
Truth In Taxation
Monday, December 6, 2021 6:30 PM
LS-H MS/HS Media Center, 901 Ferry St., Le Sueur, MN 56058

1. Truth in Taxation Presentation Presenter: Jim 
Wagner, 
Superintendent

1.1. Budget Review

1.2. Review of 2021 payable 2022 levy

1.3. Public Comments



2021 PAY 2022 TRUTH IN 
TAXATION HEARING

6:30 P.M.
DECEMBER 6, 2021

Media Center
Le Sueur-Henderson Middle School/High School
Le Sueur, MN 56058

For the School Year:
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023



FUND ACCOUNT OVERVIEW

FUND 1 GENERAL FUND
General Instruction and Related Expenses

Extra-Curricular Activities
Federal and State Instructional Programs
Repair and Maintenance of Buildings and Grounds

TRANSPORTATION OPERATIONS
Transportation of Students to and from School

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
Building Improvements
Equipment Purchases
Health and Safety Expenditures



FUND ACCOUNT OVERVIEW

FUND 2 FOOD SERVICE
School Breakfast and Lunch Program

FUND 4 COMMUNITY SERVICE FUND
Early Childhood Family Education Programs

Preschool and Enrichment Programs
Adult Continuing Education Classes
Youth and Adult Recreation Programs
Before and After School Programs

FUND 7 DEBT SERVICE FUND
Repayment of Bond Principle and Interest



2020-21 BUDGET OVERVIEW
REVENUES



2020-21 BUDGET OVERVIEW
EXPENDITURES



MINNESOTA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT PROPERTY TAXES

 KEY STEPS IN THE PROCESS
 Step 1. The County Assessor determines the estimated 

market value for each parcel of property in the 
county.

 Step 2. The Legislature sets the formulas for tax capacity.

 Step 3. The County Auditor calculates the tax capacity for 
each parcel of property in the county as well as 
the total tax capacity for each school district.

 Step 4. The Legislature sets the formulas which determine 
school district levy limits.



MINNESOTA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT PROPERTY TAXES

 Step 5. The Minnesota Department of Education calculates 
detailed levy limits for each school district, based on the 
formulas approved by the Legislature.

 Step 6. The School Board adopts a proposed levy in September, 
based on limits set in step 5.  After a public hearing, the 
board adopts a final levy in December. 

 Step 7. The County Auditor divides the final levy (step 6) by the 
district’s total tax capacity (step 3) to determine the tax 
rate needed to raise the proper levy amount.  The auditor 
then multiplies this tax rate times each property’s tax 
capacity, to determine the school tax for that property.



TAX LEVY CALENDAR

July, 2021 Set dates and location of levy hearings.

September, 2021 Certify proposed levy.  (1)

November, 2021 County mails levy notices to property 
owners.

December, 2021 Public hearing on levy.

Certify final tax levy.  (2)



TAX LEVY CALENDAR

1. Except for new voter approved tax levies, the final levy 
cannot exceed the proposed levy certified in 
September.

2. The certification of the levy is the culmination of a five 
month process which began the previous August.



SCHOOL DISTRICT LEVY CYCLE



MINNESOTA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT PROPERTY TAXES

 “School Districts are different in several respects.  They 
have more State funding with much different formulas for 
aid than counties and cities, and are under strict levy 
limits.” Minnesota Taxpayers Association

 “As a practical matter, school districts really don’t have 
very much authority, any meaningful authority anyway, 
over their local taxing decisions.  With the exception of 
decisions to build school buildings and the excess levy 
referendums….school district taxing decisions are pretty 
much a matter of state law…” Randy Peterson, Former Senator 
and Chair of the Senate Education Finance Committee











HOW ARE YOUR 2022 LOCAL 
SCHOOL PROPERTY TAXES 
SPENT?

 GENERAL FUND   55%
Levy to operate the district, as well as 
Transportation, Equipment, Facilities, and 
Health & Safety.

 COMMUNITY EDUCATION     3%
Levy for Community Education Programs.

 DEBT SERVICE   42%
Levy for repayment of principal and 
interest on district debt.

TOTAL LEVY 100%



QUESTIONS?

 Jim Wagner, Superintendent of Schools
507-665-4600
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