prose novel's publication. VERDICT The original Refugee remains an important and timely book; this graphic novel adaptation brings the moving stories of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud to life for a new generation of readers. A good choice for where the original is popular.— Danielle Sachdeva

9780593528334 RIGHT WHERE WE BELONG PENN, FARRAH HS
Kirkus Review, 09/14/2025
With the STEM boarding school her father taught at under threat and a time-traveling friend in need, high school senior Delaney will have to find the confidence in herself to save them both. Conflict-avoidant scholarship student Delaney tends to let others tell her what she should want and what she should do, whether that’s studying to become a dentist (to satisfy her parents) or writing for the school paper (to please her friend Analiese). Since her father’s death in the spring, Delaney has felt adrift and unmotivated, although Ivernia School’s yearlong game of Capture the Flag and the presence of her classmate and academic rival Sumner center her and bring out her competitive streak. But one night Delaney not only learns of the school’s potential (and imminent) closure, she also collides with William—or Lord William Alexander Cromwell of Dunbry—a boy pulled from 19th-century Britain to present-day Lake Placid, New York, by a geomagnetic phenomenon. It’s up to her, Sumner, and their friends to send William home, where he’ll play an important role affecting their contemporary lives. While the time travel element verges on distracting from the modern-day explorations of grief, relationships, and self-knowledge, these themes make the narrative glow with their authenticity. Delaney’s and Sumner’s sharp banter lightens the story, highlighting moments of affection and support that contribute to a compelling and genuine romance. The leads are cued white, and Sumner has some Argentinian heritage. Sweet, heartfelt, and punchy. (author’s note) (Romance. 14-18)

Booklist, 08/31/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Delaney is floundering in her senior year after the recent death of her father. When she overhears that her beloved private STEM school, Ivernia, will be closing due to funding issues, Delaney realizes she simply can’t lose the place she grew up in and the connection to her father, who taught at the school when he was alive. Delaney makes a wish, which appears to come true in the form of charming teenager William Alexander Cromwell—the founder of Ivernia, straight out of the nineteenth century. But William can’t stay, and the only person who can help Delaney figure out a way to send him back is her nemesis (or possible crush), Sumner. On the surface, the story may appear to be a fun time-travel romp with romance, but Penn delves deeper, utilizing the story to explore memory, family, grief, and belonging. There is still plenty of swoon-worthy romance and lots of timetravel science; Delaney’s grieving journey and self-discovery offer a deep emotional layer to it all."

9780199370184 RIGVEDA JAMISON, STEPHANIE W HS No reviews-nonfiction. Student request.
978-1-250-90402-7 Rival Lord, Emma HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Two intertwined "mortal enemies" vie for a coveted college zine positionSadie is determined to become a staff writer for the zine of her dream school, Virginia's Maple Ride University. After working tirelessly for years, Sadie was accepted to the university, and now she's on her way to theNewsbag interest meeting in pursuit of a staff position. But she collides with Sebastian Adams, her longtime school competitor, and the smoothie he's holding spills all over her. This encounter also reveals unfortunate news: Seb, the Instagram star whose channel, "Adams' Apples," is hugely popular, has been taken off Maple Ride's waitlist. Seb and Sadie have a long, involved history, having practically been raised together since birth by parents who are best friends.Newsbag is highly selective with a national reputation, and the co-editors inform meeting attendees that only one staff writer position is available, setting off a fierce rivalry while simultaneously showing Sadie that her feelings for Seb might be something other than competitive disdain. The college-with its quirky and hilarious student organizations, such as the Sad Bitch Book Club and the Random Acts of Chaos Club-is the perfect setting for the witty snark and blooming rivals-to-lovers romance. Readers will be drawn into the competition while rooting for a happy ending between these nemeses. Sadie and Seb (who's bisexual) are cued white.A clever and entertaining college campus romance.(Romance. 14-18) School Library Journal, 01/01/25, Gr 9 Up— Readers trust Lord to bring fun to the contemporary YA romance genre, and here she delivers again. Sadie is a freshman at the college of her dreams, and she's about to apply for a staff position at Newsbag , a well-known, college-published zine. She hopes that joining the staff will open up journaling doors for her upon graduation. However, her hopes and dreams are quickly shattered when her high school nemesis, Instagram star Seb, walks in to compete for the same spot. As Sadie navigates this new college life away from her loud and rambunctious family, she banters, competes, and even flirts with Seb for the coveted writing role, but also begins to come into her own in the process. Between the seriousness of trying to convince college admins to loosen their grip on organizational budgets to scoring invites to their first "Alphabet Party," the main characters are amusing and lovable. Lord has it covered with the enemies-to-lovers trope as well as some noteworthy supporting characters. She offers a sweet, coming-of-age romance that is reasonably predictable. This particular story falls somewhere between young adult and new adult since the main characters are freshman in college, but it focuses mainly on how relationships are developed and/or affected when a teen grows into an adult. VERDICT Recommended for school and public libraries; shelve with books aimed at readers leaving the nest and flying on their own for the first time.— Lacey Webster
978-0-593-69267-7 Secret Astronomers Walker, Jessica HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 07/11/25, A 19th-century astronomy textbook connects two isolated teens in this epistolary collection of notes and drawings"Copernicus" is grieving their astrophysicist mother's recent death. Their dad sent them to their grandparents in Green Bank, West Virginia, to complete senior year. A cryptic note their mother left behind leads the San Francisco native to an old textbook in the school library. Since the Green Bank Observatory's sensitive equipment requires a ban on Wi-Fi in the area, instead of scrolling on their phone, Copernicus spends study hall creating fanciful artwork and writing letters to their mother in the pages of the textbook. After another student leaves a sticky note asking them to stop defacing the book, their exchanges evolve into true dialogue. "Kepler" is only in the school building early each morning, before she's bussed to a gifted program. While she plans to leave the area for college, she's proud of her Appalachian roots. The two, who appear white in the illustrations, ultimately join forces to investigate strange phenomena that occurred when Copernicus' mother was in high school, referring to themselves and other members of their community through astronomy-related code names. Over the school year, they trade candid exchanges and challenge each other to grow. While their communications are confined to paper, their friendship feels organic and earned. Walker's clever, eye-catching collages and drawings appear on the pages of a real historical astronomy textbook, incorporating the textbook's contents in ways that maximize their effect.A wholly original novel that celebrates connection in unlikely places.(Fiction. 13-18) School Library Journal, 10/01/25, Gr 7 Up— A tale told through notes, with gorgeous drawings and town secrets, that keeps readers wanting more. After her mother's death, Copernicus transfers to Green Bank High School in Pocahontas County, WV, where the Wi-Fi is shoddy and crop circles appear mysteriously. In an attempt to learn more about her mother, who went to the same high school, Copernicus finds the oldest book in the library, an astronomy textbook, and begins journaling in it. Kepler, a high-achieving student whose family has lived in West Virginia for generations, finds the notes and drawings and challenges Copernicus for defacing school property. However, the pair connects over science, the mystery of the high school, and aspirations outside of Appalachia, eventually starting "The Secret Astronomers" club. Readers will be entranced by the lush and creative hand-drawn illustrations and collages, as well as the mystery elements. Though Copernicus and Kepler only speak through notes, their dialogue and reactions still feel realistic, and their friendship develops authentically. Readers will appreciate the way the two challenge each other's assumptions about Appalachia, family, and more. Walker's depiction of grief, Appalachian life, disability, and family life also feel genuine. Although the mystery wraps up too nicely, readers will enjoy discovering answers alongside the protagonists. VERDICT A heartwarming tale about connection, grief, and challenging assumptions, this will be well-received by fans of graphic novels like Samuel Teer's Brownstone and epistolary YA novels . — Israt Abedin

9781645953289 SETTING THE STAGE CHAMPION, LINDSAY MS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 5-8 - "Five personalities come together with their own varying drama backstage, showcasing the dynamics of a musical production from the perspective of the stage crew. There’s Ella, an aspiring stage manager who dreams of managing national tours; her best friend, Levi, who assists with stage crew; siblings Rosa, the lead actress, and Sebastian, a sixth-grader new to crew; and Willow, a girl who just moved from New York and wants nothing to do with the show but is forced into volunteering as a detention sentence. Aside from the show drama and the ongoing prank war between cast and crew, each character has personal struggles to deal with as well. Levi is in foster care and wonders if he could ever belong, Rosa secretly struggles with dyslexia, Ella is overly relied on by her parents, and Sebastian has a burgeoning crush on Levi, who, in return, is crushing on Rosa. While this series starter frustratingly stops midway through with a “to be continued,” theater fans are sure to devour the theatrics on and off the stage."

School Library Journal, 08/31/2025
Gr 5 Up—Eighth grader Ella Amani has been theater-obsessed for as long as she can remember. Now, it's finally her time to shine as stage manager for her school's production of Curie: The Musical. She's been prepping for this job for years; with her annotated binders and can-do attitude, she's ready for anything! Except, it seems like all the problems cropping up are exactly what Ella's not prepared for, like a major prank war with the show's cast and growing distant from her BFF and tech lead Levi. When so much goes wrong that it feels like nothing can be fixed, the Juniper Valley Middle School crew must band together to help their fearless leader. Champion crafts a big, bustling novel that gives readers a comprehensive education on all things theater, specifically the intricacies and significance of the tech crew. The story flits between the first-person POV of multiple characters whose experiences are more distinct than their narrative voices. Having so many separate, interweaving plots bogs down the pacing for the first two-thirds of the novel as character personalities and backstories are established. Nevertheless, the action mounts towards the book's end, and a major cliff-hanger will ensure readers anticipate the next installment. Character description is minimal aside from hair and eye color; Ella is described as having dark hair, and it is implied she is Iranian. VERDICT A plucky, engaging series debut that will resonate with theater-loving tweens. Perfect for middle school collections where Wicked is the musical du jour.—Ashleigh Williams Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-1-546-14847-0 Shadow Warrior Aoki, Shogo HS Spider-Man (Graphix) School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 5 Up— In the Edo region of Japan, Hyo Hachizuka is doing what he can to get by in life. His family suffered greatly since the day his father went missing while investigating corruption in their government, and while Hyo was never one to be physically strong, he is trying to earn employment with his town's police force. However, things seem to take a turn for the better when he crosses paths with Spider-Man, as well as a bottled symbiote that gives Hyo the superhuman powers the notorious Venom possessed. With Hyo's newfound pal and abilities, will he be able to solve the mystery of what happened to his father? This manga is a dependable combination of Japanese culture and some of Marvel's favorite mainstream cast members. Aimed at younger readers, the title does a laudable job of keeping the plot simple to follow. Newcomers to the world of Marvel will be eased in smoothly, and fans of manga art won't be disappointed by Aoki's fun visual style. Action scenes particularly stand out in their dazzling full-page layouts and never get too over-the-top for squeamish readers. Though Hyo is older than most middle grade graphic novel protagonists, his doubtful demeanor and understandable anxieties make him a relatable character for kids struggling to believe in themselves. A secure selection to give to those who want to see Marvel in manga form, or experience either for the first time. VERDICT A nice blend of the western Marvel-mania in a manga format that will charm both readers already in-the-know and appease those who are just getting their first tastes.— Joe Pascullo

9798217002610 SIBYLLINE DE LA CRUZ, MELISSA HS *Pending more reviews (book has not been released yet, awaiting further professional reviews), but author is well known, and almost all her books are in our district catalog. Book was highlighted in School Library Journal.

9781984816160 SKY ON FIRE JOHNSTON, E K HS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Enter: a girl, her research, and a mysterious stranger who keeps contacting her, who should be dead, is believed dead, but simply isn’t dead. Morgan Enni has more important things to do, including her first research journey approved by a university full of mage-scientists (which she is notably not). She lives on a space station, and this is her first trip into the void, besides the one she took when she was a baby. Morgan’s perfectly content with what she does, until she angers the wrong person, and her entire life on the station falls apart. It’s time for her to make a decision, and she chooses the rebellion if only because they listen, and that’s all she’s ever wanted in her life. Morgan’s growth as a character over such a short novel is impressive as she realizes the importance of connection, especially when you’re reliant on networks and companionship to survive. Set within the world of Aetherbound (2021), the story's hidden secret related to the previous work will entrance readers, especially those familiar with Johnston’s work."

School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—In a futuristic magical world of space stations ruled by feuding families and technology fueled by gene-mages, Morgan stands apart. Having studied at a prestigious university on the Katla Station since the age of 12, her controversial research portends disaster for their society, which relies on "gene-sense," people's innate connection to the all-powerful aether. Unfortunately, the ruling Katla family is far more concerned with maintaining stability within the crumbling empire and finding new food sources than preparing for an unproven future disaster. Set within the world of Johnston's Aetherbound, this title can stand alone, but it greatly benefits from the context of the prior novel, as many characters and events overlap. As a fully developed character, Morgan is the novel's greatest strength. She is single-minded in her research and socially isolated, not only by her rare lack of gene-sense (the magical connection to aether) but also due to her difficulty in forming human connections. While the first half of the novel takes time to establish Morgan's place in a complex society, that character-driven narrative fundamentally changes in the second half, which is filled with space battles, technological failures, and characters from Johnston's previous novel. This change in pace is jarring, particularly as the book attempts to establish a queerplatonic relationship between asexual Morgan and her research assistant—whose name she learns halfway through the book. VERDICT Recommended for libraries with fans of Aetherbound or Johnston's "Star Wars" novels, but its uneven pacing and lack of background context limits its wider appeal.—Molly Saunders Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9780593353127 SO, THIS IS CHRISTMAS ANDREEN, TRACY HS
School Library Journal, 10/31/2021
Gr 8 Up—Finley is home for winter break from her boarding school in New England in her aptly named hometown, Christmas, Oklahoma. Being back home brings up sore memories, as Finley's ex-boyfriend is now dating her friend, and Finley did not do as well as she should have during her first semester away. To top things off, a fellow classmate, Arthur Chakrabarti Watercress, arrives with his grandmother to see the local wonders all because Finley fibbed about some fantastical holiday attractions via the town's actual lackluster website. Arthur threatens to reveal the charade to their classmates when they return if he does not get the Christmas he promised his grandmother. This romance follows the enemies-to-lovers trope as Arthur, while insufferable at first, begins to grow on Finley despite his blackmailing attempts as more drama and high jinks ensue over the winter holiday break. Readers who enjoy twists and turns before the ultimate happy ending will enjoy this one, which includes tantalizing characters back and plenty of drama, all set against a cozy holiday backdrop. VERDICT This makes for a solid purchase where holiday-themed romances and dramatic realistic fiction for teens are popular.—Molly Dettmann, Norman North H.S., OK Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2021
A teen returns home for the holidays. After flaming out at her fancy Connecticut boarding school, Finley Brown returns to her hometown of Christmas, Oklahoma, and is shocked to see things aren’t the way she left them. Her hometown BFF is dating her ex–BF, her mom has skipped town for some me time, and her bitter rival is working at her grandmother’s inn. The biggest surprise is that her haughty/hotty classmate, Arthur, has followed her home with his Christmas-obsessed aunt in tow, lured under false pretenses to celebrate in a town that’s supposed to be dripping with holiday cheer. With a little elbow grease and a Christmas miracle, Finley might just be able to salvage things and give everyone the greatest gift of all: love. Finley juggles expectations against reality, trying to make the best of a bunch of crummy situations, and the round robin of plotlines is slowly fleshed out. The opening chapters are the novel’s weakest: Finley’s self-absorption renders the secondary characters as cartoonish and painted in broad strokes, particularly Arthur. Fortunately, he and the rest get rounded out by the ending, which boasts enough shading to set the novel apart from the Christmas movie allusions that come up at every other turn. The end result is a pleasant romance set against a solid character piece. Finley is presumed White, and British Arthur is biracial (Indian/White). A quaint romance that succeeds after an opening stumble. (Romance. 14-18)

978-0-374-39261-1 Sole Survivor Ollestad, Norman and Kiely, BrendanHS  School Library Journal, 09/01/25, Gr 5–8— This riveting middle grade memoir recounts the harrowing true story of 11-year-old Norman Ollestad, who survived a plane crash in the San Gabriel Mountains during a blizzard. The coauthors weave Ollestad's childhood trauma into a gripping survival narrative, rich with flashbacks that explore themes of resilience, complicated parental love, and self-discovery. The narrative includes heart-racing scenes of ski-racing slopes and surfing Topanga's swells, along with emotional scenes like that of a boy caught between an adventurous father and a domineering stepfather. The crash sequence is cinematic in detail and pulse-pounding in intensity, yet it's Ollestad's grappling with fear, forging independence, and ultimately surviving alone that will resonate most deeply with readers. Fans of Gary Paulsen's Hatchet or Lauren Tarshis's "I Survived" series will find both kinship and catharsis here, though this memoir is uniquely poignant due to its autobiographical roots. With clean, visceral prose and thematic complexity, this book stands out as a survival story and a meditation on identity. VERDICT Highly recommended, especially for older tweens drawn to true stories of grit, growth, and survival against the odds.— Tracey S. Hodges
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
In 1979, 11-year-old Norman was the only survivor of a plane crash in Southern California: This is his true story. This book for middle-grade readers, co-authored with Kiely, covers much of the same material as Ollestad’s 2009 memoir for adults, Crazy for the Storm. Flying in a four-seater Cessna with his father, his father’s girlfriend, Sandra, and the pilot, Norman was excited to reach Big Bear to receive his ski-racing trophy. (As a vivid example of his busy childhood, they’d driven the 300 miles there yesterday for Norman to compete—and then driven back to Topanga Canyon in the evening for his hockey game.) But the plane tragically crashed on a mountain in a blizzard. Nothing is sugarcoated; readers encounter graphic descriptions of the pilot and Norman’s dad, who died, and Sandra, who suffered a gaping head wound. Eventually accepting that he had to figure things out on his own, Norman drew upon the extreme training his father had put his “Boy Wonder” through—training that had bullied Norman into facing difficult physical and mental challenges that he feared and resented. During his trek to safety, Norman performed incredible mental and physical feats and encouraged the barely functioning Sandra—until she fell to her death. Norman’s conflicted feelings about the father he’d both idolized and resented are nuanced and satisfyingly resolved. Readers who enjoy nail-biting wilderness stories will be riveted. A tragic, gripping, and inspiring story. (Nonfiction. 10-14)

9798400902550 Solo Leveling : 11 Chugong HS No reviews - I have reviewed each page of books 1-10 in the series. It is an incredibly popular manhwa series (Korean comic) similar to Demon Slayer--heavy on the action, fighting monsters, etc. I will review books 11-14 in hand as well, per our CDP.
9798400902574 Solo Leveling : 12 Chugong HS No reviews - I have reviewed each page of books 1-10 in the series. It is an incredibly popular manhwa series (Korean comic) similar to Demon Slayer--heavy on the action, fighting monsters, etc. I will review books 11-14 in hand as well, per our CDP.
9798400902598 Solo Leveling : 13 Chugong HS No reviews - I have reviewed each page of books 1-10 in the series. It is an incredibly popular manhwa series (Korean comic) similar to Demon Slayer--heavy on the action, fighting monsters, etc. I will review books 11-14 in hand as well, per our CDP.
9798400904646 Solo Leveling : 14 Chugong HS No reviews - I have reviewed each page of books 1-10 in the series. It is an incredibly popular manhwa series (Korean comic) similar to Demon Slayer--heavy on the action, fighting monsters, etc. I will review books 11-14 in hand as well, per our CDP.

9781665963701 SOULMATCH DANZENBAKER, REBECCA HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—Sivon will be kirled—learning her soul's past lives and what they left for her—in a few days at the age of 18. Since the discovery of photographing and creating models of soul IDs, souls are matched throughout their lives and bodies. What a soul has done in a past life will impact the next, whether for good or ill, leaving an inheritance, viable career path, criminal sentence, or even a soulmate. Sivon knows from the aura her mother sees that she is different, and her anxiety is high when she arrives at the kirling institute. There she encounters circumstances that only fuel her worries, followed by an unprecedented kirling result. Thrown into a life she did not anticipate with a disgruntled bodyguard, she may be more connected to the souls around her than she could have imagined. In her debut novel, Danzenbaker's concept hints at ethical issues, but they are not explored deeply, with the focus instead on the idea of soulmates and connection, resulting in a plot-driven romance. VERDICT A quick standalone read for teen fans of the "enemies to lovers" trope with some mystery and thriller set against the backdrop of dystopian science fiction.—Christine Juedes Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 05/31/2025
Grades 7-12 - "Danzenbaker's debut novel tangles with questions of identity, destiny, and choice that are sure to resonate with teen readers. Sivon lives in a futuristic world where daily needs are automated, AI-enabled robots do most repetitive jobs, and everyone pays the price for their previous lives. Through a process called ""kirling,"" each young adult learns about their soul's previous incarnations—material inheritances, romantic entanglements, and prior crimes included. Sivon's fears about her own past lives don't prepare her for the truth: she's a ""new soul,"" one with no previous lives on record. Being a new soul catapults her to instant worldwide fame, but it comes with its own price. As the world watches, Sivon must discover—or decide—who she really is. This fresh, fast-paced take on the questions about identity, destiny, and choice that preoccupy so many teen minds is a solid sf pick for YA readers forging their own identities in a complex and demanding world. Hand to readers who couldn't get enough of Neal Shusterman's Arc of a Scythe series."

9781302920265 Spider-Verse: Spider-Zero Mackay, Jed HS No reviews. Spider-Man series by Marvel. Publisher age range 5-Adult.

978-1-665-90620-3 Spin Caprara, Rebecca HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/28/23, Arachne, the rash mortal who dared to value her weaving skills above those of the goddess Athena, explains herself in this verse rendering drawn from Ovid's cautionary tale in Metamorphoses.Young Arachne is bowlegged, ridiculed as ugly, and her family is poor and illiterate. "Don't let fools define you," her wise, loving mother tells her. "There are other ways / to make your voice heard." Arachne will express hers through weaving. Watching her mother place a woven offering on Athena's altar and sensing the goddess's indifference, she wonders if the Olympian weaver has ever done anything to earn their worship. Her mother's patient lessons and her own persistence ultimately make Arachne a weaver. After Arachne acquires a longed-for sibling, baby brother Photis, and a true friend, Celandine, life sweetens for a while. However, as the girls near marriageable age, cascading tragedies engulf Arachne's family, and Celandine is sexually assaulted. The girls flee to Celandine's cousin's city. Arachne's bitter contempt for capricious deities who rape, impregnate, then abandon the humans they fancy grows as she struggles to understand her own romantic feelings for Celandine. Meanwhile, her weaving brings her renown-and Athena's enmity. Gifted poet and storyteller Caprara keeps readers engaged, varying the pace, cadence, and emotional shading of Arachne's passionate refutation of the gods' ruthless exercise of power and privilege. Her own anger serves her purposes; if speaking truth to power exacts a high price, it's one she's willing to pay.Exciting, richly textured, thought-provoking fare. (Verse novel. 12-18)
 School Library Journal Starred Review, 12/28/23, Gr 8 Up— The tale of the Greek goddess Arachne from her perspective. As a young girl in the market, Arachne hears the whispers of the villagers when they say she has no future, that she is strange and unattractive. It is this day that leads Arachne to the loom with her mother to eventually become an expert weaver, just like the goddess Athena. Years later, though the experience in the market still haunts her, Arachne's life is full: her mother is her friend and mentor; she enjoys the company of a neighborhood girl, Celandine; she loves her younger brother; and her father is noticing her growing talent with the loom. Tragic events lead Arachne and Celandine to the city of Colophon, and it isn't long before people speaking of Arachne's extraordinary tapestries. But a life-changing mistake is made when she challenges Athena and claims to be an even better weaver than the goddess. Caprara's novel-in-verse gives Arachne's tale the texture it needs to keep readers engaged. Her frustration and anger towards the gods' unwillingness to show her mercy in multiple aspects of her life is palpable. Greek myths are seamlessly woven into the text as stories from Arachne's mother, which greatly impact Arachne's feelings. The pacing is perfect, starting off slowly and building to the exciting climax of Arachne's competition with Athena. Arachne also struggles with romantic feelings for Celandine, which aren't expressed until the eleventh hour. Instances of sexual assault are briefly described. VERDICT Captivating. Readers who enjoy mythology will devour this novel.— Lisa Buffi

9798886637915 Star Wars: The Official Crochet Pattern Book Parker, Leah HS No reviews-nonfiction. 

9780593723241 STRANGER THINGS : FLIGHT OF ICARUS SCHNEIDERHAN, CAITLIN HS No professional reviews. Published by trusted publisher (Random House), based on teen show Stranger Things. Publisher grade range 9-12

9781546129271 TAKE A CHANCE ON ME EULBERG, ELIZABETH HS
Booklist, 02/28/2025
Grades 8-10 - Grades 8-10 - "After a publicly humiliating breakup spawned by a viral video, Evie decides to spend the summer with her dad in England. She’s had a tense relationship with her father since her parents divorced, but Evie needs to get away from the pain. In England, Evie convinces herself she won’t open her heart to anyone again, which becomes significantly harder to do when she meets Aiden, a cute busker boy who is suffering from his own heartbreak. Evie and her father’s strained relationship is rooted in her dad’s controlled eating and the impact it has on Evie, but throughout the novel, Evie begins to open herself up to rebuilding her relationship with her dad and even befriends his new girlfriend, who helps Evie find balance and boundaries. While this is a romance at its heart, Eulberg writes about eating disorders with sensitivity and hope and thoughtfully portrays the power of opening oneself up to others. The sweet romance adds a little levity to the deeper story lines; great for younger teens."

School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 9 Up—After a horrible break-up and friendship betrayal, Evie flees the country. She travels to London for the summer to stay with her semi-estranged father. Evie's father became obsessive about food and control; it got worse after the divorce. He makes comments to Evie about food, and she's uncomfortable eating around him. While she's not crazy about being around her father for the summer, at least she won't have to see her former friends having their best summer ever. In the first few days wandering around London, Evie meets a busker, Aiden, who seems as heartbroken as she is. She strikes up a conversation with him and blurts out her story, sharing that she's not looking to date anyone right now. After hearing his sad songs, she assumes that he's gone through a break-up as well. They start hanging out, and she's introduced to his group of friends. After a lot of soul-searching and conversations with her father's ex-girlfriend, Evie starts to wonder if she can trust opening her heart again. While this book tackles several heavy topics—grief, body image, controlling behaviors, trust issues, learning to ask for help, father-daughter relationships—there are a few lighthearted moments included. This romance will make readers want to travel to England, listen to British rock songs, and eat lots of chips. Main characters are white. VERDICT Hand this one to all romance readers. Highly recommended.—Jennifer Rummel Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-1-534-47883-1 Talk Santa to Me Urban, Linda HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Christmas is coming, but all is not merry and bright for Frankincense Wood.Francie's best friend, Alice Kim, is going to a different school, and it's getting harder to connect. The 15-year-old is also dealing with cruel ongoing teasing from some boys following her first kiss two years earlier. Francie works at the Hollydale Holiday Shop, the family store filled with memories of her beloved late grandfather. Her overbearing Aunt Carole is implementing efficient, regimented processes in hopes of turning around the store's financial situation. When Francie offhandedly refers to herself as Santa's Intern while promoting the shop on a local cable-access show, they are inundated with letters requesting things from Santa. Meanwhile, Francie is hoping for a second chance at kissing, this time with cute transfer student Hector Ramirez. When a heartfelt letter inspires Francie to raise money to buy books for kids using local food pantries, she, Hector, and their classmate Ellie Baptiste work on a short film for a school project that also serves as a book drive fundraiser. A bonus: lots of time together with her new crush. The romantic plotline is strong but does not overshadow the treatment of friendship, grief, money worries, and more. Readers will relate to Francie's feelings of mortification about the boys' shaming of her. Francie and her family are coded White; Alice has Korean ancestry, Hector reads as Latinx, and Ellie is cued as Black.Will delight readers looking for a romance with humor and heart. (Romance. 12-16)
 School Library Journal, 09/01/22, Gr 8 Up— Francie's family is all about Christmas, and their year-round holiday store is well-known in the town of Hollydale and beyond. Francie is still mourning the death of her grandpa, who played the quintessential Santa, but she is trying to hold it together in her job at the store so that she can purchase her uncle's Miata to gain some freedom. Meanwhile, her aunt has moved back to town and wants to alter the store's longtime business plan. In a play to outwit her scheming aunt, Francie portrays Santa's intern on a local cable show that ends up going viral. As a result, Francie must spend hours writing back to all the children who write to Santa. Francie is the target of bullying by her school's hockey team for a kissing debacle when she was 13, and wonders if her new crush, the boy who works at the Christmas tree lot across the street from Francie's family store, will turn into something more. Even with the inclusion of family and bullying issues, this is a light, fun read. All characters are white, except for Francie's love interest, who is Latinx. VERDICT The perfect choice for rom-com fans who love the enchantment of the Christmas season.— Elizabeth Kahn

9780062565419
        
TILL WE HAVE FACES : A MYTH RETOLD LEWIS, C S HS Numerous old reviews and awards (classic literature), but no current professional reviews accessible.

9780140437713 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes Doyle, Arthur Conan HS No reviews - classic literature

9780735231917 The Afterward Johnson, E.K. HS
School Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2019
Gr 8 Up—A year has passed since Sir Erris and her band of lady knights (and one male mage) found and used the Godsgem to get rid of Old God and free the king of Cadrium from his enchantment. While they all basked in glory and fame, the two youngest members of the group, Olsa and Kalanthe, find their lives very difficult. Olsa, a thief who is now too-easily recognized, keeps being arrested and only kept from prison through the intervention of her knightly friends. Apprentice Knight Kalanthe must find a husband to marry and to pay her debt from her training. Despite their close and romantic relationship, Olsa finds that Kalanthe has grown impatient with having to rescue her from prison and after her latest caper, she remains imprisoned. When Mage Ladros discovers that the Godsgem's hiding place is not as secure as first thought, he frees Olsa from prison and gathers the rest of the lady knights to unite one more time to save the kingdom. Both the world-building and the LGBTQ romance are well done and appealing. Kalanthe and Olsa have strong characterization. The other knights, while not as well drawn, add depth to the action. Plot action, divided into "Before" and "After," could initially make readers wonder if the book is a sequel, but the structure becomes clear after a few chapters. VERDICT A delightful tale that should appeal to fans of the author's work and Malinda Lo's fantasies.—Janet Hilbun, University of North Texas, Denton Copyright 2019 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 12/31/2018
Lady knights return to town as heroes—and struggle with life after fame. Sir Erris Quicksword returns victorious to the city of Cadria with her six faithful companions, having managed to find the magical godsgem and destroy the evil Old God. Welcomed home with great rewards and acclaim, Sir Erris marries the king, and peace returns to the kingdom. Bisexual Olsa Rhetsdaughter, the one lowborn member, feels utterly abandoned and falls back into a life of struggle and thievery. Meanwhile, apprentice knight Kalanthe Ironheart, who is lesbian, returns from her first mission only to prepare apprehensively for marriage—likely to a wealthy man hoping for heirs and willing to pay off her family’s debt. Johnston (That Inevitable Victorian Thing, 2017, etc.) weaves a compelling fantasy world in which meticulously crafted female characters slip easily between chain mail and dresses, enjoying many freedoms and yet facing economic and biological pressures to marry men. The narrative flits between the great quest and “the afterward,” revealing the romantic love between dutiful Kalanthe and defiant Olsa. The characters are diverse—including trans and asexual representation—and many are portrayed as beautifully dark-skinned with natural hair. Impatient readers will note that there’s an awful lot of armor and weaponry with very little questing. It’s with some relief that there’s trouble in the realm once again. Fascinating female characters in a richly built fantasy world that delivers slowly on adventure. (Fantasy. 13-16)
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9781684153671 The Avant-Guards: 1 Usdin, Carly HS
Kirkus Review, 10/14/2019
What happens when a basketball team is determined to recruit a bona fide loner? Charlie Bravo (she’s heard all the jokes) is a recent transfer to the Georgia O’Keeffe College of Arts and Subtle Dramatics. She’s determined to keep to herself and focus on her film studies—until Liv sets her sights on getting Charlie to join her newly minted basketball team. Liv is a determined walking motivational poster who loves leading teams. She recruits the rest of her ragtag basketball crew to convince Charlie—each in their own unique fashion—just before the first game. Ashley, Nicole, Jay, and Tiffany eventually wear her down with their numerous attempts, not only welcoming her to their team, but also into their circle of friendship. Plagued by memories of her last university, Charlie finds that her new team might just be what she needs to love basketball again—and to find love. The author has crafted a cast of endearing individuals who together form an unlikely friendship group that is an unstoppable combination on and off the court. Humor coupled with the fast pace makes for an energetic story. The bright colors, pop-out panels, expressive facial expressions, and dynamic lines express joyful excitement. The highly diverse cast is multiracial with varying gender expression and sexual orientation. Readers who love humorous friendship stories and adorably awkward lesbian flirting will enjoy every moment. (Graphic novel. 15-adult)

Booklist, 06/30/2019
Grades 9-12 - Transfer student Charlie is content to not get too involved at her new college, but determined, aspiring actor Liv will stop at nothing to get her to join her start-up basketball team, the Avant-Guards, even if it means she has to recruit the rest of the team members to subtly—or not so subtly—persuade her. Despite her reservations, Charlie finally agrees, and the team is surprised to learn at their first game that, hey, they’re not that bad! Amid all the basketball action, Usdin drops in plenty of backstory for the other team members and cultivates warm personalities through their comical interactions. Hayes and Nalty’s dynamic artwork in bright colors matches the cheerful tone and does a fantastic job of depicting the teammates, who are refreshingly diverse in skin tone and body shape. The figure designs nicely play up the personalities of the characters as well, and the basketball scenes are drawn with clear-cut action. This lighthearted ensemble story with a glimmer of romance is ideal for fans of John Allison’s Giant Days comics or Ngozi Ukazu’s Check, Please! (2018).

9781684155613 The Avant-Guards: 3 Usdin, Carly HS Continuation of a series--reviews are for the first title in the series.
Kirkus Review, 10/14/2019
What happens when a basketball team is determined to recruit a bona fide loner? Charlie Bravo (she’s heard all the jokes) is a recent transfer to the Georgia O’Keeffe College of Arts and Subtle Dramatics. She’s determined to keep to herself and focus on her film studies—until Liv sets her sights on getting Charlie to join her newly minted basketball team. Liv is a determined walking motivational poster who loves leading teams. She recruits the rest of her ragtag basketball crew to convince Charlie—each in their own unique fashion—just before the first game. Ashley, Nicole, Jay, and Tiffany eventually wear her down with their numerous attempts, not only welcoming her to their team, but also into their circle of friendship. Plagued by memories of her last university, Charlie finds that her new team might just be what she needs to love basketball again—and to find love. The author has crafted a cast of endearing individuals who together form an unlikely friendship group that is an unstoppable combination on and off the court. Humor coupled with the fast pace makes for an energetic story. The bright colors, pop-out panels, expressive facial expressions, and dynamic lines express joyful excitement. The highly diverse cast is multiracial with varying gender expression and sexual orientation. Readers who love humorous friendship stories and adorably awkward lesbian flirting will enjoy every moment. (Graphic novel. 15-adult)

Booklist, 06/30/2019
Grades 9-12 - Transfer student Charlie is content to not get too involved at her new college, but determined, aspiring actor Liv will stop at nothing to get her to join her start-up basketball team, the Avant-Guards, even if it means she has to recruit the rest of the team members to subtly—or not so subtly—persuade her. Despite her reservations, Charlie finally agrees, and the team is surprised to learn at their first game that, hey, they’re not that bad! Amid all the basketball action, Usdin drops in plenty of backstory for the other team members and cultivates warm personalities through their comical interactions. Hayes and Nalty’s dynamic artwork in bright colors matches the cheerful tone and does a fantastic job of depicting the teammates, who are refreshingly diverse in skin tone and body shape. The figure designs nicely play up the personalities of the characters as well, and the basketball scenes are drawn with clear-cut action. This lighthearted ensemble story with a glimmer of romance is ideal for fans of John Allison’s Giant Days comics or Ngozi Ukazu’s Check, Please! (2018).

979-83-687-0563-7 The Ballad of Neverafter Garber, Stephanie HS School Library Journal (August 1, 2022): Gr 9 Up-This sequel to Once Upon a Broken Heart jumps right back into the action with Evangeline willing to go to desperate lengths to save Apollo. The only person she believes can help her is Jacks. She agrees to open the Valory Arch for him, but it's not long before a new curse slows them down and puts Evangeline's life in danger. Again, she's faced with the decision-can she trust a Fate? And can they both get what they want? Nonstop adventure and multiple twists will keep fans turning pages, and the will-they-won't-they nature of Jacks and Evangeline's relationship will leave readers breathless. Unfortunately, Evangeline hasn't grown much as a character, and her decisions are often frustrating. However, those who have yearned to return to this world won't be disappointed. Another cliffhanger ending all but ensures more to come. Most characters cue white; a few have "olive" or darker skin. VERDICT Recommended for fans of romance and fantasy, and where the first book was popular.-Mandy Laferriere © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 15, 2022 (Online): Grades 9-12. “If you are tempted to trust him again, remember all that he’s done.” So begins a letter from lead character Evangeline—one she wrote herself. Previously used as a tool and plaything for Jacks, the Prince of Hearts, one of the capricious Fates introduced in Once upon a Broken Heart (2021), she knows she has a weakness for him and his magical ways. Between her cursed husband, Apollo, and her first love, Luc—now a bloodthirsty vampire—Eva can hardly keep track of the odds stacked against her. She's been determined never to trust Jacks again, but it's starting to seem like she has no other choice—and Jacks certainly doesn't seem willing to give her one.Garber has created a lush fairy-tale world and each book in this series expands the lands and the Fates who torment them. While Evangeline remains the main character, it’s a delight to continue to see how she relates to everyone around her, from Fates like Jacks and LaLa, to her husband Apollo, and her (actually wicked) stepsister Marisol.

9781464236136 The Crimson Throne Raasch, Sara HS
Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "Raasch and Revis team up again for this intoxicating blend of real-world history, high-stakes fantasy, and romance, inviting readers to dive into the dangerous courts of sixteenth-century Scotland and the blood-soaked backstreets of London. Two teens—Alyth, a half-fae guardian to Queen Mary of Scots; Samson, a cursed street rat with too much rage and not enough time—are caught in a deadly web of political ambition and magical warfare. Though they have different agendas, they must work together to unravel a plot involving insidious magic, royal betrayal, and a growing arsenal of fae weapons capable of tipping the balance between realms. Raasch and Revis waste no time, jumping into the plot with a brutal opening scene that sets the story in motion. Narration alternates between Alyth’s sharply witty perspective as she struggles to balance competing responsibilities and Samson’s raw, fierce, and heartbreaking chapters. Filled with courtly intrigue, tension, and moments of beauty, this will appeal to fans of enemies-to-allies arcs, achingly slow-burn stakes, and historical fantasy that doesn’t shy from heavy emotion and bloody gore."

Kirkus Review, 07/31/2025
A fae guardian and an English spy must team up to protect Scotland from magical invaders. In the world of this duology opener, Scotland and the fae realm are magically linked; peace in the former ensures peace in the latter. So it’s up to Alyth Graham, daughter of the fae prince and lady-in-waiting to Queen Mary, to protect the barrier that keeps the bloodthirsty Red Caps, fae who rebelled against the Seelie Court, out of Scotland. But when Red Cap weapons turn up in the Scottish court—and in the hands of Lord Darnley, Mary’s scheming husband—Alyth knows something is very wrong. Samson Calthorpe, illegitimate son of William Cecil, Queen Elizabeth’s secretary (who in this universe assumes Sir Francis Walsingham’s role as spymaster), was cursed in childhood by fae magic that causes him to black out and commit violent acts. Samson is among the few humans who knows the fae are real. When Cecil offers him a chance to be rid of the curse in return for spying on Mary, Samson agrees. A chance meeting throws Samson and Alyth together. Their attraction is immediate, but Alyth senses he’s hiding something. As danger mounts, the two work together and begin to care for each other. Samson’s and Alyth’s alternating first-person narratives keep the pace moving. The court intrigue, set against lush descriptions of Scotland, is well-balanced with the fantasy elements. Most characters are cued white. An atmospheric fantasy brimming with intrigue and heart. (content warnings, historical note) (Historical fantasy. 14-18)

9781477332580
The Devil Is In It: A History of the American Acoustic 
Guitar Stubbings, John HS No reviews-standard nonfiction

9781637633915
The Extra Mile: An Extraordinary Cycling Journey to 
Find Faith Craft, Evan HS No reviews-nonfiction. Intended audience is Adult, but there is nothing in informal reviews to indicate the content would not be equally appropriate and impactful to teens. Student request of more religion books.

9781335006967 The Great Misfortune of Stella Sedgwick HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2025
Grades 7-12 - "*Starred Review* Stella Sedgwick is content to live in the country with her aunt and cousin. She has no designs on entering the marriage market and would much prefer a life of independence. Being Black in Regency England is difficult enough without trying to find a rich suitor. Stella’s plans are interrupted when her late mother’s former employer leaves her his grand estate and £2,000 a year. What happens next is a season of balls, romance, and a society advice column reminiscent of Lady Whistledown’s. Stella tells her story with humor and wit, whisking readers through the social season alongside her. Stella experiences many of the prejudices against Black people during the Regency era. While race does play a part in the story, it is Stella’s personality, humor, and strong-mindedness that drive the story and will endear it to readers. Secondary characters range from mixed race to Black, white, and Asian descent. Multiple swoonworthy suitors will leave readers wondering if Stella will give up her plans for spinsterhood. Isabelle has created a Regency romance that will satisfy romance fans who are not quite ready for Bridgerton but hunger for the balls and gossip of high society. A first purchase for all young adult collections."

School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 7–10—In this historical romance, Isabelle combines the playfulness of Bridgerton with the social jockeying of a Jane Austen novel. Stella Sedgwick, 18, lives on the outskirts of London in the 1860s. As a Black teenager, she has low expectations for making a good match in high society, but her fortunes may be on the rise as she has come into a sizable inheritance. Now, she and her cousin Olivia Witherson must navigate the tumultuous debutante scene, balancing their desires against the demands of family. This book nicely introduces concerns like race and class into an otherwise familiar romance template. Isabelle gives this story a playful edge with such details such as the Bridgerton-inspired Fiona Flippant gossip column, which Stella secretly manages following her mother's death. Parts of Stella's story are recognizable from other British romances, but she has her own style of banter that readers will no doubt enjoy. VERDICT A comfort read for anyone who is drawn to romances set in the Regency and Victorian eras.—Talea Anderson Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781250320957 The House Saphir Meyer, Marissa HS
Kirkus Reviews Starred, 08/31/2025
A girl who can see ghosts takes on a deadly challenge. Everyone knows the tale: Wealthy Count Bastien Saphir, aka Monsieur Le Bleu, married and murdered three unsuspecting women before the fourth got away. They say Le Bleu was still laughing as his last wife's brothers cut off his head. A century later, Mallory Fontaine gives tours of House Saphir and knows more than anyone about the family and their history. Count Armand Saphir, heir to the estate, seeks out Mallory and her elder sister, Ana, to assist at the family's country estate, where Le Bleu's ghost has returned to threaten the inhabitants. Armand hopes that the Fontaine family's reputation as gifted witches means they can aid in this exorcism. Unfortunately, the sisters aren't entirely truthful about their magical talents; their mother was renowned for her elixirs and talismans, but Mallory and Ana don't possess her powers and make a living selling fake charms and spells. Still, Mallory agrees, betting on her legitimate ability to talk to ghosts and her affinity with the macabre. But as the gory sacrifices add up, it seems there may be more than a ghost that's haunting the estate. Meyer takes the classic French folktale Bluebeard and expertly sprinkles in ghosts and otherworldly creatures to create an eerie tale with a side of steamy romance. The characters are full-bodied, possessing either winsome or terrifying auras, while the setting beautifully conveys a bewitching ambiance. Mallory and Armand present white. Bloody brilliant! (guide to monsters) (Supernatural mystery. 14-18)

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "The Fontaine Sisters are witches, but only minor talents—the best they can do is speak to ghosts. Younger sister Mallory has parlayed this into a side hustle, selling false spells and taking townspeople and tourists on tours of the original home of Bastien Saphir, who killed three of his wives. When Bastien’s heir, Armand, seeks out Mallory to exorcise the ghost of Monsieur Le Bleu from his country estate, she can’t resist, and she certainly can’t turn down the large sum of money Armand is offering. Though she intends to defraud Armand and run away with his money, she changes her mind when she visits the haunted chateau and meets the vicious ghost. The stakes of her con change further when there’s a murder and signs point to the handsome Armand as the killer. Can Mallory truly rid the home of the violent ghosts and monsters, and more importantly, can she trust Armand? This spirited retelling of the Bluebeard myth is full of slight scares and an undercurrent of humor (Saphir’s first wife, Triphine, is hilarious as a ghost).HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Meyer has been a commercial success in every genre she’s tried (especially fairy tale retellings), and this is no exception."

9781250908087 The Leaving Room McBride, Amber HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025
Grades 7-12 - "*Starred Review* Gospel is a Keeper, living in a place called a Leaving Room and shepherding transitioning souls across the space between life and death. On bookshelves made from a living tree, she keeps jars filled with marblesized memories—the very best memory of each person she meets. When she is alone, she plays mancala with a tree stump named Methuselah, who bears brutal scars from an unknown trauma. There is a lot about her role that she doesn’t understand and many rules she must follow carefully. The longer she spends as a Keeper, the more aware Gospel becomes of the passing of time, and some of the souls she meets seem to begin holding more significance. When the boundaries between Gospel’s Leaving Room and another begin to thin, she meets another Keeper named Melodee. As they begin to share their gifts with each other—Gospel’s delicious desserts (several recipes included) and Melodee’s moving violin music—the mysterious circumstances surrounding them also begin to unravel. Sparse yet evocative verse brings to life a deep and profound exploration of the liminal space between life and death, between here and wherever there is. Love and loss are given equal space in the narrative, and creative, thoughtful play with the structure of words on the page is engaging. Gorgeous and haunting, through and through."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 07/14/2025
A 17-year-old guardian of the memories of recently deceased young people questions her purpose in the latest from National Book Award finalist McBride. The Keepers stay in their Leaving Rooms, ushering Leavers through this liminal space between life and death. Gospel, a Keeper who struggles with following rules, prides herself on providing Leavers with meals made of loving memories and cares for the souls during their precious four minutes with her. Tending to children who have just died, Gospel takes each one’s “best memory,” often involving a meal, and places it in one of the mason jars that line her bookshelves, which are “made from living trees.” Some of the Leavers haunt Gospel, their presences creating lasting memories for her—5-year-old Maple and 8-year-old Suvi, in particular (readers later learn the reason behind their significance). As Gospel struggles with the weight of her role, Melodee, who’s also a Keeper, enters her Leaving Room, breaking another rule. Their connection is instantaneous; “I didn’t know Keepers / could feel love,” Gospel observes—and she wonders whether her existence might hold more meaning. McBride is a master of verse, weaving lines with emotion and character development, articulating pain and hope with an economy of words, and documenting Black lives with tenderness. Reverberating with a haunting trauma, this powerful narrative is packed with Black joy, queer love, and feminist defiance. Compelling and evocative: a must-read. (author’s note, playlist) (Verse fiction. 14-18)

9781421589596
The Legend of Zelda: Legendary Edition: 1: Ocarina 
of Time Himekawa, Akira HS No reviews; graphic novel following the video game Legend of Zelda. Publisher is Viz Media, trusted publisher of many middle/high school graphic novels. Publisher age rating is 5-12.

9781684972791 The Library Mule of Cordoba Lupano, Wilfred HS
School Library Journal, 10/31/2024
Gr 7 Up— A fast-paced adventure that follows a group of eccentric characters who set out to save the world's knowledge from a corrupt leader. This wonderfully illustrated historical fiction graphic novel is set in Córdoba, Spain, 976. The rulers of this time set out to establish Córdoba as one of the top intellectual and cultural hubs in the world by supporting educational pursuits and collecting scholarly texts and manuscripts. After their passing, the new ruler with different pursuits sets out to destroy the vast collection of knowledge. In order to preserve the world's knowledge, a librarian, a slave turned copywriter, and a former apprentice/current thief hoist volumes upon volumes of priceless books onto the back of a stubborn mule who will only move if offered some food in the form of the mathematic texts they are trying to save. Although this tale is set far in the past, the themes, including censorship, book banning, book burning, and intellectual freedom, are unfortunately still relevant in today's world. The lighthearted humor woven through the story helps readers unpack these difficult issues, while offering hope to those who aim to protect and cultivate education. VERDICT A good purchase to add to libraries that aim to support book discussion groups and classroom learning that coincides with true events, past and present.—Cat Miserendino Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

Booklist, 10/14/2024
Grades 8-12 - "This comical yet poignant reimagining of a dark episode in Iberian history finds a trio of commoners—a thief and two slaves—partnering up with a stubborn mule to save the world’s greatest collection of books. The year is 976, and the Caliph of Córdoba has died, leaving the kingdom and its library to his 11-year son, Hisham II. Vizier Amir usurps the caliphate and orders a book burning to appease radical clerics and legitimize his rule. Two slaves—Tarid the educated eunuch and librarian, and Lubna the copyist—sneak and toss books out the window, overloading them atop a passing mule that Marwan, a thief and former apprentice to Tarid, has stolen. They go on the run, pursued by mercenary Berber soldiers while battling warlords, hunger, and the mule’s insatiable appetite for one math book. Madcap action alternates with meditative reflection on class struggle and the adversities slaves must overcome to rise to levels of influence. Gorgeously illustrated in colors that bring alive the majesty and danger of Andalusia’s golden age, The Library Mule of Córdoba makes a powerful statement on the importance of protecting knowledge in times of political upheaval, a point emphasized in a haunting coda that traces the continuing history of book burning throughout the world."

9781728219769
The Marching Band Nerds Handbook: Rules from the 
13th Chair Trombone Player Corchin, D.J. HS

Kirkus Review, 08/31/2020
Marching band humor is on parade in this short illustrated book. Band students share their own special type of inside jokes, as shown in Corchin’s collection of poetry, Band Nerds (2020), being published simultaneously. This handbook of “rules” contains one-liners that capture elements of the marching band experience and includes both practical advice and funny, pithy sayings (“It’s a salute, not interpretive dance”; “Trombone slides are not lightsabers”). The book opens with a paragraph titled “Fun,” which explains how important fun is: “If more people were having fun, there would be no reason for hate or discrimination or any other evil….Grab a cupcake and chill out. The world’s lost a bit of its will to have fun.” Despite that simplistic intro—evoking the rebuke that people who object to bias don’t have a sense of humor—this book will prompt some good laughs and reflection on the camaraderie of band. Simple black-and-white line illustrations emphasize the silly humor. A closing poem offers inspiration about working together and overcoming self-doubt. The illustrations show ethnically diverse characters, but there is some humor at the expense of fat people, and one cartoon shows band members vomiting after eating sushi. An amusing, if flawed, tribute to marching band. (Humor. 12-18)

9781400343003 THE NOBLE SERVANT DICKERSON, MELANIE HS
School Library Journal, 05/31/2017
Gr 9 Up—When 19-year-old Magdalen, daughter of the deceased Barron of Mallin, receives a written wedding proposal from 21-year-old Steffan, Duke of Wolfberg, she and her stern and callous mother believe things are looking up for the family and for the people of Mallin. Mother immediately sends Magdalen on her way, but the situation quickly changes when Agnes, her maidservant, and Erlich, Agnes's father, threaten her life if she does not swap places with Agnes. Magdalen quickly discovers that trickery is afoot at Wolfberg Castle: the "duke" to whom imposter Agnes is now engaged is not Steffan but Alexander, his cousin, acting under the control of his father, Lord Hazen. When the real Steffan arrives, he is forced to play the role of a poor shepherd until he can prove his true identity. Magdalen and Steffan must find a way to regain their true identities as they wrestle with their mixed emotions for each other and their concern over the fate of their people. Dickerson develops the male and female protagonists by stripping them of the royalty to which they are accustomed and placing them in the vilest of human states at the time in which this story was set: 1365, during the Holy Roman Empire. Though the plot of this story, inspired by the Brothers Grimm's "The Goose Girl," is very quickly revealed, readers will revel in both Magdalen and Steffan's journey and Agnes and Alexander's. VERDICT Christian fiction fans who enjoy fairy tales and romance will not be disappointed.—Susan Harris, Ridgeway High School, TN Copyright 2017 Reed Business Information.

978-0-14-311882-4 The Poisoner's Handbook Blum, Deborah HS Nonfiction; true crime Library Journal (December 1, 2009): Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Blum (science journalism, Univ. of Wisconsin) has cleverly packaged her account of the birth of forensic medicine by addressing the use and detection of various poisons in the early 20th century. The setting is the Prohibition era, when the death toll rose with the widespread distribution of bootleg liquor containing lethal methyl alcohol and the addition of poisons deliberately added by federal government regulation to make alcohols undrinkable. Blum focuses on New York City's first chief medical examiner, Charles Norris, and his colleague, longtime chief toxicologist Alexander Gettler. Norris was relentless in his advocacy for the new profession, often railing against government policies (or the lack thereof) that allowed unregulated poisons to be blithely used in industrial products, cosmetics, and medicinals despite injuries and deaths. Gettler was the consummate workaholic professional, meticulously testing and developing new techniques for extracting the remnants of poisons in corpses. Blum interlaces true-crime stories with the history of forensic medicine and the chemistry of various poisons. VERDICT This readable and enjoyable book should appeal to history buffs interested in medicine, New York City, or the early 20th century generally. And of course scientists and true-crime aficionados will also enjoy it. Highly recommended. [See Prepub Alert, LJ 10/15/09.]-Karen Sandlin Silverman, CFAR, Philadelphia Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information.Publishers Weekly (December 14, 2009): Pulitzer Prize-winning science journalist Blum (Ghost Hunters) makes chemistry come alive in her enthralling account of two forensic pioneers in early 20th-century New York. Blum follows the often unglamorous but monumentally important careers of Dr. Charles Norris, Manhattan's first trained chief medical examiner, and Alexander Gettler, its first toxicologist. Moving chronologically from Norris's appointment in 1918 through his death in 1936, Blum cleverly divides her narrative by poison, providing not only a puzzling case for each noxious substance but the ingenious methods devised by the medical examiner's office to detect them. Before the advent of forensic toxicology, which made it possible for the first time to identify poisons in corpses, Gettler learned the telltale signs of everything from cyanide (it leaves a corrosive trail in the digestive system) to the bright pink flush that signals carbon monoxide poisoning. In a particularly illuminating section, Blum examines the dangers of bootleg liquor (commonly known as wood, or methyl, alcohol) produced during Prohibition. With the pacing and rich characterization of a first-rate suspense novelist, Blum makes science accessible and fascinating. (Feb. 22) Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information.
978-0-85719-768-9 The Psychology of Money Housel, Morgan HS No reviews-standard nonfiction

978-1-250-34177-8 The Resurrectionist Allen, Kathleen HS
Kirkus Reviews
In the 1880s, a teenage girl seeks out the secrets of the deadWhen 17-year-old Dilly Rothbart's father dies, she and her twin sister, Deirdre, are left to survive on their own, their mother having died in childbirth. Despite her physician father's disapproval, Dilly has always dreamed of becoming a surgeon, and she still hopes to attend medical school. Deirdre, who's more traditional in outlook, simply wants to find love and marry. Shortly after Father's funeral, Dilly meets Benjamin Sinclair, a mysterious gravedigger, who also happens to be a medical student. Their encounter draws Dilly into a hidden world that exists behind the doors of the medical college and beneath the cemetery grounds. She soon learns that her father was a resurrectionist, searching for the secret to eternal life and engaging in alchemical experiments. As Dilly begins to follow the same path, her ambitions border on obsession-and following a tragic accident, she's forced to confront the grim reality of her choices and the monstrous aftermath of her decisions. The story starts off at a slower pace, building into a gripping narrative filled with secrets, science, and death. Dilly's determination to claim a place in a male-dominated field adds a compelling feminist layer, though some of those themes would have benefitted from deeper development. Still, this dark and atmospheric novel is sure to leave readers unsettled and eager to keep turning the pages. Main characters are cued white.A twisty, haunting debut.(Horror. 14-18)

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "During the late Victorian period, 17-year-old twins Dilly and Deirdre Rothbart are left to worry about their futures following the unexpected death of their father. They soon meet the mysteriously handsome Ben Sinclair, who discovers Dilly’s aspirations of becoming a surgeon (like her father) and introduces her to the world of grave robbing and operating on corpses. After a sibling argument and an unexpected incident brings about the demise of her twin, Dilly becomes feverish with the notion of reviving her beloved sister using her father’s secret notes on resurrection. Time will tell if Dilly’s decision to cheat death will lead to medical triumph or gruesome disaster. Allen’s sf horror is a complementary read to (and inspired by) Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and the moral dilemmas that arise when one attempts to play God. Some readers will feel squeamish in sections that involve medical procedures. However, the drama and plot twists in this page-turner will be too compelling for teens not to finish."

9781534497047

THE SIX : YOUNG READERS EDITION : THE 
UNTOLD STORY OF AMERICA'S FIRST WOMEN 
ASTRONAUTS GRUSH, LOREN HS

Booklist, 01/31/2025
Grades 5-8 - "This is a thoroughly engaging young readers’ version of 2023’s well-received The Six, the story of the women who were members of NASA’s 1978 astronaut corps (the first class that allowed women to apply). This is a collective biography, with each candidate being introduced (family, education, burgeoning interest in space) in a separate chapter, followed by their shared experiences woven together in subsequent sections. There are memorable anecdotes and myriad examples of ingrained cultural and institutional misogyny, ranging from being assigned mundane tasks and being banned from any high-risk endeavors to dealing with derogatory media coverage. The text emphasizes how these women were professionals who made important contributions, highlighting their skills, determination, and dedication. Some names will be more familiar (Sally Ride, the first American woman in space; Judith Resnik, who died in the Challenger explosion, an event covered in detail); every woman eventually did make it into space. Useful for reports (back matter includes a time line, brief individual profiles, and sources identified in essay format), this will capture the attention of STEM-minded aspiring astronauts."

School Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2025
Gr 6 Up—This compelling narrative explores the journeys of six remarkable women astronauts: Sally Ride, Judy Resnik, Rhea Seddon, Kathy Sullivan, Shannon Lucid, and Anna Fisher. Set against the backdrop of the 1960s and 1970s, the book delves deeply into the challenges these pioneers faced, both as women in STEM and as individuals navigating societal barriers of the time. What sets this work apart is its ability to weave personal struggles with broader social themes. The formative stories of these astronauts highlight not only their frustrations in male-dominated fields but the universal obstacles faced by women striving for equality. The added layer of science and space exploration makes their experiences even more poignant, illustrating the pressure to compete rather than collaborate in an environment with so few peers who shared their unique challenges. The narrative masterfully ties these stories to cultural touchstones like Star Trek actress Nichelle Nichols, offering readers relatable entry points into complex topics. This connection bridges the gap between history and modern readers, underscoring the resilience of these trailblazing women. A time line and author's note are included in back matter. VERDICT Richly detailed and deeply human, this title serves as both an inspiring tribute to its subjects and a thought-provoking examination of the ongoing journey toward gender equity in STEM.—Jessica Calaway Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

978-0-8027-1742-9
The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher: A Shocking Murder 
and the Undoing of a Great Victorian Detective Summerscale, Kate HS Nonfiction; true crime Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2008): Painstaking but never boring recreation of a sensational 1860 murder brings to shivering life the age of the Victorian detective. The Road Hill case served as fodder for the emerging detective genre taken up with relish by such authors as Dickens, Poe and Wilkie Collins. It perplexed detectives at the time and was resolved five years after the deed--and then only partially and unsatisfactorily, avers British journalist and biographer Summerscale (The Queen of Whale Cay: The Eccentric Story of 'Joe' Carstairs, Fastest Woman on Water, 1997, etc.). She models this engaging true-crime tale on the traditional country-house murder mystery, packed with secretive family members moving about with hidden motives in a commodious old manor house. On June 30, 1860, in the Wiltshire village of Road, three-year-old Saville Kent was removed in the dead of night from his cot in the room he shared with his nursemaid, suffocated, stabbed and dumped in the privy outside the kitchen. In addition to his parents, Samuel and Mary Kent, the inhabitants of Road Hill House included numerous servants and Samuel's four children from his previous marriage, each harboring various grievances since their mother's untimely death. After the local constable made a mess of the investigation, authorities called in Scotland Yard's "prince of detectives," Jonathan Whicher, then at the height of his career at age 45. The author dispassionately presents highlights from the record of Whicher's interviews with servants and family members, allowing readers to fill in the blanks much as the detective had to do. On largely circumstantial evidence, he arrested Samuel's 16-year-old daughter Constance, but she was soon released, and the press ridiculed Whicher for accusing an innocent girl. In 1865, however, she confessed to the crime and after a sensational trial served a 20-year prison sentence. Summerscale pursues the story over decades, enriching the account with explanations of the then-new detective terminology and methods and suggesting a convincing motive for Constance's out-of-the-blue confession. A bang-up sleuthing adventure.Publishers Weekly (November 19, 2007): Summerscale (The Queen of Whale Cay) delivers a mesmerizing portrait of one of England's first detectives and the gruesome murder investigation that nearly destroyed him. In 1860, three-year-old Saville Kent was found murdered in the outdoor privy of his family's country estate. Local police scrambled for clues, but to no avail. Scotland Yard Det.-Insp. Jonathan "Jack" Whicher was called in and immediately suspected the unthinkable: someone in the Kent family killed Saville. Theories abounded as everyone from the nursemaid to Saville's father became a suspect. Whicher tirelessly pursued every lead and became convinced that Constance Kent, Saville's teenage half-sister, was the murderer, but with little evidence and no confession, the case went cold and Whicher returned to London, a broken man. Five years later, the killer came forward with a shocking account of the crime, leading to a sensational trial. Whicher is a fascinating hero, and readers will delight in following every lurid twist and turn in his investigation. (Apr.) Copyright 2007 Reed Business Information.

9780760387566
THE ULTIMATE BOOK OF BLUES GUITAR 
LEGENDS PROWN, PETE HS Limited reviews-nonfiction

Library Journal, 08/31/2024
In creating a survey and compendium of blues through the lens of arguably its dominant instrument, Brown (Ultimate Heavy Metal Guitars) has embarked on a monumental task and managed to strike an admirable balance likely to please most blues fans. This colorful celebration of a vital, endlessly reimagined, and influential American genre covers early acoustic stylists through contemporary players who push the boundaries of the form today, focusing generally on electric guitarists. Scores of musicians are highlighted in chapters such as "60's Blues Power" and "Bell-Bottom Blues," which include photographs and a paragraph or entire page overview for each instrumentalist. Purists may question why three pages are devoted to Eric Clapton while only one paragraph covers Jimmy Rogers. Jazz buffs will be disappointed, too, by only having one page for a giant range of performers and no mention of Herb Ellis or Jim Hall, but the emphasis is clearly on more popular adaptations, chiefly rock music. Even though the work covers over a century of evolution, by nature, it cannot be truly complete, as contemporary artists propel the venerated, evergreen music to new heights. VERDICT A visual feast of blues guitar icons.—Dan McClure Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.

9780142400876 THE UMBRELLA MAN AND OTHER STORIES DAHL, ROALD HS Student request.
School Library Journal, 07/31/1998
Gr 7 Up-Readers who were turned on to chapter books with the magic of Fantastic Mr. Fox (1970) and the wondrous James and the Giant Peach (1961, both Knopf) will be interested to discover that Dahl began his writing career composing adult short stories?macabre, ironic tales that were translated into scripts for a popular TV series. This collection, based on those tales, is perfect for teen sensibilities. These poisonous gems reflect a British black humor sniping at greedy, pretentious folk. The language is precise, without an extraneous adjective; "The Landlady" is indeed "terribly nice" and Lady Turton of "Neck" prances and snorts like a barely restrained high-strung filly. Teachers looking for examples of irony need look no further than "Parson's Pleasure," in which an overeager antique collector gets exactly what he asks for. Feminists may be a bit offended; Dahl's antipathy for the female sex is rather evident throughout the stories. Wife and family are often an encumbrance in his world. "Royal Jelly" stars a father who is overinvolved in the caring for and feeding of his new offspring; it is a delicious morsel to serve to grown up "Goosebumps" fans. This baker's dozen is a treat for all YA collections.-Marilyn Payne Phillips, University City Public Library, MO

Kirkus Review, 04/30/1998
A baker's dozen of barbed, witty, obliquely macabre short stories, most drawn from?or at least previously published in?Tales of the Unexpected (1979, 1990). Additionally, there is a heart-rending wartime story of a young Greek orphan adopted by a beleaguered RAF squadron, a hilarious tale of two airheads who decide to make a fortune from grateful socialites by punching a gossip columnist in the nose, and ``The Great Automatic Grammatizator,'' a period piece about a primitive computer that whips out hugely profitable novels and stories in minutes. Nearly every story ends with a twist: a scam revealed or going wrong; a sinister revelation; or, as in the final entry, ``Neck,'' a sudden conclusion that derails carefully established expectations. Several stories show their age in dated details, or are slow to develop, and younger fans may find many of the conversations as tedious as the lengthy, satirically exact speeches about bees, wine, and antique furniture. Still, this sampler of Dahl's writing at least conveys a sense of his versatility. (Short stories. 13+)

9780316575720 THE UNDEAD FOX OF DEADWOOD FOREST HARTMAN, AUBREY HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 12/31/2024
Grades 4-7 - "*Starred Review* It is perpetually fall in Deadwood Forest, where Clare, the undead fox, resides in a cozy cabin ever ready to usher lost souls to their appropriate afterlife: Peace, Pleasure, Progress, or Pain. It’s a job he enjoys, this helping of others, especially since his own short life was devoid of love and kindness. Abandoned by his mother! Hit by a car! Attacked by a badger! Because of the latter, Clare’s hospitality falters when the newest soul knocking at his door is, indeed, a badger—albeit it an unusually chatty and amiable one by the name of Gingersnipes. Clare makes short work of sending her to an afterlife and is considerably displeased to see her reappear at his cabin a short while later—a rare thing that only occurs when a soul tries to enter the wrong afterlife. As each new attempt to send the badger to her great reward ends in failure, Clare grows more confused and begrudgingly fond of Gingersnipes. Hoping to gain some clarity, Clare visits the seer Hesterfowl, who reveals that Clare’s days as Usher are likely numbered. Hartman's animal fantasy is lightly macabre in its trappings but sweet and uplifting in substance, and the conversational narration adds an extra layer of whimsy to the proceedings. This tale of self-love and acceptance makes the most of its unique setting and the memorable characters found there."

School Library Journal, 12/31/2024
Gr 5–7—A fantastic tale of loss, discovery, afterlife, and mushrooms. Deadwood Forest is not alive but it's also not dead, as is the case with its resident Afterlife Usher. Clare is a fox who was spared death so he could become a guide to lost souls trying to pass on to the afterlife. Leading a solitary but meaningful life, Clare has learned to guide wandering spirits and to read the signs of what the eternal life is trying to communicate. Meanwhile, he is the keeper of the forest, a mushroom farmer, and an acquaintance to two trashrats. He does his job well and efficiently, so it's only when Gingersnips the badger shows up without a clear or easy way to pass on that Clare starts sensing trouble. To make matters worse, the contrasting Fernlight Forest's usher called Hesterfowl has delivered a premonition about Deadwood Forest, and Clare and Gingersnips will have to put their species' antagonistic natures to rest to solve the mystery. Told in beautiful prose and with rich imagery, this is a deep story about death, loss, and grief, but also about compassion, finding meaning, and discovering what one really is made of in the face of the strongest adversity. Clare's painful un-death, the mystery of his missing mother, and Gingersnips's own tragic family story will grip every reader's heart. VERDICT An excellent choice for libraries where fantasy is in high demand. Give this book to nature and animal lovers alike.—Carol Youssif Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

9781728293424 THIS IS WHERE WE DIE HE, CINDY R X HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2025
Gr 9 Up—A senior trip turns deadly in this twisty locked-room mystery. The last time Sadie, Isla, Will, Emily, Charlie, and Ant were together, two of their friends ended up dead. However, Sadie's wealth and connections helped cover up exactly what happened. Eighteen months later, Sadie is convinced to rent the exclusive, private Christie's Island to throw one last party for her graduating class. The six friends arrive a day earlier than their classmates, and upon arrival discover the island deserted; and while there's plenty to eat and drink, there's no way to contact the mainland. Right as it becomes clear their classmates won't be joining them, the friends start to drop dead, one by one. As the main narrative on the island unfolds, flashbacks to the group's deadly ski trip reveal the lengths, and horrors, these teens are willing to go to survive. The story is full of twists and red herrings, with a satisfying conclusion readers won't see coming. Fans of Agatha Christie will appreciate the references to And Then There Were None. Emily is cued Asian; Ant is cued Latinx; Isla, Will, Charlie, and Sadie are cued white. VERDICT This fast-paced mystery belongs on library shelves.—Karyn Hladik-Brown Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025
Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* After surviving an avalanche 18 months prior, six friends helicopter to an exclusive island retreat, complete with a glass mansion, to celebrate their high-school graduation. Paradise quickly turns into nightmare fuel, however, when they are hunted by someone who knows what secrets they thought were buried back in the snow. This psychological thriller will leave the reader gasping for air and glaring into the mind of a vengeful killer. Trigger warnings tell the reader what sort of tale to expect, with good reason; themes of survival, cannibalism (largely off-page), and violence pervade. Told from ever-decreasing points of view, the book is also interspersed with breaks consisting of text messages from outside perspectives after the weekend away, keeping the suspense high. Several homages to the golden age of detective fiction find themselves at home here (the secluded estate, an ensemble of suspects, dark and stormy nights, etc.). The tension builds slowly, allowing the individual characters to develop, before reaching a terrifying pitch. The irony of staying in an actual glass house while throwing stones of denial and accusation at one another adds an extra layer to this multifaceted tale. A page-turner that will leave the reader wondering if the ending was preventable or inevitable."

9781338827149 THIS TIME IT'S REAL LIANG, ANN HS
School Library Journal, 06/30/2023
Gr 9 Up—Eliza Lin is a smart, quiet student who's just trying to blend in at her international school. She doesn't have many close friends, and it's hard to make new ones because her mom's job as a consultant for global companies means they uproot their lives every few years and move to a new country. She's only had one friendship really stick, and the only other constant besides her family is her writing. When her English essay about a made-up boyfriend goes viral online, Eliza panics and does the only thing she can think of: ask her classmate, famous starlet Caz Song, to be her pretend boyfriend as part of a mutually beneficial agreement. It could lead to an internship with her favorite magazine for her, and polished college essays for him. But what happens when Eliza starts to develop real feelings for this complicated, adorably frustrating drama star? All her other friendships from her moves have fallen apart, and she's worried this will, too. Liang has created a charming exploration of the "fake relationship" trope starring this lovable couple. The romance is full of tension and will have readers anticipating when the love interests will finally get together. The international school setting adds another intriguing layer. VERDICT A great choice for fans of romantic comedies.—Stacey Shapiro Copyright 2023 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 12/14/2022
High school senior Eliza Lin, who recently returned to Beijing with her family, is stunned when her school assignment goes viral. Eliza’s English essay, published on the school blog, describes her relationship with her devoted boyfriend in vivid prose—and turns out to resonate with lovelorn readers worldwide. It even catches the attention of a staff member at Craneswift, a website known for jump-starting the careers of acclaimed writers. Craneswift offers Eliza a six-month paid internship during which she’ll write weekly blog posts about her relationship and offer advice on romance. The internship is everything an aspiring writer could dream of, but its success rests upon a lie. Having grown up moving from country to country due to her mother’s career, Eliza has difficulties forming friendships, much less romantic relationships. Her boyfriend might be imaginary, but the opportunity is too good to pass up. Eliza strikes a bargain with Chinese American classmate Caz Song, a television heartthrob, to participate in a fake dating scheme in return for her help with his college application essays. The relationship can also rehabilitate his reputation, battered after a recent scandal. Pragmatism soon gives way to soul-searching as Eliza finds herself falling for Caz, whose smooth public persona hides unexpected vulnerabilities. This compulsively readable story comments on identity, social pressures, and the demands of the entertainment industry while developing an angst-y, heartstring-tugging romance between two sympathetic leads. Irresistible fun with unexpected sincerity. (Romance. 13-18)

9781534488403 THOSE SUMMER NIGHTS SILVERMAN, LAURA HS
School Library Journal, 07/31/2022
Gr 8 Up—After the catastrophic events of her bubbie's death and a soccer-career-ending injury, Hannah Klein went on a downward spiral that ended with her being sent to a boarding school for troubled teens. Now she's back home for the summer, determined to stick to a plan that will prevent her from returning to that school and help her figure out life without soccer. The first step is getting a job; lucky for Hannah, her brother Joey works at the local entertainment multiplex, Bonanza, and recommends her for a position there. Hannah just wants to do the mindless tasks required of her, but she soon gets drawn into the unique atmosphere of Bonanza thanks to a friendly group of coworkers, including her brother's best friend Ethan. As Hannah rebuilds old relationships, develops new ones, and tests out new hobbies, she begins to realize that a life without soccer might not be so unimaginable, or so devastating, after all. The present-day story is interspersed with flashbacks to the previous summer to provide context for Hannah's current situation. Substance abuse is touched on, though not explored deeply, throughout the story. The well-developed workplace setting and the vibrant personalities of the diverse cast of supporting characters are the perfect complement to the sweet summer romance between Hannah and Ethan, who are both Jewish. VERDICT Readers who have enjoyed other summer romances featuring unusual jobs, like Maurene Goo's The Way You Make Me Feel, Jennifer Dugan's Hot Dog Girl, and Morgan Matson's The Unexpected Everything, will find this one to be similarly engaging.—Alison Glass Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 05/31/2022
Seventeen-year-old Hannah Klein rebuilds her life one year after a heartbreaking and reckless summer. Since she was little, Hannah has cherished a dream of following her beloved grandmother to Olympic glory. When, in rapid succession, her Bubbie succumbed to cancer and her soccer ambitions were snatched from her by a serious ankle injury, she spun out of control. Now, nearly a year later, she’s still struggling to rediscover her center. Hannah’s journey to a new normal is accompanied by the energetic staff at Bonanza, the local entertainment multiplex where she swings a summer job. There’s her brother, Joey; Patrick Cho, a distractingly handsome bad boy; Daisey Liu, a cool and collected young mom; and Brie Bradley, her former best friend and teammate. And, of course, there’s Ethan Alderman, Joey’s best friend, who Hannah can’t help but notice has grown very cute. The wealth of characters keeps the action moving even when the story stumbles: Frequent flashbacks interrupt the narrative to provide details of the previous summer, and substance abuse is touched upon but not deeply explored, with Hannah’s struggles being characterized as bad coping mechanisms more than debilitating addictions. Hannah and Ethan are both White and Jewish; their conversations are sprinkled with Yiddish words, and their lives include shared experiences and traditions. The supporting cast is broadly diverse. A sweet, romantic summer tale with well-integrated representation. (Fiction. 13-17)

978-0-593-52871-6 Threads That Bind (Bk. 1) Hatzopoulou, Kika HS School Library Journal starred (July 1, 2023): Gr 9 Up-In a world where children of dead gods inherit their power, a descendant of the Greek Fates must use her powers to help hunt a killer. Io can see and manipulate the Quilt-the threads of Fate that link people to life and love-and often follows the strands in her work as a private investigator in the city of Alante. Daughters of the Fates are always born in threes, but that doesn't mean the sisters are close. Io's family dynamics become even more complicated when her estranged sister arrives on the scene hand in hand with her prime suspect. When Io's investigation puts her in the path of a boy she's destined to love, a thread marking them a rare pair of soulmates, she becomes even more entangled in the criminal underbelly of the Stilts. Hatzopoulou braids many plot lines together to create her dystopian world, deftly weaving a gripping narrative about class, self-determination, and generational trauma. With vivid and compelling writing, the narrative immerses readers in a unique world on the edge of ruin and an achingly slow romance as Io must decide whether to tell Edei about the heart-thread or let him choose on his own. There is diversity in race and orientation throughout the story. Hand to fans of Leigh Bardugo's "Grishaverse" who are looking for a cutthroat and magical criminal underworld. VERDICT With a unique world and layered mystery, readers will love this book. A definite purchase for all YA collections.-Emmy Neal © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2023): Deities abandoned this nearly ruined world long ago; now their descendants, the other-born, wield lesser, inherited powers for good and evil in this duology opener. Io is the youngest of three sisters descended from the Moirae, or Fates, but she has the deadliest gift: She can sever the threads of life spun by eldest sister Thais and manipulated by middle sister Ava. Orphaned early, the girls were left to fend for themselves. Ava’s a nightclub chanteuse, and Io’s a private detective. Thais disappeared two years ago. Trailing an errant spouse in the Silts, a sprawling, gang-controlled slum in the half-flooded city of Alante, Io uncovers a murder involving mysterious wraiths intent on avenging past injustices. She reports this to the Silts’ mob queen, Bianca, who lends Edei, her handsome, laconic associate, to help Io defeat them. They visit the mansion of the Nine, reclusive muse-borns, to attend an upscale political rally, and as they investigate, their connection grows. Should Io disclose the fate-thread that binds them? Characters’ descriptions suggest a multiracial population corresponding to European, Middle Eastern, and North African identities. The apocalyptic setting, including a cosmology in which Greek, Roman, and Egyptian pantheons offer clues to other-born powers, is a strength. The highly original worldbuilding effectively counters some overly familiar, noir-ish elements, occasionally inconsistent characterization, and frenetic pacing. But there’s plenty to engage fantasy fans, leaving them eager for the next installment. Classical mythology, police procedural, and romance combine in this imaginative, intriguing post-apocalyptic story. (Fantasy. 14-18)

978-0-14-044425-4
Three Theban Plays: Antigone, Oedipus the King, 
Oedipus at Colonus Sophocles HS

978-0-06-326845-6 Time to Party Ostertag, Molly Knox HS Continuation of a series. Reviews are from book 1.
School Library Journal, 11/30/2022
Gr 4 Up—Jess Descheene and Olivia Aguilar have been best friends for years, but as eighth grade begins, their friendship is changing. Olivia runs their two-person Dungeons & Dragons game, but she wants to invite more players. Jess prefers stories to friends, but she gradually opens up to the idea of letting more kids play with them. The action happens between the real world and the imaginary one, but sometimes the worlds overlap. Jess sees school through a D&D lens, looking at other students and imagining their character sheets, using criteria like "popularity class" and "bully potential." In one of the most striking images of the story, Jess sees some other girls in the school bathroom, and in the mirror they are reflected as monsters. Bouma's artwork is very appealing, with colors ranging from cool earth tones to bolder and brighter shades, depending on the location and emotion of each scene. While this is an ultimately uplifting story, these students deal with absent parents, school bullies, and learning to be brave enough to stand up for their friends. Jess begins this book thinking that going to middle school is harder than slaying monsters, but she evolves over time and learns that both her game and her heart are big enough to make room for new people. VERDICT For readers who are fans of or are curious about role-playing games, or those seeking heartwarming stories about friendship and imagination.—Andrea Lipinski Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.

Booklist Starred Reviews, 10/31/2022
Grades 5-8 - "*Starred Review* A lone Teifling is on a quest to find his lost sister in the Forgotten Realms—that’s the campaign that dungeon master Olivia has crafted with her sole Dungeons &amp; Dragons party member and best friend, Jess. The imaginative pair have done everything together since elementary school and now endure the next major quest, eighth grade. However, Olivia wants to open up the party to other members with a new D&amp;D club at school, while Jess would prefer the trusted continuity of the solo campaign. Now Jess must face the monsters of sharing Olivia with a new party member, potentially losing her best friend and DM to a student council race, and learning to trust others as she grows. Ostertag shines again on this team up with Bouma, brightly displaying the trials of middle school in warm reds and purples and dungeon crawls in fantastical shades of green. The story creatively integrates classic D&amp;D character race-class cards with the introduction of new characters in the story and foes in the campaign, and it bubbles with Bouma’s indicative style of squishy yet thoughtfully diverse characters. Middle-grade readers intrigued by the cult classic RPG and fans fond of popular campaigns like Adventure Zone and Critical Role will enjoy the message of this series opener: “Monsters are easier to fight when you’ve got people by your side.”"

978-1-7748-8408-9 Titan of the Stars Johnston, E. K. HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, In this duology opener, teens work together to survive being stuck on a spaceship with aliensThe spaceshipTitan's maiden voyage is a weeklong journey from Earth to Mars. The more than 500 passengers include paying customers, who are enjoying a first-class experience, the crew, who are stressed about keeping the aforementioned group happy, and some journalists and scientists. Petrified aliens, found preserved in permafrost, are on display in cases. The point of view alternates between the queer, white-presenting leads: Celeste Sparrow is a junior engineer who knows where all the hidden tunnels are on theTitan, and Dominic Reubens is an aspiring artist, who's fed up with his boyfriend, Adam Jeffers. While they're both survivors of a terrible earthquake in Eastern Canada known as the St. Lawrence Rupture, their experiences on Earth couldn't have been further apart. Celeste struggled to get where she is, while Dominic was adopted by prominent parents. Here on theTitan, crew member Celeste and wealthy Dominic are drawn to each other-initially out of curiosity but, when the aliens run amok, out of the need to survive. Dominic's and Celeste's perspectives initially unfold at a deliberate pace. When the action ramps up, the story vibrates with terror, offering readers a compelling and harrowing treat and highlighting the teens' sheer cunning and urgent desire for survival. The presence and impact of colonial privilege and power are also inescapable.Riveting and thoroughly enjoyable.(Science fiction. 14-18) School Library Journal, 05/01/25, Gr 9 Up— Celeste's determination has paid off; she has escaped life in the Rupt, the devastation following an earthquake that impacted half of Canada and is proud of her role as engineer on a cutting-edge, luxury spaceship headed for Mars. Dominic is less than enthusiastic about space travel, as being trapped on the ship means being trapped with his overbearing parents who are determined to ensure any dreams he has of art school are left on Earth. As Celeste and Dominic develop an unexpected friendship, they are also witness to a unique surprise brought aboard the ship: ancient aliens stored in display cases for the entertainment of passengers. But when the aliens are purposely released into the ship, not all of those passengers will reach an escape pod. In this work, readers will recognize the typical signs of a catastrophe in the making: an ecological disaster on Earth resulting in a plan to mine Mars, a gilded space shuttle with a stark class divide to travel there, and the hubris of those who built the shuttle making everything exponentially worse. But this is no stale redux of other works in the genre. The author's attention to detail keeps readers immersed in the moment, while dual viewpoints gradually bring the characters alive, and a steady pace and eerie atmosphere propel the work forward. A fun Alien Easter egg is included via Dr. Ripley, the ship's ethnobiologist. VERDICT A mash-up of sci-fi and horror tropes fervently coalesce into a satisfying and fresh option for teens.— Maggie Mason Smith

978-1-534-44025-8 Today Tonight Tomorrow Solomon, Rachel Lynn HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Rowan teams up with her academic nemesis to win a citywide scavenger hunt.Rowan Roth and Neil McNair have been rivals in a never-ending game of one-upmanship since freshman year. Now, on the last day of senior year, Rowan hopes to best Neil once and for all as valedictorian, then win Howl, a scavenger hunt with a $5,000 cash prize. She also hopes to sneak away to her favorite romance author's book signing; no one's ever respected her passion for the genre, not even her children's book author/illustrator parents. But Rowan's named salutatorian, and vengeful classmates plot to end her and Neil's reign. At first their partnership is purely strategic, but as the pair traverse the city, they begin to open up. Rowan learns that Neil is Jewish too and can relate to both significant cultural touchstones and experiences of casual anti-Semitism. As much as Rowan tries to deny it, real feelings begin to bloom. Set against a lovingly evoked Seattle backdrop, Rowan and Neil's relationship develops in an absorbing slow burn, with clever banter and the delicious tension of first love. Issues of class, anti-Semitism, and sex are discussed frankly. Readers will emerge just as obsessed with this love story as Rowan is with her beloved romance novels. Rowan's mother is Russian Jewish and Mexican, and her father is American Jewish and presumably white; most other characters are white.A dizzying, intimate romance. (author's note) (Romance. 13-18)
School Library Journal, 03/31/2020
Gr 9 Up—It's the last day of senior year and Rowan is awakened by a text from her nerdy nemesis, Neil. Their epic rivalry has spanned all four years of high school and both of them hope to be awarded the coveted title of valedictorian. When Rowan gets salutatorian, she vows to best Neil one last time at Howl, a senior class scavenger hunt. But they team up after overhearing their peers strategizing to take them down. As Rowan and Neil work together, their rivalry begins to give way to friendship and, to no one's surprise but their own, romance. Told from Rowan's perspective and featuring ephemera from her high school journey, this story is equal parts coming of age, tender romance, and a love letter to Seattle. Rowan and Neil's banter is sharp and their clever solutions to the scavenger hunt move the story along at breakneck speed. Featuring a racially diverse cast, the story does a great job of balancing the action with important discussions about how damaging stereotypes can be. Readers bear witness to Rowan's defense, as an aspiring writer, of the romance genre in the face of backlash from her friends, family, and her rival. VERDICT A thoughtful and current story, and a fun summer read.—Samantha Lumetta, Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County Copyright 2020 Reed Business Information.

9781612624204 VINLAND SAGA : 1 YUKIMURA, MAKOTO HS No professional reviews (manga). Mackin has the age rating as 11-Adult, but I have found the Mackin age ratings on translated manga series to be pretty arbitrary. I have read this entire volume, and complies with our CDP and Texas law. There is some violence and gore (it's about the vikings), but nothing an average reader would find explicit or adult. Vinland Saga was originally published in shonen manga magazines. Shonen is the younger boy audience (manga is marketed by age/gender in Japan) -Ziegler. The only even slightly questionable page is a scene in which a young boy urinates off the side of a boat, after stowing away for hours. The illustration is not detailed or enlarged, but it is clear that he is urinating. I do not find it harmful or obscene, but I do own the book, if SLAC or school board wants to see for themselves. (Student request)Quote from informal librarian review: "From the first to the third book, character momentum builds in a slow but satisfying manner, leading to personal growth and revelations among the Danish royal family, including King Sweyn and Prince Canute; Leif Ericson also makes an appearance. There have hardly been any female characters so far, save Thorfinn’s sister Ylsa, whose lighthearted exploits at home help counter-balance the grim stories of the front lines. Nudity and sex have not appeared, though the viking marauders clearly take whatever and whomever they find to their liking. I look forward to seeing how the cast expands and develops in future volumes, especially considering how many twists and long-term plot payoffs there have already been thus far."
978-1-338-73610-6 War Games Gratz, Alan HS *Pending more reviews (book has not been released yet, awaiting further professional reviews) but have no concerns. Gratz is a well-known and well loved middle grade author. Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In his latest, prolific author Gratz takes on Hitler's Olympic GamesWhen 13-year-old American gymnast Evie Harris arrives in Berlin to compete in the 1936 Olympic Games, she has one goal: stardom. If she can bring home a gold medal like her friend, the famous equestrian-turned-Hollywood-star Mary Brooks, she might be able to lift her family out of their Dust Bowl poverty. But someone slips a strange note under Evie's door, and soon she's dodging Heinz Fischer, the Hitler Youth member assigned to host her, and meeting strangers who want to make use of her gymnastic skills-to rob a bank. As the games progress, Evie begins to see the moral issues behind their sparkling facade-the antisemitism and racism inherent in Nazi ideology and the way Hitler is using the competition to support and promote these beliefs. And she also agrees to rob the bank. Gratz goes big on theMission Impossibleâ��style heist, which takes center stage over the actual competitions, other than Jesse Owens' famous long jump. A lengthy and detailed author's note provides valuable historical context, including places where Gratz adapted the facts for storytelling purposes (although there's no mention of the fact that before 1952, Olympic equestrian sports were limited to male military officers). With an emphasis on the plot, many of the characters feel defined primarily by how they're suffering under the Nazis, such as the fictional diver Ursula Diop, who was involuntarily sterilized for being biracial.Fast-paced and plot-driven.(Historical fiction. 9-12)

978-0-8000-9925-1 We Fell Apart Lockhart, E HS
Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* It is the summer after senior year and 18-year-old Matilda is flying from California to Martha’s Vineyard at the invitation of the father she has never known. Kingsley Cello is a famous artist who once painted Matilda’s absentee mother, Isadora, and that is all she knows about him. Still, she is curious and eager to get to know him. However, when she arrives at Kingsley’s castle at Hidden Beach, she finds three boys around her age, one of whom is her half brother, Meer, along with Meer’s mother, June. The castle is barely held together, and Kingsley is away with no firm return date. As the days go by with no word from Kingsley, Matilda becomes closer to the boys, especially (and surprisingly) Tatum, who was originally apprehensive of Matilda’s arrival, but she soon learns that her visit is predicated on an unsustainable web of lies that eventually collapses. Matilda shines as the central character, bringing out the best in most of the other characters and breaking the cycle of lies by telling the truth, an action that allows everyone to breathe and move on. Lockhart’s third novel in the We Were Liars universe is lucidly written and builds on the story of the Sinclair family in a subtle and realistic way.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Lockhart’s return to Martha’s Vineyard is steeped with mystery, intrigue, and familial tension, and her new fans, following the recently released TV adaptation of We Were Liars, will revel in this new chapter."

Kirkus Reviews Starred, 07/31/2025
At her father’s secluded Martha’s Vineyard home, an 18-year-old becomes entangled in his messy world in this stand-alone novel set in the world of We Were Liars (2014) and its prequel, Family of Liars (2022). Smart, serious gamer Matilda’s flighty mother has left her behind in Los Angeles and followed her newest boyfriend to Mexico City. Matilda, hurt, vulnerable, and somewhat emotionally adrift, is surprised to receive an email from Kingsley Cello, the father whose name she’s never even known. He’s a reclusive, world-famous artist, and he’s inviting her to stay with him in Massachusetts. Though Kingsley is away when Matilda arrives, she’s drawn in by her queer half brother, Meer, and the other residents. Two other young men live at the sprawling estate with Meer and his mother, June, a Japanese American textile artist and herbalist: former child actor Brock and gorgeous but mean Tatum. Though Matilda is uneasy about the unconventional situation and the rambling, decrepit house and frustrated that her father asked her to come, only to disappear, the three boys’ exuberant strangeness and the bonds she forms with them keep her there. Through her nuanced characters, who are both smart and vulnerable, Lockhart explores art, responsibility, and feminism. She also weaves an appealing romance and gothic, fairy-tale, and classical references into the worldbuilding that’s stylish and detailed but handled with a light touch. Other than June and Meer, most characters present white. Atmospheric and emotionally rich. (map, series note, family tree, author’s note) (Fiction. 13-18)

978-0-593-89916-8 We Fell Apart Lockhart, E. HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 09/12/25, At her father's secluded Martha's Vineyard home, an 18-year-old becomes entangled in his messy world in this stand-alone novel set in the world ofWe Were Liars (2014) and its prequel,Family of Liars (2022)Smart, serious gamer Matilda's flighty mother has left her behind in Los Angeles and followed her newest boyfriend to Mexico City. Matilda, hurt, vulnerable, and somewhat emotionally adrift, is surprised to receive an email from Kingsley Cello, the father whose name she's never even known. He's a reclusive, world-famous artist, and he's inviting her to stay with him in Massachusetts. Though Kingsley is away when Matilda arrives, she's drawn in by her queer half brother, Meer, and the other residents. Two other young men live at the sprawling estate with Meer and his mother, June, a Japanese American textile artist and herbalist: former child actor Brock and gorgeous but mean Tatum. Though Matilda is uneasy about the unconventional situation and the rambling, decrepit house and frustrated that her father asked her to come, only to disappear, the three boys' exuberant strangeness and the bonds she forms with them keep her there. Through her nuanced characters, who are both smart and vulnerable, Lockhart explores art, responsibility, and feminism. She also weaves an appealing romance and gothic, fairy-tale, and classical references into the worldbuilding that's stylish and detailed but handled with a light touch. Other than June and Meer, most characters present white.Atmospheric and emotionally rich. (map, series note, family tree, author's note)(Fiction. 13-18)
Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* It is the summer after senior year and 18-year-old Matilda is flying from California to Martha’s Vineyard at the invitation of the father she has never known. Kingsley Cello is a famous artist who once painted Matilda’s absentee mother, Isadora, and that is all she knows about him. Still, she is curious and eager to get to know him. However, when she arrives at Kingsley’s castle at Hidden Beach, she finds three boys around her age, one of whom is her half brother, Meer, along with Meer’s mother, June. The castle is barely held together, and Kingsley is away with no firm return date. As the days go by with no word from Kingsley, Matilda becomes closer to the boys, especially (and surprisingly) Tatum, who was originally apprehensive of Matilda’s arrival, but she soon learns that her visit is predicated on an unsustainable web of lies that eventually collapses. Matilda shines as the central character, bringing out the best in most of the other characters and breaking the cycle of lies by telling the truth, an action that allows everyone to breathe and move on. Lockhart’s third novel in the We Were Liars universe is lucidly written and builds on the story of the Sinclair family in a subtle and realistic way.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Lockhart’s return to Martha’s Vineyard is steeped with mystery, intrigue, and familial tension, and her new fans, following the recently released TV adaptation of We Were Liars, will revel in this new chapter."

978-0-14-313483-1 We Have Always Lived in the Castle Jackson, Shirley HS No reviews - classic literature
978-0-14-313483-1 We Have Always Lived in the Castle Jackson, Shirley and Lethem, JonathanHS Penguin Vitae (classic literature, no reviews)
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9781728255941 WE'RE NOT SAFE HERE CHUPECO, RIN HS
Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025
A teen investigates the bloodstained secrets of a town built on ritual, silence, and monsters. Wispy Falls promises safety—but a 17-year-old vlogger, a black-haired, brown-eyed boy who goes by Storymancer, knows that’s a lie. His 7-year-old brother, Lee, is among those who vanished in the woods. After someone finds a body in the woods, LightParticle121, a conspiracy message board user, sends Storymancer a news clip from a local station that strangely doesn’t appear in the news archives. Storymancer begins corresponding with LightParticle121, who claims that all the missing were sick (Lee had cancer, but few people know that). Even as their exchanges grow increasingly unhinged, Storymancer pursues this lead, documenting his investigation into the bloodmoon ritual, which the authorities claim will protect citizens against the cryptids in the woods. But the deeper Storymancer digs, the more he questions the ritual—and suspects that the Penumbra Institution, which controls the town’s medical care, may be hiding something far more sinister. Told through video and radio show transcripts, emails, and more, the found footage–style narration creates a chilling realism. Chupeco demonstrates a keen understanding of how misinformation spreads and digital natives process fragmented information, though the structure works against the story’s emotional core. The town’s mythology and the cryptid classifications are well-crafted, but the pacing sags under the weight of the plot’s complexity and exposition-heavy forum posts. A haunting and twisted, if unevenly developed, tale that explores the line between safety and control. (Horror. 14-18)

Booklist, 09/30/2025
Grades 9-12 - "There’s something in the woods surrounding Wispy Falls, a town with a tragic legacy of disappearances. One online creator calling himself the Storymancer posts videos online exploring Wispy Falls’ nooks and crannies, but it’s not just for entertainment: years ago, the Storymancer’s cancer-stricken brother went missing, and he is determined to find answers after learning that every other missing person had also been battling disease. After digging, it becomes evident that monsters in the woods are only a small piece of a deeper, eldritch mystery at the very heart of the town. What price is he willing to pay to get to that truth? Chupeco specializes in writing surreal, unsettling, and utterly fearless stories, and this is no exception. This time, she leans into the vibes of creepypastas and online horror series like The Backrooms by stitching together video transcripts, message board excerpts, and email exchanges into a unique and genuinely disturbing reading experience. Not for the fainthearted, as this book features a fair amount of graphic imagery, it will nevertheless thrill readers immersed in the world of digital horror."

9780593523957
WHALE EYES : A MEMOIR ABOUT SEEING AND 
BEING SEEN

 

ROBINSON, JAMES HS
School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025
Gr 5 Up—Robinson turns the lens on himself in this moving memoir of his life with a visual anomaly called strabismus. The book is an outgrowth of a short film that Robinson made after studying at Duke University's Center for Documentary Studies, which was picked up and presented by the Opinion desk of the New York Times in 2021. After years of living with the condition and trying to explain it or help others see past it, Robinson settles on the term "whale eyes" to describe the misalignment of his eyes: "We love looking at whales. And yet none of us have ever questioned the fact that we can look into only one of their eyes at a time." Robinson effectively uses second-person narration and carefully plotted and illustrated pages to take readers through the experience of trying to identify letters, track strings of them across the page, and decode their meaning. He puts readers in the position of sitting through dreaded silent-reading time in elementary school, getting the "wrong" answers every time on vision tests, and stepping up to the T-ball plate, only to strike out. He credits his mother's innovation and persistence in helping him succeed in school and also advances in technology (like digital audiobooks and screen highlighting tools) that make texts more accessible. The last third of the book is focused on Robinson's career using film to tell stories that will "get people to care" about issues or lives they may not know anything about, or even find off-putting at first glance. With Rea's affecting and mesmerizing line drawings, this is an important book for all readers. VERDICT Highly recommended for all middle and high school collections, as well as the parent/teacher shelves in public libraries.—Jennifer Costa Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.

Kirkus Review, 12/31/2024
In this memoir, an outgrowth of his documentary of the same title, Emmy-winning filmmaker Robinson recounts how he changed others’ perceptions of his disability. Born with anomalous retinal correspondence, a form of strabismus that prevents his eyes from focusing simultaneously, Robinson found reading a time-consuming “obstacle course.” Worse than the shame of falling behind his classmates was when strangers stared at his outward-turned eyes, feelings captured in pointed notes and Rea’s cartoon illustrations. When Robinson reached middle school, his architecture professor mother took time off to home-school him and his dyslexic older brother. Under her tutelage, Robinson discovered helpful reading strategies—and a passion for documentary films, which ultimately led to his studying film at Duke University. In 2021, the New York Times published his autobiographical short film, Whale Eyes (titled after his own term for his condition), affirming visually disabled people and enabling nondisabled people to better understand Robinson—and themselves. Robinson (who presents white) candidly explores numerous topics, including disability tropes, privilege, and ways to turn “out-trigue”—the discomfort we feel with the unfamiliar—into empathetic connections. Myriad interactive visuals immerse readers in Robinson’s perspective. Backgrounds switch from white to black, sentences spiral, and words and letters scatter across the pages, which often need to be turned sideways or upside down. Unfortunately, these effects may overwhelm some neurodivergent or print-disabled readers, reducing the very connections Robinson strives to make. Frank, unusual, and insightful. (note on surgery, resources) (Memoir. 11-18)

978-1-324-05282-1 When We Ride: A Novel Ogle, Rex HS Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/19/25, A hardworking high school senior strives to keep his future bright while driving around his drug-dealing friendBenny and Lawson, both raised by struggling single moms after their fathers left, are neighbors, best friends, and total opposites. Lawson, a white boy who's charismatic and popular, goes to school mainly to deal drugs-not to study. Mexican American Benny, who's quiet and studious, ranks near the top of their class. Lawson helps Benny come out of his shell at parties and stands up for him against bullies, and Benny is there when Lawson needs a ride. Benny's mom holds down multiple cleaning jobs, works to stay sober, and encourages her son to go to college. By contrast, Lawson's mom, who's on welfare, depends on Lawson dealing marijuana to make rent. As graduation nears, the duo find themselves on dangerously different paths. Feeling trapped by his dependent mother and a new, violent drug boss, Lawson starts selling harder drugs. The risk of getting arrested or attacked because of Lawson's drug dealing terrifies Benny, who threatens to stop driving Lawson around. Written in swift, emotive verse from Benny's perspective, this work will leave readers empathizing with Benny's struggle to prioritize his own future while remaining loyal to the childhood best friend he genuinely wants to help. But it's the expertly paced plot twist at the end that makes Benny and Lawson's story heartbreakingly unforgettable.Achingly, beautifully written.(Verse fiction. 14-18)
 School Library Journal Starred Review, 03/01/25, Gr 9 Up —Diego "Benny" Benevides and his best friend, Lawson, have considered each other brothers ever since a bullying incident as elementary students. Now seniors in high school, both boys are struggling to help their single mothers by following vastly different paths. Benny's alcoholic mom tells him "Don't be like me. Be better." He is very studious, working for low wages at a diner, striving to go to college and make her proud. She takes the bus to work so she can give her son "Maria Carmen," her 1980 Cadillac DeVille, to help him meet those goals. Meanwhile, Lawson is not interested in school and makes his money selling weed. When he first asks Benny for rides, it seems more benign but selling spirals quickly into heavier drugs. Lawson cannot say no to his controlling and violent dealer, Trent. Benny's gripping introspective conflict between his own future and loyalty to Lawson is palpable. The novel in verse format is perfect for this character-driven, issue-oriented storyline mash-up, as readers delve deep into the battle playing out in the protagonist's mind. Ogle is exceptionally skillful at inviting readers into the emotional intensity of each decision Benny makes, with addiction and poverty laid raw using spare, carefully selected free verse. This pairs well with similarly themed verse novels where decision-making is paramount, like Jason Reynolds's Long Way Down and Ellen Hopkins's classic "Crank" series. VERDICT A gritty and nuanced glimpse into the underbelly of poverty, addiction, and gun violence.—Lisa Krok

978-0-06-334669-7 While Idaho Slept Appelman, J. Reuben HS Nonfiction; true crime Booklist (September 15, 2023 (Vol. 120, No. 2)): In November 2022, four University of Idaho students were stabbed to death in an off-campus house. A suspect was arrested a month and a half later. The new book by the author of The Kill Jar (2018) focuses on the investigation that led to his arrest and how these shocking murders upended Moscow, Idaho, and changed life in this small college town. When local police were hesitant to take on such a high-profile investigation, state police and the FBI jockeyed for position. Amateur investigators traded theories online, muddying the waters. Parents of the murdered students demanded answers and sometimes revealed information about the crimes that the investigators wanted to keep confidential. It was, in short, a mess. This is an extremely rigorous book. Appelman uses first-hand sources (police files and interviews with people involved in the case) whenever possible, and, while he rightly gives credit where credit is due, he also doesn’t shy away from revealing the investigation’s weaknesses, including the fact that the prosecution’s ongoing case isn’t airtight. A chilling, haunting work of crime nonfiction.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2023): How a quadruple homicide upended an Idaho college town. In his latest, Appelman, a private investigator and author of The Kill Jar, engrossingly analyzes the 2022 case involving the murders of four University of Idaho students. Early on, he brings the young victims into focus and then generously elaborates on their lives throughout the book. On Nov. 13, Kaylee Goncalves, Madison Mogan, Xana Kernodle, and Ethan Chapin were slaughtered by a knife-wielding intruder in their off-campus residence. Only two roommates survived—one frozen in fear as the murderer brushed past her in a darkened hallway. Appelman brings these chilling details to life as he sifts through police files and witness statements to piece together a crime that flooded the college town with FBI, local police, press, and citizen detectives. Security video catching a white vehicle repeatedly passing by the property complemented DNA found on the military blade sheath left behind at the scene. Diligent detective spadework and a digital device trail led to the arrest and indictment of Bryan Kohberger, a criminology doctorate student and teaching assistant who had a history of depression and heroin use. Grim forensics amplify the disturbing nature of the crime and ensuing investigation, including Kohberger’s historically sociopathic behavior and details on the gore-soaked crime scene. However premeditated his alleged murderous fantasy was, a series of crucial missteps (besides leaving the knife sheath behind) showed his involvement, including using his own car to return to the location the next morning with his phone, which authorities tracked. In fairness, Appelman also examines numerous gaping “holes” in the prosecution’s package, which weakens the case against Kohberger, as well as fascinating social media speculation. Riveting reenactments, intimate human-interest profiles, and urgent prose combine to create a tale of horrific butchery and a must-have exposé for readers following the still-ongoing developments. A chilling, balanced, meticulously reported true crime story.

978-0-06-308814-6 Whiteout: A Novel Clayton, Dhonielle and Jackson, Tiffany D.HS Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, The authors of Blackout (2021) return with a new collaboration.YA stars Clayton, Jackson, Stone, Thomas, Woodfolk, and Yoon's second novel covers the same theme-Black teens falling in love-with two big differences. This story is set not during a sweltering New York City summer but a historic winter storm in Atlanta, and rather than each author's penning a separate chapter focused on one couple, they all worked together on the snowy romance. The authors' note explains why they decided to take on this challenge, with intriguing clues pointing to which author wrote which characters. The characters are all well written and perfectly flawed as they navigate the complexities of love. After conducting experiments on the biochemistry of teenage love for her AP Chemistry project, Stevie posits that love is simply a biological response built into human brains for the survival of our species. Her girlfriend, Sola, feels angry and hurt, and when Stevie is pedantic and arrogant, ruining their coming-out dinner with her Nigerian family, Sola gives Stevie an ultimatum: Stevie must explain what happened at dinner and show Sola that she feels something for her and believe in love-or it's over. With the help of her friends, Stevie hopes the perfect romantic gesture can win Sola back. The scheme is a fun adventure, bringing various couples together. Each relationship has friendship at its foundation, and the different journeys result in something of interest for every reader.Another success. (Fiction. 14-18)
Booklist, 10/14/2022
Grades 9-12 - "The award-winning authors who made readers fall in love with Blackout (2021) have returned with another cozy romance. Atlanta, Georgia, is preparing for an unexpected snowstorm that threatens to ground planes and shut down roads but cannot stop love. Young scientist Stevie is dumped by her girlfriend after Stevie embarrasses her; with one last shot at forgiveness, Stevie enlists her friends to help pull off an extraordinarily grand gesture of love. While coordinating the declaration in less than ideal circumstances, Stevie’s friends also find love along the way. In this charming novel from authors who have become household names, each contribution delves into a different aspect of love. These endearing tales of interfaith relationships, second-chance-love, and the like—crafted by Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, and Nicola Yoon—are set against the picturesque backdrop of snowy Atlanta. Encapsulating love, hope, and fresh starts, this wintry story offers something for everyone and will be a must-read all year 'round, but especially on chilly days that call for something heartwarming.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Do you see this author line-up? It made Blackout a NYT best-seller. Don't expect less from this one."

979-87-656-6263-2 Wild Song Gourlay, Candy HS School Library Journal Starred Review, 02/01/25, Gr 7 Up —This companion to Bone Talk features Luki, a teenage girl of the Bontok, the indigenous Igorot people in the Philippines, in the early 20th century. Seeking to find her own identity and future in the wake of her mother's death and wanting to shed the weight of community expectations, Luki seizes an opportunity to travel to the United States as part of an exhibition of tribal people from all across the globe at the World's Fair in St. Louis. What begins as an impulsive escape from all that she has ever known becomes an adventure that reshapes Luki's ideas of friendship, freedom, family, and home. This historical fiction offers a fresh perspective on the World's Fair and the history of American imperialism. The beliefs, practices, traditions, and values of varying cultures are treated respectfully in this narrative, and it contains many vignettes that compare Igorot ways with those of Americans and Europeans at the turn of that era. The realities of race, class, and gender in this place and period of history are rendered here with words that are honest and moving without being overly emotional or moralistic. VERDICT Lovers of historical fiction will thoroughly enjoy this novel, which is recommended for all junior high and high school collections.—Kelly Kingrey-Edwards
 Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, A Filipino girl travels to America to take part in the 1904 World's Fair and finds herself confronting uncomfortable truths in this story based on real eventsIn the U.S.-controlled Philippines, 16-year-old Luki finds herself pushing against the rigid gender expectations of her Bontok community; she's a skilled hunter and has no desire to marry, although a romantic relationship has blossomed between her and childhood friend Samkad. When members of Indigenous groups, including the Bontoks, are recruited to travel to America to "live in a village built specially" for them at the St. Louis World's Fair, she jumps at the opportunity. Luki is initially awed by the grandeur of the fair and swept up into a friendship with a charismatic white American woman. But the luster begins to fade as the Filipinos are expected to perform their cultures to suit the expectations of American audiences. As Luki learns unsettling truths, she's forced to question her place in the fair-and what her life will look like when it ends. The narrative examines the exploitation of Indigenous peoples and the commodification of culture, expertly framed by the moving story of a young woman longing to pave her own path in life. This stand-alone novel revisits characters fromBone Talk (2019) and will be welcomed by fans of Gourlay's work and new readers alike.A powerful coming-of-age story exploring identity and exploitation during a little-known historical moment. (note to readers, note on terminology, historical notes, discussion questions)(Historical fiction. 13-18)

9780593191736
WISDOM TAKES WORK : LEARN. APPLY. 
REPEAT. HOLIDAY, RYAN HS No reviews-nonfiction (philosophy)

978-1-566-56015-3 Young Palestinians Speak: Living Under Occupation Robinson, Anthony and Young, AnnemarieHS
Kirkus Reviews
Children, teens, and 20-somethings, from all over Gaza Strip and the West Bank, speak in their own voices about their daily experiences of living under occupation. After explaining what the occupation is and how it affects those living under it, the authors organize the book into chapters by the places they visited: Ramallah, Jenin, Nablus, Qattana, Sebastiya, Gaza, Beit Ur, and Hebron. In each, following some background information, the young people interviewed speak for themselves. Children from Ramallah express their fear of Israeli settlers who sometimes fire bullets at them. A common sentiment is expressed by 20-year-old Muath: "It's not normal to be a prisoner in your country." Mohammed, 17, says: "I hate seeing the Wall. It's wrong; it shouldn't be there." Checkpoints and walls are a constant in the lives of Palestinian youth. A 10-year-old in Nablus is one of many who expresses the fear he feels at the sight of an Israeli soldier. What readers will discover is that these young Palestinians want the same things young people want everywhere: a stable family life, the freedom to move about their country, and a safe and secure space in which to grow up. This is these young Palestinians' story; readers interested in the Israeli perspective will need to look elsewhere. A poignant, powerful, and insightful collection of voices seldom heard. (photos, maps, timeline, references) (Nonfiction. 12-18)

School Library Journal Starred Review (6/1/17)
Gr 7 Up- number of Palestinian kids and teens discuss their hopes and dreams and what it is like living in an occupied country. An introductory chapter explains the Occupied Territories, provides an overview of the history of the Palestinian land, and explores the impact of occupation on subjects such as human rights, citizenship, education, housing, land ownership, and the economy. The authors visited or held video conferences with participants from nine Palestinian cities and villages. Their meetings took place in schools, community centers, libraries, and homes. Robinson and Young devote a chapter to each city or village. Each chapter briefly examines the area's geographic makeup, history, and location, then provides a transcript of the conversation. The kids speak about school, aspirations, family life, safety, and the difficulties of living in the Occupied Territories. Many answers are typical of young people anywhere, but most touch on the experience of living under occupation. In addition, excerpts from some of the young people's writing are included. Photographs, maps, and art are interspersed throughout, enhancing the text. Beyond the initial information in each chapter, there is very little commentary from Robinson and Young; the voices of the Palestinian youths are what drive and shape this work. A time line of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is appended, as are references for films, websites, and books. VERDICT A straightforward, compelling, and eye-opening look at life in Palestine for all nonfiction collections.Amanda MacGregor, formerly at Great River Regional Library, Saint Cloud, MN

978-1-421-57925-2 Yu-Gi-Oh! (3-In-1 Edition), 2 Takahashi, Kazuki HS
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February 2, 2026

Item: Region 10 ESC Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative 

Contact Person: Tammy Shannon

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:   � None      ☑ Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The Region 10 ESC Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative (R10MRPC) offers several 
formal, legally procured bids to assist districts with their food purchasing needs.  

Fiscal Implications:

There is no fee to join the R10MRPC. Goods procured through the co-op will be paid with 
budgeted funds.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve the Interlocal Agreement with Region 10 ESC Multi-Region Purchasing 
Cooperative as presented.
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October 10, 2025  

Re: Membership and Participation in the Region 10 ESC Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative, SY 2026-2027 

Dear Food Service Director Addressed:

Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative (hereafter “R10MRPC”) requires all Interlocal Agreements (hereafter “Agreement”) to be 
approved by each Recipient Agency’s (hereafter “RA”) Board of Directors if applicable. Completed Agreements must be submitted 
with proof of Board approval or authorized signature. The Agreement encompasses membership roles, responsibilities, and bid 
participation for the agreement term. Region 10 Education Service Center is the “Coordinating Entity and Fiscal Agent” for 
R10MRPC. 

This packet includes the Interlocal Agreement for RAs participating in the School Nutrition Programs that wish to purchase food
service products or services through the R10MRPC formally procured and awarded bids. If the RA does not plan to purchase from 
any of the awarded bids, there is no need to complete this Interlocal Agreement. 

The Interlocal Agreement (pages 3-11) is a “membership and participation” agreement that commences on July 1st and extends 
through June 30th of the following calendar year. By signing the Agreement, you agree to the General Provisions of Member Roles 
and Responsibilities with your bid participation selection(s) indicating your entity’s purchasing commitment. Members must provide 
estimated quantities for each product planned for each bid category selected. This is done through a specialized software created by 
R10MRPC called “Maestro Forecasting.” 

The Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative is fully self-funded through a Vendor Participation Fee. This fee is collected directly from 
the awarded vendors offering commercial products only. Fees are used to cover expenses related to the administration and 
operation of R10MRPC and the growth in services and benefits offered to our members. Studies indicate that school districts benefit 
through cooperative participation with considerable cost savings. While the purchasing power of the R10MRPC is significant, the 
costs of goods and services continue to rise annually. Studies prove that schools participating in a child nutrition purchasing 
cooperative receive better pricing and a higher selection of products with higher fill rates. Additional benefits of participating in the 
R10MRPC include training and technical support for child nutrition programs, compliant solicitations, and high-level customer 
service. 

Thank you for considering participating in the SY 2026-2027 with R10MRPC. If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Keri Warnick
Program Coordinator
Keri.warnick@region10.org
972.348.1448

Enclosures

ACTION REQUIRED!
Due Date: February 27, 2026
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

The following Interlocal Agreement (pages 3-11) is to be completed by 
all recipient agencies (RA) that wish to participate in Region 10 ESC 
Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative (R10MRPC) and purchase from 
formally procured bids. 

This Interlocal Agreement is a one-year agreement for the school year 
2026-2027 (July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027). If completed, a fully 
executed copy will be returned to the RA and kept on file with 
R10MRPC indefinitely.  

Each RA wishing to purchase from any procured and awarded bid must 
complete and sign all required pages. Each RA is asked to consider 
which bids best fit their needs. R10MRPC requires members to forecast 
their product and/or service needs through R10MRPC’s customized 
software before all bid renewals and new bids are released. 

The fully completed and signed Interlocal Agreement must be approved 
by your school Board of Trustees or Authorized Representative and 
returned no later than February 28, 2026. Please note that Interlocal 
Agreements received after the due date or later after bids have been 
released may not be approved due to forecasting requirements and 
procurement regulations.  

Please return pages 3-11 of the Agreement 
  

Please return pages 3-11 of the Agreement 
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Region 10 Education Service Center
Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative 
SY2 : INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

This Interlocal Agreement (hereafter the “Agreement”) is entered into by and between the agencies shown below as 
contracting parties for a single-year term, per the section entitled “Membership Term” below. The Member Recipient 

Agency (RA) is responsible for paying vendors’ invoices for goods and services purchased by the RA through the 
effective termination date. Region 10 ESC is the MRPC “Coordinating Entity and Fiscal Agent.”  

Contracting Parties 

Region 10 Education Service Center 057-950
Fiscal Agent/Coordinating Entity County District Number 

District/Recipient Agency Name (RA) RA County District Number RA ID (WBSCM Operation ID) 

STATEMENT OF SERVICE’S TO BE PERFORMED 

The Region 10 Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative (hereafter the “R10MRPC”) organizes and administers the child 
nutrition cooperative purchasing and commodity processing program for RAs in Texas. Authority for such service is 
granted by Section 8.053 of the Texas Education Code, Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, and Chapter 271, 
Subchapter F, of the Texas Local Government Code. The goal of MRPC is to obtain substantial savings on food service 
items through volume purchasing. There is no fee to join R10MRPC. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Membership is a single-year term in the R10MRPC. The R10MRPC offers a variety of formally procured bids utilizing 
the competitive requests for proposals (RFP) method to assist RAs with their fiscal budgetary needs. RAs may 
commit to any bid(s) that best fits their needs. Members’ bid selection is a commitment to purchase from the 
R10MRPC awarded vendor(s). Before releasing any formal solicitation or bid renewal, members must provide 
estimated quantities/forecasts for each product they plan to purchase on each bid selected. Currently, the following 
formally procured bids are offered: 

1. USDA Processed Foods
2. Full-Line Grocery Distributor (to include

processed commodities)
3. Manufacturer Direct-to-District Delivery

(commercial foods; approval required)
4. Small-wares
5. Kitchen Chemicals & Cleaning Products

(products only)
6. Sanitation System & Safety Training (services)

Fresh Produce & Raw Meats
Fresh Bread
Milk Full-Service Delivery
Ice Cream Novelties
Chips and Snacks
Beverages (container)
GDSN Connection Software
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LIMITATION OF AGREEMENT:   

The R10MRPC reviews this Agreement annually to ensure compliance with United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) regulations. If, following such review, the R10MRPC discovers that 
any provision contained herein is not in accordance with USDA and TDA regulations, R10MRPC will have 30 days to make 
all necessary updates and require that each participating RA sign a new Agreement. If R10MRPC does not amend the 
provision within the given timeframe, the RA may terminate this agreement on 10 days’ written notice to R10MRPC. 
Child Nutrition Federal Funds are governed by USDA and TDA regulations. EDGAR does not apply to child nutrition 
federal funds. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS:  
 

1. The Parties agree to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local statutes, ordinances, rules, and regulations 
in connection with the procurement activities and programs contemplated under this Agreement. This Agreement is 
subject to all applicable present and future valid laws governing such programs.  
  
2. This Agreement shall be governed by the law of the State of Texas and the venue for any dispute resolution shall 
be in the county where the administrative offices of Region 10 ESC are located, which is currently Dallas County, 
Texas.  
  
3. The R10MRPC reserves the right, but is not obligated, to add additional members and allow participation. Adding 
an RA may “materially change the existing contract(s)” and, thereby, require rebidding of said contract(s). 
Consequently, the RA may not be permitted to participate in those affected contracts to avoid rebidding and 
negatively impacting the membership in place at the time of the current contract(s) award. The membership of a 
new RA may become effective upon any new bids, rebids being awarded, new fiscal year, or as permitted at the sole 
discretion of the R10MRPC.  
  
4. This Agreement and any addenda executed by the parties contains the entire agreement of the Parties hereto 
concerning the matters covered by its terms, and it may not be modified in any manner without the express written 
consent of both Parties. Modifications may be required by law or regulation, which shall require action by the 
R10MRPC and the RA. Failure to act by either party, within a reasonable period, on legally required modifications 
shall constitute good cause to terminate this Agreement effective upon written notification to the other party.  
 
 5. If any term(s) or provision(s) of this Agreement are held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void, or 
unenforceable, the remainder of the provisions of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.  
 
6. The Executive Director of Region 10 ESC or his or her designee and authorized agent of the member district shall 
attempt to resolve any disputes that develop under this Agreement. If any dispute is unable to be resolved, both 
Parties agree to nonbinding mediation before either Party may resort to litigation. The selection of the mediator 
shall be mutually agreed upon, and the costs for such mediation borne equally between the Parties.  
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7. No Party to this Agreement waives or relinquishes any immunity or defense on behalf of itself, its trustees, 
directors, officers, employees, and agents, because of its execution of this Agreement or the performance of the 
functions and obligations set forth herein.  
 
8. All parts of this Agreement, when executed by both Parties, are binding upon the Parties, and may be changed 
only by written agreement executed by authorized representatives of the Parties.  
 
9. Per USDA Federal Regulations and TDA Administrator’s Reference Manual (ARM) Section 17, the R10MRPC is a 
Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Operator-Only Cooperative that is categorized as a “for-profit cooperative”. Per ARM 
Section 17, R10MRPC is required to return “unanticipated profits” to the member. This Agreement allows 
R10MRPC to deduct the cost of services from the collected vendor fees and pay any remaining amount to members 
regularly. The R10MRPC’s “profit margin”, for purposes of this Agreement, shall be defined as the revenue received 
by the R10MRPC through the charging of the vendor fees outlined in the “Membership Fees” section below minus 
the expenses to the R10MRPC to operate the cooperative. The Coordinating Entity shall retain the profit margin; 
however, any revenue received more than the profit margin (“unanticipated profit”) will be distributed to the 
R10MRPC’s participating members by the Fiscal Agent. R10MRPC is not permitted per state regulations to collect a 
profit from sales of processed commodities.  
 
R10MRPC adheres to the following rebate system. 

A. R10MRPC will collect all Vendor Participation Fees quarterly. 
B. R10MRPC does not charge a Vendor Fee to any USDA commodity processor. 
C. R10MRPC will utilize a year-end revenue report that details each participating member’s generated sales 

with each awarded vendor. 
1) R10MRPC applies an equal percentage of the operational cost to each RFP.  
2) Total overhead and expenses are calculated for each RFP based on shared percentage. 
3) Total collected revenue is calculated against shared operational costs for each RFP. Any RFP that does 

not generate enough revenue to cover the shared percentage of expenses is not eligible for a rebate. 
4) Any member purchasing USDA commodity foods through our awarded grocery distributor will receive a 

rebate of collected fees minus the shared expenses. 
5) Any member participating in bids that have an excess of fees collected beyond the shared expenses will 

receive a rebate.  
6) Rebate amounts are calculated in October once the Region 10 ESC books are closed.  
7) Rebate checks are mailed to each eligible participating member in late November or December. Checks 

include a letter with instructions about the rebate check and that it must be deposited into the child 
nutrition fund account. 

8) R10MRPC will send out an email notification to each food service director that includes the amount of 
their rebate.  

 
10. This Agreement and any modification(s) may be executed in separate copies; however, the Agreement must be 
Board of Trustee approved and physically signed by both participating parties using a “physical signature.” Electronic 
or typed signatures will not be accepted. This Agreement may be exchanged and/or transmitted electronically via 
fax or scanned email. Proof of Board approval acceptable to R10MRPC must be submitted along with a completed 
and signed Agreement. 
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Membership Term. This Agreement shall be for a one-year term unless sooner terminated per the provisions of this 
Agreement. The conditions outlined in this Agreement shall apply to this single-year term. The Agreement year for each 
purchasing cooperative program commences July 1st and will extend through June 30th of the following calendar year.  
 
Membership Fees. No membership fee shall be directly charged to participating members of the R10MRPC. 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) does not allow federal funds received by ESC Child Nutrition 
components to be used to support purchasing cooperatives. Therefore, the R10MRPC is a fully self-funded entity 
through a “Vendor Participation Fee” on all commercial sales. This fee is collected directly from the awarded vendors in 
the fixed amount of .0085 for every $1.00 of revenue. R10MRPC “does not charge” any fees to the Commodity 
Processors. All fees are used to cover expenses related to the administration, direct operation, and growth in services or 
software programs offered by the Cooperative to the members that benefit their foodservice operation. RAs, even 
though they may incur these fees indirectly, pay no direct fee to R10MRPC for participation. 
 
The parties agree that the payments under this Agreement and any related exhibits and documents are amounts that 
fairly compensate the Coordinating Entity for the services or functions to be performed under the Agreement. 
 
Authorization to Participate. The R10MRPC and each RA represent and warrant, by the execution and delivery of the 
Interlocal Agreement, that they have obtained all requisite authority through governing board action to enter and 
perform the terms of this Agreement. Proof of Board approval through Board meeting notes is accepted. If your school 
does not have a Board of Directors, the authorized representative’s signature is acceptable. 
  
Cooperation and Access. Each party agrees to cooperate with any reasonable requests for information and records 
made by the other party. Each party reserves the right to audit the relevant records of the other party during normal 
business hours. Any breach of this Article shall be considered material and shall make the Agreement subject to 
termination on ten (10) days' written notice to the RA.  
  
Primary and Secondary Contact. The RA agrees to appoint a primary and secondary contact who shall have express 
authority to represent and bind the RA, and R10MRPC will not be required to contact any other individual regarding 
program matters. Any notice to a primary or secondary contact shall be binding upon the RA. The RA reserves the right 
to change the designated contacts as needed by giving written notice to R10MRPC. Such notice is not effective until 
actual receipt by R10MRPC.  
  
Defense and Prosecution of Claims. The RA authorizes the Fiscal Agent, only concerning matters arising out of or 
contemplated by this Agreement: (1) to control the commencement, defense, intervention, or participation in a judicial, 
administrative, or other governmental proceeding; (2) to represent the R10MRPC in an arbitration, mediation, or any 
other form of alternative dispute resolution; (3) to represent the R10MRPC in any other appearance necessary to 
protect the rights of the R10MRPC relating to actions concerning any past or current, including any appearances and 
actions in litigation, claim or dispute; and (4) to engage legal counsel and appropriate experts that, in the Fiscal Agent’s 
sole discretion, will assist with such defense or prosecution of any action or claim in matters arising out of this 
Agreement.  The RA agrees that any suit brought against R10MRPC, the Fiscal Agent, or a R10MRPC or Fiscal Agent 
employee or agent may be defended in the name of R10MRPC, Region 10 Education Service Center, or the RA by the 
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counsel selected by the Fiscal Agent, in its sole discretion, or its designee, on behalf of and at the expense of the 
R10MRPC as necessary for the prosecution or defense of any litigation or claim.  Full cooperation by the RA shall be 
extended to supplying any information needed or requested by the Fiscal Agent or R10MRPC in such prosecution or 
defense. Subject to specific revocation, the RA designates the Fiscal Agent to function as a class representative on its 
behalf in matters arising from this Agreement.  

Governance. R10MRPC shall be governed by the Fiscal Agent’s Board of Trustees (hereinafter the “Board”) per 
applicable law and regulations. Procurement processes and procedures are governed by applicable laws and regulations. 

Limitations of Liability. The Fiscal Agent, its endorsers, and servicing contractors do not guarantee that the operation or 
use of R10MRPC services will be uninterrupted or error-free. The Fiscal Agent, its endorsers, and servicing contractors, 
disclaim all warranties, express or implied, regarding any information, product, or service furnished under this 
Agreement, including without limitation, any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. 
The Parties agree that regarding all causes of action arising out of or relating to this Agreement, neither Party shall be 
liable to the other under any circumstances for special, incidental, consequential, or exemplary damages, even if it has 
been advised of the possibility of such damages.  

Notice. Any written notice to the R10MRPC or the Fiscal Agent shall be made by:  first class mail, postage prepaid and 
delivered to the Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative, Region 10 Education Service Center, 400 E Spring Valley Rd, 
Richardson, TX 75081-1300; Attn: Keri Warnick (contact person); or emailed to keri.warnick@region10.org with a copy 
to sue.hayes@region10.org.  

Acceptance of USDA Foods Sent for Further Processing. The R10MRPC, through the Fiscal Agent, is granted the right to 
issue a cooperative bid/proposal (RFP) for the processing of selected USDA commodity foods donated by participating 
members. The R10MRPC, through the Fiscal Agent, is further granted the right to enter a Contract for Services with the 
commodity food processor(s) receiving the processing award(s) for agreed-upon processed end-products, to execute a 
service agreement on behalf of participating members. Participating members will have the right and responsibility to 
accept the processed end-product(s) for the life of the contract between R10MRPC, through the Fiscal Agent, and the 
processor for all commodity foods donated to, and for which processing was subsequently procured through, the 
R10MRPC. Excess commodities may be distributed according to USDA or TDA regulations and guidance.

Payment for Goods. Each Party, paying for any goods or services under this Agreement or related to this Agreement, 
must pay for such goods and services from available current revenues only.  

PARTY ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Role of the R10MRPC, through the Fiscal Agent: 
1. Provide for the organizational and administrative structure of the program.
2. Provide staff with the time necessary for the efficient operation of the program.
3. The R10MRPC shall coordinate the Competitive Procurement Process for all Awarded Contracts using the Formal

Procurement method of Requests for Proposals (RFP).
4. The R10MRPC shall follow the local, State, and Federal procurement guidelines as listed below:
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United States Department (USDA) Code of Federal Regulations (2 CFR) parts 200.318-200.327 and
Appendix II
Texas Department of Agriculture’s (TDA) Administrator’s Reference Manual (ARM) Sections 16 and 17,
17a, 17b, and 17c.
Requiring Board of Directors’ approval of all R10MRPC bid award recommendations.
Texas Education Code 44.031 relating to purchasing contracts.
Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) as the guidelines pertain to
Purchasing Cooperatives’ procuring on behalf of its RAs. EDGAR refers to and requires Child Nutrition
Food Purchasing Cooperatives to adhere to USDA Federal Regulations located at 2 CFR 200.31 -200.327.
Form 1295 will be required to be filled out and filed with the Texas Ethics Commission by all awarded
vendors and will be managed by the Fiscal Agent’s Business Office.

5. Send solicitations for the Further Processing of USDA foods to all companies found on the TDA “Approved List of
Vendors” without limitations.

6. Enter into a detailed agreement with distributors that distribute processed end-products containing USDA Foods
including language to ensure proper resolution of errors such as data, pricing, product, reports, etc.

7. Do the following regarding USDA Foods:
a. Track and assist RAs with the management of their USDA Processed Foods inventory balances to ensure

compliance with TDA and USDA Foods inventory requirements.
b. Assist RAs with Sales Verifications of end products sold through a distributor, including but not limited to

verification of rebates, discounts, and credits.
c. Provide RAs with information on commodity processing, including, but not limited to, anticipated

delivery dates, product recalls or production issues, discontinued products, and replacement
recommendations.

d. Receive quantity requests from RAs for commodity processing through district entries into the online
software and prepare appropriate quantity totals by item.

e. Provide a delivery schedule, on behalf of each RA, for all selected USDA Foods for Further Processing to
each processor and distributor based on information collected from each RA.

8. The R10MRPC assumes no responsibility for failure of delivery by vendors, however, the R10MRPC will assist all
RAs with service and product quality issues to ensure all vendors adhere to the terms and conditions of the
awarded contract.

9. Initiate and implement activities related to the bidding and vendor selection process. Competitive bidding
procedures for Texas public schools using Child Nutrition federal funds will be strictly followed.

10. Provide RAs with procedures for ordering, delivery, and billing.
11. Mediate problems/concerns between vendors and RAs.
12. Provide RAs access to all records, reports, and documents to ensure rebates, discounts and other applicable

credits will accrue to the RA.
13. Make available or provide easy access to all procurement documents created and received for each awarded

RFP and vendor, as required and in compliance with State Agency Administrative and Procurement Reviews.
14. Act ethically always and in accordance with all federal, state, and local guidelines.
15. Create an Advisory Committee to function as liaison between R10MRPC and the membership base if needed,

communicate information received from TDA to R10MRPC as necessary, and review sample products to assist in
the streamlining of offered bid awards and best products.
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Role of the RA: 

Commit to the General Provisions and Roles and Responsibilities of this Agreement by authorization of its
governing body (School Board of Trustees or Authorized Person) and by execution by an approved foodservice
employee in the appropriate spaces on  (physical signature copy must be provided to R10MRPC promptly 
following execution).
Designate primary and secondary contact .
Commit to purchasing from .
Provide an estimated quantity for each of the products planned for purchase using the required online software
Maestro Forecasting or as requested by the Program Coordinator during any single-year term of Participation. A
RA that does not forecast may place themselves at risk of not being allowed to purchase from the awarded
vendor due to material change in contract value based on adding products.
Comply with all USDA and TDA regulations.
Prepare purchase orders issued to the appropriate vendor from the official award list provided by R10MRPC.
Accept shipments of products ordered from vendors per standard purchasing procedures.
Address product warranties and product qualities with the manufacturer.
Pay vendors' net amount due within agreed-upon terms after receipt of a correct monthly statement.
Participate in bid evaluation committees for the bids that the RA is utilizing. Evaluation committee meetings will
include, but not be limited to, face-to-face group meetings, online voting, or any other form of participation as
requested by the R10MRPC.
Act ethically always and in accordance with all Federal, State, and local guidelines, as well as R10MRPC Member
Roles. The R10MRPC shares information with participating members that at times is considered confidential and
proprietary. Members may be asked to sign Non-Disclosure Agreements and agree to adhere to the terms set
forth in those agreements. Future membership in the R10MRPC may be jeopardized based on unethical handling
of sensitive R10MRPC and/or vendor information.
Attend R10MRPC meetings and training classes to stay informed of the cooperative processes and services
offered. Training classes are specific to the “tools” offered by R10MRPC. Attending meetings and classes helps
ensure your success as a participating RA in the R10MRPC.
Participate in a Member Advisory Committee when offered. The Member Advisory Committee is a small
committee of R10MRPC participating members formed every 2 years. The Advisory Committee serves as the
liaison for all participating members when a conflict or concern arises regarding R10MRPC if needed and annually 
reviews all procurement practices by the R10MRPC to ensure compliance in all areas, along with other tasks.
The following roles will apply to participating members who commit entitlement dollars for the USDA processed
commodity foods:

The RA shall access the Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) system on a regular basis to
effectively manage USDA Foods entitlement, food requests, and allocations.
The RA shall track and manage USDA Foods inventory balances to ensure compliance with TDA and USDA 
Foods inventory requirements, i.e., inventory levels shall not exceed a six (6) month supply at any given 
time; access processor tracking systems (K12 Foodservice, ProcessorLink, or other) on a regular basis; 
and report inventory issues to R10MRPC.
The RA shall conduct Sales Verifications of end-products sold through a distributor, t verification of
rebates, discounts, and credits.
The RA shall maintain copies of the original Label from the product, carton; or a photograph of label as it
appears on the original product carton if available.
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BID PARTICIPATION SELECTIONS for SY 202 -202  

The following Bid Participation agreement, as an integrated part of the Agreement, is entered into by and between the 
District/RA, as indicated below, and Region 10 Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative (R10MRPC) for participation in one 
or more of the R10MRPC awarded bids. This agreement is a single-term agreement effective July 1, 2026, through June 
30, 2027. 

The R10MRPC formally procures competitive RFPs (Request for Proposals) on behalf of all participating members. Each 
member is required to complete this Bid Participation Agreement and forecast all products planned for purchase when 
required if they wish to utilize the R10MRPC awarded bids during the term of this agreement. 

To help the R10MRPC represent the most accurate information to potential bidders, please place a check mark to the 
left of each bid listed below from which you “plan” to purchase during the SY 2026-2027. Each RFP is explained on the 
next page to assist you in the best decision as to which bid(s) best fits your needs. The R10MRPC does not guarantee 
that any item will be purchased, however, members should seriously consider each selected bid as member forecasting 
of each product planned on each selected bid is required prior to the release of a new bid or renewal bid.  

Please provide us with your district's main address as listed on your website or in the directory: 

District Name Campus/Bldg. Name 

Street Number & Name City State Zip Code 

Full-Line Grocery, NOI/FFS Distributor Chips & Snacks 

USDA Foods For Further Processing  

Milk: Full-Service Delivery Small Wares 

Fresh Bread Kitchen Chemicals & Cleaning Supplies 

Ice Cream Novelties Sanitation Systems & Safety Training 

Beverages (container) GDSN Connection Software

Manufacturer Direct-to-District (commercial 
foods) – requires MRPC approval 
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Bids Overview 
 
Each year awarded bids are either renewed, if options are available, or released as new based on factors such as no 
remaining renewal options, material change in contract value, growth in cooperative membership participation, too 
many discontinuations or new items to consider, or restructuring of the areas to be serviced in the cooperative. The 
following is the list of RFPs that will be offered in SY26-27 and information if they will be new or renewed. 

 
 

Bid Category Bid Description Current 
RFP # 

Bid Status 
for SY26-
27

Vendors To 
Be Renewed 

Contract 
Year in 
SY26-27

Beverages - Container Drinks in containers such 
as Coke, Dr Pepper, 
Gatorade, Water, that 
meet Smart Snack 
and/or used for before 
or after school events if 
managed by foodservice 

2022-
01-12 

Renewal Coca Cola; Dr 
Pepper; 
Master's 
Distribution 

5 of 5

Chips & Snacks Smart Snack approved 
chips and snacks for a' la 
carte sales

2022-
02-13 

Renewal Master's 
Distribution 

5 of 5

Fresh Bread Direct delivery from 
bread vendor to 
campuses. Fresh bread 
products 

2023-02 Renewal Bimbo Bakery, 
Flowers 
Bakery 

4 of 5

Fresh Produce & Raw 
Meats 

Fresh produce and raw 
meat; produce held to 
monthly market price 

2023-04 Renewal Brother's Food 
Service; 
Farmers 
Market Ft 
Worth; R Craig 
Stephens; 
Walnut Creek 
Farms; 
Hardie’s; 
Freshpoint 

4 of 5

Full-Line Grocery, NOI & 
FFS Distributor 

Main-line distributor of 
commercial foods, 
processed commodity 
foods, fresh produce, 
and non-food 
foodservice items. 

TBD New  1st 

Ice Cream Frozen Ice Cream 
novelties, delivered 
directly from vendor, 
smart snack compliant 

TBD New Bid  1st 
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Bid Category Bid Description RFP #
in 
SY26-
27 

Will This 
Bid Be 
Renewed?

Vendors To 
Be Renewed

Contract 
Year in 
SY25-26

Kitchen Chemicals & 
Cleaning Supplies

Kitchen and cafeteria 
cleaning supplies such as 
chemicals, mops, gloves, 
as well as testing kits, 
etc.

2022-08 Renewal Complete 
Supply, Eco 
Lab, Kirby 

5 of 5

Manufacturer Direct-to-
District 

Direct delivery in bulk
quantities to approved 
RAs of commercial foods 
only. Must have a 
loading dock, ability to 
unload the truck and 
large storage areas.

TBD New  1st 

Milk - Full-Service
Delivery 

Milk delivery, rotation
and restock of needed 
products. 

2025-01 Renewal Oak Farms, 
Gandy’s, 
Hiland 

2 of 5

Sanitation Systems & 
Safety Training 

Sanitation System, 
monthly visit from rep to 
restock needed 
sanitation products; staff 
training and safety 
training classes available 

TBD New  1st 

Small Wares All types of small wares 
for foodservice needs 

2022-09 Renewal Ace Mart, Sam 
Tell & Son, 
Strategic 
Equipment 

5 of 5

USDA Foods for Further 
Processing 

Processed USDA foods 
received through direct 
delivery, distributor, or 
contracted warehouse

2025-20 New Multiple 
processors  

1st 

Software Services GDSN Connection 
Software Service: 
Connect to product data 
in the Global Data 
Synchronization 
Network (GDSN) through 
an online software 
platform. 

2024-01 Renewal inTEAM 
Associates 

3 of 5

Kitchen Equipment Repair 
Services 

Repair services for 
multiple types of 
commercial equipment. 

2025-02 Renewal Multiple 
Vendors 

2 of 5
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Region 10 Education Service Center
Multi-Region Purchasing Cooperative

Multi-Region Purchasing 
Cooperative

Cooperative Advisory
Council 

(Voluntary Members)

Regional
ESC 

Contacts/CN Specialists

Participating Contracting 
Entities 

Evaluation Committees –
All Bids

(voluntary but highly
recommended)
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Contract with Bell County Office of Elections Administration for Election Services 
for the May 2, 2026, Trustee Election

Contact Person: Malinda Golden

Presented for: Action  ☒      Report Only  ☐

Supporting Documents: None  ☐     Attached  ☒     Provided Later  ☐

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the 
BISD Vision.

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The Bell County Office of Elections Administration has provided a contract for election 
services for the May 2, 2026 trustee election. The proposed contract is attached which 
includes, but is not limited to, rental of voting equipment, programming, election supplies, 
technical support and repairs. Belton ISD will be responsible for all other aspects of 
administering the election to include preparation and publication of orders/notices, ballot 
language and election workers.

Fiscal Implications:

Belton ISD will be responsible for its specific contracted expenses as well as pro-rata 
share of the total of all costs incurred by Bell County in connection with services of 
elections of other entities held at the same time, as planned for in the 2025-2026 budget. 

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve contract with Bell County for election services as presented.
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Bell County 
The Office of Elections Administration 
Dr. Desi Roberts, Elections Administrator 550 E. 2nd Ave 

P.O. Box 1629 
Belton, Texas 76513 

254.933.5774 

Fax 254.933.6754 

Elections@BellCounty.Texas.gov 

Voter.Registration@BellCounty.Texas.gov 

1 

CONTRACT ELECTION SERVICES FOR MAY 2, 2026 (CITY AND SCHOOLS) ELECTIONS 

THIS Contract for Election Services is between the Bell County Elections Administrator and political subdivisions, namely 

( Belton Independent School District) located entirely or partially inside the boundaries of the Bell County Elections Department. 

This is a General Service Contract that can be customized with specific details if both parties agree to certain required election 

services. This Contract is made pursuant to Texas Election Code Sections 31.092 and 281.002 and Texas Education Code 

Section 11.0581 for an election to be held on May 2, 2026, and administered by the specific political subdivision with requested 

services from Dr. Desi Roberts, Bell County Elections Administrator. This Contract supersedes any prior contracts or agreements 

for election services between the Participating Authority and the Bell County Elections Department. Participating Authorities 

who desire to utilize Bell County Elections Services shall return this contract-signed application for the Political Subdivision 

Election outlining specific requests on or before February 3, 2026. Send all documents to 

jeannette.compean@bellcounty.texas.gov and desi.roberts@bellcounty.texas.gov. Throughout this period, open accessibility and 

communication shall be maintained. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, each Participating Authority holding an election on May 2, 2026; 

WHEREAS, Bell County owns an electronic voting system, the Election System and Software (ES&S) EVS 6110 voting 

system, which includes the DS200 precinct scanner, and the ExpressVote ballot marking device and has been duly approved by the 

Secretary of State pursuant to Texas Election Code Chapter 122 as amended, and is compliant with the accessibility requirements for 

persons with disabilities set forth by Texas Election Code Section 61.012. The Participating Authorities desire to use Bell County’s 

electronic voting system, to compensate Bell County for such use, and to share in certain other expenses connected with the elections 

in accordance with the applicable provisions of Chapters 31 and 281 of the Texas Election Code, and Health and Safety Code, 

respectively as amended, and 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, agreements, and benefits to the parties, IT IS AGREED as 

follows: 

I. ADMINISTRATION

The Participating Authorities agree to hold their respective Elections with the services requested from the Bell County 

Elections Department, in accordance with applicable provisions of the Texas Election Code and this Contract. The Participating 

Authorities coordinate, supervise, and operate all aspects of administering the Election. The Elections Administrator’s services may 

include voting equipment rental, ballot/equipment programming (if contracted), supplies, repairs, and technical support. The List of 

Registered Voters will be provided at no cost. 

It is understood that other political subdivisions and districts may wish to participate in the use of Bell County’s electronic 

voting system, and it is agreed that the Elections Administrator may enter into other contracts for election services for those purposes, 

on terms and conditions generally similar to those outlined in this Contract. The Elections Administrator will provide voter registration 

checks and similar support to the polling sites.  

Pursuant to Chapter 271 of the Texas Election Code, it authorizes any two or more entities in the same county to enter into a 

joint election agreement.  Therefore, the school district may have a joint election agreement with a city or other authorized partner that 

is only partially contained within the district. Hence, the Elections Administrator will evaluate each political subdivision or district's 

request for service and, if necessary, provide the department’s limitations on fulfilling services or operations, if applicable.  
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II. LEGAL DOCUMENTS

Each Participating Authority shall be responsible for preparing, adopting, and publishing all required election orders, 

resolutions, notices, and other pertinent documents required by the Texas Election Code and/or the Participating Authority’s governing 

body, charter, or ordinances. All timelines and deadlines outlined in the Election Law Calendar will be enforced. Additionally, each 

entity acknowledges the Elections Administrator’s established timeframe as a condition for participation.  

Preparation of the necessary materials for notices and the official ballot language shall be the responsibility of each Participating 

Authority, including providing the text in English and Spanish. Each Participating Authority shall give a copy of its respective election 

orders and notices to the Elections Administrator. The Elections Administrator will proceed with programming or other requirements 

without Participating Authorities who fail to meet established deadlines.  

III. NONPERFORMANCE

The Elections Administrator will inform each Participating Authority of any concerns or deficiencies in their obligations 

under this Contract. The Elections Administrator may set a reasonable period to cure or obtain adequate assurance that any such issues 

or deficiencies will be promptly addressed and corrected. 

The Participating Authority’s failure to cure problems or deficiencies related to its obligations, duties, and responsibilities per 

all terms and conditions of this Agreement will be considered in any future contracts with the Elections Administrator. Any 

Participating Authority failing to perform will reimburse the Elections Administrator for additional costs and expenses to Bell 

County, including all costs associated with interference in conducting the election. 

IV. VOTING LOCATIONS

The Participating Authority is responsible for all aspects of its voting location. Voting locations shall comply with the 

accessibility requirements established by Election Code Section 43.034 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

V. ELECTION JUDGES, CLERKS, AND OTHER ELECTION PERSONNEL

The Elections Administrator may provide election training for election workers. The Participating Authority will take the 

necessary steps to ensure that all election judges appointed for the Election are eligible to serve and meet the eligibility requirements 

in Subchapter C of Chapter 32 of the Texas Election Code. 

The Elections Administrator may employ other personnel necessary to support the election, including part-time help, who 

will be compensated at the hourly rate set by Bell County in accordance with Election Code Sections 32.091, 32.092, 83.052, and 

87.005, and reimbursed by the Participating Authorities. 

Per Sec. 31.098 of the Texas Election Code, the Elections Administrator is authorized to contract with third persons for 

election services and supplies. The Elections Administrator will pay the actual cost of such third-person services and supplies and will 

be reimbursed by the Participating Authorities. 

VI. PREPARATION OF SUPPLIES AND VOTING EQUIPMENT

The Elections Administrator shall arrange with the Participating Authority for all contracted voting equipment, including, but 

not limited to, Bell County’s electronic voting system and voter registration lists. The Elections Administrator will conduct internal 

testing of the electronic equipment; this test shall not replace the requirement outlined by Chapters 128 and 129 of the Texas Election 

Code. 285

mailto:Elections@BellCounty.Texas.gov
mailto:Voter.Registration@BellCounty.Texas.gov


Bell County 
The Office of Elections Administration 
Dr. Desi Roberts, Elections Administrator 550 E. 2nd Ave 

P.O. Box 1629 
Belton, Texas 76513 

254.933.5774 

Fax 254.933.6754 

Elections@BellCounty.Texas.gov 

Voter.Registration@BellCounty.Texas.gov 

3 

The Elections Administrator may agree to conduct internal equipment testing and programming and to receive reimbursement 

for ordering election programs for Participating Authorities. The Participating Authority shall conduct the Public Logic and Accuracy 

testing outlined in the Texas Election Code with assistance from the Elections Administrator. 

VII. EARLY VOTING

The Participating Authorities are responsible for all aspects of conducting Early Voting in accordance with the Texas 

Election Code. The Elections Administrator may receive applications for Early Voting ballots to be voted by mail per Chapters 

31 and 86 of the Texas Election Code. Any requests for Early Voting ballots to be voted by mail will be forwarded to the 

Participating Authorities immediately for processing. 

VIII. EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD

The Participating Authorities shall be responsible for all aspects of the Early Voting Ballot Board (EVBB) to process Absentee 

and Provisional Ballots. 

IX. CENTRAL COUNTING STATION AND ELECTION RETURNS

The Elections Administrator will not establish or operate a central counting station; therefore, participating Authorities will 

be responsible for tabulating and accumulating vote totals. 

X. PARTICIPATING AUTHORITIES WITH TERRITORY OUTSIDE BELL COUNTY

Bell County Elections will consider conducting elections in territories outside of Bell County on a case-by-case basis. 

XI. RUNOFF ELECTIONS

Each Participating Authority shall have the option of extending the terms of this Contract through its runoff election, if 

applicable. In the event of such a runoff election, the terms of this Contract shall automatically extend unless the Participating 

Authority notifies the Elections Administrator in writing within three business days of the original election. 

XII. ELECTION EXPENSES AND ALLOCATION OF COSTS

Charges. In consideration of the election services provided hereunder by the Elections Administrator, the Participating

Authorities will be charged a share of the election service costs, excluding the voting equipment lease.

a) Election Costs. Each Participating Authority’s share of election costs will be a pro-rata share of the total of all costs

incurred by the Elections Administrator in connection with the services of elections of other entities held at the same

time as the election, i.e., (Technicians, hot spot devices, equipment delivery, printing supplies, etc.).

b) Each Participating Authority will be responsible for its specific contracted expenses (equipment rentals or any other

negotiated service)

c) Lease of Voting Equipment. Per Texas Election Code Section 123.032(d), the Bell County Commissioners Court has

established the following prices for leasing county-owned voting equipment:

• $20.00 per day ExpressVote Ballot Marking Device

• $20.00 per day DS200 Precinct Scanner

• $20.00 per day Electronic pollbook.

The Elections Administrator shall deposit all funds payable under this Contract into the appropriate fund(s) within the Bell 

County treasury in accordance with Election Code Section 31.100. 
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XIII. WITHDRAWAL FROM CONTRACT DUE TO CANCELLATION OF ELECTION

Any Participating Authority may withdraw from this Contract for Election service should it cancel its election in accordance 

with Sections 2.051 - 2.053 of the Texas Election Code. Election services are contingent only on a direct contract with the Elections 

Administrator. 

XIV. RECORDS OF THE ELECTION

The Participating Authority shall designate a general custodian of the voted ballots and all records of the Election as 

authorized by Section 281.010 of the Texas Election Code. 

XV. RECOUNTS OR CONTESTED ELECTION

The Elections Administrator agrees to provide advisory services to each Participating Authority as necessary to conduct a 

proper recount.  

XVI. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

1. The Elections Administrator shall file copies of this document with the Bell County Treasurer and the Bell County Auditor in

accordance with Section 31.099 of the Texas Election Code.

2. Nothing in this Contract prevents any party from taking appropriate legal action against any other party and/or other election

personnel for a breach of this Contract or a violation of the Texas Election Code.

3. This Contract shall be designed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, and all obligations of the parties created

hereunder are performable in Bell County, Texas.

4. If one or more of the provisions contained in this Contract shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable

in any respect, such invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision hereof. This Contract shall

be construed as if such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision had never been contained herein.

5. All parties shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and codes of the State of Texas, all local governments, and any

other entities with local jurisdiction.

6. The waiver by any party of a breach of any provision of this Contract shall not operate as or be construed as a waiver of any

subsequent breach.

7. Any amendments to this Contract shall be of no effect unless in writing and signed by all parties hereto.

8. Participating Authority agrees to act in good faith in the performance of this agreement and shall immediately contact and

notify the Elections Administrator of any potential problems or issues relevant to the subject matter of this Contract.

9. The Elections Administrator will host a May election planning meeting for all participating entities in February 2026.
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XVII. COST ESTIMATES AND DEPOSIT OF FUNDS

The Elections Administrator will attach an itemized invoice to this Contract based on the expenses directly attributable to the

services the Elections Administrator provides. 

XVIII. SIGNATURE PAGE

WITNESS BY MY HAND THIS THE DAY OF , 2026. 

ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR: 

Dr. Desi Roberts, Elections Administrator 

WITNESS BY MY HAND THIS THE  DAY OF  , 2026. 

PARTICIPATING AUTHORITY: Name of Participating Authority: 

(By)Printed Name: 

Signature/Title:  
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TO: Participating Entities 

FROM: Bell County Elections Administrator 

RE: Estimated cost for May 2, 2026, Uniform Elections 

DATE: 12.17.2025 

ITEMIZED EXPENSES 

Description Unit Price Amount 

Administrative Fee 10% $ 

Poll Presiding and Alternate Judges 

Poll Workers (Clerks) 

Technicians (if requested) 5 x ($15 avg((OT)). x 20 Hrs. $ 1500.00 (CS) 

Polling Site Rental N/A $ 00 

Public L&A Test legal notice publication N/A $ 00 

Equipment Delivery 4 x $30 avg. X 8 hours $ 960.00 (CS) 

ELECTION EQUIPMENT 

Use of DS850 tabulating equipment as per TEC Sec.’s 214.044, 215.002 

Hot Spot Cards ($50 x ePollbooks) $ 50.00 each $ TBD 

ELECTION PROGRAMMING (for 625 election equipment) REQUESTS 

Candidate/Responses @ $8.40 

ExpressVote ENG Candidates / Yes-No @ $10.75 

ExpressVote ENG Contest/Issues @ $17.85 

ExpressVote SPA Candidates / Yes-No @ $10.75 

ExpressVote SPA Contest/Issues @ $17.85 

Media Burn: Flashcards @ 5.00 each (250) $ 7000.00 TBD 

ExpressVote ENG/SPA Props/Amends @ $42.10 

Use of DS200 (without programming) $ 20.00 each (per day)( ) 

Use of Electronic Poll Books (without programming) $ 20.00 each (per day)( ) 

Use of ExpressVote (without programming) $ 20.00 each (per day)( ) 

Technical Support (2 days) (ES&S) for Central Count Station 

BALLOTS REQUESTS 

Official Election Day Ballots - Absentee $ 0.26 ( ) TBD 

Official Election Day Ballots - Election Day $ 0.26 ( ) TBD 

Official Election Day Ballots - Coding $ 0.26 ( ) TBD 

Official Election Day Ballots - Sample $ 0.26 ( ) TBD 

Official Election Day Ballots - Test $ 0.26 ( ) TBD 

Printing Supplies (Outsource) $ 300.00 $ 300.00 (CS) 

Ballot Card Stock (0.1050 per) EV: ED: TBD 

Flat Fee for Supply Kits (EV: 7, ED: 42) $25 $ TBD 

Elections Sites Supply Kits (EV: $70 x # of sites &  ED: $70 x # of sites) $ TBD 

Postage for Ballot By Mail 00 $ 00 

Shipping & Handling $ 700.00 $ 700.00 (CS) 

Amount Due $ TBD 

CS: Cost Sharing with all Entities; TBD: To be determined (quantity based on ballot requirement) 
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

January 26, 2026

Item: Change Order #2 with Core Construction for the Lake Belton Middle School 
bond project.

Contact Person: Michael Morgan

Presented for: ☑ Action  Report Only

Supporting Documents:  None ☑ Attached  Provided Later

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The Board approved Core Construction as the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for 
the construction management of the Lake Belton MS bond project at the September 19, 
2022 Board meeting.

Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 1 (GMP#1) of $3,552,863 for early release and long lead items 
was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the April 17, 2023 Board 
meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 2 (GMP#2) of $7,852,796 for construction of 
the project was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the May 
15, 2023 Board meeting.

Change Order No. 1 was approved by the Board at the May 13, 2024 Board Meeting.  
Change Order No.1 reduced the GMP in the amount of $415,000.00.  

Change Order No. 2 is now presented for Board approval.  Change Order No.2 further 
reduces the GMP in the amount of $153,164.36 for a final total construction cost of 
$10,837,494.64. 

Approval of this change order will release the currently encumbered funds for this project 
and return the funds to the 2022 Bond Program to be used on other 2022 Bond projects.

Fiscal Implications:

The project is funded through 2022 bond funds.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve Change Order No. 2, reducing the contract sum by -$153,164.36, and authorize 
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the Superintendent to execute this change order document as presented.
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

January 26, 2026

Item: Acceptance and Close-out of the Lake Belton Middle School 2022 Bond Project and 
Approval of Final Payment

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action  Report Only

Supporting Documents:  None ☑  Attached  Provided Later

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the BISD 
vision.

Background Information:

Board Policy CV(LOCAL) provides that the District shall not make final payments for construction 
or supervision of construction until the work has been completed and the Board has accepted the 
work.

The Board approved Core Construction as the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the 
construction management of the Lake Belton MS bond project at the September 19, 2022 Board 
meeting.

Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 1 (GMP#1) of $3,552,863 for early release and long lead items 
was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the April 17, 2023 Board 
meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 2 (GMP#2) of $7,852,796 for construction of the project 
was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the May 15, 2023 Board 
meeting.

Change Order No. 1 was approved by the Board at the May 13, 2024 Board Meeting.  This 
Change Order reduced the GMP in the amount of $415,000.00.  Change Order No. 2 will be 
presented for Board approval at the January 26, 2026 Board meeting.  Change Order No.2 further 
reduces the GMP in the amount of $153,164.36 for a final total construction cost of 
$10,837,494.64. 

The Certificate of Substantial Completion dated 08/14/2024, was executed by the contractor, 
architect, and owner. The Certificate of Occupancy was received and dated 08/14/2024. Close-
out documents, warranties, lien waivers, consent of surety for final payment, Operations 
Maintenance Manuals, and the final pay application have been received.

Fiscal Implications:
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This project is funded through 2022 bond funds.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Recommend acceptance and close-out of the Lake Belton Middle School 2022 bond project 
and release the final payment of $841,040.70 to Core Construction as presented.
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

January 26, 2026

Item: Change Order #3 with Core Construction for the Southwest Elementary 
School 2022 Bond project.

Contact Person: Michael Morgan

Presented for: ☑ Action  Report Only

Supporting Documents:  None ☑ Attached  Provided Later

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

The Board approved Core Construction as the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for 
the construction management of the Southwest ES bond project at the September 19, 
2022 Board meeting.

Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 1 (GMP#1) of $1,085,116 for demolition, earthwork, and 
site utility work was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the April 
17, 2023 Board meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 2 (GMP#2) of $4,152,838 for 
concrete, steel, and roofing work was proposed by Core Construction and approved by 
the Board at the May 15, 2023 Board meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 3 
(GMP#3) of $10,749,004 for all remaining scope of work was proposed by Core 
Construction and approved by the Board at the June 12, 2023 Board meeting.

Change Order No. 1 was approved by the Board at the May 13, 2024 Board Meeting.  This 
Change Order reduced the GMP in the amount of $250,000.00.  Change Order No. 2 was 
approved by the Board at the June 16, 2025 Board meeting.  Change Order No. 2 reduced 
the GMP in the amount of $1,000.000.00.  

Change Order No. 3 is presented for Board approval at this time. Change Order No.3 further 
reduces the GMP in the amount of $682,891.00 for a final total construction cost of 
$14,054,067.00. 

Approval of this change order will release the currently encumbered funds for this project 
and return the funds to the 2022 Bond Program to be used on other 2022 Bond projects.

Fiscal Implications:

The project is funded through 2022 bond funds.
298



Administrative Recommendation(s):

Approve Change Order No. 3, reducing the contract sum by -$682,891.00 and authorize 
the Superintendent to execute the change order document as presented.

299



Document G701® – 2017
Change Order

AIA Document G701 – 2017. Copyright © 1979, 1987, 2000 , 2001 and 2017. All rights reserved. “The American Institute of Architects,” “American Institute of
Architects,” “AIA,” the AIA Logo, and “AIA Contract Documents” are trademarks of The American Institute of Architects. This document was produced at 10:51:02
CST on 01/16/2026 under Subscription No.20240080105 which expires on 11/19/2026, is not for resale, is licensed for one-time use only, and may only be used
in accordance with the AIA Contract Documents® Terms of Service. To report copyright violations, e-mail docinfo@aiacontracts.com.
User Notes: (6967a956011a16918fb665aa)

1

PROJECT: (Name and address) CONTRACT INFORMATION: CHANGE ORDER INFORMATION:
2022 Building Program - Southwest
Elementary School

Contract For: General Construction Change Order Number: 003

611 Saunders St.
Belton, TX 76513

Date: 07-01-2023 Date: 01-16-2026

OWNER: (Name and address) ARCHITECT: (Name and address) CONTRACTOR: (Name and address)
Belton Independent School District PBK CORE Construction Services of TX, Inc.
400 N. Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513

6300 Bridge Point Pkwy, Suite 1-350
Austin, Texas 78730

6320 Research Rd.
Frisco, Texas 75033

THE CONTRACT IS CHANGED AS FOLLOWS:
(Insert a detailed description of the change and, if applicable, attach or reference specific exhibits. Also include agreed upon
adjustments attributable to executed Construction Change Directives.)
Deduct change for unspent Allowances and Contingency, Buyout Savings remaining, adjustment to General Conditions costs, and
adjustment to CM fee as follows:

Allowance & Contingency                                $       (58,400.00)
Buyout Savings Remaining                               $     (398,981.00)
Adjustment to General Conditions Costs          $     (150,780.00)
Adjustment to CM Fee                                      $       (74,730.00)

The original Guaranteed Maximum Price was $ 15,986,958.00
The net change by previously authorized Change Orders $ (1,250,000.00)
The Guaranteed Maximum Price prior to this Change Order was $ 14,736,958.00
The Guaranteed Maximum Price will be decreased by this Change Order in the amount of $ (682,891.00)
The new Guaranteed Maximum Price including this Change Order will be $ 14,054,067.00

The Contract Time will be unchanged by Zero (0) days.
The new date of Substantial Completion will be  unchanged.

NOTE: This Change Order does not include adjustments to the Contract Sum or Guaranteed Maximum Price, or the Contract Time,
that have been authorized by Construction Change Directive until the cost and time have been agreed upon by both the Owner and
Contractor, in which case a Change Order is executed to supersede the Construction Change Directive.

NOT VALID UNTIL SIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT, CONTRACTOR AND OWNER.

/s1/

ARCHITECT (Signature)

(Printed name, title, and license
number if required)

/d1/

Date

/s2/

CONTRACTOR (Signature)

(Printed name and title)

/d2/

Date

/s3/

OWNER (Signature)

(Printed name and title)

/d3/

Date

Luis Salazar, Principal

01/16/2026

Chris Brown, Project Director

1-19-26
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Belton Independent School District 

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item 

January 26, 2026

Item: Acceptance and Close- out of the Southwest Elementary School 2022 Bond Project 
and Approval of Final Payment

Contact Person: Melissa Lafferty

Presented for: ☑ Action  Report Only

Supporting Documents:  None ☑  Attached  Provided Later

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the BISD 
vision.

Background Information:

Board Policy CV(LOCAL) provides that the District shall not make final payments for 
construction or supervision of construction until the work has been completed and the Board 
has accepted the work.

The Board approved Core Construction as the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the 
construction management of the Southwest Elementary bond project at the September 19, 
2022 Board meeting.

Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 1 (GMP#1) of $1,085,116 for demolition, earthwork, and site utility 
work was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the April 17, 2023 Board 
meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 2 (GMP#2) of $4,152,838 for concrete, steel, and 
roofing work was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at the May 15, 
2023 Board meeting.  Guaranteed Maximum Price No. 3 (GMP#3) of $10,749,004 for all 
remaining scope of work was proposed by Core Construction and approved by the Board at 
the June 12, 2023 Board meeting.

Change Order No. 1 was approved by the Board at the May 13, 2024 Board Meeting.  This 
Change Order reduced the GMP in the amount of $250,000.00.  Change Order No. 2 was 
approved by the Board at the June 16, 2025 Board meeting.  Change Order No. 2 reduced the 
GMP in the amount of $1,000.000.00.  Change Order No. 3 will be presented for Board approval 
at the January 26, 2026 Board meeting.  Change Order No.3 further reduces the GMP in the 
amount of $682,891.00 for a final total construction cost of $14,054,067.00. 

The Certificate of Substantial Completion dated 08/14/2024, was executed by the contractor, 
architect, and owner. The Certificate of Occupancy was received and dated 08/14/2024. Close-
out documents, warranties, lien waivers, consent of surety for final payment, Operations 
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Maintenance Manuals, and the final pay application have been received.

Fiscal Implications:

This project is funded through 2022 bond funds.

Administrative Recommendation(s):

Recommend acceptance and close-out of the Southwest Elementary 2022 bond project and 
release the final payment of $959,894.00 to Core Construction as presented.
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Belton Independent School District

Board of Trustee Meeting Agenda Item

February 2, 2026

Item: Policy Update 126 – 2nd Reading

Contact Person: Dr. Malinda Golden

Presented for: ☑ Action      � Report Only 

Supporting Documents:  �  None      ☑   Attached     � Provided Later  

District Goal or Objective Addressed:

Goal 1: Strengthen and support the engagement of all stakeholders in the pursuit of the BISD 
vision.

Goal 5: Maximize our use of resources for both current priorities and plans for the future.

Background Information:

Update 126 includes 28 (LOCAL) policy recommendations to address legislative changes 
and revisions based on updates to the Texas Administrative Code.

No local changes are proposed to the eight (LOCAL) policies identified here. These policies 
underwent 1st reading at the Policy Committee Meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2026. 

1. CJ(LOCAL) Contracted Services

2. CJA(LOCAL) Contracted Services Background Checks

3. DBD(LOCAL) Employment Requirements

4. DEC(LOCAL) Compensation & Benefits

5. DFBB(LOCAL) Term Contracts

6. DH(LOCAL) Employee Standards of Conduct

7. FFB(LOCAL) Student Welfare, Crisis Intervention

8. GF(LOCAL) Public Complaints

Fiscal Implications:

None.

Administrative Recommendation(s):
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The Administration recommends that the Board approve the revised (LOCAL) policies as 
presented.
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Belton ISD
014903

CONTRACTED SERVICES CJ
(LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  1 of 1
UPDATE 126
CJ(LOCAL)-A

Adopted:

No District employee shall assist a contractor or agent of the 
District or of any other school district in obtaining a new job if the 
employee knows, or has probable cause to believe, that the 
contractor or agent engaged in sexual misconduct regarding a 
minor or student in violation of the law. Routine transmission of an 
administrative file does not violate this prohibition. 

No District contractor or agent shall assist an employee, contractor, 
or agent of the District or of any other school district in obtaining a 
new job if the contractor or agent knows, or has probable cause to 
believe, that the individual engaged in sexual misconduct regarding 
a minor or student in violation of the law. Routine transmission of 
an administrative or personnel file does not violate this prohibition.

[See also DC for prohibitions relating to employees.]

A District contractor is prohibited from intentionally or knowingly 
engaging in or assigning to another individual instruction, 
guidance, activities, or programming prohibited by law [see 
EMB(LEGAL)]. Violation of this policy shall result in termination of 
the contract. A District contractor shall be permitted to appeal this 
action in accordance with GF(LOCAL).

A contract is subject to termination if the District contractor 
intentionally or knowingly:

• Engages in diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) duties.

• Assigns to another individual DEI duties.

A District contractor shall be permitted to appeal this action in 
accordance with GF(LOCAL).

[See BT(LEGAL)]

Employment 
Assistance 
Prohibited

Prohibited 
Classroom 
Instruction or 
Activities

Prohibition on 
Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion 
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Belton ISD  
014903  
  
CONTRACTED SERVICES CJ 
 (LOCAL) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 110/31/201728/2025   ADOPTED:Adopted: 1 of 1 
UPDATE 107126  
CJ(LOCAL)-A  

 

No District employee shall assist a contractor or agent of the Dis-
trict or of any other school district in obtaining a new job if the em-
ployee knows, or has probable cause to believe, that the contractor 
or agent engaged in sexual misconduct regarding a minor or stu-
dent in violation of the law. Routine transmission of an administra-
tive file does not violate this prohibition.  

No District contractor or agent shall assist an employee, contractor, 
or agent of the District or of any other school district in obtaining a 
new job if the contractor or agent knows, or has probable cause to 
believe, that the individual engaged in sexual misconduct regarding 
a minor or student in violation of the law. Routine transmission of 
an administrative or personnel file does not violate this prohibition. 

[See also DC for prohibitions relating to employees.] 

A District contractor is prohibited from intentionally or knowingly en-
gaging in or assigning to another individual instruction, guidance, 
activities, or programming prohibited by law [see EMB(LEGAL)]. Vi-
olation of this policy shall result in termination of the contract. A 
District contractor shall be permitted to appeal this action in ac-
cordance with GF(LOCAL). 

A contract is subject to termination if the District contractor inten-
tionally or knowingly: 

• Engages in diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) duties. 

• Assigns to another individual DEI duties. 

A District contractor shall be permitted to appeal this action in ac-
cordance with GF(LOCAL). 

[See BT(LEGAL)] 

Employment 
Assistance 
Prohibited 

Prohibited 
Classroom 
Instruction or 
Activities 

Prohibition on 
Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion  
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Belton ISD
014903

CONTRACTED SERVICES CJA
CRIMINAL HISTORYBACKGROUND CHECKS AND REQUIRED 
REPORTING

(LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 710/5/201828/2025  1 of 1
UPDATE 111126
CJA(LOCAL)-A

ADOPTED:Adopted:

In an emergency due to a health or safety concern, a reasonably 
unforeseeable situation, or other exigent circumstance, the District 
employee who is in charge of the facility shall be authorized to 
determine whether an employee of a contracting or subcontracting 
entity who does not have the required criminal history record 
information (CHRI) review or who has a disqualifying conviction will 
be permitted to enter a District facility.

If allowed to enter the facility, the employee of the contracting or 
subcontracting entity shall be accompanied by a District employee 
at all times.

Emergencies
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Belton ISD  
014903  
  
CONTRACTED SERVICES CJA 
BACKGROUND CHECKS AND REQUIRED REPORTING (LOCAL) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025   Adopted: 1 of 1 
UPDATE 126  
CJA(LOCAL)-A  

 

In an emergency due to a health or safety concern, a reasonably 
unforeseeable situation, or other exigent circumstance, the District 
employee who is in charge of the facility shall be authorized to de-
termine whether an employee of a contracting or subcontracting 
entity who does not have the required criminal history record in-
formation (CHRI) review or who has a disqualifying conviction will 
be permitted to enter a District facility. 

If allowed to enter the facility, the employee of the contracting or 
subcontracting entity shall be accompanied by a District employee 
at all times. 

Emergencies 
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Belton ISD
014903

EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBD
CONFLICT OF INTEREST (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  1 of 2
UPDATE 126
DBD(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

Note: For conflicts of interest and gifts and gratuities related to 
federal grants and awards, see CB and CBB.

An employee shall disclose to the human resources office a 
personal financial interest, a business interest, or any other 
obligation or relationship that in any way creates a potential conflict 
of interest with the proper discharge of assigned duties and 
responsibilities or with the best interest of the District.

The Superintendent shall file an affidavit with the Board President 
disclosing a substantial interest, as defined by Local Government 
Code 171.002, in any business or real property that the 
Superintendent or any of his or her relatives in the first degree may 
have.

Any other employee who is in a position to affect a financial 
decision involving any business entity or real property in which the 
employee has a substantial interest, as defined by Local 
Government Code 171.002, shall file an affidavit with the 
Superintendent; however, the employee shall not be required to file 
an affidavit for the substantial interest of a relative.

The Superintendent shall be required to file an affidavit disclosing 
interest in property in accordance with Government Code 553.002.

The Superintendent, as the executive officer of the District, shall 
provide to the District in a timely manner information necessary for 
the District’s annual financial management report.

[See BBFA]

An employee shall not accept or solicit any gift, favor, service, or 
other benefit that could reasonably be construed to influence the 
employee’s discharge of assigned duties and responsibilities. [See 
CAA, CB, and CBB] 

An employee shall not recommend, endorse, or require students to 
purchase any product, material, or service in which the employee 
has a financial interest or that is sold by a company that employs 
or retains the District employee during nonschool hours. No 
employee shall require students to purchase a specific brand of 
school supplies if other brands are equal and suitable for the 
intended instructional purpose.

An employee shall not use his or her position with the District to 
attempt to sell products or services.

An employee shall disclose in writing to the human resources office 
any outside employment that in any way creates a potential conflict 

Disclosure — 
General Standard

Specific Disclosures
Substantial Interest

Interest in Property

Annual Financial 
Management 
Report

Gifts

Endorsements

Sales

Nonschool 
Employment
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Belton ISD
014903

EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBD
CONFLICT OF INTEREST (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  2 of 2
UPDATE 126
DBD(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

of interest with the proper discharge of assigned duties and 
responsibilities or with the best interests of the District.

An employee shall disclose in writing to the human resources office 
any private tutoring of District students for pay.

An employee is prohibited from tutoring their own students for pay.

An administrator, as defined in law, shall not receive any financial 
benefit for the performance of personal services except as 
permitted by and in accordance with law.

An administrator, other than a Superintendent or an assistant 
superintendent, who wishes to seek Board approval to perform 
personal services permitted by law shall submit that request to the 
Superintendent in accordance with administrative regulations.

Private Tutoring

Personal Services 
Performed by an 
Administrator
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Belton ISD  
014903  
  
EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBD 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST (LOCAL)  

DATE ISSUED: 210/14/202328/2025   Adopted: 
1/23/2023 

1 of 2 
LDU 2023.01UPDATE 126  
DBD(LOCAL)-X   

Note: For conflicts of interest and gifts and gratuities related to 
federal grants and awards, see CB and CBB. 

An employee shall disclose to the human resources office a per-
sonal financial interest, a business interest, or any other obligation 
or relationship that in any way creates a potential conflict of interest 
with the proper discharge of assigned duties and responsibilities or 
with the best interest of the District. 

The Superintendent shall file an affidavit with the Board President 
disclosing a substantial interest, as defined by Local Government 
Code 171.002, in any business or real property that the Superin-
tendent or any of his or her relatives in the first degree may have. 

Any other employee who is in a position to affect a financial deci-
sion involving any business entity or real property in which the em-
ployee has a substantial interest, as defined by Local Government 
Code 171.002, shall file an affidavit with the Superintendent; how-
ever, the employee shall not be required to file an affidavit for the 
substantial interest of a relative. 

The Superintendent shall be required to file an affidavit disclosing 
interest in property in accordance with Government Code 553.002. 

The Superintendent, as the executive officer of the District, shall 
provide to the District in a timely manner information necessary for 
the District’s annual financial management report. 

[See BBFA] 

An employee shall not accept or solicit any gift, favor, service, or 
other benefit that could reasonably be construed to influence the 
employee’s discharge of assigned duties and responsibilities. [See 
CAA, CB, and CBB]  

An employee shall not recommend, endorse, or require students to 
purchase any product, material, or service in which the employee 
has a financial interest or that is sold by a company that employs 
or retains the District employee during nonschool hours. No 
employee shall require students to purchase a specific brand of 
school supplies if other brands are equal and suitable for the 
intended instructional purpose. 

An employee shall not use his or her position with the District to at-
tempt to sell products or services. 

An employee shall disclose in writing to the human resources office 
any outside employment that in any way creates a potential conflict 

Disclosure—
GeneralDisclosure — 
General Standard 
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Belton ISD  
014903  
  
EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBD 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST (LOCAL)  

DATE ISSUED: 210/14/202328/2025   Adopted: 
1/23/2023 

2 of 2 
LDU 2023.01UPDATE 126  
DBD(LOCAL)-X   

of interest with the proper discharge of assigned duties and re-
sponsibilities or with the best interests of the District. 

An employee shall disclose in writing to the human resources office 
any private tutoring of District students for pay. 

An employee is prohibited from tutoring their own students for pay. 

An administrator, as defined in law, shall not receive any financial 
benefit for the performance of personal services except as permit-
ted by and in accordance with law. 

An administrator, other than a Superintendent or an assistant su-
perintendent, who wishes to seek Board approval to perform per-
sonal services permitted by law shall submit that request to the Su-
perintendent in accordance with administrative regulations. 

 

Private Tutoring 

Personal Services 
Performed by an 
Administrator 
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  1 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations 
addressing employee leaves and absences to implement the 
provisions of this policy.

The term “immediate family” is defined as:

1. Spouse.

2. Son or daughter, including a biological, adopted, or foster 
child, a son- or daughter-in-law, a stepchild, a legal ward, or a 
child for whom the employee stands in loco parentis.

3. Parent, stepparent, parent-in-law, or other individual who 
stands in loco parentis to the employee.

4. Sibling, stepsibling, and sibling-in-law.

5. Grandparent and grandchild.

6. Aunt and uncle.

7. Any person residing in the employee’s household at the time 
of illness or death. 

For purposes of the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), the 
definitions of spouse, parent, son or daughter, and next of kin are 
found in DECA(LEGAL).

The term “family emergency” shall be limited to disasters and life-
threatening situations involving the employee or a member of the 
employee’s immediate family. 

A “leave day” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the number of hours per day equivalent to the 
employee’s usual assignment, whether full-time or part-time.

A “school year” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the term of the employee’s annual employment as set 
by the District for the employee’s usual assignment, whether full-
time or part-time.

The “daily rate” of a contract employee, including a teacher, school 
counselor, or librarian, shall be computed by dividing the 
employee’s annual salary by the number of duty days in the 
employee’s contract year.

A catastrophic illness or injury is a severe condition or combination 
of conditions affecting the mental or physical health of the 
employee or a member of the employee’s immediate family that 
requires the services of a licensed practitioner for a prolonged 
period of time and that forces the employee to exhaust all leave 
time earned by that employee and to lose compensation from the 

Leave 
Administration

Definitions
Immediate Family

Family Emergency

Leave Day

School Year

Daily Rate of Pay

Catastrophic Illness 
or Injury
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  2 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

District. Such conditions typically require prolonged hospitalization 
or recovery or are expected to result in disability or death. 
Conditions relating to pregnancy or childbirth shall be considered 
catastrophic if they meet the requirements of this paragraph.

Note: For District contribution to employee insurance during 
leave, see CRD(LOCAL).

The District shall make state personal leave and local leave for the 
current year available for use at the beginning of the school year. 

If an employee separates from employment with the District before 
his or her last duty day of the school year or begins employment 
after the first duty day of the school year, state personal leave shall 
be prorated based on the actual time employed. 

If an employee separates from employment before the last duty 
day of the school year, the employee’s final paycheck shall be 
reduced for state personal leave the employee used beyond his or 
her pro rata entitlement for the school year.

An employee shall submit medical certification of the need for 
leave if:

1. The employee is absent more than five consecutive workdays 
because of personal illness or illness in the immediate family;

2. The District requires medical certification due to a 
questionable pattern of absences or when deemed necessary 
by the supervisor or Superintendent; or

3. The employee requests FMLA leave for the employee’s 
serious health condition; a serious health condition of the 
employee’s spouse, parent, or child; or for military caregiver 
leave.

In each case, medical certification shall be made by a health-care 
provider as defined by the FMLA. [See DECA(LEGAL)]

The Board requires employees to differentiate the manner in which 
state personal leave is used. 

Nondiscretionary use of leave shall be for the same reasons and in 
the same manner as state sick leave accumulated before May 30, 
1995. [See DEC(LEGAL)]

Nondiscretionary use includes leave related to the birth or 
placement of a child and taken within the first year after the child’s 
birth, adoption, or foster placement.

Availability

State Leave 
Proration

Medical Certification

State Personal Leave

Nondiscretionary 
Use
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  3 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

Discretionary use of leave is at the individual employee’s 
discretion, subject to limitations set out below.

In deciding whether to approve or deny a request for discretionary 
use of state personal leave, the supervisor shall not seek or 
consider the reasons for which an employee requests to use leave. 
The supervisor shall, however, consider the duration of the 
requested absence in conjunction with the effect of the employee’s 
absence on the educational program and District operations, as 
well as the availability of substitutes.

Discretionary use of state personal leave shall not exceed five 
consecutive workdays. No more than five leave days may be used 
in a single semester.

Discretionary use of leave shall not be allowed on the first or last 
day of a semester grading period, the day before a school holiday, 
the day after a school holiday, days scheduled for end-of-semester 
or end-of-year exams, days scheduled for state-mandated 
assessments, or professional or staff development days.

Each employee shall earn five paid local leave days per school 
year in accordance with administrative regulations.

Local leave shall accumulate to a maximum of 40 leave days.

Local leave shall be used according to the terms and conditions of 
state personal leave. [See State Personal Leave, above] 

After all available paid leave days and any applicable 
compensatory time have been exhausted, an employee shall be 
granted in a school year a maximum of 15 leave days of extended 
sick leave to be used for the employee’s personal illness or injury, 
including pregnancy-related illness or injury; for absences related 
to the illness or injury of a member of the employee’s immediate 
family; or for absences related to the adoption of a child. 

A written request for extended sick leave must be accompanied by 
medical certification of the illness or injury or documentation of the 
adoption.

The District shall deduct an amount equal to one-half the individual 
employee’s daily rate of pay for each day of extended sick leave 
taken, whether or not a substitute is employed.

Extended sick leave shall be noncumulative.

The District shall establish a sick leave bank that employees may 
join through contribution of local leave or state personal leave in 
accordance with this policy and sick leave bank procedures.

Discretionary Use

Request for 
Leave

Schedule 
Limitations

Local Leave

Extended Sick Leave

Sick Leave Bank
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  4 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

Leave contributed to the bank shall be solely for the use of 
participating employees. An employee who is a member of the 
bank may request leave from the bank if the employee or a 
member of the employee’s immediate family experiences a 
catastrophic illness or injury and the employee has exhausted all 
paid leave and any applicable compensatory time.

The Superintendent shall develop regulations for the operation of 
the sick leave bank that address the following:

1. Membership in the sick leave bank, including the number of 
days an employee must contribute to become a member;

2. Procedures to request leave from the sick leave bank;

3. The maximum number of days per school year a member 
employee may receive from the sick leave bank;

4. The committee or administrator authorized to consider 
requests for leave from the sick leave bank and criteria for 
granting requests; and

5. Other procedures deemed necessary for the operation of the 
sick leave bank.

An employee may appeal a decision regarding the sick leave bank 
in accordance with DGBA(LOCAL), beginning with the 
Superintendent or appropriate administrator.

A biweekly employee who has an annual work schedule of less 
than 1,250 hours shall be granted up to 60 days of unpaid hardship 
leave subject to submission of medical certification and the 
approval of human resources.  Hardship leave shall not be granted 
on an intermittent basis.

Hardship leave shall run concurrently with applicable paid leave 
and compensatory time, as applicable.

An employee shall be granted three days of bereavement leave 
per occurrence for use upon the death of a member of the 
employee’s immediate family. Such leave shall be taken with no 
loss of pay or other paid leave. Bereavement leave shall be 
noncumulative.

The District shall make FMLA leave available to employees in 
accordance with DECA(LEGAL) and the following provisions.

FMLA leave shall run concurrently with applicable paid leave and 
compensatory time, as applicable, except as provided below.

Appeal

Hardship Leave

Bereavement Leave

Family and Medical 
Leave

Concurrent Use of 
Paid Leave
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  5 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

A teacher shall notify the appropriate administrator if they choose 
not to use paid leave concurrently with FMLA leave for an absence 
related to pregnancy or the birth or adoption of child.

For purposes of an employee’s entitlement to FMLA leave, the 12-
month period shall begin on the first duty day of the school year.

When both spouses are employed by the District, the District shall 
limit FMLA leave for the birth, adoption, or placement of a child, or 
to care for a parent with a serious health condition, to a combined 
total of 12 weeks. The District shall limit military caregiver leave to 
a combined total of 26 weeks. 

The District shall not permit use of intermittent or reduced schedule 
FMLA leave for the care of a newborn child or for the adoption or 
placement of a child with the employee.

When an employee requests leave, the employee shall provide 
certification, in accordance with FMLA regulations, of the need for 
leave. 

In accordance with administrative regulations, when an employee 
takes FMLA leave due to the employee’s own serious health 
condition, the employee shall provide, before resuming work, a 
fitness-for-duty certification. 

When a teacher takes leave near the end of the semester, the 
District may require the teacher to continue leave until the end of 
the semester. 

Any full-time employee whose position requires educator 
certification by the State Board for Educator Certification or by the 
District shall be eligible for temporary disability leave. The 
maximum length of temporary disability leave shall be 180 
calendar days. [See DBB(LOCAL) for temporary disability leave 
placement and DEC(LEGAL) for return to active duty.]

An employee’s notification of need for extended absence due to 
the employee’s own medical condition shall be forwarded to the 
Superintendent as a request for temporary disability leave.

The District shall require the employee to use temporary disability 
leave and paid leave, including any compensatory time, 
concurrently with FMLA leave.

Note: Workers’ compensation is not a form of leave. The 
workers’ compensation law does not require the 
continuation of the District’s contribution to health 
insurance. 

Exception
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Belton ISD
014903

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DEC
LEAVES AND ABSENCES (LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  6 of 6
UPDATE 126
DEC(LOCAL)-X

Adopted:

An absence due to a work-related injury or illness shall be 
designated as FMLA leave, temporary disability leave, and/or 
assault leave, as applicable.

The District shall not permit the option for paid leave offset in 
conjunction with workers’ compensation income benefits. [See 
CRE]

Absences due to compliance with a valid subpoena or for jury duty 
shall be fully compensated by the District and shall not be 
deducted from the employee’s pay or leave balance.

If an employee does not return to work after exhausting all 
available paid and unpaid leave, the District shall provide the 
employee written notice that he or she no longer has leave 
available for use. The District shall automatically pursue 
termination of an employee who has exhausted all available leave, 
regardless of the reason for the absence [see DF series]. The 
employee’s eligibility for reasonable accommodations, as required 
by the Americans with Disabilities Act [see DAA(LEGAL)], shall be 
considered before termination. If terminated, the employee may 
apply for reemployment with the District.

No Paid Leave 
Offset

Court Appearances

Neutral Absence 
Control
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The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations ad-
dressing employee leaves and absences to implement the provi-
sions of this policy. 

The term “immediate family” is defined as: 

1. Spouse. 

2. Son or daughter, including a biological, adopted, or foster 
child, a son- or daughter-in-law, a stepchild, a legal ward, or a 
child for whom the employee stands in loco parentis. 

3. Parent, stepparent, parent-in-law, or other individual who 
stands in loco parentis to the employee. 

4. Sibling, stepsibling, and sibling-in-law. 

5. Grandparent and grandchild. 

6. Aunt and uncle. 

7. Any person residing in the employee’s household at the time 
of illness or death.  

For purposes of the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), the 
definitions of spouse, parent, son or daughter, and next of kin are 
found in DECA(LEGAL). 

The term “family emergency” shall be limited to disasters and life-
threatening situations involving the employee or a member of the 
employee’s immediate family.  

A “leave day” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the number of hours per day equivalent to the em-
ployee’s usual assignment, whether full-time or part-time. 

A “school year” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the term of the employee’s annual employment as set 
by the District for the employee’s usual assignment, whether full-
time or part-time. 

The “daily rate” of a contract employee, including a teacher, school 
counselor, or librarian, shall be computed by dividing the em-
ployee’s annual salary by the number of duty days in the em-
ployee’s contract year. 

A catastrophic illness or injury is a severe condition or combination 
of conditions affecting the mental or physical health of the em-
ployee or a member of the employee’s immediate family that re-
quires the services of a licensed practitioner for a prolonged period 
of time and that forces the employee to exhaust all leave time 

Leave 
Administration 

Definitions 
Immediate Family 

Family Emergency 

Leave Day 

School Year 

Daily Rate of Pay 

Catastrophic Illness 
or Injury 
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earned by that employee and to lose compensation from the Dis-
trict. Such conditions typically require prolonged hospitalization or 
recovery or are expected to result in disability or death. Conditions 
relating to pregnancy or childbirth shall be considered catastrophic 
if they meet the requirements of this paragraph. 

Note:  For District contribution to employee insurance during 
leave, see CRD(LOCAL). 

The District shall make state personal leave and local leave for the 
current year available for use at the beginning of the school year.  

If an employee separates from employment with the District before 
his or her last duty day of the school year or begins employment 
after the first duty day of the school year, state personal leave shall 
be prorated based on the actual time employed.  

If an employee separates from employment before the last duty 
day of the school year, the employee’s final paycheck shall be re-
duced for state personal leave the employee used beyond his or 
her pro rata entitlement for the school year. 

An employee shall submit medical certification of the need for 
leave if: 

1. The employee is absent more than five consecutive workdays 
because of personal illness or illness in the immediate family; 

2. The District requires medical certification due to a questiona-
ble pattern of absences or when deemed necessary by the 
supervisor or Superintendent; or 

3. The employee requests FMLA leave for the employee’s seri-
ous health condition; a serious health condition of the em-
ployee’s spouse, parent, or child; or for military caregiver 
leave. 

In each case, medical certification shall be made by a health-care 
provider as defined by the FMLA. [See DECA(LEGAL)] 

The Board requires employees to differentiate the manner in which 
state personal leave is used.  

Nondiscretionary use of leave shall be for the same reasons and in 
the same manner as state sick leave accumulated before May 30, 
1995. [See DEC(LEGAL)] 

Nondiscretionary use includes leave related to the birth or place-
ment of a child and taken within the first year after the child’s birth, 
adoption, or foster placement. 

Availability 
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Discretionary use of leave is at the individual employee’s discre-
tion, subject to limitations set out below. 

In deciding whether to approve or deny a request for discretionary 
use of state personal leave, the supervisor shall not seek or con-
sider the reasons for which an employee requests to use leave. 
The supervisor shall, however, consider the duration of the re-
quested absence in conjunction with the effect of the employee’s 
absence on the educational program and District operations, as 
well as the availability of substitutes. 

Discretionary use of state personal leave shall not exceed five con-
secutive workdays. No more than five leave days may be used in a 
single semester. 

Discretionary use of leave shall not be allowed on the first or last 
day of a semester grading period, the day before a school holiday, 
the day after a school holiday, days scheduled for end-of-semester 
or end-of-year exams, days scheduled for state-mandated assess-
ments, or professional or staff development days. 

Each employee shall earn five paid local leave days per school 
year in accordance with administrative regulations. 

Local leave shall accumulate to a maximum of 40 leave days. 

Local leave shall be used according to the terms and conditions of 
state personal leave. [See State Personal Leave, above]  

After all available paid leave days and any applicable compensa-
tory time have been exhausted, an employee shall be granted in a 
school year a maximum of 15 leave days of extended sick leave to 
be used for the employee’s personal illness or injury, including 
pregnancy-related illness or injury; for absences related to the ill-
ness or injury of a member of the employee’s immediate family; or 
for absences related to the adoption of a child.  

A written request for extended sick leave must be accompanied by 
medical certification of the illness or injury or documentation of the 
adoption. 

The District shall deduct an amount equal to one-half the individual 
employee’s daily rate of pay for each day of extended sick leave 
taken, whether or not a substitute is employed. 

Extended sick leave shall be noncumulative. 

The District shall establish a sick leave bank that employees may 
join through contribution of local leave or state personal leave in 
accordance with this policy and sick leave bank procedures. 

Discretionary Use 

Request for 
Leave 
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Leave contributed to the bank shall be solely for the use of partici-
pating employees. An employee who is a member of the bank may 
request leave from the bank if the employee or a member of the 
employee’s immediate family experiences a catastrophic illness or 
injury and the employee has exhausted all paid leave and any ap-
plicable compensatory time. 

The Superintendent shall develop regulations for the operation of 
the sick leave bank that address the following: 

1. Membership in the sick leave bank, including the number of 
days an employee must contribute to become a member; 

2. Procedures to request leave from the sick leave bank; 

3. The maximum number of days per school year a member em-
ployee may receive from the sick leave bank; 

4. The committee or administrator authorized to consider re-
quests for leave from the sick leave bank and criteria for 
granting requests; and 

5. Other procedures deemed necessary for the operation of the 
sick leave bank. 

An employee may appeal a decision regarding the sick leave bank 
in accordance with DGBA(LOCAL), beginning with the Superinten-
dent or appropriate administrator. 

A biweekly employee who has an annual work schedule of less 
than 1,250 hours shall be granted up to 60 days of unpaid hardship 
leave subject to submission of medical certification and the ap-
proval of human resources.  Hardship leave shall not be granted 
on an intermittent basis. 

Hardship leave shall run concurrently with applicable paid leave 
and compensatory time, as applicable. 

An employee shall be granted three days of bereavement leave 
per occurrence for use upon the death of a member of the em-
ployee’s immediate family. Such leave shall be taken with no loss 
of pay or other paid leave. Bereavement leave shall be noncumula-
tive. 

The District shall make FMLA leave available to employees in ac-
cordance with DECA(LEGAL) and the following provisions. 

FMLA leave shall run concurrently with applicable paid leave and 
compensatory time, as applicable, except as provided below. 

Appeal 
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A teacher shall notify the appropriate administrator if they choose 
not to use paid leave concurrently with FMLA leave for an absence 
related to pregnancy or the birth or adoption of child. 

For purposes of an employee’s entitlement to FMLA leave, the 12-
month period shall begin on the first duty day of the school year. 

When both spouses are employed by the District, the District shall 
limit FMLA leave for the birth, adoption, or placement of a child, or 
to care for a parent with a serious health condition, to a combined 
total of 12 weeks. The District shall limit military caregiver leave to 
a combined total of 26 weeks.  

The District shall not permit use of intermittent or reduced schedule 
FMLA leave for the care of a newborn child or for the adoption or 
placement of a child with the employee. 

When an employee requests leave, the employee shall provide 
certification, in accordance with FMLA regulations, of the need for 
leave.  

In accordance with administrative regulations, when an employee 
takes FMLA leave due to the employee’s own serious health condi-
tion, the employee shall provide, before resuming work, a fitness-
for-duty certification.  

When a teacher takes leave near the end of the semester, the Dis-
trict may require the teacher to continue leave until the end of the 
semester.  

Any full-time employee whose position requires educator certifica-
tion by the State Board for Educator Certification or by the District 
shall be eligible for temporary disability leave. The maximum length 
of temporary disability leave shall be 180 calendar days. [See 
DBB(LOCAL) for temporary disability leave placement and 
DEC(LEGAL) for return to active duty.] 

An employee’s notification of need for extended absence due to 
the employee’s own medical condition shall be forwarded to the 
Superintendent as a request for temporary disability leave. 

The District shall require the employee to use temporary disability 
leave and paid leave, including any compensatory time, concur-
rently with FMLA leave. 

Note: Workers’ compensation is not a form of leave. The work-
ers’ compensation law does not require the continuation 
of the District’s contribution to health insurance.  

Note: See 
DECA(LEGAL) 
for provisions 
addressing 
FMLAException Twelve-Month 
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An absence due to a work-related injury or illness shall be desig-
nated as FMLA leave, temporary disability leave, and/or assault 
leave, as applicable. 

The District shall not permit the option for paid leave offset in con-
junction with workers’ compensation income benefits. [See CRE] 

Absences due to compliance with a valid subpoena or for jury duty 
shall be fully compensated by the District and shall not be de-
ducted from the employee’s pay or leave balance. 

If an employee does not return to work after exhausting all availa-
ble paid and unpaid leave, the District shall provide the employee 
written notice that he or she no longer has leave available for use. 
The District shall automatically pursue termination of an employee 
who has exhausted all available leave, regardless of the reason for 
the absence [see DF series]. The employee’s eligibility for reasona-
ble accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act [see DAA(LEGAL)], shall be considered before termination. 
If terminated, the employee may apply for reemployment with the 
District. 
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The recommendation to the Board and its decision not to renew a 
contract under this policy shall not be based on an employee’s 
exercise of Constitutional rights or based unlawfully on an 
employee’s race, color, religion, sex, gender, national origin, age, 
disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. Reasons for 
proposed nonrenewal of an employee’s term contract shall be:

1. Deficiencies pointed out in observation reports, appraisals or 
evaluations, supplemental memoranda, or other 
communications.

2. Failure to fulfill duties or responsibilities.

3. Incompetency or inefficiency in the performance of duties.

4. Inability to maintain discipline in any situation in which the 
employee is responsible for the oversight and supervision of 
students.

5. Insubordination or failure to comply with official directives.

6. Failure to comply with Board policies or administrative 
regulations.

7. Excessive absences.

8. Conducting personal business during school hours when it 
results in neglect of duties.

9. Reduction in force because of financial exigency. [See DFFA]

10. Reduction in force because of a program change. [See DFFB]

11. The employee is not retained at a campus in accordance with 
the provisions of a campus turnaround plan. [See AIC]

12. Drunkenness or excessive use of alcoholic beverages; or 
possession, use, or being under the influence of alcohol or 
alcoholic beverages while on District property, while working 
in the scope of the employee’s duties, or while attending any 
school- or District-sponsored activity.

13. The illegal possession, use, manufacture, or distribution of a 
controlled substance, a drug, a dangerous drug, 
hallucinogens, or other substances regulated by state 
statutes.

14. Failure to meet the District’s standards of professional 
conduct.

15. Failure to report any arrest, indictment, conviction, no contest 
or guilty plea, or other adjudication for any felony, any crime 

Reasons
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involving moral turpitude, or other offense listed at 
DH(LOCAL). [See DH]

16. Conviction of or deferred adjudication for any felony, any 
crime involving moral turpitude, or other offense listed at 
DH(LOCAL); or conviction of a lesser included offense 
pursuant to a plea when the original charged offense is a 
felony. [See DH]

17. Failure to comply with reasonable District requirements 
regarding advanced coursework or professional improvement 
and growth.

18. Disability, not otherwise protected by law, that prevents the 
employee from performing the essential functions of the job, 
with or without reasonable accommodation.

19. Any activity, school-connected or otherwise, that, because of 
publicity given it, or knowledge of it among students, faculty, 
or the community, impairs or diminishes the employee’s 
effectiveness in the District.

20. Any breach by the employee of an employment contract or 
any reason specified in the employee’s employment contract.

21. Failure to maintain an effective working relationship, or 
maintain good rapport, with parents, the community, or 
colleagues.

22. A significant lack of student progress attributable to the 
educator.

23. Behavior that presents a danger of physical harm to a student 
or to other individuals.

24. Assault on a person on District property or at a school-related 
function, or on an employee, student, or student’s parent 
regardless of time or place.

25. Use of profanity in the course of performing any duties of 
employment, whether on or off school premises, in the 
presence of students, staff, or members of the public, if 
reasonably characterized as unprofessional.

26. Falsification of records or other documents related to the 
District’s activities.

27. Falsification or omission of required information on an 
employment application.

28. Misrepresentation of facts to a supervisor or other District 
official in the conduct of District business.
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29. Failure to fulfill requirements for state licensure or 
certification, including passing certification or licensing 
examinations required by state or federal law or by the 
District, for the employee’s assignment.

30. Failure to maintain licensing and certification requirements, 
including the completion of required continuing education 
hours, for the employee’s assignment.

31. Failure to complete certification or permit renewal 
requirements, or failure to fulfill the requirements of a 
deficiency plan, under an Emergency Permit or a Temporary 
Classroom Assignment Permit.

32. Any attempt to encourage or coerce a child to withhold 
information from the child’s parent or from other District 
personnel.

33. Any reason that makes the employment relationship void or 
voidable, such as a violation of federal, state, or local law.

34. Engaging in or assigning to another individual, whether 
intentionally or knowingly, an instruction, guidance, activities, 
or programming prohibited by law. [See EMB]

35. Engaging in or assigning to another individual, whether 
intentionally or knowingly, diversity, equity, and inclusion 
duties prohibited by law.

36. Any reason constituting good cause for terminating the 
contract during its term.

Administrative recommendations for renewal or proposed 
nonrenewal of term contracts shall be submitted to the 
Superintendent. A recommendation for proposed nonrenewal shall 
be supported by any relevant documentation. The final decision on 
the administrative recommendation to the Board on each 
employee’s contract rests with the Superintendent.

The Superintendent shall prepare lists of employees whose 
contracts are recommended for renewal or proposed nonrenewal 
by the Board. Supporting documentation, if any, and reasons for 
the recommendation shall be submitted for each employee 
recommended for proposed nonrenewal.

The Board shall consider such information, as appropriate, in 
support of recommendations for proposed nonrenewal and shall 
then act on all recommendations.

Recommendations 
from Administration

Superintendent’s 
Recommendation
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After the Board votes to propose nonrenewal, the Superintendent 
or designee shall deliver written notice of proposed nonrenewal in 
accordance with law.

If the notice of proposed nonrenewal does not contain a statement 
of the reason or all the reasons for the proposed action, and the 
employee requests a hearing, the District shall give the employee 
notice of all reasons for the proposed nonrenewal at a reasonable 
time before the hearing. The initial notice or any subsequent notice 
shall contain the hearing procedures.

If the employee desires a hearing after receiving the notice of 
proposed nonrenewal, the employee shall notify the Board in 
writing not later than the 15th day after the date the employee 
received the notice of proposed nonrenewal.

When a timely request for a hearing on a proposed nonrenewal is 
received by the presiding officer, the Board shall notify the 
employee whether the hearing will be conducted by the Board [see 
Hearing by the Board, below] or an attorney designated by the 
Board [see Hearing by an Attorney Designated by the Board, 
below].

In either case, the hearing shall be held not later than the 15th day 
after receipt of the request, unless the parties mutually agree to a 
delay. The employee shall be given notice of the hearing date as 
soon as it is set.

Unless the employee requests that the hearing be open, the 
hearing shall be conducted in closed meeting with only the 
members of the Board, the employee, the Superintendent, their 
representatives, and such witnesses as may be called in 
attendance. Witnesses may be excluded from the hearing until 
called to present evidence. The employee and the administration 
may choose a representative. Notice, at least five days in advance 
of the hearing, shall be given by each party intending to be 
represented, including the name of the representative. Failure to 
give such notice may result in postponement of the hearing.

The conduct of the hearing shall be under the presiding officer’s 
control and shall generally follow the steps listed below: 

1. After consultation with the parties, the presiding officer shall 
impose reasonable time limits for presentation of evidence 
and closing arguments.

2. The hearing shall begin with the administration’s presentation, 
supported by such proof as it desires to offer.

Notice of Proposed 
Nonrenewal

Request for Hearing

Hearing by the Board

Hearing Procedures
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3. The employee may cross-examine any witnesses for the 
administration.

4. The employee may then present such testimonial or 
documentary proof, as desired, to offer in rebuttal or general 
support of the contention that the contract be renewed.

5. The administration may cross-examine any witnesses for the 
employee and offer rebuttal to the testimony of the 
employee’s witnesses.

6. Closing arguments may be made by each party.

A record of the hearing shall be made so that a certified transcript 
can be prepared, if required.

The Board may consider only evidence presented at the hearing. 
After all the evidence has been presented, if the Board determines 
that the reasons given in support of the recommendation to not 
renew the employee’s contract are lawful, supported by the 
evidence, and not arbitrary or capricious, it shall so notify the 
employee by a written notice not later than the 15th day after the 
date on which the hearing is concluded. This notice shall also 
include the Board’s decision on renewal, which decision shall be 
final.

The hearing must be private unless the employee requests in 
writing that the hearing be public, except that the attorney may 
close the hearing to maintain decorum. If the employee does not 
request a public hearing, only the attorney designated by the 
Board, the employee, the Superintendent, their representatives, 
and witnesses shall be permitted to be in attendance, and 
witnesses may be excluded from the hearing until called to present 
evidence. The employee and the administration may choose a 
representative. Notice, at least five days in advance of the hearing, 
shall be given by each party intending to be represented, including 
the name of the representative. Failure to give such notice may 
result in postponement of the hearing.

The conduct of the hearing shall be under the control of the 
attorney designated by the Board and shall generally follow the 
steps listed at Hearing by the Board.

Not later than the 15th day after the completion of the hearing, the 
attorney shall provide to the Board a record of the hearing and his 
or her recommendation on renewal.

The Board shall consider the record of the hearing and the 
attorney’s recommendation at the first Board meeting for which 
notice can be posted, unless the parties agree in writing to a 

Board Decision

Hearing by an 
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different date. The Board shall notify the employee of the meeting 
date as soon as it is set. At the meeting, the Board shall allow each 
party an equal amount of time to present oral arguments. The 
Board shall notify the employee in writing of the Board’s decision 
on renewal not later than the 15th day after the date of the 
meeting.

If the employee fails to request a hearing, the Board shall take the 
appropriate action and notify the employee in writing of that action 
not later than the 30th day after the date the notice of proposed 
nonrenewal was sent.

No Hearing
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The recommendation to the Board and its decision not to renew a 
contract under this policy shall not be based on an employee’s ex-
ercise of Constitutional rights or based unlawfully on an employee’s 
race, color, religion, sex, gender, national origin, age, disability, or 
any other basis prohibited by law. Reasons for proposed nonre-
newal of an employee’s term contract shall be: 

1. Deficiencies pointed out in observation reports, appraisals or 
evaluations, supplemental memoranda, or other communica-
tions. 

2. Failure to fulfill duties or responsibilities. 

3. Incompetency or inefficiency in the performance of duties. 

4. Inability to maintain discipline in any situation in which the em-
ployee is responsible for the oversight and supervision of stu-
dents. 

5. Insubordination or failure to comply with official directives. 

6. Failure to comply with Board policies or administrative regula-
tions. 

7. Excessive absences. 

8. Conducting personal business during school hours when it re-
sults in neglect of duties. 

9. Reduction in force because of financial exigency. [See DFFA] 

10. Reduction in force because of a program change. [See DFFB] 

11. The employee is not retained at a campus in accordance with 
the provisions of a campus turnaround plan. [See AIC] 

12. Drunkenness or excessive use of alcoholic beverages; or 
possession, use, or being under the influence of alcohol or al-
coholic beverages while on District property, while working in 
the scope of the employee’s duties, or while attending any 
school- or District-sponsored activity. 

13. The illegal possession, use, manufacture, or distribution of a 
controlled substance, a drug, a dangerous drug, hallucino-
gens, or other substances regulated by state statutes. 

14. Failure to meet the District’s standards of professional con-
duct. 

15. Failure to report any arrest, indictment, conviction, no contest 
or guilty plea, or other adjudication for any felony, any crime 

Reasons 
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involving moral turpitude, or other offense listed at DH(LO-
CAL). [See DH] 

16. Conviction of or deferred adjudication for any felony, any 
crime involving moral turpitude, or other offense listed at 
DH(LOCAL); or conviction of a lesser included offense pursu-
ant to a plea when the original charged offense is a felony. 
[See DH] 

17. Failure to comply with reasonable District requirements re-
garding advanced coursework or professional improvement 
and growth. 

18. Disability, not otherwise protected by law, that prevents the 
employee from performing the essential functions of the job, 
with or without reasonable accommodation. 

19. Any activity, school-connected or otherwise, that, because of 
publicity given it, or knowledge of it among students, faculty, 
or the community, impairs or diminishes the employee’s effec-
tiveness in the District. 

20. Any breach by the employee of an employment contract or 
any reason specified in the employee’s employment contract. 

21. Failure to maintain an effective working relationship, or main-
tain good rapport, with parents, the community, or colleagues. 

22. A significant lack of student progress attributable to the edu-
cator. 

23. Behavior that presents a danger of physical harm to a student 
or to other individuals. 

24. Assault on a person on District property or at a school-related 
function, or on an employee, student, or student’s parent re-
gardless of time or place. 

25. Use of profanity in the course of performing any duties of em-
ployment, whether on or off school premises, in the presence 
of students, staff, or members of the public, if reasonably 
characterized as unprofessional. 

26. Falsification of records or other documents related to the Dis-
trict’s activities. 

27. Falsification or omission of required information on an em-
ployment application. 

28. Misrepresentation of facts to a supervisor or other District offi-
cial in the conduct of District business. 
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29. Failure to fulfill requirements for state licensure or certifica-
tion, including passing certification or licensing examinations 
required by state or federal law or by the District, for the em-
ployee’s assignment. 

30. Failure to maintain licensing and certification requirements, in-
cluding the completion of required continuing education 
hours, for the employee’s assignment. 

31. Failure to complete certification or permit renewal require-
ments, or failure to fulfill the requirements of a deficiency plan, 
under an Emergency Permit or a Temporary Classroom As-
signment Permit. 

32. Any attempt to encourage or coerce a child to withhold infor-
mation from the child’s parent or from other District personnel. 

33. Any reason that makes the employment relationship void or 
voidable, such as a violation of federal, state, or local law. 

34. Engaging in or assigning to another individual, whether inten-
tionally or knowingly, an instruction, guidance, activities, or 
programming prohibited by law. [See EMB] 

35. Engaging in or assigning to another individual, whether inten-
tionally or knowingly, diversity, equity, and inclusion duties 
prohibited by law. 

34.36. Any reason constituting good cause for terminating the con-
tract during its term. 

Administrative recommendations for renewal or proposed nonre-
newal of term contracts shall be submitted to the Superintendent. A 
recommendation for proposed nonrenewal shall be supported by 
any relevant documentation. The final decision on the administra-
tive recommendation to the Board on each employee’s contract 
rests with the Superintendent. 

The Superintendent shall prepare lists of employees whose con-
tracts are recommended for renewal or proposed nonrenewal by 
the Board. Supporting documentation, if any, and reasons for the 
recommendation shall be submitted for each employee recom-
mended for proposed nonrenewal. 

The Board shall consider such information, as appropriate, in sup-
port of recommendations for proposed nonrenewal and shall then 
act on all recommendations. 

After the Board votes to propose nonrenewal, the Superintendent 
or designee shall deliver written notice of proposed nonrenewal in 
accordance with law. 
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If the notice of proposed nonrenewal does not contain a statement 
of the reason or all the reasons for the proposed action, and the 
employee requests a hearing, the District shall give the employee 
notice of all reasons for the proposed nonrenewal at a reasonable 
time before the hearing. The initial notice or any subsequent notice 
shall contain the hearing procedures. 

If the employee desires a hearing after receiving the notice of pro-
posed nonrenewal, the employee shall notify the Board in writing 
not later than the 15th day after the date the employee received 
the notice of proposed nonrenewal. 

When a timely request for a hearing on a proposed nonrenewal is 
received by the presiding officer, the Board shall notify the em-
ployee whether the hearing will be conducted by the Board [see 
Hearing by the Board, below] or an attorney designated by the 
Board [see Hearing by an Attorney Designated by the Board, be-
low]. 

In either case, the hearing shall be held not later than the 15th day 
after receipt of the request, unless the parties mutually agree to a 
delay. The employee shall be given notice of the hearing date as 
soon as it is set. 

Unless the employee requests that the hearing be open, the hear-
ing shall be conducted in closed meeting with only the members of 
the Board, the employee, the Superintendent, their representa-
tives, and such witnesses as may be called in attendance. Wit-
nesses may be excluded from the hearing until called to present 
evidence. The employee and the administration may choose a rep-
resentative. Notice, at least five days in advance of the hearing, 
shall be given by each party intending to be represented, including 
the name of the representative. Failure to give such notice may re-
sult in postponement of the hearing. 

The conduct of the hearing shall be under the presiding officer’s 
control and shall generally follow the steps listed below:  

1. After consultation with the parties, the presiding officer shall 
impose reasonable time limits for presentation of evidence 
and closing arguments. 

2. The hearing shall begin with the administration’s presentation, 
supported by such proof as it desires to offer. 

3. The employee may cross-examine any witnesses for the ad-
ministration. 
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4. The employee may then present such testimonial or docu-
mentary proof, as desired, to offer in rebuttal or general sup-
port of the contention that the contract be renewed. 

5. The administration may cross-examine any witnesses for the 
employee and offer rebuttal to the testimony of the em-
ployee’s witnesses. 

6. Closing arguments may be made by each party. 

A record of the hearing shall be made so that a certified transcript 
can be prepared, if required. 

The Board may consider only evidence presented at the hearing. 
After all the evidence has been presented, if the Board determines 
that the reasons given in support of the recommendation to not re-
new the employee’s contract are lawful, supported by the evidence, 
and not arbitrary or capricious, it shall so notify the employee by a 
written notice not later than the 15th day after the date on which 
the hearing is concluded. This notice shall also include the Board’s 
decision on renewal, which decision shall be final. 

The hearing must be private unless the employee requests in writ-
ing that the hearing be public, except that the attorney may close 
the hearing to maintain decorum. If the employee does not request 
a public hearing, only the attorney designated by the Board, the 
employee, the Superintendent, their representatives, and wit-
nesses shall be permitted to be in attendance, and witnesses may 
be excluded from the hearing until called to present evidence. The 
employee and the administration may choose a representative. No-
tice, at least five days in advance of the hearing, shall be given by 
each party intending to be represented, including the name of the 
representative. Failure to give such notice may result in postpone-
ment of the hearing. 

The conduct of the hearing shall be under the control of the attor-
ney designated by the Board and shall generally follow the steps 
listed at Hearing by the Board. 

Not later than the 15th day after the completion of the hearing, the 
attorney shall provide to the Board a record of the hearing and his 
or her recommendation on renewal. 

The Board shall consider the record of the hearing and the attor-
ney’s recommendation at the first Board meeting for which notice 
can be posted, unless the parties agree in writing to a different 
date. The Board shall notify the employee of the meeting date as 
soon as it is set. At the meeting, the Board shall allow each party 
an equal amount of time to present oral arguments. The Board 
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shall notify the employee in writing of the Board’s decision on re-
newal not later than the 15th day after the date of the meeting. 

If the employee fails to request a hearing, the Board shall take the 
appropriate action and notify the employee in writing of that action 
not later than the 30th day after the date the notice of proposed 
nonrenewal was sent. 

No Hearing 
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Each District employee shall perform his or her duties in 
accordance with state and federal law, District policy, and ethical 
standards. The District holds all employees accountable to the 
Educators’ Code of Ethics. [See DH(EXHIBIT)]

Each District employee shall recognize and respect the rights of 
students, parents, other employees, and members of the 
community and shall work cooperatively with others to serve the 
best interests of the District.

An employee wishing to express concern, complaints, or criticism 
shall do so through appropriate channels. [See DGBA]

Each employee shall comply with the standards of conduct set out 
in this policy and with any other policies, regulations, and 
guidelines that impose duties, requirements, or standards 
attendant to his or her status as a District employee. Violation of 
any policies, regulations, or guidelines, including intentionally 
making a false claim, offering a false statement, or refusing to 
cooperate with a District investigation, may result in disciplinary 
action, including termination of employment. [See DCD, DCE, and 
DF series]

The District prohibits the use, possession, or display of any firearm, 
location-restricted knife, club, or prohibited weapon, as defined at 
FNCG, on District property at all times. 

No violation of this policy occurs when:

1. Use or possession of a firearm by a specific employee is 
authorized by Board action [see the CKE series];

2. A District employee who holds a handgun license in 
accordance with state law stores a handgun or other firearm 
in a locked vehicle in a parking lot, parking garage, or other 
parking area provided by the District, provided the handgun or 
other firearm is not in plain view; or

3. The use, possession, or display of an otherwise prohibited 
weapon takes place as part of a District-approved activity 
supervised by proper authorities. [See FOD]

A certified employee, licensed employee, or any other employee 
designated in writing by the Superintendent or a campus principal 
may use electronic communication, as this term is defined by law, 
with currently enrolled students only about matters within the scope 
of the employee’s professional responsibilities.

Unless an exception has been made in accordance with the 
employee handbook or other administrative regulations, an 
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employee shall not use a personal electronic communication 
platform, application, or account to communicate with currently 
enrolled students.

Unless authorized above, all other employees are prohibited from 
using electronic communication directly with students who are 
currently enrolled in the District. The employee handbook or other 
administrative regulations shall further detail:

1. Exceptions for family and social relationships;

2. The circumstances under which an employee may use text 
messaging to communicate with individual students or student 
groups; 

3. Hours of the day during which electronic communication is 
discouraged or prohibited; and 

4. Other matters deemed appropriate by the Superintendent.

In accordance with ethical standards applicable to all District 
employees [see DH(EXHIBIT)], an employee shall be prohibited 
from using electronic communications in a manner that constitutes 
prohibited harassment or abuse of a District student; adversely 
affects the student’s learning, mental health, or safety; includes 
threats of violence against the student; reveals confidential 
information about the student; or constitutes an inappropriate 
communication with a student, as described in the Educators’ 
Code of Ethics.

An employee shall have no expectation of privacy in electronic 
communications with students. Each employee shall comply with 
the District’s requirements for records retention and destruction to 
the extent those requirements apply to electronic communication. 
[See CPC]  

All employees shall be held to the same professional standards in 
their public use of electronic communication as for any other public 
conduct. If an employee’s use of electronic communication violates 
state or federal law or District policy, or interferes with the 
employee’s ability to effectively perform his or her job duties, the 
employee is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including 
termination of employment.

In accordance with administrative regulations, an employee shall 
notify his or her supervisor when a student engages in improper 
electronic communication with the employee.

An employee shall not be required to disclose his or her personal 
email address or personal phone number to a student.

Personal Use
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An employee is prohibited from intentionally or knowingly engaging 
in or assigning to another individual instruction, guidance, 
activities, or programming prohibited by law [see EMB].

An employee shall be subject to disciplinary action, including 
termination of employment, if the employee, intentionally or 
knowingly:

• Engages in diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) duties.

• Assigns to another individual DEI duties.

[See BT(LEGAL)]

An employee shall be prohibited from assisting a District student 
with social transitioning, as the term is defined in law. This 
prohibition includes providing any information to a District student 
about social transitioning or guidelines intended to assist a District 
student with social transitioning. 

Each employee shall adhere to District safety rules and regulations 
and shall report unsafe conditions or practices to the appropriate 
supervisor.

No employee shall direct profane language at a student, parent, 
visitor, or another District employee.

An employee shall not engage in prohibited harassment, including 
sexual harassment, of:

1. Other employees. [See DIA]

2. Students. [See FFH; see FFG regarding child abuse and 
neglect.]

While acting in the course of employment, an employee shall not 
engage in prohibited harassment, including sexual harassment, of 
other persons, including Board members, vendors, contractors, 
volunteers, or parents.

An employee shall report child abuse or neglect as required by law. 
[See FFG]

An employee shall not form romantic or other inappropriate social 
relationships with students. Any sexual relationship between a 
student and a District employee is always prohibited, even if 
consensual.

As required by law, the District shall notify the parent of a student 
with whom a District employee or person acting as a service 
provider for the District is alleged to have engaged in certain 
misconduct. 
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[See FFF for parent notification requirements and DHB and DHC 
for reporting requirements.]

An employee is prohibited from possessing or using any type of 
tobacco product, e-cigarette, or any other electronic vaporizing 
device while on school property, in a District vehicle, or while 
attending an off-campus school-related activity. An employee is 
also prohibited from possessing or using any type of nicotine 
product, including nicotine pouches, regardless of whether the 
product contains tobacco, while on District property, in a District 
vehicle, or while attending an off-campus school-related activity.

An employee’s supervisor is authorized to approve an exception to 
this policy for a smoking cessation product.

As a condition of employment, an employee shall abide by the 
terms of the following drug-free workplace provisions. An employee 
shall notify the Superintendent in writing if the employee is 
convicted for a violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the 
workplace in accordance with Arrests, Indictments, Convictions, 
and Other Adjudications, below.

An employee shall not manufacture, distribute, dispense, possess, 
use, or be under the influence of any of the following substances 
during working hours while on District property or at school-related 
activities during or outside of usual working hours:

1. Any controlled substance or dangerous drug as defined by 
law, including but not limited to marijuana, any narcotic drug, 
hallucinogen, stimulant, depressant, amphetamine, or 
barbiturate.

2. Alcohol or any alcoholic beverage.

3. Any abusable glue, aerosol paint, or any other chemical 
substance for inhalation.

4. Any other intoxicant or mood-changing, mind-altering, or 
behavior-altering drug.

An employee need not be legally intoxicated to be considered 
“under the influence” of a controlled substance.

It shall not be considered a violation of this policy if the employee:

1. Manufactures, possesses, or dispenses a substance listed 
above as part of the employee’s job responsibilities;

2. Uses or possesses a controlled substance or drug authorized 
by a licensed physician prescribed for the employee’s 
personal use; or
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3. Possesses a controlled substance or drug that a licensed 
physician has prescribed for the employee’s child or other 
individual for whom the employee is a legal guardian.

An employee who violates these drug-free workplace provisions 
shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions. Sanctions may include: 

1. Referral to drug and alcohol counseling or rehabilitation 
programs;

2. Referral to employee assistance programs;

3. Termination from employment with the District; and 

4. Referral to appropriate law enforcement officials for 
prosecution.

Employees shall receive a copy of this policy.

An employee shall notify his or her principal or immediate 
supervisor within three calendar days of any arrest, indictment, 
conviction, no contest or guilty plea, or other adjudication of the 
employee for any felony, any offense involving moral turpitude, and 
any of the other offenses as indicated below:

1. Crimes involving school property or funds;

2. Crimes involving attempt by fraudulent or unauthorized 
means to obtain or alter any certificate or permit that would 
entitle any person to hold or obtain a position as an educator;

3. Crimes that occur wholly or in part on school property or at a 
school-sponsored activity; or

4. Crimes involving moral turpitude, which include:

• Dishonesty; fraud; deceit; theft; misrepresentation;

• Deliberate violence;

• Base, vile, or depraved acts that are intended to arouse 
or gratify the sexual desire of the actor;

• Felony possession or conspiracy to possess, or any 
misdemeanor or felony transfer, sale, distribution, or 
conspiracy to transfer, sell, or distribute any controlled 
substance defined in Chapter 481 of the Health and 
Safety Code;

• Felony driving while intoxicated (DWI); or

• Acts constituting abuse or neglect under the Texas 
Family Code.
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An employee’s dress and grooming shall be clean, neat, in a 
manner appropriate for his or her assignment, and in accordance 
with any additional standards established by his or her supervisor 
and approved by the Superintendent.

Dress and Grooming
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Each District employee shall perform his or her duties in accord-
ance with state and federal law, District policy, and ethical stand-
ards. The District holds all employees accountable to the Educa-
tors’ Code of Ethics. [See DH(EXHIBIT)] 

Each District employee shall recognize and respect the rights of 
students, parents, other employees, and members of the commu-
nity and shall work cooperatively with others to serve the best inter-
ests of the District. 

An employee wishing to express concern, complaints, or criticism 
shall do so through appropriate channels. [See DGBA] 

Each employee shall comply with the standards of conduct set out 
in this policy and with any other policies, regulations, and guide-
lines that impose duties, requirements, or standards attendant to 
his or her status as a District employee. Violation of any policies, 
regulations, or guidelines, including intentionally making a false 
claim, offering a false statement, or refusing to cooperate with a 
District investigation, may result in disciplinary action, including ter-
mination of employment. [See DCD, DCE, and DF series] 

The District prohibits the use, possession, or display of any firearm, 
location-restricted knife, club, or prohibited weapon, as defined at 
FNCG, on District property at all times.  

No violation of this policy occurs when: 

1. Use or possession of a firearm by a specific employee is au-
thorized by Board action [see the CKE series]; 

2. A District employee who holds a Texas handgun license in ac-
cordance with state law stores a handgun or other firearm in a 
locked vehicle in a parking lot, parking garage, or other park-
ing area provided by the District, provided the handgun or 
other firearm is not in plain view; or 

3. The use, possession, or display of an otherwise prohibited 
weapon takes place as part of a District-approved activity su-
pervised by proper authorities. [See FOD] 

A certified employee, licensed employee, or any other employee 
designated in writing by the Superintendent or a campus principal 
may use electronic communication, as this term is defined by law, 
with currently enrolled students only about matters within the scope 
of the employee’s professional responsibilities. 

Unless an exception has been made in accordance with the em-
ployee handbook or other administrative regulations, an employee 
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shall not use a personal electronic communication platform, appli-
cation, or account to communicate with currently enrolled students. 

Unless authorized above, all other employees are prohibited from 
using electronic communication directly with students who are cur-
rently enrolled in the District. The employee handbook or other ad-
ministrative regulations shall further detail: 

1. Exceptions for family and social relationships; 

2. The circumstances under which an employee may use text 
messaging to communicate with individual students or student 
groups;  

3. Hours of the day during which electronic communication is 
discouraged or prohibited; and  

4. Other matters deemed appropriate by the Superintendent. 

In accordance with ethical standards applicable to all District em-
ployees [see DH(EXHIBIT)], an employee shall be prohibited from 
using electronic communications in a manner that constitutes pro-
hibited harassment or abuse of a District student; adversely affects 
the student’s learning, mental health, or safety; includes threats of 
violence against the student; reveals confidential information about 
the student; or constitutes an inappropriate communication with a 
student, as described in the Educators’ Code of Ethics. 

An employee shall have no expectation of privacy in electronic 
communications with students. Each employee shall comply with 
the District’s requirements for records retention and destruction to 
the extent those requirements apply to electronic communication. 
[See CPC]   

All employees shall be held to the same professional standards in 
their public use of electronic communication as for any other public 
conduct. If an employee’s use of electronic communication violates 
state or federal law or District policy, or interferes with the em-
ployee’s ability to effectively perform his or her job duties, the em-
ployee is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termina-
tion of employment. 

In accordance with administrative regulations, an employee shall 
notify his or her supervisor when a student engages in improper 
electronic communication with the employee. 

An employee shall not be required to disclose his or her personal 
email address or personal phone number to a student. 
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An employee is prohibited from intentionally or knowingly engaging 
in or assigning to another individual instruction, guidance, activi-
ties, or programming prohibited by law [see EMB]. 

An employee shall be subject to disciplinary action, including termi-
nation of employment, if the employee, intentionally or knowingly: 

• Engages in diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) duties. 

• Assigns to another individual DEI duties. 

[See BT(LEGAL)] 

An employee shall be prohibited from assisting a District student 
with social transitioning, as the term is defined in law. This prohibi-
tion includes providing any information to a District student about 
social transitioning or guidelines intended to assist a District stu-
dent with social transitioning.  

Each employee shall adhere to District safety rules and regulations 
and shall report unsafe conditions or practices to the appropriate 
supervisor. 

No employee shall direct profane language at a student, parent, 
visitor, or another District employee. 

An employee shall not engage in prohibited harassment, including 
sexual harassment, of: 

1. Other employees. [See DIA] 

2. Students. [See FFH; see FFG regarding child abuse and ne-
glect.] 

While acting in the course of employment, an employee shall not 
engage in prohibited harassment, including sexual harassment, of 
other persons, including Board members, vendors, contractors, 
volunteers, or parents. 

An employee shall report child abuse or neglect as required by law. 
[See FFG] 

An employee shall not form romantic or other inappropriate social 
relationships with students. Any sexual relationship between a stu-
dent and a District employee is always prohibited, even if consen-
sual. [See FFH] 

As required by law, the District shall notify the parent of a student 
with whom an educatora District employee or person acting as a 
service provider for the District is alleged to have engaged in cer-
tain misconduct. [See FFF 
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[See FFF for parent notification requirements and DHB and DHC 
for reporting requirements.] 

An employee is prohibited from possessing or using any type of to-
bacco product, e-cigarette, or any other electronic vaporizing de-
vice while on school property, in a District vehicle, or while attend-
ing an off-campus school-related activity. An employee is also 
prohibited from possessing or using any type of nicotine product, 
including nicotine pouches, regardless of whether the product con-
tains tobacco, while on District property, in a District vehicle, or 
while attending an off-campus school-related activity. 

An employee’s supervisor is authorized to approve an exception to 
this policy for a smoking cessation product. 

As a condition of employment, an employee shall abide by the 
terms of the following drug-free workplace provisions. An employee 
shall notify the Superintendent in writing if the employee is con-
victed for a violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the 
workplace in accordance with Arrests, Indictments, Convictions, 
and Other Adjudications, below. 

An employee shall not manufacture, distribute, dispense, possess, 
use, or be under the influence of any of the following substances 
during working hours while on District property or at school-related 
activities during or outside of usual working hours: 

1. Any controlled substance or dangerous drug as defined by 
law, including but not limited to marijuana, any narcotic drug, 
hallucinogen, stimulant, depressant, amphetamine, or barbitu-
rate. 

2. Alcohol or any alcoholic beverage. 

3. Any abusable glue, aerosol paint, or any other chemical sub-
stance for inhalation. 

4. Any other intoxicant or mood-changing, mind-altering, or be-
havior-altering drug. 

An employee need not be legally intoxicated to be considered “un-
der the influence” of a controlled substance. 

It shall not be considered a violation of this policy if the employee: 

1. Manufactures, possesses, or dispenses a substance listed 
above as part of the employee’s job responsibilities; 

2. Uses or possesses a controlled substance or drug authorized 
by a licensed physician prescribed for the employee’s per-
sonal use; or 
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3. Possesses a controlled substance or drug that a licensed 
physician has prescribed for the employee’s child or other in-
dividual for whom the employee is a legal guardian. 

An employee who violates these drug-free workplace provisions 
shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions. Sanctions may include:  

1. Referral to drug and alcohol counseling or rehabilitation pro-
grams; 

2. Referral to employee assistance programs; 

3. Termination from employment with the District; and  

4. Referral to appropriate law enforcement officials for prosecu-
tion. 

Employees shall receive a copy of this policy. 

An employee shall notify his or her principal or immediate supervi-
sor within three calendar days of any arrest, indictment, conviction, 
no contest or guilty plea, or other adjudication of the employee for 
any felony, any offense involving moral turpitude, and any of the 
other offenses as indicated below: 

1. Crimes involving school property or funds; 

2. Crimes involving attempt by fraudulent or unauthorized 
means to obtain or alter any certificate or permit that would 
entitle any person to hold or obtain a position as an educator; 

3. Crimes that occur wholly or in part on school property or at a 
school-sponsored activity; or 

4. Crimes involving moral turpitude, which include: 

• Dishonesty; fraud; deceit; theft; misrepresentation; 

• Deliberate violence; 

• Base, vile, or depraved acts that are intended to arouse 
or gratify the sexual desire of the actor; 

• Felony possession or conspiracy to possess, or any mis-
demeanor or felony transfer, sale, distribution, or con-
spiracy to transfer, sell, or distribute any controlled sub-
stance defined in Chapter 481 of the Health and Safety 
Code; 

• Felony driving while intoxicated (DWI); or 

• Acts constituting abuse or neglect under the Texas Fam-
ily Code. 
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An employee’s dress and grooming shall be clean, neat, in a man-
ner appropriate for his or her assignment, and in accordance with 
any additional standards established by his or her supervisor and 
approved by the Superintendent. 
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In compliance with law, the Superintendent shall ensure that a 
multidisciplinary threat assessment and safe and supportive team 
is established to serve each campus. The Superintendent shall 
appoint team members. The team shall be responsible for 
developing and implementing a safe and supportive school 
program at each campus served by the team and shall support the 
District in implementing its multi-hazard emergency operations 
plan.

Each team shall complete training provided by an approved 
provider on evidence-based threat assessment programs.

Each campus shall establish a clear procedure for a student to 
report concerning behavior exhibited by another student for 
assessment by the team or other appropriate District employee.

A District employee who reports a potential threat may elect for the 
employee’s identity to remain confidential and not be subject to 
disclosure under the state’s public information law. The employee’s 
identity shall only be revealed when necessary for the team, the 
District, or law enforcement to investigate the reported threat.

The District shall maintain a record of the identity of a District 
employee who elects for the employee’s identity to remain 
confidential.

As soon as safe and practicable after an administrator or team 
receives information regarding a threat against a campus, including 
a threat made through social media, the appropriate administrator 
or the team shall immediately provide to each member of the 
teaching staff, including teacher aides, who may be directly 
affected by the threat a statement containing the following 
information:

1. The existence of the threat;

2. The nature of the threat; and

3. Any other pertinent detail to ensure student and staff safety.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations to 
ensure that the required notice is provided to the teaching staff in 
accordance with law. The administrative regulations may also 
address notification of other appropriate employees on the affected 
campus.

A member of the team or any District employee may act 
immediately to prevent an imminent threat or respond to an 
emergency, including contacting law enforcement directly.
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The District shall develop procedures as recommended by the 
Texas School Safety Center. In accordance with those procedures, 
the threat assessment and safe and supportive team shall conduct 
threat assessments using a process that includes:

1. Identifying individuals, based on referrals, tips, or 
observations, whose behavior has raised concerns due to 
threats of violence or exhibition of behavior that is harmful, 
threatening, or violent. 

2. Conducting an individualized assessment based on 
reasonably available information to determine whether the 
individual poses a threat of violence or poses a risk of harm to 
self or others and the level of risk. 

3. Implementing appropriate intervention and monitoring 
strategies, if the team determines an individual poses a threat 
of harm to self or others. These strategies may include 
referral of a student for a mental health assessment and 
escalation procedures as appropriate.

For a student or other individual the team determines poses a 
serious risk of violence to self or others, the team shall 
immediately report to the Superintendent, who shall 
immediately attempt to contact the student’s parent or 
guardian. Additionally, the Superintendent shall coordinate 
with law enforcement authorities as necessary and take other 
appropriate action in accordance with the District’s 
multihazard emergency operations plan.

For a student the team identifies as at risk of suicide, the 
team shall follow the District’s suicide prevention program.

For a student the team identifies as having a substance 
abuse issue, the team shall follow the District’s substance 
abuse program.

For a student whose conduct may constitute a violation of the 
District’s Student Code of Conduct, the team shall make a 
referral to the campus behavior coordinator or other 
appropriate administrator to consider disciplinary action. 

As appropriate, the team may refer a student: 

1. To a local mental health authority or health-care provider for 
evaluation or treatment; or

2. For a full individualized and initial evaluation for special 
education services.

Threat Assessment 
Process
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The team shall not provide any mental health-care services, except 
as permitted by law.

The team shall provide guidance to students and District 
employees on recognizing harmful, threatening, or violent behavior 
that may pose a threat to another person, the campus, or the 
community and methods to report such behavior to the team, 
including through anonymous reporting.

The team shall provide reports to the Texas Education Agency as 
required by law. 

Guidance to School 
Community
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In compliance with law, the Superintendent shall ensure that a mul-
tidisciplinary threat assessment and safe and supportive team is 
established to serve each campus. The Superintendent shall ap-
point team members. The team shall be responsible for developing 
and implementing a safe and supportive school program at each 
campus served by the team and shall support the District in imple-
menting its multi-hazard emergency operations plan. 

Each team shall complete training provided by an approved pro-
vider on evidence-based threat assessment programs. 

Each campus shall establish a clear procedure for a student to re-
port concerning behavior exhibited by another student for assess-
ment by the team or other appropriate District employee. 

A District employee who reports a potential threat may elect for the 
employee’s identity to remain confidential and not be subject to dis-
closure under the state’s public information law. The employee’s 
identity shall only be revealed when necessary for the team, the 
District, or law enforcement to investigate the reported threat. 

The District shall maintain a record of the identity of a District em-
ployee who elects for the employee’s identity to remain confiden-
tial. 

As soon as safe and practicable after an administrator or team re-
ceives information regarding a threat against a campus, including a 
threat made through social media, the appropriate administrator or 
the team shall immediately provide to each member of the teaching 
staff, including teacher aides, who may be directly affected by the 
threat a statement containing the following information: 

1. The existence of the threat; 

2. The nature of the threat; and 

3. Any other pertinent detail to ensure student and staff safety. 

The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations to en-
sure that the required notice is provided to the teaching staff in ac-
cordance with law. The administrative regulations may also ad-
dress notification of other appropriate employees on the affected 
campus. 

A member of the team or any District employee may act immedi-
ately to prevent an imminent threat or respond to an emergency, in-
cluding contacting law enforcement directly. 

The District shall develop procedures as recommended by the 
Texas School Safety Center. In accordance with those procedures, 
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the threat assessment and safe and supportive team shall conduct 
threat assessments using a process that includes: 

1. Identifying individuals, based on referrals, tips, or observa-
tions, whose behavior has raised concerns due to threats of 
violence or exhibition of behavior that is harmful, threatening, 
or violent.  

2. Conducting an individualized assessment based on reasona-
bly available information to determine whether the individual 
poses a threat of violence or poses a risk of harm to self or 
others and the level of risk.  

3. Implementing appropriate intervention and monitoring strate-
gies, if the team determines an individual poses a threat of 
harm to self or others. These strategies may include referral 
of a student for a mental health assessment and escalation 
procedures as appropriate. 

For a student or other individual the team determines poses a 
serious risk of violence to self or others, the team shall imme-
diately report to the Superintendent, who shall immediately at-
tempt to contact the student’s parent or guardian. Additionally, 
the Superintendent shall coordinate with law enforcement au-
thorities as necessary and take other appropriate action in ac-
cordance with the District’s multihazard emergency opera-
tions plan. 

For a student the team identifies as at risk of suicide, the 
team shall follow the District’s suicide prevention program. 

For a student the team identifies as having a substance 
abuse issue, the team shall follow the District’s substance 
abuse program. 

For a student whose conduct may constitute a violation of the 
District’s Student Code of Conduct, the team shall make a re-
ferral to the campus behavior coordinator or other appropriate 
administrator to consider disciplinary action.  

As appropriate, the team may refer a student:  

1. To a local mental health authority or health-care provider for 
evaluation or treatment; or 

2. For a full individualized and initial evaluation for special edu-
cation services. 

The team shall not provide any mental health-care services, except 
as permitted by law. 
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The team shall provide guidance to students and District employ-
ees on recognizing harmful, threatening, or violent behavior that 
may pose a threat to another person, the campus, or the commu-
nity and methods to report such behavior to the team, including 
through anonymous reporting. 

The team shall provide reports to the Texas Education Agency as 
required by law.  
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In this policy, the terms “complaint” and “grievance” shall have the 
same meaning.

Complaints by members of the public shall be filed in accordance 
with this policy, except as required by the policies listed below. 
Some of these policies require appeals to be submitted in 
accordance with GF after the relevant complaint process:

1. Complaints concerning instructional resources shall be 
submitted in accordance with the EF series.

2. Complaints concerning a commissioned peace officer who is 
an employee of the District shall be submitted in accordance 
with the CKE series.

Complaints regarding refusal of entry to or ejection from District 
property based on Education Code 37.105 shall be filed in 
accordance with this policy. However, the timelines shall be 
adjusted as necessary to permit the complainant to address the 
Board in person within 90 calendar days of filing the initial 
complaint, unless the complaint is resolved before the Board 
considers it. [See GKA(LEGAL)]

The Board encourages the public to discuss concerns with an 
appropriate administrator who has the authority to address the 
concerns. Concerns should be expressed as soon as possible to 
allow early resolution at the lowest possible administrative level.

Informal resolution shall be encouraged but shall not extend any 
deadlines in this policy, except by mutual written consent.

If a member of the public has engaged in the informal process in 
an attempt to resolve the complaint with the District and has not 
reached a resolution during the process, the individual must file a 
complaint within 15 business days of the date the individual first 
knew, or with reasonable diligence should have known, of the 
decision or action giving rise to the complaint or grievance.

All deadlines shall be strictly followed unless otherwise required by 
law or modified by mutual written consent.

An individual may initiate the formal process described below by 
timely filing a written complaint form.

The process described in this policy shall not be construed to 
create new or additional rights beyond those granted by law or 
Board policy, nor to require a full evidentiary hearing or “mini-trial” 
at any level.

The complaint form shall be filed with the lowest level administrator 
who has the authority to remedy the alleged problem. In most 
circumstances, the individual shall file a Level One complaint with 
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the campus principal for any complaint on a matter related to a 
campus. For a complaint that arises on a matter that is unrelated to 
a campus, the complaint shall be filed with the appropriate District-
level administrator.

If the subject matter of the complaint requires a Board decision, is 
a complaint about a Board member, or is a complaint about the 
Superintendent, the complaint shall be initiated at the Board level. 
A preliminary hearing to develop a record or recommendation for 
the Board may be conducted by an appropriate administrator.

A Board member shall be permitted to file a complaint under this 
policy, but, if the complaint is considered by the Board or Board 
committee, the Board member shall be prohibited from voting on 
the Board’s or Board committee’s decision. 

If the complaint is not filed with the appropriate administrator, the 
receiving administrator must note the date and time the complaint 
form was received and immediately forward the complaint form to 
the appropriate administrator. 

Even after initiating the formal complaint process, the complainant 
is encouraged to seek informal resolution of their concerns. A 
complainant whose concerns are resolved may withdraw a formal 
complaint at any time.

A District employee against whom a complaint has been filed shall 
be provided notice of the complaint in accordance with 
administrative regulations. The employee shall have sufficient 
opportunity to submit a written response to the complaint that shall 
be included in the record of the complaint. 

Neither the Board nor any District employee shall unlawfully 
retaliate against any individual for bringing a concern or complaint.

Complaint forms and appeal notices may be filed by hand-delivery, 
by electronic communication, or by U.S. Mail. Hand-delivered 
filings shall be timely filed if received by the appropriate 
administrator or designee by the close of business on the deadline. 
Filings submitted by electronic communication shall be timely filed 
if they are received by the close of business on the deadline, as 
indicated by the date/time shown on the electronic communication. 
Mail filings shall be timely filed if they are postmarked by U.S. Mail 
on or before the deadline and received by the appropriate 
administrator or designated representative no more than three 
business days after the deadline.

The District shall make reasonable attempts to schedule hearings 
at a mutually agreeable time. If the complainant fails to appear at a 
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scheduled hearing, the District may hold the hearing and issue a 
decision in the complainant’s absence.

A “decision” shall mean a written communication to the 
complainant from the appropriate administrator that provides an 
explanation of the basis of the decision, an indication of each 
document that supports the decision, and any relief or redress to 
be provided. A decision shall be issued on the merits of the 
concern raised in the complaint notwithstanding any procedural 
errors or the type of relief or redress requested.

The decision shall also include information regarding the filing of 
an appeal in accordance with this policy. After a hearing at Level 
Three, the decision shall include information on submitting an 
appeal to the commissioner.

A decision may be hand-delivered, sent by electronic 
communication to the complainant’s email address of record, or 
sent by U.S. Mail to the complainant’s mailing address of record. 
Mailed decisions shall be timely if they are postmarked by U.S. 
Mail on or before the deadline.

“Representative” shall mean any person who or organization that is 
designated by a complainant to represent the complainant in the 
complaint process.

The complainant may designate a representative through written 
notice to the District at any level of this process. The representative 
may participate in person or by telephone conference call. If the 
complainant designates a representative with fewer than three 
business days’ notice to the District before a scheduled hearing, 
the District may reschedule the hearing to a later date, if desired, in 
order to include the District’s counsel. The District may be 
represented by counsel at any level of the process.

To promote efficiency in addressing complaints, the appropriate 
administrator shall determine if separate or serial complaints 
arising from an event or series of related events shall be 
consolidated.

Each party shall pay its own costs incurred in the course of the 
complaint.

Complaints and appeals under this policy shall be submitted on a 
form provided by the District.

Copies of any documents that support the complaint should be 
included with the complaint form. If the complainant does not have 
copies of these documents, copies may be presented at the Level 
One hearing. After the Level One hearing, the complainant may 

Decision

Representative

Consolidating 
Complaints

Costs Incurred

Complaint and 
Appeal Forms

360



Belton ISD
014903

PUBLIC COMPLAINTS GF
(LOCAL)

DATE ISSUED: 10/28/2025  4 of 6
UPDATE 126
GF(LOCAL)-A

Adopted:

supplement the record with additional documents or include 
additional claims.

A record of each complaint hearing shall be created and retained in 
accordance with this policy. The record shall include documents 
submitted by the complainant, documents determined relevant by 
District personnel, and the decision.

A complaint or appeal form that is incomplete in any material 
aspect shall be refiled, if at Level One, and remanded at all other 
levels in order to develop an adequate record of the complaint.

If an adequate record has not been developed, the appropriate 
administrator may remand the complaint to a lower level. The 
Board or Board committee may remand a complaint to a lower 
level if at the Board level of review an adequate record has not 
been developed.

When a District employee is the subject of a complaint, the hearing 
shall be conducted by an administrator who is in a supervisory or 
higher organizational role. The District employee who is the subject 
of the complaint shall recuse themselves from reviewing the 
complaint at any level in the process. 

The District may conduct an investigation at any level in the 
complaint process. If the District and the complainant mutually 
agree, all deadlines shall be suspended during an investigation.

At Level One, the appropriate hearing officer shall hold a hearing 
with the complainant within 10 calendar days after receipt of the 
written complaint. The hearing officer may set reasonable time 
limits for the hearing.

The hearing officer shall provide the complainant a decision within 
20 calendar days following the hearing. In reaching a decision, the 
hearing officer may consider information provided with the 
complaint form and any other relevant documents or information 
the hearing officer believes will help resolve the complaint.

If the complainant did not receive the relief requested at Level One 
or if the time for a decision has expired, the complainant may 
request a hearing at Level Two to appeal the Level One decision.

The appeal notice must be filed in writing, on a form provided by 
the District, within 20 calendar days of the date of the Level One 
decision or, if no decision has been communicated to the 
complainant, within 20 calendar days of the Level One decision 
deadline.

After receiving notice of the appeal, the Level One hearing officer 
shall prepare and forward a record of the Level One complaint to 
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the Level Two hearing officer and provide a copy of the Level One 
record to the complainant.

The Level One record shall include:

1. The original complaint form and any attachments.

2. Any other documents submitted by the complainant at Level 
One.

3. If the complaint is against a District employee, the written 
response of the District employee, if any.

4. The decision issued at Level One and any attachments.

5. All other documents relied upon by the Level One hearing 
officer in reaching the Level One decision.

The hearing officer shall hold a hearing within 10 calendar days 
after the appeal notice is filed. The hearing officer may set 
reasonable time limits for the hearing.

The hearing officer shall provide the complainant a decision within 
20 calendar days following the hearing. In reaching a decision, the 
hearing officer may consider the Level One record, any additional 
information provided prior to the Level Two hearting, and any other 
relevant documents or information the hearing officer believes will 
help resolve the complaint.

Recordings of the Level One and Level Two hearings, if any, shall 
be maintained with the Level One and Level Two records.

If the complainant did not receive the relief requested at Level Two 
or if the time for a decision has expired, he or she may appeal the 
decision to the Board.

The appeal notice must be filed in writing, on a form provided by 
the District, within 20 calendar days of the date of the Level Two 
decision or, if no decision has been communicated to the 
complainant, within 20 calendar days of the Level Two decision 
deadline.

Unless the Board delegates a committee in accordance with law, 
the Board shall hear the appeal of the Level Two decision.

After receiving notice of the appeal, the Board or Board committee 
shall hold a meeting to discuss the complaint no later than 60 
calendar days after the date on which the Level Two decision was 
made.

The Superintendent shall inform the complainant whether the 
Board or a Board committee will hear the appeal and of the date, 

Level Three
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time, and place of the meeting at which the complaint will be on the 
agenda for presentation to the Board or Board committee.

At least five business days before the Board or Board committee 
meeting, the Superintendent shall provide the complainant a 
description of any information the Board intends to rely on that is 
not contained in the record created at the previous hearing levels, 
including any preliminary hearing.

The Superintendent shall provide the Board the record of the Level 
Two appeal. The complainant may request a copy of the Level Two 
record.

The Level Two record shall include:

1. The Level One record.

2. The notice of appeal from Level One to Level Two.

3. Any other documents submitted by the complainant at Level 
Two.

4. The decision issued at Level Two and any attachments.

5. All other documents relied upon by the administration in 
reaching the Level Two decision.

The complainant may request that the complaint be heard in open 
or closed meeting. The District shall honor that request unless the 
Texas Open Meetings Act or other applicable law requires 
otherwise. [See BE]

At the meeting, the presiding officer may set reasonable time limits 
and guidelines for the presentation, including an opportunity for the 
complainant and administration to each make a presentation and 
provide rebuttal and an opportunity for questioning by Board 
members. 

In addition to any other record of the meeting required by law, the 
Board or Board committee shall prepare a separate record of the 
Level Three presentation. The Level Three presentation, including 
the presentation by the complainant or the complainant’s 
representative, any presentation from the administration, and 
questions from Board members with responses, shall be recorded 
by audio recording, video/audio recording, or court reporter.

The Board or Board committee shall then consider the complaint. It 
shall make a decision no later than 30 calendar days after the date 
of the Board or Board committee meeting at which the complaint 
was presented. The complainant shall be provided a decision in 
accordance with this policy and state law.
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In this policy, the terms “complaint” and “grievance” shall have the 
same meaning. 

Complaints by members of the public shall be filed in accordance 
with this policy, except as required by the policies listed below. 
Some of these policies require appeals to be submitted in accord-
ance with GF after the relevant complaint process: 

1. Complaints concerning instructional resources shall be 
filedsubmitted in accordance with the EF series. 

2. Complaints concerning a commissioned peace officer who is 
an employee of the District shall be filedsubmitted in accord-
ance with the CKE series. 

Complaints regarding refusal of entry to or ejection from District 
property based on Education Code 37.105 shall be filed in accord-
ance with this policy. However, the timelines shall be adjusted as 
necessary to permit the complainant to address the Board in per-
son within 90 calendar days of filing the initial complaint, unless the 
complaint is resolved before the Board considers it. [See GKA(LE-
GAL)] 

The Board encourages the public to discuss concerns with an ap-
propriate administrator who has the authority to address the con-
cerns. Concerns should be expressed as soon as possible to allow 
early resolution at the lowest possible administrative level. 

Informal resolution shall be encouraged but shall not extend any 
deadlines in this policy, except by mutual written consent. 

If a member of the public has engaged in the informal process in 
an attempt to resolve the complaint with the District and has not 
reached a resolution during the process, the individual must file a 
complaint within 15 business days of the date the individual first 
knew, or with reasonable diligence should have known, of the deci-
sion or action giving rise to the complaint or grievance. 

All deadlines shall be strictly followed unless otherwise required by 
law or modified by mutual written consent. 

An individual may initiate the formal process described below by 
timely filing a written complaint form. 

Even after initiating the formal complaint process, individuals are 
encouraged to seek informal resolution of their concerns. An indi-
vidual whose concerns are resolved may withdraw a formal com-
plaint at any time. 

The process described in this policy shall not be construed to cre-
ate new or additional rights beyond those granted by law or Board 
policy, nor to require a full evidentiary hearing or “mini-trial” at any 
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level.The process described in this policy shall not be construed to 
create new or additional rights beyond those granted by law or 
Board policy, nor to require a full evidentiary hearing or “mini-trial” 
at any level. 

The complaint form shall be filed with the lowest level administrator 
who has the authority to remedy the alleged problem. In most cir-
cumstances, the individual shall file a Level One complaint with the 
campus principal for any complaint on a matter related to a cam-
pus. For a complaint that arises on a matter that is unrelated to a 
campus, the complaint shall be filed with the appropriate District-
level administrator. 

If the subject matter of the complaint requires a Board decision, is 
a complaint about a Board member, or is a complaint about the Su-
perintendent, the complaint shall be initiated at the Board level. A 
preliminary hearing to develop a record or recommendation for the 
Board may be conducted by an appropriate administrator. 

A Board member shall be permitted to file a complaint under this 
policy, but, if the complaint is considered by the Board or Board 
committee, the Board member shall be prohibited from voting on 
the Board’s or Board committee’s decision.  

If the complaint is not filed with the appropriate administrator, the 
receiving administrator must note the date and time the complaint 
form was received and immediately forward the complaint form to 
the appropriate administrator.  

Even after initiating the formal complaint process, the complainant 
is encouraged to seek informal resolution of their concerns. A com-
plainant whose concerns are resolved may withdraw a formal com-
plaint at any time. 

A District employee against whom a complaint has been filed shall 
be provided notice of the complaint in accordance with administra-
tive regulations. The employee shall have sufficient opportunity to 
submit a written response to the complaint that shall be included in 
the record of the complaint.  

Neither the Board nor any District employee shall unlawfully retali-
ate against any individual for bringing a concern or complaint. 

Complaint forms and appeal notices may be filed by hand-delivery, 
by electronic communication, including email and fax, or by U.S. 
Mail. Hand-delivered filings shall be timely filed if received by the 
appropriate administrator or designee by the close of business on 
the deadline. Filings submitted by electronic communication shall 
be timely filed if they are received by the close of business on the 
deadline, as indicated by the date/time shown on the electronic 
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communication. Mail filings shall be timely filed if they are post-
marked by U.S. Mail on or before the deadline and received by the 
appropriate administrator or designated representative no more 
than three business days after the deadline. 

The District shall make reasonable attempts to schedule confer-
enceshearings at a mutually agreeable time. If the individualcom-
plainant fails to appear at a scheduled conferencehearing, the Dis-
trict may hold the conferencehearing and issue a decision in the 
individual’scomplainant’s absence. 

A “decision” shall mean a written communication to the individual-
complainant from the appropriate administrator. Responses may 
be hand-delivered, sent by electronic communication to the individ-
ual’s email address of record, or sent by U.S. Mail to the individ-
ual’s mailing address of record. Mailed responses that provides an 
explanation of the basis of the decision, an indication of each docu-
ment that supports the decision, and any relief or redress to be 
provided. A decision shall be issued on the merits of the concern 
raised in the complaint notwithstanding any procedural errors or 
the type of relief or redress requested. 

The decision shall also include information regarding the filing of 
an appeal in accordance with this policy. After a hearing at Level 
Three, the decision shall include information on submitting an ap-
peal to the commissioner. 

A decision may be hand-delivered, sent by electronic communica-
tion to the complainant’s email address of record, or sent by U.S. 
Mail to the complainant’s mailing address of record. Mailed deci-
sions shall be timely if they are postmarked by U.S. Mail on or be-
fore the deadline. 

“Days” shall mean District business days, unless otherwise noted. 
In calculating timelines under this policy, the day a document is 
filed is “day zero.” The following business day is “day one.” 

“Representative” shall mean any person who or organization that is 
designated by an individuala complainant to represent the individu-
alcomplainant in the complaint process. 

The individualcomplainant may designate a representative through 
written notice to the District at any level of this process. If the indi-
vidualThe representative may participate in person or by telephone 
conference call. If the complainant designates a representative 
with fewer than three business days’ notice to the District before a 
scheduled conference or hearing, the District may reschedule the 
conference or hearing to a later date, if desired, in order to include 
the District’s counsel. The District may be represented by counsel 
at any level of the process. 

Scheduling 
ConferencesHearin
gs 

Response 
At Levels One and 
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Days 
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Complaints arising out of an event or a series of related events 
shall be addressed in one complaint. An individual shall not fileTo 
promote efficiency in addressing complaints, the appropriate ad-
ministrator shall determine if separate or serial complaints arising 
from anyan event or series of events that have been or could have 
been addressed in a previous complaint. 

All time limits shall be strictly followed unless modified by mutual 
written consent. 

If a complaint form or appeal notice is not timely filed, the com-
plaint may be dismissed, on written notice to the individual, at any 
point during the complaint process. The individual may appeal the 
dismissal by seeking review in writing within ten days from the date 
of the written dismissal notice, starting at the level at which the 
complaint was dismissed. Such appeal shall be limited to the issue 
of timelinessrelated events shall be consolidated. 

Each party shall pay its own costs incurred in the course of the 
complaint. 

Complaints and appeals under this policy shall be submitted in 
writing on a form provided by the District. 

Copies of any documents that support the complaint should be at-
tached toincluded with the complaint form. If the individualcom-
plainant does not have copies of these documents, theycopies may 
be presented at the Level One conferencehearing. After the Level 
One conference, no new documents may be submitted by the indi-
vidual unless the individual did not know the documents existed 
before the Level One conferencehearing, the complainant may 
supplement the record with additional documents or include addi-
tional claims. 

A record of each complaint hearing shall be created and retained in 
accordance with this policy. The record shall include documents 
submitted by the complainant, documents determined relevant by 
District personnel, and the decision. 

A complaint or appeal form that is incomplete in any material as-
pect mayshall be dismissed but may be refiled with all the required 
information if the refiling is within the designated time for filing.re-
filed, if at Level One, and remanded at all other levels in order to 
develop an adequate record of the complaint. 

If an adequate record has not been developed, the appropriate ad-
ministrator may remand the complaint to a lower level. The Board 
or Board committee may remand a complaint to a lower level if at 
the Board level of review an adequate record has not been devel-
oped. 

Consolidating 
Complaints 

Untimely Filings 

Costs Incurred 

Complaint and 
Appeal Forms 
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When a District employee is the subject of a complaint, the hearing 
shall be conducted by an administrator who is in a supervisory or 
higher organizational role. The District employee who is the subject 
of the complaint shall recuse themselves from reviewing the com-
plaint at any level in the process.  

Complaint forms must be filed: 

1. Within 15 days of the date the individual first knew, or with 
reasonable diligence should have known, of the decision or 
action giving rise to the complaint or grievance; and 

2. With the lowest level administrator who has the authority to 
remedy the alleged problem. 

If the only administrator who has authority to remedy the al-
leged problem is the Superintendent or designee, the com-
plaint may begin at Level Two following the procedure, includ-
ing deadlines, for filing the complaint form at Level One. 

If the complaint is not filed with the appropriate administrator, the 
receiving administrator must note the date and time the complaint 
form was received and immediately forward the complaint form to 
the appropriate administrator. 

The appropriate administrator shall investigate as necessary and 
schedule a conference with the individual within ten days after re-
ceipt of the written complaint. The administrator may set reasona-
ble time limits for the conference. 

Assignment of 
Hearing Officer 

Level One 
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The District may conduct an investigation at any level in the com-
plaint process. If the District and the complainant mutually agree, 
all deadlines shall be suspended during an investigation. 

At Level One, the appropriate hearing officer shall hold a hearing 
with the complainant within 10 calendar days after receipt of the 
written complaint. The hearing officer may set reasonable time lim-
its for the hearing. 

The hearing officer shall provide the complainant a decision within 
20 calendar days following the hearing. In reaching a decision, the 
hearing officer may consider information provided with the com-
plaint form and any other relevant documents or information the 
hearing officer believes will help resolve the complaint. 

If the individualcomplainant did not receive the relief requested at 
Level One or if the time for a responsedecision has expired, he or 
shethe complainant may request a conference with the Superinten-
dent or designeehearing at Level Two to appeal the Level One de-
cision. 

The appeal notice must be filed in writing, on a form provided by 
the District, within ten20 calendar days of the date of the written 
Level One responsedecision or, if no response was received, 
within tendecision has been communicated to the complainant, 
within 20 calendar days of the Level One responsedecision 
deadline. 

After receiving notice of the appeal, the Level One administra-
torhearing officer shall prepare and forward a record of the Level 
One complaint to the Level Two administrator. The individual may 
requesthearing officer and provide a copy of the Level One record 
to the complainant. 

The Level One record shall include: 

1. The original complaint form and any attachments. 

2. AllAny other documents submitted by the individualcomplain-
ant at Level One. 

3. TheIf the complaint is against a District employee, the written 
response of the District employee, if any. 

3.4. The decision issued at Level One and any attachments. 

4.5. All other documents relied upon by the Level One administra-
torhearing officer in reaching the Level One decision. 

The Superintendent or designee shall schedule a conference 
within tenhearing officer shall hold a hearing within 10 calendar 
days after the appeal notice is filed. The conference shall be limited 

Absent extenuating 
circumstances, the 
administrator shall 
provide the 
individual a written 
response within ten 
days following the 
conference. The 
written response 
shall set forth the 
basis of the 
decision. In reaching 
a decision, the 
administrator may 
consider information 
provided at the Level 
One conference and 
any other relevant 
documents or 
information the 
administratorInvesti
gation 
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to the issues and documents considered at Level One. At the con-
ference, the individual may provide information concerning any 
documents or information relied upon by the administration for the 
Level One decision. The Superintendent or designee may set rea-
sonable time limits for the conferencehearing officer may set rea-
sonable time limits for the hearing. 

The Superintendent or designeehearing officer shall provide the in-
dividual a written response within tencomplainant a decision within 
20 calendar days following the conference. The written response 
shall set forth the basis of the decisionhearing. In reaching a deci-
sion, the Superintendent or designeehearing officer may consider 
the Level One record, any additional information provided atprior to 
the Level Two conferencehearting, and any other relevant docu-
ments or information the Superintendent or designeehearing officer 
believes will help resolve the complaint. 

Recordings of the Level One and Level Two conferenceshearings, 
if any, shall be maintained with the Level One and Level Two rec-
ords. 

If the individualcomplainant did not receive the relief requested at 
Level Two or if the time for a responsedecision has expired, he or 
she may appeal the decision to the Board. 

The appeal notice must be filed in writing, on a form provided by 
the District, within ten20 calendar days of the date of the written 
Level Two responsedecision or, if no response was received, within 
tendecision has been communicated to the complainant, within 20 
calendar days of the Level Two responsedecision deadline. 

The Superintendent or designee shall inform the individual of the 
date, time, and place of the BoardUnless the Board delegates a 
committee in accordance with law, the Board shall hear the appeal 
of the Level Two decision. 

After receiving notice of the appeal, the Board or Board committee 
shall hold a meeting to discuss the complaint no later than 60 cal-
endar days after the date on which the Level Two decision was 
made. 

The Superintendent shall inform the complainant whether the 
Board or a Board committee will hear the appeal and of the date, 
time, and place of the meeting at which the complaint will be on the 
agenda for presentation to the Board or Board committee. 

The Superintendent or designee shall provide the Board the record 
of the Level Two appeal. The individualAt least five business days 
before the Board or Board committee meeting, the Superintendent 
shall provide the complainant a description of any information the 

Level Three 
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Board intends to rely on that is not contained in the record created 
at the previous hearing levels, including any preliminary hearing. 

The Superintendent shall provide the Board the record of the Level 
Two appeal. The complainant may request a copy of the Level Two 
record. 

The Level Two record shall include: 

1. The Level One record. 

2. The notice of appeal from Level One to Level Two. 

3. The written responseAny other documents submitted by the 
complainant at Level Two. 

3.4. The decision issued at Level Two and any attachments. 

4.5. All other documents relied upon by the administration in 
reaching the Level Two decision. 

The appeal shall be limited to the issues and documents consid-
ered at Level Two, except that if at the Level Three hearing the ad-
ministration intends to rely on evidence not included in the Level 
Two record, the administration shall provide the individual notice of 
the nature of the evidence at least three days before the hearing. 

The District shall determine whether the complaint will be pre-
sented in open or closed meeting in accordance with the Texas 
Open Meetings Act and other applicable law. [See BE] 

Thecomplainant may request that the complaint be heard in open 
or closed meeting. The District shall honor that request unless the 
Texas Open Meetings Act or other applicable law requires other-
wise. [See BE] 

At the meeting, the presiding officer may set reasonable time limits 
and guidelines for the presentation, including an opportunity for the 
individualcomplainant and administration to each make a presenta-
tion and provide rebuttal and an opportunity for questioning by the 
Board. The Board shall hear the complaint and may request that 
the administration provide an explanation for the decisions at the 
preceding levels. members.  

In addition to any other record of the Board meeting required by 
law, the Board or Board committee shall prepare a separate record 
of the Level Three presentation. The Level Three presentation, in-
cluding the presentation by the individualcomplainant or his or 
herthe complainant’s representative, any presentation from the ad-
ministration, and questions from the Board members with re-
sponses, shall be recorded by audio recording, video/audio record-
ing, or court reporter. 
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The Board or Board committee shall then consider the complaint. It 
may give notice of itsshall make a decision orally or in writing at 
any time up to and including the next regularly scheduled Board 
meeting. If the Board does not make a decision regarding the com-
plaint by the end of the next regularly scheduled meeting, the lack 
of a response by the Board upholds the administrative decision at 
Level Twono later than 30 calendar days after the date of the 
Board or Board committee meeting at which the complaint was 
presented. The complainant shall be provided a decision in accord-
ance with this policy and state law. 
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