
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, February 10, 2025 7:00 PM

Bertrand Community School Media Center
503 School Street

Bertrand, NE 68927

Agenda

1. Call to Order/Opening the Meeting
1.1. Public Meeting Announcement
1.2. Open Meetings Act posted on South wall of Media Center
1.3. Board Member Attendance Roll Call/Sign Acknowledgment of Receipt Notice
1.4. Pledge of Allegiance
1.5. Consent Agenda

1.5.1. Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) and Their Approval (appendix 
A)

1.5.2. Consider Current Bills and Their Approval (appendix B)
1.5.3. Consider Financial Statements/Treasurer’s Report (appendix C)

1.6. Community Input
2. Administrator Reports

2.1. Athletic Director 
2.2. Principal 
2.3. Superintendent 

3. Board Committee Reports
3.1. Facility
3.2. Negotiations
3.3. Transportation
3.4. Americanism

4. Discussion/Action Items 
4.1. 2025-2026 Superintendent Contract
4.2. Approve Certified Negotiated Agreement for 2025-2026
4.3. Hiring of Jenna Christensen, Guidance Counselor for 2025-2026 school year.
4.4. Hiring of Claire Nelson, Mental Health/Behavioral Counselor for the 2025-2026 

school year.
4.5. Hiring of Laney Badgley, ELA teacher for 2025-2026 school year
4.6. Resignations

4.6.1. Michelle Samuelson - Retirement
4.7. Surplus Ovens
4.8. Concrete Bid
4.9. Seniors Open Campus 

5. Upcoming Learning Events
6. Next Meeting: March 10, 2025 7:00 pm
7. Executive/Closed Session (if necessary) 
8. Adjourn

 



Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 10, 2025 7:00 PM Central 

Bertrand Community School Media Center 
503 School Street 

Bertrand, NE 68927   
   
Ross Boggs:    Present    
Chris Davison:    Present    
Isaac Kuck:    Present    
Christy Pelton:    Present    
Jonathan Sand:    Present    
Ross Winheim:    Present    
Present: 6. 
Also present:  Nicole LeClaire, Steve Bristol, Craig Newcomb, and Steph Edgren 
  
1. Call to Order/Opening the Meeting 

1.1. Public Meeting Announcement 

1.2. Open Meetings Act posted on South wall of Media Center 

1.3. Board Member Attendance Roll Call/Sign Acknowledgment of Receipt Notice 

1.4. Pledge of Allegiance 

1.5. Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve consent agenda, passed with a motion by Chris Davison and a second by Christy 
Pelton. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

1.5.1. Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) and Their Approval (appendix A) 

1.5.2. Consider Current Bills and Their Approval (appendix B) 

1.5.3. Consider Financial Statements/Treasurer’s Report (appendix C) 

1.6. Community Input - None 

2. Administrator Reports 

2.1. Athletic Director, Craig Newcomb, reported on district assignments and this month’s activities.  

2.2. Principal, Steve Bristol, reported on upcoming parent teacher conferences and quiz bowls, 
transportation committee updates, the building and grounds committee updates.    

2.3. Superintendent, Nicole LeClaire, reported on celebrations of staff and students, teaching and learning 
updates, community engagements, district goals and continuous improvements, professional development 
schedule, school board workshops and information, and upcoming NASB events.   

3. Board Committee Reports 

3.1. Facility 

3.2. Negotiations 

3.3. Transportation 

3.4. Americanism 



4. Discussion/Action Items  

4.1. 2025-2026 Superintendent Contract, no action taken 

4.2. Approve Certified Negotiated Agreement for 2025-2026 
Discuss and take action on the approval of the 2025-2026 negotiated agreement  

Motion to approve the 2025-2026 negotiated agreement, passed with a motion by Ross Boggs and a 
second by Ross Winheim. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.3. Hiring of Jenna Christensen, Guidance Counselor for 2025-2026 school year. 
Motion to approve the hiring of Jenna Christensen for the Guidance Counselor position for 2025-2026, 
passed with a motion by Christy Pelton and a second by Ross Boggs. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.4. Hiring of Claire Nelson, Mental Health/Behavioral Counselor for the 2025-2026 school year. 
Motion to hire Claire Nelson, Mental Health/Behavioral Counselor for the 2025-2026 school year, passed 
with a motion by Christy Pelton and a second by Chris Davison. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.5. Hiring of Laney Badgley, ELA teacher for 2025-2026 school year 
Motion to hire Laney Badgley for the English Language Arts position for 2025-2026, passed with a 
motion by Ross Boggs and a second by Isaac Kuck. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.6. Resignations 

4.6.1. Michelle Samuelson - Retirement 
A motion to approve the retirement of Mrs. Michelle Samuelson, with regret, at the end of the 2024-25 
contract year, passed with a motion by Ross Boggs and a second by Ross Winheim. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.7. Surplus Ovens 
Motion to move two electric ovens and two gas ovens from the Ag room to surplus, passed with a motion 
by Ross Boggs and a second by Christy Pelton. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

4.8. Concrete Bid 
Move to approve the concrete bid from B & S Concrete for $33,470, passed with a motion by Chris 
Davison and a second by Ross Winheim. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 



4.9. Seniors Open Campus  
Move to approve the guidelines for open campus for seniors/12-Grade, passed with a motion by Christy 
Pelton and a second by Chris Davison. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

5. Upcoming Learning Events 

6. Next Meeting: March 10, 2025 7:00 pm 

7. Executive/Closed Session (if necessary)  
Motion to move into executive session at 8:00 pm to prevent the needless injury to the reputation of 
individuals as it relates to the superintendent, passed with a motion by Christy Pelton and a second by Chris 
Davison. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

Motion to move out of executive session and back into regular session at 8:25 pm, passed with a motion 
by Christy Pelton and a second by Chris Davison. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

Motion to amend the two-year superintendent contract, passed with a motion by Christy Pelton and a 
second by Chris Davison. 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

8.  Motion to adjourn the regular February 10th Board of Education meeting at 8:26 pm and set the next 
regular Board of Education meeting for March 10, 2025 at 7:00 pm, passed with a motion by Ross Boggs 
and a second by Christy Pelton. 
 
Ross Boggs: Yea, Chris Davison: Yea, Isaac Kuck: Yea, Christy Pelton: Yea, Jonathan Sand: Yea, Ross 
Winheim: Yea  
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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Bertrand Community School 

Activities Director Report 

February 2025 

TRACK 
 
D-7 At TBA 
Date: Wed. May 14, 2025 
 
Schools Assigned: 
Arapahoe 
Bertrand 
Cambridge 
Dundy County Stratton 
Hitchcock County 
Loomis 
Maywood-Hayes Center 
Medicine Valley 
Southwest 
Wallace 
Wauneta-Palisade  

GOLF 
 
D-4 At TBA 
Date: Mon or Tue. May 19 or 20, 2025 
 
Schools Assigned: 
Arapahoe 
Axtell 
Bertrand 
Cambridge 
Elm Creek 
Franklin 
Hi-Line 
Loomis 
Maywood-Hayes Center 
Medicine Valley 
Overton 
Pleasanton 
Ravenna 
Southern Valley 
Southwest 
Wilcox-Hildreth  

NSAA: Biggest item on this year’s discussion board is possible realignment/reorganization of the 6 legislative 
districts.  We are currently in District 5, which goes along the southern edge of Nebraska from Blue Hill to 
Dundy County.  24 schools, No Class A schools, No Parochial schools in our district.  
 
Realignment would give us 52 schools, including Kearney, Grand Island, and Hastings districts. 

SPEECH 
 
D1-5 At Grand Island C.C. 
Date: Tue. Mar. 18, 2025 
 
Schools Assigned: 
Anselmo-Merna 
Axtell 
Bertrand 
Brady 
Callaway 
Loomis 
Overton 
Sumner-Eddyville-Miller 
Wilcox-Hildreth  

RPAC Art Show: was held on Wednesday  
January 22, 2025 at Cambridge.   
 
Bertrand Results: 
Medal Winner: Addison Oeltjen 
1st Honorable Mention:  Malia Brown 
2nd Honorable Mention:  Eric Wood 
3rd Honorable Mention:  Katelyn Montey 
 
The Art Show was displayed in Bertrand during the 
1st Round RPAC BB Games on Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 24-25. 
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Bertrand Community School 

Activities Director Report 

February 2025 

This month’s activities 
 
MON FEB. 10 — JVBBB @ Alma Tournament - 6:00 / 7:15 
 
WED FEB. 12 — FFA: CDE @ Curtis 
  — JHBBB vs. So. Valley - 1:30 
 
THU FEB. 13 — NO SCHOOL 
  — Home QUIZ BOWLS: 8:30 
  — P/T Conferences 3:30 - 8:30 
 
FRI FEB. 14 — NO SCHOOL 
  — WR: District Meet at Wilcox - TBA 
  — BB vs. Arapahoe: 4:30 / 5:00 / 6:00 / 7:30 (JV’s 2 quarters each) 
 
SAT FEB. 15 — WR: District Meet at Wilcox - TBA 
  — SP @ Minden - TBA 
  — BB vs. @ Kenesaw 4:30 / 5:00 / 6:00 / 7:30 (JV’s 2 quarters each) 
 
MON FEB. 17 — GBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA 
 
TUE FEB. 18 — JHBBB vs. Arapahoe-2:00  
  — GBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA 
 
WED FEB. 19 — SP: RPAC @ Cambridge - 8:30 
 
THU FEB. 20 — WR: State Tournament-Omaha   
  — GBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA 
 
FRI FEB. 21  —  WR: State Tournament-Omaha 
  — BBB vs. Cambridge: 6:00 / 6:45 
 
SAT FEB. 22 — WR: State Tournament-Omaha 
  
MON FEB. 24 — BBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA  
 
TUE FEB. 25 — JHBBB @ Alma-2:00  
  — BBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA  
 
THU FEB. 27 — BBB: Sub-District Tournament @ TBA 
 
FRI FEB. 28  — GBB: District Final (TBA) 
 
SAT MAR. 1 — SP @ Holdrege 
  — BBB: District Final (TBA) 
   
MON FEB. 3 — Spring Sports Practice Starts 
  — BBB: District Final (TBA) 



Principal’s Report February 2025
 

 1. 4. Parent Teachers Conferences will be February 13th -  3:30-8:30 PM

 

2. Quiz Bowl -  The team of Garrett Scholz, Marie Ford, Logan Schutz, 
Isaac Hernandez, Ryker Schroeder, Aspyn Chapin, Ivy Nelson, Malia 
Brown finished 3rd at the RPAC Quiz Bowl Meet.

 

3. Bertrand Elementary, Middle School, and High School Quiz Bowl 
sponsors will host a meet on Thursday, February 13th. Thank you in 
advance to all the staff and parents who are scheduled to help out.

 

4. The transportation committee met to discuss the potential purchase of a 
new route van or a minibus.

 

5. The Building and Grounds committee will meet to discuss replacing the 
handicapped ramps and aprons on the north side of the building.  
Discussion will also be on the east side of the building and the installation 
of an expansion joint and the west side of the building grade and remove 
dirt and concrete along with and replacing the handicapped ramp.

 

6. Estimates were also soliciated on replacing the west gym roof and 
adding a lean to, to the existing bus barn.



Elijah Musick

There is no questioning the artistic talent of freshman student, Elijah Musick. Using a new app

suggested by our Technology Coordinator, Stacy Schutz and at the urging of Art Teacher, Scott

Schwarz, Elijah sketched out his vision on his IPad recording a time-lapse video of his progress

from start to finish. The final product is a true testament of his talent and an amazing reflection of

student expression through the arts.

🎨RPAC Art Award Winners

Congratulations to our RPAC Art winners from the January 22nd Art

competition.

Medal winner: Addison Oeltjen, Untitled, Acrylic

1st Honorable Mention: Malia Brown, Untitled Acrylic



2nd Honorable Mention: Eric Wood, Untitled Acrylic

3rd Honorable Mention: Katelyn Montey Untitled Glass Mosaic

🎵Music Program

Our Music program is building. Two students have joined the band

since January and the pep band has been making appearances at

the basketball games showcasing what they are learning.

🏀RPAC Basketball Tournament Results

Congratulations to our Boys Basketball team and their 3rd Place

finish at RPAC. Girls finished 1-2 in the three games they played. We

loved the spirit of our students and loved that they showed up to

support!

🤼Wrestling

Our wrestling team had their best finish (9th place of 10) of the

season at the RPAC meet. Dylan Wendell finished 3rd at 106, Rhett

Brown finished 2nd at 157; Drake Olesen & Chris Hock were a

match away from medaling.



1st Annual "Student Bowl"

Miss Meinke's 2nd graders (who are self-

professed football fanatics) had a blast Friday

with their "Student Bowl." The classroom was

all decked out and decorated complete with

goal posts, a "stadium" of desks, and streamers.

Their learning for the day was tied into the

theme as they did some math predictions and

probabilities for the winner of the actual Super

Bowl.

Secret Staff Spirit Day
Congratulations to 2nd Grader, Vinny Rabe, for

winning the drawing for a $10 concessions

credit. Vinny was one of twelve students that

noticed the teachers were all dressed up in their

favorite team jerseys/shirts on our first "secret

staff spirit day" during Super Bowl week.

Mr. Bradney's 5th grade class is learning all about the life cycle of trout. The Nebraska Game &

Parks sends 200 trout eggs and students get an "in person" learning experience as they watch the

trout go through the different stages of life. At the end of the school year, the class will go on a

field trip to the Ft. Kearney campsite and will release the trout into the ponds.



Students working diligently on the always popular long board project in art class.

IMG_2142.MOV

IMG_2142.MOV

launch drive.google.com

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Fc1SnpSxVRF_LGtlh3fsfQDNqC550J0/view?usp=sharing


Hometown Career Day

We are very excited to partner with the Bertrand Area Community

Fund and local businesses to hold the annual "Hometown Career

Day" on Wednesday, February 26th. February is Career Technology

Education (CTE) Month nationwide and this event will be a great

opportunity to showcase our CTE programming pathways for next year as well as the many

opportunities students have for post-secondary careers in our area.

Mission, Vision, & Strategic Plan

Strategic planning and goal setting has begun. As we enter year

three of our Continuous Improvement Cycle with the 2025-2026

school year, we will establish committees and panels of

community members, staff, faculty, and students to finalize our

goals and create action plans.

Professional Development Schedule

September 5 - ESU

November 7 - All Staff District Goal Setting & MTSS

December 5 - Continuous Improvement Goals

January 6 - Strategic Planning & Focus

February 13 - Vertical Standards Alignment

March 6 - Curriculum Review/Work

April 17 - Curriculum Review/Work

May 1 - End of Year Lessons/Forward Planning



NRCSA Legislative Forum

February 20, 2025

Lincoln

The 2025 NRCSA Legislative Forum will be held at the Cornhusker

Marriott Hotel in Lincoln. This year’s program will feature remarks

by many educational policy leaders & there will again be the

opportunity to discuss issues of local interest with senators over

lunch. This provides an invaluable opportunity to network and

discuss issues with your senator. The program will begin at 8:20

AM and will feature 8 presentations from legislative leaders of approximately 30 minutes each. We

typically try to have representatives from:

Revenue Committee

Education Committee

General Affairs, Retirement, and/or Appropriations Committees

Education Policy Groups

Rural Senators

Governor Jim Pillen

Speaker of the Legislature

Board President Retreat

February 16-17, 2025

Kearney

Expand your knowledge and

understanding of the role of

board president, leadership of

the board, and management of

the board meeting to advance

board operations.

Open Meetings Law

Workshop
March 26, 2025

Kearney

An informative workshop on

the Nebraska Open Meetings

Law, designed to help you

understand the importance of

transparency and compliance

in public meetings. This

interactive, scenario based,

workshop is specifically

designed for locally elected

officials. Attendance at this

workshop will provide valuable

Budget & Finance

Workshop
March 4, 2025

March 27, 2025 (Amplified)

Kearney

The Budget & Finance

Workshops will run 4:30 to

8:30. Topics will include:

Understanding TEEOSA and

other forms of state aid;

Restrictions placed on school

finances; Levy limits; Budget

Authority; Revenue Cap; Joint

Public Hearing; Importance of

cash reserves; Having a long



insights and practical tips. Join

us for an engaging session

with NASB Executive Director,

John Spatz. He will break down

the essentials, answer your

questions, and share best

practices. Don’t miss this

opportunity to enhance your

knowledge and stay informed.

term financial plan and a

capital replacement schedule;

Discussion of financial

information that should be

provided to board members

and the community, including

samples and legal posting

requirements for board

meeting notices, financial

reports and minutes; and the

budgeting process is not a ‘one

and done’ activity, rather it’s

something that needs to be

discussed throughout the

entire year.

Bertrand Community School
A quality education that empowers students to realize their full potential.

Contact

https://www.facebook.com/BCSVikings




































Senior Students May Leave Campus at Lunch Time, Provided…
● They have sufficient credits to be considered a senior
● They check out with the office
● Are in good academic standing (all assignments have been turned in 

and have a passing grade of at least 75% in all courses.
● They have two or less tardies
● All detentions have been served
● No active disciplinary issues or conduct infractions
● Parental consent is on file with the school

Loss of Privilege to Leave Campus
● Failure to check back in with the office
● Tardy on their return from lunch
● Three or more tardies in a semester

Identification of Eligible Students
● Each student’s eligibility to participate in the Senior open campus 

program shall be evaluated at the beginning of each quarter or at 
administrative discretion.  Eligibility is based on aforementioned 
eligibility requirements.

Program Guidelines
● Sign in/out Procedure:  Any student who has earned the privilege of 

leaving campus at lunch must sign out at the main office prior to 
leaving the school building.  Upon returning to the school building, the 
student must sign in at the main office.  Food and open beverages 
not consumed before returning to school shall be properly disposed 
of by the student.
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