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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 609 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 20242 
 
 

609 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the programs of 
the school district. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief or nonbelief.  
Instead, the school district encourages all students and employees to have appreciation 

for and tolerance of each other’s views. 
 

B. The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a significant role 

in the social, cultural, political, and historical development of civilization. 
 

C. The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to increase its 

students’ knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama, and literature which may 
have had a religious basis or origin as well as a secular importance. 

 
D. The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama, and literature 

in the curriculum and in school activities provided it is intrinsic to the learning experience 
and is presented in an objective manner without sectarian indoctrination. 

 

E. The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions, holidays, 
customs, and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and nonsectarian manner. 

 

III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for ensuring that the study of religious 
materials, customs, beliefs, and holidays in the school district is in keeping with the 

following guidelines: 
 

1. The proposed activity must have a secular purpose. 

 
2. The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither advances nor 

inhibits religion. 

 
3. The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships with religion. 

 
4. Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts must be made to 

accommodate any student who wishes to be excused from a curricular activity 
for a religious observance or American Indian cultural practice, observance, or 
ceremony.  The school district must provide annual notice to parents of this 

policy. 
 

B. The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school board review 

and approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of providing further guidance 
relative to the teaching of materials related to religion.  Approved directives and 
guidelines shall be attached as an addendum to this policy. 

 

 
Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 12(3) (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence from School for Religious and Cultural 
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Observances) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.10 (Moment of Silence) 

Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U.S. 98 (2001) 
Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290 (2000) 
Tangipahoa Parish Bd. of Educ. v. Freiler, 530 U.S. 1251 (2000) 

Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S.602,  (1971) 

Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 690 F.3d 
996 (8th Cir. 2012) 
Wigg v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist., 382 F.3d 807 (8th Cir. 2004) 

Doe v. School Dist. of City of Norfolk, 340 F.3d 605 (8th Cir. 2003) 
Stark v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 640, 123 F.3d 1068 (8th Cir. 1997) 
Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist. 49-5, 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir. 1980) 

Roark v. South Iron R-1 Sch. Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8th Cir. 2009) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Elk River Area Sch. Dist. No. 728, 599 F.Supp.2d 
1136 (D. Minn. 2009) 
LeVake v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 656, 625 N.W.2d 502 (Minn. App. 2001) 

Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-J (Feb. 14, 1968) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-K (Oct. 21, 1949) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 63 (1940) 

Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 120 (1924) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 121 (1924) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 801 (Equal Access to School Facilities) 
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Religion           609 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy 609 
Adopted:  March 14, 2013 
Replaced: 
Revised:  November 14, 2013 
Effective:  March 14, 2013, November 14, 2013   609 Religion – Special Education, page 1 of 2 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the programs of the school 
district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief or nonbelief.  
Instead, the school district encourages all students and employees to have appreciation for and 
tolerance of each other’s views. 

 
B. The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a significant role in the 

social, cultural, political, and historical development of civilization. 
 

C. The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to increase its students’ 
knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama, and literature which may have had a religious 
basis or origin as well as a secular importance. 

 
D. The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama, and literature in the 

curriculum and in school activities provided it is intrinsic to the learning experience and is 
presented in an objective manner without sectarian indoctrination. 

 
E. The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions, holidays, customs, 

and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and nonsectarian manner. 
 
III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for ensuring that the study of religious materials, 
customs, beliefs, and holidays in the school district is in keeping with the following guidelines: 

 
1. The proposed activity must have a secular purpose. 

 
2. The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither advances nor inhibits 

religion. 
 

3. The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships with religion. 
 

4. Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts will be made to 
accommodate any student who wishes to be excused from attendance at school for 
the purpose of religious instruction or observance of religious holidays. 
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Religion           609 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy 609 
Adopted:  March 14, 2013 
Replaced: 
Revised:  November 14, 2013 
Effective:  March 14, 2013, November 14, 2013   609 Religion – Special Education, page 2 of 2 

B. The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school board review and 
approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of providing further guidance relative to the 
teaching of materials related to religion.  Approved directives and guidelines shall be attached 
as an addendum to this policy. 

 
 
Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 12(3) (Compulsory Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence From School for Religious Observance) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.10 (Moment of Silence) 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U.S. 98, 121 S.Ct. 2093, 150 L.Ed.2d 
151 (2001) 
Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 120 S.Ct. 2266 (2000) 
Tangipahoa Parish Bd. of Educ. v. Freiler, 530 U.S. 1251, 120 S.Ct. 2706 (2000) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S.602, 91 S.Ct. 2105, 29 L.Ed.2d 745 (1971) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 690 F.3d 996 
(8th Cir. 2012) 
Wigg v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist., 382 F.3d 807 (8th Cir. 2004) 
Doe v. School Dist. of City of Norfolk, 340 F.3d 605 (8th Cir. 2003) 
Stark v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 640, 123 F.3d 1068 (8th Cir. 1997) 
Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist. 49-5, 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir. 1980) 
Roark v. South Iron R-1 Sch. Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8th Cir. 2009) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Elk River Area Sch. Dist. No. 728, 599 F.Supp.2d 
1136 (D. Minn. 2009) 
LeVake v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 656, 625 N.W.2d 502 (Minn. App. 2001) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-J (Feb. 14, 1968) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-K (Oct. 21, 1949) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 63 (1940) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 120 (1924) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 121 (1924) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 801 (Equal Access to School Facilities) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 
 Orig. 1997 

Revised:                                Rev. 2024 (Nov.) 
 
 

615 TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND EXEMPTIONS FOR IEPS, 

SECTION 504 PLANS, AND LEP STUDENTS 
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of the policy is to provide adequate opportunity for students identified as having 
individualized education program (IEP), Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504 accommodation 

plan (504 plan), or English Learner (EL) needs to participate in statewide assessment systems 
designed to hold schools accountable for the academic performance of all students. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
A. Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) 

 

1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504 plans to 
review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how a student with a disability 
will participate in statewide testing. 

 
2. Participation decisions will be made separately for mathematics, reading, and 

science. The assessment options are the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 
(MCA) and the MTAS. 

 
3. Eligibility Requirements 

 

a. The following requirements must be met for a student with a significant 
cognitive disability to be eligible for the MTAS: 

 

(1) The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the 
MCA, with or without accommodations; 

 
(2) The IEP must review the student’s instructional program to 

ensure that the student is receiving instruction linked to the 
general education curriculum to the extent appropriate. If 
instruction is not linked to the general education curriculum, the 

IEP team must review the student’s goals and determine how 
access to the general curriculum will be provided; 

 

(3) The IEP team determined the student’s cognitive functioning to 
be significantly below age expectations. The team also 
determined that the student’s disability has a significant impact 
on his or her ability to function in multiple environments, 

including home, school, and community; 
 

(4) The IEP team determined that the student needs explicit and 

intensive instruction and/or extensive supports in multiple 
settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize academic and life 
skills in order to actively participate in school, work, home, and 

community environments; 
 
(5) The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or 

is not an appropriate measure of the student’s academic 
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progress and how the student would participate in statewide 
testing. 

 
b. MTAS participation decisions must not be made on the following factors: 

 

(1) Student’s disability category; 

 
(2) Placement; 

 

(3) Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum; 
 

(4) An expectation that the student will receive a low score on the 

MCA; 
 

(5) Language, social, cultural, or economic differences; 
 

(6) Concern for accountability calculations. 
 

B. Alternate ACCESS for ELs 

 
1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504 plans to 

review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how an identified EL student 

with a disability will participate in statewide testing. 
 

2. Eligibility Requirements 
 

a. The student must be identified as EL in MARSS in order to take an 
English language proficiency assessment. 

 

b. The student must have a significant cognitive disability. If the student 
has been identified as eligible to take the MTAS in mathematics, reading, 

or science, the student meets this criterion.  

 
c. For students in grades that the MTAS is not administered:  

 
(1) the student must have cognitive functioning significantly below 

age level; 
 

(2) the student’s disability must have a significant impact on his or 

her ability to function in multiple environments, including home, 
school, and community; and 

 

(3) the student needs explicit and intensive instruction and/or 
extensive supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and 
generalize academic and life skills in order to actively participate 
in school, work, home, and community environments. 

 
d. The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the ACCESS, 

with or without accommodations. 

 
e. The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or is not 

an appropriate English language proficiency assessment for the student. 

 
3. Alternate ACCESS participation decisions must not be made on the following 

factors: 
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a. Student’s disability category; 
 

b. Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum; 
 

c. Current level of English language proficiency; 

 

d. The expectation that the student will receive a low score on the ACCESS 
for ELs; 

 

e. Language, social, cultural, or economic differences; 
 

f. Concern for accountability calculations. 

 
C. EL Students New to the United States 

 
EL students new to the United States will take all assessments, including all academic 

assessments (math, reading, and science), as well as the English Language Proficiency 
Assessment (ACCESS). 

 

III. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 

See the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” which is produced by the 

Minnesota Department of Education and available through 
minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures. 

 
IV. GRANTING AND DOCUMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, OR 

EXEMPTIONS FOR TESTING 
 

See Chapter 45 of the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” and 

Guidelines for Administration of Accommodations and Linguistic Supports.  
 

V. RECORDS 

 
All test accommodations, modifications, or exemptions shall be reported to the school district 
test administrator. The school district test administrator shall be responsible for keeping a list 
of all such test accommodations, modifications, and exemptions for school district audit 

purposes. Testing results will be documented and reported. 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 

Minn. Stat. § 125A.08 (Individualized Education Programs) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education) 
Eligibility Requirements for the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hiddencontent/m
daw/mda2/~edisp/006087.pdf 
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Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Participation Guidelines, 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hiddencontent/m

daw/mdq5/~edisp/049763.pdf 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
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Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPS, 
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students 615 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  Policy #615 

Adopted: March 14, 2013 

Revised:  May 12, 2016, June 8, 2017, February 14, 2019 

Effective:  March 14, 2013, May 12, 2016, June 8, 2017, February 14, 2019 

615 Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPS, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students    Page 1 of 4 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of the policy is to provide adequate opportunity for students identified as having individualized 
education program (IEP), Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504  accommodation plan (504 plan), or English 
Learner (EL) needs to participate in statewide assessment systems designed to hold schools accountable 
for the academic performance of all students. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) 
 

1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504  plans to review, 
on a case-by-case basis, and determine how a student with a disability will participate 
in statewide testing. 

 
2. Participation decisions will be made separately for mathematics, reading, and science.  

The assessment options are the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) and 
the MTAS. 

 
3. Eligibility Requirements 

 
a. The following requirements must be met for a student with a significant 

cognitive disability to be eligible for the MTAS: 
 

(1) The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the MCA, 
with or without accommodations; 

 
(2) The IEP must review the student’s instructional program to ensure 

that the student is receiving instruction linked to the general education 
curriculum to the extent appropriate.  If instruction is not linked to the 
general education curriculum, the IEP team must review the student’s 
goals and determine how access to the general curriculum will be 
provided; 

 
(3) The IEP team determined the student’s cognitive functioning to be 

significantly below age expectations.  The team also determined that 
the student’s disability has a significant impact on his or her ability to 
function in multiple environments, including home, school, and 
community; 

 
(4) The IEP team determined that the student needs explicit and 

intensive instruction and/or extensive supports in multiple settings to 
acquire, maintain, and generalize academic and life skills in order to  
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Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPS, 
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students 615 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  Policy #615 

Adopted: March 14, 2013 

Revised:  May 12, 2016, June 8, 2017, February 14, 2019 

Effective:  March 14, 2013, May 12, 2016, June 8, 2017, February 14, 2019 

615 Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPS, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students    Page 2 of 4 

 
 actively participate in school, work, home, and community 

environments; 
 

(5) The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or is 
not an appropriate measure of the student’s academic progress and 
how the student would participate in statewide testing. 

 
b. MTAS participation decisions must not be made on the following factors: 

 
(1) Student’s disability category; 

 
(2) Placement; 

 
(3) Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum; 

 
(4) An expectation that the student will receive a low score on the MCA; 

 
(5) Language, social, cultural, or economic differences; 

 
(6) Concern for accountability calculations. 

 
B. Alternate ACCESS for ELs 

 
1. The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504  plans to review, 

on a case-by-case basis, and determine how an identified EL student with a disability 
will participate in statewide testing. 

 
2. Eligibility Requirements 

 
a. The student must be identified as EL in MARSS in order to take an English 

language proficiency assessment. 
 

b. The student must have a significant cognitive disability.  If the student has been 
identified as eligible to take the MTAS in mathematics, reading, or science, the 
student meets this criterion.  

 
c. For students in grades that the MTAS is not administered:  

 
(1) the student must have cognitive functioning significantly below age 

level; 
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Adopted: March 14, 2013 
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(2) the student’s disability must have a significant impact on his or her 

ability to function in multiple environments, including home, school, 
and community; and 

 
(3) the student needs explicit and intensive instruction and/or extensive 

supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize 
academic and life skills in order to actively  participate in school, work, 
home, and community environments. 

 
d. The IEP team must consider the student’s ability to access the ACCESS, with 

or without accommodations. 
 

e. The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or is not an 
appropriate English language proficiency assessment for the student. 

 
3. Alternate ACCESS participation decisions must not be made on the following factors: 

 
a. Student’s disability category; 

 
b. Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum; 

 
c. Current level of English language proficiency; 

 
d. The expectation that the student will receive a low score on the ACCESS for 

ELs; 
 

e. Language, social, cultural, or economic differences; 
 

f. Concern for accountability calculations. 
 

C. EL Students New to the United States 
 

EL students new to the United States will take all assessments, including all academic 
assessments (math, reading, and science), as well as the English Language Proficiency 
Assessment (ACCESS). 

 
III. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 

See the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” which is produced by the Minnesota 
Department of Education and available through pearsonaccess.com. 
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IV. GRANTING AND DOCUMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, OR EXEMPTIONS FOR 

TESTING 
 

See Chapter 5 of the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” and 2017-18 
Guidelines for Administration of Accommodations and Linguistic Supports 
(http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/resources/resources-
training/manuals/GuidelinesforAccommandLS_2018.pdf). 
 

V. RECORDS 
 

All test accommodations, modifications, or exemptions shall be reported to the school district test 
administrator.  The school district test administrator shall be responsible for keeping a list of all such test 
accommodations, modifications, and exemptions for school district audit purposes.  Testing results will be 
documented and reported. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 
Minn. Stat. § 125A.08(a)(1) (Individualized Education Programs) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required Assessment for 
Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 22) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education) 
Eligibility Requirements for the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS), 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hidde 
ncontent/mdaw/mda2/~edisp/006087.pdf 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Participation Guidelines, 
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/hiddencontent/mdaw/mdq
5/~edisp/049763.pdf 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

NB Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 
NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
NB Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
NB Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 

 

13



618-1 

 

Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 
Orig. 1998 

Revised:                                Rev. 2023 

 

 

618 ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to institute a process for the establishment and revision of 

assessments to measure achievement toward meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards, track 
academic progress over time, and provide Minnesota graduates information related to career 
and college readiness. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district has established a procedure by which students shall complete Graduation 

Requirements.  This procedure includes the adoption of performance assessment methods to be 
used in measuring student performance.  The school district strives to continually enhance 
student achievement of Graduation Requirements. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Above-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is above the grade level 
of the student taking the assessment and is considered aligned with state academic 
standards to the extent it is aligned with content represented in state academic 
standards above the grade level of the student taking the assessment. Notwithstanding 

the student’s grade level, administering above-grade level test items to a student does 
not violate the requirement that state assessments must be aligned with state 

standards. 

A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required 
content area or elective content area. 

 

 “Below-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is below the grade level of the 
student taking the test and is considered aligned with state academic standards to the 
extent it is aligned with content represented in state academic standards below the 
student’s current grade level. Notwithstanding the student’s grade level, administering 

below-grade level test items to a student does not violate the requirement that state 
assessments must be aligned with state standards. 

B. “Benchmark” means the specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to 

complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band. 
 

C. “Career and college ready,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means a high 

school graduate has the knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue a 
career pathway, including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma, certificate, 
or industry-recognized credential and employment. Students who are career and college 
ready are able to successfully complete credit-bearing coursework at a two- or four-year 

college or university or other credit-bearing postsecondary program without need for 
remediation. 

 “Computer-adaptive assessments” means fully adaptive assessments. 

 
D. “Cultural competence,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means the ability and 

will to interact effectively with people of different cultures, native languages, and 

socioeconomic backgrounds. 
 

E. “Elective standards” means a locally adopted expectation for student learning in career 
and technical education and world languages. 
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F. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration 
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job 

shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, or 
other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment. 

J. “Fully adaptive assessments” include on-grade level test items and items that may be 

above or below a student’s grade level. [Note: Fully adaptive mathematics and 

reading assessments must be used for grades 3 through 7 beginning in the 
2015-2016 school year and later.] 

K. “On-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is aligned to state 

academic standards for the grade level of the student taking the assessment. 
 

GL. “Required standard” means (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning in 

the content areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, 
physical education, and the arts, andor (2) a locally adopted expectation for student 
learning in health or the arts. 

 

IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 
 

A. The [school board/superintendent/director of instruction] shall establish criteria 

by which student performance of local academic standards and elective standards are 
to be evaluated and approved.  The criteria will be submitted to the school board for 
approval.  Upon approval by the school board, the criteria shall be deemed part of this 

policy. 
 
B. The superintendent shall ensure that students and parents or guardians are provided 

with notice of the process by which academic standards will be assessed. 

 
C. Staff members will be expected to utilize staff development opportunities to the extent 

necessary to ensure effective implementation and continued improvement of the 

implementation of assessments under the Minnesota Academic Standards.   
 

V. STANDARDS FOR MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS 

 
A. Benchmarks 

 
The school district will offer and students must achieve all benchmarks for an academic 

standard to satisfactorily complete that state standard. These benchmarks will be used 
by the school district and its staff in developing tests to measure student academic 
knowledge and skills. 

 
[School districts are required to formally establish a periodic review cycle for 
academic standards and related benchmarks in health, world languages, and 

career and technical education.] 
 

B. Statewide Academic Standards Testing 
 

1. The school district will utilize statewide assessments developed from and aligned 
with the state’s required academic standards as these tests become available to 
evaluate student progress toward career and college readiness in the context of 

the state’s academic standards. 
 

2. The school district will administer annually, in accordance with the process 

determined by the Minnesota Department of Education, the state-constructed 
tests aligned with state standards to all students in grades 3 through 8 and at 
the high school level as follows: 

 

a. computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades 3 
through 8; 
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b. high school reading in grade 10, mathematics in grade 11, and a high 
school writing test, when it becomes available; and 

 
c. science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the 

grades 6 through 8 span, and a life science assessment in the grades 9 

through 12 span (a passing score on high school science assessments is 

not a condition of receiving a diploma). 
 

3. The school district will develop and administer locally constructed tests in social 

studies, health and physical education, and the arts to determine if a student 
has met the required academic standards in these areas. 

 

4. The school district may use a student’s performance on a statewide assessment 
as one of the multiple criteria to determine grade promotion or retention.  The 
school district also may use a high school student’s performance on a statewide 
assessment as a percentage of the student’s final grade in a course, or place a 

student’s assessment score on the student’s transcript. 
 

5. For students in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, the school 

district must record on the high school transcript a student’s progress toward 
career and college readiness.  For other students, this record of progress must 
be made as soon as practicable. In addition, the school district may include a 

notation of high achievement on the high school diplomas of those graduating 
seniors who, according to established school board criteria, demonstrate 
exemplary academic achievement during high school. 

 

6. Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards, as 
measured by the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments administered in high 
school, must be informed that admission to a public school is free and available 

to any resident under 21 years of age.  The school district will determine how 
this notice is given. 

 

C. Student Participation 
 

1. The Minnesota Commissioner of Education must create and publish a form for 
parents and guardians that: 

 
a. explains the need for state academic standards; 

 

b. identifies the state assessments that are aligned with state standards; 
 

c. identifies the consequences, if any, the school or student may face if a 

student does not participate in state or locally required standardized 
assessments; 

 
d. states that students who receive a college ready benchmark on the high 

school Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment are not required to take 
a remedial, noncredit course at a Minnesota state college or university 
in the corresponding subject area; 

 
e. summarizes the provisions in Minnesota Statutes section 120B.301(a) 

and (c); and 

 
f. notifies a parent of the right to not have the parent’s child participate in 

the state and locally required assessments and asks a parent that 
chooses to not have a child participate in the assessments the basis for 

the decision. 
 

2. The school district must post the form created by the Commissioner on the 

school district website and include it in the school district’s student handbook. 
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VI. RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WAIVER 

 
A. Upon receiving a student’s application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, the 

school district must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic 

standard required for graduation if the school board determines that the student: 

 
1. is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or 

international baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside 

the curriculum of the school district; or an approved preparatory program for 
employment or post-secondary education that is equally or more rigorous than 
the corresponding state or local academic standard required by the school 

district; 
 

2. would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning 
opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program 

if the student were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived; 
and 

 

3. satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study, 
learning opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education 
program. 

 
B. The school board also may formally determine other circumstances in which to declare 

that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site requires for 
graduation under this section. 

 
C. A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or 

program or an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or program is 

not required to complete other requirements of the academic standards corresponding 
to that specific rigorous course of study. 

 

VII. CAREER EXPLORATION ASSESSMENT 
 

A. Student assessments, in alignment with state academic standards, shall include clearly 
defined career and college readiness benchmarks and satisfy Minnesota’s postsecondary 

admissions requirements. Achievement and career and college readiness in 
mathematics, reading, and writing must also be assessed. When administering 
formative or summative assessments used to measure the academic progress, including 

the oral academic development, of English learners and inform their instruction, schools 
must ensure that the assessments are accessible to the students and students have the 
modifications and supports they need to sufficiently understand the assessments. 

 
B. On an annual basis, the school district must use the career exploration elements in these 

assessments, beginning no later than grade 9, to help students and their families explore 
and plan for postsecondary education or careers based on the students’ interests, 

aptitudes, and aspirations.  The school district must use timely regional labor market 
information and partnerships, among other resources, to help students and their families 
successfully develop, pursue, review, and revise an individualized plan for 

postsecondary education or a career.  This process must help increase students’ 
engagement in and connection to school, improve students’ knowledge and skills, and 
deepen students’ understanding of career pathways as a sequence of academic and 

career courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential, an associate’s degree, or 
a bachelor’s degree and are available to all students, whatever their interests and career 
goals. 

 

C. All students, except those eligible for alternative assessments, will be encouraged to 
participate ion a nationally normed college entrance exam in grade 11 or 12.  A student 
under this paragraph who demonstrates attainment of required state academic 

standards on these assessments, which include career and college readiness 
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benchmarks, is academically ready for a career or college and is encouraged to 
participate in courses awarding college credit to high school students.  Such courses and 

programs may include sequential courses of study within broad career areas and 
technical skill assessments that extend beyond course grades. 

 

To the extent state funding for college entrance exam fees is available, the school district 

will pay the cost, one time, for an interested student in grade 11 or 12, who is eligible 
for a free or reduced-priced meal, to take a nationally recognized college entrance exam 
before graduating.  The school district may require a student who is not eligible for a 

free or reduced-priced meal to pay the cost of taking a nationally recognized college 
entrance exam.  The school district will waive the cost for a student who is unable to 
pay. 

 
D. As appropriate, students through grade 12 must continue to participate in targeted 

instruction, intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to participate in courses 
awarding college credit to high school students. 

 
E. In developing, supporting, and improving students’ academic readiness for a career or 

college, the school district must have a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined 

benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students, 
their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable 
chance to succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary remediation. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions) 
   Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements 

for Minnesota’s Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best 

Workforce) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.31 (System Accountability and Statistical Adjustments) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language 
Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for 
Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.3520 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 
Studies) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction 
Goals) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 

Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to institute a process for the establishment and revision of assessments to 
measure achievement toward meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards, track academic progress over 
time, and provide Minnesota graduates information related to career and college readiness. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district has established a procedure by which students shall complete Graduation 
Requirements.  This procedure includes the adoption of performance assessment methods to be used in 
measuring student performance.  The school district strives to continually enhance student achievement 
of Graduation Requirements. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required content area 
or elective content area. 

 
B. “Benchmark” means the specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to complete part 

of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band. 
 

C. “Career and college ready,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means a high school 
graduate has the knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue a career pathway, 
including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma, certificate, or industry-recognized 
credential and employment. Students who are career and college ready are able to successfully 
complete credit-bearing coursework at a two- or four-year college or university or other credit-
bearing postsecondary program without need for remediation. 

 
D. “Cultural competence,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means the ability and will to 

interact effectively with people of different cultures, native languages, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

 
E. “Elective standards” means a locally adopted expectation for student learning in career and 

technical education and world languages. 
 

F. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration through a 
specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job shadowing, mentoring, 
entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, or other cooperative work 
experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment. 

 
G. “Required standard” means (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning in the 

content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, physical education, and 
the arts, and (2) a locally adopted expectation for student learning in health. 
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IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 
 

A. The Director of Teaching and Learning shall establish criteria by which student performance of 
local academic standards and elective standards are to be evaluated and approved.  The criteria 
will be submitted to the school board for approval.  Upon approval by the school board, the criteria 
shall be deemed part of this policy. 

 
B. The superintendent shall ensure that students and parents or guardians are provided with notice 

of the process by which academic standards will be assessed. 
 

C. Staff members will be expected to utilize staff development opportunities to the extent necessary 
to ensure effective implementation and continued improvement of the implementation of 
assessments under the Minnesota Academic Standards.   

 
V. STANDARDS FOR MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS 
 

A. Benchmarks 
 

The school district will offer and students must achieve all benchmarks for an academic standard 
to satisfactorily complete that state standard. These benchmarks will be used by the school 
district and its staff in developing tests to measure student academic knowledge and skills. 

 
B. Statewide Academic Standards Testing 

 
1. The school district will utilize statewide assessments developed from and aligned with 

the state’s required academic standards as these tests become available to evaluate 
student progress toward career and college readiness in the context of the state’s 
academic standards. 

 
2. The school district will administer annually, in accordance with the process determined 

by the Minnesota Department of Education, the state-constructed tests aligned with 
state standards to all students in grades 3 through 8 and at the high school level as 
follows: 

 
a. computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades 3 through 

8; 
 

b. high school reading in grade 10, mathematics in grade 11, and a high school 
writing test, when it becomes available; and 

 
c. science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the grades 

6 through 8 span, and a life science assessment in the grades 9 through 12 
span (a passing score on high school science assessments is not a condition 
of receiving a diploma). 

 
 

20



EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
            

Assessment of Student Achievement 618 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  Policy #618 

Adopted: 6/8/17 

Revised:  2/8/18, 2/14/19, 12/14/23 

Effective:  6/8/17, 2/8/18, 2/14/19, 12/14/23        618 Assessment of Student Achievement, Page 3 of 6 

3. The school district will develop and administer locally constructed tests in social studies, 
health and physical education, and the arts to determine if a student has met the 
required academic standards in these areas. 

 
4. The school district may use a student’s performance on a statewide assessment as one 

of the multiple criteria to determine grade promotion or retention.  The school district 
also may use a high school student’s performance on a statewide assessment as a 
percentage of the student’s final grade in a course, or place a student’s assessment 
score on the student’s transcript. 

 
5. For students in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, the school district must 

record on the high school transcript a student’s progress toward career and college 
readiness.  For other students, this record of progress must be made as soon as 
practicable. In addition, the school district may include a notation of high achievement 
on the high school diplomas of those graduating seniors who, according to established 
school board criteria, demonstrate exemplary academic achievement during high 
school. 

 
6. Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards, as measured 

by the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments administered in high school, must be 
informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident under 
21 years of age.  The school district will determine how this notice is given. 

 
C. Student Participation 

 
1. The Minnesota Commissioner of Education must create and publish a form for parents 

and guardians that: 
 

a. explains the need for state academic standards; 
 

b. identifies the state assessments that are aligned with state standards; 
 

c. identifies the consequences, if any, the school or student may face if a student 
does not participate in state or locally required standardized assessments; 

 
d. states that students who receive a college ready benchmark on the high school 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment are not required to take a remedial, 
noncredit course at a Minnesota state college or university in the 
corresponding subject area; 

 
e. summarizes the provisions in Minnesota Statutes section 120B.301(a) and (c); 

and 
 

f. notifies a parent of the right to not have the parent’s child participate in the 
state and locally required assessments and asks a parent that chooses to not 
have a child participate in the assessments the basis for the decision. 
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2. The school district must post the form created by the Commissioner on the school 
district website and include it in the school district’s student handbook. 

 
VI. RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WAIVER 
 

A. Upon receiving a student’s application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, the school 
district must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard required for 
graduation if the school board determines that the student: 

 
1. is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or international 

baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside the curriculum of the 
school district; or an approved preparatory program for employment or post-secondary 
education that is equally or more rigorous than the corresponding state or local 
academic standard required by the school district; 

 
2. would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning 

opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program if the 
student were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived; and 

 
3. satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study, learning 

opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program. 
 

B. The school board also may formally determine other circumstances in which to declare that a 
student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site requires for graduation under 
this section. 

 
C. A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or program 

or an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or program is not required to 
complete other requirements of the academic standards corresponding to that specific rigorous 
course of study. 

 
VII. CAREER EXPLORATION ASSESSMENT 
 

A. Student assessments, in alignment with state academic standards, shall include clearly defined 
career and college readiness benchmarks and satisfy Minnesota’s postsecondary admissions 
requirements. Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and 
writing must also be assessed. When administering formative or summative assessments used 
to measure the academic progress, including the oral academic development, of English learners 
and inform their instruction, schools must ensure that the assessments are accessible to the 
students and students have the modifications and supports they need to sufficiently understand 
the assessments. 

 
B. On an annual basis, the school district must use the career exploration elements in these 

assessments, beginning no later than grade 9, to help students and their families explore and 
plan for postsecondary education or careers based on the students’ interests, aptitudes, and 
aspirations.  The school district must use timely regional labor market information and 
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partnerships, among other resources, to help students and their families successfully develop, 
pursue, review, and revise an individualized plan for postsecondary education or a career.  This 
process must help increase students’ engagement in and connection to school, improve students’ 
knowledge and skills, and deepen students’ understanding of career pathways as a sequence of 
academic and career courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential, an associate’s 
degree, or a bachelor’s degree and are available to all students, whatever their interests and 
career goals. 

 
C. All students, except those eligible for alternative assessments, will be encouraged to participate 

in a nationally normed college entrance exam in grade 11 or 12.  A student under this paragraph 
who demonstrates attainment of required state academic standards on these assessments, 
which include career and college readiness benchmarks, is academically ready for a career or 
college and is encouraged to participate in courses awarding college credit to high school 
students.  Such courses and programs may include sequential courses of study within broad 
career areas and technical skill assessments that extend beyond course grades. 

 
To the extent state funding for college entrance exam fees is available, the school district will pay 
the cost, one time, for an interested student in grade 11 or 12, who is eligible for a free or reduced-
priced meal, to take a nationally recognized college entrance exam before graduating.  The 
school district may require a student who is not eligible for a free or reduced-priced meal to pay 
the cost of taking a nationally recognized college entrance exam.  The school district will waive 
the cost for a student who is unable to pay. 

 
D. As appropriate, students through grade 12 must continue to participate in targeted instruction, 

intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to participate in courses awarding college credit 
to high school students. 

 
E. In developing, supporting, and improving students’ academic readiness for a career or college, 

the school district must have a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined benchmarks 
focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students, their parents, and 
teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable chance to succeed in a 
career or college without need for postsecondary remediation. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions) 
   Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements for 

Minnesota’s Students) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, Instruction, 
and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best Workforce) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.31 (System Accountability and Statistical Adjustments) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
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Minn. Rules Parts 3501.3520 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

NB Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 
NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
NB Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
NB Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPs, 
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
NB Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
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619 STAFF DEVELOPMENT FOR STANDARDS 
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to establish opportunities for staff development which advance 
the staff’s ability to work effectively with the Graduation Assessment Requirements and with 
students as they progress to achievement of those Graduation Assessment Requirements 

and meet the requirements of federal law. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The school district is committed to developing staff policies and processes for continuous 
improvement of curriculum, instruction, and assessment to ensure effective implementation 

of the Graduation Assessment Requirements and federal law at all levels. 
 
III. STANDARDS FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

 

A. The Advisory Committee for Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student 
Achievement (Committee) shall address the needs of all staff in prioritizing staff 
development which will ensure effective implementation of the Graduation 

Assessment Requirements and federal law at all levels. The Committee will advise 
the school board on the planning of staff development opportunities. 

 

B. The school district shall place a high priority on staff development including 
activities, programs, and other efforts to implement the Graduation Assessment 

Requirements effectively and to upgrade that implementation continuously. 
 

C. Staff development plans for the school district shall address identified needs for 
Graduation Assessment Requirements implementation throughout all levels of the 
school district programs. 

 
D. In service, staff meeting, and district and building level staff development plans and 

programs shall focus on improving implementation of the Graduation Assessment 

Requirements at all levels for all students, including those with special needs. 
 
IV. TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

A. Paraprofessionals 

 

The school district will provide each paraprofessional who assists a licensed teacher 
in providing student instruction with initial training. Such training will include training 
in emergency procedures, confidentiality, vulnerability, reporting obligations, 

discipline, policies, roles, and responsibilities, and building orientation. Training will 
be provided within the first 60 days a paraprofessional begins supervising or working 
with students.  

 

Additionally, with regard to paraprofessionals providing support to special education 
students, the school district will ensure that annual training opportunities are 

required to enable the paraprofessional to further develop the knowledge and skills 
that are specific to the students with whom the paraprofessional works, including 

understanding disabilities, the unique and individual needs of each student according 
to the student’s disability and how the disability affects the student’s education and 

behavior, following lesson plans, and implementing follow-up instructional 
procedures and activities. 
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B. Teachers and Administrators 

 

The school district will provide high quality and ongoing professional development 
activities as required by state and federal laws. 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation 
Requirements for Minnesota’s Students) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readinessthe World’s Best Workforce) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.363 (Credential for Education Paraprofessionals)  
Minn. Stat. § 122A.16 (Qualified Teacher Defined) 

Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program) 
Minn.   Rules   Parts   3501.066040-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for 
Language Arts) 

Minn.   Rules   Parts   3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for 
Mathematics) 
Minn.  Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)  
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English 
Language Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 

Studies) 
Minn.   Rules   Parts   3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic   Standards   for 
Physical Education) 

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction 
Goals) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)  
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish opportunities for staff development which advance the staff’s 
ability to work effectively with the Graduation Assessment Requirements and with students as they 
progress to achievement of those Graduation Assessment Requirements and meet the requirements of 
federal law. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school district is committed to developing staff policies and processes for continuous improvement of 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment to ensure effective implementation of the Graduation Assessment 
Requirements and federal law at all levels. 

 
III. STANDARDS FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
 

A. The Advisory Committee for Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement 
(Committee) shall address the needs of all staff in prioritizing staff development which will ensure 
effective implementation of the Graduation Assessment Requirements and federal law at all 
levels.  The Committee will advise the school board on the planning of staff development 
opportunities. 

 
B. The school district shall place a high priority on staff development including activities, programs, 

and other efforts to implement the Graduation Assessment Requirements effectively and to 
upgrade that implementation continuously. 

 
C. Staff development plans for the school district shall address identified needs for Graduation 

Assessment Requirements implementation throughout all levels of the school district programs. 
 

D. In service, staff meeting, and district and building level staff development plans and programs 
shall focus on improving implementation of the Graduation Assessment Requirements at all 
levels for all students, including those with special needs. 

 
IV. TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

A. Paraprofessionals. The school district will provide each paraprofessional who assists a licensed 
teacher in providing student instruction with initial training.  Such training will include training in 
emergency procedures, confidentiality, vulnerability, reporting obligations, discipline, policies, 
roles and responsibilities, and building orientation.  Training will be provided within the first 60 
days a paraprofessional begins supervising or working with students. 

 
  Additionally, with regard to paraprofessionals providing support to special education students, 

the school district will ensure that annual training opportunities are required to enable the 
paraprofessional to further develop the knowledge and skills that are specific to the students with 
whom the paraprofessional works, including understanding disabilities, the unique and individual 
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needs of each student according to the student’s disability and how the disability affects the 
student’s education and behavior, following lesson plans, and implementing follow-up 
instructional procedures and activities. 

 
B. Teachers/Administrators.  
 
  The school district will provide high quality and ongoing professional development 

activities as required by state and federal laws. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.363 (Credential for Education Paraprofessionals) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.16 (Qualified Teacher Defined) 
Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required Assessment for 
Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 22) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English Language 
Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical Education) 
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

NB Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 
NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
NB Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
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Adopted:                                MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 
Orig. 1998 

Revised:                                 Rev. 2025 
 
 

620 CREDIT FOR LEARNING 

 
[NOTE: School districts statutorily are required to provide students with credit for 
approved postsecondary courses, as set forth in Section V.; and accelerated or 

advanced academic courses offered by a higher education institution or nonprofit 
public agency, as set forth in Section VII. Additionally, school districts are required by 
statute to identify whether the school district offers weighted grades and, if it does, 

identify the courses for which a student may earn a weighted grade (Section VIII). 
Optional provisions related to awarding credit to students transferring from out-of-
state, private, or home schools and the issuance of student grades for purposes of 
awarding certain honors, as set forth in Section IV., are not required by statute. 

Therefore, the language contained in Section IV. is suggested language, and a school 
district may or may not include this section or may modify this section at its 
discretion.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

This policy recognizes student achievement that occurs in postsecondary enrollment option and 
other advanced enrichment programs. This policy also recognizes student achievement that 
occurs in other schools, in alternative learning sites, and in out-of-school experiences such as 
community organizations, work-based learning, and other educational activities and 

opportunities. This policy addresses transfer of student credit from out-of-state, private, or 
home schools and online learning programs and to address how the school district will recognize 
student achievement obtained outside of the school district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 

The policy of the school district is to provide a process for awarding students credit toward 
graduation requirements for credits and grades students complete in other schools, 
postsecondary or higher education institutions, other learning environments, and online courses 
and programs. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Accredited school” means a school that is accredited by an accrediting agency, 
recognized according to Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.445 or recognized by the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (Commissioner). 

 
B. "Concurrent enrollment" means nonsectarian courses in which an eligible pupil under 

subdivision 5 or 5b enrolls to earn both secondary and postsecondary credits, are taught 
by a secondary teacher or a postsecondary faculty member, and are offered at a high 

school for which the district is eligible to receive concurrent enrollment program aid 
under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.091. 

 

C. “Course” means a course or program. 
 

D. “Eligible institution” means a Minnesota public postsecondary institution, a private, 

nonprofit two-year trade and technical school granting associate degrees, an 
opportunities industrialization center accredited by an accreditor recognized by the 
United States Department of Education, or a private, residential, two-year or four-year, 
liberal arts, degree-granting college or university located in Minnesota.  

 
E. “Nonpublic school” is a private school or home school in which a child is provided 

instruction in compliance with the Minnesota compulsory attendance laws.  
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F. “Weighted grade” is a letter or numerical grade that is assigned a numerical advantage 
when calculating the grade point average. 

 
IV. TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS 
 

A. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Minnesota Public Secondary Schools 

 
1. The school district will accept and transfer secondary credits and grades 

awarded to a student from another Minnesota public secondary school upon 

presentation of a certified transcript from the transferring public secondary 
school evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit awarded. 

 

2. Credits and grades awarded from another Minnesota public secondary school 
may be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned at 
least [insert number] credits from the school district. 

 

B. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Schools 
 

1. The school district will accept secondary credits and grades awarded to a student 

for courses successfully completed at a public school outside of Minnesota or an 
accredited nonpublic school upon presentation of a certified transcript from the 
transferring public school in another state or nonpublic school evidencing the 

course taken and the grade and credit awarded. 
 

a. When a determination is made that the content of the course aligns 
directly with school district graduation requirements, the student will be 

awarded commensurate credits and grades. 
 

b. Commensurate credits and grades awarded from an accredited 

nonpublic school or public school in another state may be used to 
compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned at least 

[insert number] credits from the school district. 

 
c. In the event the content of a course taken at an accredited nonpublic 

school or public school in another state does not fully align with the 
content of the school district’s high school graduation requirements but 

is comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for 
graduation, the student may be provided elective credit applied toward 
graduation requirements. Credit that does not fully align with the school 

district’s high school graduation requirements will not be used to 
compute honor roll and/or class rank. 

 

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high 
school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be provided 
to the student. 

 

2. Students transferring from a non-accredited, nonpublic school shall receive 
credit from the school district upon presentation of a transcript or other 
documentation evidencing the course taken and grade and credit awarded. 

 
a. Students will be required to provide copies of course descriptions, 

syllabi, or work samples for determination of appropriate credit.  In 

addition, students also may be asked to provide interviews/conferences 
with the student and/or student’s parent and/or former administrator or 
teacher; review of a record of the student’s entire curriculum at the 
nonpublic school; and review of the student’s complete record of 

academic achievement. 
 

b. Where the school district determines that a course completed by a 

student at a non-accredited, nonpublic school is commensurate with 
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school district graduation requirements, credit shall be awarded, but the 
grade shall be “P” (pass). 

 
c. In the event the content of a course taken at a non-accredited, 

nonpublic school does not fully align with the content of the school 

district’s high school graduation requirements but is comparable to 

elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, the student 
may be provided elective credit applied toward graduation 
requirements. 

 
d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which local 

high school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be 

provided to the student. 
 

e. Credit and grades earned from a non-accredited nonpublic school shall 
not be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank. 

 
3. A student must provide the school with a copy of the student’s grades in each 

course taken for secondary credit under this policy, including interim or nonfinal 

grades earned during the academic term. 
 
V. POSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT 

 
A. A student who satisfactorily completes a postsecondary enrollment options course or 

program under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09 that has been approved as meeting 
the necessary requirements is not required to complete other requirements of the 

academic standards corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study. 
 
B. Secondary credits granted to a student through a postsecondary enrollment options 

course or program must be counted toward the graduation requirements and subject 
area requirements of the district. 

 

1. Course credit will be considered by the school district only upon presentation of 
a certified transcript from an eligible institution evidencing the course taken and 
the grade and credit awarded. 

 

2. Seven quarter or four semester postsecondary credits shall equal at least one 
full year of high school credit.  Fewer postsecondary credits may be prorated. 

 

3. When a determination is made that the content of the postsecondary course 
aligns directly with a required course for high school graduation, the 
commensurate credit and grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as 

a course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 
 

4. In the event the content of the postsecondary course does not fully align with 
the content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to 

elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district 
may provide elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s 
transcript as an elective course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 

 
5. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school 

graduation credit would be provided, the school district will notify the 

Commissioner, who shall determine the number of credits that shall be granted 
to a student. 

 
6. When secondary credit is granted for postsecondary credits taken by a student, 

the school district will record those credits on the student’s transcript as credits 
earned at a postsecondary institution. 

 

C. A list of the courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be obtained 
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from the school district. 
 

D. By the earlier of (1) three weeks prior to the date by which a student must register for 
district courses for the following school year, or (2) March 1 of each year, the school 
district must provide up-to-date information on the district's website and in materials 

that are distributed to parents and students about the program, including information 

about enrollment requirements and the ability to earn postsecondary credit to all pupils 
in grades 8, 9, 10, and 11. To assist the school district in planning, a pupil must inform 
the district by October 30 or May 30 of each year of the pupil's intent to enroll in 

postsecondary courses during the following academic term. A pupil is bound by notifying 
or not notifying the district by October 30 or May 30. 

 

[NOTE: Because the 2024 Minnesota legislature amended the last two 
sentences, MSBA decided to add this language to this model policy.] 

 
E. Postsecondary institutions must notify a pupil’s school as soon as practicable if the pupil 

withdraws from the enrolled course. The institution must also notify the pupil’s school 
as soon as practicable if the pupil has been absent from a course for ten consecutive 
days on which classes are held, based on the postsecondary institution’s academic 

calendar, and the pupil is not receiving instruction in their home or hospital or other 
facility. 

 

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted this provision.] 
 
VI. CREDIT FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 
 

Consistent with the career and technical pathways program, a student in grade 11 or 12 who is 
employed by an institutional long-term care or licensed assisted living facility, a home and 
community-based services and supports provider, a hospital or health system clinic, or a child 

care center may earn up to two elective credits each year toward graduation under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120B.024, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (87), at the discretion of the 

enrolling school district. A student may earn one elective credit for every 350 hours worked, 

including hours worked during the summer. A student who is employed by an eligible employer 
must submit an application, in the form or manner required by the school district, for elective 
credit to the school district in order to receive elective credit. The school district must verify the 
hours worked with the employer before awarding elective credit. 

 
VII. ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 

A. The school district will grant academic credit to a student attending an accelerated or 
advanced academic course offered by a higher education institution or a nonprofit public 
agency, other than the school district. 

 
B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the higher 

education institution or nonprofit public agency that the student successfully completed 
the course attended and passed an examination approved by the school district. 

 
C. When a determination is made that the content of the advanced academic course aligns 

directly with a required course for high school graduation, the commensurate credit and 

grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward 
graduation requirements. 

 

D. In the event the content of the advanced academic course does not fully align with the 
content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to elective 
credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district may provide 
elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective 

course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 
 

E. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school graduation 

credit would be provided, the school district will notify the Commissioner and request a 
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determination of the number of credits that shall be granted to a student. 
 

VIII. WEIGHTED GRADES 
 

[NOTE: School districts must identify in policy whether they offer courses with 

weighted grades. Therefore, school districts must include one of the following options 

in their policies. A school board must adopt an identical policy regarding weighted 
grade point averages for credits earned via postsecondary coursework as it gives to 
credits earned via concurrent enrollment coursework.] 

 
 A. The school district does not offer weighted grades. 
 

[or] 
 

A. The school district offers weighted grades for courses that are identified as more 
rigorous or academically challenging as follows: 

 
[List the types of courses that will be awarded weighted grades and the 
multiplier, similar to the following examples.] 

 
1. A grade awarded in an Advanced Placement course will be multiplied by a factor 

of ____ (i.e., 1.07). 

 
2. A grade awarded in an Honors course will be multiplied by a factor of _____. 

 
3. A grade awarded in a College In the Schools course will be multiplied by a factor 

of ____. 
 

4. A grade awarded in a course taken through a Postsecondary Enrollment Options 

program will be multiplied by a factor of _____. 
 

5. A grade awarded in a course in a duel enrollment course will be multiplied by a 

factor of ____. 
 

B. The school district will update its website prior to the beginning of each school year with 
a listing of the courses for which a student may earn a weighted grade. 

 
IX. PROCESS FOR AWARDING CREDIT 
 

A. The building principal will be responsible for carrying out the process to award credits 
and grades pursuant to this policy.  The building principal will notify students in writing 
of the decision as to how credits and grades will be awarded. 

 
B. A student or the student’s parent or guardian may seek reconsideration of the decision 

by the building principal as to credits and/or grades awarded upon request of a student 
or the student’s parent or guardian if the request is made in writing to the 

superintendent within five school days of the date of the building principal’s decision. 
The request should set forth the credit and/or grade requested and the reason(s) why 
credit(s)/grade(s) should be provided as requested. Any pertinent documentation in 

support of the request should be submitted. 
 

C. The decision of the superintendent as to the award of credits or grades shall be a final 

decision by the school district and shall not be appealable by the student or student’s 
parent or guardian except as set forth in Section IX.D. below. 

 
D. If a student disputes the number of credits granted by the school district for a particular 

postsecondary enrollment course, or advanced academic credit course, the student may 
appeal the school district’s decision to the Commissioner. The decision of the 
Commissioner shall be final. 
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E. At any time during the process, the building principal or superintendent may ask for 
course descriptions, syllabi, or work samples from a course where content of the course 

is in question for purposes of determining alignment with graduation requirements or 
the number of credits to be granted. Students will not be provided credit until requested 
documentation is available for review, if requested. 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements 
for Minnesota’s Students) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic Readiness) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.14 (Advanced Academic Credit) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 (Nonpublic Education Council) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03, Subd. 9 (Enrollment Options Program) 

Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for 
Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English 
Language Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social 

Studies) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical 
Education) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction 

Goals) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and 

Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 (Online Instruction) 
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I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize student achievement which occurs in Post-Secondary Enrollment 
Options and other advanced enrichment programs.  The purpose of this policy also is to recognize student 
achievement which occurs in other schools, in alternative learning sites, and in out-of-school experiences 
such as community organizations, work-based learning, and other educational activities and opportunities.  
The purpose of this policy also is to address the transfer of student credit from out-of-state, private, or 
home schools and online learning programs and to address how the school district will recognize student 
achievement obtained outside of the school district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The policy of the school district is to provide a process for awarding students credit toward graduation 
requirements for credits and grades students complete in other schools, post-secondary or higher 
education institutions, other learning environments, and online courses and programs. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Accredited school” means a school that is accredited by an accrediting agency, recognized 
according to Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 or recognized by the Commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE). 

 
B. “Blended learning” is a form of digital learning that occurs when a student learns part time in a 

supervised physical setting and part time through digital delivery of instruction, or a student learns 
in a supervised physical setting where technology is used as a primary method to deliver 
instruction. 

 
C. “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of MDE. 

 
D. “Digital learning” is learning facilitated by technology that offers students an element of control 

over the time, place, path, or pace of their learning and includes blended and online learning. 
 

E. “Eligible institution” means a Minnesota public post-secondary institution, a private, nonprofit two-
year trade and technical school granting associate degrees, an opportunities industrialization 
center accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, or a private, 
residential, two-year or four-year, liberal arts, degree-granting college or university located in 
Minnesota. 

 
F. “Nonpublic school” is a private school or home school in which a child is provided instruction in 

compliance with the Minnesota compulsory attendance laws.  
 

G. “Online learning” is a form of digital learning delivered by an approved online learning provider. 
 
 H. “Online learning provider” is a school district, an intermediate school district, an organization of 

two or more school districts operating under a joint powers agreement, or a charter school located 
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in Minnesota that provides online learning to students and is approved by MDE to provide online 
learning courses. 

 
 I. “Weighted grade” is a letter or numerical grade that is assigned a numerical advantage when 

calculating the grade point average. 
 
IV. TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS 
 

A. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Minnesota Public Secondary Schools 
 

1. The school district will accept and transfer secondary credits and grades awarded to a 
student from another Minnesota public secondary school upon presentation of a 
certified transcript from the transferring public secondary school evidencing the course 
taken and the grade and credit awarded. 

 
2. Credits and grades awarded from another Minnesota public secondary school may be 

used to compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned at least 12 credits 
from the school district.  

 
B. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Schools 

 
1. The school district will accept secondary credits and grades awarded to a student for 

courses successfully completed at a public school outside of Minnesota or an accredited 
nonpublic school upon presentation of a certified transcript from the transferring public 
school in another state or nonpublic school evidencing the course taken and the grade 
and credit awarded. 

 
a. When a determination is made that the content of the course aligns directly 

with school district graduation requirements, the student will be awarded 
commensurate credits and grades. 

 
 b. Commensurate credits and grades awarded from an accredited nonpublic 

school or public school in another state may be used to compute honor roll 
and/or class rank if a student has earned at least 12 credits from the school 
district.   

 
c. In the event the content of a course taken at an accredited nonpublic school or 

public school in another state does not fully align with the content of the school 
district’s high school graduation requirements but is comparable to elective 
credits offered by the school district for graduation, the student may be 
provided elective credit applied toward graduation requirements.  Credit that 
does not fully align with the school district’s high school graduation 
requirements will not be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank. 

 
d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school 

graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be provided to the student. 
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2. Students transferring from a non-accredited, nonpublic school shall receive credit from 
the school district upon presentation of a transcript or other documentation evidencing 
the course taken and grade and credit awarded. 

 
a. Students will be required to provide copies of course descriptions, syllabi, or 

work samples for determination of appropriate credit.  In addition, students also 
may be asked to provide interviews/conferences with the student and/or 
student’s parent and/or former administrator or teacher; review of a record of 
the student’s entire curriculum at the nonpublic school; and review of the 
student’s complete record of academic achievement. 

 
b. Where the school district determines that a course completed by a student at 

a non-accredited, nonpublic school is commensurate with school district 
graduation requirements, credit shall be awarded, but the grade shall be “P” 
(pass). 

 
c. In the event the content of a course taken at an non-accredited, nonpublic 

school does not fully align with the content of the school district’s high school 
graduation requirements but is comparable to elective credits offered by the 
school district for graduation, the student may be provided elective credit 
applied toward graduation requirements. 

 
d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which local high 

school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be provided to the 
student. 

 
e. Credit and grades earned from a non-accredited nonpublic school shall not be 

used to compute honor roll and/or class rank. 
 
V. POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT 
 

A. A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or program 
under Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 that has been approved as meeting the necessary requirements is 
not required to complete other requirements of the Minnesota Academic Standards content 
standards corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study. 

 
B. Secondary credits granted to a student through a post-secondary enrollment options course or 

program that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or requirement shall be counted toward 
the graduation and credit requirements of a student completing the Minnesota Academic 
Standards. 

 
1. Course credit will be considered by the school district only upon presentation of a 

certified transcript from an eligible institution evidencing the course taken and the grade 
and credit awarded. 

 
2. Seven quarter or four semester post-secondary credits shall equal at least one full year 
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of high school credit.  Fewer post-secondary credits may be prorated. 
 

3. When a determination is made that the content of the post-secondary course aligns 
directly with a required course for high school graduation, the commensurate credit and 
grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward 
graduation requirements. 

 
4. In the event the content of the post-secondary course does not fully align with the 

content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to elective 
credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district may provide 
elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective 
course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 

 
5. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school graduation 

credit would be provided, the school district will notify the Commissioner, who shall 
determine the number of credits that shall be granted to a student. 

 
6. When secondary credit is granted for post-secondary credits taken by a student, the 

school district will record those credits on the student’s transcript as credits earned at a 
post-secondary institution. 

 
C. A list of the courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be obtained from the 

school district. 
 
VI. CREDIT FROM ONLINE LEARNING COURSES 
 

A. Secondary credits granted to a student through an online learning course or program that meets 
or exceeds a graduation standard or requirement shall be counted toward the graduation and 
credit requirements of a student completing the Minnesota Academic Standards. 

 
B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the online learning 

provider evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit awarded to the student. 
 

C. When a student provides documentation from an online learning provider, the course credit and 
course grade shall be recorded and counted toward graduation credit requirements for all courses 
or programs that meet or exceed the school district’s graduation requirements in the same 
manner as credits are awarded for students transferring from another Minnesota public school 
as set forth in Section IV.A. above. 

 
VII. ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 

A. The school district will grant academic credit to a student attending an accelerated or advanced 
academic course offered by a higher education institution or a nonprofit public agency, other than 
the school district. 

 
B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the higher education 
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institution or nonprofit public agency that the student successfully completed the course attended 
and passed an examination approved by the school district. 

 
C. When a determination is made that the content of the advanced academic course aligns directly 

with a required course for high school graduation, the commensurate credit and grade will be 
recorded on the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 

 
D. In the event the content of the advanced academic course does not fully align with the content of 

a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to elective credits offered by the 
school district for graduation, the school district may provide elective credit and the grade will be 
recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective course credit applied toward graduation 
requirements. 

 
E. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school graduation credit 

would be provided, the school district will notify the Commissioner and request a determination 
of the number of credits that shall be granted to a student. 

 
VIII. WEIGHTED GRADES 
 
 A. The school district does not offer weighted grades. 
 
IX. PROCESS FOR AWARDING CREDIT 
 

A. The building principal will be responsible for carrying out the process to award credits and grades 
pursuant to this policy.  The building principal will notify students in writing of the decision as to 
how credits and grades will be awarded. 

 
B. A student or the student’s parent or guardian may seek reconsideration of the decision by the 

building principal as to credits and/or grades awarded upon request of a student or the student’s 
parent or guardian if the request is made in writing to the superintendent within five school days 
of the date of the building principal’s decision.  The request should set forth the credit and/or 
grade requested and the reason(s) why credit(s)/grade(s) should be provided as requested.  Any 
pertinent documentation in support of the request should be submitted. 

 
C. The decision of the superintendent as to the award of credits or grades shall be a final decision 

by the school district and shall not be appealable by the student or student’s parent or guardian 
except as set forth in Section IX.D. below. 

 
D. If a student disputes the number of credits granted by the school district for a particular post-

secondary enrollment course, online learning course, or advanced academic credit course, the 
student may appeal the school district’s decision to the Commissioner.  The decision of the 
Commissioner shall be final. 

 
E. At any time during the process, the building principal or superintendent may ask for course 

descriptions, syllabi, or work samples from a course where content of the course is in question 
for purposes of determining alignment with graduation requirements or the number of credits to 
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be granted.  Students will not be provided credit until requested documentation is available for 
review, if requested. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.14 (Advanced Academic Credit) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 (Nonpublic Education Council) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03, Subd. 9 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (Online Learning Option) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required Assessment for 
Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 22) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English Language 
Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social Studies) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

NB Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 
NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
NB Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
NB Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEPs, 
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 
NB Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
NB Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 
NB Policy 624 (Online Learning Options) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 
Orig. 2023 

Revised:                                Rev. 2025 
 
 

624 ONLINE INSTRUCTION  

 
[NOTE: In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature repealed the Online Learning Option Act 
(Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.095) and replaced it with the Online Instruction 

Act (Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.094). This policy fully replaces the old Model 
Policy 624]. 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online instruction options of students 
enrolled in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address enrollment of 

students with an online instruction site for supplemental or full-time online learning. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
A. The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in online 

instruction. 

 
B. The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of an 

online instruction course or program. 
 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. "Blended instruction" means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student 

learns part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through online instruction 
under paragraph (E). 

 

B. "Digital instruction" means instruction facilitated by technology that offers students an 
element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of learning and includes blended 
and online instruction. 

 

C. "Enrolling district" means the school district in which a student is enrolled under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.05, subdivision 8, or chapter 124E.120A.22, 
subdivision 4. 

 
D. "Online course syllabus" means a written document that identifies the state academic 

standards taught and assessed in a supplemental online course under paragraph (I); 

course content outline; required course assessments; instructional methods; 
communication procedures with students, guardians, and the enrolling district under 
paragraph (C); and supports available to the student. 

 

E. "Online instruction" means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student learns 
primarily through digital technology away from a supervised physical setting. 

 

F. "Online instructional site" means a site that offers courses using online instruction under 
paragraph (E) and may enroll students receiving online instruction under paragraph (E). 

 

G. "Online teacher" means an employee of the enrolling district under paragraph (C) or the 
supplemental online course provider under paragraph (J) who holds the appropriate 
licensure under Minnesota Rules, chapter 8710, and is trained to provide online 
instruction under paragraph (E). 

 
H. "Student" means a Minnesota resident enrolled in a school defined under Minnesota 

Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 4, in kindergarten through grade 12 up to the 
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age of 21. 
 

I. "Supplemental online course" means an online learning course taken in place of a course 
provided by the student's enrolling district under paragraph (C). 

 

J. "Supplemental online course provider" means a school district, an intermediate school 

district, a state-operated school, an organization of two or more school districts 
operating under a joint powers agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that 
is authorized by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) to provide supplemental 

online courses under paragraph (I). 
 

IV. DIGITAL INSTRUCTION  

 
A. An enrolling district may provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and 

online instruction, to the district's own enrolled students. Enrolling districts may 
establish agreements to provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and 

online instruction, to students enrolled in the cooperating schools. 
 
B. When online instruction is provided, an online teacher shall perform all duties of teacher 

of record under Minnesota Rules, part 8710.0310. Unless the Commissioner of MDE 
grants a waiver, a teacher providing online instruction shall not instruct more than 40 
students in any one online learning course or section. 

 
C. Students receiving online instruction full time shall be reported as enrolled in an online 

instructional site. 
 

D. Curriculum used for digital instruction shall be aligned with Minnesota's current 
academic standards and benchmarks. 

 

E. Digital instruction shall be accessible to students under sections 504 and 508 of the 
federal Rehabilitation Act and Title II of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

F. An enrolling district providing digital instruction and a supplemental online course 
provider shall assist an enrolled student whose family qualifies for the education tax 
credit under Minnesota Statutes, section 290.0674 to acquire computer hardware and 
educational software so they may participate in digital instruction. Funds provided to a 

family to support digital instruction or supplemental online courses may only be used 
for qualifying expenses as determined by the provider. Nonconsumable materials 
purchased with public education funds remain the property of the provider. Records for 

any funds provided must be available for review by the public or MDE. 
 
G. An enrolling district providing digital instruction shall establish and document procedures 

for determining attendance for membership and keep accurate records of daily 
attendance under Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.21. 

 
V. SUPPLEMENTAL ONLINE COURSES 

 
A. Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, sections 124D.03 and 124D.08 and Minnesota 

Statutes, chapter 124E, procedures for applying to take supplemental online courses 

other than those offered by the student's enrolling district are as provided in this 
subdivision. 

 

B. Any kindergarten through grade 12 student may apply to take a supplemental online 
course. The student, or the student's parent or guardian for a student under age 17, 
must submit an application for the proposed supplemental online course or courses. A 
student may: 

 
1. apply to take an online course from a supplemental online course provider that 

meets or exceeds the academic standards of the course in the enrolling district 
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they are replacing; 
 

2. apply to take supplemental online courses for up to 50 percent of the student's 
scheduled course load;  

 

3. apply to take supplemental online courses no later than 15 school days after the 

student's enrolling district's term has begun. An enrolling district may waive the 
50 percent course enrollment limit or the 15-day time limit; and 

 

4. enroll in additional courses with the online learning provider under a separate 
agreement that includes terms for paying any tuition or course fees. 

 

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature added this provision.] 
 
C. A student taking a supplemental online course must have the same access to the 

computer hardware and education software available in a school as all other students in 

the enrolling district. 
 
D. A supplemental online course provider must have a current, approved application to be 

listed by MDE as an approved provider. The supplemental online course provider must: 
 

1. use an application form specified by MDE; 

 
2. notify the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and 

enrolling district of the accepted application to take a supplemental online course 
within ten days of receiving a completed application; 

 
3. notify the enrolling district of the course title, credits to be awarded, and the 

start date of the online course. A supplemental online course provider must 

make the online course syllabus available to the enrolling district; 
 

4. request applicable academic support information for the student, including a 

copy of the IEP, EL support plan, or 504 plan; and 
 
5. track student attendance and monitor academic progress and communicate with 

the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and the 

enrolling district's designated online learning liaison. 
 
E. A supplemental online course provider may limit enrollment if the provider's school 

board or board of directors adopts by resolution specific standards for accepting and 
rejecting students' applications. The provisions may not discriminate against any 
protected class or students with disabilities. 

 
F. A supplemental online course provider may request that MDE review an enrolling 

district's written decision to not accept a student's supplemental online course 
application. The student may participate in the supplemental online course while the 

application is under review. Decisions shall be final and binding for both the enrolling 
district and the supplemental online course provider. 

 

G. A supplemental online course provider must participate in continuous improvement 
cycles with MDE. 

 

VI. ENROLLING DISTRICT  
 

A. An enrolling district may not restrict or prevent a student from applying to take 
supplemental online courses. 

 
B. An enrolling district may request an online course syllabus to review whether the 

academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the 
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course it would replace at the enrolling district. 
 

C. Within 15 days after receiving notice of a student applying to take a supplemental online 
course, the enrolling district must notify the supplemental online course provider 
whether the student, the student's guardian, and the enrolling district agree that 

academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the 

course it would replace at the enrolling district. If the enrolling district does not agree 
that the academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards 
in the course it would replace at the enrolling district, then: 

 
1. the enrolling district must provide a written explanation of the district's decision 

to the student, the student's guardian, and the supplemental online course 

provider; and 
 
2. the online provider must provide a response to the enrolling district explaining 

how the course or program meets the graduation requirements of the enrolling 

district. 
 

D. An enrolling district may reduce the course schedule of a student taking supplemental 

online courses in proportion to the number of supplemental online learning courses the 
student takes. 

 

E. An enrolling district must appoint an online learning liaison who: 
 

1. provides information to students and families about supplemental online 
courses; 

 
2. provides academic support information including IEPs, EL support plans, and 

504 plans to supplemental online providers; and 

 
3. monitors attendance and academic progress, and communicates with 

supplemental online learning providers, students, families, and enrolling district 

staff. 
 

F. An enrolling district must continue to provide support services to students taking 
supplemental online courses as they would for any other enrolled student including 

support for English learners, case management of an individualized education program, 
and meal and nutrition services for eligible students. 

 

G. An online learning student must receive academic credit for completing the requirements 
of a supplemental online learning course. If a student completes an online learning 
course that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or the grade progression 

requirement at the enrolling district, that standard or requirement is met. 
 
H. Secondary credits granted to a supplemental online learning student count toward the 

graduation and credit requirements of the enrolling district. The enrolling district must 

apply the same graduation requirements to all students, including students taking 
supplemental online courses. 

 

I. An enrolling district must provide access to extracurricular activities for students taking 
supplemental online courses on the same basis as any other enrolled student. 

 

VII. REPORTING  
  

Courses that include blended instruction and online instruction must be reported in the manner 
determined by the Commissioner of MDE. 

 
LEGAL REFERENCES: Minn. Stat. § 120A.21 (Enrollment of a Student in Foster Care) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 
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Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Act) 

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board’s Approval to Enroll in 
Nonresident District; Exceptions) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act) 

Minn. Rules Ch. 8710 (Teacher and Other School Professional 

Licensing) 
 
CROSS REFERENCES:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning) 
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I. PURPOSE  

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online learning options of students 
enrolled in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address 
enrollment of students with an online learning provider for supplemental or full-time 
online learning.  

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY  

A. The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in 
online learning.  

B. The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of 
an online learning course or program.  

C. The school district shall allow an online learning student to have the same 
access to the computer hardware and education software available in the school 
district as all other students in the school district.  

D. The school district shall continue to provide non-academic services to online 
learning students.  

E. Online learning students may participate in the extracurricular activities of the 
school district on the same basis as other enrolled students.  

III. DEFINITIONS  

A. “Enrolling district” means the school district or charter school in which a student 
is enrolled under Minnesota Statutes Section 120A.22, Subd. 4 for purposes of 
compulsory education.  

B. “Full-time online provider” means an enrolling school authorized by the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) to deliver comprehensive public 
education at any or all of the elementary, middle, or high school levels.  

C. “Online course syllabus" is a written document that an online learning provider 
transmits to the enrolling school district using a format prescribed by the 
commissioner of education (“commissioner”) to identify the state academic 
standards embedded in an online course, the course content outline, required 
course assessments, expectations for actual teacher contact time and other 
student-to-teacher communications, and the academic support available to the 
online learning student.  

D. ''Online learning” is an interactive course or program that delivers instruction from 
a teacher to a student by computer, is combined with other traditional delivery 
methods that include frequent student assessment and may include actual 
teacher contact time, and meets or exceeds state academic standards.  
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E. “Online learning student” is a student enrolled in an online learning course or 
program delivered by an authorized online learning provider.  

F. “Online learning provider” is a school district, an intermediate school district, or 
an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers 
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that provides online learning 
to students.  

G.  “Student” is a Minnesota resident enrolled in a public school, a nonpublic school, 
church or religious organization, or home school in which a child is provided 
instruction in compliance with Minnesota Statutes Sections 120A.22 and 
120A.24.  

H. “Supplemental online learning” means an online course taken in place of a 
course period during the regular school day at a local district school.  

IV. PROCEDURES  

A. Dissemination and Receipt of Information  

1. The school district shall make available information about online learning 
to all interested people. The school district may utilize the list of approved 
online learning providers and online learning courses and programs 
developed, published, and maintained by MDE.  

2. The school district will receive and maintain information provided to it by 
online learning providers.  

3. The online learning provider must report or make available information on 
an individual student's progress and accumulated credit to the student, 
the student's parent, and the enrolling district in a manner specified by the 
commissioner unless the enrolling district and the online learning provider 
agree to a different form of notice and notify the commissioner.  

4. The enrolling district must designate a contact person to help facilitate 
and monitor the student's academic progress and accumulated credits 
towards graduation.  

B. Student Enrollment 

1. A student may apply for full-time enrollment in an approved online 
learning program. The student must have the written consent of a parent 
or guardian to do so if the student is under eighteen (18) years of age.  

2. The student and the student’s parents must submit an application to the 
online learning provider and identify the student’s reason for enrolling. An 
online learning provider that accepts a student under this section must  
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notify the student and the enrolling district in writing within ten days if the 
enrolling district is not the online learning provider. The student and the 
student’s parent must notify the online learning provider of the student’s 
intent to enroll in online learning within ten days of being accepted, at 
which time the student and the student’s parent must sign a statement 
indicating that they have reviewed the online course or program and 
understand the expectations of enrolling in online learning. The online 
learning provider must use a form provided by MDE to notify the enrolling 
district of the student’s application to enroll in online learning.  

3. The supplemental online learning notice to the enrolling district when a 
student applies to the online learning provider will include the courses or 
program, credits to be awarded and the start date of the online course or 
program. An online learning provider must make available the 
supplemental online course syllabus to the enrolling district. Within 15 
days after the online learning provider makes information in this 
paragraph available to the enrolling district, the enrolling district must 
notify the online provider whether the student, the student's parent, and 
the enrolling district agree or disagree that the course meets the enrolling 
district’s graduation requirements. A student may enroll in a supplemental 
online learning course up to the midpoint of the school district’s term. The 
school district may waive this requirement for special circumstances and  
with the agreement of the online learning provider.  

4. An online learning course or program that meets or exceeds a graduation 
standard or the grade progression requirement of the enrolling district as 
described in the provider's online course syllabus meets the 
corresponding graduation requirements applicable to the student in the 
enrolling district. If the enrolling district does not agree that the course or 
program meets its graduation requirements, then:  

a. the enrolling district must make available an explanation of its 
decision to the student, the student's parent, and the online 
provider; and  

b. the online provider may make available a response to the enrolling 
district, showing how the course or program meets the graduation 
requirements of the enrolling district.  

5. An online learning student may enroll in supplemental online learning 
courses equal to a maximum of 50 percent of the student’s full schedule 
of courses per term during a single school year and the student may 
exceed the supplemental online learning registration limit if the enrolling 
district permits supplemental online learning enrollment above the limit, or 
if the enrolling district and the online learning provider agree to the 
instructional services. To enroll in more than 50 percent of the student’s 
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6.  full schedule of courses per term in online learning, the student must 
qualify to exceed the supplemental online learning registration limit or 
apply to enroll in an approved full-time online learning program consistent 
with Paragraph IV.B.2 above. Full-time online learning students may 
enroll in classes at a local school under a contract for instructional 
services between the online learning provider and the school district. 

7. An online learning student may complete course work at a grade level 
that is different from the student’s current grade level. 

8. An online learning student may enroll in additional courses with the online 
learning provider under a separate agreement that includes terms for 
paying any tuition or course fees. 

C. Classroom Membership and Teacher Contact Time 

1. The enrolling district may reduce an online learning student’s regular 
classroom instructional membership in proportion to the student’s 
membership in online learning courses.  

2. The school district may reduce the course schedule of an online learning 
student in proportion to the number of online learning courses the student 
takes from an online learning provider other than the school district.  

3. A teacher with a Minnesota license must assemble and deliver instruction 
to enrolled students receiving online learning from an enrolling district. 
The delivery of instruction occurs when the student interacts with the 
computer or the teacher and receives ongoing assistance and 
assessment of learning. The instruction may include curriculum 
developed by persons other than a teacher holding a Minnesota license.  

4. The online provider must give the commissioner written assurance that: 
(1) all courses meet state academic standards; and (2) the online learning 
curriculum, instruction and assessment, expectations for actual teacher 
contact time or other student-teacher communications and academic 
support meet nationally recognized standards and are described as such 
in an online syllabus that meets the commissioner’s requirements.  

D. Academic Credit; Graduation Standards or Requirements 

1. The school district shall apply the same graduation requirements to all 
students, including online learning students.  

2. The school district shall use the same criteria for accepting online 
learning credits or courses as it does for accepting credits or courses for 
nonresident transfer students under Minnesota law.  
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3. The school district may challenge the validity of a course offered by an 
online learning provider. Such a challenge will be filed with MDE.  

4. The school district shall count secondary credits granted to an online 
learning student toward its graduation and credit requirements.  

5. If a student completes an online learning course or program that meets or 
exceeds a graduation standard or grade progression requirement at the 
school district, that standard or requirement will be met.  

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)  

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)  
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42, Subd. 1 (Curriculum; Electronic Components)  
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)  
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act)  
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (Online Learning Option Act)  

 
Cross References: NB Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students)  

NB Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)  
NB Policy 5135 (Fees) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 710 
                  Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 202212 
 
 

710 EXTRACURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION 

 
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to make clear to students, parents, and staff the school district’s 
policy regarding extracurricular transportation. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The determination as to whether to provide transportation for students, spectators, or 

participants to and from extracurricular activities shall be made solely by the school district 
administration.  This determination shall include, but is not limited to, the decision to provide 
transportation, the persons to be transported, the type or method to be utilized, all 

transportation scheduling and coordination, and any other transportation arrangements or 
decisions.  Employees who are involved in extracurricular activities shall be advised by the 
administration as to the transportation arrangements made, if any. 

 
III. ARRANGEMENT OF EXTRACURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION 
 

School district employees shall not undertake independent arrangement, scheduling, or 

coordination of transportation for extracurricular activities unless specifically directed or 
approved by the school district administration.  All transportation arrangements made by a 
school district employee must be approved by a building administrator.  If the school district 

makes no arrangements for extracurricular transportation, students who wish to participate are 
responsible for arranging for or providing their own transportation.  

 

IV. NO EMPLOYEE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS WITH PERSONAL VEHICLES 
 

An employee must not use a personal vehicle to transport one or more students except as 
provided herein. However, employees may make appropriate transportation arrangements for 

students as necessary in an emergency or other unforeseeable circumstance. 
 
In a nonemergency situation, an employee must get prior, written approval from the 

administration before transporting a student in a personal vehicle.  If a school vehicle is 
available, the employee will use the school vehicle.  The administration has the sole discretion 
to make a final determination as to the appropriate use of a personal vehicle to transport one 

or more students. 
 
If any emergency transportation arrangements are made by employees pursuant to this section, 
the relevant facts and circumstances shall be reported to the administration as soon thereafter 

as practicable. 
 
All vehicles used to transport students shall be properly registered and insured. 

 
[Note:  This policy provides that employees may use a personal vehicle to transport students 
in an emergency or other unforeseeable circumstance.  An “emergency or other 

unforeseeable circumstance” does not include situations where regular transportation is 
available or scheduled.  
 
 

For example, if a scheduled extracurricular event occurs outside of the school district and the 
school district transports a team or group of students to and from the event, an employee 
would be prohibited by law from using a personal vehicle to transport some students to the 

event.  In contrast, if a student attending this same event became ill or injured and required 
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immediate transportation home or to a health care facility, the exigent need to transport one 
student would not constitute regular or scheduled transportation.  An employee would have 

authority to transport the student in a personal vehicle under these circumstances, if using a 
vehicle that is properly registered and insured.  The expectation of the school district is that 
the employee would immediately contact administration about these circumstances to ensure 

oversight of the employee’s use of this exception. 

 
Nonregular and nonscheduled transportation also would include situations where some 
notice may be provided of the need for transportation to a nonscheduled event for which 

transportation generally is not provided by the school district.  For example, a group of 
students may participate in a scheduled debate competition for which regular school district 
transportation is provided.  Two students advance to a regional competition the following 

day.  Transportation would not have been scheduled to the regional competition as the 
students’ advancement was not predicted.  These circumstances may justify an employee’s 
use of a personal vehicle to transport the two students to the regional competition, if the 
vehicle is properly registered and insured.  Because the employee has sufficient time to 

contact an administrator, advance written permission by an administrator would be expected 
for the purpose of overseeing that the reasons for an employee using a personal vehicle 
comply with the requirements of the law.] 

 
V. FEES 
 

In its discretion, the school district may charge fees for transportation of students to and from 
extracurricular activities conducted at locations other than school, where attendance is optional. 

 
 

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subd. 71(a) (Definitions of a School Bus) 
Minn. Stat. § 169.454, Subd. 13 (Type III Vehicle Standards – 

Exemption) 
 

Cross References:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy) 
 MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 2, Transportation 
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Extracurricular Transportation       710 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy 710 
Adopted:   April 10, 2014 
Revised:   
Effective:  April 10, 2014   710 Extracurricular Transportation, page 1 of 2 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to make clear to students, parents, and staff the school district’s policy 
regarding extracurricular transportation. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The determination as to whether to provide transportation for students, spectators, or participants to and 
from extracurricular activities shall be made solely by the school district administration.  This 
determination shall include, but is not limited to, the decision to provide transportation, the persons to be 
transported, the type or method to be utilized, all transportation scheduling and coordination, and any 
other transportation arrangements or decisions.  Employees who are involved in extracurricular activities 
shall be advised by the administration as to the transportation arrangements made, if any. 

 
III. ARRANGEMENT OF EXTRACURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION 
 

School district employees shall not undertake independent arrangement, scheduling, or coordination of 
transportation for extracurricular activities unless specifically directed or approved by the school district 
administration.  All transportation arrangements made by a school district employee must be approved 
by a building administrator.  If the school district makes no arrangements for extracurricular 
transportation, students who wish to participate are responsible for arranging for or providing their own 
transportation.  

 
IV. NO EMPLOYEE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS WITH PERSONAL VEHICLES 
 

An employee must not use a personal vehicle to transport one or more students except as provided 
herein. However, employees may make appropriate transportation arrangements for students as 
necessary in an emergency or other unforeseeable circumstance. 
 
In a nonemergency situation, an employee must get prior, written approval from the administration 
before transporting a student in a personal vehicle.  If a school vehicle is available, the employee will 
use the school vehicle.  The administration has the sole discretion to make a final determination as to 
the appropriate use of a personal vehicle to transport one or more students. 
 
If any emergency transportation arrangements are made by employees pursuant to this section, the 
relevant facts and circumstances shall be reported to the administration as soon thereafter as 
practicable. 
 
All vehicles used to transport students shall be properly registered and insured. 

 
V. FEES 
 

In its discretion, the school district may charge fees for transportation of students to and from 
extracurricular activities conducted at locations other than school, where attendance is optional. 
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Extracurricular Transportation       710 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy 710 
Adopted:   April 10, 2014 
Revised:   
Effective:  April 10, 2014   710 Extracurricular Transportation, page 2 of 2 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subd. 71(a) (Definition of a School Bus) 
Minn. Stat. § 169.454, Subd. 13 (Type III Vehicle Standards – Exemption) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 610 (Field Trips) 

NB Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy) 
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 2, Transportation 
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STUDENTS   
 
Early Entrance to Kindergarten                                                  598-NB 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  Policy #598-NB 

Adopted:  June 16, 2016  

Replaced:   

Revised:   

Effective:  June 16, 2016                   598-NB Early Entrance to Kindergarten Page 1 of 1  

 
I. PURPOSE  

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to professional staff and parents regarding early 
entrance to kindergarten. 
 

II.  GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY  

 

A.   The policy of the school district is to fully comply with Minn. Stat. § 124D.02 requiring school 

districts to have a board-adopted policy for early admission to kindergarten for select students.  

 

B.  The school district will adopt procedures that establish a comprehensive evaluation for early 

admission to kindergarten. 

 

 

 Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 124D.02 (Kindergarten Enrollment) 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 608 
    Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 20242 
 
608 INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES – SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 

[NOTE: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory and regulatory 
requirements.] 

 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the position of the school board on the need to provide 

special educational services to some students in the school district. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school board recognizes that some students need special education and further recognizes 
the importance of providing a free appropriate public education and delivery system for students 
in need of special education. 

 
III. CHILDREN BIRTH THROUGH AGE SIX EXPERIENCING DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS 
 

A. "Child with a disability" means a child identified under federal and state special education 
law as deaf or hard-of-hearing, blind or visually impaired, deafblind, or having a speech 
or language impairment, a physical impairment, other health disability, developmental 
cognitive disability, an emotional or behavioral disorder, specific learning disability, 

autism spectrum disorder, traumatic brain injury, or severe multiple impairments, and 
who needs special education and related services, as determined by the rules of the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and Families for children 

from birth through age two and by the rules of the Commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Education for all other children. A licensed physician, an advanced 

practice registered nurse, a physician assistant, or a licensed psychologist is qualified to 

make a diagnosis and determination of attention deficit disorder or attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder for purposes of identifying a child with a disability. 

 
B. In addition to Paragraph A, every child under age three and, at local district discretion, 

every child from age three through age six, who needs special instruction and services, 
as determined by the rules of the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of 
Children, Youth, and Families for children under age three and by the rules of the 

Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education for children ages three through 
six, because the child has a substantial delay or has a diagnosed physical or mental 
condition or disorder with a high probability of resulting in developmental delay is a child 

with a disability. 
 
C. A child with a short-term or temporary physical or emotional illness or disability, as 

determined by the rules of the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Children, 

Youth, and Families for children from birth through age two and by the rules of the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education for all other children, is not a 
child with a disability. 

 
[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature revised these provisions in part to 
account for the responsibilities of the new Department of Children, Youth, and 

Families.  The provisions quote Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.02.] 
 
IV. RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. The school board accepts its responsibility to identify, evaluate, and provide special 
education and related services for disabled children with a disability who are properly 
the responsibility of the school district and who meet the criteria to qualify for special 

education and related services as set forth in Minnesota and federal law. 
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B. The school district shall ensure that all qualified children with a disability are provided 

special education and related services that are appropriate to their educational needs. 
 

C. When such services require or result from interagency cooperation, the school district 

shall participate in such interagency activities in compliance with applicable federal and 

state law. 
 
D. The school district may conduct an assessment for developmental adapted physical 

education, as defined in Minnesota Rules, part 3525.1352, as a stand-alone evaluation 
without conducting a comprehensive evaluation of the student in accordance with prior 
written notice provisions in Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.091, subdivision 3a. A 

parent or guardian may request that the school district conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of the parent's or guardian's student. 

 
[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted paragraph D. This provision is 

permissive, not mandatory.  A school board can decide whether to add it to a 
policy.] 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Stat. § 125A.02 (Child with a Disability Defined) 
Minn. Stat. § 125A.027 (Rulemaking) 

Minn. Stat. § 125A.03 (Special Instruction for Children with a Disability)  
Minn. Stat. § 125A.08 (Individualized Education Programs) 
Minn. Stat. § 125A.15 (Placement in Another District; Responsibility)  
Minn. Stat. § 125A.29 (Responsibilities of County Boards and School Boards)) 

20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination Policy) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 508 (Extended School Year for Certain Students with 
Individualized Education Programs) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) 
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Instructional Services – Special Education     608 

 

North Branch Independent School District No. 138:  District Policy 608 
Adopted:  March 14, 2013 
Replaced: 
Revised:   
Effective:  March 14, 2013   608 Instructional Services – Special Education, page 1 of 1 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the position of the school board on the need to provide special 
educational services to some students in the school district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school board recognizes that some students need special education and further recognizes the 
importance of providing a free appropriate public education and delivery system for students in need of 
special education. 

 
III. RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

A. The school board accepts its responsibility to identify, evaluate, and provide special education 
and related services for disabled children who are properly the responsibility of the school 
district and who meet the criteria to qualify for special education and related services as set 
forth in Minnesota and federal law. 

 
B. The school district shall ensure that all qualified disabled children are provided special 

education and related services which are appropriate to their educational needs. 
 

C. When such services require or result from interagency cooperation, the school district shall 
participate in such interagency activities in compliance with applicable federal and state law. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 

Minn. Stat. § 125A.02 (Definition of Child with a Disability) 
Minn. Stat. §§ 125A.027, 125A.03, 125A.08, 125A.15, and 125A.29 (District 
Obligations) 
20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 
2004) 

 
Cross References: NB Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination Policy) 

NB Policy 508 (Extended School Year for Certain Students with Individualized 
Education Programs) 
NB Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 
NB Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) 
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