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1. MSBA Legislative Updates (Fall 2025)

1.A. 712 Video Recording Other than on Buses
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712 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE RECORDING OTHER THAN ON BUSES

[See Model Policy 711 for Video Recording on School Buses]

I. PURPOSE

Maintaining the health, welfare, and safety of students, staff, and visitors while on school 
district property and the protection of school district property are important functions of the 
school district.  The behavior of individuals who come on to school property is a significant 
factor in maintaining order and discipline and protecting students, staff, visitors, and 
school district property.  The school board recognizes the value of video/electronic 
surveillance  recording systems in monitoring activity on school property in furtherance of 
protecting the health, welfare, and safety of students, staff, visitors, and school district 
property.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Placement

1. School district buildings and grounds may be equipped with video cameras.

2. Video surveillance recording may occur in any school district building or 
on any school district property.

3. Video surveillance recording will normally not be used in bathrooms or 
locker rooms, although these areas may be monitored placed under 
surveillance by individuals of the same sex as the occupants of the 
bathrooms or locker rooms.  Video surveillance recording in bathrooms or 
locker rooms will only be utilized in extreme situations, with extraordinary 
controls, and only as expressly approved by the superintendent.

B. Use of Video Recordings

1. Video recordings will be viewed by school district personnel on a random 
basis and/or when problems have been brought to the attention of the school 
district.

2. A video recording of the actions of students and/or employees may be used 
by the school district as evidence in any disciplinary action brought against 
any student or employee arising out of the student’s or employee’s conduct 
in school district buildings or on school grounds.

3. A video recording will be released only in conformance with the Minnesota 
Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, and the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 United States Code section 
1232g, and the rules and/or regulations promulgated thereunder.

C. Security and Maintenance
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1. The school district shall establish appropriate security safeguards to ensure 
that video recordings are maintained and stored in conformance with the 
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, 
and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 20 United States 
Code section 1232g, and the rules and/or regulations promulgated 
thereunder.

2. The school district shall ensure that video recordings are retained in 
accordance with the school district’s records retention schedule.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.585 (Notice of Recording Device)
Minn. Stat. § 138.17 (Government Records; Administration)
Minn. Stat. § 609.746 (Interference with Privacy)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1-99.67 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of 
School District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, 
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

Resources: U.S. Department of Education: FAQs on Photos and Videos under PERPA 
(Accessed 10/12/25)

Policy Adopted: April 2004, April 2007
Revised: August 2020, September 2023 
Independent School District #110 
Waconia, MN



Jessica Kilian (Staff) <jkilian@isd110.org>

Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question
2 messages

Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org> Wed, Jan 28, 2026 at 1:53 PM
To: "Jessica Kilian (Staff)" <JKilian@isd110.org>

For Policy 

       

Brian Gersich, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

Office: 952-442-0601 

WACONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  |  ISD110   
EXPLORE YOUR PASSIONS. CREATE YOUR SUCCESS.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Terry Morrow <tmorrow@mnmsba.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 28, 2026 at 1:42 PM
Subject: [External] Re: 712 question
To: Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org>

Hello, Brian:

Thank you for your message. MSBA changed this sentence following its law firm's advice. The concern was that this
sentence could be read to mean that the school board/district has plans to record in bathrooms.  Indeed, this concern
arose in one community last month.  Deletion of the sentence does not negate the general statutory authority that
the school board retains.

The school board can determine who would be authorized to approve such recordings.  Authority would likely defer
to the superintendent unless the school board determines that it wishes to exercise approval.

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact me if I can assist.

Thank you,

Terry

Dr. Terence Morrow  Minnesota School Boards Association
General Counsel
(507) 934-8126 (office)

1900 W Jefferson Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082

 

1/29/26, 8:24 AM Waconia Public Schools Mail - Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=170bf88466&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1855591565731370663&simpl=msg-f:185559156573137066… 1/5

mailto:tmorrow@mnmsba.org
mailto:bgersich@isd110.org


The contents of this e-mail and any attachments are provided for informational use only and are not to be
construed as legal advice. If you need legal advice, please consult your attorney.

From: Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2026 8:53 AM
To: Terry Morrow <tmorrow@mnmsba.org>
Subject: 712 question
 
Hi, Terry.

I hope you are doing well and fully recovered from the great MSBA conference. I always enjoy your sessions and
thoughtful insights.

I know my admin Jessica reached out on another policy, and sorry for the dual conversation threads from Waconia. We
had a policy committee meeting on Monday so it's fresh for us. One of the MSBA proposed changes got me thinking, so I
wanted to reach out directly. We can jump on a call if this is not clean, as email might be hard, though perhaps I'm not the
first to ask, and a copy-paste of a previous response is all you need to do.  

I'm curious about the logic behind changes to 712 related to video surveillance. Specifically II. A. 3. As I read this,
previously recoding in bathrooms and locker rooms was so "abnormal" or limited that it required superintendent approval.
Now I feel like it's so subjective that anyone could do it, including a principal, teacher, coach, etc., as long as it's not
"normal". 

What am I missing? If we locally decided to keep the language "video in bathrooms or locker rooms will only be utilized in
extreme situations, with extraordinary controls, and only as expressly approved by the superintendent," what am I
opening myself up to locally?

1/29/26, 8:24 AM Waconia Public Schools Mail - Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=170bf88466&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1855591565731370663&simpl=msg-f:185559156573137066… 2/5
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Brian Gersich, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

Office: 952-442-0601 

WACONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  |  ISD110   
EXPLORE YOUR PASSIONS. CREATE YOUR SUCCESS.

NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential information protected by federal and/or state law. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email immediately and destroy all copies of this message. If you have received this email message in error, any
unauthorized review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  Thank you.

NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential information protected by federal and/or state law. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email immediately and destroy all copies of this message. If you have received this email message in error, any
unauthorized review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  Thank you.

Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org> Wed, Jan 28, 2026 at 2:26 PM
To: "Jessica Kilian (Staff)" <JKilian@isd110.org>

FYI on a second part to information from Terry. Again, perhaps we can add these for the policy agenda. 

       

Brian Gersich, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

Office: 952-442-0601 

WACONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  |  ISD110   
EXPLORE YOUR PASSIONS. CREATE YOUR SUCCESS.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Terry Morrow <tmorrow@mnmsba.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 28, 2026 at 1:55 PM
Subject: [External] Re: [External] Re: 712 question
To: Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org>

Hello, Brian:

1/29/26, 8:24 AM Waconia Public Schools Mail - Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=170bf88466&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1855591565731370663&simpl=msg-f:185559156573137066… 3/5
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The issue was that one school board (and then a second school board) were pressed by the community and then local
media regarding this policy. Specifically, the questions asked why the school was installing cameras in bathrooms for
video surveillance, even though the schools had not installed cameras and had no plan to do so.  MSBA's lawyers
reported that they were aware of similar questions and recommended that MSBA remove the sentence because it
could be susceptible to misunderstanding.

Your board can choose to retain the sentence or rewrite it to fit your district's context.

Thank you,

Terry

Dr. Terence Morrow  Minnesota School Boards Association
General Counsel
(507) 934-8126 (office)

1900 W Jefferson Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082

 

The contents of this e-mail and any attachments are provided for informational use only and are not to be
construed as legal advice. If you need legal advice, please consult your attorney.

From: Brian Gersich (Staff) <bgersich@isd110.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2026 1:50 PM
To: Terry Morrow <tmorrow@mnmsba.org>
Subject: Re: [External] Re: 712 question
 
It's kind of helpful, but I'm not sure I see the "issue" raised has been resolved, since when I read it, it seems to make it
easier under policy to actually do it, given no one has to ask any authority for permission. They just have to prove in some
unknown manner that it's not "normal."  I'm sure lawyers have their reasons, though.

Thanks for the response. 

1/29/26, 8:24 AM Waconia Public Schools Mail - Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=170bf88466&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1855591565731370663&simpl=msg-f:185559156573137066… 4/5
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Brian Gersich, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

Office: 952-442-0601 

WACONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS  |  ISD110   
EXPLORE YOUR PASSIONS. CREATE YOUR SUCCESS.

[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

1/29/26, 8:24 AM Waconia Public Schools Mail - Fwd: [External] Re: 712 question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=170bf88466&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1855591565731370663&simpl=msg-f:185559156573137066… 5/5



1.B. 503 Student Attendance
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503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

I. PURPOSE

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to 
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for 
important communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular 
habits of dependability important to the future of the student.  The purpose of this 
policy is to encourage regular school attendance.  It is intended to be positive and 
not punitive.

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be 
shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators.  This policy 
will assist students in attending class.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Responsibilities

1. Student’s Responsibility

It is the student’s right to be in school.  It is also the student’s responsibility 
to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that school is in 
session and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures when absent 
from an assigned class or study hall.  Finally, it is the student’s 
responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an absence.

2. Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the 
student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student 
absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the student to solve 
any attendance problems that may arise.

3. Teacher’s Responsibility

It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to maintain 
accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall.  It is also 
the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing 
attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly.  It is also the teacher’s 
responsibility to provide any student who has been absent with any missed 
assignments upon request.  Finally, it is the teacher’s responsibility to work 
cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian and the student to solve 
any attendance problems that may arise.
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4. Administrator’s Responsibility

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to attend 
all assigned classes and study halls.  It is also the administrator’s 
responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing 
attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly to all students, 
to maintain accurate records on student attendance, and to prepare a 
list of the previous day’s absences stating the status of each. Finally, 
it is the administrator’s responsibility to inform the student’s parent 
or guardian of the student’s attendance and to work cooperatively 
with the parent or guardian and the student to solve attendance 
problems.

b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law, 
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22, the students of the school 
district are REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes and/or study 
halls every day school is in session, unless the student has been 
excused by the school board from attendance because the student 
has already completed state and school district standards required to 
graduate from high school, has withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for 
absence.

c. The district must count a student as in attendance on each day the 
student receives supervision, instruction, or services from school 
staff during scheduled school hours. Minnesota Statutes, section 
120A.22 does not remove the school district’s responsibility to 
continue to comply with reporting requirements in Minnesota 
Statutes, section 126C.05 for the purposes of funding.

d. The principal must issue and keep a record of attendance, under 
rules established by the school board.

B. Attendance Procedures

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and 
approval.  When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be 
included as an addendum to this policy.

1. Excused Absences

a. A parent, guardian, or other person having control of a child may 
apply to a school district to have the child excused from attendance 
for the whole or any part of the time school is in session during any 
school year. Application may be made to any member of the board, 
a truant officer, or the school official designated by the a principal, 
or the superintendent. A note from a physician or a licensed mental 
health professional stating that the child cannot attend school is a 
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valid excuse.

[NOTE: This paragraph quotes The 2025 Minnesota legislature 
amended Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.22 as indicated above.]

b. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal 
guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the 
student’s absence from school.  A note from a physician or a 
licensed mental health professional stating that the student cannot 
attend school is a valid excuse.

[NOTE: The school district may choose to include subparagraph 
(b).]

c. The school board of the district in which the child resides may 
approve the application under subparagraph (a) above upon 
legitimate exception being demonstrated to the satisfaction of that 
board.

d. Legitimate Exceptions

The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused 
absences:

(1) that the child’s physical or mental health is such as to prevent 
attendance at school or application to study for the period 
required, which includes:

(a) child illness, medical, dental, orthodontic or 
counseling appointments, including appointments 
conducted through telehealth;

(b) family emergencies;

(c) the death or serious illness or funeral of an 
immediate family member;

(d) active duty in any military branch of the United 
States:

(e) the child has a condition that requires ongoing 
treatment for a mental health diagnosis; or

(f) other exemptions included in this attendance policy.

(2) that the child has already completed state and district 
standards required for graduation from high school; or
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(3) that it is the wish of the parent, guardian, or other person 
having control of the child, that the child attend for a period 
or periods not exceeding in the aggregate three hours in any 
week, instruction conducted by a Tribal spiritual or cultural 
advisor, or a school for religious instruction conducted and 
maintained by a church, or association of churches, or any 
Sunday school association incorporated under the laws of 
this state, or any auxiliary thereof. This instruction must be 
conducted and maintained at public expense. A child may be 
absent from school on days that the child attends upon 
instruction according to this clause.

[NOTE: Subparagraph 3 above incorporates the 2024 
amendment to Minnesota Statutes, section 120A22, 
subdivision 12.]

[Note: In 2024, the Minnesota legislature amended Minnesota Statutes, 
section 120A.22, subdivision 12.  The legitimate exceptions set forth above 
quote this statute. Minnesota law provides that a school board may 
include other exemptions in the school district’s attendance policy.  See 
Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22, subdivision 12.  When considering 
whether to add other exemptions, school boards should consider the intent 
of the compulsory attendance law, which recognizes the educational value 
of regular attendance and class participation, and whether the proposed 
exemption is consistent with the intent of the law.]

c. Consequences of Excused Absences

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to make 
up all assignments missed or to complete alternative 
assignments as deemed appropriate by the classroom 
teacher.

(2) Work missed because of absence must be made up within a 
minimum of 2 days from the date of the student’s return to 
school.  Any work not completed within this period shall 
result in “no credit” for the missed assignment.  However, 
the building principal or the classroom teacher may extend 
the time allowed for completion of make-up work in the case 
of an extended illness or other extenuating circumstances.

2. Unexcused Absences

a. The following are examples of absences which will not be excused:
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(1) Truancy.  An absence by a student which was not approved 
by the parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any  
reporting requirements of the school district’s attendance 
procedures.

(3) Work at home.

(4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work 
release program.

(5) Missed bus.

(6) Overslept

(7) Non-prearranged family vacation.

(8) Absences resulting from cumulated unexcused tardies  (3 
tardies equal one (1) unexcused absence).

(9) Any other absence not included under the attendance 
procedures set out in this policy.

b. Consequences of Unexcused Absences

(1) Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled 
in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota 
Statutes sections 121A.40-121A.56. Days during which a 
student is suspended from school shall not be counted in a 
student’s total cumulated unexcused absences.

 (2)      Truancy Pre-Diversion

(a) After 5 Unexcused Absences
● Send 2nd notification to parent/guardian AND
● The school will contact Carver County   Truancy 

to schedule a pre-diversion
● The school will also contact the parent/legal 

guardian regarding the truancy pre-diversion 
meeting.

(3)       Truancy Diversion
      
       (a) After 7 Unexcused Absences:

● The school files the truancy paperwork with 
intake at Carver County Social Services
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● Once the referral has been made, the school 
and the assigned Social Worker will be in 
contact to schedule a Truancy Contract 
Meeting.

(4) In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the administration 
may also request the county attorney to file a petition with 
the juvenile court, pursuant to Minnesota statutes.

(5) Students with unexcused absences will also be subject to 
discipline in the following manner:

 (a) Students with unexcused absences are 
expected to make up missed work in the 
same timeline as excused absences. When a 
student that has repeated absences that are 
unexcused, the building administrator can 
determine that the student is not eligible to 
make up the missed work. 

[NOTE: MSBA encourages school boards to consider whether 
imposition of academic penalties for unexcused absences is 
consistent with the district’s mission and pedagogical approach. If 
a school board determines that academic penalties should not be 
imposed, section 2(b) should be deleted or rewritten]

C. Tardiness

1. Definition:  Students are expected to be in the student’s assigned area at 
designated times.  Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.

2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness

a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office 
for an admission slip.

b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.

3. Excused Tardiness

Valid excuses for tardiness are:

a. Illness.

b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
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c. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close 
friend or relative.

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.

e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.

f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by 
an administrator or faculty member.

4. Unexcused Tardiness

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the 
designated time class period commences without a valid excuse.

b. Consequences of tardiness may include detention after 3 unexcused 
tardies.  In addition, 3 unexcused tardies are equivalent to one (1) 
unexcused absence.

D. Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job 
Training Programs

1. This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity 
scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-sponsored 
on-the-job training programs.

2. School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.

3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if that student has 
an unexcused absence from any class during the day.

4. If a student is suspended from any class, that student may not participate in 
any activity or program that day.

5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, the student must 
present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or 
guardian clearing the student for participation that day.  The note must be 
presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the 
activity or program.

III. RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES ACCOMMODATION

Reasonable efforts will be made by the school district to accommodate any student who 
wishes to be excused from a curricular activity for a religious observance or American 
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Indian cultural practice, observance, or ceremony.  Requests for accommodations should 
be directed to the building principal.

IV. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

1. Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s) at the commencement of each school year.  This policy shall also be 
available upon request in each principal’s office.

2. The school district will provide annual notice to parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of 
the school district’s policy relating to a student’s absence from school for a religious 
or cultural observance.

V. REQUIRED REPORTING

A. Continuing Truant

Minnesota Statutes section 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student 
who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minnesota Statutes, 
section 120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a school, as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes, section 120A.05, without valid excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three (3) days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three (3) or more class periods on three (3) days if the child is in middle 
school, junior high school, or high school.

B. Reporting Responsibility

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minnesota Statute 
section 260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other designated 
school official shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail 
or other reasonable means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid excuse 
for the child’s absences;

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the 
child at school pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22 and parents 
or guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution 
under Minnesota Statutes section 120A.34;

4. That this notification serves as the notification required by Minnesota 
Statutes section 120A.34;
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5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the 
child’s enrolling or resident district;

6. That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school 
personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

7. That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject 
to juvenile court proceedings under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260; 

8. That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be 
subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 260C.201; and

9. That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to 
school and attend classes with the child for one (1) day.

[Note:  When truancy services and programs under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260A 
are available within the school district, the following provisions should also be included 
in the policy.]

C. Habitual Truant

1. A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is at least twelve 
(12) years old and less than eighteen (18) years old who is absent from 
attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per school 
year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on 
seven (7) school days per school year if the child is in middle school, junior 
high school, or high school, or a child who is seventeen (17) years of age 
who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for one (1) 
or more class periods on seven (7) school days per school year and who has 
not lawfully withdrawn from school under Minnesota Statutes, section 
120A.22, subdivision 8.

Pursuant to section 260C.163, subdivision 11, habitual truant also means a 
child under age twelve (12) who has been absent from school for seven (7) 
school days without lawful excuse, based on a showing by clear and 
convincing evidence that the child’s absence is not due to the failure of the 
child’s parent, guardian, or custodian to comply with compulsory 
instruction laws.

2. A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and the 
child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures, 
under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260A.  

Legal References: Minnesota Statutes § 120A.05 (Definitions)
Minnesota Statutes § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
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Minnesota Statutes § 120A.24 (Reporting)
Minnesota Statutes § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)
Minnesota Statutes § 120A.35 (Absence from School for Religious and 
Cultural Observances)
Minnesota Statutes § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)
Minnesota Statutes §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minnesota Statutes § 260A.02 (Definitions)
Minnesota Statutes § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is 
a Continuing Truant)
Minnesota Statutes § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)
Minnesota Statutes § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of 
Protection or Services or Neglected and in Foster Care)
Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975)
Slocum v. Holton Board of Education, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 
1988)
Campbell v. Board of Education of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn. 
1984)
Hamer v. Board of Education of Township High School District No. 113, 
66 Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)
Gutierrez v. School District R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978)
Knight v. Board of Education, 38 Ill. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976)
Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy Adopted: July 11, 1988, 
Amended: February 12, 1996, / June 2003 / November 2005 / reviewed February 9, 2009 / October 
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514 BULLYING PROHIBITION POLICY

[Note:  School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing bullying.]

I. PURPOSE

A safe and civil environment is needed for students to learn and attain high academic standards 
and to promote healthy human relationships.  Bullying, like other violent or disruptive behavior, 
is conduct that interferes with a student’s ability to learn and/or a teacher’s ability to educate 
students in a safe environment.  The school district cannot monitor the activities of students at 
all times and eliminate all incidents of bullying between students, particularly when students are 
not under the direct supervision of school personnel.  However, to the extent such conduct 
affects the educational environment of the school district and the rights and welfare of its 
students and is within the control of the school district in its normal operations, the school 
district intends to prevent bullying and to take action to investigate, respond to, and to 
remediate and discipline for those acts of bullying which have not been successfully prevented.  
The purpose of this policy is to assist the school district in its goal of preventing and responding 
to acts of bullying, intimidation, violence, reprisal, retaliation, and other similar disruptive and 
detrimental behavior.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. An act of bullying, by either an individual student or a group of students, is expressly 
prohibited:

1. on school premises, on school district property, at school functions or activities, 
or on school transportation;  

2. by the use of electronic technology and communications on the school premises, 
during the school functions or activities, on the school transportation, or on the 
school computers, networks, forums, and mailing lists; or

3. by use of electronic technology and communications off the school premises to 
the extent such use substantially and materially disrupts student learning or the 
school environment.

B. A school-aged child who voluntarily participates in a public school activity, such as a 
cocurricular or extracurricular activity, is subject to the policy provisions applicable to 
the public school students participating in the activity.

C. This policy applies not only to students who directly engage in an act of bullying but also 
to students who, by their indirect behavior, condone or support another student’s act of 
bullying.  This policy also applies to any student whose conduct at any time or in any 
place constitutes bullying or other prohibited conduct that interferes with or obstructs 
the mission or operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of the student or 
other students, or materially and substantially interferes with a student’s educational 
opportunities or performance or ability to participate in school functions or activities or 
receive school benefits, services, or privileges.  This policy also applies to an act of 
cyberbullying regardless of whether such act is committed on or off school district 
property and/or with or without the use of school district resources. This policy also 
applies to sexual exploitation.

D. Malicious and sadistic conduct involving race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, 
marital status, status with regard to public assistance, disability, religion, sexual 
harassment, and sexual orientation and gender identity as defined in Minnesota 
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Statutes, chapter 363A is prohibited. This prohibition applies to students, independent 
contractors, teachers, administrators, and other school personnel.

Malicious and sadistic conduct and sexual exploitation by a school district or school staff 
member, independent contractor, or enrolled student against a staff member, 
independent contractor, or student that occurs as described in Article II.A above is 
prohibited.

E. No teacher, administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the school district 
shall permit, condone, or tolerate bullying.

F. Apparent permission or consent by a student being bullied does not lessen or negate 
the prohibitions contained in this policy.

G. Retaliation against a victim, good faith reporter, or a witness of bullying is prohibited.

H. False accusations or reports of bullying against another student are prohibited.

I. A person who engages in an act of bullying, reprisal, retaliation, or false reporting of 
bullying or permits, condones, or tolerates bullying shall be subject to discipline or other 
remedial responses for that act in accordance with the school district’s policies and 
procedures, including the school district’s discipline policy (See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 
506).  The school district may take into account the following factors:

1. The developmental ages and maturity levels of the parties involved;

2. The levels of harm, surrounding circumstances, and nature of the behavior;

3. Past incidences or past or continuing patterns of behavior;

4. The relationship between the parties involved; and

5. The context in which the alleged incidents occurred.

Consequences for students who commit prohibited acts of bullying may range from 
remedial responses or positive behavioral interventions up to and including suspension 
and/or expulsion.  The school district shall employ research-based developmentally 
appropriate best practices that include preventative and remedial measures and 
effective discipline for deterring violations of this policy, apply throughout the school 
district, and foster student, parent, and community participation.

Consequences for employees who permit, condone, or tolerate bullying or engage in an 
act of reprisal or intentional false reporting of bullying may result in disciplinary action 
up to and including termination or discharge.

Consequences for other individuals engaging in prohibited acts of bullying may include, 
but not be limited to, exclusion from school district property and events.

J. The school district will act to investigate all complaints of bullying reported to the school 
district and will discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher, 
administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the school district who is 
found to have violated this policy.

III. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this policy, the definitions included in this section apply.
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A. “Bullying” means intimidating, threatening, abusive, or harming conduct that is 
objectively offensive and:

1. an actual or perceived imbalance of power exists between the student engaging 
in the prohibited conduct and the target of the prohibited conduct, and the 
conduct is repeated or forms a pattern; or

2. materially and substantially interferes with a student’s educational opportunities 
or performance or ability to participate in school functions or activities or receive 
school benefits, services, or privileges.

The term, “bullying,” specifically includes cyberbullying malicious and sadistic conduct, 
and sexual exploitation.  

B. “Cyberbullying” means bullying using technology or other electronic communication, 
including, but not limited to, a transfer of a sign, signal, writing, image, sound, or data, 
including a post on a social network Internet website or forum, transmitted through a 
computer, cell phone, or other electronic device.  The term applies to prohibited conduct 
which occurs on school premises, on school district property, at school functions or 
activities, on school transportation, or on school computers, networks, forums, and 
mailing lists, or off school premises to the extent that it substantially and materially 
disrupts student learning or the school environment.

C. “Immediately” means as soon as possible but in no event longer than 24 hours.

D. “Intimidating, threatening, abusive, or harming conduct” means, but is not limited to, 
conduct that does the following:

1. Causes physical harm to a student or a student’s property or causes a student 
to be in reasonable fear of harm to person or property;

2. Under Minnesota common law, violates a student’s reasonable expectation of 
privacy, defames a student, or constitutes intentional infliction of emotional 
distress against a student; or

3. Is directed at any student or students, including those based on a person’s 
actual or perceived race, ethnicity, color, creed, religion, national origin, 
immigration status, sex, marital status, familial status, socioeconomic status, 
physical appearance, sexual orientation including gender identity and 
expression, academic status related to student performance, disability, or status 
with regard to public assistance, age, or any additional characteristic defined in 
the Minnesota Human Rights Act (MHRA).  However, prohibited conduct need 
not be based on any particular characteristic defined in this paragraph or the 
MHRA.

E. ”Malicious and sadistic conduct” means creating a hostile learning environment by acting 
with the intent to cause harm by intentionally injuring another without just cause or 
reason or engaging in extreme or excessive cruelty or delighting in cruelty. 

F. “On school premises, on school district property, at school functions or activities, or on 
school transportation” means all school district buildings, school grounds, and school 
property or property immediately adjacent to school grounds, school bus stops, school 
buses, school vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other vehicles approved for 
school district purposes, the area of entrance or departure from school grounds, 
premises, or events, and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities, 
events, or trips.  School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or 
from school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or 
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events.  While prohibiting bullying at these locations and events, the school district does 
not represent that it will provide supervision or assume liability at these locations and 
events.

 G. “Prohibited conduct” means bullying, or cyberbullying, malicious and sadistic conduct, 
sexual exploitation or retaliation or reprisal for asserting, alleging, reporting, or 
providing information about such conduct or knowingly making a false report about 
prohibited conduct. 

H. “Remedial response” means a measure to stop and correct prohibited conduct, prevent 
prohibited conduct from recurring, and protect, support, and intervene on behalf of a 
student who is the target or victim of prohibited conduct.

I. “Student” means a student enrolled in a public school or a charter school.

IV. REPORTING PROCEDURE

A. Any person who believes he or she has been the target or victim of bullying or any 
person with knowledge or belief of conduct that may constitute bullying or prohibited 
conduct under this policy shall report the alleged acts immediately to an appropriate 
school district official designated by this policy.  A person may report bullying 
anonymously.  However, the school district may not rely solely on an anonymous report 
to determine discipline or other remedial responses.

B. The school district encourages the reporting party or complainant to use the report form 
available from the principal or building supervisor of each building or available in the 
school district office, but oral reports shall be considered complaints as well.

C. The building principal, the principal’s designee, or the building supervisor (hereinafter 
the “building report taker”) is the person responsible for receiving reports of bullying or 
other prohibited conduct at the building level.  Any person may report bullying or other 
prohibited conduct directly to a school district human rights officer or the 
superintendent.  If the complaint involves the building report taker, the complaint shall 
be made or filed directly with the superintendent or the school district human rights 
officer by the reporting party or complainant.

The building report taker shall ensure that this policy and its procedures, practices, 
consequences, and sanctions are fairly and fully implemented and shall serve as the 
primary contact on policy and procedural matters.  The building report taker or a third 
party designated by the school district shall be responsible for the investigation.  The 
building report taker shall provide information about available community resources to 
the target or victim of the bullying or other prohibited conduct, the perpetrator, and 
other affected individuals as appropriate.

D. A teacher, school administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other school employee shall 
be particularly alert to possible situations, circumstances, or events that might include 
bullying.  Any such person who witnesses, observes, receives a report of, or has other 
knowledge or belief of conduct that may constitute bullying or other prohibited conduct 
shall make reasonable efforts to address and resolve the bullying or prohibited conduct 
and shall inform the building report taker immediately.  School district personnel who 
fail to inform the building report taker of conduct that may constitute bullying or other 
prohibited conduct or who fail to make reasonable efforts to address and resolve the 
bullying or prohibited conduct in a timely manner may be subject to disciplinary action.

E. Reports of bullying or other prohibited conduct are classified as private educational 
and/or personnel data and/or confidential investigative data and will not be disclosed 
except as permitted by law.  The building report taker, in conjunction with the 
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responsible authority, shall be responsible for keeping and regulating access to any 
report of bullying and the record of any resulting investigation.

F. Submission of a good faith complaint or report of bullying or other prohibited conduct 
will not affect the complainant’s or reporter’s future employment, grades, work 
assignments, or educational or work environment.

G. The school district will respect the privacy of the complainant(s), the individual(s) 
against whom the complaint is filed, and the witnesses as much as possible, consistent 
with the school district’s obligation to investigate, take appropriate action, and comply 
with any legal disclosure obligations.

V. SCHOOL DISTRICT ACTION

A. Within three days of the receipt of a complaint or report of bullying or other prohibited 
conduct, the school district shall undertake or authorize an investigation by the building 
report taker or a third party designated by the school district.

B. The building report taker or other appropriate school district officials may take 
immediate steps, at their discretion, to protect the target or victim of the bullying or 
other prohibited conduct, the complainant, the reporter, and students or others, pending 
completion of an investigation of the bullying or other prohibited conduct, consistent 
with applicable law.

C. The alleged perpetrator of the bullying or other prohibited conduct shall be allowed the 
opportunity to present a defense during the investigation or prior to the imposition of 
discipline or other remedial responses.

D. Upon completion of an investigation that determines that bullying or other prohibited 
conduct has occurred, the school district will take appropriate action.  Such action may 
include, but is not limited to, warning, suspension, exclusion, expulsion, transfer, 
remediation, termination, or discharge.  Disciplinary consequences will be sufficiently 
severe to try to deter violations and to appropriately discipline prohibited conduct.  
Remedial responses to the bullying or other prohibited conduct shall be tailored to the 
particular incident and nature of the conduct and the student’s developmental age and 
behavioral history. shall take into account the factors specified in Section II.F. of this 
policy.  School district action taken for violation of this policy will be consistent with the 
requirements of applicable collective bargaining agreements; applicable statutory 
authority, including the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; the student discipline policy 
(See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506) and other applicable school district policies; and 
applicable regulations.

[NOTE: The language added above appears in Minnesota Statutes, section 
121A.031.]

E. The school district is not authorized to disclose to a victim private educational or 
personnel data regarding an alleged perpetrator who is a student or employee of the 
school district.  School officials will notify the parent(s) or guardian(s) of students who 
are targets of bullying or other prohibited conduct and the parent(s) or guardian(s) of 
alleged perpetrators of bullying or other prohibited conduct who have been involved in 
a reported and confirmed bullying incident of the remedial or disciplinary action taken, 
to the extent permitted by law. For purposes of notification presumed under this 
paragraph, a parent or legal guardian may designate in writing to the school another 
individual to be notified of the prohibited conduct.

[NOTE: The language added above appears in Minnesota Statutes, section 
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121A.031.]

F. In order to prevent or respond to bullying or other prohibited conduct committed by or 
directed against a child with a disability, the school district shall, when determined 
appropriate by the child’s individualized education program (IEP) team or Section 504 
team, allow the child’s IEP or Section 504 plan to be drafted to address the skills and 
proficiencies the child needs as a result of the child’s disability to allow the child to 
respond to or not to engage in bullying or other prohibited conduct.

VI. RETALIATION OR REPRISAL

The school district will discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher, 
administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the school district who commits an 
act of reprisal or who retaliates against any person who asserts, alleges, or makes a good faith 
report of alleged bullying or prohibited conduct, who provides information about bullying or 
prohibited conduct, who testifies, assists, or participates in an investigation of alleged bullying 
or prohibited conduct, or who testifies, assists, or participates in a proceeding or hearing relating 
to such bullying or prohibited conduct.  Retaliation includes, but is not limited to, any form of 
intimidation, reprisal, harassment, or intentional disparate treatment.  Disciplinary 
consequences will be sufficiently severe to deter violations and to appropriately discipline the 
individual(s) who engaged in the prohibited conduct.  Remedial responses to the prohibited 
conduct shall be tailored to the particular incident and nature of the conduct and shall take into 
account the factors specified in Section II.F. of this policy.

[NOTE: The deleted language appears in Article V. above]

VII. TRAINING AND EDUCATION

A. The school district shall discuss this policy with school personnel and volunteers and 
provide appropriate training to school district personnel regarding this policy.  The school 
district shall establish a training cycle for school personnel to occur during a period not 
to exceed every three school years.  Newly employed school personnel must receive the 
training within the first year of their employment with the school district.  The school 
district or a school administrator may accelerate the training cycle or provide additional 
training based on a particular need or circumstance.  This policy shall be included in 
employee handbooks, training materials, and publications on school rules, procedures, 
and standards of conduct, which materials shall also be used to publicize this policy.

B. The school district shall require ongoing professional development, consistent with 
Minnesota Statutes section 122A.60, to build the skills of all school personnel who 
regularly interact with students to identify, prevent, and appropriately address bullying 
and other prohibited conduct.  Such professional development includes, but is not limited 
to, the following:

1. Developmentally appropriate strategies both to prevent and to immediately and 
effectively intervene to stop prohibited conduct;

2. The complex dynamics affecting a perpetrator, target, and witnesses to 
prohibited conduct;

3. Research on prohibited conduct, including specific categories of students at risk 
for perpetrating or being the target or victim of bullying or other prohibited 
conduct in school;

4. The incidence and nature of cyberbullying; and

5. Internet safety and cyberbullying.

C. The school district annually will provide education and information to students regarding 
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bullying, including information regarding this school district policy prohibiting bullying, 
the harmful effects of bullying, and other applicable initiatives to prevent bullying and 
other prohibited conduct.

D. The administration of the school district is directed to implement programs and other 
initiatives to prevent bullying, to respond to bullying in a manner that does not 
stigmatize the target or victim, and to make resources or referrals to resources available 
to targets or victims of bullying.

E. The administration is encouraged to provide developmentally appropriate instruction 
and is directed to review programmatic instruction to determine if adjustments are 
necessary to help students identify and prevent or reduce bullying and other prohibited 
conduct, to value diversity in school and society, to develop and improve students’ 
knowledge and skills for solving problems, managing conflict, engaging in civil discourse, 
and recognizing, responding to, and reporting bullying or other prohibited conduct, and 
to make effective prevention and intervention programs available to students.

The administration must establish strategies for creating a positive school climate and 
use evidence-based social-emotional learning to prevent and reduce discrimination and 
other improper conduct.

The administration is encouraged, to the extent practicable, to take such actions as it 
may deem appropriate to accomplish the following:

1. Engage all students in creating a safe and supportive school environment;

2. Partner with parents and other community members to develop and implement 
prevention and intervention programs;

3. Engage all students and adults in integrating education, intervention, and other 
remedial responses into the school environment;

4. Train student bystanders to intervene in and report incidents of bullying and 
other prohibited conduct to the schools’ primary contact person;

5. Teach students to advocate for themselves and others;

6. Prevent inappropriate referrals to special education of students who may engage 
in bullying or other prohibited conduct; and

7. Foster student collaborations that, in turn, foster a safe and supportive school 
climate.

F. The school district may implement violence prevention and character development 
education programs to prevent or reduce policy violations.  Such programs may offer 
instruction on character education including, but not limited to, character qualities such 
as attentiveness, truthfulness, respect for authority, diligence, gratefulness, self-
discipline, patience, forgiveness, respect for others, peacemaking, and resourcefulness.

G. The school district shall inform affected students and their parents of rights they may 
have under state and federal data practices laws to obtain access to data related to an 
incident and their right to contest the accuracy or completeness of the data.  The school 
district may accomplish this requirement by inclusion of all or applicable parts of its 
protection and privacy of pupil records policy (See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515) in the 
student handbook.

VIII. NOTICE

A. The school district will give annual notice of this policy to students, parents or guardians, 



514-8

and staff, and this policy shall appear in the student handbook.

B. This policy must be conspicuously posted throughout each school building, in the 
administrative offices of the school district and in the office of each school.

C. This policy must be distributed to each school district or school employee and 
independent contractor at the time of hiring or contracting. 

D. Notice of the rights and responsibilities of students and their parents under this policy 
must be included in the student discipline policy (See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506) 
distributed to parents at the beginning of each school year.

E. This policy shall be available to all parents and other school community members in an 
electronic format in the language appearing on the school district’s or a school’s website.

F. Each school must develop a process for discussing this policy with students, parents of 
students, independent contractors, and school employees.

G. The school district shall provide an electronic copy of its most recently amended policy 
to the Commissioner of Education.

H. The school district designates the building Principal as the primary contact person in the 
school building to receive reports of prohibited conduct.

IX. POLICY REVIEW

To the extent practicable, the school board shall, on a cycle consistent with other school district 
policies, review and revise this policy.  The policy shall be made consistent with Minn. Stat. § 
121A.031 and 121A.0312 and other applicable law.  Revisions shall be made in consultation with 
students, parents, and community organizations.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, Subds. 9, 11, 13, and 17 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.03 (Model Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.0312 (Malicious and Sadistic Conduct)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.0311 (Notice of the Rights and Responsibilities of Students 
and Parents under the Safe and Supportive Minnesota Schools Act)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.69 (Hazing Policy)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 124E (Charter Schools)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1 - 99.67 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School 
District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical 
or Sexual Abuse)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 415 (Mandated Reporting of Maltreatment of 
Vulnerable Adults)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 423 (Employee-Student Relationships)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507 (Corporal Punishment)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 529 (Staff Notification of Violent Behavior by 
Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses)

Policy Adopted: September 2005
Policy Revised: Dec. 13, 2010 / Sept. 22, 2014 / June 2022 / September 2023
Policy Reviewed: May 2016 / June 2017/ April 2021

Independent Schools District No. 110
Waconia, MN 55387
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402 DISABILITY NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these 
issues.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide a fair employment setting for all persons and to comply 
with state and federal law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities 
because of the disabilities of such individuals in regard to job application procedures, 
hiring, advancement, discharge, compensation, job training, and other terms, 
conditions, and privileges of employment.

B. The school district shall not engage in contractual or other arrangements that have the 
effect of subjecting its qualified applicants or employees with disabilities to 
discrimination on the basis of disability.  The school district shall not exclude or 
otherwise deny equal jobs or job benefits to a qualified individual because of the known 
disability of an individual with whom the qualified individual is known to have a 
relationship or association.

C. The school district shall make reasonable accommodations for the known physical or 
mental limitations of an otherwise qualified individual with a disability who is an 
applicant or employee unless the accommodation would impose undue hardship on the 
operation of the business of the school district.

D. Any job applicant or employee wishing to discuss the need for a reasonable 
accommodation, or other matters related to a disability or the enforcement and 
application of this policy, should contact Jeni Super Dr. Enid Schonewise, Human 
Resources Director, Waconia Public Schools 512 Industrial Blvd, Waconia, MN 55387 or 
email: eschonewise jsuper@isd110.org or call (952) 442-0600. (list the name, title, 
office address, telephone number, and e-mail address).  This individual is the school 
district’s appointed ADA/Section 504 coordinator.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973)
42 U.S.C. § 12101 (Americans with Disabilities Act)
29 C.F.R. Part 32 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap in Programs 
or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance34 C.F.R. Part 104 
Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap in Programs or Activities 
Receiving Federal Financial Assistance

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)

Policy Adopted: May 1998 
Amended: February 2002/ March 2008 / May 2010 / December 2017 / 
December 2019/March 2023 
Independent School District No. 110 
Waconia, MN

mailto:humanresources@isd110.org
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404 EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND CHECKS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe and healthful environment in the school district 
in order to promote the physical, social, and psychological well-being of its students. To that 
end, the school district will seek a criminal history background check for applicants who receive 
an offer of employment with the school district and on all individuals, except enrolled student 
volunteers, who are offered the opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other 
extracurricular academic coaching services to the school district, regardless of whether any 
compensation is paid, or such other background checks as provided by this policy.  The school 
district may also elect to do background checks of other volunteers, independent contractors, 
and student employees in the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall require that applicants for school district positions who receive 
an offer of employment and all individuals, except enrolled student volunteers, who are 
offered the opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other extracurricular 
academic coaching services to the school district, regardless of whether any 
compensation is paid, submit to a criminal history background check.  The offer of 
employment or the opportunity to provide services shall be conditioned upon a 
determination by the school district that an individual’s criminal history does not 
preclude the individual from employment with, or provision of services to, the school 
district.

B. The school district specifically reserves any and all rights it may have to conduct 
background checks regarding current employees, applicants, or service providers 
without the consent of such individuals.

C. Adherence to this policy by the school district shall in no way limit the school district’s 
right to require additional information, or to use procedures currently in place or other 
procedures to gain additional background information concerning employees, 
applicants, volunteers, service providers, independent contractors, and student 
employees.

III. PROCEDURES

A. Normally an individual will not commence employment or provide services until the 
school district receives the results of the criminal history background check.  The school 
district may conditionally hire an applicant or allow an individual to provide services 
pending completion of the background check but shall notify the individual that the 
individual’s employment or opportunity to provide services may be terminated based on 
the result of the background check.  Background checks will be performed by the 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA).  The BCA shall conduct the 
background check by retrieving criminal history data as defined in Minnesota Statutes 
section 13.87.  The school district reserves the right to also have criminal history 
background checks conducted by other organizations or agencies.

B. In order for an individual to be eligible for employment or to provide athletic coaching 
services or other extracurricular academic coaching services to the school district, 
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except for an enrolled student volunteer, the individual must sign a criminal history 
consent form, which provides permission for the school district to conduct a criminal 
history background check, and provide a money order or check payable to either the 
BCA or to the school district, at the election of the school district, in an amount equal to 
the actual cost to the BCA and the school district of conducting the criminal history 
background check.  The cost of the criminal history background check is the 
responsibility of the individual, unless the school district decides to pay the costs for a 
volunteer, an independent contractor, or a student employee.  If the individual fails to 
provide the school district with a signed Informed Consent Form and fee at the time the 
individual receives a job offer, or permission to provide services, the individual will be 
considered to have voluntarily withdrawn the application for employment or request to 
provide services.

[Note:  If the school district elects to receive payment, it may, at its discretion, 
accept payment in the form of a negotiable instrument other than a money 
order or check and then pay the superintendent of the BCA directly to conduct 
the background check.]

C. The school district, in its discretion, may elect not to request a criminal history 
background check on an individual who holds an initial entrance license issued by the 
Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board or the Minnesota 
Commissioner of Education within the 12 months preceding an offer of employment or 
permission to provide services.

D. The school district may use the results of a criminal background check conducted at the 
request of another school hiring authority if:

1. the results of the criminal background check are on file with the other school 
hiring authority or otherwise accessible; 

2. the other school hiring authority conducted a criminal background check within 
the previous 12 months;

3. the individual executes a written consent form giving the school district access 
to the results of the check; and

4. there is no reason to believe that the individual has committed an act 
subsequent to the check that would disqualify the individual for employment or 
provision of services.

E. For all nonstate residents who are offered employment with or the opportunity to provide 
athletic coaching services or other extracurricular academic coaching services to the 
school district, the school district shall request a criminal history background check on 
such individuals from the superintendent of the BCA and from the government agency 
performing the same function in the resident state or, if no government entity performs 
the same function in the resident state, from the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  The 
offer of employment or the opportunity to provide services shall be conditioned upon a 
determination by the school district that an individual’s criminal history does not 
preclude the individual from employment with, or provision of services to, the school 
district. Such individuals must provide an executed criminal history consent form.

F. When required, individuals must provide fingerprints to assist in a criminal history 
background check.  If the fingerprints provided by the individual are unusable, the 
individual will be required to submit another set of prints.
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G. Copies of this policy shall be available in the school district’s employment office and will 
be distributed to applicants for employment and individuals who are offered the 
opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other extracurricular academic 
coaching services upon request.  The need to submit to a criminal history background 
check may be included with the basic criteria for employment or provision of services in 
the position posting and position advertisements.

H. The individual will be informed of the results of the criminal background check(s) to the 
extent required by law.

I. If the criminal history background check precludes employment with, or provision of 
services to, the school district, the individual will be so advised.

J. The school district may apply these procedures to other volunteers, independent 
contractors, or student employees.

K. At the beginning of each school year or when a student enrolls, the school district will 
notify parents and guardians about this policy and identify those positions subject to a 
background check and the extent of the school district’s discretion in requiring a 
background check.  The school district may include this notice in its student handbook, 
a school policy guide, or other similar communication.  A form notice for this purpose is 
included with this policy.

IV. CRIMINAL HISTORY CONSENT FORM

A form to obtain consent for a criminal history background check is included with this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.04, Subd. 4 (Rights of Subjects of Data)
Minn. Stat. § 13.87, Subd. 1 (Criminal Justice Data)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 (Background Check)
Minn. Stat. §§ 299C.60-299C.64 (Minnesota Child, Elder, and Individuals with 
Disabilities Protection Background Check Act)
Minn. Stat. § 364.09(b) (Exception for School Districts)

Cross References: None

Policy Adopted: May 11, 1998 
Amended:  February 11, 2002, March 2008, February 2009, June 2011,  reviewed February 2018, 
amended July 2021, amended April 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN 55387
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408 SUBPOENA OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT EMPLOYEE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect the privacy rights of school district employees and 
students under both state and federal law when requested to testify or provide educational 
records for a judicial or administrative proceeding.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

This policy is to provide guidance and direction for school district employees who may be 
subpoenaed to testify and/or provide educational records for a judicial or administrative 
proceeding.

III. DATA CLASSIFICATION

A. Educational Data

1. State Law

The Minnesota Government Data Practices Act (MGDPA), Minnesota Statutes 13, 
classifies all educational data, except for directory information as chapter 
designated by the school district, as private data on individuals.  The state 
statute provides that private data on individuals may not be released, except 
pursuant to a valid court order or informed consent by the subject of the data 
or a parent if the subject of the data is a minor.

2. Federal Law

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 United States Code 
section  1232g, provides that educational data may not be released, except 
pursuant to informed consent by the individual subject of the data or any 
lawfully issued subpoena.  Regulations promulgated under the federal law 
require that the school district must first make a reasonable effort to notify the 
parent of the student, or the student if the student is 18 years of age or older, 
of the subpoena in advance of releasing the information pursuant to the 
subpoena.

B. Personnel Data

The MGDPA also classifies all personnel data, except for certain data specifically 
classified as public, as private data on individuals.  The state statute provides that 
private data on individuals may not be released, except pursuant to a valid court order 
or informed consent by the subject of the data.

IV. APPLICATION AND PROCEDURES

A. Any employee who receives a subpoena for any purpose related to employment is to 
inform the building administrator or designated supervisor when the employee receives 
the subpoena.  The building administrator or designated supervisor shall immediately 
inform the superintendent that the employee has received a subpoena.

B. No employee may release educational data, personnel data, or any other data of any 
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kind without consultation in advance with the school district official who is designated 
as the authority responsible for the collection, use and dissemination of data.

C. Payment for attendance at judicial or administrative proceedings and the retention of 
witness and mileage fees is to be determined in accordance with the applicable school 
board policies and collective bargaining agreements.

D. The administration shall not release any information except in strict compliance with 
state and federal law and this policy.  Recognizing that an unauthorized release may 
expose the school district or its employees to civil or criminal penalties or loss of 
employment, the administration shall confer with school district legal counsel prior to 
release of such data.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Rules 1205.0100, Subp. 5 (How These Rules Apply)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 211 (Criminal or Civil Action Against School District, 
School Board Member, Employee, or Student)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA Law Bulletin “I” (School Records – Privacy – Access to Data)

Policy Adopted: May 11,1998
Amended: February 2002, March 2008, December 2018, June 2021, April 2023
Independent School District No.110
Waconia, MN 55387
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412 EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

[Note: School districts are required by law to have a policy addressing these issues.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to identify school district business expenses that involve initial 
payment by an employee and qualify for reimbursement from the school district, and to 
specify the manner by which the employee seeks reimbursement.

II. AUTHORIZATION

All school district business expenses to be reimbursed must be approved by the supervising 
administrator.  Such expenses to be reimbursed may include transportation, meals, lodging, 
registration fees, required materials, parking fees, tips, and other reasonable and necessary 
school district business-related expenses.

III. REIMBURSEMENT

A. Requests for reimbursement must be itemized on the official school district form 
and are to be submitted to the designated administrator.  Receipts for lodging, 
commercial transportation, registration, and other reasonable and necessary 
expenses must be attached to the reimbursement form.

B. Automobile travel shall be reimbursed at the mileage rate set by the school board.  
Commercial transportation shall reflect economy fares and shall be reimbursed only 
for the actual cost of the trip.

IV. AIRLINE TRAVEL CREDIT

A. Employees utilizing school district funds to pay for airline travel are required to 
ensure that any credits or other benefits issued by any airline accrue to the benefit 
of the school district rather than the employee.

1. To the extent an airline will not honor a transfer or assignment of credit or 
benefit from the employee to the school district, the employee shall report 
receipt of the credit or benefit to the designated administrator within 90 days 
of receipt of the credit or benefit.

2. Reports of the receipt of an airline credit or benefit shall be made in writing 
and shall include verification from the airline as to the credit or benefit 
received.  Reimbursement for airline travel expenses will not be made until 
such documentation is provided.

B. Employees who have existing credits or benefits issued by an airline based upon 
previously reimbursed airline travel for school district purposes will be required to 
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utilize those credits or benefits toward any subsequent airline travel related to 
school district purposes, prior to reimbursement for such travel, to the extent 
permitted and/or feasible.

C. The requirements of this section apply to all airline travel, regardless of where or 
how the tickets are purchased.

V. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES

The superintendent shall develop a schedule of reimbursement rates for school district 
business expenses, including those expenses requiring advance approval and specific rates 
of reimbursement.  The superintendent shall also develop directives and guidelines to 
address methods and times for submission of requests for reimbursement.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 15.435 (Airline Travel Credit)
Minn. Stat. § 471.665 (Mileage Allowances)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 1035 (Aug. 23, 1999) (Retreat Expenses)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 161b-12 (Aug. 4, 1997) (Transportation Expenses)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 161B-12 (Jan. 24, 1989) (Operating Expenses of Car)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 214 (Out-of-State Travel by School Board 
Members.

Policy Adopted: May 11, 1998
Reviewed: February 2002 / March 2008 / Oct. 2016 / December 2019/ March 2023
Independent School District No.110
Waconia, MN 55387
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210 CONFLICT OF INTEREST – SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect legal requirements.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to observe state statutes regarding conflicts of interest and to 
engage in school district business activities in a fashion designed to avoid any conflict of interest 
or the appearance of impropriety.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of the school board to contract for goods and services in conformance with 
statutory conflict of interest laws and in a manner that will avoid any conflict of interest or the 
appearance thereof.  Accordingly, the school board will contract under the statutory exception 
provisions only when it is clearly in the best interest of the school district because of limitations 
that may exist on goods or services otherwise available to the school district.

III. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS AND RECOGNIZED STATUTORY EXCEPTIONS

A. A school board member who is authorized to take part in any manner in making any 
sale, lease, or contract in his or her the school board member’s official capacity shall 
not voluntarily have a personal financial interest in that sale, lease, or contract or 
personally benefit financially therefrom.

B. In the following circumstances, however, the school board may as an exception, by 
unanimous vote, contract for goods or services with a school board member of the school 
district:

1. In the designation of a bank or savings association, in which a school board 
member is interested, as an authorized depository for school district funds and 
as a source of borrowing, provided such deposited funds are protected in 
accordance with Minnesota Statutes chapter 118A.  Any school board member 
having said interest shall disclose that interest and the interest shall be entered 
upon the school board minutes.  Disclosure shall be made when such bank or 
savings association is first designated as a depository or source of borrowing, 
or when such school board member is elected, whichever is later.  Disclosure 
serves as notice of the interest and need only be made once;

2. The designation of an official newspaper, or publication of official matters 
therein, in which the school board member is interested when it is the only 
newspaper complying with statutory requirements relating to the designation or 
publication;

3. A contract with a cooperative association of which the school board member is 
a shareholder or stockholder but not an officer or manager;

4. A contract for which competitive bids are not required by law.  A contract made 
under this exception will be void unless the following procedures are observed:

a. The school board shall authorize the contract in advance of its 
performance by adopting a resolution setting out the essential facts and 
determining that the contract price is as low as or lower than the price 
at which the goods or services could be obtained elsewhere. 
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b. In the case of an emergency when the contract cannot be authorized in 
advance, payment of the claims must be authorized by a like resolution 
wherein the facts of the emergency are also stated.

c. Before a claim is paid, the interested school board member shall file with 
the clerk of the school board an affidavit stating:

(1) The name of the school board member and the office held;

(2) An itemization of the goods or services furnished;

(3) The contract price;

(4) The reasonable value;

(5) The interest of the school board member in the contract; and

(6) That to the best of the school board member’s knowledge and 
belief, the contract price is as low as, or lower than, the price at 
which the goods or services could be obtained from other 
sources.

5. A school board member may contract with the school district to provide 
construction materials or services, or both, when the sealed bid process is used.  
When the contract comes before the school board for consideration, the 
interested school board member may not vote on the contract.  (Note: This 
section applies only when the school district has a population of 1,000 or less 
according to the last federal census.)

6. A school board member may rent space in a public facility at a rate 
commensurate with that paid by other members of the public.

C. In the following circumstances, the school board may as an exception, by majority vote 
at a meeting at which all school board members are present, contract for services with 
a school board member of the school district: A school board member may be newly 
employed or may continue to be employed by the school district as an employee only if 
there is a reasonable expectation on July 1, or at the time the contract is entered into 
or extended, that the amount to be earned by that school board member under that 
contract or employment relationship, will not exceed $20,000 in that fiscal year.  If the 
school board member does not receive majority approval to be initially employed or to 
continue in employment at a meeting at which all school board members are present, 
that employment is immediately terminated and that school board member  has no 
further rights to employment while serving as a school board member in the school 
district.

[Note: The $8,000 figure increased to $20,000 effective July 1, 2022]

D. The school board may contract with a class of school district employees, such as 
teachers or custodians, when the spouse of a school board member is a member of the 
class of employees contracting with the school board and the employee spouse receives 
no special monetary or other benefit that is substantially different from the benefits that 
other members of the class receive under the employment contract.  For the school 
board to invoke this exception, it must have a majority of disinterested school board 
members vote to approve the contract, direct the school board member spouse to 
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abstain from voting to approve the contract, and publicly set out the essential facts of 
the contract at the meeting in which the contract is approved.

IV. LIMITATIONS ON RELATED EMPLOYEES

A. The school board must hire or dismiss teachers only at duly called meetings.  When a 
husband and wife, brother and sister, or two brothers or sisters, constitute a quorum, 
no contract employing a teacher may be made or authorized except upon the unanimous 
vote of the full school board.

B. The school board may not employ any teacher related by blood or marriage to a school 
board member, within the fourth degree as computed by the civil law, except by a 
unanimous vote of the full school board.

V. CONFLICTS PRIOR TO TAKING OFFICE

A school board member with personal financial interest in a sale, lease, or contract with the 
school district which was entered before the school board member took office and presents an 
actual or potential conflict of interest, shall immediately notify the school board of such interest.  
It shall thereafter be the responsibility of the school board member to refrain from participating 
in any action relating to the sale, lease, or contract.  At the time of renewal of any such sale, 
lease, or contract, the school board may enter into or renew such sale, lease, or contract only 
if it falls within one of the enumerated exceptions for contracts relating to goods or services 
provided above and if the procedures provided in this policy are followed.

VI. DETERMINATION AS TO WHETHER A CONFLICT OF INTEREST EXISTS

The determination as to whether a conflict of interest exists is to be made by the school board.  
Any school board member who has an actual or potential conflict shall notify the school board 
of such conflict immediately.  The school board member shall thereafter cooperate with the 
school board as necessary for the school board to make its determination.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 3 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.195 (Board Member’s Right to Employment)
Minn. Stat. § 471.87 (Public Officers, Interest in Contract; Penalty)
Minn. Stat. § 471.88, Subds. 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 13, and 21 (Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. § 471.89 (Contract, When Void)
Op. Atty. Gen. 437-A-4, March 15, 1935
Op. Atty. Gen. 90-C-5, July 30, 1940
Op. Atty. Gen. 90-A, August 14, 1957

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 101 (Legal Status of the School Board)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 209 (Code of Ethics)

Policy adopted: January 2001, revised November 2007 / revised April 2009 /revised January 2023
Policy Reviewed: September 2017
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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213 SCHOOL BOARD COMMITTEES

[Note: Many school boards utilize either standing or ad hoc committees, or both. On the 
other hand, some school boards avoid the use of committees for the most part because 
of the danger of fragmentation of the governance process. The objective of this policy 
is to provide a framework for those school boards which elect to utilize committees or 
subcommittees. Further, this policy is designed to apply only to committees or 
subcommittees made up of elected school board members. Other considerations will 
apply to committees established by the school board involving members of the public, 
employees, students, parents, etc.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the structure and the operation of committees 
or subcommittees of the school board.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. It is the policy of the school board to designate school board committees or 
subcommittees when it is determined that a committee process facilitates the 
mission of the school board.

B. The school board has determined that certain permanent standing committees, as 
described in this policy, do facilitate the operation of the school board and the 
school district.

C. A school board committee or subcommittee will be formed by school board 
resolution which shall outline the duties and purpose of the committee or 
subcommittee.

D. A committee or subcommittee is advisory in nature and has only such authority as 
specified by the school board.

E. The school board will receive reports or recommendations from a committee or 
subcommittee for consideration. The school board, however, retains the right and 
has the duty to make all final decisions related to such reports or recommendations.

F. The school board also may establish such ad hoc committees for specific purposes 
as it deems appropriate.

G. The school board reserves the right to limit, create or abolish any standing or ad 
hoc committee as it deems appropriate.

H. A committee of the school board shall not appoint a subcommittee of that 
committee without approval of the school board.
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III. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

A. The school board hereby appoints the following standing committees:

1. Finance and Facilities

2. Policy and Advocacy

3. Negotiations Committee(s) for various employee groups (as needed).

4. Governance (Chair, Vice-Chair/Clerk, and Treasurer) (as needed)

                          5.          Grievance (as needed)

[Note: Each school district should determine which, if any, standing committees the 
school board wishes to establish.]

B. The school board will establish, by resolution, for each standing or ad hoc 
committee, the number of members, the term, and the charge or mission of each 
such committee.  Standing committee members will be assigned in January of each 
calendar year.  Ad-hoc committees will be formed as needed. 

   C. The school board chair shall appoint the members of each standing or ad hoc 
committee and designate the chair thereof.  While not required, the standard 
composition of the standing committees is:

1. The Finance and Facilities Committee includes the Board Treasurer and 2 
other members.

2. The Policy and Advocacy Committee includes the Vice Chair and 2 other 
members.

3. The Governance Committee includes the 3 Board officers

4. The Grievance Committee includes the Board Chair and negotiations 
committee. If the Board chair is also on the negotiations committee, the next 
two representatives in order would include the vice chair and then the 
treasurer. 

  

IV. PROCEDURES FOR SCHOOL BOARD COMMITTEES

A. All meetings of committees or subcommittees shall be open to the public in 
compliance with the Open Meeting Law, and notice shall be given as prescribed by 
law.

B. A committee or subcommittee shall act only within the guidelines and mission 
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established for that committee or subcommittee by the school board.

C. Actions of a committee or subcommittee shall be by majority vote and be consistent 
with the governing rules of the school board.

D. The committee or subcommittee shall designate a secretary who will record the 
minutes of actions of the school board committee.

E. The power of a committee or subcommittee of the school board is advisory only 
and is limited to making recommendations to the school board.

F. A committee or subcommittee of the school board shall, when appropriate, clarify 
in any dealings with the public that its powers are only advisory to the school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D (Open Meeting Law)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 201 (Legal Status of the School Board) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 203 (Operation of the School Board – 
Governing Rules)
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 13, School Law Bulletin “C” 
(Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law)

Policy Adopted April 14, 1997 / revised: November 12, 2001/ reviewed: November 2007 revised: 
May 2016 / revised July 2022 / revised: December 2023 
Independent School District No. 110 
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517 STUDENT RECRUITING

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to prevent school district employees from exerting undue 
influence for purposes of securing or retaining the attendance of a student in a school.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. It is the policy of the school district to encourage employees to make available to all 
interested people information regarding the school district, its schools, programs, 
policies, and procedures.  The purpose of such activity is to assist in the process of 
fully informed decision making regarding school enrollment and to enhance the 
visibility and image of the school district.

B. At the same time, the school district recognizes that the scope of such activity is 
limited by statutory authority and bylaws of the Minnesota State High School League.  
Accordingly, it shall be a violation of this policy for employees to exert undue influence 
for purposes of securing or retaining the attendance of a student in a school or to 
compete with another school district for the enrollment of students.

C. Employees are further prohibited from encouraging others to engage in such conduct 
on behalf of the school district.

III. DEFINITION

A. The terms “undue influence” or “competing for enrollment” shall include initiating any 
oral or written contact with a student from another school district who participates in a 
school-sponsored sport or activity which solicits the student’s transfer to participate in 
a sport or activity.

B. The terms shall also include the awarding of tuition, allowance for board and/or room, 
allowance for transportation, priority in assignments of jobs, cash or gifts in any form, 
or any other privilege or consideration if not similarly available to all students.

IV. PROCEDURES

A. The school board shall adopt, by resolution, specific standards for acceptance and 
rejection of applications for open enrollment.  Standards may include the capacity of a 
program, class, school building, or the statutory limits to nonresident enrollment in a 
particular grade level, or whether the student is currently expelled for (1) possessing a 
dangerous weapon, as defined under federal law, at a school or school function; (2) 
possession or using an illegal drug at school or at a school function; (3) selling or 
soliciting the sale of a controlled substance while at school or a school function; or 
committing a first, second or third degree assault as described in state law.  Standards 
for acceptance and rejection of open-enrollment applications are subject to the 
Graduation Incentives Program and may not include previous academic achievement, 
athletic or other extracurricular ability, disabling conditions, proficiency in the English 
language, previous disciplinary proceedings, or the student’s district of residence.

B. Employees who violate the provisions of the policy shall be subject to disciplinary 
action as appropriate.  Any such disciplinary action shall be made pursuant to and in 
accordance with applicable statutory authority, collective bargaining agreements, 
school district policies, and the bylaws of the Minnesota High School League, as 
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applicable.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)
Minnesota State High School League Bylaws

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students)

Policy Adopted: July 2003 / December 19, 2005 Policy Reviewed: September 2017 / December 2020 / revised July 
2023
Independent School District 110 
Waconia, MN



11. 526 Hazing Prohibition



526 HAZING PROHIBITION 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe learning environment for students and staff that 
is free from hazing. Hazing activities of any type are inconsistent with the educational goals of 
the school district and are prohibited at all times. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

A. No student, teacher, administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the 
school district shall plan, direct, encourage, aid, or engage in hazing. 

B. No teacher, administrator, volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the school 
district shall permit, condone, or tolerate hazing. 

C. Apparent permission or consent by a person being hazed does not lessen the 
prohibitions contained in this policy. 

D. Retaliation against a victim, good faith reporter, or a witness of hazing is prohibited. 

E. False accusations or reports of hazing against a student, teacher, administrator, 
volunteer, contractor, or other employee are prohibited. 

F. A person who engages in an act of hazing, reprisal, retaliation, or false reporting of 
hazing or permits, condones, or tolerates hazing shall be subject to discipline or other 
remedial responses for that act in accordance with the school district’s policies and 
procedures. Consequences for students who commit, tolerate, or are a party to 
prohibited acts of hazing may range from remedial responses or positive behavioral 
interventions up to and including suspension and/or expulsion. Consequences for 
employees who permit, condone, or tolerate hazing or engage in an act of reprisal or 
intentional false reporting of hazing may result in disciplinary action up to and including 
termination or discharge. 526-2 Consequences for other individuals engaging in 
prohibited acts of hazing may include, but not be limited to, exclusion from school 
district property and events and/or termination of services and/or contracts. 

G. This policy applies to hazing that occurs during and after school hours, on or off school 
premises or property, at school functions or activities, or on school transportation. 

H. A person who engages in an act that violates school policy or law in order to be initiated 
into or affiliated with a student organization shall be subject to discipline for that act. 

I. The school district will act to investigate all complaints of hazing and will discipline or 
take appropriate action against any student, teacher, administrator, volunteer, 
contractor, or other employee of the school district who is found to have violated this 
policy. 

III. DEFINITIONS 

A. “Hazing” means committing an act against a student, or coercing a student into 
committing an act, that creates a substantial risk of harm to a person, in order for the 



student to be initiated into or affiliated with a student organization, or for any other 
school-related purpose. The term hazing includes, but is not limited to: 

1. Any type of physical brutality such as whipping, beating, striking, branding, 
electronic shocking, or placing a harmful substance on the body. 

2. Any type of physical activity such as sleep deprivation, exposure to weather, 
confinement in a restricted area, calisthenics, or other activity that subjects the 
student to an unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely affects the mental or 
physical health or safety of the student. 

3. Any activity involving the consumption of any alcoholic beverage, drug, tobacco 
product, or any other food, liquid, or substance that subjects the student to an 
unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely affects the mental or physical 
health or safety of the student. 

4. Any activity that intimidates or threatens the student with ostracism, that 
subjects a student to extreme mental stress, embarrassment, shame, or 
humiliation, that adversely affects the mental health or dignity of the student or 
discourages the student from remaining in school. 

5. Any activity that causes or requires the student to perform a task that involves 
violation of state or federal law or of school district policies or regulations. 

B. “Immediately” means as soon as possible but in no event longer than 24 hours. 526-3 

C. “On school premises or school district property, or at school functions or activities, or on 
school transportation” means all school district buildings, school grounds, and school 
property or property immediately adjacent to school grounds, school bus stops, school 
buses, school vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other vehicles approved for 
school district purposes, the area of entrance or departure from school grounds, 
premises, or events, and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities, 
events, or trips. School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or 
from school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or 
events. While prohibiting hazing at these locations and events, the school district does 
not represent that it will provide supervision or assume liability at these locations and 
events. 

D. “Remedial response” means a measure to stop and correct hazing, prevent hazing from 
recurring, and protect, support, and intervene on behalf of a student who is the target 
or victim of hazing. 

E. “Student” means a student enrolled in a public school or a charter school. 

F. “Student organization” means a group, club, or organization having students as its 
primary members or participants. It includes grade levels, classes, teams, activities, or 
particular school events. A student organization does not have to be an official school 
organization to come within the terms of this definition. 



IV. REPORTING PROCEDURES 

A. Any person with knowledge or belief of conduct which may constitute hazing shall 
report the alleged acts immediately to an appropriate school district official designated 
by this policy, which can include self-reporting from a potential target or victim of 
hazing. A person may report hazing anonymously. However, the school district may not 
rely solely on an anonymous report to determine discipline or other remedial responses. 

B. The school district encourages the reporting party to use the report form available from 
the principal or building supervisor of each building or available from the school district 
office, but oral reports shall be considered complaints as well. The building principal, the 
principal’s designee, or the building supervisor (hereinafter the “building report taker”) 
is the person responsible for receiving reports of hazing at the building level. Any adult 
school district personnel who receives a report of hazing prohibited by this policy shall 
inform the building report taker immediately. Any person may report hazing directly to 
a school district human rights officer or to the superintendent. If the complaint involves 
the building report taker, the complaint shall be made or filed directly with the 
superintendent or the school district human rights officer by the reporting party or 
complainant. 526-4 The building report taker shall ensure that this policy and its 
procedures, practices, consequences, and sanctions are fairly and fully implemented 
and shall serve as a primary contact on policy and procedural matters. 

C. A teacher, administrator, volunteer, contractor, and other school employees shall be 
particularly alert to possible situations, circumstances, or events which might include 
hazing. Any such person who witnesses, observes, receives a report of, or has other 
knowledge or belief of conduct which may constitute hazing shall make reasonable 
efforts to address and resolve the hazing and shall inform the building report taker 
immediately. School district personnel who fail to inform the building report taker of 
conduct that may constitute hazing or who fail to make reasonable efforts to address 
and resolve the hazing in a timely manner may be subject to disciplinary action. 

D. Submission of a good faith complaint or report of hazing will not affect the complainant 
or reporter’s future employment, grades, work assignments, or educational or work 
environment. 

E. Reports of hazing are classified as private educational and/or personnel data and/or 
confidential investigative data and will not be disclosed except as permitted by law. The 
building report taker, in conjunction with the responsible authority, shall be responsible 
for keeping and regulating access to any report of hazing and the record of any resulting 
investigation. 

F. The school district will respect the privacy of the complainant(s), the individual(s) 
against whom the complaint is filed, and the witnesses as much as possible, consistent 
with the school district’s legal obligations to investigate, to take appropriate action, and 
to comply with any discovery or disclosure obligations. 

V. SCHOOL DISTRICT ACTION 



A. Within three (3) days of the receipt of a complaint or report of hazing, the school district 
shall undertake or authorize an investigation by school district officials or a third party 
designated by the school district. 

B. The building report taker or other appropriate school district officials may take 
immediate steps, at their the building report taker’s discretion, to protect the target or 
victim of the hazing, the complainant, the reporter, and students or others pending 
completion of an investigation of alleged hazing prohibited by this policy. 

C. The alleged perpetrator of the hazing shall be allowed the opportunity to present a 
defense during the investigation or prior to the imposition of discipline or other 
remedial responses. 

D. Upon completion of an investigation that determines hazing has occurred, the school 
district will take appropriate action. Such action may include, but is not limited to, 
warning, suspension, exclusion, expulsion, transfer, remediation, termination, or 
discharge. Disciplinary consequences will be sufficiently severe 526-5 to try to deter 
violations and to appropriately discipline prohibited behavior. School district action 
taken for violation of this policy will be consistent with the requirements of applicable 
collective bargaining agreements; applicable statutory authority, including the 
Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and applicable school district policies and 
regulations. 

E. The school district is not authorized to disclose to a victim private educational or 
personnel data regarding an alleged perpetrator who is a student or employee of the 
school district. School officials will notify the parent(s) or guardian(s) of students who 
are targets or victims of hazing and the parent(s) or guardian(s) of alleged perpetrators 
of hazing who have been involved in a reported and confirmed hazing incident of the 
remedial or disciplinary action taken, to the extent permitted by law. 

F. In order to prevent or to respond to hazing committed by or directed against a child 
with a disability, the school district shall, where determined appropriate by the child’s 
individualized education program (IEP) team or Section 504 team, allow the child’s IEP 
or Section 504 plan to be drafted to address the skills and proficiencies the child needs 
as a result of the child’s disability to allow the child to respond to or not to engage in 
hazing. 

VI. RETALIATION OR REPRISAL 

The school district will discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher, administrator, 
volunteer, contractor, or other employee of the school district who commits an act of reprisal or who 
retaliates against any person who asserts, alleges, or makes a good faith report of alleged hazing, who 
provides information about hazing, who testifies, assists, or participates in an investigation of alleged 
hazing, or who testifies, assists, or participates in a proceeding or hearing relating to such hazing. 
Retaliation includes, but is not limited to, any form of intimidation, reprisal, harassment, or intentional 
disparate treatment. Disciplinary consequences will be sufficiently severe to deter violations and to 



appropriately discipline the individual(s) who engaged in the prohibited conduct. Remedial responses to 
the prohibited conduct shall be tailored to the particular incident and nature of the conduct. 

VII. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY 

[Note: Proper reference should be made to the appropriate handbooks in each school district.] 

A. This policy shall appear in each school’s student handbook and in each school’s building 
and staff handbooks. 

B. The school district will develop a method of discussing this policy with students and 
employees. 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy) 526-6 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.0311 (Notice of the Rights and Responsibilities of Students 
and Parents Under the Safe and Supportive Minnesota Schools Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.69 (Hazing Policy) 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School 
District Employees) MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention [Applicable to Students and 
Staff]) 

Policy Adopted: May 2003 Reviewed April 2006 / Amended: Dec. 13, 2010 / reviewed June 2013/ 
reviewed May 2016/ reviewed February 2020 / revised July 2023
Independent School District 110 
Waconia, MN
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527 STUDENT USE AND PARKING OF MOTOR VEHICLES; PATROLS, INSPECTIONS, AND 
SEARCHES

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for use and parking of motor vehicles by 
students in school district locations, to maintain order and discipline in the schools, and to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of students and school personnel.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of this school district is to allow the limited use and parking of motor vehicles by 
students in school district locations.  The position of the school district is that a fair and 
equitable district-wide student motor vehicle policy will contribute to the quality of the 
student’s educational experience, will maintain order and discipline in the schools, and will 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of students and school personnel.  This policy applies to 
all students in the school district.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by 
school district policy and/or law.  It includes, but is not limited to, weapons and “look-
alikes,” alcoholic beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,”      and other 
materials belonging to the school district, and stolen property.

B. “Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that the 
search will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, and/or law.  
Reasonable suspicion may be based on a school official’s personal observation, a 
report from a student, parent, or staff member, a student’s suspicious behavior, a 
student’s age and past history or record of conduct both in and out of the school 
context, or other reliable sources of information.

C. “Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is 
reasonably related to the objectives of the search.  Factors to consider in determining 
what is reasonable include the seriousness of the suspected infraction, the reliability of 
the information, the necessity of acting without delay, the existence of exigent 
circumstances necessitating an immediate search and further investigation (e.g., to 
prevent violence, serious and immediate risk of harm, or destruction of evidence), and 
the age of the student.

D. “School district location” means property that is owned, rented, leased, or borrowed 
by the school district for school purposes, as well as property immediately adjacent to 
such property that may be used for parking or gaining access to such property.  A 
school district location also shall include off school property at any school-sponsored or 
school-approved activity, event, or function, such as a field trip or athletic event, 
where students are under the jurisdiction of the school district. 

IV. STUDENT USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN SCHOOL DISTRICT LOCATIONS

Students generally are not permitted to use motor vehicles during the school day in any school 
district location.  Students may use motor vehicles on the high school campus[es] during the 
school day only if there is an emergency and permission has been granted to the student by a 
building administrator to use a motor vehicle.  Students are permitted to use motor vehicles in 
school district locations outside of the school day only on the high school campus[es].
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V. STUDENT PARKING OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN SCHOOL DISTRICT LOCATIONS

A. Students are permitted to park in a school district location as a matter of privilege, not 
of right.  Students driving a motor vehicle to a high school campus may park the 
motor vehicle in the parking lot designated for student parking only.  Students will not 
park vehicles in driveways, on private property, or visitor parking stalls.

B. Students are required to purchase a parking permit and register 
(make/model/color/license plate) all vehicles with the high school office. Parking 
permit must be hanging on rear view mirror and visible during school hours.

C. When there are unauthorized vehicles parked on school district property, school 
officials may:

1. move the vehicle or require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle 
to move it off school district property; or

2. if unattended, provide for the removal of the vehicle, at the expense of the 
owner or operator, to the nearest convenient garage or other place of safety 
off of school district property.

VI. PATROLS, INSPECTIONS, AND SEARCHES

School officials may conduct routine patrols of school district locations and routine inspections 
of the exteriors of the motor vehicles of students.  In addition, the interiors of motor vehicles 
of students in school district locations may be searched when school officials have a 
reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law and/or school policy or 
rule.

A. Patrols and Inspections

School officials may conduct routine patrols of student parking lots and other school 
district locations and routine inspections of the exteriors of the motor vehicles of 
students.  Such patrols and inspections may be conducted without notice, without 
student consent, and without a search warrant.

B. Search of Interior of Student Motor Vehicle

The interiors of motor vehicles of students in school district locations, including glove 
or trunk compartments, may be searched when school officials have a reasonable 
suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law and/or school policy or rule.  
The search will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness.  Such searches may be 
conducted without notice, without consent, and without a search warrant. A student 
will be subject to withdrawal of parking privileges and to discipline if the student 
refuses to open a locked motor vehicle under the student’s control or its 
compartments upon the request of a school official. 

C. Prohibition of Contraband and Interference with Patrols, Inspections, Searches, and/or 
Seizures

A violation of this policy occurs when students store or carry contraband in motor 
vehicles in a school district location or interfere with patrols, inspections, searches, 
and/or seizures as provided by this policy.

D. Seizure of Contraband

If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the item and may turn it over 
to legal officials for ultimate disposition when appropriate.
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E. Dissemination of Policy

A copy of this policy will be available in the student handbook or disseminated in any 
other way which school officials deem appropriate.

VII. DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES

The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school board review and 
approval reasonable directives and guidelines which address specific needs of the school 
district related to student use and parking of motor vehicles in school district locations, such 
as a permit system and parking regulations. Approved directives and guidelines shall be 
attached as an addendum to this policy.

[Note:  Some school districts may choose to allow students to parking their cars in 
school district locations, such as designated student parking lots, by permit only.  
Such a permit system can be used to assist in the dissemination and enforcement of 
the motor vehicle policy.  For example, school districts instituting a permit system 
can advise students who apply for a permit that the motor vehicle policy exists and 
that their student motor vehicles are subject to inspection and search by school 
officials.  An acknowledgment form, such as the sample attached to this policy, can 
then be utilized to document the notice given and the student’s receipt of the 
policy.]

[Note: If a school district institutes a permit system and intends to charge students 
a fee for parking permits, the procedures in Minnesota Statutes section      123B.38 
must be followed before the fees are implemented.]

VIII. VIOLATIONS

A student found to have violated this policy and/or the directives and guidelines implementing 
it shall be subject to withdrawal of parking privileges and/or to discipline in accordance with 
the school district’s Student Discipline Policy, which may include suspension, exclusion, or 
expulsion.  In addition, the student may be referred to legal officials when appropriate.

Repeated violations are subject to vehicle being immobilized/use of a car boot. Additional fees 
will be required to remove car boot. Vehicle may also be towed at the owners expense.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. IV
Minn. Const., art. I, §10
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subds. 1 and 5 (General Powers of Independent School 
Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.38 (Hearing)
New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325      (1985)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free School)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal 
Possessions, and Student’s Person)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses)

Policy Adopted: July 2003 / April 2006 / Reviewed: September 2017
Revised: December 2020 / June 2023
Independent School District #110
Waconia, MN  55387
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528 STUDENT PARENTAL, FAMILY, AND MARITAL STATUS NONDISCRIMINATION

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

I. PURPOSE

Students are protected from discrimination on the basis of sex and marital status pursuant to 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the Minnesota Human Rights Act.  This 
includes discrimination on the basis of pregnancy.  The purpose of this school district policy is 
to provide equal educational opportunity for all students and to prohibit discrimination on the 
grounds of sex, parental, family, or marital status.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district provides equal educational opportunity for all students, and will not 
apply any rule concerning a student’s actual or potential parental, family, or marital 
status which treats students differently on the basis of sex.

B. The school district will not discriminate against any student, or exclude any student from 
its education program or activity, including any class or extracurricular activity, on the 
basis of such students’ pregnancy, childbirth, false pregnancy, termination of pregnancy 
or recovery therefrom, unless the student requests voluntarily to participate in a 
separate portion of the program or activity of the recipient.

C. The school district may require such a student to obtain the certification of a physician 
that the student is physically and emotionally able to continue participation in the normal 
education program or activity so long as such a certification is required of all students 
for other physical or emotional conditions requiring the attention of a physician.

D. The school district will ensure that any separate and voluntary instructional program is 
comparable to that offered to non-pregnant students.

E. It is the responsibility of every school district employee to comply with this policy.

F. The school board has designated the Director of Human Resources, Dr. Enid Schonewise 
Jeni Super, District Office 512 Industrial Blvd, Waconia, MN 55387, (952) 442-0600 as 
its Title IX coordinator.  This employee coordinates the school district’s efforts to comply 
with and carry out its responsibilities under Title IX.

G. Any student, parent or guardian having questions regarding the application of Title IX 
and its regulations and/or this policy should discuss them with the Title IX coordinator.  
Questions relating solely to Title IX and its regulations may be referred to the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights of the United States Department of Education. In the absence 
of a specific designee, an inquiry or complaint should be referred to the superintendent 
or the school district human rights officer.

H. Any reports of unlawful discrimination under this policy will be handled, investigated, 
and acted upon in the manner specified in Policy 522.     

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. §§ 1681-1688 (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972)
34 C.F.R. Part 106 (Implementing Regulations of Title IX)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 102 (Equal Educational Opportunity)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy, Grievance 
Procedure and Process)

Policy Adopted: May 2003 Reviewed April 2006, revised August 2015, reviewed February 2020, revised June 2023 
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Independent School District 110 
Waconia, MN
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529 STAFF NOTIFICATION OF VIOLENT BEHAVIOR BY STUDENTS

I. PURPOSE

In an effort to provide a safe school environment, the assigned classroom teacher and certain 
staff members should know whether a student to be placed in the classroom has a history of 
violent behavior.  Additionally, decisions should be made regarding how to manage such a 
student.

The purpose of this policy is to address the circumstances in which data should be provided to 
classroom teachers and other school staff members about students with a history of violent 
behavior and to establish a procedure for notifying staff regarding the placement of students 
with a history of violent behavior.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Any staff member or other employee of the school district who obtains or possesses 
information concerning a student in the building with a history of violent behavior shall 
immediately report said information to the principal of the building in which the 
student attends school.

B. The administration will meet with the assigned classroom teacher and other 
appropriate staff members for the purpose of notifying and determining how staff will 
manage such student.

C. Only staff members who have a legitimate educational interest in the information will 
receive notification.

III. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this policy, the following terms have the meaning given them.

A. Administration

“Administration” means the superintendent, building principal, or other designee.

B. Classroom Teacher

“Classroom teacher” means the instructional personnel responsible for the course or 
room to which a student is assigned at any given time, including a substitute hired in 
place of the classroom teacher.

C. History of Violent Behavior

1. A student will be considered to have a history of violent behavior if incident(s) 
of violence, including any documented physical assault of a school district 
employee by the student, have occurred during the current or previous school 
year.

2. If a student has an incident of violence during the current or previous school 
year, that incident and all other past related or similar incidents of violence will 
be reported.

D. Incident(s) of Violence

“Incident(s) of violence” means willful conduct in which a student endangers or causes 
physical injury to the student, other students, a school district employee, or 
surrounding person(s) or endangers or causes significant damage to school district 
property, regardless of whether related to a disability or whether discipline was 
imposed.
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E. Legitimate Educational Interest

“Legitimate educational interest” includes interest directly related to classroom 
instruction, teaching, student achievement and progress, discipline of a student, 
student health and welfare, and the ability to respond to a request for educational 
data.  It includes a person’s need to know in order to:

1. Perform an administrative task required in the school or the employee’s 
contract or position description approved by the school board;

2. Perform a supervisory or instructional task directly related to the student’s 
education; or

3. Perform a service or benefit for the student or the student’s family such as 
health care, counseling, student job placement, or student financial aid.

4. Perform a task directly related to responding to a request for data.

F. School Staff Member

“School staff member” includes:

1. A person duly elected to the school board;

2. A person employed by the school board in an administrative, supervisory, 
instructional, or other professional position;

3. A person employed by the school board as a temporary substitute in a 
professional position for the period of that person’s his or her performance as 
a substitute; and

4. A person employed by, or under contract to, the school board to perform a 
special task such as a secretary, a clerk, a public information officer or data 
practices compliance official, an attorney, or an auditor for the period of that 
person’s his or her performance as an employee or contractor.

IV. PROCEDURE FOR STAFF NOTIFICATION OF STUDENTS WITH VIOLENT BEHAVIOR

A. Reports of Violent Behavior

Any staff member or other employee of the school district who becomes aware of any 
information regarding the violent behavior of an enrolling student or any student 
enrolled in the school district shall immediately report the information to the building 
principal where the student is enrolled or seeks to enroll.

B. Recipients of Notice

Each classroom teacher of a student with a history of violent behavior (see Section 
III.C., above) will receive written notification from the administration prior to 
placement of the student in the teacher’s classroom.  In addition, written notice will be 
given by the administration to other school staff members who have a legitimate 
educational interest, as defined in this policy, when a student with a history of violent 
behavior is placed in a teacher’s classroom.  The administration will provide notice to 
anyone substituting for the classroom teacher or school staff member, who has 
received notice under this policy, that the substitute will be overseeing a student with 
a history of violent behavior.

The administration may provide other school district employees or individuals outside 
of the school district with information regarding a student, including information 
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regarding a student’s history of violent behavior, in accordance with Policy 515, 
Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records.

C. Determination of Who Receives Notice

The determination of which classroom teachers and school staff members have a 
legitimate educational interest in information regarding a student with a history of 
violent behavior will be made by either: (1) the school district’s Responsible Authority 
appointed by the school board under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act or 
(2) the administration.  In the event the administration makes this determination, the 
Responsible Authority will provide guidance to the administration as to what data will 
be shared.

D. Form of Written Notice

The notice given to classroom teachers and school staff members will be in writing and 
will include the following:

1. Name of the student;

2. Date of notice;

3. Notification that the student has been identified as a student with a history of 
violent behavior as defined in Section III. of this policy; and

4. Reminder of the private nature of the data provided.

E. Record of Notice

1. The administration will retain a copy of the notice or other documentation 
provided to classroom teachers and school staff members notified under this 
section.

2. Retention of the written notice or other documentation provided to classroom 
teachers and school staff members is governed by the approved Records 
Retention Schedule.

F. Meetings Regarding Students with a History of Violent Behavior

1. If the administration determines, in that administrator’s his or her discretion, 
that the classroom teacher and/or school staff members with a legitimate 
educational interest in such data reasonably require access to the details 
regarding a student’s history of violent behavior for purposes of school safety 
and/or intervention services for the student, the administration also may 
convene a meeting to share and discuss such data.

2. The persons present at the meeting may have access to the data described in 
Section IV.D., above.

G. Law Enforcement Reports

Staff members will be provided with notice of disposition orders or law enforcement 
reports received by the school district in accordance with Policy 515, Protection and 
Privacy of Pupil Records.  Where appropriate, information obtained from disposition 
orders or law enforcement reports also may be included in a Notification of Violent 
Behavior.

V. MAINTENANCE AND TRANSFER OF RECORDS

A report, notice, or documentation pertaining to a student with a history of violent behavior 
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are educational records of a student and will be retained, maintained, and transferred to a 
school or school district in which a student seeks to enroll in accordance with Policy 515, 
Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records.

VI. PARENTAL NOTICE

A. The administration will notify parents annually that the school district gives classroom 
teachers and other school staff members notice about students’ history of violent 
behavior.

B. Prior to providing the written notice of a student’s violent behavior to classroom 
teachers and/or school staff members, the administration will inform the student’s 
parent or guardian that such notice will be provided.

C. Parents or guardians will be given notice that parents or guardians they have the right 
to review and challenge records or data, including the data documenting the history of 
violent behavior, in accordance with Policy 515, Protection and Privacy of Pupil 
Records.

VII. TRAINING NEEDS

Representatives of the school board and representatives of the teachers will discuss the needs 
of students and staff.  The parties may discuss necessary training which may include training 
on conflict resolution and positive behavior interventions and may discuss necessary 
intervention services such as student behavioral assessments.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 7 (Compulsory Instruction)     
Minn. Stat. § 121A.45 (Grounds for Dismissal)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.64 (Notification; Teachers’ Legitimate Educational Interest)     
Minn. Stat. § 121A.75 (Receipt of Records; Sharing)
Minn. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000 (Data Practices)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1-99.67 (Rules Implementing FERPA)
Minn. Laws 2003, 1st Sp., Ch. 9, Art. 2, § 53

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)

Policy Adopted: July 2003 Reviewed April 2006, reviewed August 2015, revised February 2020, revised July 2023
Independent School District 110 
Waconia, MN
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531 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

I. PURPOSE

The school board recognizes the need to display an appropriate United States 
flag and to provide instruction to students in the proper etiquette, display, and 
respect of the flag.  The purpose of this policy is to provide for recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance and instruction in school to help further that end.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Students in this school district shall recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America one or more times each week.  The recitation 
shall be conducted:

A. By each individual classroom teacher or the teacher’s surrogate; or

B. Over a school intercom system by a person designated by the school 
principal or other person having administrative control over the school.

III. EXCEPTIONS

Anyone who does not wish to participate in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
for any personal reasons may elect not to do so.  Students and school 
personnel must respect another person’s right to make that choice.

IV. INSTRUCTION

Students will be instructed in the proper etiquette toward, correct display of, 
and respect for the flag, and in patriotic exercises.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.11, Subd. 3 (Pledge of Allegiance)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.11, Subd. 4 (Instruction)

Cross References:

Policy Adopted: August 2003 / April 2006 / revised April 2009 / revised December 
2020/ revised July 2023
Policy Reviewed: September 2017
Independent School District #110
Waconia, MN
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