
Independent School District 507 Regular 
School Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 13, 2024 6:00 PM

1 Pine St, Nicollet, MN 56074, Community 
Room

1 Pine St
Nicollet, MN 56074

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8658971046?pwd=UTljNktqanFoMVhwYzNRTUtFNDkzQT09

Meeting ID: 865 897 1046
Passcode: 136511 

Agenda

{{Name: Agenda Item Name}}
1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. VISITOR COMMENTS
The school board meeting is a meeting in the public, not a public meeting.  Nicollet 
School Board Policy provides that persons who wish to have a subject discussed at a 
public school board meeting are encouraged to notify the superintendent’s office in 
advance of the school board meeting.  The school board chair will recognize one speaker 
at a time and will rule out of order other speakers who are not recognized, violations of 
data privacy, or inappropriate comments.

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. REPORTS AND PRESENTATION

5.a. Superintendent's Report

5.b. Principal's Report

5.c. Student Representative's Report

5.d. Board Committees' Reports

6. CONSENT AGENDA

6.a. Approval of Minutes

6.b. Approval of Bills in the amount of $

6.c. Approval of Personnel Items

3

12

14

15

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8658971046?pwd=UTljNktqanFoMVhwYzNRTUtFNDkzQT09


6.d. Accept Donations
MS 123B.02, Subd. 6 permits the school board to accept donations or gifts 
for the benefit of the district.  The Superintendent recommends 
approving the donations received.

6.e. Policy Review 613

6.f. Request for Resolution on Parcel

6.g. Code.Org addition as new board committee

7. Adjournment

19

20





NICOLLET PUBLIC SCHOOLS ᐧ ISD 507

One Pine Street ᐧNicollet, MN 56074
Office 507-232-3411

Fax 507-232-3536 - info@ isd507.k12.mn.us
Superintendent/ Principal 9-12: Mrs.Robin Courrier ᐧ Principal K-8: Ms. Nancy Remmert

Date: March 8, 2024
RE: Meeting Notes for March 13, 2024 Board Meeting

5. Superintendent’s Report
A. Code.Org District - Superintendent recommends adding one Board member to the

newly formed Code.Org committee. This will bridge the communication between school
and community regarding becoming a Code.Org District.

B. MVED Building proposal - a presentation was sent to the Board for review. MVED is in
need of a significant renovation or new building lease. The cost of a new lease for
Nicollet’s portion would be $42,000 per year. Our cost now is $12,000 per year. The
new building would allow MVED to house four different transition programs within one
building. Ashley Black is part of the MVED Board representing Nicollet. Superintendent
recommends a motion of support to move forward with the planning of leasing and
renovating a new site. We further acknowledge this is not a commitment from Nicollet to
agree to the purchase but supporting planning toward moving to the new site.

C. Request for Resolution 2-26-24 - The Board will find a request from Mr. Eric Annexstad
and Mr. David Gunderson for Independent School District 507 School Board to approve
their Petition for Detachment and Annexation for the property cited in the petition. (view
request) The Superintendent questions the purpose of recommendation approval of
detachment. It is understood that the current property is shared with St. Peter School
District and is coded “tax exempt” and is of no tax benefit/loss to either district at this
time. However, should the property change ownership and become a tax benefit to
Nicollet school district detachment could result in a loss of taxed property. The
Superintendent defers the recommendation of a motion to the Board for discussion and
decision of approval or denial.

D. Virtual Job Fair - Nicollet Public Schools is participating in a Virtual Job Fair April 2 & 23
in the hopes of securing a Student Support Specialist (Counselor/Social Worker) for the
24-25 school year.

E. Strategic Planning Work - a request by the Superintendent to MSBA has been submitted
to begin long range strategic planning. The strategic planning will focus in the areas of;
Facilities Management, Student/Staff Health and Wellness, Staff Development, and
Curriculum Planning/Design.

F. NECC Playground Groundbreaking April 1, 2024
G. Office of the Nicollet County Attorney: The Initial Hearing for public criminal case

regarding a former employee has been scheduled for March 19, 2024 at 8:15am in the
Nicollet County District Court.

Developing responsible, lifelong learners who are ready to succeed in a changing world.

http://www.isd507.k12.mn.us/

http://www.isd507.k12.mn.us/


NICOLLET PUBLIC SCHOOLS ᐧ ISD 507

One Pine Street ᐧNicollet, MN 56074
Office 507-232-3411

Fax 507-232-3536 - info@ isd507.k12.mn.us
Superintendent/ Principal 9-12: Mrs.Robin Courrier ᐧ Principal K-8: Ms. Nancy Remmert

H. First review of Board Policy 613 Graduation Requirements:
There are two items for review; VI C and VI D.
VI C - Strike An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8th

grade standards in mathematics; Insert: Beginning with 9th graders in the 2024-2025
school year earning Algebra I credit in 8th grade will have earned 1 math credit standard
toward graduation.
VI New D - One credit of personal finance for students beginning in 9th grade 2023-2024
must be successfully completed for graduation.

I have attached Board Policy 613 Graduation Requirements to the Board Agenda.

Developing responsible, lifelong learners who are ready to succeed in a changing world.

http://www.isd507.k12.mn.us/

http://www.isd507.k12.mn.us/


Adopted: February 2010 Revised: June 10, 2020, May 11, 2022

613 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school
district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students entering grade 8 in the 2012-2013
school year and later must demonstrate, as determined by the school district, their
satisfactory completion of the credit requirements and their understanding of academic
standards. The school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or exceed
state graduation requirements established in law or rule.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Academic standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student
learning in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social
studies, physical education, or the arts, or (2) a locally adopted expectation for
student learning in health, the arts, career and technical education, or world
languages.

B. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or
a student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school
district.

C. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations
or modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the
needs of an individual student with disabilities.

D. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement
developed for a student eligible by law for special education and services.

E. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first
language is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted
by lack of English language proficiency.

IV. DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR

The principal or designee shall be named the District Assessment Coordinator. Said
person shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring recommendations to the
school board annually for approval.
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V. GRADUATION ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS
For students enrolled in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, students’ state
graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to student
education and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, include
the following:

A. Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and
writing, as measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined
benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that
students, their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to
have a reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without the need for
postsecondary remediation and which facilitates the monitoring of students’
continuous development of and growth in requisite knowledge and skills; analysis
of students’ progress and performance levels, identification of students’ academic
strengths and diagnosis of areas where students require curriculum or
instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation; and
determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on
analysis of students’ progress and performance data; and

B. Consistent with this paragraph and Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 age-appropriate
exploration and planning activities and career assessments to encourage students
to identify personally relevant career interests and aptitudes and help students
and their families develop a regularly reexamined transition plan for
postsecondary education or employment without need for postsecondary
remediation.

C. Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state
graduation requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified
alternative assessments.

D. Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must
receive targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction which
may include a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on improving the
student’s knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student has a
reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without need for
postsecondary remediation.

E. Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who are
students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for a
career or college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate in
courses and programs awarding college credit to high school students. Students
are not required to achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on an
assessment to graduate from high school.
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F. A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the
Student’s high school transcript.

VI. GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
Students beginning 8th grade in the 2012-2013 school year and later must successfully
complete, as determined by the school district, the following high school level credits,
totaling 24, for graduation:

A. Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in English
language arts;

B. Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its equivalent,
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

C. An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8th grade
standards in mathematics; Beginning with 9th graders in the 2024-2025 school
year earning Algebra I credit in 8th grade will have earned 1 math credit standard
toward graduation.

D. One credit of personal finance for students beginning in 9th grade 2023-2024 must be
successfully completed for graduation.

E. Three credits of science, including at least: (a) one credit of biology;
(b) one credit of chemistry or physics; and (c) one elective credit of science. The
combination of credits must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the academic
standards in either chemistry or physics and (ii) all other academic standards in
science;

F. Three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United States
history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;

G. One credit in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local academic
standards in the arts; and

H. A minimum of seven elective credits.

I. Credit equivalencies

1. A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture education
or business department may fulfill a one-half credit in social studies under
Paragraph E., above, if the credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic
standards in economics.

2. An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill
the elective science credit required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit
meets the state physical science, life science, earth and space science,
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chemistry, or physics academic standards or a combination of these
academic standards as approved by the school district. An agriculture or
career and technical education credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or
physics required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets the state
chemistry or physics academic standards as approved by the school
district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry or physics
academic standards prior to graduation. An agriculture science or career
and technical education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit
under Paragraph D., above.

3. A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts
credit requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph F., above.

4. A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement
under Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in
mathematics.

5. A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph D., above, if the credit
meets the state academic standards in mathematics or science.

VII. GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A. All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic
standards:

1. School District Standards, Health (K-12);

2. School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

3. School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).

B. Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical
education will be reviewed on an annual basis.* A school district must use the
current world languages standards developed by the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages.

* Reviews are required to be conducted on a periodic basis. Therefore, this time
period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

C. All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation
Standards in accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota
Department of Education (MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;
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2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4. Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and

5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12

D. State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to
develop their own standards.

E. The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical
impairments for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic
standards are inappropriate. An IEP team that makes this determination must
establish alternative standards.

VIII. EARLY GRADUATION

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minn. Stat. §
120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A. All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

B. The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent
or guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

C. The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the
superintendent and school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Graduation Requirements; Course Credits)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to Postsecondary
Education and Employment; Involuntary Career Tracking Prohibited)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals) MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and
Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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Principal Board Report: March 13, 2024

School Community
Engagement

Schoolwide Community Events - PBIS Team
● 9th Grade - Pancake Breakfast - February 13
● 11th Grade - Prom/Middle School Pride qtr rewards
● 12th Grade - Graduation/Senior Trip/ Secondary qtr

rewards, Veterans Day Celebration
● PBIS Team/Staff - End of Year Celebration
● NHS - Homework Cafe - Open 7:30 M-F

Middle School and Secondary Lunch M-F
After school 3:15-4:00 M-Th

● Pride Ambassadors - 20 CTBN Teacher Assistants
(weekly)

● FFA - Events (Patric - chair)
● PE Events - (Slander, Rudenick)
● Knowledge Bowl - James
● Math Masters - Dallman (5th & 6th grade)
● Spelling Bee 1/23 8:15 Theater

Student Council - Weekly announcements/pledge - Monday

Home and School
Community
Engagement

March 4 - 7:00pm Spring Sports Meeting
March 5 - Vision and Hearing Screening
March 7/13 - FFA Region 7
March 8 - Vision/Hearing Screening

Trig-Star Competition
March 12 - ACT Testing
March 18 - Adam Erickson/Robin Courrier MSBA Day at the Capitol
March 21 - End of 3rd quarter
April 4 - Grade 10 Career Expo

Student
Engagement

March CTBN: Friendship
Weekly visits to elementary classrooms by Choose to Be Nice
ambassadors. They help to engage students in CTBN activities,
stories, and lessons.

Advisory: Students grades 7 - 12 are engaged in daily advisory. Two
days a week they have lessons in social/emotional growth. Three days
are spent connecting individually with their advisor, grade check ins,
and work time.

Homework Cafe: This continues to be running after school Monday -
Thursday. Students who take advantage of the program are showing
improvement in homework completion and grades.



Staff Development
and Early Release

Staff Development Plan 2023
Dates for Staff Development: 8/29, 9/29, 10/18, 1 / 2, 2/16, 3/22,
4/26, 5/30
March 22 - No school staff development day.

1. MCA Preparation and planning for small group testing
2. Standard lesson planning and alignment
3. 2BCont’d - Mental Health Training for some secondary staff

Per NPS Instructional Improvement Plan
● MCA Preparation: 5-8 teachers in ELA and Math are providing

“question of the day” from the MDE Online Question Tool to
support students in understanding the format and
language/vocabulary demands of the MCA questions in Math
and Reading

● MCA preparation: 2023 student MCA results have been
analyzed and small groups of grade 7 and 8 students are
working with teachers during advisory time for extra doses
specific skill support

READ Act: committee has been developed and have met 1 time to
discuss and selev

Being There
Experiences (Field
Trips) & Activities

Young Writers and Artist Conference - March 6

Upcoming Events March 5 & 8- Hearing and Vision screening
March 15 - Band Concert 7:30
March 19 - Spring Choir Concert 7:00
March 21-Spring Picture Day K-12
March 22 - 29 Band / Choir Trip - No school scheduled

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JOM76zI1ksnqe22DaVH-4wCSuB-m-J6ddtsewwb-jsQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TyPUxMlvgyssw9AE2qLQnhlgVIRSHyAc-JANTuFW8pI/edit


Independent School District 507 Regular 
School Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 6:00 PM 
Central

1 Pine St, Nicollet, MN 56074, Community 
Room

1 Pine St
Nicollet, MN 56074  

  
Ashley Black: Present, Adam Erickson: Present, Jill Martens: Present, Scot Osborne: Present, 
Mike Slater: Present, Nick Thom: Present. Present: 6.
 
1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. VISITOR COMMENTS

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Move to accept the Agenda as presented. This motion, made by Ashley Black and seconded by 
Jill Martens, Carried.
Ashley Black: Yea, Adam Erickson: Yea, Jill Martens: Yea, Scot Osborne: Yea, Mike Slater: 
Yea, Nick Thom: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

5. REPORTS AND PRESENTATION

5.a. Superintendent's Report

5.b. Principal's Report

5.c. Student Representative's Report

5.d. Board Committees' Reports

6. CONSENT AGENDA
Move to accept the Consent Agenda as presented. This motion, made by Scot Osborne and 
seconded by Jill Martens, Carried.
Ashley Black: Yea, Adam Erickson: Yea, Jill Martens: Yea, Scot Osborne: Yea, Mike Slater: 
Yea, Nick Thom: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

6.a. Approval of Minutes

6.b. Approval of Bills in the amount of $

6.c. Approval of Personnel Items

6.d. Accept Donations

7. ADJOURNMENT
Move to Adjourn at 6:44pm. This motion, made by Scot Osborne and seconded by Mike Slater, 
Carried.
Ashley Black: Yea, Adam Erickson: Yea, Jill Martens: Yea, Scot Osborne: Yea, Mike Slater: 
Yea, Nick Thom: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0
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I recommend accepting the gifts as described below.

Donor Name Description
of Gift

Value Purpose of Gift
Nicollet Lions Check $2,500.00 Latchkey Field trips
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613 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school 
district. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students entering grade 8 in the 2012-2013 
school year and later must demonstrate, as determined by the school district, their 
satisfactory completion of the credit requirements and their understanding of academic 
standards.  The school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or exceed 
state graduation requirements established in law or rule.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Academic standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student 
learning in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social 
studies, physical education, or the arts, or (2) a locally adopted expectation for 
student learning in health, the arts, career and technical education, or world 
languages.

B. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or 
a student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school 
district.

C. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or 
modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs 
of an individual student with disabilities.

D. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement 
developed for a student eligible by law for special education and services.

E. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first 
language is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted 
by lack of English language proficiency.

IV. DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR

The principal or designee shall be named the District Assessment Coordinator.  Said 
person shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring recommendations to the 
school board annually for approval.
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V. GRADUATION ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

For students enrolled in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, students’ state 
graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to student 
education and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, include 
the following:

A. Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and 
writing, as measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined 
benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that 
students, their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have 
a reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without the need for 
postsecondary remediation and which facilitates the monitoring of students’ 
continuous development of and growth in requisite knowledge and skills;  
analysis of students’ progress and performance levels, identification of students’ 
academic strengths and diagnosis of areas where students require curriculum or 
instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation; and 
determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional 
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on 
analysis of students’ progress and performance data; and

B. Consistent with this paragraph and Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (see Policy 604, 
Section II.H.), age-appropriate exploration and planning activities and career 
assessments to encourage students to identify personally relevant career interests 
and aptitudes and help students and their families develop a regularly reexamined 
transition plan for postsecondary education or employment without need for 
postsecondary remediation.

C. Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state 
graduation requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified 
alternative assessments.

D. Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must 
receive targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction which 
may include a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on improving the 
student’s knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student has a 
reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without need for 
postsecondary remediation.

E. Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who are 
students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for a 
career or college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate in 
courses and programs awarding college credit to high school students.  Students 
are not required to achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on an 
assessment to graduate from high school.

F. A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the 
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student’s high school transcript.

VI. GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Students beginning 8th grade in the 2012-2013 school year and later must successfully 
complete, as determined by the school district, the following high school level credits for 
graduation:

A. Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in English 
language arts;

B. Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its equivalent, 
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

C. An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8th grade 
standards in mathematics;

D. Three and one-half credits of science, including at least: (a) one credit of biology; 
(b) one credit of chemistry or physics; and (c) one elective credit of science.  The 
combination of credits must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the academic 
standards in either chemistry or physics and (ii) all other academic standards in 
science;

E. Three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United States 
history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics 
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;

F. One credit in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local academic 
standards in the arts; and

G. A minimum of seven elective credits.

H. Credit equivalencies

1. A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture education 
or business department may fulfill a one-half credit in social studies under 
Paragraph E., above, if the credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic 
standards in economics.

2. An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill 
the elective science credit required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit 
meets the state physical science, life science, earth and space science, 
chemistry, or physics academic standards or a combination of these 
academic standards as approved by the school district. An agriculture or 
career and technical education credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or 
physics required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets the state 
chemistry or physics academic standards as approved by the school 
district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry or physics 
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academic standards prior to graduation.  An agriculture science or career 
and technical education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit 
under Paragraph D., above.

3. A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts 
credit requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph F., above.

4. A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement 
under Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in 
mathematics.

5. A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit 
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph D., above, if the credit 
meets the state academic standards in mathematics or science.

VII. GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A. All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic 
standards:

1. School District Standards, Health (K-12);

2. School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

3. School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).

B. Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical 
education will be reviewed on an annual basis.*  A school district must use the 
current world languages standards developed by the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages.

* Reviews are required to be conducted on a periodic basis.  Therefore, this time 
period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

C. All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation 
Standards in accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;

2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4. Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and

5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12.
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D. State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to 
develop their own standards.

E. The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all 
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical 
impairments for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic 
standards are inappropriate.  An IEP team that makes this determination must 
establish alternative standards.

VIII. EARLY GRADUATION

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minn. Stat. § 
120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A. All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

B. The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent 
or guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary 
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

C. The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the 
superintendent and school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Graduation Requirements; Course Credits)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to Postsecondary 
Education and Employment; Involuntary Career Tracking Prohibited)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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