
Board of Parks Commissioners
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 4:00 PM

Council Chambers
1369 25 Avenue 

{{Name: Agenda Item Name}}
{{Rationale: Agenda Item Rationale}}{{AgendaItemEnd}}

1. Statement of compliance with Open Meetings Act.

2. Minutes of July 16, 2019, meeting.

3. Update on Frontier Park horseshoe courts.

4. Report of Public Property Director.

A. Park Department.

B. Aquatics Department.

C. Golf Department.

D. Sports & Activities Council.

5. Adjournment.



BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
JULY 16, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners of the City of Columbus, 
Nebraska, was convened in open and public session on July 16, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, 1369 25 Avenue, Columbus, Nebraska. 

 
Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Columbus 
Telegram, with a copy of the proof of publication being on file in the office of the City 
Clerk. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the 
notice to the Mayor and members of the City Council and Board of Parks 
Commissioners of this meeting. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the 
convened meeting was open to the public. 

 
1. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETINGS ACT AND ROLL 

CALL: Vice Chair Cutsor announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is 
posted in the meeting room. Present were Members Robbin Cutsor, Chuck 
Fleeman, Jack Gutierrez, Gary Puetz, and Bruce Schmidt. Members Brad 
Hansen, Sandra Jochens, Nick Larson, and John Shadle were absent. City staff 
members included Public Property Director Doug Moore and Account Clerk 
II/Records Clerk II Linda Nickeson. Also present were Golf Professional Doug 
Dunbar and Sports and Activities Director Doug Kluth. 
 

2. MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2019, MEETING: The minutes were approved as 
presented with a motion by Gutierrez and a second by Fleeman. Cutsor, 
Fleeman, Gutierrez, Puetz, and Schmidt voted “Aye” and none voted “Nay”. 
Hansen, Jochens, Larson, and Shadle were absent. 
 

3. REQUEST OF CONSERVATION NEBRASKA TO USE AN AREA IN PAWNEE 
PARK AS AN EDUCATIONAL SPACE FOR PARK VISITORS TO LEARN 
ABOUT COLUMBUS’ NATIVE PLANT LIFE:  Moore stated that the organization 
would like to use an area in Pawnee Park to educate visitors about Columbus’ 
native plant life. He indicated that a 100 square foot area on the south side of 
East Pawnee Park will be used initially, with room to grow if the project is 
successful, and that signage will be placed describing the mix of native prairie 
grasses planted there. The request was approved with a motion by Fleeman and 
a second by Puetz. Cutsor, Fleeman, Gutierrez, Puetz and Schmidt voted “Aye” 
and none voted “Nay”. Hansen, Jochens, Larson, and Shadle were absent. 

4. REPORT OF PUBLIC PROPERY DIRECTOR: 

4.A. Park Department. Moore reviewed current activity throughout various parks.  

4.B. Aquatics Department. Moore reported that the Aquatic Center is currently 
closed for annual maintenance with reopening scheduled for August 12 and that 
all Aquatic Center programs will be held at Pawnee Plunge during the shutdown. 
It was noted that a FlowRider competition has been added to this year’s 
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Columbus Days events. 

4.C. Golf Department. Moore stated that a meeting was held with FEMA and staff is 
completing the paperwork necessary to receive financial assistance to rebuild 
Quail Run. He pointed out that the Nebraska Forest Service has assessed the 
many trees on the golf course affected by the flood and have deemed them to be 
hazardous; however, they could potentially live another 20 to 30 years. He 
indicated that staff will take measures going forward to prevent injury to patrons 
in order to avoid liability issues. Discussion was held regarding the potential 
closing of Van Berg golf course once Quail Run is rebuilt and the benefits the 
course offers to the community. 

4.D. Sports and Activities Council. Kluth pointed out that he and Deb Loseke of the 
Columbus/Platte County Convention and Visitors Bureau have collaborated with 
several other groups in Nebraska to develop Sports Nebraska. He indicated that 
there are currently 11 different communities working together to promote sports 
and activities throughout Nebraska rather than competing for events. It was 
mentioned that a website and Facebook page have been created to showcase 
events in member communities and indicated that he intends to post events on 
the sites that he feels will draw visitors to Columbus. He stated that he and 
Loseke plan to attend a “trade show” event in Colorado Springs next month that 
allows you to bid for activities to be held in your community. He indicated that if 
the Columbus Days’ FlowRider competition is successful he plans to present a 
bid to the Nebraska Sports Council to make it part of the Cornhusker State 
Games.  

5. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. with a motion by Fleeman 
and a second by Puetz. Cutsor, Fleeman, Gutierrez, Puetz, and Schmidt voted 
“Aye” and none voted “Nay”. Hansen, Jochens, Larson, and Shadle were absent. 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
: Linda Nickeson 
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August 2019 
 
 
Monthly report 
 
Park Department 
 Work on concrete improvements at Pawnee Park baseball field has started 
 Frontier Park playground equipment has arrived, construction to begin end of August 
 Frontier Park swing set is complete 

Design by JEO for splash pad at Glur Park almost complete, construction starting 
soon 
B-D Company picnic at West Shelter on August 10 
Wilderness Park soccer has started, ends in mid – October. 
Youth football starts at Bradshaw Park on August 24 
Preparing Memorial Stadium for football season. 
Work continuing on Frontier Park restroom. 
Preparing for Columbus Day 
Two summer staff done on August 16, two more leaving end of August 

 
Aquatics report 
 Aquatic Center to open on August 12 after annual maintenance shutdown 
 Pawnee Plunge to close for season on August 11. 

Another fecal accident at Pawnee Plunge on August 1, accident was at 7:00 p.m. so 
we were able to get it cleaned up by noon on Friday, so didn’t affect normal patron 
availability. 
United Way Duck Derby at Pawnee Plunge on August 16. 
Flow rider competition on August 16 for Columbus Days. 
Summer employees done, finishing PA for them 
 

Golf report 
Started debris removal with city staff two weeks ago, larger rented equipment has 
arrived 
Meeting with FEMA weekly for updates 
 Nebraska Forest Service and Cooperative Extension completed tree assessment on 
August 2, awaiting written report 
Putting together RFP’s for repairs on the south side of Quail Run 
Continuing day to day maintenance at both golf courses. 
Removed some of the milling pile from the Van Berg parking lot for the 3rd Avenue 
street improvement project 
 

 
 
 
 
 

























        
            

     August Events       

   

Lawnchairs on the Square:  August 1, 8, 15 @ Frankfort Square, 7:00 PM 

CCH Food Thoughts “Farmers Market” August 2, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 

Live Horse Racing Begins August 2, @ Ag Park, 6:30 PM 

CPL End of Summer Reading Program Cookie Party: August 3 @ Columbus Public Library, All Day 

AYSO Starts: August 3-October 5 @ Wilderness Park 

24th Annual Discoverers Golf Tournament: August 3, @ Elks CC, Noon 

“VCC Boys: Veterans CCC of Platte County”: August 3, @ Columbus Public Library, 2:00 PM 

Farmers Market: August 3,10,17,24, @ Frankfort Square, 7:30 AM 

UPRR Big Boy 4014 Returns:  August 4, @ 26th Street RR Crossing, 11:45 AM-12:30 PM 

“A Nebraskan’s Experiences with Apollo Missions”: August 4, @ Platte County Museum, 2:00 PM 

YMCA Niobrara River Canoe Trip: August 5-7 

Super Heroes Camp (Ages 3-6): August 5 or 6 @ Heartland Gymnastics, 5:30 or 6:30 PM 

SNAP Camp: August 6 & 7, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 8:00 AM-2:30 PM 

CCH Club CHIP “Canning Methods” August 6, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 5:30 

National Night Out: August 6 @ Village Center Mall, 5:30-7:30 PM 

100th Anniversary Cruise Night:  August 8, @ A & W Parking Lot, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Go Play Golf Tournament: August 9 @ Quail Run, 1:00 PM 

CCH Food Thoughts “Smart Snacks For Your Trip” August 9, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 

Pawnee Plunge Closes: August 11 

Water Zumba, Water Aerobics & Open Swimming Starts: August 12, @ Columbus Aquatics Center  

Remax Cruise Night:  August 12, @ Remax Parking Lot, 6:30-8:00 PM 

CCH Heart Healthy Cooking/Farmers Market:  August 13, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 5:30-7:00 

CCH “Code Blue” Film/Discussion:  August 13, @CCC Fine Arts Building, 7:00 PM 

CCH Food Thoughts “Make it Mediterranean” August 16, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 



Columbus Public Library Book Sale: August 15-18, @ Columbus Public Library 

Flow Rider Competition:  August 16, @ Pawnee Plunge, 6:15 PM 

Columbus Days: August 16-18, @ Downtown Columbus (Various Events and Times) 

Calico Quilt Show: August 16-19, @ Columbus Public Library, 10:00 AM (Th-Sat), 1:30 PM (Sunday) 

Columbus Barbecue Classic: August 16-17, @ Frankfort Square, 5:00 PM (Friday), 11:00 AM (Sat) 

Lazy River Duck Run: August 16, @ Pawnee Plunge, 6:00 PM 

STEM On The Go:  August 17, @ Frankfort Square, 10:00 AM-Noon 

Platte Valley Mustangs Car Show: August 17, @ Frankfort Square, Noon-4:00 PM 

YMCA Color Run: August 17 @ Frankfort Square, 7:00 PM 

Columbus Days Parade: August 18 @ Downtown Columbus, 3:00 PM 

CCH “Walk with a Doc” with Kim Harm: August 20 @ Frankfort Square, 5:30 PM 

CCH Food Thoughts “Reduce Plate Waste” August 23, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 

Punt, Pass & Kick (Ages 6-15): August 24 @ Bradshaw Park, 9:30 AM Registration, 10:00 Event 

Dick Kamm Memorial Golf Tournament: August 25, @ Elks CC, Noon 

Rookie Flag Football (Grades K-2): August 27-October 15 (Tuesdays) @ YMCA  

Cruise Night: August 29 @ American Legion 

CCH Food Thoughts “How Much Protein” August 30, @ Columbus Wellness Center, 11:30 

 

Here is the link for a complete listing of all of the Columbus Days Activities 

https://thecolumbuspage.com/events/columbus-days/ 
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