
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, September 25, 2023 12:00 PM

City Hall 
704 6th Street

St. Paul, NE 68873

Agenda

1. A meeting of the St. Paul Planning Commission was convened in open and public 
session on the 25th day of September, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. (noon) held in the City 
Council Chambers, 704 6th Street, St. Paul, Nebraska.

2. Chairman Jerry Woodgate called the meeting to order at ___ p.m. with a statement 
regarding the Open Meeting Act, which is posted on the west wall of the City Council 
Chambers. Member roll call: Chairman Jerry Woodgate, Connie Becker, Arvilla Jacobs, 
Tyler Solko, and Tony Walch, along with Zoning Administrator Matt Helzer and Laura 
Berthelsen (minutes). The agenda was sent to the Board members prior to the meeting 
and was posted in four (4) public places.

3. Discuss - Approve / Deny the August 28, 2023 minutes.
4. Zoning Permit application 2023-33 - Tony Walch property

(a) Correct property address on application from 703 9th Street to 713 9th Street.
(b) Discuss - Approve/Deny permit application for addition to house.

5. Ratify Administrative Approval of Zoning Permit applications:
(a) 2023-37  Jim's Champlin Inc. - LED and vinyl wrap signs at 1417 2nd Street
(b) 2023-38  John Thiel - wall sign at 403 Howard Avenue
(c) 2023-39  Tim Duester - fence at 522 Kendall Street
(d) 2023-42  Howard County Historical Society - sign at 6th & Indian Streets
 

6. Discuss - Approve / Deny Zoning Permit applications:
(a) 2023-34  Rob Thompson - addition to house at 1604 Paul Street
(b) 2023-35  Ron & Nancy Augustyn - storage shed at 1421 Jackson Street
(c) 2023-36  Michael & Carolyn Tyma - covered patio at 413 4th Street
(d) 2023-40  St. Mark's Lutheran Church - addition to the church at 1306 Howard 
Avenue
(e) 2023-41  William & Kathleen Martinsen - replace utility shed at 109 Nelson Circle

7. Discuss - Appoint new Chairman of the Planning Commission
8. Zoning Administrator Helzer Report
9. Public Comments
10. Chairman Woodgate announces the next Planning Commission meeting.
11. Adjournment

 



 
St. Paul Planning Commission 

August 28, 2023 
Meeting Minutes 

 
A meeting of the St. Paul Planning Commission was convened in open and public session on the 
28th day of August, 2023 in the Council Chambers at the City office, 704 6th Street, St. Paul, 
Nebraska. 
 
Chairman Woodgate called the meeting to order at 11:59 a.m. with a statement regarding the 
Open Meetings Act; which is posted on the west wall of the City Council chambers. The notice of 
the meeting was published in the Phonograph Herald, a legal newspaper in Howard County, 
Nebraska. The agenda was sent to the Commission members prior to the meeting, and was 
posted in four (4) public places. Commission members present: Chairman Jerry Woodgate, Arvilla 
Jacobs, and Tony Walch. Commission members absent: Connie Becker and Tyler Solko. Also 
present Zoning Administrator Matt Helzer, Laura Berthelsen (minutes).  
 
Commission member Walch moved to approve the July 31, 2023 meeting minutes. Commission 
member Jacobs seconded the motion. Commission members Woodgate, Jacobs, Solko, and 
Walch voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 3/0. 
 
Commission member Walch moved to ratify the administrative approval of the following zoning 
permit:  
 

2023-32 Dustin Anderson – demolition of house at 807 Farnum Street 
 
Commission member Jacobs seconded the motion. Commission members Woodgate, Jacobs, 
and Walch voted aye, nays none. Motion carried 3/0. 
 
Zoning Administrator Helzer presented the following zoning permit application: 

 
(a) 2023-33 Tony Walch – addition to house at 703 9th Street 

 
Commission member Jacobs moved to deny Zoning Permit application 2023-33 for the reason 
that it does not comply with setback requirements, and the addition would increase the degree of 
existing nonconformity (Section 2.7.02). Commission member Woodgate seconded the motion. 
Commission members Woodgate and Jacobs voted to deny the application. Commission member 
Walch abstained. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Commission member Jacobs moved to approve the Waiver of Subdivision of city lot regarding 
property at 1302 Paul Street and 1621 Jackson Street  [Lot 15, Aleshire’s Subdivision]. 
Commission member Walch seconded the motion. Commission members Woodgate, Walch, and 
Jacobs voted aye. Nays none. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Zoning Administrator Helzer discussed a request by Jeff Christensen to allow him to temporarily 
place a small cabin on residential property at 1417 7th Street. It would be strictly for convenience 
in remodeling the cabin over the winter months. No utilities will be connected to the structure. 
Commission member Jacobs moved to authorize the small cabin to be placed at 1417 7th Street 
for no more than six (6) months. Commission member Walch seconded the motion. Commission 
members Woodgate, Walch, and Jacobs voted aye. Nays none. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
A discussion was had regarding the proposed zoning designation for Middle Loup Subdivision. 
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Middle Loup Subdivision is currently zoned as Light Industrial. A workshop with the Mayor and 
City Council, Planning Commission, and the St. Paul Development Corporation was held on 
August 15, 2023. As a result of the meeting, it was suggested to allow multi-family housing and 
hotels as a conditional use in the Light Industrial zone. Upon further discussion, Planning 
Commission members do not feel that housing is an appropriate use in Middle Loup Subdivision 
in the Light Industrial or Highway Commercial zoning districts – even as a conditional use. 
Planning Commission members made a recommendation to not allow housing within Middle Loup 
Subdivision. This recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council.  
 
 
The next St. Paul Planning Commission meeting date is scheduled for Monday, September 25, 
2023 at 5:30 p.m.  
 
Zoning Administrator Helzer adjourned the meeting at 12:34 p.m. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  Matthew T. Helzer Jerry Woodgate Laura Berthelsen 
Zoning Administrator Chairman Planning Secretary 
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