
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
411 SOUTH 5TH AVENUE

VIRGINIA MN 55792

Regular Meeting
Monday, February 14, 2022  at  6:00 PM

Rock Ridge Administration Building (formerly Spectrum Health 
Building), 1405 Progress Parkway, Virginia, MN 55792

AGENDA

Masks are required to be worn indoors while on school district property.

1. Call to order.
2. Approval of agenda.
3. Recognition of visitors and visitor input.
4. Consent Agenda:

1. Approval of January 24, 2022 regular meeting minutes.
2. Payment of the bills.
3. Acceptance of resignation of Brandon Lind from the Weight Room Supervisor 
position effective January 17, 2022.
4. Acceptance of resignation of Alyssa Radtke from the Assistant Girls' Track Coach 
position effective December 9, 2021.
5. Acceptance of resignation of Allen Hawley from the Assistant Track and Field Coach 
position effective February 10, 2022. 
6. Approval of hire of Preston Rodberg for the Weight Room Supervisor (EGJH) 
position at a rate of $10.00/hour effective January 24, 2022. 
7. Approval of hire of Peter Krasaway for the Lunchroom/Playground Supervisor 
(Parkview) position at a rate of $14.00/hour effective February 7, 2022. 
8. Approval of hire of Allen Wiermaa for the Custodian/General/Maintenance/Driver 
position (VHS) at a rate of $24.25/hour effective February 9, 2022.
9. Approval of hire of Muriel Deegan for the Indian Education Elementary Advisor 
position at a rate of $17.00/hour effective February 15, 2022.
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10. Approval of hire of Trenton Jivery for the Level 1: Technology Support position 
(District) at a rate of $21.72/hour effective February 22, 2022.
11. Approval of hire of Elisa Boe for the Summer School Coordinator position at the 
Summer School rate of pay effective June 6, 2022 through July 1, 2022. 
12. Approval of additional duty as Teacher Leader for the 2021-2022 school year at a 
stipend of $500.00 each for the following teachers (Roosevelt): Heather Gulbranson, 
Beth Collins, Ed Cremers, and Stacy L. Aune ($250.00 August 31, 2021 - January 7, 
2022).
13. Approval of FTE increase from 0.9 FTE to 1.0 FTE for Matthew Anderson effective 
August 31, 2021. 
14. Approval of lane change for Bryan Carey from BA+20 to MA effective February 1, 
2022.
15. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of winter clothing from the United Way 
to the students of Parkview and Franklin Elementaries. 
16. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of winter clothing from Legacy Church to 
the students at Parkview and Franklin Elementaries.
17. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of clothing and hygiene items for students 
in need in the district from Gethsemane Lutheran Church.
18. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of personal care items and clothing for 
students who are in need in the district from Northeastern Minnesota United Way.
19. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation from Walmart of gift cards in the amount 
of $250.00 each for student needs at Roosevelt, Parkview and VHS, as well as, winter 
clothing for Rock Ridge students from the Virginia Elks Club. 
20. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of a $100.00 Target gift card from 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church for personal care items needed by students in Roosevelt 
and/or VHS.
21. Acceptance and appreciation of an anonymous donation in the amount of $1,000.00 
for the VHS band program/Mr. Daniel Melby.
22. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of 180 COVID test kits and 160 N95 
masks to be used throughout the Rock Ridge School District from Scenic Rivers.
23. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $100.00 to the #RockRidgeRising 
Campaign - John Vukmanich Music Learning Lab from Will McBride in honor of the 
Roger McBride Family.
24. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $25.00 to the #RockRidgeRising 
Campaign - John Vukmanich Music Learning Lab from April Bartoletti.
25. Acceptance and appreciation of an anonymous donation of $25,000.00 to the 
#RockRidgeRising Campaign.
26. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $2,000.00 to the #RockRidgeRising 
Campaign - Mary Harrington Classroom Dedication from William and Margaret 
(Harrington) Conroy in memory of Mary Harrington.
27. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $100.00 to the #RockRidgeRising 
Campaign - John Vukmanich Music Learning Lab from Laura (McBride) Ehling in 
honor of the Roger McBride Family.
28. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $250.00 to the #RockRidgeRising 
Campaign - John Vukmanich Music Learning Lab from Catherine McBride in honor of 
the Roger McBride Family.



29. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $1,500.00 from Kraus-Anderson to the 
trailer project of Mr. Greg Foster.
30. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation of $1,750.00 from St. Germain's Cabinet 
Inc. to the Building Construction Class.
31. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation in the amount of $1,000.00 from 
Virginia-Eveleth Carpenters Local No. 606 to the trailer project of Mr. Greg Foster.
32. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation in the amount of $1,000.00 to the 
#RockRidgeRising Campaign - Construction Trailer Project from Altobelli Peterson 
Construction.
33. Acceptance and appreciation of a donation in the amount of $1,000.00 to the 
#RockRidgeRising Campaign - Construction Trailer Project from Vertex Metal Roofing.
34. Approval of Cooperative Sponsorship of Dance High Kick and Jazz 
(2021-2022 school year), Girls' Tennis (2022-2023 school year) and 
Baseball (2021-2022 school year). 

5. Reports:
1. Fundraising update.

1. Welch Family Memorial Tech and Clean Manufacturing Lab 
Dedication.
2. Consider approval of Naming Rights Agreement between Rock 
Ridge Public Schools and The Miners National Bank of Eveleth for the 
naming rights of the new RRHS aquatic facility. 

2. Roosevelt Elementary Principal's Report.
3. Request from the City of Gilbert to Rock Ridge School District to sell 
parcels owned by the district, within the City of Gilbert, to the City of 
Gilbert once the buildings have been removed.

6. Administration Items:
1. Consider approval of Rock Ridge World's Best Workforce Report. 
2. Consider approval of Resolution Closing the Roosevelt Elementary and 
Gilbert Campus Buildings.
3. Consider approval of Resolution in Support of the Congressional IDEA 
Full Funding Act.
4. Consider approval of an estimate for HVAC unit replacement at the Rock 
Ridge Administration Building.
5. Consider approval of space (16,720 SF to the Eveleth-Gilbert Arrowhead 
Head Start and 16,165 SF to the Virginia Parkview Arrowhead Head Start) 
as an in-kind contribution to the Arrowhead Head Start program for the 
2021-2022 program year.
6. Consider support of Coalition for Construction Sales Tax Exemption - HF 
768/SF 216 and HF 2786.

7. Meeting Announcements:
1. The next regular meeting will be Wednesday, February 23, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. at the 
Rock Ridge Administration Building, 1405 Progress Pkwy, Virginia.

8. Closed session to receive update on teacher contraction negotiations pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. 13D.03.
9. Adjournment.
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OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTICT NO. 2909
MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2022, 6:00 P.M.

ROCK RIDGE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1405 PROGRESS PARKWAY, VIRGINIA, MN 55792
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

Members Present:                                                                                       Other Staff Present:
Pollyann Sorcan Tom Tammaro                                                     Dr. Noel Schmidt, Superintendent
Nicole Culbert-Dahl Tim Riordan               Jeff Carey, Buildings & Grounds
Brandi Lautigar                     John Uhan (left at 7:33 P.M.)                                            Todd Griepentrog, Gilbert Campus Principal
Matt Sjoberg Stacey Scholz                                                                                           Spencer Aune, Business Manager

Members Absent:
Bill Addy

I. CHAIR RIORDAN called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and 
roll call was taken. 

II. APPROVE AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the agenda was made by LAUTIGAR, seconded by UHAN. Motion passed unanimously.

III. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND VISITOR INPUT:  NONE.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:  
CHAIR RIORDAN announced corrections to include the addition of “Pending passing of the Para Pro Test within 3 
months of employment” to Beth Anderson’s hire recommendation and change her effective date to January 24, 
2022. Motion by SCHOLZ, seconded by TAMMARO, to approve the corrected Consent Agenda. Motion passed 
unanimously.
A.  Approval of January 10, 2022 organizational and regular meeting minutes.
B.  Approval of the bills.
C.  Approval of hire of Jason Lackner for the Custodian/General Maintenance/Grounds/Driver Afternoon Shift 
position at the rate of $24.25/hour effective January 11, 2022.
D.  Approval of hire of Lisa Marchetti for the Special Education Para Educator position (VHS) at a rate of 
$18.47/hour effective January 18, 2022 pending passing of the Para Pro Test within three months of employment.
E.  Approval of hire of Beth Anderson for the Special Education Para Educator position (VHS) at a rate of 
$18.47/hour effective January 24, 2022 pending passing of the Para Pro Test within three months of employment.
F.  Approval of hire of Nicole Sundt for the Temporary Para Educator position (Parkview) at a rate of $18.47/hour 
effective January 24, 2022.
G.  Approval of hire of McKenzi Lageson for the Para Educator position (Parkview) at a rate of $18.47/hour 
effective February 1, 2022 pending passing of the Para Pro Test within three months of employment.
H.  Approval of hire of Matt Anderson for the Head Varsity Football Coach position effective August 15, 2022.
I.  Approval of hire of Kortney Rosati for the Co-Head Girls Tennis Coach position effective August 15, 2022.
J.  Approval of hire of Jessica Kralich for the Co-Head Girls Tennis Coach position effective August 15, 2022.
K.  Approval of transfer of Para Educator Lisa Gibson to Para Educator Job #707 (VHS) effective January 24, 2022.
L.  Approval of transfer of Chris Ismil from the Co-Head Cross Country Coach position to the Head Cross Country 
Coach position effective August 15, 2022.
M.  Acceptance of resignation of Courtney Thelen from the Lunch Aide position (Franklin) effective January 14, 
2022.
N.  Approval of termination of Marissa (Mason) Rose from the Indian Education Elementary Advisor position 
effective January 10, 2022.
O.  Approval of lane change for Amanda Wolfe from BA+10 to BA+20 effective February 1, 2022.
P.  Approval of lane change for Caley Westin from BA+20 to MA effective February 1, 2022.
Q.  Approval of Noel Schmidt’s travel to Nashville, Tennessee on February 14, 15, and 16 for the Superintendent 
Academy. This is part of the Superintendent Academy. Most meetings are on Saturday, but this part is an in-person 
meeting.
R.  Acceptance and thank you to the Virginia Elks Club for their generous donation of a gift card and winter 
clothing.
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S.  Acceptance and thank you to Jim Hafdahl from the Card Shop in Virginia for the donation of stickers to the 
Parkview Elementary.

V.  2020-2021 ANNUAL AUDIT PRESENTATION AND CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE:

      A.  Walter, Giroux and Hahne presented the 2020-2021 Annual Audit.
B.  Motion to approve the 2020-2021 Annual Audit made by SJOBERG, seconded by LAUTIGAR. Motion passed 
unanimously.
      

VI. CM QUARTERLY PRESENTATIONS:

      A.  Kraus-Anderson gave quarterly presentations on RRPS, Laurentian Elementary School, Rock Ridge 
      High School, North Star Elementary and Demolition Projects. 

B.  Consider approving KA Contract Amendment #03. Motion to approve SJOBERG, seconded by 
      SCHOLZ. Motion passed 6-1 with SORCAN voting NO. UHAN left the meeting at 7:33 P.M. 
      before the vote.

VII. REPORTS:

      A.  Todd Griepentrog provided an update from the Nelle Shean Elementary and the Eveleth-Gilbert 
     Junior High.

B.  Superintendent Schmidt discussed the Pedestrian Trails Connections Study, Minnesota Student Survey, 
donation of school property to cities, nonprofits or community organizations, Laurentian Elementary School and 
future grand opening, staffing process for the Laurentian Elementary, Rock Ridge High School and North Star 
Elementary, elementary attendance boundaries for 2022-2023, and end of school year building closings and 
openings and moving items from one building to another.
C.  Motion to approve the Minnesota Student Survey made by LAUTIGAR, seconded by SCHOLZ. Motion passed 5-
2 with SORCAN and CULBERT-DAHL voting NO.
D.  Motion to approve donations of school property to the community and nonprofits made by LAUTIGAR, 
seconded by SCHOLZ. Motion passed 5-1 with SORCAN voting NO and CULBERT-DAHL abstaining.

VIII. ADMINISTRATION ITEMS:
A. Motion to approve the revised COVID-19 Mitigation Plan 21-22 made by SCHOLZ, seconded by TAMMARO. 
Motion passed 6-1 with SORCAN voting NO.
B. Motion to approve 2022 School Board Committee Assignments made by SCHOLZ, seconded by LAUTIGAR. 
Motion passed 5-2 with CULBERT-DAHL and SORCAN voting NO.

IX.  MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS were made.

X.  ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by LAUTIGAR, seconded by CULBERT-DAHL, to adjourn meeting. Motion passed 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:43 P.M.

______________________________________   _____________________________________
CHAIR – TIM RIORDAN   CLERK – BRANDI LAUTIGAR

































































Minnesota State High School League
2100 Freeway Blvd., Brooklyn Center, MN 55430-1735

763-560-2262, Fax: 763.569.0499

Application for Cooperative Sponsorship
Deadline:  Not later than 30 days prior to the first day of practice for that sport season.

PLEASE SEE BYLAW 403.2 (A-C) and 403.4 (A-D) (amended May 15, 2017) FOR INFORMATION REGARDING REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
AND APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The governing boards of each participating school must jointly make application for cooperative sponsorship.

On behalf of the following schools, we hereby apply for cooperative sponsorship of _Dance High Kick_and 
Jazz_______________
beginning with the 2021___ - 2022__ school year. (activity)  (boys’ or girls’)  (Adapted-CI or PI)

List ALL schools included in the cooperative sponsorship.  Attach another form if necessary.
School Enrollment

(9-12)*
City Administrative

Region**
Competitive

Section**
High School #1: Virginia 443 Virginia 7A 4AA

High School #2: Eveleth-Gilbert 246 Eveleth 7A 4A

High School #3:

High School #4:

*Enrollment reported to the State of Minnesota on October 1 of the previous school year. **Current (Number and Class)

1. Do any of the above schools belong to a conference in this activity?
 Yes This application must include a review and comments from the conference(s) of which the schools are members.
X No

2. Do any of the above schools currently have a cooperative agreement in this activity?
 Yes An application for dissolution must be submitted for the existing agreement.
X No

3. Describe the conditions which have prompted your request to co-sponsor this activity. (See model resolution at 
www.mshsl.org/About MSHSL/Membership Information: A History & Model Resolution for School Boards)

Eveleth Gilbert and Virginia schools are combining to become Rock Ridge _____________________________
4. List the number of students, by grade level, who participated in this activity during the previous year.  If the school did not 

sponsor the program last year, indicate the number of students expected to participate in this cooperatively-sponsored activity this year if approved.
7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

High School #1 2 3 3 4

High School #2 1 2 1

High School #3

High School #4

5. Team Identification: (Indicate how cooped schools should be identified in tournament programs): _____________________________

Rock Ridge ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Team Colors: ___Wolverine Green and Black_____________________ Team Mascot:_______Wolverines_________

7. Host School (school that will receive revenue share check):   Virginia _______________________________________

Board of Education (or designee) School Date

Signed__Josh Lamppa______________ Virgnia 1-20-22

Signed_Chad Hazelton__________________ Eveleth 1-20-22

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Official Action of the MSHSL Board of Directors

  Approved   Not Approved

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _________________________________



MSHSL Executive Director



Minnesota State High School League
2100 Freeway Blvd., Brooklyn Center, MN 55430-1735

763-560-2262, Fax: 763.569.0499

Application for Cooperative Sponsorship
Deadline:  Not later than 30 days prior to the first day of practice for that sport season.

PLEASE SEE BYLAW 403.2 (A-C) and 403.4 (A-D) (amended May 15, 2017) FOR INFORMATION REGARDING REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
AND APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The governing boards of each participating school must jointly make application for cooperative sponsorship.

On behalf of the following schools, we hereby apply for cooperative sponsorship of _Girls Tennis________________
beginning with the 2022___ - 2023__ school year. (activity)  (boys’ or girls’)  (Adapted-CI or PI)

List ALL schools included in the cooperative sponsorship.  Attach another form if necessary.
School Enrollment

(9-12)*
City Administrative

Region**
Competitive

Section**
High School #1: Virginia 443 Virginia 7A 7A

High School #2: Eveleth-Gilbert 246 Eveleth 7A 7A

High School #3:

High School #4:

*Enrollment reported to the State of Minnesota on October 1 of the previous school year. **Current (Number and Class)

1. Do any of the above schools belong to a conference in this activity?
 Yes This application must include a review and comments from the conference(s) of which the schools are members.
X No

2. Do any of the above schools currently have a cooperative agreement in this activity?
 Yes An application for dissolution must be submitted for the existing agreement.
X No

3. Describe the conditions which have prompted your request to co-sponsor this activity. (See model resolution at 
www.mshsl.org/About MSHSL/Membership Information: A History & Model Resolution for School Boards)

Eveleth Gilbert and Virginia schools are combining to become Rock Ridge _____________________________
4. List the number of students, by grade level, who participated in this activity during the previous year.  If the school did not 

sponsor the program last year, indicate the number of students expected to participate in this cooperatively-sponsored activity this year if approved.
7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

High School #1 11 13 8 6 8 8

High School #2 2 2 6 3

High School #3

High School #4

5. Team Identification: (Indicate how cooped schools should be identified in tournament programs): _____________________________

Rock Ridge ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Team Colors: ___Wolverine Green and Black_____________________ Team Mascot:_______Wolverines_________

7. Host School (school that will receive revenue share check):   Virginia _______________________________________

Board of Education (or designee) School Date

Signed_Josh Lamppa __Virginia __1-31-22

Signed_Chad Hazelton __Eveleth _1-31-22

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Official Action of the MSHSL Board of Directors

  Approved   Not Approved

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _________________________________
MSHSL Executive Director



Minnesota State High School League
2100 Freeway Blvd., Brooklyn Center, MN 55430-1735

763-560-2262, Fax: 763.569.0499

Application for Cooperative Sponsorship
Deadline:  Not later than 30 days prior to the first day of practice for that sport season.

PLEASE SEE BYLAW 403.2 (A-C) and 403.4 (A-D) (amended May 15, 2017) FOR INFORMATION REGARDING REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
AND APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The governing boards of each participating school must jointly make application for cooperative sponsorship.

On behalf of the following schools, we hereby apply for cooperative sponsorship of ___Boys Baseball_________
beginning with the 2021_____ - 2022_____ school year. (activity)  (boys’ or girls’)  (Adapted-CI or PI)

List ALL schools included in the cooperative sponsorship.  Attach another form if necessary.
School Enrollment

(9-12)*
City Administrative

Region**
Competitive

Section**
High School #1: Virginia 443 Virginia 7A 7A

High School #2: Eveleth-Gilbert 246 Eveleth 7A 7A

High School #3:

High School #4:

*Enrollment reported to the State of Minnesota on October 1 of the previous school year. **Current (Number and Class)

1. Do any of the above schools belong to a conference in this activity?
X Yes This application must include a review and comments from the conference(s) of which the schools are members.
 No

2. Do any of the above schools currently have a cooperative agreement in this activity?
 Yes An application for dissolution must be submitted for the existing agreement.
XNo

3. Describe the conditions which have prompted your request to co-sponsor this activity. (See model resolution at 
www.mshsl.org/About MSHSL/Membership Information: A History & Model Resolution for School Boards)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
4. List the number of students, by grade level, who participated in this activity during the previous year.  If the school did not 

sponsor the program last year, indicate the number of students expected to participate in this cooperatively-sponsored activity this year if approved.
7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

High School #1 8 9 2 10

High School #2 8 3 2 6

High School #3

High School #4

5. Team Identification: (Indicate how cooped schools should be identified in tournament programs): _____________________________

Rock Ridge ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Team Colors: __Wolverine Green/Black____________________    Team Mascot: Wolverines

7. Host School (school that will receive revenue share check): Rock Ridge

Board of Education (or designee) School Date

Signed_Josh Lamppa __Virginia______________ 1-31-22

Signed_Chad Hazelton _______Eveleth_______________ 1-31-22

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Signed__________________________________ ____________________________________ _______________

Official Action of the MSHSL Board of Directors

  Approved   Not Approved

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _________________________________
MSHSL Executive Director



CLASSROOM DEDICATION PROJECT

February 5, 2022

Bill Welch
S4304 Ledges Place
Eau Claire, WI 54701

RE:  $15,000 Donation for Tech and Clean Manufacturing Lab Dedication in Honor of The Welch Family

Dear Bill:

This is to acknowledge your family’s donation of $15,000 and ongoing support of competitive STEM teams to
ISD #2909 Rock Ridge Public Schools (the “District”) and for which the District will dedicate the Tech and
Clean Manufacturing Lab at Rock Ridge High School in honor of The Welch Family.

This letter also is to confirm our agreement and understanding that your $15,000 donation will be utilized and
expended by and at the discretion of District Administration for the District’s ongoing, large scale construction
project involving construction of new school buildings and campuses in the District.

On behalf of the District, I would like to thank you for this incredibly generous donation.  We are so pleased
that we will be honoring The Welch Family with a Tech and Clean Manufacturing Lab dedicated in the family
name.  Once we have completed construction at Rock Ridge High School, a designated classroom there will
forever be named the “Welch Family Memorial Tech Lab” and will include a plaque on the main wall outside of
the classroom with a picture(optional) and a narrative summary of the Welch family story in GHS and EGHS.  I
look forward to the day in the near future when we will be able to have the official dedication of the classroom
and the unveiling of the plaque in your family’s honor.

My very best regards to you.

ISD #2909, ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

____________________________________
Willie Spelts, Ed. S.
Director of School-to-Work Engagement/Fundraising Coordinator
Rock Ridge Public Schools
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NAMING RIGHTS AGREEMENT 
This Naming Rights Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and 
between Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public 
Schools, a public school district duly and properly organized under the 
laws of the state of Minnesota (for ease of reference hereinafter 
referred to as the “District”) and The Miners National Bank of Eveleth, 
a duly and properly organized bank entity with its main office located 
in Eveleth, Minnesota (for ease of reference hereinafter referred to as 
“Miners”). 
RECITALS 
 A. WHEREAS, in a historic vote by the voters in the former 
Virginia School District and the Eveleth-Gilbert School District, the 
voters approved the consolidation of the two school districts into a 
new, single school district.   
 B. WHEREAS, the consolidation became effective on July 1, 
2020, and the two former school districts have now consolidated into 
Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public Schools.    
 C. WHEREAS, the newly consolidated District has embarked 
on a major facilities construction project based upon the recent 
consolidation and based upon the successful 2019 voter approved 
referendum to fund the construction of new school and extra-curricular 
facilities (hereinafter referred to as the “Project”) in what is now the 
consolidated Rock Ridge School District. 
 D. WHEREAS, the Project includes the construction of a new 
high school campus.  In addition to construction of a new, state-of-
the-art high school building, the campus will include a new, modern 
aquatic facility. 
 E. WHEREAS, Miners is a local banking institution that has 
been a longtime supporter of local schools, school activities and high 
school sports.       
 F. WHEREAS, Miners is prepared to make a significant 
donation of money to the District, to be utilized in the construction of 
the Project. 
 G. WHEREAS, in appreciation for and recognition of Miners’ 
significant donation, the District intends to name the newly 
constructed aquatic facility “Miners National Bank Aquatic 
Center.” 
AGREEMENT 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants 
and promises contained in this Agreement, the receipt and sufficiency 
of which are hereby acknowledged, the District and Miners hereby 
agree as follows: 
 1. Miners will donate $150,000 to the District.  Miners will be 
making this donation in full to the District on or before February 15, 
2022.  The District will be free, at its discretion, to utilize these 
donated proceeds for any and all costs and expenditures related to the 
construction of the Project.    
 2. The District agrees that, upon completion of construction 
of the new aquatic facility to be constructed and located at the new 
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Rock Ridge High School campus, the aquatic facility will forever and in 
perpetuity be named, known as, and referred to as “Miners National 
Bank Aquatic Center” (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the 
“Name”), which shall include without limitation the use and reference 
to the Name in any and all Rock Ridge High School maps, signage, 
writings, announcements, press releases, news articles and any other 
communication of any kind, which refers to or references the Rock 
Ridge High School aquatic facility.  The naming of the aquatic facility 
the “Miners National Bank Aquatic Center” will be exclusive to 
Miners.  In addition, Miners will be the only banking business that will 
have any signage, advertising or advertising visibility at the aquatic 
facility.  The District reserves and retains the right to allow other 
businesses or sponsors of high school or youth athletics, that are not 
banking businesses, to have advertising or advertising visibility at or 
around the aquatic facility as long as any such advertising, advertising 
visibility or related signage is less prominent than any signage for 
Miners.  The District also agrees to erect and maintain signage at the 
aquatic facility emphasizing, recognizing, and prominently identifying 
the facility as “Miners National Bank Aquatic Center”, including a 
main sign in the exterior area around the aquatic facility with the 
name “Miners National Bank Aquatic Center” prominently 
displayed on the sign so that it will be clearly visible from outside of 
the facility.  The signage shall be consistent with, proportionate to, and 
no less prominent than, the signage used throughout the Project to 
identify and refer to other fields, stadiums, arenas, buildings, facilities 
or locations of similar size.  Further, the Miners corporate logo will be 
incorporated in any signage where there is sufficient space in any such 
signage to incorporate the logo.  Miners acknowledges and agrees 
that, while the aquatic facility specifically shall bear the Name, the 
District reserves and retains all naming rights for all other athletic 
fields, stadiums and facilities to be constructed as part of the Project. 
 3. Miscellaneous Provisions 
  a.   Notices.   The contact information for each party to 
this Agreement,  for any notices or subsequent communications that 
may have to be 
 sent or provided from one party to another regarding this 
Agreement or the 
 implementation or administration of this Agreement, is as 
follows: 
  1. Rock Ridge Public Schools   
   Attn:  Willie Spelts, H.R. & Fundraising Coordinator  
   
411 5th Avenue South  
   Virginia, MN  55792 
   Phone: 218-410-3097 (work) or  
   218-290-1237 (cell) 
 
  2. The Miners National Bank of Eveleth 
   Attn:  Jonathan Hoel, President 
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   401 Grant Avenue 
   Eveleth, MN 55734 
   Phone:  (218) 744-5465 
 
 4. Complete Agreement. 
 This Agreement constitutes the entire and complete agreement 
between the parties with respect to the donation being made by 
Miners to the District for the naming rights to the new aquatic facility 
to be constructed at the new Rock Ridge High School campus. 
 5. Governing Law. 
 This Agreement will be governed by, interpreted and enforced in 
accordance with the laws of the state of Minnesota and the parties 
consent to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of the Minnesota State 
District Court, sited at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Virginia, 
Minnesota, for the resolution of any disputes that may arise regarding 
the interpretation, administration or enforcement of this Agreement.  
 6. Severability. 
 If any provision of this Agreement is held to be illegal, invalid, 
or unenforceable, under the present or future laws effective during the 
term of this Agreement, such provision will be fully severable.   This 
Agreement will be construed and enforced as if such illegal, invalid, or 
unenforceable provision had never comprised part of this Agreement, 
and the remaining provisions of this Agreement will remain in full force 
and effect. 
 7. Amendments. 
 Any amendments to this Agreement must be in writing and 
must be approved and signed by both parties to this Agreement. 
 8. Binding Effect. 
 This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 
the parties and their respective successors, assigns, heirs and 
beneficiaries.    
      INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #2909 
      ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 
Dated:__________, 2022 
      By: 
_____________________________ 
       Dr. Noel Schmidt 
       Superintendent of 
Schools 
 
      By: 
_____________________________ 
       Tim Riordan 
       Chairperson, Board of 
Education 
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THE MINERS NATIONAL BANK OF EVELETH 
 
Dated:___________, 2022 
 
     
 _________________________________ 
      Jonathan Hoel 
President and authorized signatory on behalf of The Miners National 
Bank of Eveleth 
 
 
 
 
       
   
  





World’s Best 
Workforce  Report
Rock Ridge Public 

Schools
2021-2022

Delivering a World-Class Education on the Iron Range



What is the WBWF?

● Minnesota Statutes 2013 section 120B.11

● Aligns existing district plans that are aimed at supporting 
student achievement and preparing students to be 
successful 21st century citizens



5 Goal Areas
■ All students are ready for school

■ All third graders achieve grade-level literacy

■ All racial and economic achievement gaps between students 
are closed

■ All students are ready for career and college

■ All students graduate from high school



Annual District Timeline
● September - October - Analyze Data and Review 20-21 Goals 

(Note:  Change in Roosevelt Principal in September)

● December - Committee Meeting  and Submit WBWF to MDE

● January - Stakeholder Meeting

● February - School Board Report

● March - September - Monitor Current Plan



Equitable Access to Excellent Teachers

Rock Ridge maintains data on teachers, including demographic data, number of 
years experience, professional degrees, licensure areas, and evaluation results

Title I Comparability Report - ensures equitable support for schools with higher 
populations of students who are eligible for Free and Reduced Lunches



All Students Ready for School

-Implementation of Check & Connect

-Jan 17th Professional Development

-Positive Behavior Strategies Training

-Grade Level PLC



Closing the Achievement Gap

20-21 Goal:  Rock Ridge Public Schools will 
maintain current proficiency rates in MCA Math 
& Reading. 



                      Reading Proficiency
Grade Year Rock Ridge State Difference
3 19-20 60% 54.4% 5.6%
3 20-21 54.8% 48.2% 6.6%

4 19-20 61% 55.9% 5.1%
4 20-21 53.9% 49.2% 4.7%

5 19-20 71% 66.2% 4.8%
5 20-21 58.7% 59.3% -0.6

6 19-20 60% 63.2% -3.2%
6 20-21 52% 54.9% -2.9%



Math Proficiency
Grade Year Rock Ridge State Difference
3 19-20 65% 66.9% -1.9%
3 20-21 52.4% 57% -4.6%

4 19-20 59% 64.3% -5.3%
4 20-21 52.7% 53.6% -0.9%

5 19-20 45% 52.4% -7.4%
5 20-21 29.9% 40.9% -11%

6 19-20 43% 50.9% -7.9%
6 20-21 32% 36.8% -4.8%



All Students Ready for School

20-21 Goal:  Rock Ridge Public Schools will 
maintain current Kindergarten Readiness rates. 



All Students Ready for School
Kindergarten Readiness:  20-21
Reading 88% Math  87% Social Emotional Development 74%

Kindergarten Readiness:  21-22
Reading 83% Math  93% Social Emotional Development 46%



Read Well by 3rd Grade
Grade Year Rock Ridge State Difference
3 19-20 60% 54.4% 5.6%
3 20-21 54.8% 48.2% 6.6%



Read Well by 3rd Grade
● Utilize tri-annual benchmark results from the STAR Reading/Early STAR Reading 

assessments to identify students that are at risk of not meeting their grade level 
proficiency targets.

● Focus on a multi-tiered system of instruction in all elementary classrooms. Our 
system includes fluency, phonemic awareness, phonics, reading comprehension, 
and vocabulary development. This tiered system of delivery is continually 
evaluated and adjusted by analyzing student assessment data and teacher 
recommendations.

● Implementation of Check & Connect



All Students Graduate from HS
Rock Ridge Public School District’s graduation rate for 2019.  

92.25% of students graduated in 2019. 

From MDE. 
MDE Analytics team informed us that the 2020–2021 graduation data is expected to be released at the end of 

February/beginning of March 2022.



Career & College Ready

20-21 Goal:  Rock Ridge Public Schools will 
maintain current rates of enrollment in college 
level coursework. 



Career & College Ready
2019-2020
Virginia PSEO   18 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Virginia CIS       78 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Virginia AP        63 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes

2020-2021
Virginia PSEO   17 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Virginia CIS       43 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Virginia AP        32 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes



Career & College Ready
2019-2020
Eveleth-Gilbert PSEO 15 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Eveleth-Gilbert CIS  67 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
 
2020-2021
Eveleth-Gilbert PSEO 20 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes
Eveleth-Gilbert CIS  34 Students Enrolled in One or More Classes



Identified Needs Moving Forward
● Implementing Marzano and Hattie’s Teaching Practices
● Importance of Inter & Intra Personal Skills
● Academy Model at Rock Ridge High School - Master Schedule
● Continue to increase the number of high school students engaging in career and 

college-ready experiences
● Connecting students and families back with the school community
● Costa's Levels of Questioning:  Building a 3 Story House
● Developing the routines and patterns for school success
● 21st Century Skills:  Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, Creativity, 

Citizenship, Entrepreneurial, Character, Global



Member ________________ introduced the following resolution and moved as
follows:

RESOLUTION CLOSING THE ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY AND GILBERT
CAMPUS BUILDINGS

WHEREAS, the administration of Independent School District No. 2909 posted

and published the required statutory notices calling for a hearing on the proposed

closing of the Roosevelt Elementary and Gilbert Campus Buildings; and

WHEREAS, a hearing was held and conducted on January 24, 2022, presided

over by Tim Riordan, School Board Chair, at which hearing those who chose to

speak and address the board and hearing officer were allowed and permitted to do

so and to offer any additional evidence; and

WHEREAS, the administration of the school district presented facts justifying

and supporting the closure of the Roosevelt Elementary and Gilbert Campus

Buildings ; and

WHEREAS, the school board of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock

Ridge Schools, Minnesota, had the opportunity to read and review the transcript of

the hearing, the exhibits introduced, and all other evidence and exhibits of record;

and

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of Independent School District No. 2909,

Rock Ridge Schools, Minnesota, at its meeting of February 14, 2022, took the

opportunity to deliberate, discuss, examine and to consider all other evidence and

exhibits of record;

BE IT RESOLVED, by the school board of Independent School District

No. 2909, Rock Ridge Schools, Minnesota, as follows:

1. That Roosevelt Elementary and Gilbert Campus Buildings shall

immediately be closed as a school building at the conclusion of the 2021-2022



educational year, or as soon thereafter as the administration deems to be practical

and feasible.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by

________________________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following

voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

Whereupon, said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Dated:  __________________, 2022

_____________________________
Clerk
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ROCK RIDGE SCHOOLS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2909 

 

Public Hearing on Gilbert Campus 

and Roosevelt Elementary School Closures 

January 24, 2022 

5:00 p.m. 

 

Rock Ridge Schools District Administration Building 
1405 Progress Parkway 

Virginia, Minnesota 55792 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 

(5:00 p.m.) 

MR. JEFF CAREY:  All right.  So welcome to our

public hearing on the school closure of the Gilbert

campus and the Roosevelt school.

All right.  So according to statute, before

you sell, demolish or do anything else other than have

school in a public school building, you have to have a

public hearing to officially close that thing, and

that's what we are going to do tonight.

We will start with a little presentation on 

why we feel it is necessary to close these two 

buildings, and after I'm done, we can take comments 

from anyone in the public. 

So I have to do a little history lesson here

because we have to go back and discuss why we are

looking to close these buildings.  And just as a

reminder, Virginia and Eveleth-Gilbert Boards have been

working together for the last three years, it might

even be four now.  We have had over 160 different

public meetings, community task force committees

looking at various aspects of the process.  We have had

two public surveys.  We have honed in on a 7-12

academies style high school, and because of the finance

opportunities, we also decided to redo our elementary
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buildings as well.

So in May of 2019, both districts passed bond

issues that totaled almost $180 million for two new

elementary schools and one new 7 through 12 academies

high school.

In May of 2020, the consolidation vote was 

passed in both districts, which formed Rock Ridge 

Schools on July 1st, 2020. 

Why are we doing this?  To change the

educational opportunities for the students of Virginia

and Eveleth-Gilbert.  It wasn't really a money thing.

We were looking at changing education, looking at next

century skills for all of our students, K through 12,

critical thinking, collaboration and leadership,

adaptability, initiative, oral and written

communication, assessing and analyzing information, and

imagination.

The second thing, addressing significant

building needs in both school districts.  Both

districts were heavy into building issues that totaled

hundreds of millions of dollars, and it just made more

sense to go new.

Looking at the age of our current facilities

that we are looking at closing tonight, the main part

of the Eveleth-Gilbert Junior High, what used to be the
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Gilbert Senior High, is 111 years old.  It is the

oldest one in the fleet.  There was an add-on right

behind it that is 105 years old, and then you can see

there has been several other additions since, the last

one being the media center in 1990.  

The Nelle Shean is the only building in this 

side of the district that has not been added onto.  It 

is the original 1924. 

On the other side, in Virginia, the Roosevelt

building was originally built in 1928.  There was a

junior addition in '88.  That makes it 94 years old

over there.

With population decline and the enrollment

decline and outdated facilities, all of that stuff

meshed together, the committees determined that it

would be far easier to deliver 21st Century learning in

new modern facilities.

Third reason we are doing this, better 

efficiency.  We are not having two of everything like 

we were prior, so a lot of our administration has been 

consolidated into one or will be shortly. 

We had a public survey -- two public surveys

conducted by School Perceptions, and support for the

Districts to work together on new facilities was on the

average about 75 percent agreed on both sides, and that
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was good enough for us to start moving forward.

So looking at the master budget, there is

about $30 million for each of the elementaries and

almost 114 for the high school.  We did budget a little

over eight-and-a-half million for the deconstruction of

our current buildings, and that brought the total

referendum to 181 million.

Just a little look at the Roosevelt

Elementary.  It was initially constructed as a high

school in 1928, converted to an elementary in '83, used

as a junior high in the nineties and then back to an

elementary in 2003, which is what it is today.  It is

currently slated for closure and deconstruction on June

1st.

Some of the issues that -- when we were

looking at potentially remodeling it, looking at almost

$26 million to bring the building up to date, light

fixtures, plumbing.  There is a pool lane in the middle

of the building; steam heat, air quality, floors and

walls needed to be refurbished.  Bathroom fixtures and

natural lighting was almost nonexistent in most of the

building.

So just a look at what we were looking at

potentially remodeling was this whole section here and

initially keeping the hall, demolishing the high school
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and the annex, filling in the pool part, making it into

an innovation hub with the skylights and a little more

user friendly in the middle there.  That's the second

level of that.

So I just listed out the estimate that the

architects used when they were going for that

particular type of remodel, about 26 million.

All right.  So the Gilbert campus was 

constructed as a high school in 1911, consolidated with 

Eveleth in 1993, and it was used as a junior high.   

Nelle Shean was built as a junior high 

initially in 1924.  It was converted to an elementary 

in the fifties.  Both sections of that campus are 

slated for closure and deconstruction in September of 

this year. 

So as far as the Gilbert side goes, one of the

big issues that was going on on the Eveleth-Gilbert

side was space utilization.  You can see as a district,

they were working at about 50 percent usage, which was

unacceptable for a number of reasons.

E-G's average cost per student for operations

and maintenance was $1,882; whereas, the state average

was about $868, with a difference of a little over a

thousand dollars per student that we are spending on

operations and maintenance that other schools were not.
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A similar story on the Gilbert campus as there

was on the Roosevelt, same type of deal, it is just

very aged.  All the light fixtures, steam heat, air

quality control, floors and walls, bathrooms, all that

stuff needed to be refurbished, and this was another 26

million.  It was basically the same square footage.

And so this is one of the things that we looked at as

far as remodeling Gilbert was taking a good chunk of

the old building off and remodeling the middle, which

was newer.

And this would be on the Eveleth side, keeping

the Franklin and adding a few of the newer areas in to

make it more of a compact campus in order to gain some

efficiencies.  Total cost on that project, though, is

47 million.  And if that was put on just the

Eveleth-Gilbert citizens, the price tag was

considerable higher than what we eventually looked at

forming Rock Ridge with the combined.  It would have

been -- it would have been a really tough sell.

So in the replacement, we are looking -- we

have two schools that are going to show up.  We have

North Star Elementary, which will be on the site that

the current Roosevelt building is on.  Funding will

come as part of the $180 million bond.  The Roosevelt

gymnasium will be saved and connected to the new

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



     9

CALVIN J. EVERSON, RPR, CRR, COURT REPORTER         
EVERSON COURT REPORTING                   

ceverson@outlook.com  / 218-410-7570          

school, and modern compact design will provide

efficiency and green space that currently doesn't exist

there.

So just looking at some floor plans, this

would be the Level 1.

This is Level 2.  You can see that Level 2, 

these are what we would call classrooms back in the day 

and some collaboration space for teachers.  It looks a 

lot -- a lot of the spaces inside the building itself 

doesn't look that way, but the building -- the interior 

looks a lot like the Laurentian does. 

And Level 3 is just a mirror of the Level 2.

Here is a sketch of the green space.  So the

building will sit up in here.  This is where the high

school was.  Lots of green space there now.

All right.  Here is the overhead view of the

Laurentian Elementary as it sits right now.  Here is a

general overlay.  This is the building that you just

saw, the parking lot as you're coming up from the high

school, the green space back here.

So here you can see the two wings.  These are

what we would call traditional classrooms on both

sides, the gym, main entry, park area.  This is built

on 1409 Progress Parkway, which is just up the road

here.  Funding will come as part of the $180 million
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bond.

Construction at this point is 95 percent 

complete.  A new modern compact design will provide 

efficiency and green space that we do not currently 

have.   

All right.  At this time, if anyone has 

comments about the closure of Roosevelt or Gilbert, 

they may come to the podium.  You are recorded by the 

court reporter.  It will go into the record that the 

school board will consider in two weeks.  Is there 

anyone that would like to speak on this issue? 

MR. GERALD WILLIAMS:  To close the schools,

the Gilbert School?  I missed it.  They want to close

the schools early or what?

MR. JEFF CAREY:  No, it is on time.

Statutorily, before we can demo or sell the building,

we have to have this hearing as to why we are not going

to use it as a school anymore.

Did you want to come up, Polly?   

MS. POLLYANN SOCRAN:  Yes.  

MR. JEFF CAREY:  All right.  Just state your

name for the court reporter and --

MS. POLLYANN SOCRAN:  I'm Pollyann Sorcan.

P-o-l-l-y-a-n-n, one name, Sorcan, S-o-r-c-a-n.

I just have one short statement to make.  At
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our last school board meeting, we had a representative

from an organization called Rethos, and she had one

slide up when she gave her presentation to the Board

and to the community that I think is very important,

telling and accurate.  Quote, "Buildings built before

1920 are 99 percent as efficient as those built after

the year 2000."  And I've always maintained that old

buildings -- our older buildings in Eveleth in

particular, because I came from the former

Eveleth-Gilbert District, were not run-down, were very

solid and stable.  They have lasted a hundred years,

and I can't imagine that these new buildings that we

are having built are going to last half that -- not

even half that long.  And I'm sure these buildings if

they are allowed to stand will probably last another

hundred years if they are maintained.  Thank you.

MR. JEFF CAREY:  Anyone else?

MR. GERALD WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I would like to

go.

MR. JEFF CAREY:  Okay.  Just go up to the

podium and state your name for the court reporter.

MR. GERALD WILLIAMS:  I know how it works.

Thank you.

Yeah, my name is Gerald Williams, and I live 

in Virginia.  I've been to these school board meetings, 
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I've watched the crap that goes on here, the way they 

push this through on tearing these buildings down.  

Today he just said, what was it, to sell them -- or 

tear them down -- demo them or tear them down.  That's 

the order they want to push this.   

They had people here that wanted to buy these 

buildings and it fell on deaf ears.  We paid for these 

damn buildings, the taxpayers.  We foot the bill for 

this in the past, and for you to keep going and tearing 

these things down, getting united with these -- these 

mayors in these towns so you can put houses in these 

vacant lots is a bunch of bull.  You look at Washington 

Manor in Virginia, the facility is excellent.  I know 

thirtysome people that live in there.  They love it 

there.  But we are not going to open this up to people 

that can revitalize these buildings and turn them into 

something like that.  I sure as hell don't want them 

turned into refugee camps, and they are trying to do 

that stuff in this thing, because I've been tracking 

that as well.   

These people, we don't find out about this 

stuff until the last minute.  The people that bid on 

these jobs get pushed into a box.  They get a week to 

get all of their stuff together.  I sat in these 

meetings.  I've watched it right in this room the BS 
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that they fed the public on how they reached out and 

they didn't have enough time, they didn't meet the 

criteria.  They did meet the criteria.  They met the 

minimal criteria in the space of time that you gave 

them.  It's wrong what you're doing.   

Like Polly said, these buildings will outlast 

anything.  I build for a living.  The crap we are 

building today is second rate.  The materials we use 

are junk.   

We have to consider listening to the people in 

these communities; not hand-picking the groups that we 

want to get behind us.   

That's all I've got to say.  Thank you. 

MR. JEFF CAREY:  Is there anyone else who

would like to speak on that topic?

(No response.) 

Then the hearing is closed. 

BOARD CHAIR RIORDAN:  Then we will close the

meeting and --

MR. JEFF CAREY:  5:20.

BOARD CHAIR RIORDAN:  5:20.

(Whereupon, proceedings concluded at 5:20  

p.m.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

Be it known that I reported the  

foregoing Public Hearing on the 24th day of January, 

2022, at Virginia, Minnesota; 

that I was then and there a Notary Public in 

and for the County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota; 

that the aforementioned proceedings was 

recorded in stenographic shorthand by myself and 

reduced to print by means of Computer-Assisted 

Transcription under my direction, and that the 

foregoing transcript is a true record of the 

aforementioned proceedings to the best of my ability; 

that I am not related to any of the parties 

hereto nor interested in the outcome of the action. 

Dated this 26th day of January, 2022. 

 
__________________________________________ 
CALVIN J. EVERSON, RPR, CRR, NOTARY PUBLIC 

 

My commission expires 
January 31, 2025. 
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Member _________________ introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
Resolution in Support of the Congressional IDEA Full Funding Act 
Re-introduced on November 16, 2021
H.R. 5984 and S. 3213
(December 2021)

WHEREAS, the Rock Ridge School District recognizes the need for a strong investment in the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); and 

WHEREAS, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act was first enacted in 1975 to help ensure that all 
students with disabilities will have access to a free appropriate public education and IDEA’s enactment more than 
45 years ago, the current federal investment in IDEA is less than 14 percent; and 

WHEREAS, with the enactment of IDEA, the United States Congress committed to fund up to 40 percent 
of the additional cost of special education, thereby promising to provide up to 40 percent of the national 
average per pupil expenditure, which is currently estimated at $13,828 by the U.S. Department of 
Education; and 

WHEREAS, our nation’s school districts face an increased demand for greater resources to fulfill the 
needs of students under IDEA, including those for students affected by multiple disabilities whose 
individual education plans require more resources; and 

WHEREAS, with each increase in the IDEA child count, the Rock Ridge School Board and 
others throughout the country continue to adjust their budgets to accommodate this increased need 
and ensure that each child educated through IDEA receives the appropriate supports, with some school 
districts dedicating forty percent or more of their general education budgets to special education 
services; and, 
WHEREAS, Rock Ridge School District has a $1,864,963.00 cross-subsidy for FY 20. (Link to MDE Special Education 
Cross-Subsidy Report FY 2020), which is a one part of the statewide cross-subsidy that was more than $673 
million in FY 20, and is expected to grow to $806 million in FY 25. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock Ridge School Board supports the IDEA Full Funding Act that will help strengthen 
the federal investment in special education by authorizing a ten-year plan to fully fund the federal share of IDEA; 
and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock Ridge School Board urges Congress’ strong bipartisan support for and passage of 
the IDEA Full Funding Act; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Ridge School Board remains committed to providing students 
with disabilities and their families the supports they need. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Member ________________, and 
upon a roll call vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor of the motion: 

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5984/BILLS-117hr5984ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/s3213/BILLS-117s3213is.pdf
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/docs/2021/mandated/210776.pdf
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/docs/2021/mandated/210776.pdf


And the following voted against the motion: 

Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 









February 11, 2022

Minnesota’s cities, counties, towns, school districts, non-
profits, municipal utilities, labor, contractor and local project 
partners strongly support legislative action in 2022 to enact 
an overdue simplification of the process by which local 
governments and non-profits receive the sales tax 
exemption on construction material purchases. 

The current challenging process increases the cost of local 
construction projects, and local property taxes, by roughly 
$70 million each year.

Funding from the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA) – along with state bond authorizations, local 
funding contributions, and other federal funding sources – 
provide a historic opportunity to fix and modernize poor and 
unsafe public infrastructure. The increased investment in 
wastewater treatment facilities, roads and bridges, 
elementary schools, public transit, broadband, and related 
infrastructure, will create jobs, enhance equity, and promote 
resiliency.

Unfortunately, these projects will cost more in Minnesota 
because local entities must allocate project funds to pay 
state sales tax on the construction materials incorporated 
into projects. As a result, a portion of the increased 
infrastructure investment leveraged by the IIJA will, in effect, 
simply circle back as state tax revenues, rather than being 
spent in the classroom, on more lane miles of road 
construction, or to moderate property taxes. 

We encourage that the sales tax exemption for construction 
materials be streamlined in 2022 to eliminate administrative 
burdens and save local entities millions of dollars annually.

In 2013, the legislature reinstated the sales tax exemption 
for most purchases made by local governments. Local 
governments paid the sales tax since 1992, when it was used 
to solve a budget crisis. However, to receive the exemption 
for construction materials, supplies, and equipment used in 
infrastructure projects, local entities must follow a 



cumbersome set of rules that add administrative burden, 
shift considerable risk on local entities, and increase costs. As 
a result, most local entities determine it is more cost 
effective to not pursue the sales tax exemption rather than 
bid separately for taxable items and then pay to store, insure, 
and assume liability for damaged and defective materials.

This refund exemption has historically received bi-partisan 
support and is currently Chief authored by Senator Rarick 
(SF216) and Representative Swedzinski (HF76), and has again 
been recommended for passage by Governor Walz.  Our 
coalition will work with all legislators to achieve passage of 
this general law change in 2022.  Doing so will maximize local 
resources used to upgrade critical infrastructure, benefiting 
residents in every corner of Minnesota, and apply evenly to 
all types of local construction projects.

League of Minnesota Cities
Association of Minnesota Counties
Minnesota School Boards Association
Minnesota Association of Townships
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits
Associated General Contractors of Minnesota
LIUNA Minnesota and North Dakota
International Union of Operating Engineers - Local 49
Minnesota Inter-County Association
Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities
Association of Metro Municipalities
Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association
Minnesota Transportation Alliance
Municipal Legislative Commission
Minnesota Rural Counties
Minnesota County Engineers Association
Hennepin County
Ramsey County

In addition to the support of statewide, regional, labor, and 
industry associations, this legislation is also supported by 
the following entities requesting project specific 
exemptions, recognizing that a general law change would 
benefit their request, and all local construction projects. 
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	2. Consider approval of Resolution Closing the Roosevelt Elementary and Gilbert Campus Buildings.
	Resolution Closing Roosevelt Elem & Gilbert Campus Bldgs..docx
	1-24-2022 rock ridge school closure hrg

	3. Consider approval of Resolution in Support of the Congressional IDEA Full Funding Act.
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