
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1405 PROGRESS PARKWAY

VIRGINIA MN 55792

Regular Meeting
Monday, July 10, 2023  at  6:00 PM

Rock Ridge Administration Building, 1405 Progress Parkway, 
Virginia, MN 55792

AGENDA

1. Call to order.
2. Approval of agenda.
3. Recognition of visitors and visitor input.
4. Consent Agenda:

1. Approval of June 26, 2023 regular meeting minutes.
2. Acceptance of resignation of Brian Hake from the Secondary Teacher position 
effective June 27, 2023. 

5. Reports:
1. Treasurer's Report.
2. Rock Ridge Staff Survey.
3. Superintendent.

1. Administrative changes since the old Eveleth-Gilbert and Virginia 
school districts began cooperating.

6. Administration Items:
1. Consider approval of a quote for new Rock Ridge choir robes. 
2. Consider the Elementary S.M.A.R.T. program and staffing.
3. Consider approval of Child and Adult Care Program Renewal of Contract 
for Vended Meals 2023.

7. Meeting Announcements:
1. The next regular meeting will be Monday, August 14, 2023 at the Rock Ridge 
Administration Building, 1405 Progress Pkwy, Virginia.
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8. Adjournment.



OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2909

MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2023, 6:00 P.M.
ROCK RIDGE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1405 PROGRESS PARKWAY, VIRGINIA, MN 55792

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

Members Present: Other Staff Present:
Bill Addy Tim Riordan Dr. Noel Schmidt, Superintendent
Nicole Culbert-Dahl Pollyann Sorcan Matt Krage, Secondary Teacher
Brandi Lautigar John Uhan

Lisa Westby
Members Absent: 
None

I. CHAIR ADDY called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

II. APPROVE AGENDA: Motion to approve the agenda made by LAUTIGAR, seconded by UHAN. 
Motion passed unanimously.

III. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND VISITOR INPUT: Katherine Disterhaft – Issuance of bonds; 
Fritz Kvaternik – 1404 Building/Issuance of bonds.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Motion to approve the consent agenda made by UHAN, seconded by RIORDAN.

1. SORCAN pulled for discussion: 4.7 Approval of hire of Debra Meissner-Devries for the 
0.68 FTE Interventionist position with a total salary of $81,841 (Step J MA. Includes 0.32 
FTE ESL Teacher position) effective August 28, 2023.

2. Motion passed unanimously.
a. Approval of June 12, 2023 regular meeting minutes.
b. Approval of correction of coaching rehires for Spring Play for 2023-24: Approved 

at the June 12, 2023 meeting: Chris Chad - Director Spring Play and Jeremy 
Liimatta - Co-Director Spring Play. The correct rehiring is as follows: Chris Chad 
- Assistant Director Spring Play and Jeremy Liimatta - Director Spring Play.

c. Approval of hire of Karlie Lucente for the Summer Day Camp Counselor position 
at a rate of $12.00/hour effective June 5 – August 26, 2023.

d. Approval of hire of Cindi Nelson for the Summer Day Camp Fill-In Substitute 
position at a rate of $12.00/hour effective June 23 - August 25, 2023.

e. Approval of hire of Martha Lash for the School Readiness Teacher position (LES) 
at a rate of $31.00/hour effective August 28, 2023.

f. Approval of hire of Bethany Lash for the School Readiness Teacher position (PES) 
at a rate of $31.00/hour effective August 28, 2023.

g. Approval of unpaid leave of absence for Elementary Teacher, Annie Nichols from 
approximately November 22, 2023 through January 1, 2024.

h. Acceptance of termination of Alyssa Pulles from the Paraprofessional position 
effective at the end of the 2022-23 school year.

i. Acceptance of termination of Rose Walburn from the Paraprofessional position 
effective at the end of the 2022-23 school year.

j. Approval of pay increase for the Summer Day Camp Counselor position from 
$12.00/hour to $13.50/hour effective June 5, 2023.

k. Approval of 2023-2024 Membership Renewal for MREA in the amount of $2,500.
l. Approval of Rock Ridge A Cappella Choir trip: March 20 - March 25, 2024 New 

York City, NY.
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m. Approval of Rock Ridge A Cappella Choir trip: November 17-18, 2023: ACDA-
MN State Conference.

n. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation from Tucker Nelson in the amount of 
$100 given to Hannah Davidson-Teff for classroom needs.

o. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation from Allison Kreibich State Farm in 
the amount of $4,500 for the #RockRidgeRising Campaign - Varsity Baseball 
scoreboard.

p. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation from Anthony and Mary Skenzich in 
the amount of $300 for the #RockRidgeRising Campaign - Steve Kerzie Legacy 
Fund.

B. Following discussion of pulled item, motion to approve 4.7 Approval of hire of Debra Meissner-
Devries for the 0.68 FTE Interventionist position with a total salary of $81,841 (Step J MA. 
Includes 0.32 FTE ESL Teacher position) effective August 28, 2023 made by LAUTIGAR, 
seconded by UHAN. Motion passed 6-1 with SORCAN abstaining.

V. REPORTS:
A. Matt Krage provided a brief description of what the first week of school at RRHS will look like 

this fall for students and staff. 
B. Motion to approve Payment of the Bills made by UHAN, seconded by RIORDAN. Motion 

passed unanimously. 
C. Supt. Schmidt gave a brief overview of the 2023 Legislative Recap.

VI.  ADMINISTRATION ITEMS:
A. Motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds made by UHAN, 

seconded by LAUTIGAR. Roll call vote. Motion passed 6-1 with SORCAN voting NO.
B. Motion to approve EMC and RAM as the District's Property, Liability, and Workers Comp 

Insurance Provider made by UHAN, seconded by RIORDAN. Motion passed 6-1 with 
SORCAN voting NO.

C. Motion to approve the MOU regarding instructional time and prep time for Secondary 
Teacher, Greg Foster for the 2023-2024 school year made by RIORDAN, seconded by 
CULBERT-DAHL. Motion passed unanimously.

D. Motion to approve the 3D virtual tour to be created for the remainder of the Eveleth campus 
made by ADDY, seconded by UHAN. Following discussion, ADDY amended his motion to 
remove the item from the agenda to allow for more information and discussion.

E. Motion to approve the agreement between the State of Minnesota Colleges and Universities 
on behalf of Bemidji State University and Rock Ridge Public Schools for student teaching 
and field experience opportunities effective June 21, 2023 until June 20, 2028 made by 
LAUTIGAR, seconded by CULBERT-DAHL. Motion passed unanimously.

F. Motion to approve the Concurrent Enrollment Contract between the State of Minnesota 
Colleges and Universities on behalf of Lake Superior College and Rock Ridge Public 
Schools made by CULBERT-DAHL, seconded by RIORDAN. Motion passed unanimously.

VII. MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS were made.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 6:46 P.M.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
CHAIR - BILL ADDY CLERK – BRANDI LAUTIGAR























Checking/Savings Accounts Balance
Miner's National Bank $4,519,947
Frandsen Bank $2,988,423
First National Bank of Gilbert $1,617,554
MNTrust/PMA Securities $699,776
MN School District Liquid Asset Funds (MSDLAF) $324,109

$10,149,810

Construction Bond Funds Balance
Ehlers Investment Partners: $12,836,399

OPEB Funds Balance
MNTrust/PMA Securities $9,075,010
MidAmerica $5,112,551

$14,187,561

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #2909
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

TREASURER'S REPORT
BANK BALANCES

As of June 30, 2023





































































Administration Changes in Staffing since the Eveleth-Gilbert and Virginia School
Districts began Cooperating

Eveleth-Gilbert District (4 positions) Virginia District (6 positions)
1 Superintendent 1 Superintendent
1 Activities Director 1 Activities Director
1 Business Director 1 Business Director
1 Buildings and Grounds/Custodial/Transportation 1 Buildings and Grounds

1 Transportation
1 School Business Coordinator

Early Rock Ridge (1 position)
1 Fundraising

Total = 11 positions

Rock Ridge - Now (7 positions)
1 Superintendent
2 Activity Directors
1 Business Director
1 Buildings and Grounds/Custodial Supervisor
1 Transportation Director
1 School Business Coordinator

Positions no longer in existence (4 positions) Approximate Savings
1 Superintendent $196,000
1 Business Manager $ 75,000
1 Buildings and Grounds Director $119,000
1 Fundraising $100,000

Total Savings $490,000



Rock Ridge High School ~ Choir Robe Purchase


Two RRHS choirs (A Cappella Choir and Bel Canto) need robes for their performances.  When ordering choir 
robes, more need to be purchased in order to accommodate growth of the program and the various sizes of 
singers over multiple years.  


There are fewer and fewer companies that provide custom, high quality robes.  The two leading choir robe 
providers are Thomas Creative Apparel, Inc. and Academic Apparel.  Several attempts were made to get 
information and a quote from Academic Apparel with no success.


There is a higher cost associated with custom robes from a high quality provider, but the robes will last for 
decades.  


Below are the quotes (in order of preference) from three different level of providers.  The detailed quotes are 
included on the next pages.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Quote #1: Thomas Creative Apparel, Inc. (“top of the line” option) 

A Cappella Choir:	 $19,860.00	 black robe with green satin lining in the sleeves, black stole with 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 two green satin accent stripes


Bel Canto:	 	 $11,220.00	 black robe, black stoles with one green satin accent stripe


TOTAL			 $31,080.00 
  

This is the preferred option.  These robes are of the highest quality, the company has the best 
reputation, and the customer service is second to none.  The have the most options to choose from 
and are more custom made.  Their green satin color is the best match to our school colors.  I have 
worked extensively with a choral robe specialist to create the set up, color selection, and design.  
Their quote is only $3,000.00 more than the next level down, but the quality will be much higher.  


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Quote #2: Cousins Concert Attire (“middle of the road” option) 

A Cappella Choir:	 $15,000.00	 black robe with green lining in sleeves, black stole with one green 		
	 	 	 	 	 accent stripe


Bel Canto:	 	 $12,150.00	 black robe, solid green stole


TOTAL:		 $28,025.00 

This is a semi-custom company.  They only have a handful of options and limited color selections.  
Their green is not as close of a match to Rock Ridge green.  I worked with a representative on colors 
and design, but with their limited options, there was not much to choose from. 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Quote #3: Ivy Robes (“cheapest” option) 

A Cappella Choir:	 $7855.00	 black robe with green accent on sleeve, black stole with one 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 green accent stripe


Bel Canto:	 	 $5580.00	 black robe, black stole with one green accent stripe


TOTAL:		 $13,435.00


This company is not a custom provider.  There are very few options for robes and stoles, a limited 
color selection and no customization.  It is an a la carte kind of shop with no real customer service.  





A Cappella Choir:  

black robe with green satin lining in the sleeve

black stole with two green satin accent stripes


Bel Canto 

black robe

black stole with one green satin accent stripe 

stole is reversible with a solid green stain reverse side



Cousin's Concert Attire
360 Fairfield Ave
Stamford, CT  06902 US
sales@concertattire.com
www.concertattire.com

Estimate

ADDRESS

MATT KRAGE
ROCK RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
1403 PROGRESS PKWY
VIRGINIA, MN  55792

SHIP TO

MATT KRAGE
ROCK RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
1403 PROGRESS PKWY
VIRGINIA, MN  55792

ESTIMATE # DATE EXPIRATION DATE

1884 07/06/2023 12/29/2023

SALES REP
JKL

DATE PRODUCT DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT

07/06/2023 RB113 
MICHAELANGELO

RB113 MICHAELANGELO ROBE, 
BLACK POPLIN, WITH GREEN 
SATIN SLEEVE INSET. NO 
EMBROIDERY.  (SIZES AND 
COLORS TBD)

100 120.00 12,000.00

07/06/2023 S10 HARMONY STOLE S10 HARMONY STOLE, SAME 
BOTH SIDES, COMBO EDGES.  
BLACK POPLIN INSET WITH 
GREEN SATIN EDGES. NO 
EMBROIDERY. ONE SIZE.

100 30.00 3,000.00

07/06/2023 RB111 - ANGELICA 
ONE COLOR ROBE

RB111 - ANGELICA ONE COLOR 
ROBE WITH FLUTTING, 
STRAIGHT SLV. ALL BLACK 
POPLIN. NO EMBROIDERY. 
(SIZES TBD)

75 140.00 10,500.00

07/06/2023 S12 S12- SONATA STOLE - ALL 
GREEN SATIN. (EXACT COLOR 
TBD). NO EMBROIDERY. ONE 
SIZE.

75 22.00 1,650.00

Shipping is normally 8%. Shipping discount given for this order. SUBTOTAL 27,150.00

SHIPPING 875.00
TOTAL $28,025.00

Accepted By Accepted Date



A Cappella Choir 

black robe with green lining in sleeve

black stole with green accent stripe (no embroidery like shown in picture)




Bel Canto


black robe

solid green stole (no embroidery)



Matt Krage
Bel Canto Robes

black robe
black stole with green accent stripe



Matt Krage
A Cappella Choir Robes

black robe with green accent stripe on sleeve
black stole with one green accent stripe

Matt Krage

Matt Krage

Matt Krage
$13,435.00
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