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1. Statement of compliance with Open Meetings Act.

2. Minutes of April 16, 2019, meeting.

3. Report of Public Property Director.

A. Park Department

B. Aquatics Department.

C. Golf Department.

4. Training on implementation of paperless agendas.

5. Adjourn.



BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
APRIL 16, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners of the City of Columbus, 
Nebraska, was convened in open and public session on April 16, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, 1369 25 Avenue, Columbus, Nebraska. 
 
Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Columbus 
Telegram, with a copy of the proof of publication being on file in the office of the City 
Clerk. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the 
notice to the Mayor and members of the City Council and Board of Parks 
Commissioners of this meeting. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the 
convened meeting was open to the public. 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETINGS ACT: Chair Hansen 
announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room.  
Present were Park Board Members Robbin Cutsor, Chuck Fleeman, Brad Hansen, 
Sandra Jochens, Nick Larson, Gary Puetz, Bruce Schmidt, and John Shadle. Member 
Jack Gutierrez was absent and excused. City staff members present included Public 
Property Director Doug Moore, Mayor Jim Bulkley, City Administrator Tara Vasicek, 
Park Superintendent Ron Dush, and Account Clerk II/Records Clerk II Linda Nickeson. 
Also present was Golf Professional Doug Dunbar.  
 
MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 2019, MEETING: The minutes from the March 19, 2019, 
meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners were presented. Moved by Cutsor, 
seconded by Jochens, these minutes be approved as presented. All members present 
voted "Aye" and motion carried. 
 
REQUEST FOR USE OF GLUR PARK FOR 2019 TIME FOR CHANGE PROGRAM: 
Santiago Vasquez, Time for Change Director, requested the use of Glur Park for the 
2019 Play Days in the Park summer program. The organization intends to use the park 
Monday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. until noon for four weeks in June and three 
weeks in July. He confirmed the program was well attended last year and is run by three 
paid staff members and community volunteers. Moved by Shadle, seconded by 
Fleeman, to approve the use of Glur Park for the 2019 Play Days in the Park summer 
program. All members present voted “Aye” and motion carried. 
 
PRIORITIZATON OF REQUESTS FOR CITY FUNDING: Moore presented the results 
of the surveys prioritizing multiple requests for city funding and said the results will be 
presented to the City Administrator and Finance Director for consideration in the 2019-
2020 Budget. 
 
REVIEW OF AQUATIC CENTER AND PAWNEE PLUNGE FEES: A list of current fees 
for the Aquatic Center and Pawnee Plunge along with a fee comparison of surrounding 
water parks was presented. Moore indicated the only proposed changes include an 
increase to the individual daily admission fee at the Aquatic Center and the daily 
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admission fees at Pawnee Plunge. Moved by Jochens, seconded by Puetz, to 
recommend approval of an increase to the individual daily admission fee at the Aquatic 
Center and the daily admission fees at Pawnee Plunge as presented. All members 
present voted “Aye” and motion carried.  
 
REVISED 2019 GOLF FEES: A list of revised fees for Quail Run Golf Course for the 
2019 season was presented. Moore pointed out that staff is recommending punchcard 
and daily rates be reduced to match those at Van Berg Golf Course with no change to 
the cost of passes. Dunbar reviewed the condition of the course after the March flood 
and said he believes the proposed rates are fair and acceptable to patrons. He 
confirmed that of the 19 passes purchased prior to the flooding, only two individuals 
have approached him regarding a refund and that approximately 60 passes have been 
purchased since at the current rate. Tony Lange stated that he purchased golf, cart, and 
driving range passes prior to the March flood and is now requesting a full refund for the 
golf and cart passes. He indicated that he will continue to patronize Quail Run; however, 
he prefers to pay on a daily basis as he believes the current condition and availability of 
the course are not what he paid for and he most likely will not play as often as originally 
planned. Discussion was held regarding the quality of the course and whether or not 
that should determine if refunds be offered to all who purchased passes. Schmidt 
recommended the pass rate be reduced by 15% for the entire 2019 season. Vasicek 
pointed out that purchasing a pass at the current rate is still a good value because those 
who purchase them recognize that they play enough golf to justify the cost. Following 
additional discussion regarding the established no refund/non-transferable policy 
communicated to everyone at the time of purchase it was suggested that the pass rate  
remain the same, and due to the unusual circumstances, a refund be offered only to 
those who purchased a pass prior to the flood.  
 
Mayor Bulkley left the meeting at 4:55 p.m. 
 
Moved by Larson, seconded by Jochens, to recommend to the mayor and city council, 
approval to reduce the Quail Run punchcard and daily fees to match those at Van Berg, 
keep the season pass rates the same, and issue a pass refund to those making a 
formal request. Hansen, Jochens, Larson, Puetz, Schmidt, and Shadle voted “Aye” and 
Cutsor and Fleeman voted “Nay”. Motioned carried. 
 
Vasicek and Dunbar left the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 
REPORT ON PARK DEPARTMENT: Moore reviewed current activity and projects 
taking place throughout city parks and stated that an abundance of trout have been 
added to the west Pawnee Park lagoon. He pointed out that the city was offered a 
factory discount of $34,000 for Frontier Park playground equipment allowing staff to 
purchase a much larger structure than anticipated.  
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REPORT ON AQUATIC DEPARTMENT: Moore reported that staff is busy training 
lifeguards, providing swimming lessons, and preparing for the May 25 opening of 
Pawnee Plunge.  
 
REPORT ON GOLF DEPARTMENT: Moore reported that all the ice has melted at 
Quail Run, cleanup continues by removing trees, logs, debris, and sand, all south side 
greens except two have been cleared and aerated, and that staff recently met with 
FEMA regarding proper documentation of all costs associated with cleanup and repairs 
for potential financial assistance.   
 
Jochens left the meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Moore noted that staff has been draining the irrigation lake of contaminants and will 
begin irrigating the Quail Run greens once the water is determined safe.  
 
Moved by Fleeman, seconded by Cutsor, the meeting be adjourned. All members 
present voted “Aye” and motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
: Linda Nickeson 
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