
Board of Parks Commissioners
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 4:00 PM

Council Chambers
1369 25 Avenue 

{{Name: Agenda Item Name}}
{{Rationale: Agenda Item Rationale}}{{AgendaItemEnd}}

1. Statement of compliance with Open Meetings Act.

2. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair.

3. Minutes of November 19, 2019, meeting.

4. Annual report from Columbus Mariners Baseball League.

5. Annual report from American Legion Baseball.

6. Annual report from Columbus Baseball Association.

7. Advertisers for Columbus Baseball Association signs located at Pawnee Park baseball 
field, Centennial Park baseball field, and Berne Square baseball field.

8. Report of Public Property Director.

A. Park Department.

B. Aquatics Department.

C. Golf Department.

D. Sports & Activities Council.

9. Adjournment.



BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
NOVEMBER 19, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners of the City of Columbus, 
Nebraska, was convened in open and public session on November 19, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, 1369 25 Avenue, Columbus, Nebraska. 

 
Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Columbus 
Telegram, with a copy of the proof of publication being on file in the office of the City 
Clerk. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice to the members 
of the Board of Parks Commissioners. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while 
the convened meeting was open to the public. 

 
1. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETINGS ACT AND ROLL 

CALL: Vice-Chair Cutsor announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted in the meeting room. Present were Members Robbin Cutsor, Jack 
Gutierrez, Gary Puetz, Bruce Schmidt, and John Shadle. Members Brad Hansen, 
Sandra Jochens, and Nick Larson were absent and excused. Member Chuck 
Fleeman was absent. City staff members included Public Property Director Doug 
Moore, Park Superintendent Ron Dush, and Account Clerk II/Records Clerk II 
Linda Nickeson. 
 

2. MINUTES OF OCTOBER 15, 2019, MEETING: The minutes were approved as 
presented with a motion by Gutierrez and a second by Schmidt. Cutsor, Gutierrez, 
Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Fleeman, Hansen, 
Jochens, and Larson were absent. 

 
3. ANNUAL REPORT FROM COLUMBUS YOUTH SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION: 

The annual report from Columbus Youth Softball Association (CYSA) was 
presented. Brent Johnston, CYSA President, reviewed improvements completed 
at Bradshaw Park and indicated that future projects include infield fence repairs 
and placing concrete around the bleachers and dugouts west of the concession 
stand. Moore confirmed that a new batting cage and bleacher sunshades are 
included in the current city budget and are expected to be completed in the spring. 
The report was placed on file with a motion by Shadle and a second by Gutierrez. 
Cutsor, Gutierrez, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. 
Fleeman, Hansen, Jochens, and Larson were absent.  

 
4. ANNUAL REPORT FROM COLUMBUS YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE: The 

annual report from Columbus Youth Baseball League (CYBL) was presented. 
Stacy Steffen, CYBL President, inquired about the possibility of replacing the 
artificial turf in the older batting cages at Centennial Park and mentioned that Dave 
Inman has replaced board member Mark Gillespie. Moore indicated that future 
plans include a new handicap accessible restroom at the facility and that a new 
backstop for the minor league field along with new concrete sidewalks connecting 
the parking lot to the fields are planned to be completed during this budget year. 
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The report was placed on file with a motion by Puetz and a second by Gutierrez. 
Cutsor, Gutierrez, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. 
Fleeman, Hansen, Jochens, and Larson were absent. 

 
5. ANNUAL REPORT FROM COLUMBUS OUTLAWS BASEBALL: The annual 

report from Columbus Outlaws Baseball (COB) was presented. Denny Sliva, COB 
representative, reported that the 2019 season included 84 players, ages 8-14, and 
confirmed that the organization continues to use and contribute financial support 
of the facilities at 1C Church for practices. He pointed out that new positions on 
the board include President Russ Hrouda, Vice-president Brett Rains, and 
Secretary/Treasurer Amy Bell. The report was placed on file with a motion by 
Schmidt and a second by Shadle. Cutsor, Gutierrez, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle 
voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Fleeman, Hansen, Jochens, and Larson were 
absent.  

 
6. CANCELLATION OF DECEMBER 2019 MEETING: The December 2019 meeting 

of the Board of Parks Commissioners was cancelled with a motion by Gutierrez 
and a second by Schmidt. Cutsor, Gutierrez, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted 
“Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Fleeman, Hansen, Jochens, and Larson were absent. 

7. REPORT OF PUBLIC PROPERY DIRECTOR: 

7.A. Park Department. Dush reported that Christmas decorations are up, all parks 
have been winterized, Frontier Park is near completion, and the Glur Park splash 
pad is complete. Moore indicated that the Centennial Park archery range is being 
painted for an Eagle Scout project. He explained the Great American Rails to Trails 
project envisioned to extend across the United States and stated that he and Deb 
Loseke recently met with representatives in Lincoln to work toward the inclusion of 
Columbus in the trail connection between Lincoln and Norfolk. 

7.B. Aquatics Department. Moore stated that the Aquatic Center is fully staffed and 
that evening attendance at the facility has been down recently resulting in 
decreased revenues. He reported that a new heat pump has been installed at 
Pawnee Plunge and that painting of the bathhouse should be complete in 
December. 

7.C. Golf Department. Moore stated that requests for quotes for flood damage repair 
at Quail Run are due by 4:30 today and that a contractor for the project is expected 
to be approved at a December city council meeting. It was noted that new benches 
to replace those lost in the flood have arrived and will be installed in spring while 
construction of two new shelters is expected to be complete before winter. Moore 
indicated that with the recent nice weather both Quail Run and Van Berg have 
been busy. 
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7.D. Sports and Activities Council. Moore stated that Doug Kluth attended a national 

convention in California through Sports Nebraska and returned with new ideas to 
attract organizations to hold events in Columbus. 

8. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. with a motion by Gutierrez 
and a second by Schmidt. Cutsor, Gutierrez, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted 
“Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Fleeman, Hansen, Jochens, and Larson were absent. 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
: Linda Nickeson 



INCOME/EXPENSE REPORTING FORM 
Organization:  Columbus Mariners Baseball 

Year:  2019 Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Improvements Completed                 Cost 

Netting, motors, install for 1C fieldhouse – NOT COMPLETED – Investment as of 
01/13/20.  Estimated Cost to be closer to $30,000 when complete 

$11,853.83 

Gerrard L-Screen & netting for cages $1,697.26 
Sock nets for indoor facilities $274.84 
Paint & supplies to remodel Armory concession stand $101.92 

 

Park Improvements Planned                     Estimated Cost 

Ag Lime & re-grading for Armory  unknown 
  
  
City Funding Requested:  

 

Park Maintenance Expenses (Your cost for field preparation, irrigation, etc.)                                  Cost 

  
  
  

 

Number of Participants (List as appropriate for your organization, ie., Leagues  
List of Board Members & Park Dept contact person 
Chad Rausch: President – Shane Fleming: VP – Doug Cooney: Treasurer – Scott Cameron: Secretary 
Dave Gustafson, Cory Reeder, Logan Bronson, Chris Mustard, Nick Young - Members 

 Income Expenses Net 

Fees $24,750 $ 13,927.85 $10,822.15 

Concessions $0 $0  

Tournaments $75,431 $75,431 $0 

Special Events $2,214 $1,435.36 $778.64 

Special Fund Raisers $33,627.37 $22,778 $10,849.37 

Entry Fees $0 $6,075 $6,075 

Registration Fees $0 $0 $0 

Other  $1,393.57 $1,393.57 

Total:   $14,981.59 

















2019 2018 2017
Attendance

3 & Under 0 2 9
Child 88 65 118
Adult 31 29 60
Senior 6 1 13
PT/Caregiver 0 0 10
Programs/Aerobics 105 34 1
Lessons 12 18 105
Swim Team 430 507 707
AC Member Passes 801 543 1005

Total Swimmers: 1473 1199 2028

Average Daily Swimmers: (27 days) 55 (29 days)  28 (27days) 75

Income
Passes 1,210.00$    1,670.00$    765.00$       
Admissions 437.50$       329.00$       738.50$       
Swimming Lessons 1,970.00$    390.00$       418.75$       
Red Cross Classes -$             110.00$       -$             
Uniforms -$             -$             -$             
Programs 140.00$       50.00$         200.00$       
Sales 24.00$         39.00$         16.00$         
Building Rentals 60.00$         -$             180.00$       
Equipment Rentals 85.00$         54.00$         26.50$         
Misc. Revenue -$             -$             -$             
Over/Short -$             1.00$           -$             

3,926.50$    2,643.00$    2,344.75$    

COLUMBUS AQUATIC CENTER
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

NOVEMBER

2018 - Boiler broke first week in November, heat exchanger ordered mid-Novmeber, end of November 
we are still waiting for the heat exchanger; water temperature low point is 73.4 degrees.  Swim team is 
not practicing and very few patrons are swimming.



2019 2018 2017
Attendance

3 & Under 2 1 5
Child 112 146 212
Adult 49 74 68
Senior 3 1 8
PT/Caregiver 5 0 3
Programs/Aerobics 102 22 0
Lessons 32 52 70
Swim Team 831 540 1291
AC Member Passes 807 733 829

Total Swimmers: 1943 1569 2486

Average Daily Swimmers: (32 days) 61 (29 days) 54 (27 Days) 92

Income
Passes 2,477.00$    1,750.00$    1,650.00$    
Admissions 931.50$       749.00$       976.50$       
Swimming Lessons 300.00$       510.00$       192.50$       
Red Cross Classes -$             175.00$       -$             
Uniforms -$             -$             -$             
Programs 137.00$       500.00$       275.00$       
Sales 5.00$           16.00$         18.00$         
Building Rentals 160.00$       60.00$         180.00$       
Equipment Rentals 45.00$         53.00$         40.00$         
Misc. Revenue -$             -$             -$             
Over/Short -$             -$             7.50$           

4,055.50$    3,813.00$    3,339.50$    

COLUMBUS AQUATIC CENTER
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

December

2018 - Boiler broke first week in November; heat exchanger ordered Novmeber 16th and came 
in on December 4th and was installed on December 6th; boiler was up and running on 
December 6th.  Water temperature low point dropped to 73.4 degrees.  Swim team was able to 
have their swim meet on December 8th. 





        
            

     January Events      

GNAC Basketball Tournament: January 2-4 @ Columbus High School 

CCH Food Thoughts “What is Malnutrition?” January 3, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 AM 

PV Archers 8 Week Youth Archery Program: January 4,11,18,25 @ 1261 26th Ave, 1:00 & 2:30 

Ernestine Quick Memorial Exhibit:  January 6-31, @ Columbus Art Gallery 

CPL Storytime “Be Yourself”: January 9 @ Columbus Public Library, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM 

Platte Valley Playhouse “Making a Killing”:  January 9-12, @ CCC Fine Arts Building 

CCH Food Thoughts “Shopping Healthy on a Budget” January 10, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 AM 

Intro to Taekwondo Class: January 10 @ 1C Church, 5:45 PM 

CCH Bump & Beyond Weekend Express Series:  January 10, @ CCH Platte Room, 6:00 PM-8:30 PM 

CCH Bump & Beyond Weekend Express Series:  January 11, @ CCH Platte Room, 8:00 AM-Noon 

CPL Monday Night Book Adventures “Winter Wonderland”: January 13 @ Columbus Public Library, 6:30 PM 

CPL Monday Night Book Adventures “Aquatic Friends”: January 13 @ Columbus Public Library, 6:30 PM 

CCH Cooking Class  “Savory Soups & Breads”: January 14, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 5:30 PM 

CPL Story Art “Color Creativity”: January 16 @ Columbus Public Library, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM 

Tournament of the Heartland: January 17-19 @ Ag Park 

CCH Food Thoughts “What is an Elimination Diet?” January 17, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 AM 

Fire and Ice Roping: January 18 @ Ag Park, 9:00 AM 

First LEGO League Regional Qualifier:  January 18, @ Columbus Middle School 

Columbus Public Library Class “Apollo Remembered”: January 18 @ CPL, 2:00 PM 

CCH “Walk with a Doc” with Dr. Jeremy Albin: January 21 @ 1C Church Wood Gym, 5:30 PM 

CPL Storytime “Bedtime Antics”: January 23 @ Columbus Public Library, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM 

State 4H Archery Tournament:  January 24, @ Ag Park 

CCH Food Thoughts “Genetics in Food Taste & Smells” January 24, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 AM 

CPL Super Sensational Saturday Winter Carnival: January 25 @ Columbus Public Library, 10:00 AM 

Platte Valley Archers 3D/NFAA Archery Tournament: January 25-26 @ Ag Park 



Heartland Gymnastics Invitational: January 26-27 @ CCC Fieldhouse, 9:00 AM 

CCH Healthy Lifestyle Class: January 28 @ Columbus Wellness Center, 6:00 PM 

CPL Story Art “Lions, Tigers, Zebras & More”: January 30 @ Columbus Public Library, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM 

CCH Food Thoughts “Desktop Dining” January 31, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 AM 
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