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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 532

Orig. 2003

Revised: Rev. 2023

532

II.

III.

USE OF PEACE OFFICERS AND CRISIS TEAMS TO REMOVE STUDENTS WITH IEPs FROM
SCHOOL GROUNDS

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to describe the appropriate use of peace officers and crisis teams
to remove, if necessary, a student with an individualized education program (IEP) from school
grounds.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district is committed to promoting learning environments that are safe for all
members of the school community. It further believes that students are the first priority and
that they should be reasonably protected from physical or emotional harm at all school locations
and during all school activities.

In general, all students, including those with IEPs, are subject to the terms of the school district’s
discipline policy. Building level administrators have the leadership responsibility to maintain a
safe, secure, and orderly educational environment within which learning can occur. Corrective
action to discipline a student and/or modify a student’s behavior will be taken by staff when a
student’s behavior violates the school district’s discipline policy.

If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which, in the judgment of school personnel,
endangers or may endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff
members, or school property, that student may be removed from school grounds in accordance
with this policy.

DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this policy, the following terms have the meaning given them in this section:

A. “Crisis team” means a group of persons, which may include teachers and non-teaching
school personnel, selected by the building administrator in each school building who
have received crisis intervention training and are responsible for becoming actively
involved with resolving crises. The building administrator or designee shall serve as the
leader of the crisis team.

B. “Emergency” means a situation where immediate intervention is needed to protect a
child or other individual from physical injury.
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Iv.

“Peace officer” means an employee or an elected or appointed official of a political
subdivision or law enforcement agency who is licensed by the Board of Peace Officer
Standards and Training, charged with the prevention and detection of crime and the
enforcement of general criminal laws of the state and who has the full power of arrest.
The term “peace officer” includes a person who serves as a sheriff, a deputy sheriff, a
police officer, or a state patrol trooper.

“Police liaison officer” is a peace officer who, pursuant to an agreement between the
school district and a political subdivision or law enforcement agency, is assigned to a
school building for all or a portion of the school day to provide law enforcement
assistance and support to the building administration and to promote school safety,
security, and positive relationships with students.

The phrase “remove the student from school grounds” is the act of securing the person
of a student with an IEP and escorting that student from the school building or school
activity at which the student with an IEP is located.

“Student with an IEP” or “the student” means a student who is eligible to receive special
education and related services pursuant to the terms of an IEP or an individual
interagency intervention plan (IIIP).

All other terms and phrases used in this policy shall be defined in accordance with
applicable state and federal law or ordinary and customary usage.

REMOVAL OF STUDENTS WITH IEPs FROM SCHOOL GROUNDS

A.

Removal By Crisis Team

If the behavior of a student with an IEP escalates to the point where the student’s
behavior endangers or may endanger the health, safety, or property of the student,
other students, staff members, or school property, the school building’s crisis team may
be summoned. The crisis team may attempt to de-escalate the student’s behavior by
means including, but not limited to, those described in the student’s IEP and/or behavior
intervention plan. When such measures fail, or when the crisis team determines that
the student’s behavior continues to endanger or may endanger the health, safety, or
property of the student, other students, staff members, or school property, the crisis
team may remove the student from school grounds.

If the student’s behavior cannot be safely managed, school personnel may immediately
request assistance from the police liaison officer or a peace officer.

Removal By Police Liaison Officer or Peace Officer

If a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may endanger the
health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members, or school
property, the school building’s crisis team, building administrator, or the building
administrator’s designee, may request that the police liaison officer or a peace officer
remove the student from school grounds.

If a student with an IEP is restrained or removed from a classroom, school building, or
school grounds by a peace officer at the request of a school administrator or school staff
person during the school day twice in a 30-day period, the student’s IEP team must
meet to determine if the student’s IEP is adequate or if additional evaluation is needed.

Whether or not a student with an IEP engages in conduct which endangers or may
endanger the health, safety, or property of the student, other students, staff members,
or school property, school district personnel may report a crime committed by a student
with an IEP to appropriate authorities. If the school district reports a crime committed
by a student with an IEP, school personnel shall transmit copies of the special education
and disciplinary records of the student for consideration by appropriate authorities to
whom it reports the crime, to the exgent that the transmission is permitted by the Family
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Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act, and school district’s policy, Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records.

[Note: If the school district uses a different reference name for its student
records policy, insert that name in place of the reference to Protection and
Privacy of Pupil Records, which is the title of MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515.]

The fact that a student with an IEP is covered by special education law does not prevent
state law enforcement and judicial authorities from exercising their responsibilities with
regard to the application of federal and state law to crimes committed by a student with

an IEP.

Reasonable Force Permitted

1.

In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, a building administrator,
other crisis team members, or the police liaison officer or other agents of the
school district, whether or not members of a crisis team, may use reasonable
force when it is necessary under the circumstances to correct or restrain a
student or prevent bodily harm or death to another

In removing a student with an IEP from school grounds, police liaison officers
and school district personnel are further prohibited from engaging in the
following conduct:

a. Corporal punishment prohibited by Minnesota Statutes, section
121A.58;
b.. Requiring a child to assume and maintain a specified physical position,

activity, or posture that induces physical pain;

[

Totally or partially restricting a child’s senses as punishment;

o

Denying or restricting a child’s access to equipment and devices such as
walkers, wheelchairs, hearing aids, and communication boards that
facilitate the child’s functioning except when temporarily removing the
equipment or device is needed to prevent injury to the child or others
or serious damage to the equipment or device, in which case the
equipment or device shall be returned to the child as soon as possible;

o

Interacting with a child in a manner that constitutes sexual abuse,
neglect, or physical abuse under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 260E;

I=h

Physical holding (as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0941)
that restricts or impairs a child’s ability to breathe, restricts or impairs
a child’s ability to communicate distress, places pressure or weight on a
child’s head, throat, neck, chest, lungs, sternum, diaphragm, back, or
abdomen, or results in straddling a child’s torso;

g. Withholding regularly scheduled meals or water; and/or
h. Denying a child access to toilet facilities.

Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582;

609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile or
limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of physical
restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is barred shall
be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a restrictive
procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an unauthorized or
untrained staff person.
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D. Parental Notification

The building administrator or designee shall make reasonable efforts to notify the
student’s parent or guardian of the student’s removal from school grounds as soon as
possible following the removal.

E. Continued Removals; Review of IEP

Continued and repeated use of the removal process described herein must be reviewed
in the development of the individual student’s IEP or IIIP.

F. Effect of Policy in an Emergency; Use of Restrictive Procedures

A student with an IEP may be removed in accordance with this policy regardless of
whether the student’s conduct would create an emergency.

If the school district seeks to remove a student with an IEP from school grounds under
this policy due to behaviors that constitute an emergency and the student’s IEP, IIIP, or
behavior intervention plan authorizes the use of one or more restrictive procedures, the
crisis team may employ those restrictive procedures, in addition to any reasonable force
that may be necessary, to facilitate the student’s removal from school grounds, as long
as the crisis team members who are implementing the restrictive procedures have
received the training required by Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0942,
subdivisionSubd- 5, and otherwise comply with the requirements of section§ 125A.0942.

G. Reporting to the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)

Annually, stakeholders may recommend, as necessary, to the Commissioner of MDE
(Commissioner) specific and measurable implementation and outcome goals for
reducing the use of restrictive procedures. The Commissioner must submit to the
Legislature a report on districts’ progress in reducing the use of restrictive procedures
that recommends how to further reduce these procedures and eliminate the use of
seclusion. By January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15 of each year, districts must
report, in a form and manner determined by the Commissioner, about individual
students who have been secluded. By July 15 each year, districts must report summary
data. The summary data must include information on the use of restrictive procedures
for the prior school year, July 1 through June 30, including the use of reasonable force
by school personnel that is consistent with the definition of physical holding or seclusion
of a child with a disability.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.67 (Removal by Police Officer)
Minn. Stat. §§ 125A.094-125A.0942 (Restrictive Procedures for Children with
Disabilities)
Minn. Stat. § 609.06 (Authorized Use of Force)
Minn. Stat. § 609.379 (Permitted Actions)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy (FERPA))
20 U.S.C. § 1415(k)(6) (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
34 C.F.R. § 300.535 (Referral to and Action by Law Enforcement and Judicial
Authorities)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507 (Corporal Punishment)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 8§6 (Crisis Management Policy)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613

Orig. 1997

Revised: Rev. 2023

613

II1.

I1I1.

IV.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

[Note: The requirements set forth in this policy govern the graduation standards that
Minnesota public schools must require for a high school diploma for all students.]

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school district.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students entering grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school
year and later must demonstrate, as determined by the school district, their satisfactory
completion of the credit requirements and their understanding of academic standards. The
school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or exceed state graduation
requirements established in law or rule.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or a
student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

B. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement developed for a
student eligible by law for special education and services.

C. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first language
is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted by lack of English
language proficiency.

D. “Required standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning
in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, physical
education, and the arts, and (2) a locally adopted expectation for student learning in
health.

E. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or

modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs of an
individual student with disabilities.

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR
( Position Title ) shall be named the District Assessment Coordinator. Said

person shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring recommendations to the school
board annually for approval.

GRADUATION ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

For students enrolled in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, students’ state
graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to student education
and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, include the following:

A. Achievement and career and collegg readiness in mathematics, reading, and writing, as
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VI.

measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined benchmarks
focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students, their parents,
and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable chance to
succeed in a career or college without the need for postsecondary remediation and which
facilitates the monitoring of students’ continuous development of and growth in requisite
knowledge and skills; analysis of students’ progress and performance levels,
identification of students’ academic strengths and diagnosis of areas where students
require curriculum or instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation;
and determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on analysis
of students’ progress and performance data; and

Consistent with this paragraph and Minnesota Statutes section 120B.125 (see Policy
604, Section II.H.), age-appropriate exploration and planning activities and career
assessments to encourage students to identify personally relevant career interests and
aptitudes and help students and their families develop a regularly reexamined transition
plan for postsecondary education or employment without need for postsecondary
remediation.

Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state graduation
requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified alternative
assessments.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must receive
targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction which may include
a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on improving the student’s
knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student has a reasonable chance to
succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary remediation.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who are
students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for a career or
college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate in courses and
programs awarding college credit to high school students. Students are not required to
achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on an assessment to graduate from high
school.

A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the
student’s high school transcript.

GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Students beginning 8% grade in the 2012-2013 school year and later must successfully complete,
as determined by the school district, the following high school level credits for graduation:

A.

Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in English
language arts;

Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its equivalent, sufficient
to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8t" grade
standards in mathematics;

Three credits of science, including at least: (a) one credit of biology; (b) one credit of
chemistry or physics; and (c) one elective credit of science. The combination of credits
must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the academic standards in either chemistry or
physics and (ii) all other academic standards in science;

Three and one-half credits of social §tudies, encompassing at least United States history,
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VII.

geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics sufficient to
satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;

One credit in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local academic standards in
the arts; and

A minimum of seven elective credits.

Credit equivalencies

1.

A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture-agricultural, food,
and natural resources education or business_education program or department
may fulfill a one-half credit in social studies under Paragraph E., above, if the
credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in economics.

An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill the
elective science credit required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets
the state physical science, life science, earth and space science, chemistry, or
physics academic standards or a combination of these academic standards as
approved by the school district. An agriculture or career and technical education
credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or physics required under Paragraph D.,
above, if the credit meets the state chemistry or physics academic standards as
approved by the school district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry
or physics academic standards prior to graduation. An agriculture science or
career and technical education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit
under Paragraph D., above.

A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts credit
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph F., above.

A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement under
Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in
mathematics.

A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets the

state academic standards in mathematics or science.

An ethnic studies course may fulfill a social studies, language arts, arts, math,

or science credit if the course meets the applicable state academic standards.
An ethnic studies course may fulfill an elective credit if the course meets

applicable local standards or other requirements.

[Note: Starting in the 2026-27 school year, a high school must offer an ethnic

studies course; in elementary and middle schools by the 2027-28 school year.]

GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A.

All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic standards:

1.

2.

School District Standards, Health (K-12);
School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).

8
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VIII.

Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical education will
be reviewed on an annual basis.* A school district must use the current world languages
standards developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.

* Reviews are required to be conducted on a periodic basis. Therefore, this time period
may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation Standards in
accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota Department of Education
(MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;
2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4. Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and

5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12.

State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to develop
their own standards.

The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical impairments
for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic standards are
inappropriate. An IEP team that makes this determination must establish alternative
standards.

EARLY GRADUATION

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A.

B.

All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent or
guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the
superintendent and school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Credits)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’'s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statgwide Testing and Reporting System)
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Cross References:

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)

10
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618

Orig. 1998

Revised: Rev. 2023

618

II1.

I1I1.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to institute a process for the establishment and revision of
assessments to measure achievement toward meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards, track
academic progress over time, and provide Minnesota graduates information related to career
and college readiness.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district has established a procedure by which students shall complete Graduation
Requirements. This procedure includes the adoption of performance assessment methods to be
used in measuring student performance. The school district strives to continually enhance
student achievement of Graduation Requirements.

DEFINITIONS

standards.
“Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required
content area or elective content area.

>

“Benchmark” means the specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to
complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

o

o)

“Career and college ready,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means a high
school graduate has the knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue a
career pathway, including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma, certificate,
or industry-recognized credential and employment. Students who are career and college
ready are able to successfully complete credit-bearing coursework at a two- or four-year
college or university or other credit-bearing postsecondary program without need for
remediation.

D. “Cultural competence,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means the ability and
will to interact effectively with people of different cultures, native languages, and
socioeconomic backgrounds.

im

“Elective standards” means a locall¢ladopted expectation for student learning in career
618-1



IV.

Im

and technical education and world languages.

“Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, or
other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment.

“Required standard” means (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning in
the content areas of English—language arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
physical education, and the arts, ander (2) a locally adopted expectation for student
learning in health-or-the-arts.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

A.

The [school board/superintendent/director of instruction] shall establish criteria
by which student performance of local academic standards and elective standards are
to be evaluated and approved. The criteria will be submitted to the school board for
approval. Upon approval by the school board, the criteria shall be deemed part of this

policy.

The superintendent shall ensure that students and parents or guardians are provided
with notice of the process by which academic standards will be assessed.

Staff members will be expected to utilize staff development opportunities to the extent
necessary to ensure effective implementation and continued improvement of the
implementation of assessments under the Minnesota Academic Standards.

STANDARDS FOR MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS

A.

Benchmarks

The school district will offer and students must achieve all benchmarks for an academic
standard to satisfactorily complete that state standard. These benchmarks will be used
by the school district and its staff in developing tests to measure student academic
knowledge and skills.

[School districts are required to formally establish a periodic review cycle for
academic standards and related benchmarks in health, world languages, and
career and technical education.]

Statewide Academic Standards Testing

1. The school district will utilize statewide assessments developed from and aligned
with the state’s required academic standards as these tests become available to
evaluate student progress toward career and college readiness in the context of
the state’s academic standards.

2. The school district will administer annually, in accordance with the process
determined by the Minnesota Department of Education, the state-constructed
tests aligned with state standards to all students in grades 3 through 8 and at
the high school level as follo®s:
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a. computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades 3
through 8;

b. high school reading in grade 10, mathematics in grade 11, and a high
school writing test, when it becomes available; and

C. science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the
grades 6 through 8 span, and a life science assessment in the grades 9
through 12 span (a passing score on high school science assessments is
not a condition of receiving a diploma).

The school district will develop and administer locally constructed tests in social
studies, health and physical education, and the arts to determine if a student
has met the required academic standards in these areas.

The school district may use a student’s performance on a statewide assessment
as one of the multiple criteria to determine grade promotion or retention. The
school district also may use a high school student’s performance on a statewide
assessment as a percentage of the student’s final grade in a course, or place a
student’s assessment score on the student’s transcript.

For students in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, the school
district must record on the high school transcript a student’s progress toward
career and college readiness. For other students, this record of progress must
be made as soon as practicable. In addition, the school district may include a
notation of high achievement on the high school diplomas of those graduating
seniors who, according to established school board criteria, demonstrate
exemplary academic achievement during high school.

Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards, as
measured by the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments administered in high
school, must be informed that admission to a public school is free and available
to any resident under 21 years of age. The school district will determine how
this notice is given.

Student Participation

1.

The Minnesota Commissioner of Education must create and publish a form for
parents and guardians that:

a. explains the need for state academic standards;

b. identifies the state assessments that are aligned with state standards;

C. identifies the consequences, if any, the school or student may face if a
student does not participate in state or locally required standardized
assessments;

d. states that students who receive a college ready benchmark on the high

school Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment are not required to take
a remedial, noncredit course at a Minnesota state college or university
in the corresponding subject area;

e. summarizes the provisions in Minnesota Statutes section 120B.301(a)

and (c); and
13
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f. notifies a parent of the right to not have the parent’s child participate in
the state and locally required assessments and asks a parent that
chooses to not have a child participate in the assessments the basis for
the decision.

2. The school district must post the form created by the Commissioner on the
school district website and include it in the school district’s student handbook.

VI. RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WAIVER

A.

Upon receiving a student’s application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, the
school district must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic
standard required for graduation if the school board determines that the student:

1. is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or
international baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside
the curriculum of the school district; or an approved preparatory program for
employment or post-secondary education that is equally or more rigorous than
the corresponding state or local academic standard required by the school
district;

2. would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning
opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program
if the student were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived;

and

3. satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study,
learning opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education
program.

The school board also may formally determine other circumstances in which to declare
that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site requires for
graduation under this section.

A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or
program or an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or program is
not required to complete other requirements of the academic standards corresponding
to that specific rigorous course of study.

VII. CAREER EXPLORATION ASSESSMENT

A.

Student assessments, in alignment with state academic standards, shall include clearly
defined career and college readiness benchmarks and satisfy Minnesota’s postsecondary
admissions requirements. Achievement and career and college readiness in
mathematics, reading, and writing must also be assessed. When administering
formative or summative assessments used to measure the academic progress, including
the oral academic development, of English learners and inform their instruction, schools
must ensure that the assessments are accessible to the students and students have the
modifications and supports they need to sufficiently understand the assessments.

On an annual basis, the school district must use the career exploration elements in these
assessments, beginning no later than grade 9, to help students and their families explore
and plan for postsecondary education or careers based on the students’ interests,
aptitudes, and aspirations. The school district must use timely regional labor market
information and partnerships, among other resources, to help students and their families
successfully develop, pursue, reyiew, and revise an individualized plan for
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postsecondary education or a career. This process must help increase students’
engagement in and connection to school, improve students’ knowledge and skills, and
deepen students’ understanding of career pathways as a sequence of academic and
career courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential, an associate’s degree, or
a bachelor’s degree and are available to all students, whatever their interests and career
goals.

C. All students, except those eligible for alternative assessments, will be encouraged to
participate ien a nationally normed college entrance exam in grade 11 or 12. A student
under this paragraph who demonstrates attainment of required state academic
standards on these assessments, which include career and college readiness
benchmarks, is academically ready for a career or college and is encouraged to
participate in courses awarding college credit to high school students. Such courses and
programs may include sequential courses of study within broad career areas and
technical skill assessments that extend beyond course grades.

To the extent state funding for college entrance exam fees is available, the school district
will pay the cost, one time, for an interested student in grade 11 or 12, who is eligible
for a free or reduced-priced meal, to take a nationally recognized college entrance exam
before graduating. The school district may require a student who is not eligible for a
free or reduced-priced meal to pay the cost of taking a nationally recognized college
entrance exam. The school district will waive the cost for a student who is unable to

pay.

D. As appropriate, students through grade 12 must continue to participate in targeted
instruction, intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to participate in courses
awarding college credit to high school students.

E. In developing, supporting, and improving students’ academic readiness for a career or
college, the school district must have a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined
benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students,
their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable
chance to succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary remediation.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.31 (System Accountability and Statistical Adjustments)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.3520 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 194 (School District Mission Statement)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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621

II1.

I1I1.

LITERACY AND THE READ ACT

[Note: By the 2026-2027 school year, the school district must provide evidence-
based reading instruction through a focus on student mastery of the foundational
reading skills of phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, as well as the
development of oral language, vocabulary, and reading comprehension skills.
Students must receive evidence-based instruction that is proven to effectively teach
children to read, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.1117 to
120B.124.]

PURPOSE

This policy aligns with Minnesota law established in the Read Act and on other topics related to
reading.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The school district recognizes the centrality of reading in a student’s educational experience.

DEFINITIONS

A. "Evidence-based" means the instruction or item described is based on reliable,
trustworthy, and valid evidence and has demonstrated a record of success in increasing
students' reading competency in the areas of phonological and phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Evidence-based literacy instruction is explicit, systematic, and includes phonological and
phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding, spelling, fluency, vocabulary, oral
language, and comprehension that can be differentiated to meet the needs of individual
students. Evidence-based instruction does not include the three-cueing system, as
defined in subdivision 16.

B. "Fluency" means the ability of students to read text accurately, automatically, and with
proper expression.

C. "Foundational reading skills" includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics
and decoding, and fluency. Foundational reading skills appropriate to each grade level
must be mastered in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3. Struggling readers in
grades 4 and above who do not demonstrate mastery of grade-level foundational
reading skills must continue to receive explicit, systematic instruction to reach mastery.

D. "Literacy specialist" means a person licensed by the Professional Educator Licensing and
Standards Board as a teacher of reading, a special education teacher, or a kindergarten
through grade 6 teacher, who has completed professional development approved by the
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) in structured literacy. A literacy specialist
employed by the department under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision
7, or by a district as a literacy lead, is not required to complete the approved training
before August 30, 2025.

E. "Literacy lead" means a literacy specialist with expertise in working with educators as
adult learners. A district literacy lead must support the district's implementation of the
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Read Act; provide support to school-based coaches; support the implementation of
structured literacy, interventions, curriculum delivery, and teacher training; assist with
the development of personal learning plans; and train paraprofessionals and other
support staff to support classroom literacy instruction. A literacy lead may be employed
by one district, jointly by two or more districts, or may provide services to districts
through a partnership with the regional service cooperatives or another district.

"Multitiered system of support" or "MTSS" means a systemic, continuous improvement
framework for ensuring positive social, emotional, behavioral, developmental, and
academic outcomes for every student. The MTSS framework provides access to layered
tiers of culturally and linguistically responsive, evidence-based practices and relies on
the understanding and belief that every student can learn and thrive. Through a MTSS
at the core (Tier 1), supplemental (Tier 2), and intensive (Tier 3) levels, educators
provide high quality, evidence-based instruction and intervention that is matched to a
student's needs; progress is monitored to inform instruction and set goals and data is
used for educational decision making.

"Oral language," also called "spoken language," includes speaking and listening, and
consists of five components: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics.

"Phonemic awareness" means the ability to notice, think about, and manipulate
individual sounds in spoken syllables and words.

"Phonics instruction"” means the explicit, systematic, and direct instruction of the
relationships between letters and the sounds they represent and the application of this
knowledge in reading and spelling.

"Progress monitoring" means using data collected to inform whether interventions are
working. Progress monitoring involves ongoing monitoring of progress that quantifies
rates of improvement and informs instructional practice and the development of
individualized programs using state-approved screening that is reliable and valid for the
intended purpose.

"Reading comprehension” means a function of word recognition skills and language
comprehension skills. It is an active process that requires intentional thinking during
which meaning is constructed through interactions between the text and reader.
Comprehension skills are taught explicitly by demonstrating, explaining, modeling, and
implementing specific cognitive strategies to help beginning readers derive meaning
through intentional, problem-solving thinking processes.

"Structured literacy” means an approach to reading instruction in which teachers
carefully structure important literacy skills, concepts, and the sequence of instruction to
facilitate children's literacy learning and progress. Structured literacy is characterized
by the provision of systematic, explicit, sequential, and diagnostic instruction in
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and oral language development, and
reading comprehension.

"Three-cueing system," also known as "meaning structure visual (MSV)," means a
method that teaches students to use meaning, structure and syntax, and visual cues
when attempting to read an unknown word.

"Vocabulary development" means the process of acquiring new words. A robust
vocabulary improves all areas of communication, including listening, speaking, reading,
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and writing. Vocabulary growth is directly related to school achievement and is a strong
predictor for reading success.

IV. READING SCREENER; PARENT NOTIFICATION AND INVOLVEMENT

A.

The school district must administer an approved evidence-based reading screener to
students in kindergarten through grade 3 within the first six weeks of the school year,
and again within the last six weeks of the school year. The screener must be one of the
screening tools approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

The school district must identify any screener it uses in the district’s annual literacy plan,
and submit screening data with the annual literacy plan by June 15.

Schools, at least biannually after administering each screener, must give the parent of
each student who is not reading at or above grade level timely information about:

1. the student's reading proficiency as measured by a screener approved by MDE;

2. reading-related services currently being provided to the student and the
student's progress; and

3. strategies for parents to use at home in helping their student succeed in
becoming grade-level proficient in reading in English and in their native
language.

The school district may not use this section to deny a student's right to a special
education evaluation.

V. IDENTIFICATION AND REPORT

A.

Students enrolled in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, including multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services, must
be universally screened for mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic
awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, oral language, and for characteristics of
dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. The screening for
characteristics of dyslexia may be integrated with universal screening for mastery of
foundational skills and oral language.

The school district must submit data on student performance in kindergarten, grade 1,
grade 2, and grade 3 on foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language to MDE in the annual local literacy plan
submission due on June 15.

Students in grades 4 and above, including multilingual learners and students receiving
special education services, who do not demonstrate mastery of foundational reading
skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral
language, must be screened using a screening tool approved by MDE for characteristics
of dyslexia and must continue to receive evidence-based instruction, interventions, and
progress monitoring until the students achieve grade-level proficiency. A parent, in
consultation with a teacher, may opt a student out of the literacy screener if the parent
and teacher decide that continuing to screen would not be beneficial to the student. In
such limited cases, the student must continue to receive progress monitoring and
literacy interventions.
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VI.

Reading screeners in English, and in the predominant languages of school district
students where practicable, must identify and evaluate students' areas of academic need
related to literacy. The school district also must monitor the progress and provide
reading instruction appropriate to the specific needs of multilingual learners. The school
district must use an approved, developmentally appropriate, and culturally
responsive screener and annually report summary screener results to the MDE
Commissioner by June 15 in the form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner.

The school district must include in its literacy plan a summary of the district's efforts to
screen, identify, and provide interventions to students who demonstrate characteristics
of dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. With respect to students
screened or identified under paragraph (a), the report must include:

1. a summary of the school district's efforts to screen for dyslexia;
2. the number of students universally screened for that reporting year;

3. the number of students demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia for that year;
and

4. an explanation of how students identified under this subdivision are provided
with alternate instruction and interventions under Minnesota Statutes,
section 125A.56, subdivision 1.

INTERVENTION

A.

For each student identified under the screening identification process, the school district
shall provide reading intervention to accelerate student growth and reach the goal of
reading at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school year.

The school district must implement progress monitoring, as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.1118, for a student not reading at grade level.

The school district must use evidence-based curriculum and intervention materials at
each grade level that are designed to ensure student mastery of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Starting July 1, 2023, if the school district purchases new literacy curriculum, or literacy
intervention or supplementary materials, the curriculum or materials must be evidence-
based as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.1118.

If a student does not read at or above grade level by the end of the current school year,
the school district must continue to provide reading intervention until the student reads
at grade level. School district intervention methods shall encourage family engagement
and, where possible, collaboration with appropriate school and community programs
that specialize in evidence-based instructional practices and measure mastery of
foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency,
and oral language.

By the 2025-2026 school year, intervention programs must be taught by an intervention
teacher or special education teacher who has successfully completed training in
evidence-based reading instruction approved by MDE. Intervention may
include but is not limited to requiring student attendance in summer school, intensified
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the regular
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classroom for part of the school day, extended-day programs, or programs that
strengthen students' cultural connections.

The school district must determine the format of the personal learning plan in
collaboration with the student's educators and other appropriate professionals. The
school must develop the learning plan in consultation with the student's parent or
guardian. The personal learning plan must include targeted instruction that is evidence-
based and ongoing progress monitoring, and address knowledge gaps and skill
deficiencies through strategies such as specific exercises and practices during and
outside of the regular school day, group interventions, periodic assessments or
screeners, and reasonable timelines. The personal learning plan may include grade
retention, if it is in the student's best interest; a student may not be retained solely due
to delays in literacy or not demonstrating grade-level proficiency. A school must
maintain and regularly update and modify the personal learning plan until the student
reads at grade level. This paragraph does not apply to a student under an individualized
education program.

VII. LOCAL LITERACY PLAN

A.

The school district must adopt a local literacy plan to have every child reading at or
above grade level every year beginning in kindergarten and to support multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services in achieving their
individualized reading goals. The school district must update and submit the plan to the
Commissioner of MDE by June 15 each year. The plan must be consistent with the Read
Act, and include the following:

1. a process to assess students' foundational reading skills, oral language,
and level of reading proficiency and the screeners used, by school site and grade
level, under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123;

2. a process to notify and involve parents;

3. a description of how schools in the school district will determine the
targeted reading instruction that is evidence-based and includes an intervention
strategy for a student and the process for intensifying or modifying the reading
strategy in order to obtain measurable reading progress;

4, evidence-based intervention methods for students who are not reading at or
above grade level and progress monitoring to provide information on the
effectiveness of the intervention;

5. identification of staff development needs, including a plan to meet those needs;
6. the curricula used by school site and grade level;

7. a statement of whether the school district has adopted a MTSS framework;

8. student data using the measures of foundational literacy skills and mastery

identified by MDE for the following students:
a. students in kindergarten through grade 3;

b. students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia; and
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VIII.

IX.

C. students in grades 4 to 12 who are identified as not reading at
grade level; and

9. the number of teachers and other staff that have completed training approved
by the department.

The school district must post its literacy plan on the official school district website and
submit it to the Commissioner of MDE using the template developed by the
Commissioner beginning June 15, 2024.

STAFF TRAINING

A.

Beginning July 1, 2024, a school district must provide access to the training required
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision 5, to:

1. intervention teachers working with students in kindergarten through grade 12;

2. all classroom teachers of students in kindergarten through grade 3 and children
in prekindergarten programs;

3. special education teachers;

4. curriculum directors;

5. instructional support staff who provide reading instruction; and
6. employees who select literacy instructional materials for a district.

The school district must provide training from a menu of approved evidence-based
training programs to all reading intervention teachers, literacy specialists, and other
teachers and staff identified in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.12, subdivision 1,
paragraph (b), by July 1, 2025; and by July 1, 2027, to other teachers in the school
district, prioritizing teachers who work with students with disabilities, English learners,
and students who qualify for the graduation incentives program under Minnesota
Statutes, section 124D.68. The Commissioner of MDE may grant a school district an
extension to these deadlines.

By August 30, 2025, the school district must employ or contract with a literacy lead, or
be actively supporting a designated literacy specialist through the process of becoming
a literacy lead. The school board may satisfy the requirements of this subdivision by
contracting with another school board or cooperative unit under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.24 for the services of a literacy lead by August 30, 2025. The school
district literacy lead must collaborate with school district administrators and staff to
support the school district's implementation of requirements under the Read Act.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

A.

The school district must provide training programs on evidence-based reading
instruction to teachers and instructional staff in accordance with subdivision 1,
paragraph (b). The training must include teaching in the areas of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, reading comprehension, and
culturally and linguistically responsive pedagogy.
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B. The school district shall use the data under Article V. above to identify the staff
development needs so that:

1. elementary teachers are able to implement explicit, systematic, evidence-
based instruction in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension with emphasis on mastery of
foundational reading skills as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118 and other literacy-related areas including writing until the
student achieves grade-level reading and writing proficiency;

2. elementary teachers have sufficient training to provide students with evidence-
based reading and oral language instruction that meets students'
developmental, linguistic, and literacy needs using the intervention methods or
programs selected by the school district for the identified students;

3. licensed teachers employed by the school district have regular opportunities to
improve reading and writing instruction;

4. licensed teachers recognize students' diverse needs in cross-cultural settings
and are able to serve the oral language and linguistic needs of students who
are multilingual learners by maximizing strengths in their native languages in
order to cultivate students' English language development, including oral
academic language development, and build academic literacy; and

5. licensed teachers are well trained in culturally responsive pedagogy that
enables students to master content, develop skills to access content, and build
relationships.

C. The school district must provide staff in early childhood programs sufficient training to
provide children in early childhood programs with explicit, systematic instruction in
phonological and phonemic awareness; oral language, including listening
comprehension; vocabulary; and letter-sound correspondence.

LITERACY INCENTIVE AID USES

The school district must use its literacy incentive aid to support implementation of evidence-
based reading instruction. The following are eligible uses of literacy incentive aid:

1. training for kindergarten through grade 3 teachers, early childhood educators,
special education teachers, reading intervention teachers working with students
in kindergarten through grade 12, curriculum directors, and instructional
support staff that provide reading instruction, on using evidence-based
screening and progress monitoring tools;

2. evidence-based training using a training program approved by MDE;

3. employing or contracting with a literacy lead, as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118;

4. materials, training, and ongoing coaching to ensure reading interventions under
Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.56, subdivision 1, are evidence-based; and
costs of substitute teachers to allow teachers to complete required training
during the teachers' contract day.
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Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 120B.1118 (Read Act Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.123 (Read Act Implementation)

Minn. Stat. § 123A.24 (Withdrawing from a Cooperative Unit; Appealing Denial
of Membership)

Minn. Stat. §124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.98 (Literacy Incentive Aid)

Minn. Stat. § 125A.56 (Alternate Instruction Required before Assessment
Referral)

None
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