
Board of Education Regular 
Meeting/Business 
Monday, September 14, 2026 5:30 PM 

Virginia Moon Administrative Center 
8545 Park Drive 

Ralston, NE 68127 

Agenda 
1. Call To Order 

Speaker(s): Board President 
2. Roll Call - Excuse Board Members not in attendance 

Speaker(s): Board President 
3. Ralston Public Schools 2026-2027 District Budget Hearing 

Speaker(s): Aaron Bredenkamp 
4. Adjourn 

 
 



Budget Hearing Instructions for Board of Education President  

1.          ​ Open Meeting - Call to Order 

2.          ​ Announce copy of Open Meetings Act and its location 

3.          ​ Read the following: “The sole item on this special meeting agenda is to conduct 

a public hearing, as required by State Statute Sections 13-501 to 13-513 of Nebraska for 

the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of 

taxpayers relating to the Ralston Public Schools proposed budget and consider 

amendments relative thereto.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Daily 

Record, a legal newspaper of general circulation within the District on Thursday, 

September 10, 2026.” 

4.          ​ Dr. Bredenkamp will briefly review 2026/2027 Proposed Budget 

5.          ​ Public input: “At this time anyone present and interested is invited to come 

forward to express any position or opinion concerning the Ralston Public Schools 

proposed Budget.  Please begin by stating your full name and address for the 

record.........” 

6.          ​ Questions 

7.          ​ Adjournment 

 



RALSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BUDGET HEARING

 
2026-2027



General Fund - $18,191,213

Bond Fund - $7,701,821

Special Building Fund - $9,616,675

Depreciation Fund - $3,401,434

QCPUF - $0

Activity Funds - $321,365

Fund Balances 
as of 8/31



General Fund Operating Budget - $49,545,945

- Includes $245,000 for Voluntary Separation

Special Building Fund - $250,000

Anticipated Depreciation Fund transfer - $550,000

General Fund Budget Description 



Receipts History



Disbursement History



Tax Request Information
 2025-2026 2026-2027

 Tax Request Levy Tax Request Levy

General Fund $23,963,448 .91849 $24,695,510 .89433

Building Fund $252,525 .00968 $252,525 .00915

Voluntary 
Separation $239,394 .00918 $0 .00

Bond Fund $5,656,566 .21681 $5,656,566 .20485

QCPUF $0 .00 $0 .00

Total Levy request $30,111,933 1.15415 $30,604,601 1.10831



Levy History



Levy History



Valuation History



Effective Tax Rate Due to Tax Credits

 2025-2026 Non-Bond Fund Levies
Property Tax Credits from the 

State

 Tax Request Levy Amount Credit

General Fund $24,432,500 .92767 737,805 Homestead Credit

Building Fund $254,683 .00967 1,275,013
Real Property Tax 
Credit

5,950,921
School Tax 
Credit

Total Levy request $24,687,183 .93734 $7,963,739

Net Tax to  Property Owners $16,723,445

Effective Levy .634967

That’s a 32% reduction to the levy
Source: NDE Effective Tax Rate For Public School Districts

https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/effective-tax-rate-for-public-school-districts/


● Certified Valuation increased by 5.84% to $2,761,367,255
○ Real Growth of .08%

● General Fund Levy of $.89433
● Special Building Fund Levy of $.00915

○ Total of $.90 or $.15 below the $1.05 Levy Lid
● Bond Fund Levy of $.20485

○ Decrease of .0005
○ Paying for 2021 and 2023 series bonds for full fiscal year

● Total Levy for 2026-2027 is $1.10831
○ Decrease of $.0459

● Tax Credits lowered the tax levy by 32% in 2025-2026
● General Fund increased by 4.39% from 2025-2026

○ Certified Staff Salary Increase of $700 on the base 
○ Insurance Premium Increase of 7.25% 

Summary



Questions? 
BUDGET HEARING

 
2026-2027



 

Budget Factors for the 2026-2027 School Year 
 
State Aid and Limitations 

 
Budget 

Authority  

Property Tax 
Authority 

Property Tax 
Authority  

with Board Approved 
additional 5% 

State Aid 

25-26 $40,823,820 $26,256,162 $28,642,107 $9,481,955 

26-27 $45,153,194 $27,377,584 $29,782,929 $11,060,089 

Difference  $4,329,374 $970,681 $990,081 $1,537,493 

Percentage ∆  10.61% 4.27% 3.98% 3.78% 

Valuation  

 

Real Estate 

Valuation 
Personal Property State Assessed Total 

2025 $2,406,723,360 $184,724,040 $17,557,235 $2,609,004,635 

2026 $2,558,859,960 $184,715,440 $17,791,855 $2,761,367,255 

Difference $152,136,600 -$8,600 $234,620 $152,362,620 

Percentage ∆ 6.32% -0.005% 1.34% 5.84% 

 
Certified Staff Salary Increase - $725 on the base  

Insurance Premium Increase - 7.25%  

 

New Positions 

KW - 5th grade teacher  

MB - 6th grade teacher  

Elementary SPED Position 

District Wide Behavior Coach 

Reduced Positions 

District Wide Technology Coach 
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