
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, October 14, 2019 7:00 PM

Gothenburg Public Schools Discovery Center 
(Greenhouse Classroom)

1322 Avenue I
Gothenburg, Nebraska 69138

Agenda

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Rationale: 

The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students within a positive 
and innovative learning environment.

A copy of the open meetings law is posted on the wall of the Board Room and is 
available to the public.

2. Approve the Agenda

Rationale: 

The Board reserves the right to rearrange the order of items as needed.

3. Recognition of Visitors

3.1. Public Participation

Rationale: 

Opportunity for Public Expression:

• This item serves as the time entitled for public forum during which patrons may address 
the Board on matters of general concern per Board Policy 8346, Opportunity for Public 
Expression.  (A copy of the policy is available.)

• Patrons will be allowed five (5) minutes to express their view.  Board of Education 
Members will refrain from expressing personal opinions during the Public Forum unless 
asked a direct question by a patron recognized by the Board President as having the 
floor.  The board imposed time limit may be extended by a majority vote of the 
Board.  The board may limit collective comments on a particular topic when necessary. 
The Board may not take action on matters discussed in the Public Forum unless the item 
appears on the prepared agenda.

• All concerns and complaints should go through the chain of command beginning with the 
teacher/sponsor and then to the building administrator/program supervisor and finally to 
the Superintendent.  If the initiating party is not satisfied with the response of the 



Superintendent, said party may address a written appeal to the Board of Education 
through the Secretary of the Board.

As a meeting of the Gothenburg Board of Education is a meeting held in public and 
not a public meeting, visitors should refrain from comments unless recognized by 
the chair.

3.2. Presentations

3.2.1. FFA Presentation

Rationale: Members of FFA will provide a presentation for the board of 
education

3.2.2. Gothenburg Baseball Board Presentation

Rationale: The baseball board has asked to be placed on the agenda for a 
presentation regarding the building of an indoor hitting facility across the street 
from GPS.

4. Business Items

4.1. Action Items

4.1.1. Consent Agenda

Rationale: 

1. Approval of Previous Minutes

2. Approval of the Treasurer's Report

3. Approval of the Warrants / Bills

  a.  Petty Cash

  b.  Student Activity

  c.  Hot Lunch

  d.  Bank Statement

  e.  Summary of Accounts and Receipts

  f.  Monthly Expenditure Report

  g. Check Journal

4. Excuse Absent Board Members



5. Consider Option Enrollment Requests

Option Out:
Harris Mladek 9th Grade to Cozad

Option In:
Damian Howell 2nd Grade from Lexington

4.2. Reports

4.2.1. Board of Education Reports

Rationale: 

Committee Reports (Chair in bold)

•  Personnel Committee (Mr. Sitorius, Mr. Brundage, Mr. Fornoff)

• Transportation and Facilities (Mr. Hudson, Mrs. Jobman, Mr. Wyatt)

• Finance (Mr. Fornoff, Mr. Wyatt, Mr. Sitorius)

• Curriculum & Americanism (Mrs. Jobman, Mr. Brundage, Mr. Hudson)

• Policy Review (Mr. Brundage, Mr. Fornoff, Mrs. Jobman)

 

4.2.2. Administrative Reports

Rationale: 

1.  Topic Specific Administrative Reports

2. General Administrative Reports
a.  Facilities & Transportation  (Mr. Holmes)
b.  Elementary (Mrs. Richeson)
c.  High School (Mr. Ryker)
d.  Activities (Mr. Mroczek)
e.  Special Populations (Mrs. Schneider)
f.  Teaching and Learning (Mrs. Jonas)
g.  Superintendent (Dr. Rhodes)

 

5. Discussion Items

5.1. Board Committee meetings



Rationale: Discussion on scheduling monthly Board Committee meetings.

5.2. Advertising

Rationale: Discussion on advertising by local businesses and organizations for 
activity purposes.

6. Executive (Closed) Session

Rationale: 

The Board of Education may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of its voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the 
public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual 
and if such individual has not requested a public meeting.  Closed sessions may be held 
for, but shall not be limited to, such reasons as:  (a) strategy sessions with respect to 
collective bargaining, real estate purchases, or litigation; (b) discussion regarding 
deployment of security personnel or devices; (c) investigative proceedings regarding 
allegations or misconduct; or (d) evaluation of the job performance of a person when 
necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person.

The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session.  The subject matter and 
the reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close.  If 
the motion to close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed 
session shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed 
session. The Board shall restrict its consideration of matters during the closed portions to 
only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the reason for the closed session. 
The meeting shall be reconvened in open session before any formal action may be taken.

7. Next Meeting

Rationale: TBD  (2nd Monday of the month)

8. Adjournment
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Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES         Policy No. 8343

Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Agenda Construction and Control

A. Written meeting agendas will be prepared by the Superintendent of Schools in
corroboration with the President of the Board of Education.  Any Board member
may submit agenda items to be placed on the agenda by the Superintendent and
the Board President.

B. Control of the agenda is the responsibility of the Board President.

C. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public reasonable notice
of the matters to be considered at the meeting.

D. An agenda, kept continuously current, shall be readily available for public
inspection at the office of the Superintendent of School of the Gothenburg School
District during normal business hours.  Except for items of an emergency nature,
the agenda shall not be altered later than 24 hours before the scheduled
commencement of the meeting.  The School Board shall have the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only by action taken at the
public meeting at which the item is to be considered.

Legal Reference: § 84-1411

Date of Adoption: November 13, 2006



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8345
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Procedures During Meetings

In the absence of the President and the Vice President of the Board of Education at any meeting,
the Board shall choose a President pro tempore.  In the absence of the Secretary at any meeting,
the Board shall also choose a Secretary pro tempore.

Any action taken on a question or a motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote of
the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the member
was absent or abstained.

The vote to elect the leadership of the Board of Education at the reorganization meeting shall be
taken by secret ballot, but the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the
minutes of the meeting.

Legal Reference: §79-569
§79-520
§84-1413

Date of Adoption: April 14, 2008



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Bylaws of the Board - Meetings 
 
Regular Meetings 
 
The Board shall meet in regular session on the second Monday of each calendar month, unless 
otherwise designated by the president with the approval of the Board.  All meetings shall be held 
in the boardroom at the Gothenburg Schools unless otherwise designated by the president with 
the approval of the Board.  In each odd-numbered year, the January meeting will be held on or 
after the first Thursday after the first Tuesday.          

Legal Reference: §79-554    §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Special Meetings 
 
A special meeting of the Board may be called by the president when in his opinion it is 
necessary, or upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, or any two (2) Board 
members.  No business shall be transacted at any special meeting, which does not come within 
the purpose, or purposes set forth in the call for the meeting unless it is of an emergency nature. 
Special Board sessions may be adjourned to a definite date and time.  

Legal Reference: §79-520    §79-554   §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Advance Delivery of Meeting Materials 
 
The Board shall require the Superintendent to prepare an agenda which, with the minutes, shall 
be mailed or delivered to the Board members on Friday or prior to each regular monthly Board 
meeting. 
 
Items not placed on the regular agenda may be tabled until the regular meeting on the following 
month to provide the Board adequate time to research the item in question.  All citizens in the 
district boundary are permitted to place an item on the agenda.  Those persons outside the district 
may place an item on the agenda by permission of the President of the Board or the 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
 
Order of Business 
 
The following shall be the order of business for the regular meetings.  The order of business may 
be changed by consent of all members present. 
 

Meeting call to order, Pledge of Allegiance, Approval/Changes to Agenda, Recognition of 
Visitors, Business Items (Consent Agenda, Action Items, Policy Review, and Reports), 
Discussion Items, Time/Date of Next Meeting, Adjournment. 

 
 
 
 
 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Parliamentary Procedure 
 
The rules of parliamentary procedures as embodied in Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the 
school Board in its deliberation when the issue in question is not covered by these policies and 
bylaws. 
 
 
Minutes 
 
The Board of Education shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, members 
present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.  The minutes shall be prepared by 
the secretary immediately following the meeting, shall be written, shall be available for 
inspection by the public and for distribution to the members of the Board within ten (10) working 
days, or prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier, and shall be a part of the 
agenda for the next regular meeting at which time they shall be corrected, if necessary, and 
approved.  The minutes shall be kept in the office of the superintendent and shall be public 
records and open to public inspection during normal business hours. 
                     Legal Reference: §79-577    §79-555    §§ 84-1408-1414 
 
Voting 
 
Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote 
of the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the 
member was absent or not voting.  The requirement of a roll call or viva voce vote may be 
satisfied by used of an electronic voting device, which allows the yeas and nays of each member 
of the board to be readily seen by the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  May 12, 2008 
Date of Revision:   August 8, 2016 
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation 
 
Opportunity for Public Expression 

 
The Board of Education as a representative body, recognizes the importance of the public's 
viewpoint relative to the direction of the educational programs in Gothenburg Public Schools.  
Therefore, the following guidelines have been established for patrons to efficiently and 
effectively give expression to their suggestions, concerns, and grievances: 
 
A. Public Forum - Each Board meeting shall have on its agenda a specific time entitled 

Public Forum, during which patrons may address the Board on matters of general 
concern.  Patrons wishing to address the Board during the Public Forum will be allowed 
five (5) minutes to express their view.  Board of Education members will refrain from 
expressing personal opinions during the Public Forum unless asked a direct question by a 
patron recognized by the Board President as having the floor.  The Board imposed time 
limit may be extended by a majority vote of the Board following a request to do so.  
Board action may not be taken on matters discussed during the Public Forum unless the 
matter specifically appears on the prepared agenda.  In the discretion of the Board 
President, the Public Forum may be omitted or bypassed at some, but not all, meetings of 
the Board of Education. 

 
B. Concerns and Complaints - Board action shall not be taken regarding a concern or 

complaint unless the following procedure has been followed: 
 
 Step 1.       All Complaints concerning a particular school situation shall be submitted to 

the Principal of the building.  They should be submitted in writing when 
practical.  If the party involved is other than an individual, then the 
organization or persons represented shall be identified.  If the problem 
involves other than an individual building, then the matter shall be directed to 
the Superintendent. 

Step 2.     Should the matter not be resolved to the satisfaction of the parties involved, 
they may appeal to the Superintendent. 

Step 3.       If the initiating party is not satisfied with the response of the Superintendent, 
said party may address a written appeal to the Board of Education through the 
Secretary of the Board. 

 
C. Speak to Agenda Item - Patrons or visitors who desire to have an item placed on the 

monthly Board meeting agenda and speak on that item should make their wishes known 
to the Superintendent prior to the distribution of the meeting agenda.  Upon receipt of a 
request to be heard the Superintendent may, in the discretion of the Superintendent, place 
the item on the agenda.  The Board President shall then allow the patron or visitors to 
address the Board at the appropriate time.  The length of this presentation will be 
determined at the discretion of the Board President.  Persons who wish to speak to an 
agenda item will not be required to have their name be placed on the agenda prior to the 
meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. 

 
Legal Reference:  §84-1412 
 
Date of Adoption:  July 14, 2008 



Dear Gothenburg Administrators and School Board Members, 

 The Gothenburg Baseball Board is reaching out to you this fall of 2019 to see if you would have 
an interest in a project that we believe would benefit many sports programs in our school system as well 
as other programs in our great community.  With your help, we would like to build an indoor hitting 
facility located near the baseball and softball facilities.  This addition would greatly improve the quality 
of both our baseball, softball, and youth programs.  We also feel that the boys and girls golf teams could 
be added to this group depending on the size of the facility we could erect. 

 We want to thank you in advance for taking the time to look at and consider being a part of this 
project.  Our hope is that the indoor hitting facility would provide each participating youth with 
successful repetitions and interventions early in their career so they enjoy the fruit of their hard work.  
Furthermore, this could boost all of our participating programs in their later years of school.  In the past 
2 years our program has had 3 players go on to play collegiate baseball and we know the softball team 
have had numerous girls go on to play at the collegiate level also. Imagine the powerhouse of players 
Gothenburg could produce with the addition of our own indoor hitting facility.  

We have been driving to Lexington the past 2 years and renting their indoor hitting facility on 
Sunday afternoons for 2 hours, 2-3 months before we can get outside to practice in the spring. You can 
see the difference it makes in our players in as little as 4-5 trips to Lexington. This type of facility gives 
them opportunity to practice their hitting and throwing skills in short amount of time. The difficulty in 
this is traveling thirty minutes to such a facility only once a week, as well as using our funds to rent it.  

 The Gothenburg Baseball Board believes to make our programs thrive there is a real need in our 
community for this type of facility. We understand that some of the softball teams use a small facility 
downtown that might not be as ideal as an indoor hitting facility would be. We can better serve the 
needs of these youth programs by opening up the hitting facility as needed.  Practice schedules would 
be implemented, clinics could be held, as well as teams could come and hit and throw on game days. 
Doing so would allow the coaches to give instructions that are more precise to the players due to being 
in a controlled environment.  We truly believe this will be a huge advantage for our student athletes.  

 We, as a board, have put together a possible floorplan of the hitting facility.  The new hitting 
facility as shown (on page 3) is a 60’x100’ building with 16’ side walls.  The flooring would consist of 
artificial turf covering most of the facility.  Three batting cages would be located inside the facility with 
automatic pitching machines with room for two bullpens to the side of the cages.  We would put the 
cages on a sliding rail system so that they can be pulled back in order to complete fielding and throwing 
drills.  There would also be five tee or golf station located inside the facility.  We believe all of this is a 
good starting point with other features that can be added prior to making a final design. We have 
provided a drawing of a possible location of the facility (on page 4). The land shown on page 4 is owned 
by Gothenburg Baseball Inc. We are not saying the facility has to go on this location it was just where we 
would put the facility if we built it on our own. We have reached out for an estimated cost to build the 
building and have talked with Ondeck sports to get some rough estimates on turf and equipment.  We 
can get into more details as well as the cost of the facility when we have all the features we need to suit 
everyone’s needs.  

 The deciding factor of much of this project is whether you, the school administrators and school 
board members, have any interest in being involved.  If you decide you have interest in the project, we 



will need to discuss what additions you would like to have put in the facility beyond what we have 
already been discussed thus far.  We will also plan the proper size, floorplan, and location to move 
forward if we add an abundance of features.  

Thanks again for your consideration  

Gothenburg Baseball Inc. Board 

Jory, Jake, Todd, Shane, Jay, Tot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gothenburg Baseball Inc. Board Contact List 

Jory Flesch Cell 529-2505 Email jory@ponyxp.com 

Jake Fecht Cell 529-2505 Email jake-2@live.com 

Todd Geiken Cell 529-2483 Email tgeiken@hotmail.com 

Shane Geiken Cell 529-0592 Email pup43@me.com 

Jay Holmes Cell 529-0475 Email jay.holmes@goswedes.com 

Tot Holmes Cell 529-1805  

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



Board of Education Regular Meeting 
September 9, 2019-7:00 P.M. 
Discovery Center 
 
The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students to become 
lifelong learners within a positive and innovative learning environment. 
 
Attendance Taken at 7:02 P.M.  
Present Board Members:    Others Present: 
Jon Hudson    Todd Rhodes--Superintendent      
Kyle Fornoff   Kay Streeter, Business Manager        
Jeremy Sitorius   Angie Richeson               
Becky Jobman   Teresa Schneider   
Nate Wyatt    Allison Jonas 
Devin Brundage   Ellen Mortenson-Gothenburg Leader 
           
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance/Open Meetings Posted   
7:03 P.M. 
 
Approve the Agenda   
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve agenda as presented passed with a motion by 
Brundage and a second by Jobman. 
Devin Brundage  Yes   Becky Jobman  Yes 
Kyle Fornoff  Yes   Jon Hudson   Yes 
Jeremy Sitorius  Yes   Nate Wyatt   Yes 
 
Recognition of Visitors      
      
Consent Agenda 
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Fornoff and a second by Sitorius. 
Approval All Previous Minutes  Approval of Treasurer's Report 
Approval of Warrants/Bill  Excuse Absent Board Members-None 
Option Out:  None 
Option In:  Autumn Timmons, Justice Timmons from Eustis-Farnam.       
Devin Brundage            Yes    Becky Jobman           Yes 
Kyle Fornoff              Yes   Jeremy Sitorius           Yes 
Jon Hudson                Yes   Nate Wyatt                Yes  
 
Administrative Reports 
Mr. Holmes--Maintenance Supervisor      
Mrs. Jonas-Director of Teaching/Learning 
Early Childhood Parents and providers are reaching out to Nichole.  Compiling 
assessment data for kindergarten entrance.  Dissecting ELA curriculum.  Science 
curriculum getting exciting feedback.  Assessments--Dibels-complete; MAP closes 
9/18; ACT-Student Reports arrived.  Great start to the year with Mentor 
Program.  MTSS team attended symposium.          
Mr. Ryker--High School Principal 
First progress reports of the year sent.  This give a target for interventions 
during Swede Foundations.  Classroom visits and evaluation have begun.  Mrs. 
Morgan, Mrs. Tiller and Mr. Ryker presented on Swede Foundations program at the 
NeMTSS Conference.  Very interesting presentation, and many schools have shown 
interest in visiting and hearing more about the program.      
Mr. Mroczek-Activities Director/Asst. Principal 
Fall Activity participation numbers.  Upcoming home events.  NSAA District 
Assignments--C1-11 Volleyball at North Platte.  B3 Girls Golf at York.  C4 
Cross Country at Ogallala.  B9 Softball TBA as Districts will be hosted by 
school with highest wildcard points.     



Board of Education Regular Meeting 
September 9, 2019-7:00 P.M. 
Discovery Center 
 
 
Administrative Reports Contd' 
Mrs. Richeson--Elementary Principal 
Parent/Teacher conferences, Wednesday September 18 and Friday, September 20.  
Boys Town Education Model is being implemented PK-12 and going very well.  
Behavior committee met this summer to establish School-Wide Expectations for 
all students PK-6th Grade.  These expectations allow for a common language 
across the building and set a tone for safety and security.          
Mrs. Schneider--SPED Director     
Dr. Rhodes--Superintendent 
Replacement of aluminum wiring to copper wiring on roof units is complete.  
Will be attending Labor Relations September 11-12.  Dr. Rhodes will register 
Board members for up-coming State Conference. Continuing to monitor 
Advocacy/Interim Studies.  Will continue involvement in STANCE.    
   
Discussion   
 
Next meeting--September 16, 2019 Budget Hearing/Tax Request Hearing/Special 
Board Meeting at 6:00 P.M. 
Next Regular meeting--October 14, 2019--7:00 P.M. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve adjournment at 7:32 P.M. passed with a motion 
by Hudson and a second by Sitorius.   
Devin Brundage            Yes   Becky Jobman           Yes 
Kyle Fornoff              Yes   Jeremy Sitorius           Yes 
Jon Hudson                Yes   Nate Wyatt                Yes 
 
 
Kay Streeter, Business Manager/Recording Secretary 



 
 MINUTE RECORD 
  September 16, 2019  
  6:00 P.M. 

 
Kind    Where Held   President 
Budget                  Discovery Center   Nate Wyatt 

  Hearing 
 
The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students to become lifelong 
learners within a positive and  innovative learning environment. 
 
 The Budget Hearing of the Board of Education of the Gothenburg School District of Gothenburg, in the 
County of Dawson, in the State of Nebraska was convened in open and public session at 6:00 P.M., on the 16th day of 
September, 2019, in the Gothenburg Public School Dist. #20 Discovery Center. 
 Notice of the Hearing was given in advance thereof, according to law, by proper publication.  Notice of this 
Hearing was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education.  Availability of the Agenda and purpose of the 
Hearing was communicated in the advance notice of the Hearing and in the notice to the members of this Hearing.  All 
proceedings of the Board of Education were taken while the convened Hearing was open to the attendance of the 
public. 
   
A copy of the open meetings law is posted on the wall of the Discovery Center, and is available to the public. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The purpose of the hearing is to hear testimony, support, opposition, criticism, suggestions, or observations of 
taxpayers relating to the proposed 2019-2020 Gothenburg Public Schools Budget. 
 
 
Members  Jon Hudson    Jeremy Sitorius  
Present:  Becky Jobman    Kyle Fornoff 

Devin Brundage    Nate Wyatt 
    Todd Rhodes, Superintendent 
    Kay Streeter, Business Manager 
 

Others  Ellen Mortensen-The Leader        
Present:   
        
 
Call to Order: President Wyatt opened the hearing at 6:00 P.M. 
  
 Superintendent Rhodes explained documentation pertaining to the proposed 2019-2020 Budget.   
 
 Mr. Wyatt asked for comments or questions from the Board members.  Hearing none, President 

Wyatt closed the Budget Hearing at 6:17 P.M.  
 
 
 
 
 
     Kay Streeter 
     Business Manager/Recording Secretary 
 
 
 



 
 MINUTE RECORD 
  September 16, 2019 
  6:18  P.M. 

 
Kind     Where Held   President 
Tax                   Discovery Center                  Nate Wyatt 

  Request Hearing 
 
 The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students to become lifelong 
learners within a positive and  innovative learning environment. 
 
  
 The Tax Request Hearing of the Board of Education of the Gothenburg School District of Gothenburg, in the 
County of Dawson, in the State of Nebraska was convened in open and public session at 6:18 P.M., on the 16th day of 
September, 2019, in the Gothenburg Public School Dist. #20 Discovery Center in said district. 
 Notice of the Hearing was given in advance thereof, according to law, by proper publication.  Notice of this 
Hearing was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education.  Availability of the Agenda and purpose of the 
Hearing was communicated in the advance notice of the Hearing and in the notice to the members of this Hearing.  All 
proceedings of the Board of Education were taken while the convened Hearing was open to the attendance of the 
public. 
 
The purpose of the hearing is to hear testimony, support, opposition, criticism, suggestions, or observations of 
taxpayers relating to the proposed 2019-2020 Dawson County School District #20 proposed Tax Request. 
 
 
Members  Jon Hudson    Jeremy Sitorius  
Present:  Becky Jobman    Kyle Fornoff 

Devin Brundage    Kay Streeter, Business Manager 
Nate Wyatt    Todd Rhodes, Superintendent   

        
Others  Ellen Mortensen--The Leader    
Present:           
   
Call to Order: President Wyatt opened the hearing at 6:18 P.M. 
  
 Superintendent Rhodes explained documentation pertaining to the proposed 2019-2020 Tax 

Request.   
 
 Mr. Wyatt asked for comments or questions from the Board.  Hearing none, President Wyatt closed 

the Tax Request Hearing at 6:28 P.M. 
 
 
 
     Kay Streeter 
     Business Manager/Recording Secretary 
 
 
 



MINUTE RECORD 
September 16, 2019 

 
 
The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students within a positive and innovative learning 
environment.  
 
 
 
  Kind   Where Held   President 
  Special   Discovery Center    Nate Wyatt 
  
Members  Jeremy Sitorius     Devin Brundage 
Present:  Kyle Fornoff     Becky Jobman 
  Nate Wyatt     Jon Hudson    
  Todd Rhodes, Superintendent    Kay Streeter, Business Manager 
   
        
Others  Ellen Mortensen--The Leader         
Present:       
             
Call to Order: President Wyatt called the meeting or order at 6.:28 P.M.  
 
A copy of the open meetings law is posted and available to the public. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Agenda: Moved by Hudson, seconded by Jobman to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes—Hudson,  

Jobman, Brundage, Sitorius, Fornoff, Wyatt.  Nays—none.  Approved. 
 
Board Resolution Motion to adopt Board Resolution 9-16-19-1 to set the 2019-2020 budget for District 20 
9-16-19-1: passed with a motion by Brundage and a second by Fornoff.  Ayes--Brundage, Fornoff, Hudson, 

Jobman, Sitorius, Wyatt.  Nays--none.  Approved. 
 
Board Resolution Motion to adopt Board Resolution 9-16-19-2 to set property tax request for District 20  
9-16-19-2: for 2019-2020 fiscal year passed with a motion by Jobman and a second by Hudson.  Ayes--

Brundage, Fornoff, Hudson, Jobman, Sitorius, Wyatt.  Nays--none.  Approved. 
 
Mr. Wyatt has signed a conflict of interest waiver, and will therefore removed himself from any discussion and vote on 

the following action item. 
 
Board Resolution Motion to adopt Board Resolution 9-16-19-3 to designate Flatwater Band and First State Bank as 
9-16-19-3 official depositories for district funds passed with a motion by Brundage and a second by Fornoff.  

Ayes--Brundage, Fornoff, Hudson, Jobman, Sitorius.  Abstain-- Wyatt.  Nays--none.  Approved. 
  
Discussion: Next  meeting October 14, 2019--7:00 P.M.   
 
Adjourn:  Moved by Jobman, seconded by Hudson to adjourn at 6:41 P.M.  Ayes—Brundage, Hudson,  
  Fornoff, Sitorius, Jobman, Wyatt.   Nays—none.  Approved. 
   
  
 
     Kay Streeter 
     Business Manager 
 



















































































































Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8151

Page 1 of  1

Internal Board Policies - Organization

Standing Committees

It shall be the policy of Gothenburg Public Schools that the following will be the standing
committees of the Board of Education:

      1.       Negotiations Committee

2.       Curriculum, Americanism Committee and Staff Relations

3. Transportation/Facilities

4. Finance Committee

5. Policy Committee

It shall further be the policy of Gothenburg Public Schools that the Superintendent shall appoint
the members of the above committees.

Legal Reference: §79-724
§79-520

Date of Adoption: April 14, 2008



    Board of Education Report 
   October Board Meeting Date: 10/14/19 
   Jay Holmes, Maintenance Supervisor 
 
    
Elementary Rooftop HVAC – Earlier this late summer/early fall it was 
discovered that all of the HVAC units on the roof in the Dudley had 
Aluminum wiring on the home runs in addition to multiple splices. At 
that time the unit that was out of service was changed over to a single 
run of copper wiring. Butterfield Electric has recently submitted a bid 
for $10,000., not to exceed, to remove and replace the aluminum wiring 
and splices for our remaining 3 remaining large HVAC units on Dudley 
Elementary roof.   
  
 
 
 



Gothenburg Schools Transportation Log
2019 - 2020

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May S'19 Totals

# 101  Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1360 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1360

102,768 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1360 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1360
# 102 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1908 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1908

113,760 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1908 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1908
# 131 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 978 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 978

94,051 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 978 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 978
# 132 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 826 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 826

90,549 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 826 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 826
16 Silver Imp.Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1469 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1469

43,260 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1469 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1469
17 Blue Imp. Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1409 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1409

27,187 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 1409 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1409
14 Red Imp. Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1,448 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,448

93,371 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1448 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1448
2014 Nissan Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8,668 SpEd 80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 80

Total 80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 80
17 Route Route 1935 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1935
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

28,060 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1935 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1935
2020 Route Route 1151 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1151
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

3,387 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1151 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1151
11 Route Route 1,215 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1215
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

107,685 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1215 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1215
08 Micro 1 Route 1,043 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1043
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

146,100 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1043 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1043
08 Micro 2 Route 161 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 161
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

137,916 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 161 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 161
11 Micro 3 Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

33,711 SpEd 532 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 532

Total 532 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 532
Challenger Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Activity 983 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 983
SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 983 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 983
Patriot Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Activity 2,286 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2286
SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0
Total 2286 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2286

Yellow Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
124,207 Activity 816 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 816

SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 816 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 816
2012 MCI Activity 2398 0 0 2398
Totals Route 5,505 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,505

Activity 14,299 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14,299
SpEd 612 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 612

Totals 22,814 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22,814



Administrator Report 
Meeting: October Board Meeting 
Date: 10/14/19 
Mrs. Angie Richeson 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Parent Teacher Conferences:​ Parent Teacher Conferences were held on Wednesday, 
September 18th and Friday, September 20th.  We had a great turn-out again this year with an 
average of only 2 students per class not having parents / guardians in attendance.  We have 
tried to track a precise parent / guardian attendance percentage but with 5th and 6th grade 
teachers setting up in the Elementary Gym… and with our new 5th and 6th grade “middle 
school concept” schedule… and finally with Flexible grouping (where students change classes 
frequently based on their mastery of a skill) we are finding it difficult to track parent / guardian 
attendance.  Not all teachers meet with their homeroom students anymore as parents / 
guardians may choose to visit with only one or two of the three grade level teachers (and not 
necessarily the homeroom teacher).  
 
6th Grade Outdoor Education:​ The 6th graders participated in Outdoor Education on Friday, 
September 13th.  They spent the morning at Doug and Stephanie Block’s farm and the 
afternoon at Lafayette Park.  These students experienced a jam-packed, memory-filled day of 
roping, tractor rides, FFA animals, a shooting trailer, safety activities, art, archery and 
horseshoes.  A huge thank you to all the individuals who volunteered their time to help 
throughout the day and to make this a day these 6th graders will remember for a lifetime. 
 
NED’s Mindset Mission:​ NED’s Mindset Mission visited Dudley Elementary on Monday, 
September 23rd.  The NED show sent a captivating performer that took our students on a 45 
minute journey filled with humor, yo-yo and magic tricks, puppetry and good old fashioned 
storytelling.  The assembly introduced the students to a cartoon character named NED who was 
on a very important mission… to find his mindset.  Throughout the performance, the students 
discovered how to activate their growth mindset to overcome social, emotional and academic 
challenges.  They learned about the Power of Yet… (N)ever giving up, (E)ncouraging each 
other and (D)oing their best. The performance was free to our school because of a “pay it 
forward” program.  A previous school sold yo-yo’s and their sales paid for our performance 
(which costs $1,400).  We then sold yo-yo’s and our sales will pay for another school.  In classic 
“Swede Style”, we sold over $3,121.00 in yo-yo’s at Dudley Elementary and we now have some 
expert yo-yo’ers! 
 



Administrator	Report	
Meeting:		September	Board	Meeting	
Date:		10/14/19	
Mr.	Seth	Ryker,	Jr/Sr.	High	Principal	
==============================================================================	
	
Topics:	
	
Progress	Reports	
Homecoming	Week	
Parent	Teacher	Conferences	
Musical	
PLC	
 
I.  Progress Reports/Down-list 
 
A. We have made a lot of progress in reducing the number of names on the 
down-list.   
a. We have made subtle changes to Swede Foundations (and probably 
further clarified expectations). 
 
II.  Homecoming Week 
 
A.  Great participation from both the students and the teachers. 
a. The weather wasn’t overly cooperative 
 
III.  Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
A. We had an excellent turnout for Parent Teacher conferences.  I don’t have 
exact numbers or percentages but I think parents were excited to meet new 
staff members. 
	
IV.  High School Musical 
 
V.  PLC Des Moines 
  
A. I will be attending the PLC Institute from 10/21-10/23 with 6 new staff 
members. 
	



Administrator Report 
Meeting:  October Board Meeting 
Date: 10/14/19 
Mr. Marc Mroczek, Activities Director 
============================================================================== 
Topics: 
 
Fall Activities  
Remaining Fall Activities 
NSAA Believers & Achievers Award 
Advertising 
NSIAAA Fall Conference 
NSAA District IV Meeting 
 

 
I. Fall Activities  

● We hosted the B-9 Sub-District Softball Tournament on October 7-8, 2019.  We beat 
Holdrege 8-5, lost to McCook 7-4, beat Lexington 6-5, and then lost to McCook in 
the championship game 6-2.  They finished their season 16-13. 

● Our Girls Golf team participated in the B-3 District Golf Tournament on Monday, 
October 7th.  Annica Harm finished in 6th place and qualified for the State Girls Golf 
Championships on October 14-15, 2019, at Elks Country Club in Columbus.  I will be 
going tomorrow to watch her.   

● Cross Country Districts will be held this Thursday, October 17th, at Crandell Creek 
Golf Course in Ogallala.  Start time is 3:00 P.M. MST.   

● Volleyball sub-districts will be held on October 28-29, 2019, at North Platte High 
School.  Other schools assigned are Chase County, Cozad, and Hershey. 

● The High School Musical took place this past weekend (October 12-13, 2019). 
 

 
II.  Remaining Fall Activities 

● JV/Varsity Volleyball will host Amherst on October 22, 2019. 
● We will be hosting the Southwest Conference Volleyball Tournament on October 25, 

2019.  Start time is 11:00 A.M. 
● State Cross Country at Kearney Country Club on October 25, 2019. 
● The last regular season football game is Thursday, October 24, 2019, at home vs. 

Ord.   
● The first round of football playoffs is Friday, November 1, 2019.  TBD. 
● National FFA Convention is October 28-November 1, 2019. 
● Jr. High Football and Volleyball teams will be concluding their seasons within the next 

week. 
 
III. NSAA Believers & Achievers Award 

● Heath Keiser was selected as 1 of 48 State Winners for the NSAA Believers & 
Achievers Award.  He will be receiving his award at the Boys State Basketball 
Championships on March 14th at halftime of the 4:30 P.M. game. 

● Tucker Wyatt was our other nomination as he is recognized as a local school winner. 
 
 
 



IV. Advertising 
● I am in the process of gathering information from other schools on what they charge 

to advertise within their school district.  
 
V. NSIAAA Fall Conference 

● The NSIAAA Fall Conference will be held in Kearney at the Younes Conference Center 
on November 2-4, 2019. I will be attending and helping with this since I’m the 
membership coordinator. 

 
VI. NSAA District IV Meeting 

● The NSAA District IV Meeting will be held in Kearney at the ESU 10 on November 4, 
2019.  I will be attending this along with Mr. Ryker to vote on current legislative 
proposals. 

 



Administrator	Report	
Meeting:		October	Board	Meeting	
Date:		10/14/19	
Teresa	Schneider,	Special	Education	Director/	Assistant	Elem.	Principal	
====================================================================	

• Special education upload was to take place on October 1st with corrections 
to be made by October 15th.  With the changes to the Student Record 
System (SRS) the upload has not yet taken place yet, as I type this report.  
I will be working with Mrs. Wiggins to make sure all special education 
students are uploaded and make any corrections necessary. 

• Current #’s for special education are 129 students receiving one or more 
services.  That is 14.8% of our student population. We have had 15 
students with Individualized Education Plans that have moved into our 
district since the beginning of the year and only 2 have moved out.  
Current numbers include  
High school=28, Junior high=13, Elementary=68, 4 and 5 years=8, Birth-
3=12 

• Picture retakes were completed on Thursday of last week. 
• The elementary appreciates the support of the community: 

o Aubrey Freeze, Miss Wheelchair Nebraska read to K-1 and had a 
question and answer session (September). 

o Stone Hearth reading buddies will begin on October 15th and will 
be on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.  They will read to 1st and 3rd 
graders. 

o Flatwater bank will be speaking to 4th-6th graders on the topic of 
“Get smart about credit”.  A date TBD will be in the next few 
weeks. 

o Kindergarten visited the post office and got to mail a letter and see 
how it is processed. 

o Kindergarten will be visiting the pumpkin patch in North Platte on 
October 17th. 
 
 

  



Administrator Report 
Meeting: October Board Meeting 
Date: 10/14/19 
Mrs. Allison Jonas, Director of Teaching & Learning 

 
 
Early Childhood: ​Our Rule 11 report has been filed.  We are no longer receiving grant funds but our 
reporting obligation is the same.  We’re currently serving 16 preschool students on a full-time basis 
utilizing one teacher and one para.  All students in our program meet two or more eligibility criteria. 
 
Curriculum: 

● Language Arts​ - Our review of materials has begun!  Mrs. Richeson, Mrs. Mroczek, and myself 
will attend an Instructional Materials Fellowship beginning the end of this month for more 
information on how best to select our next materials. 
 

● Math​ - We’ve had several on-site visits from other schools this year.  Our teachers have done a 
great job of being welcoming and willing to share their time and talents with other districts. 
 

● Science ​- Amplify is now running smoothly.  Our junior high has noted a significant increase in 
student engagement while elementary grades are loving the rigor of the program and how it 
integrates writing and problem solving. 

 
Assessment: 

● NSCAS​ - Data recently became available.  I’ll give a report as soon as the revision window is 
closed.  Individual Student Reports will go home with report cards in the elementary and mailed 
for Jr/Sr high that same week.  

● MAP​ - Complete.  Have met with grade levels to show them different reports they can pull and 
how those can guide their instruction, particularly at the small-group level.  If interested in 
seeing how this tool works, please let me know!  

● Pre-ACT​ - Sophomores will take this assessment on November 4th. 
● EBA​ - Been busy with this process as a team member and beginning tomorrow, as a reviewer. 

 
Instruction / Professional Development: 

● Mentor Program​ - WOW!  Our probationary teachers continue to do an incredible job.  I’m 
excited by all the new ideas that this team has brought to the table.  Once per month we meet in 
cohort and one-on one meetings which have been very beneficial. 

● PLC Conference​ is at the end of this month!  Mr. Ryker will be attending with six teachers.  
● PLC Agendas​ - For an updated view on what we’re working on in PLCs each week, please feel 

free to visit our Learning Team Agendas page! ​http://bit.ly/LearningTeamAgendas  
 
Evaluations: 

● Walkthroughs: ​44 
● Formal: ​0 (beginning November 11th) 
● Reflections: ​24 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13Oosw06NcXtIszYdST4yk_0iDd82wrQy-FZY2OM-uwg/preview#slide=id.g4a55a9a5df_0_23
http://bit.ly/LearningTeamAgendas


Administrator Report 
Meeting:  October Board Meeting 
Date:  10/14/19 
Dr. Todd Rhodes, Superintendent 
==================================================================== 
 
Resignations:  We have two classified resignations.  Keith Henninger-head custodian has 
resigned effective November 29,2019.  Peyton Ahlenstorf-elementary administrative assistant 
has resigned effective November 1, 2019.  We will begin advertising the Head custodial position 
this week.  Peyton has been on maternity leave and Karman Keith has been the long-term 
substitute.  We will keep Karman on through the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.	
 
PLCs:  All staff have been very engaged in our PLC process.  I have been impressed each week as 
I watch them work. 
 
Audit:  CSO CPAs are completing the data collection for the annual audit and the annual 
financial report.  We will present information from the audit at the November meeting.  The AFR 
is due on November 1st.  
 
State Conference:  Everyone is registered and hotel reservations have been made.  The 
conference runs form November 20th to the 22nd.  We can discuss transportation at the 
November board meeting.  I will have to go early as I have a legislative committee meeting. 
 
NRCSA:  I attended a NRCSA Region meeting this past Tuesday.  Jack Moles, Executive Director 
indicated NRCSA’s priorities for this school year are: school funding, teacher shortage, property 
tax relief and, as always, rural school advocacy.  NRCSA currently has over 200 member schools. 
 
STANCE:  As we approach a new legislative session, STANCE members have begun to formally 
meet.  STANCE has taken part in a few of the interim studies.  The tentative 2020 legislative 
session begins on January 8th.  This is a short session (60 days) so it will be interesting to see 
what the senators can get done.  
	
Board Committee meetings:  I would like to formally schedule monthly committee meetings.  If 
there is no need to meet that is fine, but in any event we will have them on the calendar.   
 
Contract Workdays: 

July-17 days 
August-20 days   
September-20 days 

 
 
 
 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9370

Page 1 of  1

Bylaws of the Board - Meetings

Closed Sessions

The Board of Education may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest or
for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has
not requested a public meeting.  Closed sessions may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such
reasons as:  (a) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, or
litigation; (b) discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices; (c) investigative
proceedings regarding allegations or misconduct; or (d) evaluation of the job performance of a
person when necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person and if such person
has not requested a public meeting; provided, however a closed meeting shall never be held for
the purpose of discussing the appointment or election of a new member to the Board of
Education.

The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session.  The subject matter and the
reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. The entire
motion, the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when
the closed session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes.  If the motion to
close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on
the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The Board shall restrict its
consideration of matters during the closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion
to close as the reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session
before any formal action may be taken.

Any member of the Board shall have the right to challenge the continuation of a closed session if
the member determines that the session has exceeded the reasons stated in the original motion to
hold a closed session.  Such challenge shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members
of the public body.  Such challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.

The term "closed session" as used in the policies, regulations and Bylaws of the District shall
include within its meaning any "executive session" or "executive meeting" authorized or
prescribed by said policies, regulations and Bylaws, all of said terms being interchangeable.

Legal Reference: §§84-1407 to 84-1414

Date of Adoption:  November 13, 2006
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