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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 532 
 Orig. 2003 
Revised:                                Rev. 20243 
 

 
532 USE OF PEACE OFFICERS AND CRISIS TEAMS TO REMOVE STUDENTS WITH IEPs FROM 

SCHOOL GROUNDS  
 

[NOTE: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these 
issues.] 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to describe the appropriate use of peace officers and crisis teams 
to remove, if necessary, a student with an individualized education program (IEP) from school 
grounds. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district is committed to promoting learning environments that are safe for all 
members of the school community.  It further believes that students are the first priority and 
that they should be reasonably protected from physical or emotional harm at all school locations 
and during all school activities. 

 

In general, all students, including those with IEPs, are subject to the terms of the school district’s 
discipline policy. Building level administrators have the leadership responsibility to maintain a 
safe, secure, and orderly educational environment within which learning can occur.  Corrective 
action to discipline a student and/or modify a student’s behavior will be taken by staff when a 
student’s behavior violates the school district’s discipline policy. 

 
If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which, in the judgment of school personnel, 

endangers or may endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff 
members, or school property, that student may be removed from school grounds in accordance 
with this policy. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

For purposes of this policy, the following terms have the meaning given them in this section: 
 

A. “Crisis team” means a group of persons, which may include teachers and non-teaching 
school personnel, selected by the building administrator in each school building who 
have received crisis intervention training and are responsible for becoming actively 
involved with resolving crises.  The building administrator or designee shall serve as the 
leader of the crisis team. 

 
B. “Emergency” means a situation where immediate intervention is needed to protect a 

child or other individual from physical injury. 
 

C. “Peace officer” means an employee or an elected or appointed official of a political 
subdivision or law enforcement agency who is licensed by the Board of Peace Officer 
Standards and Training, charged with the prevention and detection of crime and the 

enforcement of general criminal laws of the state and who has the full power of arrest.  
The term “peace officer” includes a person who serves as a sheriff, a deputy sheriff, a 
police officer, or a state patrol trooper. 

 
D. "Physical holding" means physical intervention intended to hold a child immobile or limit 

a child's movement, where body contact is the only source of physical restraint, and 

where immobilization is used to effectively gain control of a child in order to protect a 
child or other individual from physical injury. 
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[NOTE: This definition is added to provide clarity for discussion of physical 
holds later in this policy and in light of recent Minnesota legislative action.] 

 
D. “Police liaison fficer” is a peace officer who, pursuant to an agreement between the 

school district and a political subdivision or law enforcement agency, is assigned to a 
school building for all or a portion of the school day to provide law enforcement 
assistance and support to the building administration and to promote school safety, 
security, and positive relationships with students. 

 
E. The phrase “remove the student from school grounds” is the act of securing the person 

of a student with an IEP and escorting that student from the school building or school 

activity at which the student with an IEP is located. 
 
F. “School Resource Officer” means a peace officer who is assigned to work in an 

elementary school, middle school, or secondary school during the regular instructional 
school day as one of the officer’s regular responsibilities through the terms of a contract 

entered between the peace officer’s employer and the designated school district or 

charter school. 
 

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted this definition of “school 
resource officer.” MSBA deleted the definition of “police liaison officer” as part 
of this change. School districts should use the term that reflects their local 
circumstances.] 

 

G. “Student with an IEP” or “the student” means a student who is eligible to receive special 
education and related services pursuant to the terms of an IEP or an individual 
interagency intervention plan (IIIP). 

 
H.  All other terms and phrases used in this policy shall be defined in accordance with 

applicable state and federal law or ordinary and customary usage. 
 

IV. REMOVAL OF STUDENTS WITH IEPs FROM SCHOOL GROUNDS  
 

A. Removal By Crisis Team 
 

If the behavior of a student with an IEP escalates to the point where the student’s 
behavior endangers or may endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, 

other students, staff members, or school property, the school building’s crisis team may 
be summoned.  The crisis team may attempt to de-escalate the student’s behavior by 
means including, but not limited to, those described in the student’s IEP and/or behavior 
intervention plan.  When such measures fail, or when the crisis team determines that 
the student’s behavior continues to endanger or may endanger the health, safety, or 
property of the student, other students, staff members, or school property, the crisis 
team may remove the student from school grounds. 

 
  If the student’s behavior cannot be safely managed, school personnel may immediately 

request assistance from the police liaison school resource officer or a peace officer. 
 
 B. Removal By Police LiaisonSchool Resource Officer or Peace Officer 
 
  If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may endanger the 

health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school 
property, the school building’s crisis team, building administrator, or the building 
administrator’s designee, may request that the police liaisonschool resource officer or a 
peace officer remove the student from school grounds. 

 
  If a student with an IEP is restrained or removed from a classroom, school building, or 

school grounds by a peace officer at the request of a school administrator or school staff 
person during the school day twice in a 30-day period, the student’s IEP team must 
meet to determine if the student’s IEP is adequate or if additional evaluation is needed. 
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  Whether or not a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may 

endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, 
or school property, school district personnel may report a crime committed by a student 

with an IEP to appropriate authorities.  If the school district reports a crime committed 
by a student with an IEP, school personnel shall transmit copies of the special education 
and disciplinary records of the student for consideration by appropriate authorities to 
whom it reports the crime, to the extent that the transmission is permitted by the Family 
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the Minnesota Government Data Practices 
Act, and school district’s policy, Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records. 

 

  [NOTE:  If the school district uses a different reference name for its student 
records policy, insert that name in place of the reference to Protection and 
Privacy of Pupil Records, which is the title of MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515.] 

 
  The fact that a student with an IEP is covered by special education law does not prevent 

state law enforcement and judicial authorities from exercising their responsibilities with 

regard to the application of federal and state law to crimes committed by a student with 
an IEP. 

 
 C. Reasonable Force Permitted 
 

1. In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, a building administrator, 
other crisis team members, or the police liaisonschool resource officer or other 

agents of the school district, whether or not members of a crisis team, may use 
reasonable force when it is necessary under the circumstances to correct or 
restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death to another 

 
2. In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, police liaisonschool 

resource officers and school district personnel are further prohibited from 
engaging in the following conduct: 

 
a. Corporal punishment prohibited by Minnesota Statutes, section 

121A.58; 
 

b.. Requiring a child to assume and maintain a specified physical position, 
activity, or posture that induces physical pain; 

 
c. Totally or partially restricting a child’s senses as punishment; 
 
d. Denying or restricting a child’s access to equipment and devices such as 

walkers, wheelchairs, hearing aids, and communication boards that 
facilitate the child’s functioning except when temporarily removing the 
equipment or device is needed to prevent injury to the child or others 

or serious damage to the equipment or device, in which case the 
equipment or device shall be returned to the child as soon as possible; 

 
e. Interacting with a child in a manner that constitutes sexual abuse, 

neglect, or physical abuse under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 260E;  
 

f. Physical holding (as defined above and in Minnesota Statutes, section 

125A.0941) that restricts or impairs a child’s ability to breathe, restricts 
or impairs a child’s ability to communicate distress, places pressure or 
weight on a child’s head, throat, neck, chest, lungs, sternum, 
diaphragm, back, or abdomen, or results in straddling a child’s torso; 
 

g. Withholding regularly scheduled meals or water; and/or 

 
h. Denying a child access to toilet facilities. 
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3. Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582; 
609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile or 
limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of physical 
restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is barred shall 

be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a restrictive 
procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an unauthorized or 
untrained staff person. 

 
D. Parental Notification 

 
The building administrator or designee shall make reasonable efforts to notify the 

student’s parent or guardian of the student’s removal from school grounds as soon as 
possible following the removal. 

 
 E. Continued Removals; Review of IEP 
 

  Continued and repeated use of the removal process described herein must be reviewed 

in the development of the individual student’s IEP or IIIP. 
 
 F. Effect of Policy in an Emergency; Use of Restrictive Procedures 
 
  A student with an IEP may be removed in accordance with this policy regardless of 

whether the student’s conduct would create an emergency. 
 

  If the school district seeks to remove a student with an IEP from school grounds under 
this policy due to behaviors that constitute an emergency and the student’s IEP, IIIP, or 
behavior intervention plan authorizes the use of one or more restrictive procedures, the 
crisis team may employ those restrictive procedures, in addition to any reasonable force 
that may be necessary, to facilitate the student’s removal from school grounds, as long 
as the crisis team members who are implementing the restrictive procedures have 
received the training required by Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0942, subdivision 5, 

and otherwise comply with the requirements of section 125A.0942. 
 
 G. Reporting to the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) 
 
 Annually, stakeholders may recommend, as necessary, to the Commissioner of MDE 

(Commissioner) specific and measurable implementation and outcome goals for 

reducing the use of restrictive procedures.  The Commissioner must submit to the 
Legislature a report on districts’ progress in reducing the use of restrictive procedures 
that recommends how to further reduce these procedures and eliminate the use of 
seclusion.   By January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15 of each year, districts must 
report, in a form and manner determined by the Commissioner, about individual 
students who have been secluded.  By July 15 each year, districts must report summary 
data. The summary data must include information on the use of restrictive procedures 

for the prior school year, July 1 through June 30, including the use of reasonable force 
by school personnel that is consistent with the definition of physical holding or seclusion 

of a child with a disability. 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 
    Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.67 (Removal by Police Officer) 
Minn. Stat. §§ 125A.094-125A.0942 (Restrictive Procedures for Children with 
Disabilities) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.06 (Authorized Use of Force) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.379 (Permitted Actions) 

Minn. Stat. § 626.8482 (School Resource Officers; Duties; Training; Model 
Policy) 
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy (FERPA)) 
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20 U.S.C. § 1415(k)(6) (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) 
34 C.F.R. § 300.535 (Referral to and Action by Law Enforcement and Judicial 
Authorities) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507 (Corporal Punishment and Prone Restraint) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507.5 (School Resource Officers) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 806 (Crisis Management Policy) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to describe the appropriate use of peace officers and crisis teams to remove, 
if necessary, a student with an individualized education program (IEP) from school grounds. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district is committed to promoting learning environments that are safe for all members of the 
school community.  It further believes that students are the first priority and that they should be reasonably 
protected from physical or emotional harm at all school locations and during all school activities. 

 
In general, all students, including those with IEPs, are subject to the terms of the school district’s discipline 
policy. Building level administrators have the leadership responsibility to maintain a safe, secure, and 
orderly educational environment within which learning can occur.  Corrective action to discipline a student 
and/or modify a student’s behavior will be taken by staff when a student’s behavior violates the school 
district’s discipline policy. 

 
If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which, in the judgment of school personnel, endangers or may 
endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school property, 
that student may be removed from school grounds in accordance with this policy. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

For purposes of this policy, the following terms have the meaning given them in this section: 
 

A. “Student with an IEP” or “the student” means a student who is eligible to receive special education 
and related services pursuant to the terms of an IEP or an individual interagency intervention 
plan (IIIP). 

 
B. “Peace officer” means an employee or an elected or appointed official of a political subdivision 

or law enforcement agency who is licensed by the Board of Peace Officer Standards and 
Training, charged with the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of general 
criminal laws of the state and who has the full power of arrest.  The term “peace officer” includes 
a person who serves as a sheriff, a deputy sheriff, a police officer, or a state patrol trooper. 

 
C. “Police liaison officer” is a peace officer who, pursuant to an agreement between the school 

district and a political subdivision or law enforcement agency, is assigned to a school building for 
all or a portion of the school day to provide law enforcement assistance and support to the 
building administration and to promote school safety, security, and positive relationships with 
students. 
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D. “Crisis team” means a group of persons, which may include teachers and non-teaching school 
personnel, selected by the building administrator in each school building who have received crisis 
intervention training and are responsible for becoming actively involved with resolving crises.  
The building administrator or designee shall serve as the leader of the crisis team. 

 
E. The phrase “remove the student from school grounds” is the act of securing the person of a 

student with an IEP and escorting that student from the school building or school activity at which 
the student with an IEP is located. 

 
F. “Emergency” means a situation where immediate intervention is needed to protect a child or other 

individual from physical injury. 
 

G.  All other terms and phrases used in this policy shall be defined in accordance with applicable 
state and federal law or ordinary and customary usage. 

 
IV. REMOVAL OF STUDENTS WITH IEPs FROM SCHOOL GROUNDS  
 

A. Removal By Crisis Team 
 

If the behavior of a student with an IEP escalates to the point where the student’s behavior 
endangers or may endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff 
members, or school property, the school building’s crisis team may be summoned.  The crisis 
team may attempt to de-escalate the student’s behavior by means including, but not limited to, 
those described in the student’s IEP and/or behavior intervention plan.  When such measures 
fail, or when the crisis team determines that the student’s behavior continues to endanger or may 
endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school 
property, the crisis team may remove the student from school grounds. 

 
  If the student’s behavior cannot be safely managed, school personnel may immediately request 

assistance from the police liaison officer or a peace officer. 
 
 B. Removal By Police Liaison Officer or Peace Officer 
 
  If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may endanger the health, safety, 

or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school property, the school building’s 
crisis team, building administrator, or the building administrator’s designee, may request that the 
police liaison officer or a peace officer remove the student from school grounds. 

 
  If a student with an IEP is restrained or removed from a classroom, school building, or school 

grounds by a peace officer at the request of a school administrator or school staff person during 
the school day twice in a 30-day period, the student’s IEP team must meet to determine if the 
student’s IEP is adequate or if additional evaluation is needed. 
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  Whether or not a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may endanger the 
health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school property, 
school district personnel may report a crime committed by a student with an IEP to appropriate 
authorities.  If the school district reports a crime committed by a student with an IEP, school 
personnel shall transmit copies of the special education and disciplinary records of the student 
for consideration by appropriate authorities to whom it reports the crime, to the extent that the 
transmission is permitted by the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the 
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, and school district’s policy, Protection and Privacy of 
Pupil Records. 

 
  The fact that a student with an IEP is covered by special education law does not prevent state 

law enforcement and judicial authorities from exercising their responsibilities with regard to the 
application of federal and state law to crimes committed by a student with an IEP. 

 
 C. Reasonable Force Permitted 
 

In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, a building administrator, other crisis team 
members, or the police liaison officer or other agents of the school district, whether or not 
members of a crisis team, may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the 
circumstances to correct or restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death to another. 

 
In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, police liaison officers and school district 
personnel are further prohibited from engaging in the following conduct: 

 
1. Corporal punishment prohibited by Minnesota Statutes section 121A.58; 

 
2. Requiring a child to assume and maintain a specified physical position, activity, or 

posture that induces physical pain; 
 
3. Totally or partially restricting a child’s senses as punishment; 

 
4. Denying or restricting a child’s access to equipment and devices such as walkers, 

wheelchairs, hearing aids, and communication boards that facilitate the child’s 
functioning except when temporarily removing the equipment or device is needed to 
prevent injury to the child or others or serious damage to the equipment or device, in 
which case the equipment or device shall be returned to the child as soon as possible; 

 
5. Interacting with a child in a manner that constitutes sexual abuse, neglect, or physical 

abuse under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260E;  
 

6. Physical holding (as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 125A.0941) that restricts or 
impairs a child’s ability to breathe, restricts or impairs a child’s ability to communicate 
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distress, places pressure or weight on a child’s head, throat, neck, chest, lungs, 
sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen, or results in straddling a child’s torso; 

 
7. Withholding regularly scheduled meals or water; and/or 

 
8. Denying a child access to toilet facilities. 

 
D. Parental Notification 

 
The building administrator or designee shall make reasonable efforts to notify the student’s parent 
or guardian of the student’s removal from school grounds as soon as possible following the 
removal. 

 
 E. Continued Removals; Review of IEP 
 
  Continued and repeated use of the removal process described herein must be reviewed in the 

development of the individual student’s IEP or IIIP. 
 
 F. Effect of Policy in an Emergency; Use of Restrictive Procedures 
 
  A student with an IEP may be removed in accordance with this policy regardless of whether the 

student’s conduct would create an emergency. 
 
  If the school district seeks to remove a student with an IEP from school grounds under this policy 

due to behaviors that constitute an emergency and the student’s IEP, IIIP, or behavior 
intervention plan authorizes the use of one or more restrictive procedures, the crisis team may 
employ those restrictive procedures, in addition to any reasonable force that may be necessary, 
to facilitate the student’s removal from school grounds, as long as the crisis team members who 
are implementing the restrictive procedures have received the training required by Minnesota 
Statutes section 125A.0942, Subd. 5, and otherwise comply with the requirements of § 
125A.0942. 

 
 G. Reporting to the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) 
 
 Annually, stakeholders may recommend, as necessary, to the Commissioner of MDE 

(Commissioner) specific and measurable implementation and outcome goals for reducing the 
use of restrictive procedures.  The Commissioner must submit to the Legislature a report on 
districts’ progress in reducing the use of restrictive procedures that recommends how to further 
reduce these procedures and eliminate the use of seclusion.   By January 15, April 15, July 15, 
and October 15 of each year, districts must report, in a form and manner determined by the 
Commissioner, about individual students who have been secluded.  By July 15 each year, 
districts must report summary data. The summary data must include information on the use of 
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restrictive procedures for the prior school year, July 1 through June 30, including the use of 
reasonable force by school personnel that is consistent with the definition of physical holding or 
seclusion of a child with a disability. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act) 

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 
    Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.67, Subd. 2 (Aversive and Deprivation Procedures) 
Minn. Stat. §§ 125A.094-125A.0942 (Restrictive Procedures for Children with 
Disabilities) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.06 (Authorized Use of Force) 

   Minn. Stat. § 609.379 (Permitted Actions) 
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy (FERPA)) 
20 U.S.C. § 1415(k)(6) (Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 
(IDEA)) 
34 C.F.R. § 300.535 (IDEA Regulation Regarding Involvement of Law Enforcement) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 

NB Policy 507 (Corporal Punishment) 
NB Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records) 
NB Policy 525 (Violence Prevention) 
NB Policy 806 (Crisis Management Policy) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev.  2025 
 

 
601 SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION GOALS 
 

[Note: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a 
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum, 
instruction, student achievement, and assessment. MSBA/MASA Model Policies 601, 
603, and 616 address these statutory requirements. In addition, MSBA/MASA Model 

Policies 613-615 and 618-620 provide procedures to further implement the 
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school district that 

encompass the Minnesota Academic Standards and federal law and are aligned with 
comprehensive achievement and civic readiness. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The policy of the school district is to strive for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness 
in which all learning in the school district should be directed and for which all school district 

learners should be held accountable. 
 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required 
content area or elective content area. 

 

B. “Antiracist” means actively working to identify and eliminate racism in all forms in order 
to change policies, behaviors, and beliefs that perpetuate racist ideas and actions. 

 
C. “Benchmark” means specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to complete 

part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band. 
 

D. “Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness” means striving to: meet school 
readiness goals; close the academic achievement gap among all racial and ethnic groups 
of students and between students living in poverty and students not living in poverty; 
have all students attain career and college readiness before graduating from high 
school; have all students graduate from high school; and prepare students to be lifelong 
learners. 

 

E. "Culturally sustaining" means integrating content and practices that infuse the culture 
and language of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities who have been 

and continue to be harmed and erased through the education system. 
 

F. “Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for providing 
students with learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge, skills, and career 
and college readiness. 

 
G. “Ethnic studies” as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.25, has the same 

meaning for purposes of this section. Ethnic studies curriculum may be integrated in 
existing curricular opportunities or provided through additional curricular offerings. 

 
H. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration 

through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job 
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, 
other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment. 
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I. "Institutional racism" means structures, policies, and practices within and across  

institutions that produce outcomes that disadvantage those who are Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color. 

 
J. “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable students to 

meet state and district academic standards and graduation requirements including 
applied and experiential learning. 

 
K. “Performance measures” are measures to determine school district and school site 

progress in striving for comprehensive achievement and civic readiness and must 

include at least the following: 
 

1. the size of the academic achievement gap; rigorous course taking, including 
college-level advanced placement, international baccalaureate, postsecondary 
enrollment options, including concurrent enrollment, other rigorous courses of 

study or industry certification courses or programs, and enrichment experiences 

by student subgroup; 
 

 2. student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments; 
 

 3. high school graduation rates; and 
 

4. career and college readiness under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.30, 

subdivision 1. 
 

[Note: Definitions B, E, G, and I are added to Minnesota Statutes 120B.11—the 
Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness law—effective August 1, 
2023. The definitions apply to revisions to the Comprehensive Achievement 
and Civic Readiness law regarding strategic plans; these revisions are effective 
“for all strategic plans reviewed and updated after June 30, 2024.”] 

 
IV. LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

A. The school board, at a public meeting, must adopt a comprehensive, long-term strategic 
plan to support and improve teaching and learning that is aligned with striving for 
comprehensive achievement and civic readiness and includes the following: 

 
1. clearly defined school district and school site goals and benchmarks for 

instruction and student achievement for all student categories identified in 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3, paragraph (b)(2); 

 
[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601, Section IV.B. and MSBA/MASA 
Model Policy 616 address this requirement.] 

 
2. a process to assess and evaluate each student’s progress toward meeting state 

and local academic standards, assess and identify students for participation in 
gifted and talented programs and services and accelerate their instruction, adopt 
early-admission procedures consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 
120B.15 and identifying the strengths and weaknesses of instruction in pursuit 
of student and school success and curriculum affecting students’ progress and 

growth toward career and college readiness and leading to comprehensive 
achievement and civic readinessthe world’s best workforce; 

 
[Note:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 addresses this requirement.] 

 
3. a system to periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness of all instruction 

and curriculum, taking into account strategies and best practices, student 
outcomes, principal evaluations under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.147, 
subdivision 3, students’ access to effective teachers who are members of 
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populations underrepresented among the licensed teachers in the district or 
school and who reflect the diversity of enrolled students under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3(b)(2), and teacher evaluations under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, subdivision 8, or 122A.41, subdivision 5; 

 
[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.] 

 
4. strategies for improving instruction, curriculum, and student achievement, 

including the English and, where practicable, the native language development 
and the academic achievement of English learners; 

 

[Note: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 addresses this requirement.] 
 

5. a process to examine the equitable distribution of teachers and strategies to 
ensure children in low-income families, children in families of People of Color, 
and children in American Indian families are not taught at higher rates than 

other children by inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field teachers; 

 
6. education effectiveness practices that  
 

a. integrate high-quality instruction, technology, and curriculum that is 
rigorous, accurate, antiracist, and culturally sustaining;  

 
b. ensure learning and work environments validate, affirm, embrace, and 

integrate cultural and community strengths for all students, families, 
and employees; 

 
c. provide a collaborative professional culture that seeks to retain 

qualified, racially and ethnically diverse staff effective at working with 
diverse students while developing and supporting teacher quality, 
performance, and effectiveness; and 

 
7. an annual budget for continuing to implement the school district plan; and 
 
8. identifying a list of suggested and required materials, resources, sample 

curricula, and pedagogical skills for use in kindergarten through grade 12 that 
accurately reflect the diversity of the state of Minnesota. 

 
B. The school district is not required to include information regarding literacy in a plan or 

report required under this section, except with regard to the academic achievement of 
English learners. 

 
C. Every child is reading at or above grade level every year, beginning in kindergarten, and 

multilingual learners and students receiving special education services are receiving 

support in achieving their individualized reading goals pursuant to the school district’s 
Literacy and the Read Act Policy. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions) 

 Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements 
for Minnesota Students) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subd. 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class; 
Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3 (Principals) 
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Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1 (Alternate Instruction Required before 
Assessment Referral) 
20 U.S.C. § 5801, et seq. (National Education Goals) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school district that 
encompass the Minnesota Academic Standards and federal law and are aligned with creating the world’s 
best workforce. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The policy of the school district is to establish the “world’s best workforce” in which all learning in the 
school district should be directed and for which all school district learners should be held accountable. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required content area 
or elective content area. 

 
 B. “Benchmark” means specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to complete part of 

an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band. 
 

C. “Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for providing students 
with learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge, skills, and career and college 
readiness. 

 
D. “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable students to meet state 

and district academic standards and graduation requirements. 
 

E. “Performance measures” are measures to determine school district and school site progress in 
striving to create the world’s best workforce and must include at least the following: 

 
  1. the size of the academic achievement gap and rigorous course taking, including college-

level advanced placement, international baccalaureate, postsecondary enrollment 
options, including concurrent enrollment, other rigorous courses of study or industry 
certification courses or programs, and enrichment experiences by student subgroup; 

 
  2. student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments; 
 
  3. high school graduation rates; and 
 
  4. career and college readiness under Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1. 
 

F. “World’s best workforce” means striving to:  meet school readiness goals; have all third-grade 
students achieve grade-level literacy; close the academic achievement gap among all racial and 
ethnic groups of students and between students living in poverty and students not living in 
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poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness before graduating from high school; 
and have all students graduate from high school. 

 
 G. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration through a 

specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job shadowing, mentoring, 
entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, other cooperative work experience, 
youth apprenticeship, or employment. 

 
IV. LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

A. The school board, at a public meeting, shall adopt a comprehensive, long-term strategic plan to 
support and improve teaching and learning that is aligned with creating the world’s best workforce 
and includes the following: 

 
  1. clearly defined school district and school site goals and benchmarks for instruction and 

student achievement for all student categories identified in state and federal law; 
 
  2. a process to assess and evaluate each student’s progress toward meeting state and 

local academic standards, assess and identify students for participation in gifted and 
talented programs and accelerate their instruction, adopt procedures for early admission 
to kindergarten or first grade of gifted and talented learners which are sensitive to under-
represented groups, and identify the strengths and weaknesses of instruction in pursuit 
of student and school success and curriculum affecting students’ progress and growth 
toward career and college readiness and leading to the world’s best workforce; 

 
  3. a system to periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness of all instruction and 

curriculum, taking into account strategies and best practices, student outcomes, 
principal evaluations under Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3, students’ access to 
effective teachers who are members of populations under-represented among the 
licensed teachers in the district or school and who reflect the diversity of enrolled 
students under Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3(b)(2), and teacher evaluations under 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8, or 122A.41, Subd. 5; 

 
  4. strategies for improving instruction, curriculum, and student achievement, including the 

English and, where practicable, the native language development and the academic 
achievement of English learners; 

 
  5. a process to examine the equitable distribution of teachers and strategies to ensure low-

income and minority children are not taught at higher rates than other children by 
inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field teachers; 

 
  6. education effectiveness practices that integrate high-quality instruction, rigorous 

curriculum, technology, and a collaborative professional culture that develops and 
supports teacher quality, performance, and effectiveness; and 
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 7. an annual budget for continuing to implement the school district plan. 
 

 B. School district site and school site goals shall include the following: 
 

1. All students will be required to demonstrate essential skills to effectively participate in 
lifelong learning.  These skills include the following: 

 
a. reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing in the English language; 

 
b. mathematical and scientific concepts; 

 
c. locating, organizing, communicating, and evaluating information and 

developing methods of inquiry (i.e., problem solving); 
 

d. creative and critical thinking, decision making, and study skills; 
 

e. work readiness skills; 
 

f. global and cultural understanding. 
 

2. Each student will have the opportunity and will be expected to develop and apply 
essential knowledge that enables that student to: 

 
a. live as a responsible, productive citizen and consumer within local, state, 

national, and global political, social, and economic systems; 
 

b. bring many perspectives, including historical, to contemporary issues; 
 

c. develop an appreciation and respect for democratic institutions; 
 

d. communicate and relate effectively in languages and with cultures other than 
the student’s own; 

 
e. practice stewardship of the land, natural resources, and environment; 

 
f. use a variety of tools and technology to gather and use information, enhance 

learning, solve problems, and increase human productivity. 
 

3. Students will have the opportunity to develop creativity and self-expression through 
visual and verbal images, music, literature, world languages, movement, and the 
performing arts. 

 
4. School practices and instruction will be directed toward developing within each student 
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a positive self-image and a sense of personal responsibility for: 
 

a. establishing and achieving personal and career goals; 
 

b. adapting to change; 
 

c. leading a healthy and fulfilling life, both physically and mentally; 
 

d. living a life that will contribute to the well-being of society; 
 

e. becoming a self-directed learner; 
 

f. exercising ethical behavior. 
 

5. Students will be given the opportunity to acquire human relations skills necessary to: 
 

a. appreciate, understand, and accept human diversity and interdependence; 
 

b. address human problems through team effort; 
 

c. resolve conflicts with and among others; 
 

d. function constructively within a family unit; 
 

e. promote a multicultural, gender-fair, disability-sensitive society. 
 
 C. Every child is reading at or above grade level no later than the end of grade 3, including English 

learners, and teachers provide comprehensive, scientifically based reading instruction, including 
a program or collection of instructional practices that is based on valid, replicable evidence 
showing that, when the programs or practices are used, students can be expected to achieve, at 
a minimum, satisfactory reading progress.  The program or collection of practices must include, 
at a minimum, effective, balanced instruction in all five areas of reading (phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and reading comprehension), as well as instructional 
strategies for continuously assessing, evaluating, and communicating the student’s reading 
progress and needs. 

 
1. The school district must identify, before the end of kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2, 

all students who are not reading at grade level. Students identified as not reading at 
grade level by the end of kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 must be screened for 
characteristics of dyslexia, unless a different reason for the reading difficulty has been 
identified.  
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2. Students in grade 3 or higher who demonstrate a reading difficulty to a classroom 
teacher must be screened for characteristics of dyslexia, unless a different reason for 
the reading difficulty has been identified.  

 
3. Reading assessments in English and in the predominant languages of district students, 

where practicable, must identify and evaluate students’ areas of academic need related 
to literacy.  The school district also must monitor the progress and provide reading 
instruction appropriate to the specific needs of English learners.  The school district 
must use locally adopted, developmentally appropriate, and culturally responsive 
assessment and annually report summary assessment results to the Commissioner of 
Education by July 1. 

 
4. The school district must annually report to the Commissioner of Education by July 1 a 

summary of the district’s efforts to screen and identify students with: 
 

a. dyslexia, using screening tools such as those recommended by the Minnesota 
Department of Education’s dyslexia specialist; or 

 
b. convergence insufficiency disorder. 

 
5. A student identified as having a reading difficulty must be provided with alternate 

instruction under Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1. 
 

6. At least annually, the school district must give the parent of each student who is not 
reading at or above grade level timely information about: 

 
a. the student’s reading proficiency as measured by a locally adopted 

assessment; 
 

b. reading-related services currently being provided to the student and the 
student’s progress; and 

 
c. strategies for parents to use at home in helping their students succeed in 

becoming grade-level proficient in reading English and their native languages. 
 

This provision may not be used to deny a student’s right to a special education 
evaluation. 

 
7. For each student who is not reading at or above grade level, the school district shall 

provide reading intervention to accelerate student growth and reach the goal of reading 
at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school year. If a student 
does not read at or above grade level by the end of grade 3, the school district must 
continue to provide reading intervention until the student reads at grade level. 
Intervention methods shall encourage family engagement and, where possible, 
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collaboration with appropriate school and community programs.  Intervention methods 
may include, but are not limited to, requiring attendance in summer school, intensified 
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the regular 
classroom for part of the school day, extended day programs, or programs that 
strengthen students’ cultural connections. 

 
  8. The school district will provide a personal learning plan for a student who is unable to 

demonstrate grade-level proficiency, as measured by the statewide reading assessment 
in grade 3.  The school district will determine the format of the personal learning plan in 
collaboration with the student’s educators and other appropriate professionals.  The 
school district will develop the personal learning plan in consultation with the student’s 
parent or guardian.  The personal learning plan will address knowledge gaps and skill 
deficiencies through strategies such as specific exercises and practices during and 
outside of the school day, periodic assessments, and reasonable timelines.  The 
personal learning plan may include grade retention if it is in the student’s best interest.  
The student’s school will maintain and regularly update and modify the personal learning 
plan until the student reads at grade level.  This paragraph does not apply to a student 
under an Individualized Education Program. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions) 
   Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently no Later than the End of Grade 3) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination) 

 Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subd. 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class; 
Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3 (Principals) 
Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1 (Alternate Instruction Required) 
20 U.S.C. § 5801, et seq. (National Education Goals 2000) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
NB Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
NB Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPs, 
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
NB Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
NB Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2024 
 

 
603 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
 

[NOTE:  Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a 
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum, 
instruction, student achievement, and assessment.  MSBA/MASA Model Policies 601, 
603, and 616 address these statutory requirements.  In addition, MSBA/MASA Model 

Policies 613-615 and 618-620 provide procedures to further implement the 
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and improvement of the 

school curriculum. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and objectives of 
the education program of the school district. 

 

III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

The superintendent shall be responsible for curriculum development and for determining the 
most effective way of conducting research on the school district’s curriculum needs and 
establishing a long-range curriculum development program.  Timelines shall be determined by 
the superintendent that will provide for periodic reviews of each curriculum area. 

 

IV. DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A. The school board must establish an advisory committee to ensure active community 
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum 
affecting state and district academic standards.  

 

B. The District Advisory Committee, to the extent possible, must reflect the diversity of the 
district and its school sites, include teachers, parents, support staff, students, and other 
community residents, and provide translation to the extent appropriate and practicable. 
Whenever possible, parents and other community residents must comprise at least two-
thirds of committee members. 

 
C. The District Advisory Committee must pursue community support to accelerate the 

academic and native literacy and achievement of English learners with varied needs, 
from young children to adults, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.59, 

subdivisions 2 and 2a.  
 
D. The school district may establish site teams as subcommittees of the District Advisory 

Committee.  
 

E. The District Advisory Committee must recommend to the school board  
 

1. rigorous academic standards, student achievement goals and measures 
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.11, subdivision 1a;,  
120B.022, subdivisions 1a and 1b;, and 120B.35;  

 

2. district assessments;  
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3. means to improve students' equitable access to effective and more diverse 
teachers;   

 
4. strategies to ensure the curriculum is rigorous, accurate, antiracist, culturally  

sustaining, and reflects the diversity of the student population;  
 
5. strategies to ensure that curriculum and learning and work environments 

validate, affirm, embrace, and integrate the cultural and community strengths 
of all racial and ethnic groups; and 

 
6. program evaluations.  

 
F. School sites may expand upon district evaluations of instruction, curriculum, 

assessments, or programs. 
 
V. SCHOOL SITE TEAM 

 

Each school must establish a site team to develop and implement strategies and education 
effectiveness practices to improve instruction, curriculum, cultural competencies, including 
cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and student achievement at the school 
site. The site team must include an equal number of teachers and administrators and at least 
one parent. The site team advises the board and the advisory committee about developing the 
annual budget and creates an instruction and curriculum improvement plan to align curriculum, 
assessment of student progress, and growth in meeting state and district academic standards 

and instruction. 
 

VI. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 

[Note: In light of changes in Minnesota law regarding curriculum, MSBA encourages 
school districts to consider deleting Article VI, Section A or revising it to reflect local 
curriculum development processes.  Literacy planning is now addressed in new model 

policy 621: Literacy and the READ Act.]  
 

A. Students who do not meet or exceed Minnesota academic standards, as measured by 
the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school, 
shall be informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident 
under 21 years of age or who meets the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 

120A.20, subdivision 1(c).  A student’s plan under this section shall continue while the 
student is enrolled. 

 
B. The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of all 

state-mandated curriculum changes, as well as recommended discretionary changes, 
and for periodically presenting recommended modifications for school board review and 
approval. 

 
C. The superintendent shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines and 

directives to implement school board policy relating to curriculum development. 
 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.10 (Findings; Improving Instruction and Curriculum) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readinessthe World’s Best Workforce) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently No Later than the End of Grade 
3Read Act Goal and Interventions) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125(f) (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 

Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.59 (Definitions) 
Minn. Rules Part 3500.0550 (Inclusive Educational Program) 
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Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts) 
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Kindergarten through 
Grade 12) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.096055 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English 
Language Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 623 (Mandatory Summer School Instruction) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and improvement of the school 
curriculum. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and objectives of the 
education program of the school district. 

 
III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for curriculum development and for determining the most 
effective way of conducting research on the school district’s curriculum needs and establishing a 
long range curriculum development program.  Timelines shall be determined by the 
superintendent that will provide for periodic reviews of each curriculum area. 

 
B. A district advisory committee shall provide assistance at the request of the superintendent.  The 

advisory committee membership shall be a reflection of the community and, to the extent 
possible, shall reflect the diversity of the district and its school sites, and shall include parent, 
teacher, support staff, student, community residents, and administration representation, and shall 
provide translation to the extent appropriate and practicable.  Whenever possible, parents and 
other community residents shall comprise at least two-thirds of advisory committee members. 

 
C. Within the ongoing process of curriculum development, the following needs shall be addressed: 

 
1. Provide for articulation of courses of study from kindergarten through grade twelve. 

 
2. Identify minimum objectives for each course and at each elementary grade level. 

 
3. Provide for continuing evaluation of programs for the purpose of attaining school district 

objectives. 
 

4. Provide a program for ongoing monitoring of student progress. 
 

5. Provide for specific, particular, and special needs of all members of the student 
community. 

 
6. Develop a local literacy plan to have every child reading at or above grade level no later 

than the end of grade 3, including English learners, and teachers providing 
comprehensive, scientifically based reading instruction consistent with law. 

 
7. Integrate required and elective course standards in the scope and sequence of the 
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district curriculum. 
 

8. Meet all applicable requirements of the Minnesota Department of Education and federal 
law. 

 
D. Students identified as not reading at grade level by the end of kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 

2 must be screened for characteristics of dyslexia.  Students in grade 3 or higher who 
demonstrate a reading difficulty to a classroom teacher must be screened for characteristics of 
dyslexia, unless a different reason for the reading difficulty has been identified.  See Minn. Stat. 
§ 120B.12, Subd. 2. 

 
E. Students who do not meet or exceed Minnesota academic standards, as measured by the 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school, shall be 
informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident under 21 years 
of age or who meets the requirements of Minn. Stat. § 120A.20, Subd. 1(c).  A student’s plan 
under this section shall continue while the student is enrolled. 

 
F. The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of all state-

mandated curriculum changes, as well as recommended discretionary changes, and for 
periodically presenting recommended modifications for school board review and approval. 

 
G. The superintendent shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines and directives to 

implement school board policy relating to curriculum development. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.10 (Findings; Improving Instruction and Curriculum) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently no Later than the End of Grade 3) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125(f) (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to 
Postsecondary Education and Employment) 
Minn. Rules Part 3500.0550 (Inclusive Educational Program) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required Assessment for 
Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 22) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English Language 
Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 607 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2024 
 

 
607 ORGANIZATION OF GRADE LEVELS 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to address the grade level organization of schools within the school 
district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The policy of the school district is to address the groupings of grade levels as recognized 
in Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, as follows: 

 

[NOTE:  Each school district should identify within the groupings as defined in 
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.05, how grade levels shall be organized 
within the school district from the options listed below: 

 
Elementary:  Grades prekindergarten through 6 
Middle:  Minimum of two consecutive grades above 4th but 

below 10th 

  Secondary: (Grades 7 through 12) 
     Junior High Grades ___ through ___ 
    Senior High Grades ___ through ___ 
    Vocational Grades 7 through 12] 
 

B. The superintendent may seek school board approval to administer certain programs on 
a nongraded basis or a design different from that indicated.  Program proposals that 

seek school board approval must meet all state requirements and reflect the rationale 
for the modification. 

 
C. The school district may request documentation that verifies a student falls within the 

school’s minimum and maximum age requirements for admission to publicly funded 
prekindergarten, preschool, kindergarten, or grades 1 through 12. Documentation may 

include a passport, a hospital birth record or physician’s certificate, a baptismal or 
religious certificate, an adoption record, health records, immunization records, 
immigration records, previously verified school records, early childhood screening 
records, Minnesota Immunization Information Connection records, or an affidavit from 
a parent. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 

 
A. “Kindergarten” means a program designed for students five years of age on September 

1 of the calendar year in which the school year commences that prepares students to 
enter first grade the following school year. 

 
B. “Prekindergarten” means a program designed for students younger than five years of 

age on September 1 of the calendar year in which the school year commences that 

prepares students to enter kindergarten the following school year. 
 

[NOTE: School districts with a voluntary prekindergarten program may choose 
to add a provision in line with Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.1, which was 
updated in 2024. The statute states that a school district may establish a 
voluntary prekindergarten program for eligible four-year-old children (the 

italicized language is new.)] 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, Subds. 9, 10a, 11, 13, 17 (Definitions)  

28



607-2 

 

 Minn. Stat. § 120A.20, Subd. 4 (Admission to Public School) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School 
Districts) 

 

Cross References: None 

29



EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

 
Organization of Grade Levels        607 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy #607 
Adopted:  5/9/13 
Replaced: 
Revised:  2/13/20, 3/10/22 
Effective:  5/9/13, 7/1/20, 3/10/22   607 Organization of Grade Levels, page 1 of 1 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to address the grade level organization of schools within the school district. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. It is the policy of the school district to address the groupings of grade levels as recognized in 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, as follows: 

 
Early Learning:  Birth – Kindergarten 
 
Elementary:  Grades 1 - 5 
 
Middle:   Grades 6 – 8 
 
High:   Grades 9 - 12 

 
B. The superintendent may seek school board approval to administer certain programs on a 

nongraded basis or a design different from that indicated.  Program proposals that seek school 
board approval must meet all state requirements and reflect the rationale for the modification. 

 
C. The school district may request documentation that verifies a student falls within the school’s 

minimum and maximum age requirements for admission to publicly funded prekindergarten, 
preschool, kindergarten, or grades 1 through 12. Documentation may include a passport, a 
hospital birth record or physician’s certificate, a baptismal or religious certificate, an adoption 
record, health records, immunization records, immigration records, previously verified school 
records, early childhood screening records, Minnesota Immunization Information Connection 
records, or an affidavit from a parent. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Kindergarten” means a program designed for students five years of age on September 1 of the 
calendar year in which the school year commences that prepares students to enter first grade 
the following school year. 

 
B. “Prekindergarten” means a program designed for students younger than five years of age on 

September 1 of the calendar year in which the school year commences that prepares students 
to enter kindergarten the following school year. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, Subds. 9, 10a, 11, 13, 17 (Public Schools)  

 Minn. Stat. § 120A.20, Subd. 4 (Verification of Age for Admission to Public School) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School Districts) 

 
Cross References:  
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 530 
Orig. 1999 

Revised:                                Rev. 2026 
 

 
530 IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

[NOTE: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to require that all students receive the proper immunizations as 
mandated by law to ensure the health and safety of all students. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

All students are required to provide proof of immunization, or appropriate documentation 

exempting the student from such immunization, and such other data necessary to ensure that 
the student is free from any communicable diseases, as a condition of enrollment. 

 
III. STUDENT IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. No student may be enrolled or remain enrolled, on a full-time, part-time, or shared-time 
basis, in any elementary or secondary school within the school district until the student 

or the student’s parent or guardian has submitted to the designated school district 
administrator the required proof of immunization. Prior to the student’s first date of 
attendance, the student or the student’s parent or guardian shall provide to the 
designated school district administrator one of the following statements: 

 
1. a statement from a physician, advanced practice registered nurse, physician 

assistant, or a public clinic which provides immunizations (hereinafter “medical 

statement”), affirming that the student received the immunizations required by 
law, consistent with medically acceptable standards; or 

 
2. a medical statement affirming that the student received the primary schedule 

of immunizations required by law and has commenced a schedule of the 
remaining required immunizations, indicating the month and year each 

immunization was administered, consistent with medically acceptable 
standards. 

 
B. The statement of a parent or guardian of a student or an emancipated student may be 

substituted for the medical statement.  If such a statement is substituted, this statement 
must indicate the month and year each immunization was administered. Upon request, 
the designated school district administrator will provide information to the parent or 

guardian of a student or an emancipated student of the dosages required for each 
vaccine according to the age of the student. 

 
C. The parent or guardian of persons receiving instruction in a home school shall submit 

one of the statements set forth in Paragraph III.A. or III.B., above, or statement of 
immunization set forth in Article IV., below, to the superintendent of the school district 
by October 1 of the first year of their home schooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year. 

 
D. When there is evidence of the presence of a communicable disease, or when required 

by any state or federal agency and/or state or federal law, students and/or their parents 
or guardians may be required to submit such other health care data as is necessary to 
ensure that the student has received any necessary immunizations and/or is free of any 
communicable diseases. No student may be enrolled or remain enrolled in any 

elementary or secondary school within the school district until the student or the 
student’s parent or guardian has submitted the required data.  
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E. The school district may allow a student transferring into a school a maximum of thirty 
(30) days to submit a statement specified in Paragraph III.A. or III.B., above, or Article 
IV., below. Students who do not provide the appropriate proof of immunization or the 
required documentation related to an applicable exemption of the student from the 

required immunization within the specified time frames shall be excluded from school 
until such time as the appropriate proof of immunizations or exemption documentation 
has been provided. 

 
F. If a person who is not a Minnesota resident enrolls in a school district online learning 

course or program that delivers instruction to the person only by computer and does 
not provide any teacher or instructor contact time or require classroom attendance, the 

person is not subject to the immunization, statement, and other requirements of this 
policy. 

 
IV. EXEMPTIONS FROM IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Students will be exempt from the foregoing immunization requirements under the following 

circumstances: 
 

A. The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits a signed 
medical statement affirming that the immunization of the student is contraindicated for 
medical reasons or that laboratory confirmation of the presence of adequate immunity 
exists; or 

 

B. The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits ahis or 
her notarized statement stating the student has not been immunized because of the 
conscientiously held beliefs of the parent, guardian, or emancipated student.  

 
V. NOTICE OF IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. The school district will develop and implement a procedure to: 

 
1. notify parents and students of the immunization and exemption requirements 

by use of a form approved by the Minnesota Department of Health; 
 

2. notify parents and students of the consequence for failure to provide required 
documentation regarding immunizations; 

 
3. review student health records to determine whether the required information 

has been provided; and 
 

4. make reasonable arrangements to send a student home when the immunization 
requirements have not been met and advise the student and/or the student’s 
parent or guardian of the conditions for re-enrollment. 

 
 [Note: See Attachments A, B, C, and D.] 

 
B. The notice provided shall contain written information describing the exemptions from 

immunization as permitted by law. The notice shall be in a font size at least equal to the 
font size and style as the immunization requirements and on the same page as the 
immunization requirements. 

 
VI. IMMUNIZATION RECORDS 
 

A. The school district will maintain a file containing the immunization records for each 
student in attendance at the school district for at least five (5) years after the student 
attains the age of majority. 

 
B. Student immunization records maintained by the school district are generally considered 

education records subject to the Family Education Records and Privacy Act (FERPA). The 
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school district may not disclose personally identifiable information (PII), including 
immunization records, without parent or eligible student consent unless a permissible 
exception applies. Upon request, the school district may exchange immunization data 
with persons or agencies providing services on behalf of the student. Immunization data 

is private student data and disclosure of such data shall be governed by Policy 515 
Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records.  

 
C. The designated school district administrator will assist a student and/or the student’s 

parent or guardian in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to the student’s new 
school within thirty (30) days of the student’s transfer. 

 

D. Upon request of a public or private post-secondary educational institution as defined in 
Minnesota Statutes, section 135A.14, the designated school district administrator will 
shall assist in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to the post-secondary 
educational institution. 

 

VII. OTHER 

 
Within sixty (60) days of the commencement of each new school term, the school district will 
forward a report to the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education stating the 
number of students attending each school in the school district, including the number of students 
receiving instruction in a home school, the number of students who have not been immunized, 
and the number of students who received an exemption.  The school district also will forward a 
copy of all exemption statements received by the school district to the Commissioner of the 

Minnesota Department of Health. 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.17 (School Board Responsibilities) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.29 (Health Records; Children of School Age) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.3351 (Immunization Data) 

Minn. Stat. § 144.441 (Tuberculosis Screening in Schools) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.442 (Testing in Schools) 
Minn. Rules Parts 4604.0100-4604.1020 (Immunization) 
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational and Privacy Rights Act) 
McCarthy v. Ozark Sch. Dist., 359 F.3d 1029 (8th Cir. 2004) 
Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (July 23, 1980) 

Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (Jan. 17, 1968) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records) 
 
Resources: MN Department of Health: School Health Personnel Immunization and Disease 

Reporting (accessed 12/15/25)  
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to require that all students receive the proper immunizations as mandated by 
law to ensure the health and safety of all students. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

All students are required to provide proof of immunization, or appropriate documentation exempting the 
student from such immunization, and such other data necessary to ensure that the student is free from 
any communicable diseases, as a condition of enrollment. 

 
III. STUDENT IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. The student or the student’s parent or guardian shall provide to the designated school district 
administrator in a timely manner one of the following statements: 

 
1. a statement from a physician, advanced practice registered nurse, physician assistant, 

or a public clinic which provides immunizations (hereinafter “medical statement”), 
affirming that the student received the immunizations required by law, consistent with 
medically acceptable standards; or 

 
2. a medical statement affirming that the student received the primary schedule of 

immunizations required by law and has commenced a schedule of the remaining 
required immunizations, indicating the month and year each immunization was 
administered, consistent with medically acceptable standards. 

 
B. The statement of a parent or guardian of a student or an emancipated student may be substituted 

for the medical statement.  If such a statement is substituted, this statement must indicate the 
month and year each immunization was administered.  Upon request, the designated school 
district administrator will provide information to the parent or guardian of a student or an 
emancipated student of the dosages required for each vaccine according to the age of the 
student. 

 
C. The parent or guardian of persons receiving instruction in a home school shall submit one of the 

statements set forth in Section III.A. or III.B., above, or statement of immunization set forth in 
Section IV., below, to the superintendent of the school district by October 1 of the first year of 
their home schooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year. 

 
D. When there is evidence of the presence of a communicable disease, or when required by any 

state or federal agency and/or state or federal law, students and/or their parents or guardians 
may be required to submit such other health care data as is necessary to ensure that the student 
has received any necessary immunizations and/or is free of any communicable diseases.  No 
student may be enrolled or remain enrolled in any elementary or secondary school within the 
school district until the student or the student’s parent or guardian has submitted the required 
data.  
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E. Students who do not provide the appropriate proof of immunization or the required documentation 

related to an applicable exemption of the student from the required immunization within the 
specified time frames shall be excluded from school until such time as the appropriate proof of 
immunizations or exemption documentation has been provided. 

 
F. If a person who is not a Minnesota resident enrolls in a school district online learning course or 

program that delivers instruction to the person only by computer and does not provide any 
teacher or instructor contact time or require classroom attendance, the person is not subject to 
the immunization, statement, and other requirements of this policy. 

 
IV. EXEMPTIONS FROM IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Students will be exempt from the foregoing immunization requirements under the following circumstances: 
 

A. The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits a signed medical 
statement affirming that the immunization of the student is contraindicated for medical reasons 
or that laboratory confirmation of the presence of adequate immunity exists; or 

 
B. The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits his or her notarized 

statement stating the student has not been immunized because of the conscientiously held 
beliefs of the parent, guardian or student.  

 
V. NOTICE OF IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. The school district will develop and implement a procedure to: 
 

1. notify parents and students of the immunization and exemption requirements by use of 
a form approved by the Department of Health; 

 
2. notify parents and students of the consequence for failure to provide required 

documentation regarding immunizations; 
 

3. review student health records to determine whether the required information has been 
provided; and 

 
4. make reasonable arrangements to send a student home when the immunization 

requirements have not been met and advise the student and/or the student’s parent or 
guardian of the conditions for re-enrollment. 

 
B. The notice provided shall contain written information describing the exemptions from 

immunization as permitted by law.  The notice shall be in a font size at least equal to the font size 
and style as the immunization requirements and on the same page as the immunization 
requirements. 
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VI. IMMUNIZATION RECORDS 
 

A. The school district will maintain a file containing the immunization records for each student in 
attendance at the school district for at least five years after the student attains the age of majority. 

 
B. Upon request, the school district may exchange immunization data with persons or agencies 

providing services on behalf of the student. Immunization data is private student data and 
disclosure of such data shall be governed by Policy 515 Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records. 

 
C. The designated school district administrator will assist a student and/or the student’s parent or 

guardian in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to the student’s new school within 30 
days of the student’s transfer. 

 
D. Upon request of a public or private post-secondary educational institution, the designated school 

district administrator will assist in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to the post-
secondary educational institution. 

 
VII. OTHER 
 

Within 60 days of the commencement of each new school term, the school district will forward a report to 
the Commissioner of the Department of Education stating the number of students attending each school 
in the school district, including the number of students receiving instruction in a home school, the number 
of students who have not been immunized, and the number of students who received an exemption.  The 
school district also will forward a copy of all exemption statements received by the school district to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Health. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data) 

Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.17 (School Board Responsibilities) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.29 (Health Records; Children of School Age) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.3351 (Immunization Data) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.441 (Tuberculosis Screening in Schools) 
Minn. Stat. § 144.442 (Testing in Schools) 
Minn. Rules Parts 4604.0100-4604.1020 (Immunization) 
McCarthy v. Ozark Sch. Dist., 359 F.3d 1029 (8th Cir. 2004) 
Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (July 23, 1980) 
Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (Jan. 17, 1968) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 905 
                  Orig. 1996 
Revised:                                      Rev. 2015 
 

 
905 ADVERTISING 
 

[NOTE: School districts should carefully consider whether they wish to allow 
advertising in school district facilities or publications. Once advertisements are 
accepted, First Amendment rights may limit the school district’s ability to reject 
specific advertisements or to regulate the content of advertisements.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the advertising or promoting of products 
or services to students and parents in the schools. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district’s policy is that the name, facilities, staff, students, or any part of the school 
district shall not be used for advertising or promoting the interests of a commercial or nonprofit 
agency or organization except as set forth below. 

 
III. ADVERTISING GUIDELINES 

 
A. School publications, including publications such as programs and calendars, may accept 

and publish paid advertising provided they receive advance approval from the 
appropriate administrator. In no instance shall publications accept advertising or 
advertising images for alcohol, tobacco, drugs, drug paraphernalia, weapons, or 
obscene, pornographic, or illegal materials. Advertisements may be rejected by the 
school district if determined to be inconsistent with the educational objectives of the 

school district or inappropriate for inclusion in the publication. For example, 
advertisements may be rejected if determined to be false, misleading, or deceptive, or 
if they relate to an illegal activity or antisocial behavior. The faculty advisor is 
responsible for screening all such advertising for appropriateness, including compliance 
with the school district policy prohibiting sexual, racial, and religious harassment. 

 

B. The school board may approve advertising in school district facilities or on school district 
property. Any approval will state precisely where such advertising may be placed.  The 
restrictions listed in Paragraph A. above will apply. Advertising will not be allowed 
outside the specific area approved by the school board. Specific advertising must be 
approved by the superintendent or designee. In no instance will an advertising device 
be erected or maintained within one hundred (100) feet of a school that is visible to and 
primarily intended to advertise and inform or to attract or which does attract the 

attention of operators and occupants of motor vehicles. 
 

C. Donations which include or carry advertisements must be approved by the school board. 
 

D. The school district or a school may acknowledge a donation it has received from an 
organization by displaying a “donated by,” “sponsored in part by,” or a similar by-line 
with the organization’s name and/or symbol on the item. Examples include activity 

programs or yearbooks. 
 

E. Nonprofit entities and organizations may be allowed to use the school district name, 
students, or facilities for purposes of advertising or promotion if the purpose is 
determined to be educationally related and prior approval is obtained from the school 
board. Advertising will be limited to the specific event or purpose approved by the school 

board. 
 

F. Contracts for computers or related equipment or services that require advertising to be 
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disseminated to students will not be entered into or permitted unless done pursuant to 
and in accordance with state law. 

 
G. The inclusion of advertisements in school district publications, in school district facilities, 

or on school district property does not constitute approval and/or endorsement of any 
product, service, organization, or activity. Approved advertisements will not imply or 
declare such approval or endorsement. 

 
IV. ACCOUNTING 
 

Advertising revenues must be accounted for and reported in compliance with UFARS. A periodic 

report shall be made to the school board by the superintendent regarding the scope and amount 
of such revenues. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.93 (Advertising on School Buses) 

Minn. Stat. § 125B.022 (Contracts for Computers or Related Equipment or 

   Service) 

Minn. Stat. § 173.08 (Excluded Road Advertising Devices) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 421 (Gifts to Employees and School Board Members) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 702 (Accounting) 
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Adopted:  July 8, 2004 
Revised:   April 14, 2011, May 12, 2016 
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I. PURPOSE  

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the advertising or promoting of products or services to 
school district students, parents, staff and the community in the schools.  

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

It is the school district’s policy that the name, facilities, staff, students, or any part of the school district shall 
not be used for advertising or promoting the interests of a commercial or nonprofit agency or organization 
except as set forth below.  

III. ADVERTISING GUIDELINES 

A. The school district may accept and publish or display paid advertising in accordance with school district 
guidelines. 

B. In no instance shall the school district accept advertising or advertising images for alcohol, tobacco, drugs, 
drug paraphernalia, weapons, unrated movies with an “R” rating or above, non-charitable gambling or 
obscene, indecent, vulgar, pornographic or illegal materials or materials otherwise containing an explicit or 
implied sexual content or overtone. Advertisements may be rejected by the school district if determined to 
be inconsistent with the educational objectives of the school district, inappropriate for inclusion in the 
publication or intended location of the advertisement or may cause a material and substantial disruption of 
normal school activities. Advertisements may be rejected if determined to be false, misleading, or deceptive, 
libelous or slanderous or if they relate to an illegal activity or antisocial behavior or promote violence. 
Advertising also will be screened for appropriateness, including compliance with the school district policy 
prohibiting harassment based upon an individual’s or group of individuals’ protected classification.  

1. “Obscene” means: 

a. The average person, applying contemporaneous community standards, would find that the 
material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of minors of the age to whom such 
advertising is directed; 

b. The material depicts or describes, in a manner that is patently offensive to prevailing standards in 
the adult community concerning how such conduct should be presented to minors of the age to 
whom such advertising is directed, sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or 
perverted), masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the genitals; and 

c. The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors. 

2. “Material and substantial disruption” of a normal school activity means: 

a. Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the district for which student 
attendance is compulsory, “material and substantial disruption” is defined as any disruption which 
interferes with or impedes the implementation of that program. 

 

39



SCHOOL DISTRICT–COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

 

Advertising      905-NB 

NORTH BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 138:  Policy 905-NB 
Adopted:  July 8, 2004 
Revised:   April 14, 2011, May 12, 2016 
Effective:  July 8, 2004; April 14, 2011, May 12, 2016  905-NB Advertising, Page 2 of 3 

 

b. Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including, but not limited to, school athletic 
events, school plays and concerts) “material and substantial disruption” is defined as student 
rioting, unlawful seizures of property, conduct inappropriate to the event, participation in a school 
boycott, sit-in, walk-out or other related forms of activity. 

c. In order for advertising to be considered disruptive, there must exist specific facts upon which the 
likelihood of disruption can be forecast, including past experience in the school, current events 
influencing student activities and behavior, and instances of actual or threatened disruption relating 
to the written material in question. 

C. The School District generally will not accept advertisements or allow promotional activities that are deemed 
controversial in nature. To the extent advertisements or promotional activities are allowed that promote one 
side of a controversial issue, advertisements promoting the opposing side of the controversy will be 
accepted. For purposes of this policy, “controversial issues” are issues or subjects that cause or are 
reasonably likely to cause a debate or disagreement about a matter which arouses strongly contrasting 
opinions. 

D. Advertising may not be used as a means of producing or disseminating to students, parents, staff or the 
community any material that advertises or promotes a political party, a political viewpoint, the candidacy of a 
person for public office, or a position on a referendum. 

E. Any provision for the advertisement by a commercial or nonprofit agency or organization in a school district 
publication or on school district property shall be in writing and shall specify precisely where such 
advertising may be placed or located and the length of time the advertising will be displayed. Advertising will 
not be allowed outside the specific area or publication approved by the school board, appropriate 
administrator or designee. In no instance will an advertising device be erected or maintained on school 
district property or within 100 feet of a school that is visible to and primarily intended to advertise and inform 
or to attract or which does attract the attention of operators and occupants of motor vehicles. 

F. All advertising must be approved by the school board, appropriate administrator or designee as set forth in 
school district guidelines.  

G. Donations which include or carry advertisements must be approved by the school board. Donations shall 
be accepted in accordance with Policy 706 – Acceptance of Gifts. The school board will set the length of 
time the advertisement will be displayed.  

H. Contracts regarding the naming rights for school facilities and building or other school district property must 
be approved by the school board. 

I. The school district or a school may acknowledge a donation it has received from an organization by 
displaying a “donated by,” “sponsored in part by,” or a similar by-line with the organization’s name and/or 
symbol on the item. Examples include activity programs or yearbooks.  

J. Nonprofit entities and organizations, approved official school organizations (PTA, PTO, booster clubs, etc.) 
and for-profit entities and organizations may be allowed to use the school district name, logo, students, or 
facilities for purposes of advertising or promotion if the purpose is determined to be educationally related  
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 and prior approval is obtained from the school board, appropriate administrator or designee as set forth in 
school district guidelines. Advertising will be limited to the specific event or purpose approved by the school 
board. An additional fee may apply for the use of the school district’s name and/or logo. 

K. The school district will allow advertising or promotional activities on school district property or at school 
district sponsored events if the activities will not materially and substantially disrupt normal school activities. 
Promotional activities must be approved in writing in advance of the activity by the school board or 
appropriate administrator as set forth in school district guidelines. To the extent the promotional activities 
involve the use of school district facilities or equipment, Policy 902 (Use of School Facilities) will apply, and 
an additional fee may apply. 

L. Contracts for computers or related equipment or services that require advertising to be disseminated to 
students will not be entered into or permitted unless done pursuant to and in accordance with state law.  

M. The inclusion of advertisements in school district publications, in school district facilities, or on school 
district property does not constitute approval and/or endorsement of any product, service, organization, or 
activity. Approved advertisements will not imply or declare such approval or endorsement.  

N. To the extent advertising or promotional activities are conducted through the distribution of materials on 
school premises, such distribution also must comply with Policies 505 and 904. 

O. The school district reserves the right to deny advertising or promotional activities that do not serve the best 
interests of the school district, its schools, students, staff and the community. 

IV. ACCOUNTING  

A. Advertising revenues must be accounted for and reported in compliance with UFARS. A periodic report shall 
be made to the school board by the superintendent regarding the scope and amount of such revenues.  

 
Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 123B.025 (School Sponsorship and Advertising Revenue) 

 Minn. Stat. § 123B.93 (Advertising on School Buses)  
 Minn. Stat. § 125B.022 (Contracts for Computers or Related Equipment or Service)  
 Minn. Stat. § 173.08 (Excluded Road Advertising Devices)  

 
Cross References:   

 NB Policy 421 (Gifts to Employees and School Board Members 
 NB Policy 702 (Accounting)  

   NB Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premises by  
   Students and Employees) 
   NB Policy 512 (School-Sponsored Student Publications and Activities) 

 NB Policy 697 (Controversial Issues in the Classroom) 
   NB Policy 706 (Acceptance of Gifts) 

 NB Policy 902 (Use of School Facilities) 
   NB Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District Property by Nonschool  
   Personnel) 
   NB Procedure 905.1 (Advertising Procedures) 
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