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1. Statement of compliance with Open Meetings Act.
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Open Meetings Act 
 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1407. Act, how cited. 
         Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and may be cited as 
the Open Meetings Act. 
 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to 
public. 

It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state that the formation 
of public policy is public business and may not be conducted in secret. 

 
Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the public in order 

that citizens may exercise their democratic privilege of attending and 
speaking at meetings of public bodies, except as otherwise provided by 
the Constitution of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings 
Act. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1409. Terms, defined. 

         For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the context 
otherwise requires: 
 

(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political 
subdivisions of the State of Nebraska, (ii) governing bodies of all 
agencies, created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise 
pursuant to law, of the executive department of the State of Nebraska, 
(iii) all independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, 
councils, subunits, or any other bodies created by the Constitution of 
Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, (iv) all study or advisory 
committees of the executive department of the State of Nebraska 
whether having continuing existence or appointed as special 
committees with limited existence, (v) advisory committees of the 
bodies referred to in subdivisions (i), (ii), and (iii) of this subdivision, 
and (vi) instrumentalities exercising essentially public functions; and 

 
(b) Public body does not include (i) subcommittees of such 

bodies unless a quorum of the public body attends a subcommittee 
meeting or unless such subcommittees are holding hearings, making 
policy, or taking formal action on behalf of their parent body, except 
that all meetings of any subcommittee established under section 81-
15,175 are subject to the Open Meetings Act, and (ii) entities conducting 
judicial proceedings unless a court or other judicial body is exercising 
rulemaking authority, deliberating, or deciding upon the issuance of 
administrative orders; 

 
(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal 

or informal, of any public body for the purposes of briefing, discussion 
of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the taking of any 
action of the public body; and 

 
(3) Virtual conferencing means conducting or participating in a 

meeting electronically or telephonically with interaction among the 
participants subject to subsection (2) of section 84-1412. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons 
listed; procedure; right to challenge; prohibited acts; chance 
meetings, conventions, or workshops. 

(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative 
vote of a majority of its voting members if a closed session is clearly 
necessary for the protection of the public interest or for the prevention 
of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such 

individual has not requested a public meeting. The subject matter and 
the reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the 
motion to close. Closed sessions may be held for, but shall not be 
limited to, such reasons as: 

 
(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real 

estate purchases, pending litigation, or litigation which is imminent as 
evidenced by communication of a claim or threat of litigation to or by 
the public body; 

 
(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or 

devices; 
 

(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal 
misconduct; 

 
(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when 

necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person and 
if such person has not requested a public meeting; 

 
(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, 

discussion regarding the amounts to be paid to individuals who have 
suffered from a tragedy of violence or natural disaster; or 

 
(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, 

professional review activities, review and discussion of medical staff 
investigations or disciplinary actions, and any strategy session 
concerning transactional negotiations with any referral source that is 
required by federal law to be conducted at arms length. 

 
Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion 

of the appointment or election of a new member to any public body. 
 

(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. 
The entire motion, the vote of each member on the question of holding 
a closed session, and the time when the closed session commenced and 
concluded shall be recorded in the minutes. If the motion to close 
passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed 
session shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter 
of the closed session. The public body holding such a closed session 
shall restrict its consideration of matters during the closed portions to 
only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the reason for 
the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session 
before any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this section, 
formal action shall mean a collective decision or a collective 
commitment or promise to make a decision on any question, motion, 
proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance or formation of a position or 
policy but shall not include negotiating guidance given by members of 
the public body to legal counsel or other negotiators in closed sessions 
authorized under subdivision (1)(a) of this section. 

 
(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to 

challenge the continuation of a closed session if the member determines 
that the session has exceeded the reason stated in the original motion 
to hold a closed session or if the member contends that the closed session 
is neither clearly necessary for (a) the protection of the public interest or 
(b) the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. 
Such challenge shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the 
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members of the public body. Such challenge and its disposition shall be 
recorded in the minutes. 

 
(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any 

meeting be closed to the public. No person or public body shall fail to 
invite a portion of its members to a meeting, and no public body shall 
designate itself a subcommittee of the whole body for the purpose of 
circumventing the Open Meetings Act. No closed session, informal 
meeting, chance meeting, social gathering, email, fax, or other electronic 
communication shall be used for the purpose of circumventing the 
requirements of the act. 

 
(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at 

or travel to conventions or workshops of members of a public body at 
which there is no meeting of the body then intentionally convened, if 
there is no vote or other action taken regarding any matter over which 
the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory 
power. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; 
method; contents; when available; right to modify; duties 
concerning notice; virtual meetings authorized; emergency 
meeting without notice; appearance before public body. 

(1)(a) Each public body shall give reasonable advance publicized 
notice of the time and place of each meeting as provided in this 
subsection. Such notice shall be transmitted to all members of the 
public body and to the public. 

 
(b)(i) Except as provided in subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of this section, in 

the case of a public body described in subdivision (1)(a)(i) of section 
84-1409 or such body's advisory committee, such notice shall be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation within the public body's 
jurisdiction and, if available, on such newspaper's web site. 

 
(ii) In the case of the governing body of a city of the second class 

or village or such body's advisory committee, such notice shall be 
published by: 

 
(A) Publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 

public body's jurisdiction and, if available, on such newspaper's web 
site; or 

 
(B) Posting written notice in three conspicuous public places in 

such city or village. Such notice shall be posted in the same three places 
for each meeting. 

 
(iii) In the case of a public body not described in subdivision 

(1)(b)(i) or (ii) of this section, such notice shall be given by a method 
designated by the public body. 

 
(c) In addition to a method of notice required by subdivision 

(1)(b)(i) or (ii) of this section, such notice may also be provided by any 
other appropriate method designated by such public body or such 
advisory committee. 

 
(d) Each public body shall record the methods and dates of such 

notice in its minutes. 
 

(e) Such notice shall contain an agenda of subjects known at the 
time of the publicized notice or a statement that the agenda, which shall 
be kept continually current, shall be readily available for public 
inspection at the principal office of the public body during normal 
business hours. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give 
the public reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at the 

meeting. Except for items of an emergency nature, the agenda shall not 
be altered later than (i) twenty-four hours before the scheduled 
commencement of the meeting or (ii) forty-eight hours before the 
scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or village 
board scheduled outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The 
public body shall have the right to modify the agenda to include items 
of an emergency nature only at such public meeting. 

 
(2)(a) The following entities may hold a meeting by means of 

virtual conferencing if the requirements of subdivision (2)(b) of this 
section are met: 

 
(i) A state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or 

state committee, or an advisory committee of any such state entity; 
 

(ii) An organization, including the governing body, created under 
the Interlocal Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the 
Municipal Cooperative Financing Act; 

 
(iii) The governing body of a public power district having a 

chartered territory of more than one county in this state; 
 

(iv) The governing body of a public power and irrigation district 
having a chartered territory of more than one county in this state; 

 
(v) An educational service unit; 

 
(vi) The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council; 

 
(vii) An organization, including the governing body, of a risk 

management pool or its advisory committees organized in accordance 
with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act; 

 
(viii) A community college board of governors; 

 
(ix) The Nebraska Brand Committee; 

 
(x) A local public health department; 

 
(xi) A metropolitan utilities district; 

 
(xii) A regional metropolitan transit authority; 

 
(xiii) A natural resources district; and 

 
(xiv) The Judicial Resources Commission. 
 
(b) The requirements for holding a meeting by means of virtual 
conferencing are as follows: 

 
(i) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in 

subsection (1) of this section, including providing access to a dial-in 
number or link to the virtual conference; 

 
(ii) In addition to the public's right to participate by virtual 

conferencing, reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the 
public's right to attend at a physical site and participate as provided in 
section 84-1412, including reasonable seating, in at least one designated 
site in a building open to the public and identified in the notice, with: 
At least one member of the entity holding such meeting, or his or her 
designee, present at each site; a recording of the hearing by audio or 
visual recording devices; and a reasonable opportunity for input, such as 
public comment or questions, is provided to at least the same extent as 
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would be provided if virtual conferencing was not used; 
 

(iii) At least one copy of all documents being considered at the 
meeting is available at any physical site open to the public where 
individuals may attend the virtual conference. The public body shall 
also provide links to an electronic copy of the agenda, all documents 
being considered at the meeting, and the current version of the Open 
Meetings Act; and 

 
(iv) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision or 

subsection (4) of section 79-2204, no more than one-half of the 
meetings of the state entities, advisory committees, boards, councils, 
organizations, or governing bodies are held by virtual conferencing in 
a calendar year. In the case of an organization created under the 
Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural gas at 
wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created under the 
Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, the organization may hold more 
than one-half of its meetings by virtual conferencing if such 
organization holds at least one meeting each calendar year that is not 
by virtual conferencing. The governing body of a risk management pool 
that meets at least quarterly and the advisory committees of the 
governing body may each hold more than one-half of its meetings by 
virtual conferencing if the governing body's quarterly meetings are not 
held by virtual conferencing. 

 
(3) Virtual conferencing, emails, faxes, or other electronic 

communication shall not be used to circumvent any of the public 
government purposes established in the Open Meetings Act. 

 
(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall 

maintain a list of the news media requesting notification of meetings 
and shall make reasonable efforts to provide advance notification to 
them of the time and place of each meeting and the subjects to be 
discussed at that meeting. 

 
(5) When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without 

reasonable advance public notice, the nature of the emergency shall be 
stated in the minutes and any formal action taken in such meeting shall 
pertain only to the emergency. Such emergency meetings may be held by 
virtual conferencing. The provisions of subsection (4) of this section 
shall be complied with in conducting emergency meetings. Complete 
minutes of such emergency meetings specifying the nature of the 
emergency and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made 
available to the public by no later than the end of the next regular 
business day. 

 
(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other 

witness to appear before the public body by means of virtual 
conferencing. 

 
(7)(a) Notwithstanding subsections (2) and (5) of this section, if an 

emergency is declared by the Governor pursuant to the Emergency 
Management Act as defined in section 81-829.39, a public body the 
territorial jurisdiction of which is included in the emergency declaration, 
in whole or in part, may hold a meeting by virtual conferencing during 
such emergency if the public body gives reasonable advance publicized 
notice as described in subsection (1) of this section. The notice shall 
include information regarding access for the public and news media. In 
addition to any formal action taken pertaining to the emergency, the 
public body may hold such meeting for the purpose of briefing, 
discussion of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the 
taking of any action by the public body. 

 
(b) The public body shall provide access by providing a dial-in 

number or a link to the virtual conference. The public body shall also 
provide links to an electronic copy of the agenda, all documents being 
considered at the meeting, and the current version of the Open 
Meetings Act. Reasonable arrangements shall be made to accommodate 
the public's right to hear and speak at the meeting and record the 
meeting. Subsection (4) of this section shall be complied with in 
conducting such meetings. 

 
(c) The nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes. 

Complete minutes of such meeting specifying the nature of the 
emergency and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made 
available for inspection as provided in subsections (5) and (6) of section 
84-1413. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of 
public; public body; powers and duties. 

(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to 
attend and the right to speak at meetings of public bodies, and all or any 
part of a meeting of a public body, except for closed sessions called 
pursuant to section 84-1410, may be videotaped, televised, 
photographed, broadcast, or recorded by any person in attendance by 
means of a tape recorder, a camera, video equipment, or any other 
means of pictorial or sonic reproduction or in writing. 

 
(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for 

any public body to make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations 
regarding the conduct of persons attending, speaking at, videotaping, 
televising, photographing, broadcasting, or recording its meetings, 
including meetings held by virtual conferencing. A body may not be 
required to allow citizens to speak at each meeting, but it may not forbid 
public participation at all meetings. 

 
(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify 

themselves as a condition for admission to the meeting nor shall such 
body require that the name of any member of the public be placed on the 
agenda prior to such meeting in order to speak about items on the 
agenda. The body shall require any member of the public desiring to 
address the body to identify himself or herself, including an address and 
the name of any organization represented by such person unless the 
address requirement is waived to protect the security of the individual. 

 
(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the 

Open Meetings Act, hold a meeting in a place known by the body to be 
too small to accommodate the anticipated audience. 

 
(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if 

it holds its meeting in its traditional meeting place which is located in 
this state. 

 
(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if 

it holds a meeting outside of this state if, but only if: 
 

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this 
state and the meeting is in that member's jurisdiction; 

 
(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located 

within public buildings used by members of the entity or at a place 
which will accommodate the anticipated audience; 

 
(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the 

public's right to attend, hear, and speak at the meeting, including 
making virtual conferencing available at an instate location to members, 
the public, or the press, if requested twenty-four hours in advance; 
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(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body's 
meetings in a calendar year are held out-of-state; 

 
(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the 

public government purposes established in the Open Meetings Act; and 
 

(f) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at 
least twenty-one days before the date of the meeting in a legal 
newspaper of statewide circulation. 

 
(7) Each public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort 

to accommodate the public's right to hear the discussion and testimony 
presented at a meeting. 

 
(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the 

instate location for virtual conferencing as required by subdivision 
(6)(c) of this section, for examination and copying by members of the 
public, at least one copy of all reproducible written material to be 
discussed at an open meeting, either in paper or electronic form. Public 
bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the Open 
Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a location accessible to 
members of the public. At the beginning of the meeting, the public shall 
be informed about the location of the posted information. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret 
ballot; when. 

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing 
the time, place, members present and absent, and the substance of all 
matters discussed. 

 
(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and 

seconded shall be by roll call vote of the public body in open session, 
and the record shall state how each member voted or if the member 
was absent or not voting. The requirements of a roll call or viva voce 
vote shall be satisfied by a public body which utilizes an electronic 
voting device which allows the yeas and nays of each member of such 
public body to be readily seen by the public. 

 
(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken 

by secret ballot, but the total number of votes for each candidate shall 
be recorded in the minutes. 

 
(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation 

received or disclosed in open session shall be public records and open 
to public inspection during normal business hours. 

 
(5) Minutes shall be written, except as provided in subsection (6) 

of this section, and available for inspection within ten working days or 
prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier, except 
that cities of the second class and villages may have an additional ten 
working days if the employee responsible for writing the minutes is 
absent due to a serious illness or emergency. 

 
(6) Minutes of the meetings of the board of a school district or 

educational service unit may be kept as an electronic record. 
 

(7) Beginning July 31, 2022, the governing body of a natural 
resources district, the city council of a city of the metropolitan class, the 
city council of a city of the primary class, the city council of a city of the 
first class, the county board of a county with a population greater than 
twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and the school board of a school 
district shall make available on such entity's public web site the agenda 
and minutes of any meeting of the governing body. The agenda shall be 
placed on the web site at least twenty-four hours before the meeting of 

the governing body. Minutes shall be placed on the web site at such 
time as the minutes are available for inspection as provided in 
subsection (5) of this section. This information shall be available on the 
public web site for at least six months. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; 
declared void or voidable by district court; when; duty to enforce 
open meeting laws; citizen's suit; procedure; violations; penalties. 

 
(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal 

action of a public body made or taken in violation of the Open Meetings 
Act shall be declared void by the district court if the suit is commenced 
within one hundred twenty days of the meeting of the public body at 
which the alleged violation occurred. Any motion, resolution, rule, 
regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken 
in substantial violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be voidable by 
the district court if the suit is commenced more than one hundred 
twenty days after but within one year of the meeting of the public body 
in which the alleged violation occurred. A suit to void any final action 
shall be commenced within one year of the action. 

 
(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county 

in which the public body ordinarily meets shall enforce the Open 
Meetings Act. 

 
(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district 

court of the county in which the public body ordinarily meets or in 
which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring compliance with 
or preventing violations of the Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of 
declaring an action of a public body void, or for the purpose of 
determining the applicability of the act to discussions or decisions of 
the public body. It shall not be a defense that the citizen attended the 
meeting and failed to object at such time. The court may order payment 
of reasonable attorney's fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in 
a suit brought under this section. 

 
(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or 

conspires to violate or who attends or remains at a meeting knowing 
that the public body is in violation of any provision of the Open 
Meetings Act shall be guilty of a Class IV misdemeanor for a first 
offense and a Class III misdemeanor for a second or subsequent 
offense. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1415.  Open Meetings Act; requirements; 
waiver; validity of action. 
      No motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action 
made, adopted, passed, or taken at a meeting as defined in section 84-
1409 of a public body as defined in such section shall be invalidated 
because such motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal 
action was made, adopted, passed, or taken at a meeting or meetings on 
or after March 17, 2020, and on or before April 30, 2021, pursuant to a 
Governor's Executive Order which waived certain requirements of the 
Open Meetings Act. 



2. Minutes of February 1, 2022, meeting.



BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
FEBRUARY 1, 2022 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners of the City of Columbus, 
Nebraska, was convened in open and public session on February 1, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, 1369 25 Avenue, Columbus, Nebraska. 

 
Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Columbus 
Telegram on January 26, 2022, with a copy of the proof of publication being on file in the 
office of the City Clerk. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance 
notice to the members of the Board of Parks Commissioners. All proceedings hereafter 
shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public. 

 
1. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETINGS ACT. Chair Hansen 

announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room. 
Present were Members Jon Brezenski, Robbin Cutsor, Jack Gutierrez, Brad 
Hansen, Sandra Jochens, Gary Puetz, Bruce Schmidt, and John Shadle. Member 
Nick Larson was absent. City staff members included Public Property Director 
Doug Moore, Park Superintendent Ron Dush, Park and Recreation Coordinator 
Betsy Eckhardt, and Account Clerk II/Records Clerk II Linda Nickeson. 

 
2. MINUTES OF JANUARY 4, 2022, MEETING. The minutes were approved as 

presented with a motion by Gutierrez and a second by Schmidt. Brezenski, Cutsor, 
Gutierrez, Hansen, Jochens, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted “Aye” and none 
voted “Nay”. Larson was absent. 

 
3. COLUMBUS YOUTH SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL REPORT. Brent 

Johnston was present to answer questions regarding the 2021 season and pointed 
out that a new member will be joining the board this season, replacing Jerry 
Drymon. 

 
4. AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL ANNUAL REPORT. Steve Farmer reviewed 

the 2021 season and confirmed that tournament expenses reflected on the 
financial report were for out of town games, the cost of uniforms and caps is 
included in the organization’s annual budget, and that the only fundraiser held was 
a youth baseball camp. Moore stated that the city is in the process of accepting 
letters of interest for Pawnee Park baseball field lighting and pointed out that the 
addition of bleacher railings will be costly as ADA requirements will necessitate a 
complete reconstruction.  

 
5. WILDERNESS PARK OPERATIONS COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT. Kay Arlt 

stated that both her term as president and that of Brenda Preister as director of 
marketing will end August 31, 2022. The organization is actively seeking both 
replacements as well as a director of coaching. She reviewed the 2021 season in 
detail and stressed that development of the parking area north of the fields and 
expansion of the north storeroom are essential for growth of the soccer programs.  

6. PUBLIC PROPERY DIRECTOR REPORT. Dush reviewed park activity. Moore 
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stated that he is opposed to placing port-a-potties throughout the parks as they are 
unsightly and targets for vandalism.   

7. FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OF COLUMBUS SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION. A motion 
was made by Cutsor and seconded by Gutierrez to go into closed session. The 
subject matter to be discussed shall be financial activity of Columbus Softball 
Association. The reason for going into closed session is for the prevention of 
needless injury to the reputation of an individual. City Administrator Tara Vasicek, 
Public Property Director Doug Moore, and Park and Recreation Coordinator Betsy 
Eckhardt will be included in the closed session. Hansen announced that a motion 
has been made to go into closed session. The subject matter to be discussed shall 
be financial activity of Columbus Softball Association. The reason for going into 
closed session is for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an 
individual. City Administrator Tara Vasicek, Public Property Director Doug Moore, 
and Park and Recreation Coordinator Betsy Eckhardt will be included in the closed 
session. Brezenski, Cutsor, Gutierrez, Hansen, Jochens, Puetz, Schmidt, and 
Shadle voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Larson was absent. Hansen announced 
that the board of parks commissioners has voted to go into closed session. The 
subject matter to be discussed shall be financial activity of Columbus Softball 
Association. The reason for going into closed session is for the prevention of 
needless injury to the reputation of an individual. City Administrator Tara Vasicek, 
Public Property Director Doug Moore, and Park and Recreation Coordinator Betsy 
Eckhardt will be included in the closed session. The board of parks commissioners 
went into closed session at 12:43 p.m. The board of parks commissioners exited 
closed session at 1:09 p.m. with a motion by Cutsor and a second by Shadle. 
Brezenski, Cutsor, Gutierrez, Hansen, Jochens, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted 
“Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Larson was absent. 

8. ADJOURNMENT. The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
 

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
: Linda Nickeson 



3. Columbus Area Youth Football Organization annual report.



3rd 4th TOTAL #

# OF FLAG 

TEAMS 5th 6th TOTAL # 

# OF TACKLE 

TEAMS Total

potential 

5th/6th

CENTRAL CITY 7 5 12 1 12 12 24 1 36 17

COLUMBUS  21 18 39 3 23 34 57 2 96 41

COLUMBUS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 12 10 22 2 16 5 21 1 43 26

LAKEVIEW 4 9 13 1 12 5 17 1 30 21

LEIGH/CLARKSON 7 7 14 1 7 8 15 1 29 14

TWIN RIVER 7 12 19 2 2 1 3 0 22 14

Total 58 61 119 10 72 65 137 6 256 133

DESCRIPTION DEPOSITS EXPENSES

INCOME FROM REGISTRATION $23,947.00

CITY OF COLUMBUS (RENT/ELECT) $194.00

PAINTING OF FIELDS $700.00

FERTILIZER/SPRAYING $1,500.00

BALLS/EQUIPMENT/JERSEYS $4,370.00

TSHIRTS $5,246.00

INSURANCE $2,013.00

ADVERTISING $300.00

END OF YEAR PIZZA PARTY $1,858.00

LAUNDRY $202.00

ATHLETIC TRAINER $1,790.00

REF'S $2,295.00

TOTALS $23,947.00 $20,468.00

2021 Participation Numbers

2021 FINANCIALS 

Columbus Area Youth Football Organization Report - 2021 Season



Notes for Park Board Meeting 

We had 256 participants in the league this year, that includes 119 3rd and 4th graders and 137 5th and 6th 

graders.  Of these participants, 169 came from Columbus, Columbus Catholic and Lakeview teams, so the 

City of Columbus is well represented in this league.  We also had teams from Central City, Clarkson/Leigh 

and Twin River.    

Overall, participation numbers were down slightly this year because we lost the teams from David City. 

They did not have enough kids to form a tackle team, so their 5th and 6th graders moved to playing a 7 vs 

7 league in Wahoo.  Because parents of the 5th and 6th graders also has 3rd and 4th graders, their flag 

team(s) moved also.  Lamont and I think that we may get them back in the future.   

This was the first year that we split Columbus Catholic students into their own teams.  We had talked 

about it for a number of years, but this year Coach Linder asked that we make the move.  The thought 

was that it may help them getting Catholic school kids to come out for youth football.  I think that the 

move was well liked by both Coach Linder and Coach Williams, it allows both of the high school coaching 

staffs to be a little more involved in the development of players.  I know both coaching staffs are trying to 

be better at vertical integration of their teams, having all players run similar drills, consistency with 

technique and have similar plays or schemes.   

We did not purchase a lot of equipment last year.  This year we will need to get about a third of our 

helmets reconditioned and we plan on ordering new jerseys for each team.  We will work with each tackle 

team to develop “cool” new jerseys that the kids will get excited for.  

Overall, the season went great, again we are appreciative of the new storage/restroom/concession 

facility.  It has really helped with fan and participation friendliness.  The only thing that we would request 

for consideration from the City’s budget is the construction of some shade structures.  I think that the 

construction of a shade structure on the concrete where the old building set would be great and then if 

we could erect some shade structure on the south field that would be great.  We play most of our games 

in August and September and we have games all day long.  Some of those mid-afternoon games are really 

hot and there is no place to get out of the sun out there.   

Lamont and I would like to thank Ron Dush and the rest of the park crews, they are always great to work 

with and we get numerous comments that we have some of the best grass fields in the area.  Also, thanks 

to the park board for your support year in and year out.   

Sincerely, 

John A. Zwingman 



4. Columbus Youth Baseball League annual report.









5. Columbus Mariners Baseball League annual report.



INCOME/EXPENSE REPORTING FORM 

Organization:  Columbus Mariners Baseball  Year:  2021 Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park 
Improvements Completed                 Cost 

Gerrard park concrete around dugouts, gravel in low wet areas, batting cage repair 12000 
L screens, and nets erected   
  
  

 

Park Improvements Planned                     Estimated Cost 

Add Agri lime, yellow fence topper 8000 
 
 1500 
City Funding Requested:  

 

Park Maintenance Expenses (Your cost for field preparation, irrigation, etc.)                                  Cost 

4 wheeler maintenance and payments 1800 
Caulk  400 
Electricity 250 

 

Number of Participants (List as appropriate for your organization, ie., Leagues  
List of Board Members & Park Dept contact person 
Dave Gustafson: President – Chris Mustard: VP – Cory Reeder: Treasurer – Nick Young: Secretary 
Dave Gustafson, Cory Reeder, Logan Bronson, Chris Mustard, Nick Young, Scott Camron - Members 

 

 Income Expenses Net 

Fees 20875 12847 8022 

Concessions Not run Not run  

Tournaments 47195 47195 0 

Special Events 2389 2171 218 

Special Fund Raisers 24949 25307 -358 

Entry Fees    

Registration Fees    

Other Grant, 
1800 

1800 0 

Total: 97208 89320 7888 



6. Columbus Baseball Association annual report.







7. Advertising signs located at Pawnee Park, Centennial Park, and Berne Square 
baseball fields for the 2022 baseball season.







8. Update on Van Berg Family Learning Center.



































9. Facilities and programming changes for Aquatic Center and Gerrard Park.











10. Public Property Director report.







Membership and Daily Admissions - January 2021

Membership
Annual Memberships Aquatic Center Individual 72
Annual Memberships Aquatic Center Group 772
Program Admittance Memberships 50 Admissions 59
Monthly Memberships Aquatic Center Individual 10
Program Admittance Memberships 25 Admissions 2
Annual Memberships Combo (AC & PP) Group 55
Annual Memberships Combo (AC & PP) Individual 4
Totals for Membership 974
 
Admission
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Youth (4+) 105
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Adult Admission (16+) 108
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Senior Admission (55+) 4
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Swim Lesson 64
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Swim Team 597
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - Staff 5
Aquatic Center Admission Fees - 3&U 5
Totals for Admission 888
 
Totals for *AC Park Board Admissions Report* 1962

 
Aquatic Center Revenue - January 2022

Description Total
Passes $1,665.00
Admissions $864.00
Swimming Lessons $1,147.50
Programs $150.00
Merch/Misc Sales $19.00
Building Rentals $500.00
Equipment Rentals $33.00

Total Revenue $4,378.50



2022 QR QR (2021) 2022 VB 2021 VB 2022 VB pass 2021 VB pass

0 0 21 35 48 61 Players Rentals Players Rentals
0 4 7 185 57 9 / 82 7 / 75

1204 183 277
2661 602 633
2751 1200 875
3291 1003 826 Players Rentals Players Rentals
3093 1218 991 300 217 133 87
3176 1752 963
2011 463 298
1495 320 190
726 67 84 Players Rentals Players Rentals
392 36 86 10/180 2/66 0/0 0/0

0 20800 21 6883 48 5291

*  WEATHER

QR VB Total Rds DAYS Total Rev QR VB Passes/Punch

2006 14,145 3,636 17,781 33 380,114.13 250,815.13 51,345.00 77,954.00 Jan-Dec 2006

2007 13,856 3,921 17,777 37 374,656.70 247,502.95 52,484.75 74,669.00 Jan-Dec 2007

2008 16,490 3,322 19,812 29 392,168.16 269,130.62 45,071.64 77,965.90 Jan - Dec 2008

2009 24,044 5,805 29,849 30 440,517.65 296,032.27 54,070.01 90,415.37 Jan-Dec 2009

2010 20,100 4,708 24,808 39 430,316.66 282,355.79 44,678.10 103,282.77 Jan-Dec-2010

2011 17,231 4,255 21,486 51 403,737.50 256,447.20 44,311.40 102,978.90 Jan-Dec 2011

2012 20,763 5,554 26,317 36 453,582.16 281,325.80 42,449.43 129,806.93 Jan-Dec 2012

2013 17,780 6,833 24,613 32 435,869.17 242,846.89 58,229.51 134,792.77 Jan-Dec 2013

2014 19,116 6,493 25,609 34 456,925.82 267,817.90 52,747.99 136,359.93 Jan-Dec 2014

2015 21,206 7,014 28,220 47 466,655.67 267,674.40 58,490.34 140,490.93 Jan-Dec 2015

2016 24,008 7,029 31,037 35 + 8 473,738.90 286,042.87 52,593.92 135,102.11 Jan-Dec 2016

2017 21,905 6,230 28,135 43 478,110.61 275,744.95 54,269.26 148,096.40 Jan-DEC 2017

2018 21,434 6,224 27,658 49 474,776.79 269,995.46 59,190.46 145,590.87 Jan-DEC 2018

2019 10,083 8,001 18,084 x 278,628.11 113,332.47 84,097.59 81,198.05 Jan-DEC 2019

2020 17,810 10,898 28,708 x 347,698.60 167,879.17 97,728.87 82,090.56 Jan-DEC 2020

2021 20,800 12,174 32,974 438,628.65 209,528.41 112,344.03 116,756.21 Jan-DEC 2021

Jan-Dec 2022 2022 0 69 69 14,116.93 5,102.79 196.35 8,817.79 Jan-Dec 2022

ROUNDS FootGolf 2020

$1,080.45

June
July

FootGolf 2018

$1,829.20

Oct
Nov

Rounds By Comparison

$3,412.60

FootGolf 2019

  

FootGolf 2022

9 HOLES CLOSED AT QUAIL

$$ GOLF  COURSE  REVENUE $$

9 HOLES CLOSED AT QUAIL

Feb
March
April
May

Dec

2022 JANUARY GOLF ACTIVITY REPORT

FootGolf 2021

$1,487.15

FootGolf 2017

Aug
Sept

Jan



11. Adjournment.
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