
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, November 11, 2024 7:00 PM

Bertrand Community School Media Center
503 School Street

Bertrand, NE 68927

Agenda

1. Call to Order/Opening the Meeting
1.1. Public Meeting Announcement
1.2. Open Meetings Act posted on South wall of Media Center
1.3. Board Member Attendance Roll Call/Sign Acknowledgment of Receipt Notice
1.4. Pledge of Allegiance
1.5. Consent Agenda

1.5.1. Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) and Their Approval (appendix 
A)

1.5.2. Consider Current Bills and Their Approval (appendix B)
1.5.3. Consider Financial Statements/Treasurer’s Report (appendix C)

1.6. Community Input
2. Administrator Reports

2.1. Athletic Director (appendix E)
2.2. Principal (appendix D)
2.3. Superintendent (appendix F)

3. Discussion/Information Items 
3.1. JAG Nebraska Presentation (Zoom)
3.2. Lead Paraprofessional Position
3.3. Technology Status Report
3.4. Superintendent Contract Renewal Notice
3.5. Annual Audit
3.6. Health Insurance Premium Increase 

4. Action Item(s)
4.1. Activity Bus Driver Pay
4.2. Policy 6037 - Review of Library Materials
4.3. Resignation of Counselor, Haley Munter
4.4. Adoption of Mapping Data Policy 6043
4.5. Surplus Equipment
4.6. Rooftop Fan Motor Replacement
4.7. Repair and Rebuild Boiler Room Pump

5. Board Committee Reports
5.1. Negotiations
5.2. Americanism
5.3. Facility
5.4. Transportation

6. Upcoming Learning Events
6.1. State Conference - November 20-22
6.2. NASB New Board Member Meeting - December 3
6.3. Board Retreat - Goal Setting - December 9



7. Next Meeting - December 9th 7:00
8. Adjourn
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This month’s activities 
 
WED NOV 13 — JH QB @ Franklin - 1:00 
 
THU NOV. 14 — RPAC Play Production @ The Tassel; both east and west 
 
MON NOV. 18 — START OF WINTER SPORTS PRACTICE 
    
TUE NOV. 19 — JHWR @ Alma Tournament - 2:00 

WED NOV. 20 — FFA: District Leadership @ Curtis 

THU NOV. 21 — JHGBB @ Southern Valley - 2:30 
  
FRI NOV. 22 — JHWR @ Medicine Valley Tournament - 10:00 

 

MON NOV. 25 — JHGBB vs. Southwest - 2:30 
  — HSQB @ Cambridge - 4:00 

 

TUE NOV. 26 — JHWR @ Cambridge Tournament - 1:00 
 — Jamboree BB Games @ Elm Creek (Broken Bow) - TBA 
 
WED NOV. 27   — NO SCHOOL - start Thanksgiving break 
 
MON DEC. 2 — JHQB @ Cambridge - 1:00 
 — PK-6 Christmas Program—6:00 
 — FFA Caroling - 6:30 
 
TUE DEC. 3 — District Play Production @ Holdrege 
 — JHWR @ So. Valley Tournament - 1:00 
 — JHGBB vs. Alma - 2:30 
 
THU DEC. 5 — WR @ Arapahoe Quad: - 5:30 p.m. 

— BB vs. Alma: GJV & BJV-4:30; GV-6:00; BV-7:30 

FRI DEC. 6 —WR @ Ravenna Inv. - 11:00; 
— BB @ Axtell: GJV & BJV-4:30; GV - 6:00; BV - 7:30 

 

SAT DEC. 7 — JHGBB @ Southern Valley Tournament - 9:00  

MON DEC. 9 — JHWR @ Arapahoe Invite - 1:00 
 
WED DEC. 11 — D1 STATE PLAY PRODUCTION @ Norfolk 
 
THU DEC. 12 — JHGBB @ Arapahoe - 2:00 
 
FRI DEC. 13 — WR @ So. Valley Inv. - 10:00 
 — BB vs. Pleasanton: GJV & BJV-4:00; GV-5:30; BV-7:00 
 
SAT DEC. 14 — BB vs. Loomis: GJV & BJV-1:30; GV-3:00; BV-4:30 

Bertrand Community School 

Activities Director Report 

November 2024 

Winter sports participation numbers (Based on preseason meetings) 
 
Boys Basketball: 16 
 
Girls Basketball: 11 
 
Wrestling: 7 







Principal’s Report November 2024

1. Calendar
● Thursday, November 7th, 1:00 PM dismissal for a Teacher Inservice
● November 8th Breakfast and Books with Besties will be held from 7:00-

9:00 AM.
● November 11, Veterans Day Program 10:00 AM
● November 14, One Act @ the Tassel in Holdredge 5:00 PM
● November 18, Winter Sports Practice Begins
● November 20, District Leadership @ Curtis
● November 27-29 Thanksgiving Break

   2. FFA National Convention - Bermis Thank you to Mrs. Lavene for organizing 
and sponsoring the trip. Ryker Schroeder, Logan Schutz, Marie Ford will present 
at the board meeting.

  3. Scholastic Book Fair - The Book Fair was open in the library from Nov 7th 
through Nov 10th. Thank you to Jennifer Kaps, Rosie Williams, Shannon Payne, 
Kylee McBride and Jawna Kuck,  for all the work that goes into organizing and 
running the book fair.

4. Mower, current Grasshopper has 1,766 hours on it.  It’s recommended that 
commercial mowers be sold or traded before 2,300 hours.  The Grasshopper will 
likely have 248 additional hours by the end of next summer for a total of 2,014.  
Attached quote for a Gravely mower is attached.

5. The current route van has 182,000 plus miles.  The recommendation would be 
to replace the route van with an all wheel drive vehicle such as a Suburban. 

2. Can schools use vans to transport students?

Yes, but the capacity of the van cannot exceed ten passengers, not including 
the driver.  The total number a van can carry is eleven – ten passengers plus 
the driver.

Modifying the seating of a used 12 passenger van to decrease the capacity to 
ten passengers plus the driver is acceptable.  However, if you are ordering a 
new 12-passenger van, seating must be configured to seat a total of ten 



including the driver (in compliance with Federal Regulations) and be sure the 
vehicle has been certified as a “multi-passenger vehicle.”

When considering the purchase of a new van to be used as a pupil 
transportation vehicle, schools must be certain the chassis is not the same 
size as a 15-passenger vehicle.  Some manufacturers are selling new vans as 
10 or 11 passengers but are actually built on a 15-passenger chassis.  Those 
vehicles cannot be used to transport students.

Small vehicles such as cars, Chevy Suburbans or Dodge Caravans will 
continue to be acceptable to transport school students.



Cook Out
We were so excited to grill the donated beef burgers on Halloween
and have Mr. Newcomb, Brent, & Dave help with the grilling. The
kids and staff LOVED being able to do this and we are looking very
forward to having many more of these events in the future. I
appreciate our cooks, custodians, & AD's help organizing, setting
up, cleaning up, cooking, and serving. So much of what we do
requires an "all hands on deck" approach and our staff and
community steps up & makes things happen every day. THANK
YOU!!

Breakfast, Books, & Besties
The 1st Annual Breakfast, Books, & Besties was a great success! We had 63 special guests or
"Besties" come for breakfast and shopping at the Book Fair. So many of our staff members had a
hand in making this event possible and it turned out even better than we anticipated. Thank you to
everyone that came out to support the Book Fair and most importantly, came to share a little time
with their very special student. It was a fun event for all of us!



Veterans Day Program

The Seniors, through their US Government Class, organized the
Annual Veterans Day Program. They did a fantastic job from start
to finish and we had a great turnout. It was so humbling to be in the
presence of so many local veterans and I was honored to have
been asked to speak.

1st Grade
Mrs. Philips took the 1st

Graders on a field trip to City
Hall on Election Day to learn

all about voting. The
volunteers did a wonderful job

explaining each step of the
process and the kids got to

see democracy in action!

3rd Grade
Mrs. Wilken's 3rd Graders

learned about voting in Social
Studies & got to apply their

knowledge across subjects by
listing four of their favorite

foods and asking each friend
to vote. They used tally marks
for their friend’s responses and
then turned the tally marks into
a pictograph. Mrs. Wilken also
touched on social/emotional
learning by emphasizing "that
we all have our own opinions

4th Grade
The 4th graders just completed

their Social Studies unit on
Native Americans and finished

up their projects to
demonstrate everything they

learned. Carina Atterberry, Mrs.
Samuelson's student teacher,
took the lead on this activity

and did a great job applying all
of the amazing teaching tools
she has learned over the past

12 weeks under Mrs.
Samuelson's direction.



and that is what makes us
unique. If our friend doesn’t

like the same food that we do,
that is okay. It is our opinion."
They did a great job with this

activity!

7th Grade
The 7th graders have been studying the Roman
Empire and the spread of Christianity in their

World Civilizations class. As importantly, they
wanted to give a huge shout out to Mrs. Schutz

for the technology upgrade and wanted to
express how much they enjoy taking notes now

that they have their new iPads with the nice
keyboards!!

8th Grade
The 8th graders had a blast playing Double Talk,

a vocabulary game where students have to
recognize homophones. Students were in a

Girls vs. Boys battle for bragging rights. Much to
the dismay of the ladies, the boys took this

game!

Life Skills Math
Our Life Skills Math students

planned, shopped for, and
treated the staff to the

Halloween Edition of their
popular Viking Cart. After the
staff got a chance to select
items from a list, students

Biology
Here are pictures of our

Biology class making models
of the phospholipid bilayer in
the plasma membrane. Mrs.
Gardine had to explain what
exactly this means to me so

9th Grade
The freshmen have been

studying Latin America. Last
week they learned about the

native empires and built
models of Tenochtitlan. This

week they learned about cloud
forests in the Andes



surprised everyone with
special deliveries. Skills

learned through this awesome
activity included:

- making a budget ($150)
- making a grocery list based
on ingredients needed for a
recipe
- grocery shopping within a
budget (making choices on
name brand versus off brand)
- making recipes and working
on how to double a recipe
- cleaning up the kitchen/how
to load and unload a
dishwasher
- organizing orders and making
tallies to determine how much
supplies were needed
- socialization/greeting
teachers

Thank you Mrs. Forster &
students for the goodies!

here it is for all of us non-
scientists:

"So each plasma membrane in
each cell of an animal and

plant cell has a phospholipid
bilayer. Phospholipid bilayers
contain structures with a lipid
polar head (likes water) and a
non polar fatty acid tail (the

tails repel water) making this
layer semi permeable. (Some

particles can float in and out of
cell easily while others require

“extra help”). When particles
require extra help there are

structures in this layer called
carbohydrates and transport

proteins that help facilitate the
movement of particles in and
out of cell. At any time when

these particles are going from
high concentration to low

concentration in or out of cell
this is….diffusion!

If it was not for the
phospholipid bilayer structure
our cells would be overcome

by the watery environment,
break down, and essentially

die.
If all our cells die….the end

result is?…."

Mountains and the
construction of the Panama

Canal.

Give2GROW - Ends November 14th
Give2GROW is a giving day hosted annually by the Phelps County
Community Foundation. Donations for Bertrand Community
School can be made online by November 14th (12:00am-11:59pm)
at www.give2growphelps.org. Offline gifts may be mailed to Phelps

County Community Foundations. Gifts of Grain must be completed at least one week prior to
November 14th.

http://www.give2growphelps.org/


Mission, Vision, & Strategic Plan
Our Professional Development Day on November 7th focused on
identifying priority areas of improvement in an effort to align our
resources and goals for the next three years of our CIP process.
As we define and categorize key points, we will establish
committees of community members, staff, and students to
provide input and guide the focus of our efforts.

Professional Development Schedule

September 5 - ESU
November 7 - All Staff District Goal Setting & MTSS
December 5 - Continuous Improvement Goals
January 6 - Strategic Planning & Focus
February 13 - Vertical Standards Alignment
March 6 - Curriculum Review/Work
April 17 - Curriculum Review/Work
May 1 - End of Year Lessons/Forward Planning

NASB State Conference
Reservations for the NASB

State Conference and lodging

Christmas Concerts
Mark your calendars for our

Christmas Concerts!

District Goal Setting
Marcia Herring will be here at
4:30 on December 9th for our



are complete. The
administrative team and

School Board will attend the
conference in Omaha

November 20-22.

PreK - 6th...December 2nd @
6:00

7th - 12th...December 10th @
7:00

District Goal Setting work
session. Dinner will be

provided.

Bertrand Community School
A quality education that empowers students to realize their full potential.

Contact

https://www.facebook.com/BCSVikings




















Bus Driver Pay

Route Drivers:
● $56.00 per trip (AM or PM) = $112.00

Activity Drivers:
● $56.00 per trip (if also a Route Driver)
● $112.00 (if NOT a Route Driver)

Most of our Activity Drivers are Route Drivers and therefore are paid a total of $56.00 for each
activity they drive.

Drivers are not compensated for “wait time” at activities.
Drivers, regardless of length of trip, are not compensated for time spent driving.

● On average, drivers spend an average of 1.5 hours each way for activities
● On average, drivers spend 3.5 hours of wait time per activity.
● On average, this totals 6.5 hours per activity trip (3 hours “on the road” and 3.5 wait

time).

At the $56.00 activity route rate, this equates to $8.61 per hour.

Most schools in RPAC pay an hourly rate for activities (average $15.98).

I propose changing the activity route pay to $17.50 per hour with a flat rate option of $56.00
(whichever is greater).

For example, a turnaround trip to and from Loomis (less than 4 hours) would pay a minimum of
$56.00.

Trips longer than 4 hours would be paid at the hourly rate.



6037
Selection and Review of Library Media

The board approves curriculum and curriculum-related materials for the
district with input from administrators and staff.  Those processes are
covered in other board policies.  Staff members seeking to procure materials
for use during instruction must follow board policy, practices, and directives. 
Those items are not covered by this policy.
 
The district procures library books and other media available to students that
are not part of a specific class or curriculum.  For purposes of this policy,
those will be called library materials.   This policy addresses the selection
and review of library materials, regardless of their source.  This policy
applies regardless of whether library materials are purchased using district
funds, donated, or shared at no cost to the district.
 
No Right to Materials.  The board supports having excellent educational
opportunities for students, including availability of library materials used to
enrich the educational experience.  However, the board and administration
are responsible for considering materials based on a variety of factors and
legal obligations.  There is no right to force any material to be included or
excluded.  Staff requesting library materials do so only within the course and
scope of their employment with the district.
 
Selection Process.  The selection and approval of new library materials
must comply with the district’s general requisition, donation, and budgeting
requirements.  The responsibility for coordinating the selection of library
media materials and making recommendations for purchase is delegated to
the professionally trained library media personnel. These library media
materials will align with the current mission, vision, and policies of Bertrand
Community School.

Requested Review of Library Materials. A parent of a current student
living within the school district boundaries should discuss any concerns
regarding library material(s) with the Library/Media Specialist who may
confer with the Principal. The board believes most concerns can be resolved
informally; however, parents of current students may request a formal
review of a specific library material (i.e., a specific book, magazine, etc.) or
portion of a specific library material by submitting the “Library Material
Review Request” attached to this policy. The phases of the review process
will be as follows:
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Phase I: Library Material Review Form is Submitted to Principal. The
Principal shall make their recommendation. If the filing concerned parent is
not satisfied with the rationale and decision provided by the Principal, an
appeal can be made to the Superintendent for review. 

Phase II: Library Material Review Form is Submitted to the
Superintendent. The superintendent will review the request within a
reasonable time after receiving it. The superintendent may consult with the
school’s librarian or media specialist, staff, and legal counsel at his or her
discretion. The superintendent may decide to remove the material, keep the
material, restrict access to the material to students based on age or grade
level, or make any other determination the superintendent deems
appropriate. The superintendent’s decision regarding the review will be
communicated to the requester in writing.

The decision of the superintendent is final, and the board will not hear any
appeal regarding the review of library material.

Additional Rules for Library Media Review. Unless the superintendent
decides otherwise, the library material will remain in circulation while a
review is pending. Unless otherwise required by law, no library material will
be reviewed again within 4 years after a requested review is completed. Any
parent requesting review of multiple library materials may only request a
maximum of 5 materials to be reviewed at one time, and a new request
cannot be submitted until the prior review is completed and notice of the
determination is provided to the requesting party. Nothing in this policy
prohibits the superintendent or their designee from reviewing library
material outside of the review process contained in this policy and taking any
action the superintendent or their designee deems appropriate.

Adopted on: _________________________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________
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Library Material Review Request Form
 
Only a parent of a current student of the district may request review of
library material.  Prior to submitting a request, please review the board’s
policy on Selection and Review of Library Materials.  The policy is located on
the district’s website, or you can request a copy via email from the
superintendent.
 
Name:____________________________________________________    

Phone:____________________________________________________
 
Address:_____________________________________________________
 
Written requests to review library materials will not be considered unless the
requester identifies the specific material in question and first discusses their
concern with the appropriate staff member/administrator as required by
board policy. 

Date of conversation with Librarian/Media Specialist_____________

Title of Material:_____________________________________________
 
Author/Publisher:_____________________________________________
 
Type of Material (book, magazine, video etc.):______________________
 
Reason for Requesting Review (attach additional page if necessary):
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
 
Please list the specific portion of the material you find objectionable,
including specific page references, sections, volumes, etc.:
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
 
 
Signature:_____________________________Date:_____________
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DISTRICT LETTERHEAD]
 
[DATE]
 
[NAME OF REQUESTER]
[ADDRESS]
[EMAIL ADDRESS (if sent electronically)]
 
 
Dear [NAME OF REQUESTER],
 
On [DATE], the district received your request to review [INSERT REQUESTED
MATERIAL].  After considering your concerns and reviewing the material, we
have made the following determination.
 
[EXPLAIN DETERMINATION: Remain in circulation; removed from circulation;
remain in circulation with restrictions (only accessible by students of a
certain age, grade, etc.)].
 
[OPTIONAL: INCLUDE RATIONALE. For requests based on sensitive topics
like religion, sex, gender, etc., we recommend receiving legal advice.]
 
There is no appeal from this review.  The district does not place restrictions
on students who can access library materials on an individual basis.  Some
materials are limited generally based on age, grade level, and expected
student ability.  If you do not want your student to access any particular
material, please discuss that with your student and set that expectation as
the parent or guardian.  If your student has checked out a book or material
you do not approve of, I am happy to work with you and your student’s
teacher to return that material and check out something else.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
 
[NAME],
Superintendent
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6043
Sharing Mapping Data

This policy shall provide for the sharing of information to public safety agencies 
in order to implement effective emergency response protocols.  

Definition.  Mapping data means maps relating to the school buildings or 
school property with data for an efficient emergency response.  

Sharing of Mapping Data.  Mapping data shall be shared in an electronic or 
printable format with public safety agencies that provide emergency services 
to district property to assist those agencies in responding to an emergency on 
district property. 

Requirements Related to Mapping Data.  Mapping data shared with public 
safety agencies pursuant to this policy shall meet the following requirements:

● The mapping data shall be compatible with and able to be integrated 
into software platforms used by public safety that provide emergency 
services to the specific school for which the data is provided without 
requiring:

○ The purchase of additional software by such public safety 
agencies; or 

○ The integration of third-party software to view the data; 
● The mapping data shall be a finished map product in a file format easily 

accessible using a standard or open-source file reader, depending on 
the needs of the school and the public safety agency; 

● The mapping data shall be provided in a printable format; 
● The mapping data shall be verified for accuracy, during production and 

annually, through a walk-through of the school campus; 
● The mapping data shall give an indication of what direction is true north; 
● The mapping data shall include accurate floor plans overlaid on 

accurate, verified aerial imagery of the school campus; 
● The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the 

structure of school buildings, including room labels, hallway names, 
external door or stairwell numbers, locations of hazards, key utility 
locations, key boxes, automated external defibrillators, and trauma kits 
using standard labeling rules set by the State Department of Education; 

● The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the 
school grounds, including parking areas, athletic fields, surrounding 
roads, and neighboring properties using standard labeling rules set by 
the State Department of Education; and 

● The mapping data shall be overlaid with a grid and coordinates.



Annual Certification or Updates.  The district shall annually: 
● Certify to the appropriate public safety agencies that the mapping data  

provided pursuant to this policy is accurate; or 
● If such information has changed, provide the appropriate public safety 

agencies with updated mapping data.

Reimbursement.  The Superintendent shall apply to the State Department 
of Education in the manner prescribed by the Commissioner of Education for 
a grant to cover the costs of providing payment to vendors on behalf of the 
school district to facilitate the implementation of mapping data in accordance 
with this policy.  Such application shall include a copy of this school policy, an 
estimate from a vendor on the cost of providing such mapping data that meets 
the requirements of this policy, and any other information the department 
may require.  Alternatively, the Superintendent may apply to and contract 
with the district’s educational service unit in the manner prescribed by the 
educational service unit for purposes of covering the costs of facilitating 
mapping data in accordance with this policy.

Adopted on: _________________________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________
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