Teaching & Learning Center, Becker High

Regular Meeting School
Monday, October 7, 2024 6:30 PM 12000 Hancock Street
Becker, MN 55308

Agenda

1. PROCEDURAL ITEMS
1.A. Call to Order
1.B. Pledge of Allegiance
1.C. Agenda
1.D. Recognition of Visitors and Public Forum
1.E.Presentations
2. REPORTS
2.A. Student Report
2.B. Superintendent's Report
2.C. Committee Reports
CLOSED SESSION RECAP FROM 9//9/24 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING:
4. CONSENT AGENDA
4.A. Minutes
4.B. Financial Report
4.C. Disbursements
4.D. Personnel
4.E.24-25 Individual Contracts
GIFTS
MSHSL
COMPENSATORY FUNDING RESOLUTION: MSBA DELEGATE ASSEMBLY
POLICY REVIEWS
. FIRST READING
0. ADJOURN
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School Board Presentation

Cell Phone Policy at the High School Level

October 2024
Presenters from Becker HS: Dave Kreft



Background - IROD

Dr. Dave Webb - “Homerun Leadership”
e Presented in Becker - November, 2022
e Focused on Problem Solving & Decision Making
e drdavewebb@homerunleadership.com



Background - Cell Phones

District Mission: “Developing self-directed learners to
thrive in a changing global community”

1:1 iPad District for over 10 years

Lockers, backpacks, socioeconomic, involvement
Personal view and perspective - leadership style



Background - Cell Phones

ooo
e Legislation: A school district or charter school must adopt a policy on

students’ possession and use of cell phones in school by March 15,
2025. MESPA and MASSP must collaborate to make best practices
available to schools on a range of different strategies in order to
minimize the impact on cell phones on student behavior, mental
health, and academic attainment.

e Cell Phone Toolkit has been shared with districts



Cell Phone - Reason to Change

1. Observation - Most skilled classroom managers
2. Department chair - feedback at a meeting
3. Attended session at the winter conference



Information - February

e Staff Feedback - February, 2024 - Line Up
o In my experience, student cell phones present
challenges to my professional responsibilities. (1)
o In my professional role, I believe our cell phone

policy should be addressed. (2)



Information - Internal Data - February

e ODR (office discipline referral) data

e 2019-20 (9), 20-21 (0), 21-°22 (14), 22-°23 (49 - 2nd place
in number of ODRs), 23-24 (44 - end of the year)

e 17 students who have a class in the building haven’t had
their iPad register with our network in 5 days or more



Information - Policy - February

ELECTRONIC DEVICES:

Cell phones are not allowed to be accessed during classes, unless designated as an
appropriate time by the instructor. In general, cell phones are not to be seen during
class time. All students are issued an iPad and students are not permitted to use

their cell phone in replacement of their school issued device. Laser pointers are
prohibited from school. Students are reminded that the use of cell phones or the
Internet for the purpose of harassing or threatening others during the school day is in

violation of the hazing and harassment policy and will result in disciplinary action.




Information - Policy - February

Electronic Device Violations:

First Violation- Teacher/Student Conference. Device may be
confiscated for the class for the day.

Second Violation- Confiscation of the device for the day. The teacher

will turn the device into the high school office. The student may pick
up the device in the high school office at the end of the day.

hird Violation- Confiscation of the device until the parent retrieves it
and has an administrative conference.




Information - Articles - February

000
e Tried to get different perspectives - articles
e Jigsawed the information and made the articles available for

all


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iKYZmVcoMhSn9Jvl3p212-ZEC2hFHXlFyKmTbQcFOZw/edit

Reactions - Cell Phones

® Reactions oo

Student Council

Paraprofessionals

Office Staft

Tech department

Other principals within the district and outside

Site based leadership - parents, community, students,
staff

O O O O O O



® Reaction

O O O O O O

Reactions - Cell Phones

o0
Communication

Consistency

“Self directed learners ... changing global community”
Social media

Efficiency of some communications

Coaches/advisors communicating



Options - Cell Phones

e Options
1. Options published and posted at a staff meeting
2. Discussed reactions to each of the identified options
3. Each teaching staff member could cast 2 votes for the
options presented



Options - Cell Phones

e Options oo
1. Total ban from 8-3 - 15 votes
2. Partial ban/no phones in classrooms - 61 votes
3. Policy varies by grade - 2 votes
4. Status quo - more consistent and deliberate - 7 votes



Cell Phones - 2024-25

o000
Posters and consistent messaging

“From bell to bell there is no cell”

Staff consistency

Staff choice in classroom management

Cell phone/calculator caddy - around 10 in use



Cell Phones - 2024-25 - Impact

Engagement - increased

Time on task - increased ®®®

13 ODRs as of October 3rd, 2024

Efficiency of parent drop off - little impact

Hallways - little impact on tardies, reduction in group meet
ups in hallways/bathrooms

Awareness of subless classroom and “bathroom” breaks



District Mission Statement

“Developing self directed learners to thrive in a
changing global community.”



Questions

What questions may you have with our continued implementation?



Becker Public Schools

7
L Independent School District # ISD 726
BULLDOGS ICS Project # Various
STRONG
Date Printed 10/3/2024
OVERALL PROJECT SUMMARY
REVISED BUDGET
PENDING COSTS / BUDGETED COST
ORIGINAL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS WITH COST TO DATE
ADJUSTMENTS TO COMPLETE
FUNDING: ADJUSTMENTS
1 FUNDING SOURCE(S)
1.01 Bond Referendum Funding $ 44,300,000 | $ (303,443)| $ 43,996,557 | § -ls -8 43,996,557
1.02 LTFM Funding $ 08§ -|s 08§ -ls -1s 0
1.03 Bond Interest Eamings $ 300,000 | $ 1,300,000 | $ 1,600,000 | $ -|$ -8 1,600,000
1.04 Utilty Rebates $ 0|$ 150,645 | $ 150,645 | $ -ls -8 150,645
1.05 Middle School Capital $ -8 11,760 | $ 11,760 | $ -ls -8 11,760
1.06 Insurance Work $ 3,804,596 | $ -8 3,804,596 | $ -8 -1$ 3,804,596
1.11_Nitrate System Grant $ 7643 | $ -1s 7643 [ $ -1s -3 7,643
TOTALREVENUE:|$ 48,412,239 | $ 1,158,962 | $ 49,571,201 | $ - $ -1 $ 49,571,201
COSTS:
2 PERMITS / OWNER COSTS / OFF SITE COSTS
2.01 Building Plan Review $ 85,000 | $ (85,000)| $ -8 -ls -8 =
2.02 Plumbing Plan Review $ 50,000 | $ (50,000)| $ -$ -$ -1$ =
2.03 Department of Health Plan Review $ 10,000 | $ (10,000)| $ -1$ -8 -8 =
2,04 Building Permit $ 140,000 | $ 125,796 | $ 265,796 | $ 179,833 | $ -8 85,963
2,05 SAC&WAC/Escrow/City Fees $ 200,000 | $ (140,796)| $ 59,204 | § 12,325 | $ -3 46,879
SUBTOTAL: § 485,000 $ (160,000) $ 325,000 $ 192,158 § - $ 132,842
3 FEES / SERVICES / BUDGETS
3.01 Program Management $ 4,862,106 | $ -8 4,862,106 | $ 4,684,466 | $ -$ 177,640
3.02 Site Services $ 1,245,179 | $ -l 1,245,179 | $ 1,178,976 | $ -1s 66,203
3.03 General Conditions $ 800,000 | $ -ls 800,000 | $ 286,111 | -8 513,889
3.04 Reimbursables $ 120,000 | $ -l 120,000 | $ 89,789 | $ -1s 30,211
3.05 Site Survey $ 40,000 | $ -ls 40,000 | $ 23,756 | $ -8 16,244
3.06 Soil Investigation $ 50,000 | $ -ls 50,000 | $ 30,347 | $ -8 19,653
3.07 Construction Testing $ 165,000 | $ -8 165,000 | $ 171,818 [ $ -$ (6,818)]
3.08 Hazardous Material Abatement $ 50,000 | $ -ls 50,000 | $ 41,066 | $ -$ 8,934
3.09 Bond Finance/Issuance Costs $ 590,000 | $ 76,117 | $ 666,117 | 666,117 | $ -8 0
3.10 Insurance - Builders Risk $ 65,000 | $ -ls 65,000 | $ 3,920 | $ -$ 61,080
3.11 Legal, Etc. $ 25,000 | $ -ls 25,000 | $ 9,045 | $ -8 15,955
3.12 Rolocation/Transportation Costs $ 35,000 | $ -ls 35,000 | $ -ls -8 35,000
3.13 Owner Costs $ 75,000 | $ -|s 75,000 | $ 239,663 | $ -1s (164,663)
3.14 Inusrance Program Management $ 350,703 | § -1s 350,703 | § 190475 | $ -3 160,228
SUBTOTAL: § 8,472,988 $ 76,117 $ 8,549,105 $ 7,615,550 $ -8 933,555
4 FURNITURE / EQUIPMENT / TECHNOLOGY
4.01 New Transportation Building $ 75,000 | § -ls 75,000 | $ 70,383 | $ -|s 4617
4.02 Primary School ECFE Additions & Renovations $ 180,000 | $ -ls 180,000 | $ 178,709 | $ -8 1,291
4.03 Middle Additions & Renovations $ 104,000 | § -8 104,000 | $ 87,964 | $ -1s 16,036
4.04 High School Renovations $ 20,000 | $ -l 20,000 | $ 16,279 | $ -8 3,721
4.05 High School CTE $ 348,600 | $ -ls 348,600 | $ 286,472 | $ -8 62,128
4.06 Intermediate School Renovations $ 26,000 | $ -ls 26,000 | $ 49,329 | $ -1$ (23,329)]
4.07 Technology & Security $ 450,000 | $ -ls 450,000 | $ 198,023 | $ -8 251,977
4.08 FFE/Technology Contingency $ 131,400 | $ -ls 131,400 | $ 34358 -3 127,965
SUBTOTAL: $ 1,335,000 $ - 8 1,335,000 $ 890,594 $ - 8 444,406
5 CONSTRUCTION COSTS
5.01 High School Roofing $ 793,639 | § -ls 793,639 | § -ls -8 793,639
5.02 New Transportation Building $ 5,504,758 | § 190,687 | $ 5,695,445 | § 5,615,045 | $ -8 80,400
5.03 Primary School ECFE Additions & Renovations $ 8,956,950 | $ 253,354 | $ 9,210,304 | $ 8,840,083 | $ -8 370,221
5.04 Middle/High School Additions & Renovations $ 6,937,559 | § 509,678 | $ 7,447,237 | 7,268,170 | $ -8 179,068
5.05 Multi-Purpose Field Turf $ 1,619,800 | $ 21,802 | $ 1,641,602 | $ 1,641,602 | $ -8 (0)
5.06 Intermediate School Renovations $ 8,599,628 | $ 84,461 | $ 8,684,089 | $ 8,213,735 | $ -1 470,354
5.07 Field Lighting $ 604,137 | § 7,982 | $ 612,119 | § 612,119 | § -8 (0)
5.08 Primary Insurance Work $ 2,619,166 | $ -ls 2,619,166 | $ -l -8 2,619,166
5.09 Intermediate Insurance Work $ 350,695 | $ -ls 350,695 | $ 331,830 | $ -1s 18,865
5.10 MS/HS Fieldhouse Insurance Work $ 395,388 | $ -ls 395,388 | $ 142,397 | $ -$ 252,991
5.11 Outbuildings/Dugout Insurance Work $ 88,644 | $ -8 88,644 | $ -8 -1$ 88,644
SUBTOTAL: $ 36,470,364 $ 1,067,964 $ 37,538,328 $ 32,664,981 $ -8 4,873,347
6 CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY
6.01 High School Roofing $ 60,448 | $ -ls 60,448 | $ -ls -8 60,448
6.02 New Transportation Building $ 296,778 | $ (183,044)| $ 113734 | $ 246,351 | $ -8 (132,617)
6.03 Primary School ECFE Additions & Renovations $ 447,848 | $ (253,354)| $ 194,494 | $ 116,953 | $ 9,629 | 67,912
6.04 Middle/High School Additions & Renovations $ 346,878 | (482,851)| $ (135,973)| $ 40,525 | $ 819 | $ (177.,316)
6.05 Multi-Purpose Field Turf $ 81,197 | $ (81,197)| $ -1$ -8 -8 =
6.06 Intermediate School Renovations $ 436,898 | $ (84,461)| $ 352,437 | § 5136 | $ 20,960 | $ 326,341
6.07 Field Lighting $ 30,000 | $ (30,000)| $ )]s -1 -8 0)
SUBTOTAL: $ 1,700,047 $ (1,114,906) $ 585,140 $ 408,965 $ 31,408 $ 144,768
TOTAL COSTS: [ $ 48,463,399 [ § (130,825)[ $ 48,332,574 $ 4,772,247 | § 31,408 [ § 6,528,919
OVERALL PROJECT BALANCE: I $ 1,238,627 |




Board / Committee Meetings 2024

3 Finance 7:00 am

3 Facilities 4:30 pm

8 Organizational Meeting 6:30 pm
46-TRAK-5:30-pm CANCELED
47Policy-6:00-pm CANCELED
22 Activities 7:00 am

22 EC Advisory 6:00 pm

CANCELED
31 Finance 7:00 am

5 Curriculum 5:00 pm
5 Board Meeting 6:30 pm
12 Activities 7:00 am
i ; RESCHEDULED
15 Wellness 3:00 pm
21 Community Education 3:30 pm
21-Policy-6:00-pm CANCELED
28 Finance 7:00 am
28 Facilities 4:30 pm

4 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

43-Poliey-6:00-pm RESCHEDULED

18 Activities 7:00 am
19 TRAK 5:30 pm
20 Policy 6:00 pm

3 Finance 7:00 am

3 Facilities 4:30 pm

8 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

17 Policy 6:00 pm

22 Activities 7:00 am

22 EC Advisory 6:00 pm

24 Community Education 3:30 pm

1 Finance 7:00 am
1 Facilities 4:30 pm

6 Curriculum 5:30 pm
6 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

13 Activities 7:00 am
15 Meet & Confer 3:45 pm

45-Poliey-6:00-pm CANCELED

21 TRAK 5:30 pm

January
SIM[T][W[TJ[F][S
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 |89 [10[11[12]13
14 |15 (16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27
28 |29 | 30 | 31
February
S| M| T|W|T F S
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 10
1 (12 {13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 17
18 |19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24
25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29
March
S| M| T |W|T F S
1 2
3456|7809
10 (11 ({12 |13 | 14 | 15 | 16
17 | 18 {19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23
24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
31
April
S| M| T|W|T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 |10 | 11|12 | 13
14 [ 15|16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25| 26 | 27
28 | 29 | 30
May
S| M| T|W|T F S
1 2 3 4
56 |7 |8/[9]|10]1
12 (13 |14 |15 [ 16 | 17 | 18
19 [ 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25
26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31

29 Finance 7:00 am
29 Facilities 4:30 pm

8 Board Meeting 6:30 pm
47-Policy-6:00-pm CANCELED

31 Finance 7:00 am
31 Facilities 4:30 pm

5 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

14 Policy 6:00- pm CANCELED

4 Finance 7:00 am

4 Facilities 4:30 pm

9 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

17 TRAK 5:30 pm
48-Policy-6:00-pm RESCHEDULED

24 Community Education 3:30 pm
25 Policy 6:00 pm

2 Finance 7:00 am
2 Facilities 4:30 pm

7 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

16 Policy 6:00 pm

23 Wellness 3:00 pm

28 Activities 7:00 am

13 Finance 7:00 am
13 Facilities 4:30 pm

18 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

July
SIM[T][W[TJ[F][S
1 2 3 4 5 6
7|8 10 [ 11 [12 [ 13
14 [ 15|16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27
28 | 29 | 30 | 31
August
SIM|[T|W[T|F]|[Ss
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 10
11 |12 |13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 17
18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24
25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
September
S M T|W|T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 | 9 |10 111213 [ 14
15 [ 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21
22 | 23|24 | 25|26 |27 |28
29 | 30
October
S M T |W|T F S
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 |10 | 11 | 12
13 (14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19
20 (21| 22 | 23 |24 | 25| 26
27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
November
S M T |W|T F S
1 2
3|4|5|6|7|8]09
10 |11 |12 |13 | 14 | 15 | 16
17 [ 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23
24 | 25|26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30

25 Activities 7:00 am




June

S M T w T F S
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 |11 |12 | 13 | 14 | 15

16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22

23 | 24 | 25| 26 | 27 | 28 | 29

30

3 Board Meeting 6:30 pm
42-Policy-6:00-pm Rescheduled

26 Finance 7:00 am
26 Facilities 4:30 pm
26 Policy 6:00 pm

December

7 |2 Board Meeting 6:30 pm

14 |11 Policy Meeting 6:00 pm

S|M | T | W|T|F|S
1 2 3 /4|56

8 [ 9 |10 )11 (12|13

15 116 [ 17 [ 18 | 19 | 20 | 21
22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28
29 | 30 | 31




Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting Page 1 August 14, 2024

A special meeting of the School Board of District #726 was held on the 14th day of August, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. at Resource Training and Solutions, 137 — 237
St.S., #210, Sartell, MN 56377

Roll Call.

Members present: Ryan Hubbard, Aaron]urek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: Troy Berning

School Board membersjoined other administrators and student representatives for Homerun Leadm/ll;v Training at Resources Training & Solutions in

Sartel, MN,

The meeting adjowrned at 3:00 p.m.

Aaron Jurek, Chair

Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: Ange[a Oswald



Independent School District #726

Regular School Board Meeting Page 1

Becker, Minnesota

September 9, 2024

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the gth day of September, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Teaching &

Learning Center.

Roll Call.

Members present:

Members absent: Ryan Hubbard

Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent

Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

CITIZEN COMMENTS -Kathy Jones, Janelle Fast, Heather Schueller

PRESENTATION:

REPORTS/UPDATES:

Superintendent

Dylan’s Hope, presented by Ryan Obermoller

Troy Berning, Aaron_]vu’ek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Troy Berning, to Agprove the Consent Agenda as presented:

CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST 5, 2024 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENDITURES
2024-25 202425 Remaining %

Fund Budget August 2024 Year-to-Date Budget Spent
General 41,661,884 1,557,568 3,009,798 38,652,086 7.22%
Food Service 2,578,924 16,936 33,161 2,545,763 1.29%
Community Service 1,934,483 121,746 186,405 1,748,078 9.64%
Debt Service 3,818,538 252,769 3,565,769 6.62%

$  49.993.829 $ 1,696,250 31482133 $ 4651696 6.97%

DISBURSEMENTS — in the amount of $2,945,723.52

PERSONNEL



Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 2 September 9, 2024

Name Status Job Title Location Effective
Aaseby, Sarah New 8th Gradle Volleyball Coach MS 9/3/24
Borchert, Ashley New Bus Driver Bus Garage 9/4/24
Brown, Erin End of Assignment Special Education Social Worker HS 8/28/24
Edling, Jen Resignation Cashier HS 8/14/24
Edling, Jen Change in Assignment (Increase in Hours) Secretary Food Service 7h/24
Farber, Michelle New Special Education Paraprofessional HS 9/16/24
Feierabend, Jenn Resignation Life Science Teacher MS 8/14/24
Gorman, Carrie End ofAss[gnment Specia[ Education Pavaprofessiona[ MS/1S 8/8/24
Halvorson, Beth New Special Education Paraprofessional PS 9/9/24
Hanvahan, Laurie New oth Grade Volleyball Coach HS 8/12/24
Hansen, Jennifer Change in Assignment Custodian MS (was HS/MS) 9/3/24
Hanson, Kathryn Resignation Spccia[ Education Pa)’aprofessiona[ MS 08/22/24
Hodges, Stacy Resignation Specia( Education Pavaprofessiona[ 1S 8/25/24
)Ohnson, Kerrie New 7th Grade Science Teacher MS 08/26/24
_)olrmson, Sonie Resignation Specia[ Education Pavaprofessiona[ HS 08/23/24
Lagergren, Susan Change in Assignment Lunch Cashier (increase in hours) HS o/3/24
Lamp, Allison New MARSS/SIS Specialist DO 8/19/24
Leither, Tony New Boys Basketball Coach MS 1/2/25
Lillback, Kelly New Asst. Cook 1S 9/3/24
Meyer, Nicholas New Special Education Paraprofessional MS 9/3/24
Mi[[away, Dana Resignation Tec'rmo[ogy Assistant PS/1S 10/4/24
Miller, Elliana New Kindergarten Teacher PS 8/26/24
Murray, Meghan New First Grade Teacher PS 8/26/24
Niskanen, Russell Change in Assignment AM/PM Transportation Paraprofessional (was Van Driver) |  Bus Garage 08/13/24




Independent School District #726

Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 3 September 9, 2024

Niskanen, Russell Resignation AM/PM Van Driver Bus Garage 8/12/24
Novak, Laura New 8th Gradle Volleyball Coach MS 9/3/24
O[son,_]evmi er Resignation Specia[ Education Pavaprofessiona[ HS 8/20/24
Olson, Rebecca New Food Sevvice Worker PS 9/3/24
Osborne, Emily Resignation Head Speech Coach HS 8/9/24
Peterson, Vickie New Special Education Paraprofessional PS 09/03/24
Pittman, Teresa Resignation Custodian MS 8/30/24
Riebel, Mason New 7th Grade Football Coach MS 8/26/24
Risberg, Amanda Additional Assignment ECSE Paraprofessional (also EC Parent Educator) EEC 9/9/24
Robinson, Reyan New 7th Grade Volleyball Coach MS 9/5/24
Safranski, Tory New Asst. Cook PS o/3/24
Saterbak, Nancy Resignation Food Service Worker MS 8/14/24
Scl’mg, Megan New Spccia[ Education Teacher HS 8/26/24
Schulz,}ackie Long-Term Substitute 6th Grade Teacher MS 9/16/24 -12/6/24 Approximate(y
St. Fleur, Marie-Lyne New Food Service Worker HS 9/4/24
Stach, Barbara Change in Assignment Lunch Cashier (was lunch food service worker) PS 9/3/24
Stang, Beth New AM/PM Bus Driver Bus Garage 8/9/24
Stang, Sydney Change in Assignment Assistant Cook (was Food Service Worker) MS 9/3/24
Suckot, Monte New Custodian District/MS 8/19/24
Sura, Ann New Food Service Worker 1S 9/3/24
Thomas, Bailey New Long-Term Substitute Secretary 1S 9/16/24 -12/20/24 Approximately
Wallin, Melissa New Special Education Paraprofessional PS 9/9/24
Wolbeck, Amanda New AM/PM Bus Driver Bus Garage 8/14/24

TRUTH-IN-TAXATION HEARING December 2, 2024, 6:30 PM




Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 4 September 9, 2024

2024-2025 TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT, as presenfea’

2024-2025 SUBSTITUTE PAY RATES, as presenz‘ed

Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Pete Weismann, to Approve a Resolution Accepting Donations:

DONOR GIFT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
Becker Blast Softball Softball Upgrade Project $30,000.00
Becker Lions Club Special Education Department $220.00
Becker PTSA Primary School New Playground $13,000.00
Central MN Manufactwers Assoc Fund | Robotics $1,000.00
Coborn's Middle School More Rewards $697.59
Country Lumber Softball Upgrade Project $1,000.00
Dillon Radunz Primary School New Playground $5,000.00
Liberty Paper Baseball New Pitching Mound Cover $675.00
Pebble Creek Women's Club TBD by Administrators $559.00
Pebble Creek Women's Club School Supplies nfa
T/ Potter Softball Upgrade Project $1,000.00

Motion carried unanimous[y.

Motion by Troy Berning, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Approve the Transfer of $10,000 to Early Childhood Screening from the General Fund vetroactive

to June 30. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Pete Weismann, to Apgprove the MSBA Delegate Assembly Resolutions, as presented:

e Cybersecurity

®  Mental Health Funding

®  Food Service Expenditures
®  End of Unemployment

®  ESST Carve Out for Districts
e LTFM



Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 5 September 9, 2024

Motion carried unanimous[y.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve Maximum Preliminary Certification, as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Troy Berning, to Enter Into Closed Sessions at 6:39 pm:

Closed Session #1: Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, subd. 3(b) (attorney-client privilege) to discuss pending litigation, Rand v. 1SD No. 726, et
al., Case No. 23-CV-02978 (JRT/TNL), with assigned defense counsel.

Closed Session #2: A school board may close a meeting to evaluate the pe}formance of an individual who is subject to its authority.

Motion carried vmanimous[y.

The meeting was adjournedat 913 p.m.

Aaron Jurek, Chair

Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: Ange[a Oswald



Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting Page 1 September 25, 2024

Chair Jurek called the special meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the 25th day of September, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Teaching &

Learning Center.

Roll Call.

Members present: Troy Berning, Ryan Hubbard, Aaron_]wek, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: Connie Robinson

Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Supermtendent

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve the 2023-2024, 2024-2025 MultiUnit Contract, as presented. Motion carried

unanimously.

The meeting was :aj'oumed at6:32 pm.

Aaronjurek, Chair

Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: Ange[a Oswald



BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

September 2024
EXPENDITURES
2024-25 2024-25 Remaining %

Fund Budget September 2024 Year-to-Date Budget Spent
General 41,661,884 3,672,004 6,681,802 34,980,082 16.04%
Food Service 2,578,924 80,076 113,237 2,465,687 4.39%
Community Service 1,934,483 134,361 320,766 1,613,717 16.58%
Debt Service 3,818,538 - 252,769 3,565,769 6.62%

$ 49,993,829 S 3,886,441 S 7,368,574 S 42,625,255 14.74%




Name Status Job Title Location Effective
Special Education

Alkire, Mary Resignation Paraprofessional MS 9/27/24

Andrus, Breanna End of Assignment AM/PM Van Driver Bus Garage 8/30/24
Special Education

Arnold, Ashley New Paraprofessional PS 9/24/24
Special Education

Bayer, Cristina New Paraprofessional PS 9/24/24

Cotton, Amy Resignation ECFE Teacher EEC 9/18/24

Dufner, Madison New Counselor HS 10/7/24

Extracurricular Musical AV Sound and Lights

Dutcher, Seth Assignment Director HS 10/3/24
Special Education

Farber, Michelle New Paraprofessional HS 9/16/24

Hanrahan, Laurie Resignation 9th Grade Volleyball Coach HS 9/16/24




Name Status Job Title Location Effective
8th Grade Boys Basketball
Hanson, Logan Resignation Coach MS 9/13/24
Extracurricular Asst. Boys Basketball Coach -

Hanson, Logan Assignment JVB HS 11/18/24

Herbst, Tina New Food Service Worker MS 9/16/24

Herbst, Tina Resignation Food Service Worker MS 10/02/24

Holland, Lindsay New Food Service Worker MS 9/16/24

Special Education

Hord, Michelle New Paraprofessional PS 10/15/24
Change in Special Education

Jensen, Lynn Assignment Paraprofessional IS (was IS/Bus Garage) 9/324

Johnson, Jeremy New JV Boys Basketball Coach HS 11/18/24
Change in

Karls, Holly Assignment Counselor HS (was PS/IS/MS) 9/16/24

Klingbell, Bonnie New Camp Opportunity Lead Camp Opportunity 10/1/24




Name Status Job Title Location Effective
Klingbell, Bonnie New Cashier HS 9/23/24
Change in

Kolbinger, Mark Assignment Counselor MS (was MS/HS) 9/30/24

Lagnese, Colton New Food Service Worker HS 9/3/24

Lillback, Kelly Resignation Assistant Cook IS (was IS/Bus Garage) 9/19/24

Extracurricular 8th Grade Boys Basketball

Niedfeldt, Tyler Assignment Coach MS 1/2/25
Special Education

Paulson, Susann New Paraprofessional PS 9/10/24

Director of Community

Peacock, Michelle Resignation Education District 01/01/25
Special Education

Peterson, Heather Resignation Paraprofessional IS (was IS/Bus Garage) 8/9/24

Phillips, Jayme New Special Education Social Worker PS/IS/MS 10/3/24

Radunz, Tamara New Freeplay Supervisor PS 9/9/24




Name Status Job Title Location Effective
Technology Assistant (was
Change in Special Education
Revier, Allison Assignment Paraprofessional) District 10/14/24
Revier, Allison Resignation Camp Opportunity Lead Camp Opportunity 10/8/24
Rockensock, Jay New Technology Assistant District 09/23/24
AM/PM Transportation
Schroepfer, Debra New Paraprofessional Bus Garage 8/14/24
Seiler, Daniel Resignation AM/PM Bus Driver Bus Garage 10/6/24
Struffert, Katelynn New Sibling Care EEC 9/17/24
Stueve, Stacy Resignation Lunchroom Supervisor PS 7/1/24
Change in AM/PM Bus Driver - Days Per
Tebben, Josh Assignment Week from 5 to 4 Bus Garage 9/3/24




Staff
Melissa Johnson
Amanda Risberg
Melisa Tenvoorde
Kim Barth
Cinda Louden
Nichole Stenberg
Dana Ascher
Patti Merry
Trista Robak

Total Hours

130.5

141.25

92.25

1326.75

942.5

1326.75
703.25
1326.75
1326.75

Total Days@7.25
18

19.5

13

183

130

183

97

183

183

SR 582

173
106
177

80
142
170

ECFE 580

18

19.5

13

4

16

4

17

33

7
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Becker Early Childhood Para Hours 2024-2025

Tammy Bergsten SR para 510.25 hours (157 days x 3.25)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 13 (2 x 6.5)

Jill Cook ECFE Admin Assist 1176 (168 days x 7) (474 ECFE, 702 SR)
ECS 40 (8 days x 5)
ECFE summer 35/SR summer 35

Laura Garding SR para 510.25 hours (157 days x 3.25)
ECS 135 hours (annual estimate)
ECFE para prep (approximately 30 hours)
ECFE 6.5 Workshop Week Hours
ECSE hours from PS budget (4.25 hours/day x 160=680)

Kelsey Berthiaume ECFE para 585 hours (15 hours/week x 39)
ECFE summer hours 45
Plus ECSE (4.75 hours x 142=674.5)

Traci Gustafson SR Literacy Interventionist 1020.5 hours (157 days x 6.5)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 13 (2 x 6.5)
ECS 22 hours (4 x 5.5) 8/29/24

Rebecca Novak ECFE prep para 96 (estimated 3 hours/32 weeks)
SW para 94.25 (3.25 x 29 days)
ECFE Summer Prep/Updates 8 hours
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 6.5
ECSE am hours from PS (3.5 hours/day x 96= 336)
ECSE pm hours from PS (4.75 hours/day x 142 =674.5)

Brenda Lundorff SR para 809.25 (157 am days x 3.25 and 92 x 3.25 pm)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 13 (2 x 6.5)
ECS 22 hours (4 x 5.5) 8/29/24
ECFE 26 (13 x2) 9/16/24

Shari Vileneuve SR para 1020.5 hours (157 days x 6.5)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 13 (2 x 6.5)
ECFE Events and Prep 30 hours
ECS 44 (8 x 5.5)

Misty Trombley ECSE hours from PS budget (3.5hours/day x 93=325.5)w/ WS&PD
SR para 503.75 hours (155 days x 3.25)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 6.5

Missy Marquardt ECSE am hours from PS budget (3.5 hours/day x 160= 560)w/ WS&PD
SR para 503.75 hours (155 days x 3.25)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 6.5

Stacy Stueve SW Para 819 (126 days x 6.5)
ECFE Workshop Week Hours 13 (2 x 6.5)

Amanda Risberg ECSE am hours from PS budget (3.5 hours/day x 91= 318.5)
(Amanda also has ECFE teacher hours)



Director of Human Resources

10/2/24
Correction to
22-23
Total SalInc  Average Total District  Cost Inc
Salary %  Market Study Benefits Cost %
2023-24  $92,000 $40,006 $132,006

2024-25 $97,900 6.41% $8,500 $43,463 $149,863 13.53%




Director of Business Services

10/2/24
Correction to
22-23
Total SalInc  Average Total District  Cost Inc
Salary %  Market Study Benefits Cost %
2023-24 $123,300 $48,407 $171,707

2024-25 $133,000 7.87% $6,900 $52,218 $192,118 11.89%




Director of Transportation

10/2/24
Correction to
22-23
Total SalInc  Average Total District  Cost Inc
Salary %  Market Study Benefits Cost %
2023-24  $87,500 $39,347 $126,847

2024-25 $92,800 6.06% $400 $41,438 $134,638 6.14%




Food Service Director

10/2/24
Correction to
22-23
Total SalInc  Average Total District  Cost Inc
Salary %  Market Study Benefits Cost %
2023-24  $70,650 $35,753  $106,403

2024-25 $74,700 5.73% $600 $37,633 $112,933  6.14%




Director of Buildings & Grounds

10/2/24
Correction to
22-23
Total Sallnc  Average Total District  Cost Inc
Salary %  Market Study Benefits Cost %
2023-24  $84,750 $38,916 $123,666

2024-25 $90,050 6.25% $3,150 $41,440 $134,640 8.87%




RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 123B.02, Subd. 6 provides: “The board may receive, for the benefit of the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply
the same to the purpose designated. In that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for the benefit of the district, or for the benefit of pupils thereof, including trusts created to

pvovide puqoi[s of the district with advanced education aﬁer cowqo[etion ofhigh school, in the advancement ofeducation,"; and

'WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 465.03 pvovides: “Any city, county, school district or town may accept a grant or devise of real or pevsonal property and maintain such property
for the benefit of its citizens in accordance with the terms prescribed by the donor. Nothing herein shall authorize such acceptance or use for religious or sectarian purposes. Every such acceptance

shall be by resolution offhe governing body adopted by a two-thirds majority ofits members, expressing such terms inﬁdL"; and

'WHEREAS, every such acceptance shall be by resolution qf the governing ’aody adopted ’Q/ a two-thirds majority of its members, expressing such terms in ﬁ/ﬂ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the School Board of Becker, 1SD 726, gratefully accepts the following donations as identified below:

DONOR GIFT DESCRIPTION | AMOUNT
Bogart, Peclerson & Associates = Dance Team $250.00
Byers, Y GSA $25.00
Byers, Y GSA $25.00
Dylan's Hope Mental Health $15,000.00
Dylan's Hope Primary School $15,000.00
Dylan's Hope Baseball $12,000.00
Krenz, Kevin & Julie Baseball $500.00
MN Vikings Foundation Football $1,000.00

The vote on adoption of the Resolution was as fo“ows:

Aye: Troy Berning, Ryan Hubbard, Aaronjwek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Nay: None

Absent: None

Whereupon, said Resolution was declared duly adopted.

By: By:

Chair Clerk

Date: Date:



Adopted: November 13, 2018

Revised: July 11, 2022
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I1.

STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing
expectations of dress and grooming that are related to educational goals and
community standards.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed
appropriately for school activities and in keeping with community standards.
This is a joint responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or
guardian(s).

B. Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

l. Clothing appropriate for the weather.

2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.

3. Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the
classroom).

C. Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. “Short shorts,” skimpy tank tops, tops that expose the midriff, and
other clothing that is not in keeping with community standards.

2. Clothing bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, or obscene.

3. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by
minors.

4. Objectionable emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or
pictures on clothing or jewelry communicating a message that is
racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group,
evidences gang membership or affiliation, or approves, advances, or
provokes any form of religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or
violence against other individuals as defined in MSBA/MASA Model
Policy 413.

5. Any apparel or footwear that would damage school property.



D. Headgear, including hats or head coverings, are not allowed in the building
except with the approval of the building principal (e.g., student undergoing
chemotherapy, medical situations, student religious practice or belief).

E. The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express
political, religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing apparel on
which such messages are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as
they are not lewd, vulgar, obscene, defamatory, profane, or do not advocate
violence or harassment against others.

F. “Gang,” as defined in this policy, means any ongoing organization,
association, or group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal,
having as one of its primary activities the commission of one or more
criminal acts, which has an identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol,
and whose members individually or collectively engage in or whose
members engaged in a pattern of criminal gang activity. “Pattern of gang
activity” means the commission, attempt to commit, conspiring to commit, or
solicitation of two or more criminal acts, provided the criminal acts were
committed on separate dates or by two or more persons who are members of
or belong to the same criminal street gang.

III. PROCEDURES

A. When, in the judgment of the administration, a student’s appearance,
grooming, or mode of dress interferes with or disrupts the educational
process or school activities, or poses a threat to the health or safety of the
student or others, the student will be directed to make modifications or will
be sent home for the day. Parents/guardians will be notified.

B. The administration may recommend a form of dress considered appropriate
for a specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and
parents/guardians.

C. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of dress for

students considered appropriate for a specific event and make such
recommendation to the administration for approval.

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. |

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733,
21 L.Ed.2d 731 (1969)

B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8" Cir. 2009)
Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8 Cir. 2008)

Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8" Cir.
1997)



Cross References:

B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3™ Cir.
2013)

D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed.Appx. 518 (6 Cir. 2007)
Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4% Cir. 2013)
Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)

Meclintire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415
(W.D. Okla. 1992)

Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C.
1999)

Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D.
I11. 1987)

Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

Policy 506 (Student Discipline)



Adopted:

June 3, 2013

Revised.:
505 DISTRIBUTION OF NONSCHOOL-SPONSORED MATERIALS ON SCHOOL

PREMISES BY STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

L PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect the exercise of students’ and employees’ free

speech rights, taking into consideration the educational objectives and responsibilities of

the school district.
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district recognizes that students and employees have the right to
express themselves on school property. This protection includes the right to
distribute, at a reasonable time and place and in a reasonable manner, nonschool-
sponsored material.

B. To protect First Amendment rights, while at the same time preserving the
integrity of the educational objectives and responsibilities of the school district,
the school board adopts the following regulations and procedures regarding
distribution of nonschool-sponsored material on school property and at school
activities.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Distribute” or “Distribution” means circulation or dissemination of material by
means of handing out free copies, selling or offering copies for sale, accepting
donations for copies, posting or displaying material, or placing material in internal
staff or student mailboxes.

B. “Nonschool-sponsored material” or “unofficial material” includes all materials or
objects intended for distribution, except school newspapers, employee
newsletters, literary magazines, yearbooks, and other publications funded and/or
sponsored or authorized by the school. Examples of nonschool-sponsored
materials include, but are not limited to, leaflets, brochures, buttons, badges,
flyers, petitions, posters, and underground newspapers whether written by
students or employees or others, and tangible objects.

C. “Obscene to minors” means:

1. The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would
find that the material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of
minors of the age to whom distribution is requested;

2. The material depicts or describes, in a manner that is patently offensive to
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prevailing standards in the adult community concerning how such conduct
should be presented to minors of the age to whom distribution is
requested, sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or
perverted), masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the
genitals; and

3. The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value for minors.

“Minor” means any person under the age of eighteen (18).
“Material and substantial disruption” of a normal school activity means:

1. Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the district
for which student attendance is compulsory, “material and substantial
disruption” is defined as any disruption which interferes with or impedes
the implementation of that program.

2. Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including,
without limitation, school athletic events, school plays and concerts, and
lunch periods) “material and substantial disruption” is defined as student
rioting, unlawful seizures of property, conduct inappropriate to the event,
participation in a school boycott, demonstration, sit-in, stand-in, walk-out,
or other related forms of activity.

In order for expression to be considered disruptive, there must exist specific facts
upon which the likelihood of disruption can be forecast, including past experience
in the school, current events influencing student activities and behavior, and
instances of actual or threatened disruption relating to the written material in
question.

“School activities” means any activity sponsored by the school including, but not
limited to, classroom work, library activities, physical education classes, official
assemblies and other similar gatherings, school athletic contests, band concerts,
school plays and other theatrical productions, and in-school lunch periods.

“Libelous” is a false and unprivileged statement about a specific individual that
tends to harm the individual’s reputation or to lower that individual in the esteem
of the community.

IV.  GUIDELINES

A.

Students and employees of the school district have the right to distribute, at
reasonable times and places as set forth in this policy, and in a reasonable manner,
nonschool-sponsored material.

Requests for distribution of nonschool-sponsored material will be reviewed by the
administration on a case-by-case basis. However, distribution of the materials
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listed below is always prohibited. Material is prohibited that:

1.

2.

is obscene to minors;
is libelous or slanderous;

is pervasively indecent or vulgar or contains any indecent or vulgar
language or representations, with a determination made as to the
appropriateness of the material for the age level of students to which it is
intended;

advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted to minors by
law;

advocates violence or other illegal conduct;

constitutes insulting or fighting words, the very expression of which
injures or harasses other people (e.g., threats of violence, defamation of
character or of a person’s race, religious, or ethnic origin);

presents a clear and present likelihood that, either because of its content or
the manner of distribution, it will cause a material and substantial
disruption of the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school
or school activities, will cause the commission of unlawful acts or the
violation of lawful school regulations.

Distribution by students and employees of nonschool-sponsored materials on
school district property are subject to reasonable time, place, and manner
restrictions set forth below. In making decisions regarding the time, place, and
manner of distribution, the administration will consider factors including, but not
limited to, the following:

1.

2.

whether the material is educationally related;

the extent to which distribution is likely to cause disruption of or
interference with the school district’s educational objectives, discipline, or
school activities;

whether the materials can be distributed from the office or other isolated
location so as to minimize disruption of traffic flow in hallways;

the quantity or size of materials to be distributed;

whether distribution would require assignment of school district staff, use
of school district equipment, or other resources;

whether distribution would require that nonschool persons be present on
the school grounds;
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7. whether the materials are a solicitation for goods or services not requested
by the recipients.

V. TIME, PLACE, AND MANNER OF DISTRIBUTION

A.

No nonschool-sponsored material shall be distributed during and at the place of a
normal school activity if it is reasonably likely to cause a material and substantial
disruption of that activity.

Distribution of nonschool-sponsored material is prohibited when it blocks the safe
flow of traffic within corridors and entrance ways of the school, and school
parking lots. Distribution shall not impede entrance to or exit from school
premises in any way.

No one shall coerce a student or staff member to accept any publication.

The time, place, and manner of distribution will be solely within the discretion of
the administration, consistent with the provisions of this policy.

V. PROCEDURES

A.

Any student or employee wishing to distribute (as defined in this policy)
nonschool-sponsored material must first submit for approval a copy of the
material to the principal at least 24 hours in advance of desired distribution time,
together with the following information:

1. Name and phone number of the person submitting the request and, if a
student, the room number of his or her first-period class.

2. Date(s) and time(s) of day intended for distribution.
3. Location where material will be distributed.
4. If intended for students, the grade(s) of students to whom the distribution

1s intended.

Within one school day, the principal will review the request and render a decision.
In the event that permission to distribute the material is denied or limited, the
person submitting the request should be informed in writing of the reasons for the
denial or limitation.

If the person submitting the request does not receive a response within one school
day, the person shall contact the office to verify that the lack of response was not
due to an inability to locate the person.

If the person is dissatisfied with the decision of the principal, the person may
submit a written request for appeal to the superintendent. If the person does not
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VII.

VIII.

IX.

receive a response within three (3) school days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays,
and holidays) of submitting the appeal, the person shall contact the office of the
Superintendent to verify that the lack of response is not due to an inability to
locate the person.

Permission or denial of permission to distribute material does not imply approval
or disapproval of its contents by either the school, the administration of the
school, the school board, or the individual reviewing the material submitted.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

A.

Distribution by any student of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein or
in violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as
described above will be halted and disciplinary action will be taken in accordance
with the school district’s Student Discipline Policy.

Distribution by any employee of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein
or in violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as
described above will be halted and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken,
in accordance with any individual contract, collective bargaining agreement,
school district policies and procedures, and/or governing statute.

Any other party violating this policy will be requested to leave the school
property immediately and, if necessary, the police will be called.

NOTICE OF POLICY TO STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

A copy of this policy will be posted on the district website.

IMPLEMENTATION

The school district administration may develop any additional guidelines and procedures
necessary to implement this policy for submission to the school board for approval.
Upon approval by the school board, such guidelines and procedures shall be an
addendum to this policy.

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. I

Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S.Ct. 562, 98
L.Ed.2d 592 (1988)

Bethel Sch. Dist. No. 403 v. Fraser, 478 U.S. 675, 106 S.Ct. 3159, 92
L.Ed.2d 549 (1986)

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733, 21
L.Ed.2d 731 (1969)

Bystrom v. Fridley High School, 822 F.2d 747 (8t Cir. 1987)

Roark v. South Iron R-1 School Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8™ Cir. 2009)

Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry Foundation v. Lee’s Summit R-7
School Dist., 640 F.3d 329 (8" Cir. 2011)
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Cross References:  Becker Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
Becker Policy 512 (School-Sponsored Student Publications)
Becker Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District Property
by Nonschool Persons)
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Adopted: August 2, 2004

Revised/
Reviewed:  July 10, 2023
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II.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students are aware of and comply with the
school district’s expectations for student conduct. Such compliance will enhance the
school district’s ability to maintain discipline and ensure that there is no interference with
the educational process. The school district will take appropriate disciplinary action
when students fail to adhere to the Code of Student Conduct established by this policy.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that individual responsibility and mutual respect are
essential components of the educational process. The school board further recognizes
that nurturing the maturity of each student is of primary importance and is closely linked
with the balance that must be maintained between authority and self-discipline as the
individual progresses from a child’s dependence on authority to the more mature
behavior of self-control.

All students are entitled to learn and develop in a setting which promotes respect of self,
others, and property. Proper positive discipline can only result from an environment
which provides options and stresses student self-direction, decision-making, and
responsibility. Schools can function effectively only with internal discipline based on
mutual understanding of rights and responsibilities.

Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that maintains a climate in
which learning can take place. Overall decorum affects student attitudes and influences
student behavior. Proper student conduct is necessary to facilitate the education process
and to create an atmosphere conducive to high student achievement.

Although this policy emphasizes the development of self-discipline, it is recognized that
there are instances when it will be necessary to administer disciplinary measures. The
position of the school district is that a fair and equitable district-wide student discipline
policy will contribute to the quality of the student’s educational experience. This
discipline policy is adopted in accordance with and subject to the Minnesota Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.55, the
school board, with the participation of school district administrators, teachers, employees,
students, parents, community members, and such other individuals and organizations as
appropriate, has developed this policy which governs student conduct and applies to all
students of the school district.
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III.  DEFINITIONS

A.

"Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices" means policies and
practices that are alternatives to dismissing a pupil from school, including but not
limited to evidence-based positive behavior interventions and supports, social and
emotional services, school-linked mental health services, counseling services,
social work services, academic screening for Title 1 services or reading
interventions, and alternative education services. Nonexclusionary disciplinary
policies and practices include but are not limited to the policies and practices
under sections 120B.12; 121A.575, clauses (1) and (2); 121A.031, subdivision 4,
paragraph (a), clause (1); 121A.61, subdivision 3, paragraph (r); and 122A.627,
clause (3).

"Pupil withdrawal agreement" means a verbal or written agreement between a
school administrator or district administrator and a pupil's parent to withdraw a
student from the school district to avoid expulsion or exclusion dismissal
proceedings. The duration of the withdrawal agreement cannot be for more than a
12-month period.

IV. POLICY

A.

The school board must establish uniform criteria for dismissal and adopt written
policies and rules to effectuate the purposes of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal
Act. The policies must include nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 12, and
must emphasize preventing dismissals through early detection of problems. The
policies must be designed to address students' inappropriate behavior from
recurring.

The policies must recognize the continuing responsibility of the school for the
education of the pupil during the dismissal period.

The school is responsible for ensuring that alternative educational services, if the
pupil wishes to take advantage of them, must be adequate to allow the pupil to
make progress toward meeting the graduation standards adopted under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.02 and help prepare the pupil for readmission in
accordance with section Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.46, subdivision 5.

For expulsion and exclusion dismissals and pupil withdrawal agreements as
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 13:

1. for a pupil who remains enrolled in the school district or is awaiting
enrollment in a new district, the school district's continuing responsibility
includes reviewing the pupil's schoolwork and grades on a quarterly basis
to ensure the pupil is on track for readmission with the pupil's peers. The
school district must communicate on a regular basis with the pupil's parent
or guardian to ensure that the pupil is completing the work assigned
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through the alternative educational services as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 11. These services are required
until the pupil enrolls in another school or returns to the same school;

2. a pupil receiving school-based or school-linked mental health services in
the school district under Minnesota Statutes, section 245.4889 continues to
be eligible for those services until the pupil is enrolled in a new district;
and

3. the school district must provide to the pupil's parent or guardian
information on accessing mental health services, including any free or
sliding fee providers in the community. The information must also be
posted on the school district website.

V. AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

A.

The School Board. The school board holds all school personnel responsible for
the maintenance of order within the school district and supports all personnel
acting within the framework of this discipline policy.

Superintendent. The superintendent shall establish guidelines and directives to
carry out this policy, hold all school personnel, students, and parents responsible
for conforming to this policy, and support all school personnel performing their
duties within the framework of this policy. The superintendent shall also
establish guidelines and directives for using the services of appropriate agencies
for assisting students and parents. Any guidelines or directives established to
implement this policy shall be submitted to the school board for approval and
shall be attached as an addendum to this policy.

Principal. The school principal is given the responsibility and authority to
formulate building rules and regulations necessary to enforce this policy, subject
to final school board approval. The principal shall give direction and support to
all school personnel performing their duties within the framework of this policy.
The principal shall consult with parents of students conducting themselves in a
manner contrary to the policy. The principal shall also involve other professional
employees in the disposition of Behavior referrals and shall make use of those
agencies appropriate for assisting students and parents. A principal, in exercising
his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force when it is necessary under
the circumstances to restrain a student to prevent imminent bodily harm or death
to the student or another.

Teachers. All teachers shall be responsible for providing a well-planned
teaching/learning environment and shall have primary responsibility for student
conduct, with appropriate assistance from the administration. All teachers shall
enforce the Code of Student Conduct. In exercising the teacher’s lawful
authority, a teacher may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the
circumstances to restrain a student to prevent imminent bodily harm or death to
the student or another.
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Other School District Personnel. All school district personnel shall be responsible
for contributing to the atmosphere of mutual respect within the school. Their
responsibilities relating to student behavior shall be as authorized and directed by
the superintendent. A school employee, school bus driver, or other agent of a
school district, in exercising his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force
when it is necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student to prevent
bodily harm or death to the student or another.

Parents or Legal Guardians. Parents and guardians shall be held responsible for
the behavior of their children as determined by law and community practice.
They are expected to cooperate with school authorities and to participate
regarding the behavior of their children.

Students. All students shall be held individually responsible for their behavior
and for knowing and obeying the Code of Student Conduct and this policy.

Community Members. Members of the community are expected to contribute to
the establishment of an atmosphere in which rights and duties are effectively

acknowledged and fulfilled.

Reasonable Force Reports

1. The school district must report data on its use of any reasonable force used
on a student with a disability to correct or restrain the student to prevent
imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another that is consistent
with the definition of physical holding under Minnesota Statutes, section
125A.0941, paragraph (c), as outlined in section 125A.0942, subdivision
3, paragraph (b).

2. Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, the school district must report
annually by July 15, in a form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner, data from the prior school year about any reasonable force
used on a general education student to correct or restrain the student to
prevent imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another that is
consistent with the definition of physical holding under Minnesota
Statutes, section 125A.0941, paragraph (c).

3. Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582;
609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile
or limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of
physical restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is
barred shall be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a
restrictive procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an
unauthorized or untrained staff person.
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VI. STUDENT RIGHTS

All students have the right to an education and the right to learn.

VII. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All students have the responsibility:

A.

M.

N.

For their behavior and for knowing and obeying all school rules, regulations,
policies, and procedures;

To attend school daily, except when excused, and to be on time to all classes and
other school functions;

To pursue and attempt to complete the courses of study prescribed by the state
and local school authorities;

To make necessary arrangements for making up work when absent from school;
To assist the school staff in maintaining a safe school for all students;

To be aware of all school rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, including
those in this policy, and to conduct themselves in accord with them,;

To assume that until a rule or policy is waived, altered, or repealed, it is in full
force and effect;

To be aware of and comply with federal, state, and local laws;

To volunteer information in disciplinary cases should they have any knowledge
relating to such cases and to cooperate with school staff as appropriate;

To respect and maintain the school’s property and the property of others;
To dress and groom in a manner which meets standards of safety and health and
common standards of decency and which is consistent with applicable school

district policy;

To avoid inaccuracies in student newspapers or publications and refrain from
indecent or obscene language;

To conduct themselves in an appropriate physical or verbal manner; and

To recognize and respect the rights of others.

VIII. CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

A.

The following are examples of unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary
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action by the school district. These examples are not intended to be an exclusive
list. Any student who engages in any of these activities shall be disciplined in
accordance with this policy. This policy applies to all school buildings, school
grounds, and school property or property immediately adjacent to school grounds;
school-sponsored activities or trips; school bus stops; school buses, school
vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other vehicles approved for school
district purposes; the area of entrance or departure from school premises or
events; and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities, events, or
trips. School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or from
school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or
events. While prohibiting unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action at
these locations and events, the school district does not represent that it will
provide supervision or assume liability at these locations and events. This policy
also applies to any student whose conduct at any time or in any place interferes
with or obstructs the mission or operations of the school district or the safety or
welfare of the student, other students, or employees.

1. Violations against property including, but not limited to, damage to or
destruction of school property or the property of others, failure to
compensate for damage or destruction of such property, arson, breaking
and entering, theft, robbery, possession of stolen property, extortion,
trespassing, unauthorized usage, or vandalism;

2. The use of profanity or obscene language, or the possession of obscene
materials;

3. Gambling, including, but not limited to, playing a game of chance for
stakes;

4. Violation of the school district’s Hazing Prohibition Policy;

5. Attendance problems including, but not limited to, truancy, absenteeism,

tardiness, skipping classes, or leaving school grounds without permission;

6. Violation of the school district’s Student Attendance Policy;
7. Opposition to authority using physical force or violence;
8. Using, possessing, or distributing tobacco, tobacco-related devices,

electronic cigarettes, or tobacco paraphernalia in violation of the school
district’s Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco,
Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices Policy;

9. Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of alcohol or
other intoxicating substances or look-alike substances;

10.  Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of narcotics,
drugs, or other controlled substances (except as prescribed by a physician),
or look-alike substances (these prohibitions include medical marijuana or
medical cannabis, even when prescribed by a physician, and one student
sharing prescription medication with another student);

Using, possessing, or distributing items or articles that are illegal or
harmful to persons or property including, but not limited to, drug
paraphernalia;

Using, possessing, or distributing weapons, or look-alike weapons or other
dangerous objects;

Violation of the school district’s Weapons Policy;
Violation of the school district’s Violence Prevention Policy;

Possession of ammunition including, but not limited to, bullets or other
projectiles designed to be used in or as a weapon,;

Possession, use, or distribution of explosives or any compound or mixture,
the primary or common purpose or intended use of which is to function as
an explosive;

Possession, use, or distribution of fireworks or any substance or
combination of substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing
a visible or an audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or
detonation;

Using an ignition device, including a butane or disposable lighter or
matches, inside an educational building and under circumstances where
there is a risk of fire, except where the device is used in a manner
authorized by the school;

Violation of any local, state, or federal law as appropriate;

Acts disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to,
disobedience, disruptive or disrespectful behavior, defiance of authority,
cheating, insolence, insubordination, failure to identify oneself, improper
activation of fire alarms, or bomb threats;

Violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use and Safety
Policy;

Use of a cell phone in violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable
Use and Safety Policy;

Violation of school bus or transportation rules or the school district’s
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Student Transportation Safety Policy;

Violation of parking or school traffic rules and regulations, including, but
not limited to, driving on school property in such a manner as to endanger
persons or property;

Violation of directives or guidelines relating to lockers or improperly
gaining access to a school locker;

Violation of the school district’s Search of Student Lockers, Desks,
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person Policy;

Violation of the school district’s Student Use and Parking of Motor
Vehicles; Patrols, Inspections, and Searches Policy;

Possession or distribution of slanderous, libelous, or pornographic
materials;

Violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition Policy;

Student attire or personal grooming which creates a danger to health or
safety or creates a disruption to the educational process, including clothing
which bears a message which is lewd, vulgar, or obscene, apparel
promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors, or
clothing containing objectionable emblems, signs, words, objects, or
pictures communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or otherwise
derogatory to a protected minority group or which connotes gang
membership;

Criminal activity;

Falsification of any records, documents, notes, or signatures;

Tampering with, changing, or altering records or documents of the school
district by any method including, but not limited to, computer access or
other electronic means;

Scholastic dishonesty which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a
school assignment or test, plagiarism, or collusion, including the use of
picture phones or other technology to accomplish this end;

Impertinent or disrespectful words, symbols, acronyms, or language,
whether oral or written, related to teachers or other school district
personnel;

Violation of the school district’s Harassment and Violence Policy;

Actions, including fighting or any other assaultive behavior, which causes
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

or could cause injury to the student or other persons or which otherwise
endangers the health, safety, or welfare of teachers, students, other school
district personnel, or other persons;

Committing an act which inflicts great bodily harm upon another person,
even though accidental or a result of poor judgment;

Violations against persons, including, but not limited to, assault or
threatened assault, fighting, harassment, interference or obstruction, attack
with a weapon, or look-alike weapon, sexual assault, illegal or
inappropriate sexual conduct, or indecent exposure;

Verbal assaults or verbally abusive behavior including, but not limited to,
use of words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether oral or written,
that are discriminatory, abusive, obscene, threatening, intimidating,
degrading to other people, or threatening to school property;

Physical or verbal threats including, but not limited to, the staging or
reporting of dangerous or hazardous situations that do not exist;

Inappropriate, abusive, threatening, or demeaning actions based on race,
color, creed, religion, sex, marital status, status with regard to public
assistance, disability, national origin, or sexual orientation;

Violation of the school district’s Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees Policy;

Violation of the school district’s one-to-one device rules and regulations;

Violation of school rules, regulations, policies, or procedures, including,
but not limited to, those policies specifically enumerated in this policy;

Other acts, as determined by the school district, which are disruptive of the
educational process or dangerous or detrimental to the student or other
students, school district personnel or surrounding persons, or which
violate the rights of others or which damage or endanger the property of
the school, or which otherwise interferes with or obstruct the mission or
operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of students or
employees.

IX. RECESS AND OTHER BREAKS

A.

"Recess detention" means excluding or excessively delaying a student from
participating in a scheduled recess period as a consequence for student behavior.
Recess detention does not include, among other things, providing alternative
recess at the student's choice.
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The school district is encouraged to ensure student access to structured breaks
from the demands of school and to support teachers, principals, and other school
staff in their efforts to use evidence-based approaches to reduce exclusionary
forms of discipline.

The school district must not use recess detention unless:

1. a student causes or is likely to cause serious physical harm to other
students or staff;

2. the student's parent or guardian specifically consents to the use of recess
detention; or

3. for students receiving special education services, the student's
individualized education program team has determined that withholding
recess is appropriate based on the individualized needs of the student.

The school district must not withhold recess from a student based on incomplete
schoolwork.

The school district must require school staff to make a reasonable attempt to
notify a parent or guardian within 24 hours of using recess detention.

The school district must compile information on each recess detention at the end
of each school year, including the student's age, grade, gender, race or ethnicity,
and special education status. This information must be available to the public
upon request. The school district is encouraged to use the data in professional
development promoting the use of nonexclusionary discipline.

The school district must not withhold or excessively delay a student's
participation in scheduled mealtimes. This section does not alter a district or
school's existing responsibilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.111 or
other state or federal law.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION OPTIONS

The general policy of the school district is to utilize progressive discipline to the extent
reasonable and appropriate based upon the specific facts and circumstances of student
misconduct. The specific form of discipline chosen in a particular case is solely within
the discretion of the school district. At a minimum, violation of school district code of
conduct, rules, regulations, policies, or procedures will result in discussion of the
violation and a verbal warning. The school district shall, however, impose more severe
disciplinary sanctions for any violation, including exclusion or expulsion, if warranted by
the student’s misconduct, as determined by the school district. Disciplinary action may
include, but is not limited to, one or more of the following:

Student conference with teacher, principal, counselor, or other school district
personnel, and verbal warning;

506-10



e

=

P

~

O

Confiscation by school district personnel and/or by law enforcement of any item,
article, object, or thing, prohibited by, or used in the violation of, any school
district policy, rule, regulation, procedure, or state or federal law. If confiscated
by the school district, the confiscated item, article, object, or thing will be
released only to the parent/guardian following the completion of any investigation
or disciplinary action instituted or taken related to the violation.

Parent contact;

Parent conference;

Removal from class;

In-school suspension;

Suspension from extracurricular activities;

Detention or restriction of privileges;

Loss of school privileges;

In-school monitoring or revised class schedule;

Referral to in-school support services;

Referral to community resources or outside agency services;

Financial restitution;

Referral to police, other law enforcement agencies, or other appropriate
authorities;

A request for a petition to be filed in district court for juvenile delinquency
adjudication;

Out-of-school suspension under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;
Preparation of an admission or readmission plan;

Saturday school;

Expulsion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

Exclusion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and/or

Other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the school district.
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XI.

REMOVAL OF STUDENTS FROM CLASS

A.

The teacher of record shall have the general control and government of the
classroom. Teachers have the responsibility of attempting to modify disruptive
student behavior by such means as conferring with the student, using positive
reinforcement, assigning detention or other consequences, or contacting the
student’s parents. When such measures fail, or when the teacher determines it is
otherwise appropriate based upon the student’s conduct, the teacher shall have the
authority to remove the student from class pursuant to the procedures established
by this discipline policy. “Removal from class” and “removal” mean any actions
taken by a teacher, principal, or other school district employee to prohibit a
student from attending a class or activity period for a period of time not to exceed
five (5) days, pursuant to this discipline policy.

Grounds for removal from class shall include any of the following:

1. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an
education, including conduct that interferes with a teacher’s ability to
teach or communicate effectively with students in a class or with the
ability of other students to learn;

2. Willful conduct that endangers surrounding persons, including school
district employees, the student or other students, or the property of the
school;

3. Willful violation of any school rules, regulations, policies or procedures,

including the Code of Student Conduct in this policy; or

4, Other conduct, which in the discretion of the teacher or administration,
requires removal of the student from class.

Such removal shall be for at least one (1) activity period or class period of
instruction for a given course of study and shall not exceed five (5) such periods.

A student must be removed from class immediately if the student engages in
assault or violent behavior. “Assault” is an act done with intent to cause fear in
another of immediate bodily harm or death; or the intentional infliction of, or
attempt to inflict, bodily harm upon another.

If a student is removed from class more than ten (10) times in a school year, the
school district shall notify the parent or guardian of the student’s tenth removal
from class and make reasonable attempts to convene a meeting with the student’s
parent or guardian to discuss the problem that is causing the student to be
removed from class.

[Note: The following Sections C. - J. must be developed and inserted by each school
district based upon individual district practices, procedures, and preferences. School
districts may consider developing and inserting procedures identified in Sections K-N.]
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Procedures for Removal of a Student From a Class.

1. Specify procedures to remove a student from a class to be followed by a
teacher, school administrator, or other school district employee;

2. Specify required approvals necessary;
3. Specify paperwork and reporting procedures.

Period of Time for which a Student may be Removed from a Class (may not
exceed five (5) class periods for a violation of a rule of conduct)

1. The removal from class shall be for a period of time deemed appropriate
by the principal, in consultation with the teacher.

Responsibility for and Custody of a Student Removed from Class.

1. Designation of where student is to go when removed;

2. Designation of how student is to get to designated destination;

3. Whether student must be accompanied,

4. Statement of what student is to do when and while removed;

5. Designation of who has control over and responsibility for student after

removal from class.

Procedures for Return of a Student to a Specific Class from Which the Student
was Removed.

1. Specification of procedures;
2. Actions or approvals required such as notes, conferences, readmission
plans.

Procedures for Notifying a Student and the Student’s Parents or Guardian of
Violation of the Rules of Conduct and of Resulting Disciplinary Actions;

1. Specification of Procedures;

Actions or approvals required, such as notes, conferences, readmission plans.

Disabled Students; Special Provisions.

1. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for further
assessment,
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XII.

2. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for a review of the
adequacy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP) of a
disabled student who is removed from class or disciplined; and

3. Any procedures determined appropriate for referring students in need of
special education services to those services.

Procedures for Detecting and Addressing Chemical Abuse Problems of
Students While on School Premises.

1. Establishment of a chemical abuse preassessment team pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A4.26;

2. Establishment of teacher reporting procedures to the chemical abuse
preassessment team pursuant to Minnesota StatutesN section 121A4.29.

Procedures for Immediate and Appropriate Interventions Tied to Violations of
the Code of Student Conduct.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Involvement of
Parents or Guardians in Attempts to Improve a Student’s Behavior.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Detection of
Behavioral Problems.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Referring a Student in Need of
Special Education Services to Those Services;

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Ensuring Victims of Bullying who
Respond with Behavior not Allowed under the School's Behavior Policies have
Access to a Remedial Response, Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section
121A4.031;

DISMISSAL

A.

“Dismissal” means the denial of the current educational program to any student,
including exclusion, expulsion, and suspension. Dismissal does not include
removal from class.

The school district shall not deny due process or equal protection of the law to
any student involved in a dismissal proceeding which may result in suspension,
exclusion or expulsion.

The school district shall not dismiss any student without attempting to use
nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and procedures before dismissal
proceedings or pupil withdrawal agreements, except where it appears that the
student will create an immediate and substantial danger to self or to surrounding
persons or property.
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Violations leading to suspension, based upon severity, may also be grounds for
actions leading to expulsion, and/or exclusion. A student may be dismissed on
any of the following grounds:

1.

Willful violation of any reasonable school board regulation, including
those found in this policy;

Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an
education, or the ability of school personnel to perform their duties, or
school sponsored extracurricular activities; or

Willful conduct that endangers the student or other students, or
surrounding persons, including school district employees, or property of
the school.

Disciplinary Dismissals Prohibited

1.

A pupil enrolled in the following is not subject to dismissals under the
Pupil Fair Dismissal Act:

a. a preschool or prekindergarten program, including an early
childhood family education, school readiness, school readiness
plus, voluntary prekindergarten, Head Start, or other school-based
preschool or prekindergarten program; or

b. kindergarten through Grade 3.

This section does not apply to a dismissal from school for less than one
school day, except as provided under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 125A
and federal law for a student receiving special education services.

Notwithstanding this section, expulsions and exclusions may be used only
after resources outlined under Nonexclusionary discipline have been
exhausted, and only in circumstances where there is an ongoing serious
safety threat to the child or others.

Suspension Procedures

1.

“Suspension” means an action by the school administration, under rules
promulgated by the School Board, prohibiting a student from attending
school for a period of no more than ten (10) school days; provided,
however, if a suspension is longer than five (5) school days, the
suspending administrator shall provide the superintendent with a reason
for the longer term of suspension. This definition does not apply to
dismissal for one (1) school day or less where a student with a disability
does not receive regular or special education instruction during that
dismissal period.
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School administration must allow a suspended pupil the opportunity to
complete all school work assigned during the period of the pupil's
suspension and to receive full credit for satisfactorily completing the
assignments. The school principal or other person having administrative
control of the school building or program is encouraged to designate a
district or school employee as a liaison to work with the pupil's teachers to
allow the suspended pupil to (1) receive timely course materials and other
information, and (2) complete daily and weekly assignments and receive
teachers' feedback.

If a student’s total days of removal from school exceed ten (10)
cumulative days in a school year, the school district shall make reasonable
attempts to convene a meeting with the student and the student’s parent or
guardian before subsequently removing the student from school and, with
the permission of the parent or guardian, arrange for a mental health
screening for the student at the parent or guardian’s expense. The purpose
of this meeting is to attempt to determine the student’s need for
assessment or other services or whether the parent or guardian should have
the student assessed or diagnosed to determine whether the student needs
treatment for a mental health disorder.

The definition of suspension under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41,
subdivision 10, does not apply to a student's dismissal from school for one
school day or less, except as provided under federal law for a student with
a disability. Each suspension action may include a readmission plan. The
plan shall include, where appropriate, a provision for implementing
alternative educational services upon readmission which must not be used
to extend the current suspension. A readmission plan must not obligate a
parent or guardian to provide psychotropic drugs to their student as a
condition of readmission. School administration must not use the refusal
of a parent or guardian to consent to the administration of psychotropic
drugs to their student or to consent to a psychiatric evaluation, screening,
or examination of the student as a ground, by itself, to prohibit the student
from attending class or participating in a school-related activity, or as a
basis of a charge of child abuse, child neglect, or medical or educational
neglect.  The school administration may not impose consecutive
suspensions against the same student for the same course of conduct, or
incident of misconduct, except where the student will create an immediate
and substantial danger to self or to surrounding persons or property or
where the school district is in the process of initiating an expulsion, in
which case the school administration may extend the suspension to a total
of fifteen (15) days.

A child with a disability may be suspended. When a child with a
disability has been suspended for more than five (5) consecutive days or
ten (10) cumulative school days in the same year, and that suspension does
not involve a recommendation for expulsion or exclusion or other change
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in placement under federal law, relevant members of the child’s IEP team,
including at least one of the child’s teachers, shall meet and determine the
extent to which the child needs services in order to continue to participate
in the general education curriculum, although in another setting, and to
progress toward meeting the goals in the child’s IEP. That meeting must
occur as soon as possible, but no more than ten (10) days after the sixth
(6!) consecutive day of suspension or the tenth (10%) cumulative day of
suspension has elapsed.

Alternative education services must be provided to a pupil who is
suspended for more than five (5) consecutive school days. Alternative
educational services may include, but are not limited to, special tutoring,
modified curriculum, modified instruction, other modifications or
adaptations, instruction through electronic media, special education
services as indicated by appropriate assessments, homebound instruction,
supervised homework, or enrollment in another district or in an alternative
learning center under Minnesota Statutes, section 123A.05 selected to
allow the student to progress toward meeting graduation standards under
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.02, although in a different setting.

The school administration shall not suspend a student from school without
an informal administrative conference with the student. The informal
administrative conference shall take place before the suspension, except
where it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial
danger to self or to surrounding persons or property, in which case the
conference shall take place as soon as practicable following the
suspension. At the informal administrative conference, a school
administrator shall notify the student of the grounds for the suspension,
provide an explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and the
student may present the student’s version of the facts. A separate
administrative conference is required for each period of suspension.

After school administration notifies a student of the grounds for
suspension, school administration may, instead of imposing the
suspension, do one or more of the following:

a. strongly encourage a parent or guardian of the student to attend
school with the student for one day;

b. assign the student to attend school on Saturday as supervised by
the principal or the principal’s designee; and

c. petition the juvenile court that the student is in need of services
under Minnesota Statutes chapter 260C.

A written notice containing the grounds for suspension, a brief statement
of the facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan, and a copy
of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, sections
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10.

1.

12.

121A.40-121A.56, shall be personally served upon the student at or before
the time the suspension is to take effect, and upon the student’s parent or
guardian by mail within forty-eight (48) hours of the conference. (See
attached sample Notice of Suspension.)

The school administration shall make reasonable efforts to notify the
student’s parent or guardian of the suspension by telephone as soon as
possible following suspension.

In the event a student is suspended without an informal administrative
conference on the grounds that the student will create an immediate and
substantial danger to surrounding persons or property, the written notice
shall be served upon the student and the student’s parent or guardian
within forty-eight (48) hours of the suspension. Service by mail shall be
complete upon mailing.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the student may be suspended
pending the school board’s decision in an expulsion or exclusion
proceeding, provided that alternative educational services are implemented
to the extent that suspension exceeds five (5) consecutive school days.

Expulsion and Exclusion Procedures

1.

“Expulsion” means a school board action to prohibit an enrolled student
from further attendance for up to twelve (12) months from the date the
student is expelled. The authority to expel rests with the school board.

“Exclusion” means an action taken by the school board to prevent
enrollment or re-enrollment of a student for a period that shall not extend
beyond the school year. The authority to exclude rests with the school
board.

All expulsion and exclusion proceedings will be held pursuant to and in
accordance with the provisions of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

No expulsion or exclusion shall be imposed without a hearing, unless the
right to a hearing is waived in writing by the student and parent or
guardian.

The student and parent or guardian shall be provided written notice of the
school district’s intent to initiate expulsion or exclusion proceedings. This
notice shall be served upon the student and his or her parent or guardian
personally or by mail, and shall contain a complete statement of the facts;
a list of the witnesses and a description of their testimony; state the date,
time and place of hearing; be accompanied by a copy of the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56; describe
the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices accorded the student in an
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10.

11.

12.

13.

attempt to avoid the expulsion proceedings; and inform the student and
parent or guardian of their right to: (1) have a representative of the
student’s own choosing, including legal counsel at the hearing; (2)
examine the student’s records before the hearing; (3) present evidence;
and (4) confront and cross-examine witnesses. The school district must
advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal
assistance may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is
available from the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and is
posted on its website.

The hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) days of the service of the
written notice unless an extension, not to exceed five (5) days, is requested
for good cause by the school district, student, parent, or guardian.

All hearings shall be held at a time and place reasonably convenient to the
student, parent, or guardian and shall be closed, unless the student, parent,
or guardian requests an open hearing.

The school district shall record the hearing proceedings at district expense,
and a party may obtain a transcript at its own expense.

The student shall have a right to a representative of the student’s own
choosing, including legal counsel, at the student’s sole expense. The
school district shall advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or
low-cost legal assistance may be available and that a legal assistance
resource list is available from MDE. The school board may appoint an
attorney to represent the school district in any proceeding.

If the student designates a representative other than the parent or guardian,
the representative must have a written authorization from the student and
the parent or guardian providing them with access to and/or copies of the
student’s records.

All expulsion or exclusion hearings shall take place before and be
conducted by an independent hearing officer designated by the school
district. The hearing shall be conducted in a fair and impartial manner.
Testimony shall be given under oath and the hearing officer shall have the
power to issue subpoenas and administer oaths.

At a reasonable time prior to the hearing, the student, parent or guardian,
or authorized representative shall be given access to all school district
records pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which
the proposed dismissal action may be based.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have
the right to compel the presence of any school district employee or agent
or any other person who may have evidence upon which the proposed
dismissal action may be based, and to confront and cross-examine any
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

witnesses testifying for the school district.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have
the right to present evidence and testimony, including expert
psychological or educational testimony.

The student cannot be compelled to testify in the dismissal proceedings.

The hearing officer shall prepare findings and a recommendation based
solely upon substantial evidence presented at the hearing, which must be
made to the school board and served upon the parties within two (2) days
after the close of the hearing.

The school board shall base its decision upon the findings and
recommendation of the hearing officer and shall render its decision at a
meeting held within five (5) days after receiving the findings and
recommendation. The school board may provide the parties with the
opportunity to present exceptions and comments to the hearing officer’s
findings and recommendation provided that neither party presents any
evidence not admitted at the hearing. The decision by the school board
must be based on the record, must be in writing, and must state the
controlling facts on which the decision is made in sufficient detail to
apprise the parties and the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of
Education (Commissioner) of the basis and reason for the decision.

A party to an expulsion or exclusion decision made by the school board
may appeal the decision to the Commissioner within twenty-one (21)
calendar days of school board action pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
section 121A.49. The decision of the school board shall be implemented
during the appeal to the Commissioner.

The school district shall report any suspension, expulsion or exclusion
action taken to the appropriate public service agency, when the student is
under the supervision of such agency.

The school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting
system, each expulsion or exclusion within thirty (30) days of the effective
date of the action to the Commissioner. This report must include a
statement of alternative educational services given the student and the
reason for, the effective date, and the duration of the exclusion or
expulsion. The report must also include the student’s age, grade, gender,
race, and special education status. The dismissal report must include state
student identification numbers of affected students.

Whenever a student fails to return to school within ten (10) school days of
the termination of dismissal, a school administrator shall inform the
student and his/her parent or guardian by mail of the student’s right to
attend and to be reinstated in the school district.
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XIII.

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

ADMISSION OR READMISSION PLAN

A school administrator must prepare and enforce an admission or readmission plan for
any student who is excluded or expelled from school. The plan must include measures to
improve the student’s behavior, which may include completing a character education
program consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232, subdivision 1, social and
emotional learning, counseling, social work services, mental health services, referrals for
special education or 504 evaluation, and evidence-based academic interventions. The
plan must include reasonable attempts to obtain parental involvement in the admission or
readmission process, and may indicate the consequences to the student of not improving
the student’s behavior. The readmission plan must not obligate parents to provide a
sympathomimetic medication for their child as a condition of readmission.

NOTIFICATION OF POLICY VIOLATIONS

Notification of any violation of this policy and resulting disciplinary action shall be as
provided herein, or as otherwise provided by the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act or other
applicable law. The teacher, principal or other school district official may provide
additional notification as deemed appropriate.

In addition, the school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system,
each exclusion or expulsion, each physical assault of a school district employee by a
pupil, and each pupil withdrawal agreement within thirty (30) days of the effective date
of the dismissal action, pupil withdrawal, or assault, to the MDE Commissioner. This
report must include a statement of the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices, or other
sanction, intervention, or resolution in response to the assault given to the pupil and the
reason for, the effective date, and the duration of the exclusion or expulsion or other
sanction, intervention, or resolution. The report must also include the pupil’s age, grade,
gender, race, and special education status.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS

The policy of the school district is that complete and accurate student discipline records
be maintained. The collection, dissemination, and maintenance of student discipline
records shall be consistent with applicable school district policies and federal and state
law, including the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes chapter
13.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students who are currently identified as eligible under the IDEA or Section 504 will be
subject to the provisions of this policy, unless the student’s IEP or 504 plan specifies a
necessary modification.

Before initiating an expulsion or exclusion of a student with a disability, relevant
members of the child’s IEP team and the child’s parent shall, consistent with federal law,
conduct a manifestation determination and determine whether the child’s behavior was (i)
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XVIIL.

caused by or had a direct and substantial relationship to the child’s disability and (ii)
whether the child’s conduct was a direct result of a failure to implement the child’s IEP.
If the student’s educational program is appropriate and the behavior is not a manifestation
of the student’s disability, the school district will proceed with discipline — up to and
including expulsion — as if the student did not have a disability, unless the student’s
educational program provides otherwise. If the team determines that the behavior subject
to discipline is a manifestation of the student’s disability, the team shall conduct a
functional behavioral assessment and implement a behavioral intervention plan for such
student provided that the school district had not conducted such assessment prior to the
manifestation determination before the behavior that resulted in a change of placement.
Where a behavioral intervention plan previously has been developed, the team will
review the behavioral intervention plan and modify it as necessary to address the
behavior.

When a student who has an IEP is excluded or expelled for misbehavior that is not a
manifestation of the student’s disability, the school district shall continue to provide
special education and related services during the period of expulsion or exclusion.

OPEN ENROLLED STUDENTS

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled under
an Enrollment Option Program (Minnesota Statutes section 124D.03) or Enrollment in
Nonresident District (Minnesota Statutes section 124D.08) at the end of a school year if
the student meets the definition of a habitual truant, the student has been provided
appropriate services for truancy (Minnesota Statutes chapter 260A), and the student’s
case has been referred to juvenile court. The school district may also terminate the
enrollment of a nonresident student over the age of seventeen (17) enrolled under an
Enrollment Options Program if the student is absent without lawful excuse for one or
more periods on fifteen (15) school days and has not lawfully withdrawn from school.

XVIIIL. DISCIPLINE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

Students, parents and other guardians, and school staff may file a complaint and seek
corrective action when the requirements of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
including the implementation of the local behavior and discipline policies, are not being
implemented appropriately or are being discriminately applied.

The Discipline Complaint Procedure must, at a minimum:

1. provide procedures for communicating this policy including the ability for a
parent to appeal a decision under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.49 that
contains explicit instructions for filing the complaint;

2. provide an opportunity for involved parties to submit additional information
related to the complaint;

3. provide a procedure to begin to investigate complaints within three school days of
receipt, and identify personnel who will manage the investigation and any
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resulting record and are responsible for keeping and regulating access to any
record;

4. provide procedures for issuing a written determination to the complainant that
addresses each allegation and contains findings and conclusions;

5. if the investigation finds the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, sections
121A.40 to 121A.61, including any local policies that were not implemented
appropriately, contain procedures that require a corrective action plan to correct a
student's record and provide relevant staff with training, coaching, or other
accountability practices to ensure appropriate compliance with policies in the
future; and

6. prohibit reprisals or retaliation against any person who asserts, alleges, or reports
a complaint, and provide procedures for applying appropriate consequences for a
person who engages in reprisal or retaliation.

XIX. DISTRIBUTION OF POLICY

The school district will notify students and parents of the existence and contents of this
policy in such manner as it deems appropriate. Copies of this discipline policy shall be
made available to all students and parents at the commencement of each school year and
to all new students and parents upon enrollment. This policy shall also be available upon
request in each principal’s office.

XX. REVIEW OF POLICY

The principal and representatives of parents, students and staff in each school building
shall confer at least annually to review this discipline policy, determine if the policy is
working as intended, and to assess whether the discipline policy has been enforced. Any
recommended changes shall be submitted to the superintendent for consideration by the
school board, which shall conduct an annual review of this policy.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation
Requirements for Minnesota Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.26 (School Preassessment Teams)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.29 (Reporting; Chemical Abuse)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.575 (Alternatives to Pupil Suspension)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)
Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.60 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.42 (General Control of Schools)
Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 (State-Approved Alternative Program
Organization)
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Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Boards’ Approval to Enroll in Nonresident
District; Exceptions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Special Education and Special Programs)
Minn. Stat. § 152.22, Subd. 6 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Limitations)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C (Juvenile Safety and Placement)

20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)

34 C.F.R. § 300.530(e)(1) (Manifestation Determination)

Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

Policy 419 (Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco,
Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices)

Policy 501 (School Weapons)

Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal Possessions, and
Student’s Person)

Policy 503 (Student Attendance)

Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School
Premises by Students and Employees)

Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)

Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)

Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)

Policy 527 (Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles; Patrols,
Inspections, and Searches)

Policy 610 (Field Trips)

Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)

Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses)
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(Sample Form)
NOTICE OF SUSPENSION
(Date)

(Name of Parent or Guardian)
(Address)
(City, State, Zip)

Dear (Parent or Guardian)

(Name of Student) has been suspended from (name of school) for (number of days) commencing on
(date).

The grounds for suspension are:

Briefly, the facts that have been determined are:

The testimony received was:

An administrative conference to determine the above was conducted before

, at on
(Name of Administrator) (Time) (Date)

pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56, a copy of which is enclosed.

The plan of readmission is:

Alternative educational services in the form of homework will be available to be picked up at the
school after [date]

While suspended, the student may not come on any school campus except with you for the purpose of
discussing conduct.

If you have any questions, please call.

Sincerely,

Administrator

Enc: Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56
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II1.

I1I1.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

[NOTE: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students are aware of and comply with the school
district’s expectations for student conduct. Such compliance will enhance the school district’s
ability to maintain discipline and ensure that there is no interference with the educational
process. The school district will take appropriate disciplinary action when students fail to adhere
to the Code of Student Conduct established by this policy.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that individual responsibility and mutual respect are essential
components of the educational process. The school board further recognizes that nurturing the
maturity of each student is of primary importance and is closely linked with the balance that
must be maintained between authority and self-discipline as the individual progresses from a
child’s dependence on authority to the more mature behavior of self-control.

All students are entitled to learn and develop in a setting which promotes respect of self, others,
and property. Proper positive discipline can only result from an environment which provides
options and stresses student self-direction, decision-making, and responsibility. Schools can
function effectively only with internal discipline based on mutual understanding of rights and
responsibilities.

Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that maintains a climate in which
learning can take place. Overall decorum affects student attitudes and influences student
behavior. Proper student conduct is necessary to facilitate the education process and to create
an atmosphere conducive to high student achievement.

Although this policy emphasizes the development of self-discipline, it is recognized that there
are instances when it will be necessary to administer disciplinary measures. The position of the
school district is that a fair and equitable district-wide student discipline policy will contribute to
the quality of the student’s educational experience. This discipline policy is adopted in
accordance with and subject to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes,
sections 121A.40-121A.56.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.55, the school
board, with the participation of school district administrators, teachers, employees, students,
parents, community members, and such other individuals and organizations as appropriate, has
developed this policy which governs student conduct and applies to all students of the school
district.

DEFINITIONS
A. "Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices" means policies and practices that
are alternatives to dismissing a pupil from school, including but not limited to evidence-

based positive behavior interventions and supports, social and emotional services,
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school-linked mental health services, counseling services, social work services,
academic screening for Title 1 services or reading interventions, and alternative
education services. Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices include but are
not limited to the policies and practices under_Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.12;
121A.575, clauses (1) and (2); 121A.031, subdivision 4, paragraph (a), clause (1);
121A.61, subdivision 3, paragraph (r); and 122A.627, clause (3).

"Pupil withdrawal agreement" means a verbal or written agreement between a school
administrator or district administrator and a pupil's parent to withdraw a student from
the school district to avoid expulsion or exclusion dismissal proceedings. The duration
of the withdrawal agreement cannot be for more than a 12-month period.

IvV. POLICY

A.

V.

A.

The school board must establish uniform criteria for dismissal and adopt written policies
and rules to effectuate the purposes of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act. The
policies must include nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices consistent with
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 12, and must emphasize preventing
dismissals through early detection of problems. The policies must be designed to
address students' inappropriate behavior from recurring.

The policies must recognize the continuing responsibility of the school for the education
of the pupil during the dismissal period.

The school is responsible for ensuring that alternative educational services, if the pupil
wishes to take advantage of them, must be adequate to allow the pupil to make progress
toward meeting the graduation standards adopted under Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.02 and help prepare the pupil for readmission in accordance with section
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.46, subdivision 5.

For expulsion and exclusion dismissals and pupil withdrawal agreements as defined in
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 13:

1. for a pupil who remains enrolled in the school district or is awaiting enroliment
in a new district, the school district's continuing responsibility includes reviewing
the pupil's schoolwork and grades on a quarterly basis to ensure the pupil is on
track for readmission with the pupil's peers. The school district must
communicate on a regular basis with the pupil's parent or guardian to ensure
that the pupil is completing the work assigned through the alternative
educational services as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41,
subdivision 11. These services are required until the pupil enrolls in another
school or returns to the same school;

2. a pupil receiving school-based or school-linked mental health services in the
school district under Minnesota Statutes, section 245.4889 continues to be
eligible for those services until the pupil is enrolled in a new district; and

3. the school district must provide to the pupil's parent or guardian information on
accessing mental health services, including any free or sliding fee providers in
the community. The information must also be posted on the school district
website.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

The School Board. The school board holds all school personnel responsible for the
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maintenance of order within the school district and supports all personnel acting within
the framework of this discipline policy.

Superintendent. The superintendent shall establish guidelines and directives to carry
out this policy, hold all school personnel, students, and parents responsible for
conforming to this policy, and support all school personnel performing their duties within
the framework of this policy. The superintendent shall also establish guidelines and
directives for using the services of appropriate agencies for assisting students and
parents. Any guidelines or directives established to implement this policy shall be
submitted to the school board for approval and shall be attached as an addendum to
this policy.

Principal. The school principal is given the responsibility and authority to formulate
building rules and regulations necessary to enforce this policy, subject to final school
board approval. The principal shall give direction and support to all school personnel
performing their duties within the framework of this policy. The principal shall consult
with parents of students conducting themselves in a manner contrary to the policy. The
principal shall also involve other professional employees in the disposition of Behavior
referrals and shall make use of those agencies appropriate for assisting students and
parents. A principal, in exercising the person’s lawful authority, may use reasonable
force when it is necessary under the circumstances to correct or restrain a student to
prevent bodily harm or death to the student or another. A principal shall not use prone
restraint and shall not inflict any form of physical holding that restricts or impairs a
student's ability to breathe; restricts or impairs a student's ability to communicate
distress; places pressure or weight on a student's head, throat, neck, chest, lungs,
sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen; or results in straddling a student's torso.

Teachers. All teachers shall be responsible for providing a well-planned
teaching/learning environment and shall have primary responsibility for student
conduct, with appropriate assistance from the administration. All teachers shall enforce
the Code of Student Conduct. A teacher, in exercising the person’s lawful authority,
may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the circumstances to correct or
restrain a student to prevent bodily harm or death to the student or another. A teacher
shall not use prone restraint and shall not inflict any form of physical holding that
restricts or impairs a student's ability to breathe; restricts or impairs a student's ability
to communicate distress; places pressure or weight on a student's head, throat, neck,
chest, lungs, sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen; or results in straddling a student's
torso.

Other School District Personnel. All school district personnel shall be responsible for
contributing to the atmosphere of mutual respect within the school. Their
responsibilities relating to student behavior shall be as authorized and directed by the
superintendent. A school employee, school bus driver, or other agent of a school district,
in exercising the person’s lawful authority, may use reasonable force when it is
necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student to prevent bodily harm or death
to the student or another. A school employee, which does not include a school resource
officer, shall not use prone restraint and shall not inflict any form of physical holding
that restricts or impairs a student's ability to breathe; restricts or impairs a student's
ability to communicate distress; places pressure or weight on a student's head, throat,
neck, chest, lungs, sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen; or results in straddling a
student's torso.

For the purpose of Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.582 (Student Discipline;
Reasonable Force), a school resource officer, as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
626.8482, subdivision 1, paragraph (c) is not a school employee or agent of the district.
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VI.

VII.

Parents or Legal Guardians. Parents and guardians shall be held responsible for the
behavior of their children as determined by law and community practice. They are
expected to cooperate with school authorities and to participate regarding the behavior
of their children.

Students. All students shall be held individually responsible for their behavior and for
knowing and obeying the Code of Student Conduct and this policy.

Community Members. Members of the community are expected to contribute to the
establishment of an atmosphere in which rights and duties are effectively acknowledged
and fulfilled.

Reasonable Force Reports

1. The school district must report data on its use of any reasonable force used on
a student with a disability to correct or restrain the student to prevent bodily
harm or death to the student or another that is consistent with the definition of
physical holding under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0941, paragraph (c),
as outlined in section 125A.0942, subdivision 3, paragraph (b).

2. Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, the school district must report
annually by July 15, in a form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner, data from the prior school year about any reasonable force used
on a general education student to correct or restrain the student to prevent
bodily harm or death to the student or another that is consistent with the
definition of physical holding under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0941,
paragraph (c).

3. Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582;
609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile or
limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of physical
restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is barred shall
be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a restrictive
procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an unauthorized or
untrained staff person.

STUDENT RIGHTS

All students have the right to an education and the right to learn.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All students have the responsibility:

A.

For their behavior and for knowing and obeying all school rules, regulations, policies,
and procedures;

To attend school daily, except when excused, and to be on time to all classes and other
school functions;

To pursue and attempt to complete the courses of study prescribed by the state and
local school authorities;

To make necessary arrangements for making up work when absent from school;
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VIII.

M.

N.

To assist the school staff in maintaining a safe school for all students;

To be aware of all school rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, including those in
this policy, and to conduct themselves in accord with them;

To assume that until a rule or policy is waived, altered, or repealed, it is in full force and
effect;

To be aware of and comply with federal, state, and local laws;

To volunteer information in disciplinary cases should they have any knowledge relating
to such cases and to cooperate with school staff as appropriate;

To respect and maintain the school’s property and the property of others;

To dress and groom in a manner which meets standards of safety and health and
common standards of decency and which is consistent with applicable school district

policy;

To avoid inaccuracies in student newspapers or publications and refrain from indecent
or obscene language;

To conduct themselves in an appropriate physical or verbal manner; and

To recognize and respect the rights of others.

CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

A.

The following are examples of unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action by
the school district. These examples are not intended to be an exclusive list. Any student
who engages in any of these activities shall be disciplined in accordance with this policy.
This policy applies to all school buildings, school grounds, and school property or
property immediately adjacent to school grounds; school-sponsored activities or trips;
school bus stops; school buses, school vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other
vehicles approved for school district purposes; the area of entrance or departure from
school premises or events; and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities,
events, or trips. School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or
from school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or
events. While prohibiting unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action at these
locations and events, the school district does not represent that it will provide
supervision or assume liability at these locations and events. This policy also applies to
any student whose conduct at any time or in any place interferes with or obstructs the
mission or operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of the student, other
students, or employees.

1. Violations against property including, but not limited to, damage to or
destruction of school property or the property of others, failure to compensate
for damage or destruction of such property, arson, breaking and entering, theft,
robbery, possession of stolen property, extortion, trespassing, unauthorized
usage, or vandalism;

2. The use of profanity or obscene language, or the possession of obscene
materials;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Gambling, including, but not limited to, playing a game of chance for stakes;
Violation of the school district’s Hazing Prohibition Policy;

Attendance problems including, but not limited to, truancy, absenteeism,
tardiness, skipping classes, or leaving school grounds without permission;

Violation of the school district’'s Student Attendance Policy;
Opposition to authority using physical force or violence;

Using, possessing, or distributing tobacco, tobacco-related devices, electronic
cigarettes, or tobacco paraphernalia in violation of the school district’s Tobacco-
Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices,
and Electronic Delivery Devices Policy;

Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of alcohol or other
intoxicating substances or look-alike substances;

Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of narcotics,
drugs, or other controlled substances (except as prescribed by a physician), or
look-alike substances (these prohibitions include medical marijuana or medical
cannabis, even when prescribed by a physician, and one student sharing
prescription medication with another student);

Using, possessing, or distributing items or articles that are illegal or harmful to
persons or property including, but not limited to, drug paraphernalia;

Using, possessing, or distributing weapons, or look-alike weapons or other
dangerous objects;

Violation of the school district’s Weapons Policy;
Violation of the school district’s Violence Prevention Policy;

Possession of ammunition including, but not limited to, bullets or other
projectiles designed to be used in or as a weapon;

Possession, use, or distribution of explosives or any compound or mixture, the
primary or common purpose or intended use of which is to function as an
explosive;

Possession, use, or distribution of fireworks or any substance or combination of
substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or an
audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation;

Using an ignition device, including a butane or disposable lighter or matches,
inside an educational building and under circumstances where there is a risk of
fire, except where the device is used in a manner authorized by the school;
Violation of any local, state, or federal law as appropriate;

Acts disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to,
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

disobedience, disruptive or disrespectful behavior, defiance of authority,
cheating, insolence, insubordination, failure to identify oneself, improper
activation of fire alarms, or bomb threats;

Violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy;

Use of a cell phone in violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use
and Safety Policy;

Violation of school bus or transportation rules or the school district's Student
Transportation Safety Policy;

Violation of parking or school traffic rules and regulations, including, but not
limited to, driving on school property in such a manner as to endanger persons
or property;

Violation of directives or guidelines relating to lockers or improperly gaining
access to a school locker;

Violation of the school district’'s Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal
Possessions, and Student’s Person Policy;

Violation of the school district’'s Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles;
Patrols, Inspections, and Searches Policy;

Possession or distribution of slanderous, libelous, or pornographic materials;
Violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition Policy;

Student attire or personal grooming which creates a danger to health or safety
or creates a disruption to the educational process, including clothing which bears
a message which is lewd, vulgar, or obscene, apparel promoting products or
activities that are illegal for use by minors, or clothing containing objectionable
emblems, signs, words, objects, or pictures communicating a message that is
racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group or which
connotes gang membership;

Criminal activity;

Falsification of any records, documents, notes, or signatures;

Tampering with, changing, or altering records or documents of the school district
by any method including, but not limited to, computer access or other electronic
means;

Scholastic dishonesty which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a school
assignment or test, plagiarism, or collusion, including the use of picture phones

or other technology to accomplish this end;

Impertinent or disrespectful words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether
oral or written, related to teachers or other school district personnel;

Violation of the school district’s Harassment and Violence Policy;
Actions, including fighting or any other assaultive behavior, which causes or
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

could cause injury to the student or other persons or which otherwise endangers
the health, safety, or welfare of teachers, students, other school district
personnel, or other persons;

Committing an act which inflicts great bodily harm upon another person, even
though accidental or a result of poor judgment;

Violations against persons, including, but not limited to, assault or threatened
assault, fighting, harassment, interference or obstruction, attack with a weapon,
or look-alike weapon, sexual assault, illegal or inappropriate sexual conduct, or
indecent exposure;

Verbal assaults or verbally abusive behavior including, but not limited to, use of
words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether oral or written, that are
discriminatory, abusive, obscene, threatening, intimidating, degrading to other
people, or threatening to school property;

Physical or verbal threats including, but not limited to, the staging or reporting
of dangerous or hazardous situations that do not exist;

Inappropriate, abusive, threatening, or demeaning actions based on race, color,
creed, religion, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance,
disability, national origin, or sexual orientation;

Violation of the school district’s Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials
on School Premises by Students and Employees Policy;

Violation of the school district’s one-to-one device rules and regulations;

Violation of school rules, regulations, policies, or procedures, including, but not
limited to, those policies specifically enumerated in this policy;

Other acts, as determined by the school district, which are disruptive of the
educational process or dangerous or detrimental to the student or other
students, school district personnel or surrounding persons, or which violate the
rights of others or which damage or endanger the property of the school, or
which otherwise interferes with or obstruct the mission or operations of the
school district or the safety or welfare of students or employees.

IX. RECESS AND OTHER BREAKS

A.

"Recess detention" means excluding or excessively delaying a student from participating
in a scheduled recess period as a consequence for student behavior. Recess detention
does not include, among other things, providing alternative recess at the student's

choice.

The school district is encouraged to ensure student access to structured breaks from the
demands of school and to support teachers, principals, and other school staff in their
efforts to use evidence-based approaches to reduce exclusionary forms of discipline.

The school district must not use recess detention unless:

a student causes or is likely to cause serious physical harm to other students or
staff;
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2. the student's parent or guardian specifically consents to the use of recess
detention; or

3. for students receiving special education services, the student's individualized
education program team has determined that withholding recess is appropriate
based on the individualized needs of the student.

D. The school district must not withhold recess from a student based on incomplete
schoolwork.
E. The school district must require school staff to make a reasonable attempt to notify a

parent or guardian within 24 hours of using recess detention.

F. The school district must compile information on each recess detention at the end of each
school year, including the student's age, grade, gender, race or ethnicity, and special
education status. This information must be available to the public upon request. The
school district is encouraged to use the data in professional development promoting the
use of nonexclusionary discipline.

G. The school district must not withhold or excessively delay a student's participation in
scheduled mealtimes. This section does not alter a district or school's existing
responsibilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.111 or other state or federal
law.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION OPTIONS

The general policy of the school district is to utilize progressive discipline to the extent
reasonable and appropriate based upon the specific facts and circumstances of student
misconduct. The specific form of discipline chosen in a particular case is solely within the
discretion of the school district. At a minimum, violation of school district code of conduct, rules,
regulations, policies, or procedures will result in discussion of the violation and a verbal warning.
The school district shall, however, impose more severe disciplinary sanctions for any violation,
including exclusion or expulsion, if warranted by the student’s misconduct, as determined by
the school district. Disciplinary action may include, but is not limited to, one or more of the
following:

A. Student conference with teacher, principal, counselor, or other school district personnel,
and verbal warning;

B. Confiscation by school district personnel and/or by law enforcement of any item, article,
object, or thing, prohibited by, or used in the violation of, any school district policy, rule,
regulation, procedure, or state or federal law. If confiscated by the school district, the
confiscated item, article, object, or thing will be released only to the parent/guardian
following the completion of any investigation or disciplinary action instituted or taken
related to the violation.

C. Parent contact;

D. Parent conference;

E. Removal from class;

F. In-school suspension;

G. Suspension from extracurricular activities;
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XI.

T.

u.

Detention or restriction of privileges;

Loss of school privileges;

In-school monitoring or revised class schedule;

Referral to in-school support services;

Referral to community resources or outside agency services;

Financial restitution;

Referral to police, other law enforcement agencies, or other appropriate authorities;
A request for a petition to be filed in district court for juvenile delinquency adjudication;
Out-of-school suspension under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

Preparation of an admission or readmission plan;

Saturday school;

Expulsion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

Exclusion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and/or

Other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the school district.

REMOVAL OF STUDENTS FROM CLASS

A.

The teacher of record shall have the general control and government of the classroom.
Teachers have the responsibility of attempting to modify disruptive student behavior by
such means as conferring with the student, using positive reinforcement, assigning
detention or other consequences, or contacting the student’s parents. When such
measures fail, or when the teacher determines it is otherwise appropriate based upon
the student’s conduct, the teacher shall have the authority to remove the student from
class pursuant to the procedures established by this discipline policy. “Removal from
class” and “removal” mean any actions taken by a teacher, principal, or other school
district employee to prohibit a student from attending a class or activity period for a
period of time not to exceed five (5) days, pursuant to this discipline policy.

Grounds for removal from class shall include any of the following:
1. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an education,
including conduct that interferes with a teacher’s ability to teach or communicate

effectively with students in a class or with the ability of other students to learn;

2. Willful conduct that endangers surrounding persons, including school district
employees, the student or other students, or the property of the school;

3. Willful violation of any school rules, regulations, policies or procedures, including
the Code of Student Conduct in this policy; or

4. Other conduct, which in the discretion of the teacher or administration, requires
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removal of the student from class.

Such removal shall be for at least one (1) activity period or class period of instruction
for a given course of study and shall not exceed five (5) such periods.

A student must be removed from class immediately if the student engages in assault or
violent behavior. “Assault” is an act done with intent to cause fear in another of
immediate bodily harm or death; or the intentional infliction of, or attempt to inflict,
bodily harm upon another.

If a student is removed from class more than ten (10) times in a school year, the school
district shall notify the parent or guardian of the student’s tenth removal from class and
make reasonable attempts to convene a meeting with the student’s parent or guardian
to discuss the problem that is causing the student to be removed from class.

[Note: The following Sections C. - J. must be developed and inserted by each
school district based upon individual district practices, procedures, and
preferences. School districts may consider developing and inserting
procedures identified in Sections K-N.]

Procedures for Removal of a Student From a Class.

1. Specify procedures to remove a student from a class to be followed by a teacher,
school administrator, or other school district employee;

2. Specify required approvals necessary;
3. Specify paperwork and reporting procedures.

Period of Time for which a Student may be Removed from a Class (may not
exceed five (5) class periods for a violation of a rule of conduct)

1. The removal from class shall be for a period of time deemed appropriate by the
principal, in consultation with the teacher.

Responsibility for and Custody of a Student Removed from Class.

1. Designation of where student is to go when removed;

2. Designation of how student is to get to designated destination;

3. Whether student must be accompanied;

4. Statement of what student is to do when and while removed;

5. Designation of who has control over and responsibility for student after removal
from class.

Procedures for Return of a Student to a Specific Class from Which the Student
was Removed.

1. Specification of procedures;

2. Actions or approvals required such as notes, conferences, readmission plans.
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Procedures for Notifying a Student and the Student’s Parents or Guardian of
Violation of the Rules of Conduct and of Resulting Disciplinary Actions;

1. Specification of Procedures;

2. Actions or approvals required, such as notes, conferences, readmission plans.

Students with a Disability; Special Provisions.

1. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for further assessment;

2. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for a review of the
adequacy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP) of a student

with a disability who is removed from class or disciplined; and

3. Any procedures determined appropriate for referring students in need of special
education services to those services.

Procedures for Detecting and Addressing Chemical Abuse Problems of Students
While on School Premises.

1. Establishment of a chemical abuse preassessment team pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, section 121A.26;

2. Establishment of teacher reporting procedures to the chemical abuse
preassessment team pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.29.

Procedures for Immediate and Appropriate Interventions Tied to Violations of
the Code of Student Conduct.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Involvement of
Parents or Guardians in Attempts to Improve a Student’s Behavior.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Detection of
Behavioral Problems.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Referring a Student in Need of
Special Education Services to Those Services;

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Ensuring Victims of Bullying who
Respond with Behavior not Allowed under the School's Behavior Policies have
Access to a Remedial Response, Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section
121A.031; and

Unscheduled Student Removal From Class

A public school is encouraged to adopt a school policy on parental notification for
unscheduled student removal from class. The public school must consult with child abuse
prevention experts to incorporate best practices into the school policy. A public school
with a policy on parental notification must include the policy in the employee handbook
and disseminate information to school staff regarding child abuse prevention in a school
setting.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted this provision, which does not
require a school board to adopt policy language. School districts may
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XII.

determine whether to adopt policy language.]

DISMISSAL

A.

“Dismissal” means the denial of the current educational program to any student,
including exclusion, expulsion, and suspension. Dismissal does not include removal from
class.

The school district shall not deny due process or equal protection of the law to any
student involved in a dismissal proceeding which may result in suspension, exclusion or
expulsion.

The school district shall not dismiss any student without attempting to use
nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and procedures before dismissal proceedings or
pupil withdrawal agreements, except where it appears that the student will create an
immediate and substantial danger to self or to surrounding persons or property.

The use of exclusionary practices for early learners as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 121A.425, is prohibited. The use of exclusionary practices to address attendance
and truancy issues is prohibited.

Violations leading to suspension, based upon severity, may also be grounds for actions
leading to expulsion, and/or exclusion. A student may be dismissed on any of the
following grounds:

1. Willful violation of any reasonable school board regulation, including those found
in this policy;
2. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an education, or

the ability of school personnel to perform their duties, or school sponsored
extracurricular activities; or

3. Willful conduct that endangers the student or other students, or surrounding
persons, including school district employees, or property of the school.

Disciplinary Dismissals Prohibited

1. A pupil enrolled in the following is not subject to dismissals under the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act:

a. a preschool or prekindergarten program, including an early childhood

family education, school readiness, schoel-readiness—plus,—voluntary

prekindergarten, Head Start, or other school-based preschool or
prekindergarten program; or

b. kindergarten through Grade 3.

2. This section does not apply to a dismissal from school for less than one school
day, except as provided under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 125A and federal
law for a student receiving special education services.

3. Notwithstanding this section, expulsions and exclusions may be used only after
resources outlined under nNonexclusionary discipline have been exhausted, and

only in circumstances where there is an ongoing serious safety threat to the
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child or others.

Suspension Procedures

1. “Suspension” means an action by the school administration, under rules
promulgated by the sSchool bBoard, prohibiting a student from attending school
for a period of no more than ten (10) school days; provided, however, if a
suspension is longer than five (5) school days, the suspending administrator
shall provide the superintendent with a reason for the longer term of suspension.
This definition does not apply to dismissal for one (1) school day or less where
a student with a disability does not receive regular or special education
instruction during that dismissal period.

2. School administration must allow a suspended pupil the opportunity to complete
all school work assigned during the period of the pupil's suspension and to
receive full credit for satisfactorily completing the assignments. The school
principal or other person having administrative control of the school building or
program is encouraged to designate a district or school employee as a liaison to
work with the pupil's teachers to allow the suspended pupil to (1) receive timely
course materials and other information, and (2) complete daily and weekly
assignments and receive teachers' feedback.

3. If a student’s total days of removal from school exceed ten (10) cumulative days
in a school year, the school district shall make reasonable attempts to convene
a meeting with the student and the student’s parent or guardian before
subsequently removing the student from school and, with the permission of the
parent or guardian, arrange for a mental health screening for the student at the
parent or guardian’s expense. The purpose of this meeting is to attempt to
determine the student’s need for assessment or other services or whether the
parent or guardian should have the student assessed or diagnosed to determine
whether the student needs treatment for a mental health disorder.

4. The definition of suspension under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41,
subdivision 10, does not apply to a student's dismissal from school for less than
one day, except as provided under federal law for a student with a disability.
Each suspension action may include a readmission plan. The plan shall include,
where appropriate, a provision for implementing alternative educational services
upon readmission which must not be used to extend the current suspension. A
readmission plan must not obligate a parent or guardian to provide psychotropic
drugs to their student as a condition of readmission. School administration must
not use the refusal of a parent or guardian to consent to the administration of
psychotropic drugs to their student or to consent to a psychiatric evaluation,
screening, or examination of the student as a ground, by itself, to prohibit the
student from attending class or participating in a school-related activity, or as a
basis of a charge of child abuse, child neglect, or medical or educational neglect.
The school administration may not impose consecutive suspensions against the
same student for the same course of conduct, or incident of misconduct, except
where the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to self or to
surrounding persons or property or where the school district is in the process of
initiating an expulsion, in which case the school administration may extend the
suspension to a total of fifteen (15) days.

5. A child with a disability may be suspended. When a child with a disability has
been suspended for more than five (5) consecutive days or ten (10) cumulative
school days in the same year, and that suspension does not involve a
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10.

recommendation for expulsion or exclusion or other change in placement under
federal law, relevant members of the child’s IEP team, including at least one of
the child’s teachers, shall meet and determine the extent to which the child
needs services in order to continue to participate in the general education
curriculum, although in another setting, and to progress toward meeting the
goals in the child’s IEP. That meeting must occur as soon as possible, but no
more than ten (10) days after the sixth (6%) consecutive day of suspension or
the tenth (10th) cumulative day of suspension has elapsed.

Alternative education services must be provided to a pupil who is suspended for
more than five (5) consecutive school days. Alternative educational services
may include, but are not limited to, special tutoring, modified curriculum,
modified instruction, other modifications or adaptations, instruction through
electronic media, special education services as indicated by appropriate
assessments, homebound instruction, supervised homework, or enrollment in
another district or in an alternative learning center under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.05 selected to allow the student to progress toward meeting
graduation standards under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.02, although in a
different setting.

The school administration shall not suspend a student from school without an
informal administrative conference with the student. The informal
administrative conference shall take place before the suspension, except where
it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to
self or to surrounding persons or property, in which case the conference shall
take place as soon as practicable following the suspension. At the informal
administrative conference, a school administrator shall notify the student of the
grounds for the suspension, provide an explanation of the evidence the
authorities have, and the student may present the student’s version of the facts.
A separate administrative conference is required for each period of suspension.

After school administration notifies a student of the grounds for suspension,
school administration may, instead of imposing the suspension, do one or more
of the following:

a. strongly encourage a parent or guardian of the student to attend school
with the student for one day;

b. assign the student to attend school on Saturday as supervised by the
principal or the principal’s designee; and

C. petition the juvenile court that the student is in need of services under
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260C.

A written notice containing the grounds for suspension, a brief statement of the
facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan, and a copy of the
Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-
121A.56, shall be personally served upon the student at or before the time the
suspension is to take effect, and upon the student’s parent or guardian by mail
within forty-eight (48) hours of the conference. (See attached sample Notice of
Suspension.)

The school administration shall make reasonable efforts to notify the student’s
parent or guardian of the suspension by telephone as soon as possible following
suspension.
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11.

12.

In the event a student is suspended without an informal administrative
conference on the grounds that the student will create an immediate and
substantial danger to surrounding persons or property, the written notice shall
be served upon the student and the student’s parent or guardian within forty-
eight (48) hours of the suspension. Service by mail shall be complete upon
mailing.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the student may be suspended
pending the school board’s decision in an expulsion or exclusion proceeding,
provided that alternative educational services are implemented to the extent
that suspension exceeds five (5) consecutive school days.

Expulsion and Exclusion Procedures

1.

“Expulsion” means a school board action to prohibit an enrolled student from
further attendance for up to twelve (12) months from the date the student is
expelled. The authority to expel rests with the school board.

“Exclusion” means an action taken by the school board to prevent enroliment or
re-enrollment of a student for a period that shall not extend beyond the school
year. The authority to exclude rests with the school board.

All expulsion and exclusion proceedings will be held pursuant to and in
accordance with the provisions of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

No expulsion or exclusion shall be imposed without a hearing, unless the right
to a hearing is waived in writing by the student and parent or guardian.

The student and parent or guardian shall be provided written notice of the school
district’s intent to initiate expulsion or exclusion proceedings. This notice shall
be served upon the student and his or her parent or guardian personally or by
mail, and shall contain a complete statement of the facts; a list of the witnesses
and a description of their testimony; state the date, time and place of hearing;
be accompanied by a copy of the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes,
sections 121A.40-121A.56; describe the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices
accorded the student in an attempt to avoid the expulsion proceedings; and
inform the student and parent or guardian of their right to: (1) have a
representative of the student’s own choosing, including legal counsel at the
hearing; (2) examine the student’s records before the hearing; (3) present
evidence; and (4) confront and cross-examine witnesses. The school district
must advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal
assistance may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is available
from the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and is posted on its website.

The hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) days of the service of the written
notice unless an extension, not to exceed five (5) days, is requested for good
cause by the school district, student, parent, or guardian.

All hearings shall be held at a time and place reasonably convenient to the
student, parent, or guardian and shall be closed, unless the student, parent, or
guardian requests an open hearing.

The school district shall record the hearing proceedings at district expense, and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

a party may obtain a transcript at its own expense.

The student shall have a right to a representative of the student’s own choosing,
including legal counsel, at the student’s sole expense. The school district shall
advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal assistance
may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is available from MDE.
The school board may appoint an attorney to represent the school district in any
proceeding.

If the student designates a representative other than the parent or guardian,
the representative must have a written authorization from the student and the
parent or guardian providing them with access to and/or copies of the student’s
records.

All expulsion or exclusion hearings shall take place before and be conducted by
an independent hearing officer designated by the school district. The hearing
shall be conducted in a fair and impartial manner. Testimony shall be given
under oath and the hearing officer shall have the power to issue subpoenas and
administer oaths.

At a reasonable time prior to the hearing, the student, parent or guardian, or
authorized representative shall be given access to all school district records
pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the
proposed dismissal action may be based.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the
right to compel the presence of any school district employee or agent or any
other person who may have evidence upon which the proposed dismissal action
may be based, and to confront and cross-examine any witnesses testifying for
the school district.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the
right to present evidence and testimony, including expert psychological or
educational testimony.

The student cannot be compelled to testify in the dismissal proceedings.

The hearing officer shall prepare findings and a recommendation based solely
upon substantial evidence presented at the hearing, which must be made to the
school board and served upon the parties within two (2) days after the close of
the hearing.

The school board shall base its decision upon the findings and recommendation
of the hearing officer and shall render its decision at a meeting held within five
(5) days after receiving the findings and recommendation. The school board
may provide the parties with the opportunity to present exceptions and
comments to the hearing officer’s findings and recommendation provided that
neither party presents any evidence not admitted at the hearing. The decision
by the school board must be based on the record, must be in writing, and must
state the controlling facts on which the decision is made in sufficient detail to
apprise the parties and the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of
Education (Commissioner) of the basis and reason for the decision.

A party to an expulsion or exclusion decision made by the school board may
appeal the decision to the Commissioner within twenty-one (21) calendar days
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XIII.

XIV.

XV.

of school board action pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.49. The
decision of the school board shall be implemented during the appeal to the
Commissioner.

19. The school district shall report any suspension, expulsion or exclusion action
taken to the appropriate public service agency, when the student is under the
supervision of such agency.

20. The school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system,
each expulsion or exclusion within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the
action to the Commissioner. This report must include a statement of alternative
educational services given the student and the reason for, the effective date,
and the duration of the exclusion or expulsion. The report must also include the
student’s age, grade, gender, race, and special education status. The dismissal
report must include state student identification numbers of affected students.

21. Whenever a student fails to return to school within ten (10) school days of the
termination of dismissal, a school administrator shall inform the student and
his/her parent or guardian by mail of the student’s right to attend and to be
reinstated in the school district.

ADMISSION OR READMISSION PLAN

A school administrator must prepare and enforce an admission or readmission plan for any
student who is excluded or expelled from school. The plan must include measures to improve
the student’s behavior, which may include completing a character education program consistent
with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232, subdivision 1, social and emotional learning,
counseling, social work services, mental health services, referrals for special education or 504
evaluation, and evidence-based academic interventions. The plan must include reasonable
attempts to obtain parental involvement in the admission or readmission process, and may
indicate the consequences to the student of not improving the student’s behavior. The
readmission plan must not obligate parents to provide a sympathomimetic medication for their
child as a condition of readmission.

NOTIFICATION OF POLICY VIOLATIONS

Notification of any violation of this policy and resulting disciplinary action shall be as provided
herein, or as otherwise provided by the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act or other applicable law. The
teacher, principal or other school district official may provide additional notification as deemed
appropriate.

In addition, the school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system, each
exclusion or expulsion, each physical assault of a school district employee by a pupil, and each
pupil withdrawal agreement within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the dismissal action,
pupil withdrawal, or assault, to the MDE Commissioner. This report must include a statement
of the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices, or other sanction, intervention, or resolution in
response to the assault given to the pupil and the reason for, the effective date, and the duration
of the exclusion or expulsion or other sanction, intervention, or resolution. The report must also
include the pupil’s age, grade, gender, race, and special education status.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS
The policy of the school district is that complete and accurate student discipline records be
maintained. The collection, dissemination, and maintenance of student discipline records shall

be consistent with applicable school district policies and federal and state law, including the
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XVII.

XVIII.

Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students who are currently identified as eligible under the IDEA or Section 504 will be subject
to the provisions of this policy, unless the student’s IEP or 504 plan specifies a necessary
modification.

Before initiating an expulsion or exclusion of a student with a disability, relevant members of
the child’s IEP team and the child’s parent shall, consistent with federal law, conduct a
manifestation determination and determine whether the child’s behavior was (i) caused by or
had a direct and substantial relationship to the child’s disability and (ii) whether the child’s
conduct was a direct result of a failure to implement the child’s IEP. If the student’s educational
program is appropriate and the behavior is not a manifestation of the student’s disability, the
school district will proceed with discipline — up to and including expulsion - as if the student did
not have a disability, unless the student’s educational program provides otherwise. If the team
determines that the behavior subject to discipline is a manifestation of the student’s disability,
the team shall conduct a functional behavioral assessment and implement a behavioral
intervention plan for such student provided that the school district had not conducted such
assessment prior to the manifestation determination before the behavior that resulted in a
change of placement. Where a behavioral intervention plan previously has been developed, the
team will review the behavioral intervention plan and modify it as necessary to address the
behavior.

When a student who has an IEP is excluded or expelled for misbehavior that is not a
manifestation of the student’s disability, the school district shall continue to provide special
education and related services during the period of expulsion or exclusion.

OPEN ENROLLED STUDENTS

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled under an
Enrollment Option Program (Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.03) or Enrollment in Nonresident
District (Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.08) at the end of a school year if the student meets
the definition of a habitual truant, the student has been provided appropriate services for
truancy (Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260A), and the student’s case has been referred to
juvenile court. The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student
over the age of seventeen (17) enrolled under an Enrollment Options Program if the student is
absent without lawful excuse for one or more periods on fifteen (15) school days and has not
lawfully withdrawn from school.

DISCIPLINE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

Students, parents and other guardians, and school staff may file a complaint and seek corrective
action when the requirements of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, including the
implementation of the local behavior and discipline policies, are not being implemented
appropriately or are being discriminately applied.

The Discipline Complaint Procedure must, at a minimum:
1. provide procedures for communicating this policy including the ability for a parent to
appeal a decision under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.49 that contains explicit

instructions for filing the complaint;

2. provide an opportunity for involved parties to submit additional information related to
the complaint;
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XIX.

XX.

3. provide a procedure to begin to investigate complaints within three school days of
receipt, and identify personnel who will manage the investigation and any resulting
record and are responsible for keeping and regulating access to any record;

4. provide procedures for issuing a written determination to the complainant that
addresses each allegation and contains findings and conclusions;

5. if the investigation finds the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40 to
121A.61, including any local policies that were not implemented appropriately, contain
procedures that require a corrective action plan to correct a student's record and provide
relevant staff with training, coaching, or other accountability practices to ensure
appropriate compliance with policies in the future; and

6. prohibit reprisals or retaliation against any person who asserts, alleges, or reports a
complaint, and provide procedures for applying appropriate consequences for a person
who engages in reprisal or retaliation.

DISTRIBUTION OF POLICY

The school district will notify students and parents of the existence and contents of this policy
in such manner as it deems appropriate. Copies of this discipline policy shall be made available
to all students and parents at the commencement of each school year and to all new students
and parents upon enrollment. This policy shall also be available upon request in each principal’s
office.

REVIEW OF POLICY

The principal and representatives of parents, students and staff in each school building shall
confer at least annually to review this discipline policy, determine if the policy is working as
intended, and to assess whether the discipline policy has been enforced. Any recommended
changes shall be submitted to the superintendent for consideration by the school board, which
shall conduct an annual review of this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.26 (School Preassessment Teams)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.29 (Reporting; Chemical Abuse)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.575 (Alternatives to Pupil Suspension)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.58 (Corporal Punishment; Prone Restraint; And Certain
Physical Holds)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.60 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.611 (Recess and Other Breaks)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.42 (General Control of Schools)

Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 (State-Approved Alternative Program Organization)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Boards’ Approval to Enroll in Nonresident District;
Exceptions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Special Education and Special Programs)

Minn. Stat. § 152.22, Subd. 6 (Definitions)
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Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Limitations)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C (Juvenile Safety and Placement)

20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)

34 C.F.R. § 300.530(e)(1) (Manifestation Determination)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 419 (Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use
of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices; Vaping
Awareness and Prevention Instruction)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal
Possessions, and Student’s Person)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored

Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507.5 (School Resource Officers)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 527 (Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles;
Patrols, Inspections, and Searches)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses)
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523 SERVICE ANIMALS

L. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
Independent School District No. 726 prohibits discrimination against individuals
based on disability, including individuals who require the assistance of a service
animal. Toward that end, the District acknowledges its obligation to allow the use
of a service animal by individuals with disabilities.

II. DEFINITIONS
A. Handler: A “handler” is an individual with a disability who is

accompanied by a service animal or a trainer who is accompanied by a
service animal, or an individual who is handling a service animal for or on
behalf of an individual with a disability.

Service Animal: A “service animal” is a dog (regardless of breed or size)
or miniature horse that is individually trained to perform “work or tasks”
for the benefit of an individual with a disability, including an individual
with a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or mental disability.
Other species of animals, whether wild or domestic, trained or untrained,
are not service animals. Service animals are working animals that perform
valuable functions; they are not pets.

1. The “work or tasks” performed by a service animal must be
directly related to the individual’s disability.

2. Examples of “work or tasks” include, but are not limited to,
assisting individuals who are blind or have low vision with
navigation and other tasks, alerting individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing to the presence of people or sounds, providing non-
violent protection or rescue work, pulling a wheelchair, assisting
an individual during a seizure, alerting individuals to the presence
of allergens, retrieving items such as medicine or a cell phone,
providing physical support and assistance with balance and
stability to individuals with mobility disabilities, and helping
persons with psychiatric and neurological disabilities by
preventing or interrupting impulsive or destructive behaviors.
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I1I.

3. The crime deterrent effects of an animal’s presence and the
provision of emotional support, well being, comfort, or
companionship are not “work or tasks” for the purposes of this
policy.

Trainer: A “trainer” is a person who is training a service animal and is
affiliated with a recognized training program for service animals.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A.

Equal Access: A handler has the right to be accompanied by a service
animal whenever and to the same extent that the handler or the individual
who needs the service animal because of a disability has the right: (a) to
be present on District property or in District facilities; (b) to attend or
participate in a school sponsored event, activity, or program; or (c¢) to be
transported in a vehicle that is operated by or on behalf of the District.

Equal Treatment: The District may not do any of the following: isolate
the handler from individuals without service animals; ask or require the
handler to pay an extra fee; or treat the handler less favorably than
individuals without service animals.

Care and Supervision: The School District is not responsible for the care
or supervision of a service animal. The handler is solely responsible for
the care and supervision of the service animal including, but not limited to,
feeding, watering, cleaning, and toileting. Neither the District nor its staff
will assume such responsibilities.

Tether: A service animal must have a harness, leash or other tether,
unless: (a) the handler is unable to use a harness, leash, or other tether
because of a disability, or (b) the use of a harness, leash, or other tether
would interfere with the service animal’s safe and effective performance
of work or tasks. If either (a) or (b) applies, the service animal must be
under the handler’s control by voice, signals, or other effective means.

Control: A service animal must be under the control of its handler.

Removal: A school official may require a handler to remove a service
animal from District property, a district facility, a vehicle operated by or
on behalf of the District, or a school sponsored event, activity, or program
if the service animal is out of control and the handler does not take
effective action to control it, or the service animal is not housebroken. If
the District requires an individual with a disability to remove a service
animal, the individual may remain on District property, in a District
facility, in a District owned or operated vehicle, or at a school sponsored
event, activity, or program without having the service animal, unless the
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individual has violated a law or school rule or regulation that would
warrant the removal of the individual.

Liability: A handler who is accompanied by a service animal is liable for
any and all harm, injury, or damage caused by the service animal.

Iv. ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS FOR MINIATURE HORSES

A.

Only Reasonable Modifications Required: The School District must make
“reasonable” modifications in policies, practices, or procedures to permit the
use of a miniature horse by an individual with a disability if the miniature
horse has been individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit
of the individual with a disability.

Assessment Factors: In determining whether reasonable modifications can
be made to allow a miniature horse into a specific facility, the District may
consider the following factors:
1. The type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether the
facility can accommodate these features;

2. Whether the handler has sufficient control of the miniature horse;
3. Whether the miniature horse is housebroken; and
4. Whether the miniature horse's presence in a specific facility

compromises legitimate safety requirements that are necessary for
safe operation.

V. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR SERVICE ANIMALS

A.

Permitted Inquires: District staff generally may ask a handler or an
individual with a disability if an animal is required because of a disability
and, if so, what work or task the animal has been trained to perform.
However, District staff may not make these inquiries when it is readily
apparent that the animal is trained to do work or perform tasks for an
individual with a disability (e.g., the dog is observed guiding an individual
who is blind or has impaired vision, pulling a person's wheelchair, or
providing assistance with stability or balance to an individual with an
observable mobility disability).

Prohibited Inquires: District staff may not ask a handler or an individual
with a disability about the nature or extent of a disability. In addition,
District staff may not require documentation, such as proof that the animal
has been certified, trained, or licensed as a service animal.
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Vaccinations. Each handler is responsible for ensuring that the service
animal is properly vaccinated.

Allergies: If a student or employee notifies the District that he or she is
allergic to a service animal, the District will balance the rights of the
individuals involved. Generally, allergies that are not life threatening are
not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence of a service animal.

Fear of Animals: Fear of animals is not a valid reason for prohibiting the
presence of a service animal.

Working Status of Service Animals: Students, parents, and employees of
the District should not feed or pet a service animal without permission
from the handler. In addition, students, parents, and employees generally
should not seek to separate a service animal from its handler.

Notice Encouraged But Not Required: Students, parents, and employees
are encouraged, but not required, to notify the building principal if they
expect to be utilizing a service animal on a regular basis. This notification
will not be used to deny access to any program, service, activity, or
benefit. Rather, this notification will be used to provide an opportunity for
discussion that is designed to assist the student or employee in
transitioning to the regular use of a service animal at school or work.
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IV.

INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE AND SAFETY POLICY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth policies and guidelines for access to the school district
computer system and acceptable and safe use of the Internet, including electronic
communications.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

In making decisions regarding student and employee access to the school district computer
system and the Internet, including electronic communications, the school district considers its
own stated educational mission, goals, and objectives. Electronic information research skills are
now fundamental to preparation of citizens and future employees. Access to the school district
computer system and to the Internet enables students and employees to explore thousands of
libraries, databases, bulletin boards, and other resources while exchanging messages with
people around the world. The school district expects that faculty will blend thoughtful use of
the school district computer system and the Internet throughout the curriculum and will provide
guidance and instruction to students in their use.

LIMITED EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE

The school district is providing students and employees with access to the school district
computer system, which includes Internet access. The purpose of the system is more specific
than providing students and employees with general access to the Internet. The school district
system has a limited educational purpose, which includes use of the system for classroom
activities, educational research, and professional or career development activities. Users are
expected to use Internet access through the district system to further educational and personal
goals consistent with the mission of the school district and school policies. Uses which might be
acceptable on a user’s private personal account on another system may not be acceptable on
this limited-purpose network.

USE OF SYSTEM IS A PRIVILEGE

The use of the school district system and access to use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right.
Depending on the nature and degree of the violation and the number of previous violations,
unacceptable use of the school district system or the Internet may result in one or more of the
following consequences: suspension or cancellation of use or access privileges; payments for
damages and repairs; discipline under other appropriate school district policies, including
suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of employment; or civil or criminal liability
under other applicable laws.

UNACCEPTABLE USES

A. While not an exhaustive list, the following uses of the school district system and Internet
resources or accounts are considered unacceptable:

1. Users will not use the school district system to access, review, upload, download,
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store, print, post, receive, transmit, or distribute:

a. pornographic, obscene, or sexually explicit material or other visual
depictions that are harmful to minors;

b. obscene, abusive, profane, lewd, wvulgar, rude, inflammatory,
threatening, disrespectful, or sexually explicit language;

C. materials that use language or images that are inappropriate in the
education setting or disruptive to the educational process;

d. information or materials that could cause damage or danger of
disruption to the educational process;

e. materials that use language or images that advocate violence or
discrimination toward other people (hate literature) or that may
constitute harassment or discrimination.

Users will not use the school district system to knowingly or recklessly post,
transmit, or distribute false or defamatory information about a person or
organization, or to harass another person, or to engage in personal attacks,
including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.

Users will not use the school district system to engage in any illegal act or violate
any local, state, or federal statute or law.

Users will not use the school district system to vandalize, damage, or disable
the property of another person or organization, will not make deliberate
attempts to degrade or disrupt equipment, software, or system performance by
spreading computer viruses or by any other means, will not tamper with, modify,
or change the school district system software, hardware, or wiring or take any
action to violate the school district’s security system, and will not use the school
district system in such a way as to disrupt the use of the system by other users.

Users will not use the school district system to gain unauthorized access to
information resources or to access another person’s materials, information, or
files without the implied or direct permission of that person.

Users will not use the school district system to post private information about
another person, personal contact information about themselves or other
persons, or other personally identifiable information, including, but not limited
to, addresses, telephone numbers, school addresses, work addresses,
identification numbers, account numbers, access codes or passwords, labeled
photographs, or other information that would make the individual’s identity
easily traceable, and will not repost a message that was sent to the user
privately without permission of the person who sent the message.

a. This paragraph does not prohibit the posting of employee contact
information on school district webpages or communications between
employees and other individuals when such communications are made
for education-related purposes (i.e., communications with parents or
other staff members related to students).

b. Employees creating or posting school-related webpages may include
personal contact information about themselves on a webpage. However,
employees may not post personal contact information or other
personally identifiable information about students unless:
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10.

(1) such information is classified by the school district as directory
information and verification is made that the school district has
not received notice from a parent/guardian or eligible student
that such information is not to be designated as directory
information in accordance with Policy 515; or

(2) such information is not classified by the school district as
directory information but written consent for release of the
information to be posted has been obtained from a
parent/guardian or eligible student in accordance with
Policy 515.

In addition, prior to posting any personal contact or personally
identifiable information on a school-related webpage, employees shall
obtain written approval of the content of the postings from the building
administrator.

C. These prohibitions specifically prohibit a user from utilizing the school
district system to post personal information about a user or another
individual on social networks, including, but not limited to, social
networks such as “Facebook,” “Twitter,” “Instagram,” “Snapchat,”
“TikTok,” “Reddit,” and similar websites or applications.

Users must keep all account information and passwords on file with the
designated school district official. Users will not attempt to gain unauthorized
access to the school district system or any other system through the school
district system, attempt to log in through another person’s account, or use
computer accounts, access codes, or network identification other than those
assigned to the user. Messages and records on the school district system may
not be encrypted without the permission of appropriate school authorities.

Users will not use the school district system to violate copyright laws or usage
licensing agreements, or otherwise to use another person’s property without the
person’s prior approval or proper citation, including the downloading or
exchanging of pirated software or copying software to or from any school
computer, and will not plagiarize works they find on the Internet.

Users will not use the school district system for conducting business, for
unauthorized commercial purposes, or for financial gain unrelated to the mission
of the school district. Users will not use the school district system to offer or
provide goods or services or for product advertisement. Users will not use the
school district system to purchase goods or services for personal use without
authorization from the appropriate school district official.

Users will not use the school district system to engage in bullying or
cyberbullying in violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition Policy. This
prohibition includes using any technology or other electronic communication off
school premises to the extent that student learning or the school environment
is substantially and materially disrupted.

The school district has a special interest in regulating off-campus speech that materially
disrupts classwork or involves substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others. A
student or employee engaging in the foregoing unacceptable uses of the Internet when
off school district premises also may be in violation of this policy as well as other school
district policies. Examples of such violations may include, but are not limited to, serious
or severe bullying or harassment targeting particular individuals, threats aimed at
teachers or other students, failure to follow rules concerning lessons, the writing of
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papers, the use of computers, or participation in other online school activities, and
breaches of school security devices. If the school district receives a report of an
unacceptable use originating from a non-school computer or resource, the school district
may investigate such reports to the best of its ability. Students or employees may be
subject to disciplinary action for such conduct, including, but not limited to, suspension
or cancellation of the use or access to the school district computer system and the
Internet and discipline under other appropriate school district policies, including
suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of employment.

If a user inadvertently accesses unacceptable materials or an unacceptable Internet site,
the user shall immediately disclose the inadvertent access to an appropriate school
district official. In the case of a school district employee, the immediate disclosure shall
be to the employee’s immediate supervisor and/or the building administrator. This
disclosure may serve as a defense against an allegation that the user has intentionally
violated this policy. In certain rare instances, a user also may access otherwise
unacceptable materials if necessary to complete an assignment and if done with the
prior approval of and with appropriate guidance from the appropriate teacher or, in the
case of a school district employee, the building administrator.

VI. FILTER

A.

With respect to any of its computers with Internet access, the school district will monitor
the online activities of both minors and adults and employ technology protection
measures during any use of such computers by minors and adults. The technology
protection measures utilized will block or filter Internet access to any visual depictions
that are:

1. Obscene;
2. Child pornography; or
3. Harmful to minors.

The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image file, or other
visual depiction that:

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in
nudity, sex, or excretion; or

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to
what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact,
actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the
genitals; and

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as
to minors.

Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate based
on viewpoint.

An administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the Superintendent may
disable the technology protection measure, during use by an adult, to enable access for
bona fide research or other lawful purposes.

The school district will educate students about appropriate online behavior, including
interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms and
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VII.

VIII.

IX.

cyberbullying awareness and response.

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES

Use of the school district computer system and use of the Internet shall be consistent with school
district policies and the mission of the school district.

LIMITED EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY

A.

By authorizing use of the school district system, the school district does not relinquish
control over materials on the system or contained in files on the system. Users should
expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files on the school district system.

Routine maintenance and monitoring of the school district system may lead to a
discovery that a user has violated this policy, another school district policy, or the law.

An individual investigation or search will be conducted if school authorities have a
reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school district

policy.

Parents may have the right at any time to investigate or review the contents of their
child’s files and e-mail files in accordance with the school district’s Protection and Privacy
of Pupil Records Policy. Parents have the right to request the termination of their child’s
individual account at any time.

School district employees should be aware that the school district retains the right at
any time to investigate or review the contents of their files and e-mail files. In addition,
school district employees should be aware that data and other materials in files
maintained on the school district system may be subject to review, disclosure, or
discovery under Minnesota Statutes chapter 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act).

The school district will cooperate fully with local, state and federal authorities in any
investigation concerning or related to any illegal activities or activities not in compliance
with school district policies conducted through the school district system.

INTERNET USE AGREEMENT

A.

The proper use of the Internet, and the educational value to be gained from proper
Internet use, is the joint responsibility of students, parents, and employees of the school
district.

This policy requires the permission of and supervision by the school’s designated
professional staff before a student may use a school account or resource to access the
Internet.

The Internet Use Agreement form for students must be read and signed by the user,
the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher. The Internet Use Agreement form
for employees must be signed by the employee. The form must then be filed at the
school office. As supervising teachers change, the agreement signed by the new teacher
shall be attached to the original agreement.

LIMITATION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY

Use of the school district system is at the user’s own risk. The system is provided on an “as is,
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XI.

as available” basis. The school district will not be responsible for any damage users may suffer,
including, but not limited to, loss, damage, or unavailability of data stored on school district
diskettes, tapes, hard drives, or servers, or for delays or changes in or interruptions of service
or misdeliveries or nondeliveries of information or materials, regardless of the cause. The school
district is not responsible for the accuracy or quality of any advice or information obtained
through or stored on the school district system. The school district will not be responsible for
financial obligations arising through unauthorized use of the school district system or the
Internet.

USER NOTIFICATION

A. All users shall be notified of the school district policies relating to Internet use.
B. This notification shall include the following:
1. Notification that Internet use is subject to compliance with school district
policies.
2. Disclaimers limiting the school district’s liability relative to:
a. Information stored on school district diskettes, hard drives, or servers.
b. Information retrieved through school district computers, networks, or

online resources.

C. Personal property used to access school district computers, networks,
or online resources.

d. Unauthorized financial obligations resulting from use of school district
resources/accounts to access the Internet.

3. A description of the privacy rights and limitations of school sponsored/managed
Internet accounts.

4. Notification that, even though the school district may use technical means to
limit student Internet access, these limits do not provide a foolproof means for
enforcing the provisions of this acceptable use policy.

5. Notification that goods and services can be purchased over the Internet that
could potentially result in unwanted financial obligations and that any financial
obligation incurred by a student through the Internet is the sole responsibility
of the student and/or the student’s parents.

6. Notification that the collection, creation, reception, maintenance, and
dissemination of data via the Internet, including electronic communications, is
governed by Public and Private Personnel Data Policy, and Protection and Privacy
of Pupil Records Policy.

7. Notification that, should the user violate the school district’s acceptable use
policy, the user’s access privileges may be revoked, school disciplinary action
may be taken and/or appropriate legal action may be taken.

8. Notification that all provisions of the acceptable use policy are subordinate to

local, state, and federal laws.
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XII. PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY; NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT INTERNET USE

A.

Outside of school, parents bear responsibility for the same guidance of Internet use as
they exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, radio, movies,
and other possibly offensive media. Parents are responsible for monitoring their
student’s use of the school district system and of the Internet if the student is accessing
the school district system from home or a remote location.

Parents will be notified that their students will be using school district
resources/accounts to access the Internet and that the school district will provide
parents the option to request alternative activities not requiring Internet access. This
notification should include:

1. A copy of the user notification form provided to the student user.
2. A description of parent/guardian responsibilities.
3. A notification that the parents have the option to request alternative educational

activities not requiring Internet access and the material to exercise this option.

4. A statement that the Internet Use Agreement must be signed by the user, the
parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher prior to use by the student.

5. A statement that the school district’'s acceptable use policy is available for
parental review.

XIII. NOTIFICATION REGARDING TECHNOLOGY PROVIDERS

A.

“Technology provider” means a person who:

1. contracts with the school district, as part of a one-to-one program or otherwise,
to provide a school-issued device for student use; and

2. creates, receives, or maintains educational data pursuant or incidental to a
contract with the school district.

“Parent” means a parent of a student and includes a natural parent, a guardian, or an
individual acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or a guardian.

Within 30 days of the start of each school year, the school district must give parents
and students direct and timely notice, by United States mail, e-mail, or other direct form
of communication, of any curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider
contract affecting a student’s educational data. The notice must:

1. identify each curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider with access
to educational data;

2. identify the educational data affected by the curriculum, testing, or assessment
technology provider contract; and

3. include information about the contract inspection and provide contact
information for a school department to which a parent or student may direct
questions or concerns regarding any program or activity that allows a
curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider to access a student’s
educational data.
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The school district must provide parents and students an opportunity to inspect a
complete copy of any contract with a technology provider.

A contract between a technology provider and the school district must include
requirements to ensure appropriate security safeguards for educational data. The
contract must require that:

1. the technology provider’'s employees or contractors have access to educational
data only if authorized; and

2. the technology provider’'s employees or contractors may be authorized to access
educational data only if access is necessary to fulfill the official duties of the
employee or contractor.

All educational data created, received, maintained, or disseminated by a technology
provider pursuant or incidental to a contract with a public educational agency or
institution are not the technology provider’s property.

XIV. SCHOOL-ISSUED DEVICES

A.

“School-issued device” means hardware or software that the school district, acting
independently or with a technology provider, provides to an individual student for that
student’s dedicated personal use. A school-issued device includes a device issued
through a one-to-one program.

Except as provided in paragraph C, the school district or a technology provider must not
electronically access or monitor:

1. any location-tracking feature of a school-issued device;

2. any audio or visual receiving, transmitting, or recording feature of a school-
issued device; or

3. student interactions with a school-issued device, including but not limited to
keystrokes and web-browsing activity.

The school district or a technology provider may only engage in activities prohibited by
paragraph B if:

1. the activity is limited to a noncommercial educational purpose for instruction,
technical support, or exam-proctoring by school district employees, student
teachers, staff contracted by the school district, a vendor, or the Minnesota
Department of Education, and notice is provided in advance;

2. the activity is permitted under a judicial warrant;

3. the school district is notified or becomes aware that the device is missing or
stolen;

4. the activity is necessary to respond to an imminent threat to life or safety and

the access is limited to that purpose;

5. the activity is necessary to comply with federal or state law, including but not
limited to Minnesota Statutes section 121A.031; or
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XV.

XVI.

XVII.

D.

6. the activity is necessary to participate in federal or state funding programs,
including but not limited to the E-Rate program.

If the school district or a technology provider interacts with a school-issued device as
provided in paragraph C, clause 4, it must, within 72 hours of the access, notify the
student to whom the school-issued device was issued or that student’s parent and
provide a written description of the interaction, including which features of the device
were accessed and a description of the threat. This notice is not required at any time
when the notice itself would pose an imminent threat to life or safety, but must instead
be given within 72 hours after that imminent threat has ceased.

CELL PHONE USE

Students are prohibited from using cell phones and other electronic communication
devices during the instructional day. Students also are prohibited from using a cell phone
or other electronic communication device to engage in conduct prohibited by school
district policies including, but not limited to, cheating, bullying, harassment, and
malicious and sadistic conduct.

If the school district has a reasonable suspicion that a student has violated a school
policy, rule, or law by use of a cell phone or other electronic communication device, the
school district may search the device. The search of the device will be reasonably related
in scope to the circumstances justifying the search.

Students who use an electronic communication device during the school day and/or in
violation of school district policies may be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to the
school district’s discipline policy. In addition, a student’s cell phone or electronic
communication device may be confiscated by the school district and, if applicable,
provided to law enforcement. Cell phones or other electronic communication devices
that are confiscated and retained by the school district will be returned in accordance
with school building procedures.

LIMIT ON SCREEN TIME FOR CHILDREN IN PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN

A child in a publicly funded preschool or kindergarten program may not use an individual-use
screen, such as a tablet, smartphone, or other digital media, without engagement from a teacher
or other students. This section does not apply to a child for whom the school has an
individualized family service plan, an individualized education program, or a 504 plan in effect.

IMPLEMENTATION; POLICY REVIEW

A.

The school district administration may develop appropriate user notification forms,
guidelines, and procedures necessary to implement this policy for submission to the
school board for approval. Upon approval by the school board, such guidelines, forms,
and procedures shall be an addendum to this policy.

The administration shall revise the user notifications, including student and parent
notifications, if necessary, to reflect the adoption of these guidelines and procedures.

The school district Internet policies and procedures are available for review by all
parents, guardians, staff, and members of the community.

Because of the rapid changes in the development of the Internet, the school board shall conduct
an annual review of this policy.
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Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act

Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.166 (Limit on Screen Time for Children in Preschool and
Kindergarten)

Minn. Stat. § 125B.15 (Internet Access for Students)

Minn. Stat. § 125B.26 (Telecommunications/Internet Access Equity Act)

15 U.S.C. § 6501 et seq. (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act)

17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (Copyrights)

20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)

47 U.S.C. § 254 (Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 (CIPA))

47 C.F.R. § 54.520 (FCC rules implementing CIPA)

Mahanoy Area Sch. Dist. v. B.L., 594 U.S. , 141 S. Ct. 2038 (2021)

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)

United States v. Amer. Library Assoc., 539 U.S. 1942003)

Sagehorn v. Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 728, 122 F.Supp.2d 842 (D. Minn. 2015)
R.S. v. Minnewaska Area Sch. Dist. No. 2149, 894 F.Supp.2d 1128 (D. Minn.
2012)

Tatro v. Univ. of Minnesota, 800 N.W.2d 811 (Minn. App. 2011), aff'd on other
grounds 816 N.W.2d 509 (Minn. 2012)

S.J.W. v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 696 F.3d 771 (8t Cir. 2012)

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc. v. Camdenton R-III
Sch. Dist., 853 F.Supp.2d 888 (W.D. Mo. 2012)

M.T. v. Cent. York Sch. Dist., 937 A.2d 538 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2007)

Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School District Employees)
Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)

Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premises
by Students and Employees)

Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)

Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)

Policy 519 (Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies)

Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)

Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Grievance Procedures and Process)
Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)

Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)

Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials)

Policy 806 (Crisis Management Policy)

Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District Property by Nonschool
Persons)
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II1.

I1I1.

IvV.

INTERNET, TECHNOLOGY, AND CELL PHONE ACCEPTABLE USE AND SAFETY POLICY

[NOTE: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth policies and guidelines for access to the school district
computer system and acceptable and safe use of the Internet, including electronic
communications.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

In making decisions regarding student and employee access to the school district computer
system and the Internet, including electronic communications, the school district considers its
own stated educational mission, goals, and objectives. Electronic information research skills are
now fundamental to preparation of citizens and future employees. Access to the school district
computer system and to the Internet enables students and employees to explore thousands of
libraries, databases, bulletin boards, and other resources while exchanging messages with
people around the world. The school district expects that faculty will blend thoughtful use of
the school district computer system and the Internet throughout the curriculum and will provide
guidance and instruction to students in their use.

LIMITED EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE

The school district is providing students and employees with access to the school district
computer system, which includes Internet access. The purpose of the system is more specific
than providing students and employees with general access to the Internet. The school district
system has a limited educational purpose, which includes use of the system for classroom
activities, educational research, and professional or career development activities. Users are
expected to use Internet access through the district system to further educational and personal
goals consistent with the mission of the school district and school policies. Uses which might be
acceptable on a user’s private personal account on another system may not be acceptable on
this limited-purpose network.

USE OF SYSTEM IS A PRIVILEGE

The use of the school district system and access to use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right.
Depending on the nature and degree of the violation and the number of previous violations,
unacceptable use of the school district system or the Internet may result in one or more of the
following consequences: suspension or cancellation of use or access privileges; payments for
damages and repairs; discipline under other appropriate school district policies, including
suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of employment; or civil or criminal liability
under other applicable laws.

UNACCEPTABLE USES

A. While not an exhaustive list, the following uses of the school district system and Internet
resources or accounts are considered unacceptable:
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Users will not use the school district system to access, review, upload, download,
store, print, post, receive, transmit, or distribute:

a. pornographic, obscene, or sexually explicit material or other visual
depictions that are harmful to minors;

b. obscene, abusive, profane, lewd, wvulgar, rude, inflammatory,
threatening, disrespectful, or sexually explicit language;

C. materials that use language or images that are inappropriate in the
education setting or disruptive to the educational process;

d. information or materials that could cause damage or danger of
disruption to the educational process;

e. materials that use language or images that advocate violence or
discrimination toward other people (hate literature) or that may
constitute harassment or discrimination.

Users will not use the school district system to knowingly or recklessly post,
transmit, or distribute false or defamatory information about a person or
organization, or to harass another person, or to engage in personal attacks,
including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.

Users will not use the school district system to engage in any illegal act or violate
any local, state, or federal statute or law.

Users will not use the school district system to vandalize, damage, or disable
the property of another person or organization, will not make deliberate
attempts to degrade or disrupt equipment, software, or system performance by
spreading computer viruses or by any other means, will not tamper with, modify,
or change the school district system software, hardware, or wiring or take any
action to violate the school district’s security system, and will not use the school
district system in such a way as to disrupt the use of the system by other users.

Users will not use the school district system to gain unauthorized access to
information resources or to access another person’s materials, information, or
files without the implied or direct permission of that person.

Users will not use the school district system to post private information about
another person, personal contact information about themselves or other
persons, or other personally identifiable information, including, but not limited
to, addresses, telephone numbers, school addresses, work addresses,
identification numbers, account numbers, access codes or passwords, labeled
photographs, or other information that would make the individual’s identity
easily traceable, and will not repost a message that was sent to the user
privately without permission of the person who sent the message.

[NOTE: School districts should consider the impact of this paragraph on
present practices and procedures, including, but not limited to,
practices pertaining to employee communications, school or classroom
websites, and student/employee use of social networking websites.
Depending upon school district policies and practices, school districts
may wish to add one or more of the following clarifying paragraphs.]

a. This paragraph does not prohibit the posting of employee contact
information on school district webpages or communications between

524-2



10.

employees and other individuals when such communications are made
for education-related purposes (i.e., communications with parents or
other staff members related to students).

b. Employees creating or posting school-related webpages may include
personal contact information about themselves on a webpage. However,
employees may not post personal contact information or other
personally identifiable information about students unless:

(1) such information is classified by the school district as directory
information and verification is made that the school district has
not received notice from a parent/guardian or eligible student
that such information is not to be designated as directory
information in accordance with Policy 515; or

(2) such information is not classified by the school district as
directory information but written consent for release of the
information to be posted has been obtained from a
parent/guardian or eligible student in accordance with
Policy 515.

In addition, prior to posting any personal contact or personally
identifiable information on a school-related webpage, employees shall
obtain written approval of the content of the postings from the building
administrator.

C. These prohibitions specifically prohibit a user from utilizing the school
district system to post personal information about a user or another
individual on social networks, including, but not limited to, social
networks such as “Facebook,” “Twitter,” “Instagram,” “Snapchat,”
“TikTok,” “Reddit,” and similar websites or applications.

Users must keep all account information and passwords on file with the
designated school district official. Users will not attempt to gain unauthorized
access to the school district system or any other system through the school
district system, attempt to log in through another person’s account, or use
computer accounts, access codes, or network identification other than those
assigned to the user. Messages and records on the school district system may
not be encrypted without the permission of appropriate school authorities.

Users will not use the school district system to violate copyright laws or usage
licensing agreements, or otherwise to use another person’s property without the
person’s prior approval or proper citation, including the downloading or
exchanging of pirated software or copying software to or from any school
computer, and will not plagiarize works they find on the Internet.

Users will not use the school district system for conducting business, for
unauthorized commercial purposes, or for financial gain unrelated to the mission
of the school district. Users will not use the school district system to offer or
provide goods or services or for product advertisement. Users will not use the
school district system to purchase goods or services for personal use without
authorization from the appropriate school district official.

Users will not use the school district system to engage in bullying or
cyberbullying in violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition Policy. This
prohibition includes using any technology or other electronic communication off
school premises to the extent that student learning or the school environment
is substantially and materially disrupted.
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B. The school district has a special interest in regulating off-campus speech that materially
disrupts classwork or involves substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others. A
student or employee engaging in the foregoing unacceptable uses of the Internet when
off school district premises also may be in violation of this policy as well as other school
district policies. Examples of such violations may include, but are not limited to, serious
or severe bullying or harassment targeting particular individuals, threats aimed at
teachers or other students, failure to follow rules concerning lessons, the writing of
papers, the use of computers, or participation in other online school activities, and
breaches of school security devices. If the school district receives a report of an
unacceptable use originating from a non-school computer or resource, the school district
may investigate such reports to the best of its ability. Students or employees may be
subject to disciplinary action for such conduct, including, but not limited to, suspension
or cancellation of the use or access to the school district computer system and the
Internet and discipline under other appropriate school district policies, including
suspension, expulsion, exclusion, or termination of employment.

C. If a user inadvertently accesses unacceptable materials or an unacceptable Internet site,
the user shall immediately disclose the inadvertent access to an appropriate school
district official. In the case of a school district employee, the immediate disclosure shall
be to the employee’s immediate supervisor and/or the building administrator. This
disclosure may serve as a defense against an allegation that the user has intentionally
violated this policy. In certain rare instances, a user also may access otherwise
unacceptable materials if necessary to complete an assignment and if done with the
prior approval of and with appropriate guidance from the appropriate teacher or, in the
case of a school district employee, the building administrator.

VI. FILTER

[NOTE: Pursuant to state law, school districts are required to restrict access to inappropriate
materials on school computers with Internet access. School districts seeking technology
revenue pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 125B.26 or certain federal funding, such as
e-rate discounts, for purposes of Internet access and connection services and/or receive
funds to purchase Internet accessible computers are subject to the federal Children’s
Internet Protection Act, effective in 2001. Those districts are required to comply with
additional standards in restricting possible access to inappropriate materials. Therefore,
school districts should select one of the following alternative sections depending upon
whether the school district is seeking such funding and the type of funding sought.]

ALTERNATIVE NO. 1

[NOTE: For a school district that does not seek either state or federal funding in connection
with its computer system, the following language should be adopted. It reflects a mandatory
requirement under Minnesota Statutes, section 125B.15.]

All computers equipped with Internet access and available for student use at each school site will be
equipped to restrict, by use of available software filtering technology or other effective methods, all
student access to materials that are reasonably believed to be obscene, child pornography or harmful
to minors under state or federal law. Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall
not discriminate based on viewpoint.

[NOTE: The purchase of filtering technology is not required by state law if the school site
would incur more than incidental expense in making the purchase. In the absence of filtering
technology, school sites still are required to use “other effective methods"” to restrict student
access to such materials.]
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ALTERNATIVE NO. 2

[NOTE: Technology revenue is available to school districts that meet the additional condition
of also restricting adult access to inappropriate materials. School districts that seek such
state technology revenue may adopt or retain the following language. However, the school
district is not required to do so.]

A. All school district computers with Internet access and available for student use will be
equipped to restrict, by use of available software filtering technology or other effective
methods, all student access to materials that are reasonably believed to be obscene,
child pornography or harmful to minors under state or federal law.

B. All school district computers with Internet access, not just those accessible and available
to students, will be equipped to restrict, by use of available software filtering technology
or other effective methods, adult access to materials that are reasonably believed to be
obscene or child pornography under state or federal law.

C. Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate based
on viewpoint.

ALTERNATIVE NO. 3

[NOTE: School districts that receive certain federal funding, such as e-rate discounts, for
purposes of Internet access and connection services and/or receive funds to purchase
Internet accessible computers are subject to the federal Children’s Internet Protection Act,
effective in 2001. This law requires school districts to adopt an Internet safety policy that
contains the provisions set forth below. Also, the Act requires such school districts to provide
reasonable notice and hold at least one public hearing or meeting to address the proposed
Internet safety policy prior to its implementation. School districts that do not seek such
federal financial assistance need not adopt the alternative language set forth below nor meet
the requirements with respect to a public meeting to review the policy. The following
alternative language for school districts that seek such federal financial assistance satisfies
both state and federal law requirements.]

A. With respect to any of its computers with Internet access, the school district will monitor
the online activities of both minors and adults and employ technology protection
measures during any use of such computers by minors and adults. The technology
protection measures utilized will block or filter Internet access to any visual depictions
that are:

1. Obscene;
2. Child pornography; or
3. Harmful to minors.

B. The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image file, or other
visual depiction that:

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in
nudity, sex, or excretion; or

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to
what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact,
actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the
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VII.

VIII.

genitals; and

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as
to minors.

Software filtering technology shall be narrowly tailored and shall not discriminate based
on viewpoint.

An administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the Superintendent may
disable the technology protection measure, during use by an adult, to enable access for
bona fide research or other lawful purposes.

The school district will educate students about appropriate online behavior, including
interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms and
cyberbullying awareness and response.

[NOTE: Although school districts are not required to adopt the more restrictive
provisions contained in either Alternative No. 2 or No. 3 if they do not seek
state or federal funding, they may choose to adopt the more restrictive
provisions as a matter of school policy.]

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES

Use of the school district computer system and use of the Internet shall be consistent with school
district policies and the mission of the school district.

LIMITED EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY

A.

By authorizing use of the school district system, the school district does not relinquish
control over materials on the system or contained in files on the system. Users should
expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files on the school district system.

Routine maintenance and monitoring of the school district system may lead to a
discovery that a user has violated this policy, another school district policy, or the law.

An individual investigation or search will be conducted if school authorities have a
reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school district

policy.

Parents may have the right at any time to investigate or review the contents of their
child’s files and e-mail files in accordance with the school district’s Protection and Privacy
of Pupil Records Policy. Parents have the right to request the termination of their child’s
individual account at any time.

School district employees should be aware that the school district retains the right at
any time to investigate or review the contents of their files and e-mail files. In addition,
school district employees should be aware that data and other materials in files
maintained on the school district system may be subject to review, disclosure, or
discovery under Minnesota Statutes chapter 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act).

The school district will cooperate fully with local, state and federal authorities in any

investigation concerning or related to any illegal activities or activities not in compliance
with school district policies conducted through the school district system.

524-6



IX.

XI.

INTERNET USE AGREEMENT

A. The proper use of the Internet, and the educational value to be gained from proper
Internet use, is the joint responsibility of students, parents, and employees of the school
district.

B. This policy requires the permission of and supervision by the school’s designated
professional staff before a student may use a school account or resource to access the
Internet.

C. The Internet Use Agreement form for students must be read and signed by the user,
the parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher. The Internet Use Agreement form
for employees must be signed by the employee. The form must then be filed at the
school office. As supervising teachers change, the agreement signed by the new teacher
shall be attached to the original agreement.

LIMITATION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY

Use of the school district system is at the user’s own risk. The system is provided on an “as is,
as available” basis. The school district will not be responsible for any damage users may suffer,
including, but not limited to, loss, damage, or unavailability of data stored on school district
diskettes, tapes, hard drives, or servers, or for delays or changes in or interruptions of service
or misdeliveries or nondeliveries of information or materials, regardless of the cause. The school
district is not responsible for the accuracy or quality of any advice or information obtained
through or stored on the school district system. The school district will not be responsible for
financial obligations arising through unauthorized use of the school district system or the
Internet.

USER NOTIFICATION

A. All users shall be notified of the school district policies relating to Internet use.
B. This notification shall include the following:
1. Notification that Internet use is subject to compliance with school district
policies.
2. Disclaimers limiting the school district’s liability relative to:
a. Information stored on school district diskettes, hard drives, or servers.
b. Information retrieved through school district computers, networks, or

online resources.

C. Personal property used to access school district computers, networks,
or online resources.

d. Unauthorized financial obligations resulting from use of school district
resources/accounts to access the Internet.

3. A description of the privacy rights and limitations of school sponsored/managed
Internet accounts.

4. Notification that, even though the school district may use technical means to
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limit student Internet access, these limits do not provide a foolproof means for
enforcing the provisions of this acceptable use policy.

5. Notification that goods and services can be purchased over the Internet that
could potentially result in unwanted financial obligations and that any financial
obligation incurred by a student through the Internet is the sole responsibility
of the student and/or the student’s parents.

6. Notification that the collection, creation, reception, maintenance, and
dissemination of data via the Internet, including electronic communications, is
governed by Public and Private Personnel Data Policy, and Protection and Privacy
of Pupil Records Policy.

7. Notification that, should the user violate the school district’s acceptable use
policy, the user’s access privileges may be revoked, school disciplinary action
may be taken and/or appropriate legal action may be taken.

8. Notification that all provisions of the acceptable use policy are subordinate to
local, state, and federal laws.

XII. PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY; NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT INTERNET USE

A.

Outside of school, parents bear responsibility for the same guidance of Internet use as
they exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, radio, movies,
and other possibly offensive media. Parents are responsible for monitoring their
student’s use of the school district system and of the Internet if the student is accessing
the school district system from home or a remote location.

Parents will be notified that their students will be using school district
resources/accounts to access the Internet and that the school district will provide
parents the option to request alternative activities not requiring Internet access. This
notification should include:

1. A copy of the user notification form provided to the student user.
2. A description of parent/guardian responsibilities.
3. A notification that the parents have the option to request alternative educational

activities not requiring Internet access and the material to exercise this option.

4. A statement that the Internet Use Agreement must be signed by the user, the
parent or guardian, and the supervising teacher prior to use by the student.

5. A statement that the school district’'s acceptable use policy is available for
parental review.

XIII. NOTIFICATION REGARDING TECHNOLOGY PROVIDERS

A.

“Technology provider” means a person who:

1. contracts with the school district, as part of a one-to-one program or otherwise,
to provide a school-issued device for student use; and

2. creates, receives, or maintains educational data pursuant or incidental to a
contract with the school district.
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“Parent” means a parent of a student and includes a natural parent, a guardian, or an
individual acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or a guardian.

Within 30 days of the start of each school year, the school district must give parents
and students direct and timely notice, by United States mail, e-mail, or other direct form
of communication, of any curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider
contract affecting a student’s educational data. The notice must:

1. identify each curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider with access
to educational data;

2. identify the educational data affected by the curriculum, testing, or assessment
technology provider contract; and

3. include information about the contract inspection and provide contact
information for a school department to which a parent or student may direct
questions or concerns regarding any program or activity that allows a
curriculum, testing, or assessment technology provider to access a student’s
educational data.

The school district must provide parents and students an opportunity to inspect a
complete copy of any contract with a technology provider.

A contract between a technology provider and the school district must include
requirements to ensure appropriate security safeguards for educational data. The
contract must require that:

1. the technology provider’s employees or contractors have access to educational
data only if authorized; and

2. the technology provider’s employees or contractors may be authorized to access
educational data only if access is necessary to fulfill the official duties of the
employee or contractor.

All educational data created, received, maintained, or disseminated by a technology
provider pursuant or incidental to a contract with a public educational agency or
institution are not the technology provider’s property.

XIV. SCHOOL-ISSUED DEVICES

A.

“School-issued device” means hardware or software that the school district, acting
independently or with a technology provider, provides to an individual student for that
student’s dedicated personal use. A school-issued device includes a device issued
through a one-to-one program.

Except as provided in paragraph C, the school district or a technology provider must not
electronically access or monitor:

1. any location-tracking feature of a school-issued device;

2. any audio or visual receiving, transmitting, or recording feature of a school-
issued device; or

3. student interactions with a school-issued device, including but not limited to
keystrokes and web-browsing activity.
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XV.

C. The school district or a technology provider may only engage in activities prohibited by
paragraph B if:

1. the activity is limited to a noncommercial educational purpose for instruction,
technical support, or exam-proctoring by school district employees, student
teachers, staff contracted by the school district, a vendor, or the Minnesota
Department of Education, and notice is provided in advance;

2. the activity is permitted under a judicial warrant;

3. the school district is notified or becomes aware that the device is missing or
stolen;

4. the activity is necessary to respond to an imminent threat to life or safety and

the access is limited to that purpose;

5. the activity is necessary to comply with federal or state law, including but not
limited to Minnesota Statutes section 121A.031; or

6. the activity is necessary to participate in federal or state funding programs,
including but not limited to the E-Rate program.

D. If the school district or a technology provider interacts with a school-issued device as
provided in paragraph C, clause 4, it must, within 72 hours of the access, notify the
student to whom the school-issued device was issued or that student’s parent and
provide a written description of the interaction, including which features of the device
were accessed and a description of the threat. This notice is not required at any time
when the notice itself would pose an imminent threat to life or safety, but must instead
be given within 72 hours after that imminent threat has ceased.

CELL PHONE USE

The school board directs the superintendent and school district administration to establish rules
and procedures regarding student possession and use of cell phones in schools. These rules
and procedures should seek to minimize the impact of cell phones on student behavior, mental
health, and academic attainment. These rules and procedures may be designed for specific
school buildings, grade levels, or similar criteria.

[NOTE: In 2024, the Minnesota legislature enacted a law requiring that school districts
adopt a policy on students’ possession and use of cell phones in school by March 15,
2025. This law does not state that school districts must incorporate specific language
or provisions in the school district policy.

MSBA recognizes the common practice of setting forth cell phone rules in a student
handbook or similar document. This Article directs school administration to establish
cell phone rules, which the school board may require be presented to the board for
approval. This approach enables administrators to craft flexible and specific rules that
are specific to grade levels and buildings. The school board may choose to set forth
general principles regarding cell phone use in this Article.

Under the new law, the Minnesota Elementary School Principals Association and the
Minnesota Association of Secondary School Principals will collaborate to make best
practices available to schools on a range of different strategies to achieve the goals

stated above.]
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XVI. LIMIT ON SCREEN TIME FOR CHILDREN IN PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN

A child in a publicly funded preschool or kindergarten program may not use an individual-use
screen, such as a tablet, smartphone, or other digital media, without engagement from a teacher
or other students. This section does not apply to a child for whom the school has an
individualized family service plan, an individualized education program, or a 504 plan in effect.

XVII. IMPLEMENTATION; POLICY REVIEW

A. The school district administration may develop appropriate user notification forms,
guidelines, and procedures necessary to implement this policy for submission to the
school board for approval. Upon approval by the school board, such guidelines, forms,
and procedures shall be an addendum to this policy.

B. The administration shall revise the user notifications, including student and parent
notifications, if necessary, to reflect the adoption of these guidelines and procedures.

C. The school district Internet policies and procedures are available for review by all
parents, guardians, staff, and members of the community.

D. Because of the rapid changes in the development of the Internet, the school board shall
conduct an annual review of this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act
Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.73 (School Cell Phone Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.166 (Limit on Screen Time for Children in Preschool and
Kindergarten)
Minn. Stat. § 125B.15 (Internet Access for Students)
Minn. Stat. § 125B.26 (Telecommunications/Internet Access Equity Act)
15 U.S.C. § 6501 et seq. (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act)
17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (Copyrights)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
47 U.S.C. § 254 (Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 (CIPA))
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Cross References:

47 C.F.R. § 54.520 (FCC rules implementing CIPA)

Mahanoy Area Sch. Dist. v. B.L., 594 U.S. 180, 141 S. Ct. 2038 (2021)

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)

United States v. Amer. Library Assoc., 539 U.S. 1942003)

Sagehorn v. Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 728, 122 F.Supp.2d 842 (D. Minn. 2015)
R.S. v. Minnewaska Area Sch. Dist. No. 2149, 894 F.Supp.2d 1128 (D. Minn.
2012)

Tatro v. Univ. of Minnesota, 800 N.W.2d 811 (Minn. App. 2011), aff'd on other
grounds 816 N.W.2d 509 (Minn. 2012)

S.J.W. v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 696 F.3d 771 (8t Cir. 2012)

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Inc. v. Camdenton R-III
Sch. Dist., 853 F.Supp.2d 888 (W.D. Mo. 2012)

M.T. v. Cent. York Sch. Dist., 937 A.2d 538 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2007)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials
on School Premises by Students and Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 519 (Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 522 (Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Grievance
Procedures and Process)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 806 (Crisis Management Policy)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District
Property by Nonschool Persons)
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SERVICE ANIMALS IN SCHOOLS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish parameters for the use of service animals by students,
employees, and visitors within school buildings and on school grounds.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Individuals with disabilities shall be permitted to bring their service animals into school buildings
or on school grounds in accordance with, and subject to, this policy.

DEFINITIONS

A.

Handler

A “handler” is an individual with a disability who uses a service animal. In the case of
an individual who is unable to care for and supervise the service animal for reasons such
as age or disability, “handler” means the person who cares for and supervises the animal
on that individual’s behalf. School district personnel are not responsible for the care,
supervision, or handling responsibilities of a service animal.

Service Animal

A “service animal” is a dog (regardless of breed or size) or miniature horse that is
individually trained to perform “work or tasks” for the benefit of an individual with a
disability, including an individual with a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or
mental disability. Other species of animals, whether wild or domestic, trained or
untrained, are not service animals. Service animals are working animals that perform
valuable functions; they are not pets. The work or tasks performed by the service animal
must be directly related to the individual’s disability. An animal accompanying an
individual for the sole purpose of providing emotional support, therapy, comfort, or
companionship is not a service animal.

Trainer

A “trainer” is a person who is training a service animal and is affiliated with a recognized
training program for service animals.

Work or Tasks
1. “Work or tasks” are those functions performed by a service animal.

2. Examples of “work or tasks” include, but are not limited to, assisting individuals
who are blind or have low vision with navigation and other tasks, alerting
individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to the presence of people or sounds,
providing non-violent protection or rescue work, pulling a wheelchair, assisting
an individual during a seizure, alerting individuals to the presence of allergens,
retrieving items such as medicine or the telephone, providing physical support
and assistance with balance and stability to individuals with mobility disabilities,
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IvV.

and helping persons with psychiatric and neurological disabilities by preventing
or interrupting impulsive or destructive behaviors.

3. The crime deterrent effects of an animal’s presence and the provision of
emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship are not “work or
tasks” for the purposes of this policy.

ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES; PERMITTED INQUIRIES

A.

In general, handlers (i.e., individuals with disabilities or trainers) are permitted to be
accompanied by their service animals in all areas of school district properties where
members of the public, students, and employees are allowed to go. A handler has the
right to be accompanied by a service animal whenever and to the same extent that the
handler has the right: (a) to be present on school district property or in school district
facilities; (b) to attend or participate in a school- sponsored event, activity, or program;
or (c) to be transported in a vehicle that is operated by or on behalf of the school district.

It is an unfair discriminatory practice to prohibit @ person with a disability from taking a

service animal into the public place or conveyance to aid persons with disabilities, and
if the service animal is properly harnessed or leashed so that the person with a disability
may maintain control of the service animal.

The school district shall not require a person with a disability to make an extra payment

o

im

Im

or pay an additional charge when taking a service animal into any school district
building.

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature revised Minn. Stat. 3631.19, as
reflected in Paragraphs B. and C.]

When an individual with a disability brings a service animal to a school district property,
school district employees shall not ask about the nature or extent of a person’s disability,
but may make the following two inquiries to determine whether the animal qualifies as
a service animal:

1. Is the service animal required because of a disability; and
2. What work or tasks is the service animal trained to perform.

School district employees shall not make these inquiries of an individual with a disability
bringing a service animal to school district property when it is readily apparent that an
animal is trained to do work or perform tasks for an individual with a disability. However,
school district employees may inquire whether the individual with a disability has
completed and submitted the request form described in Part VI., below.

An individual with a disability may not be required to provide documentation such as
proof that the animal has been certified, trained, or licensed as a service animal.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SERVICE ANIMALS

A.

B.

The service animal must be required for the individual with a disability.

The service animal must be individually trained to do work or tasks for the benefit of
the individual with a disability.

A service animal must have a harness, leash, or other tether, unless either the handler
is unable, because of a disability, to use a harness, leash, or other tether, or the use of
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VI.

VII.

a harness, leash, or other tether would interfere with the service animal’s safe, effective
performance of work or tasks, in which case, the service animal must be otherwise under
the handler’s control (e.g., voice control, signals, or other effective means).

The service animal must be housebroken.

The service animal must be under the control of its handler at all times. The handler is
responsible for the care and supervision of a service animal, including walking the
service animal, feeding the service animal, grooming the service animal, providing
veterinary care to the service animal, and responding to the service animal’s need to
relieve itself, including the proper disposal of the service animal’s waste.

The school district is not responsible for providing a staff member to walk the service
animal or to provide any other care or assistance to the animal.

In the case of a student who is unable to care for and/or supervise his or her service
animal, the student’s parent/guardian is responsible for arranging for such care and
supervision. In the case of an employee or other individual who is unable to care for
and/or supervise his or her service animal, the employee or other individual’s authorized
representative is responsible for arranging for a service animal’s care and supervision.

The service animal must be properly licensed and vaccinated in accordance with
applicable state laws and local ordinances.

REQUESTING THE USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL AT SCHOOL

A.

Students with a disability seeking to be accompanied by a service animal are requested
to submit the Approval Request Form to the building principal of the school the student
attends. The principal will notify the superintendent or the administrator designated with
responsibility to address such requests. School district employees seeking to be
accompanied by a service animal are requested to submit the Approval Request Form
to the superintendent or the administrator designated with responsibility to address such
requests.

Students or employees seeking to bring a service animal onto district premises are
requested to identify whether the need for the service animal is required because of a
disability and to describe the work or tasks that the service animal is trained to perform.

The owner of the service animal shall provide written evidence that the service animal
has received all vaccinations required by state law or local ordinance.

REMOVAL OR EXCLUSION OF A SERVICE ANIMAL

A.

A school official may require a handler to remove a service animal from school district
property, a school building, or a school-sponsored program or activity, if:

1. Any of the requirements described in Part V., above, are not met.

2. The service animal is out of control and/or the handler does not effectively
control the animal’s behavior;

3. The presence of the service animal would fundamentally alter the nature of a
service, program or activity; or

4. The service animal behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to the health or
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VIII.

IX.

XI.

XII.

safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or otherwise poses a significant
health or safety risk to others that cannot be eliminated by reasonable
accommodations.

B. If the service animal is properly excluded, the school district shall give the individual
with a disability the opportunity to participate in the service, program, or activity without
the service animal, unless such individual has violated a law or school rule or regulation
that would warrant the removal of the individual.

ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS FOR MINIATURE HORSES

In assessing whether a miniature horse may be permitted in a school building or on school
grounds as a service animal, the following factors shall be considered:

A. The type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether the facility can
accommodate these features;

B. Whether the handler has sufficient control of the miniature horse;
C. Whether the miniature horse is housebroken; and
D. Whether the miniature horse’s presence in a specific building or on school grounds

compromises legitimate health and safety requirements.
ALLERGIES; FEAR OF ANIMALS

If a student or employee notifies the school district that he or she is allergic to a service animal,
the school district will balance the rights of the individuals involved. In general, allergies that
are not life threatening are not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence of a service animal.
Fear of animals is generally not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence of a service animal.

NON-SERVICE ANIMALS FOR STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION
PROGRAMS (IEPS) OR SECTION 504 PLANS

If a special education student or a student with a Section 504 plan seeks to bring an animal
onto school property that is not a service animal, the request shall be referred to the student’s
IEP team or Section 504 team, as appropriate, to determine whether the animal is necessary
for the student to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) or, in the case of a Section
504 student, to reasonably accommodate the student’s access to the school district’s programs
and activities.

NON-SERVICE ANIMAL AS AN ACCOMMODATION FOR EMPLOYEES

If an employee seeks to bring an animal onto school property that is not a service animal, the
request shall be referred to the superintendent or the administrator designated to handle such
requests. A school district employee who is a qualified individual with a disability will be allowed
to bring such animal onto school property when it is determined that such use is required to
enable the employee to perform the essential functions of his or her position or to enjoy the
benefits of employment in a manner comparable to those similarly situated non-disabled
employees.

LIABILITY

A. The owner of the service animal or non-service animal is responsible for any harm or
injury to an individual and for any property damage caused by the service animal while
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on school district property.

B. An individual who, directly or indirectly through statements or conduct, intentionally
misrepresents an animal in that person’s possession as a service animal may be subject
to criminal liability.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

28 C.F.R. § 35.104 (ADA Regulations)

28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7) (ADA Regulations)

28 C.F.R. § 35.136 (ADA Regulations)

20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)

Minn. Stat. § 256C.02 (Public Accommodations)

Minn. Stat. § 363A.19 (Discrimination Against Blind,-Deaf,-orOtherPersons-with
Physical-or-Senseory-Disabilities Prohibited)

Minn. Stat. § 609.226 (Harm Caused by Dog)

Minn. Stat. § 609.833 (Misrepresentation of Service Animal)

MSBA/MASA Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination Policy)
MSBA/MASA Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
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APPROVAL REQUEST FORM FOR USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL

Please turn in your request to the [Superintendent] OR [Director of Student Services] (Students)
or the [Superintendent] OR [Director of Human Resources] (Employees)

Student/Employee Name: Date:

Parent or authorized representative name(s) and contact information (please include email, phone
number, and address):

Building:

Type of service animal:

Name of service animal: Name of handler:

Is the service animal required because of a disability:

What work or tasks is the service animal trained to perform:

Checklist for Completion of Form

Attached is documentation that the service animal is:

Properly licensed
Properly and currently vaccinated

I have read and understand the School District’s policy regarding service animals and will abide by the
terms of the policy.

I understand that if my service animal: is out of control and/or the animal’s handler does not effectively
control the animal’s behavior; is not housebroken or the animal’s presence or behavior fundamentally
interferes in the functions of the School District; or behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to the
health or safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or otherwise poses a direct threat to the health
and safety of others that cannot be eliminated by reasonable modifications, the School District has the
discretion to exclude or remove my service animal from its property.

I agree to be responsible for any and all damage to School District property, personal property, and any
injuries to individuals caused by my service animal. I agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless
the School District, its school board members, administrators, employees, and agents, from and against
any and all claims, actions, suits, judgments, and demands brought by any party arising on account of,
or in connection with, any activity of or damage caused by my service animal.

Superintendent/Administrator Signature: Date:
Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:
Employee Signature: Date:

Note: This Registration/Agreement is valid until the end of the current school year. It must be renewed
prior to the start of each subsequent school year or whenever a different service animal will be
used.

Policy 535 Form
2022



Adopted: January 4, 2010

Revised:

535 LATEX FREE POLICY

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the district improves air quality by gradually
moving toward the goal of becoming latex free. The goal is to be latex free by 2010.

I1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall cease the purchase of any products containing latex when
there is an alternative available.

B. The school district will allow the limited use of products containing latex that are
currently in inventory unless allergies or asthma in students and staff prevent their
use in a classroom or other building locations. Products that should be used on a
limited basis are rubber bands, rubber cement and swim caps.

C. This policy specifically bans the use of gloves, and balloons containing latex
unless used to meet a specific educational goal and when an alternative is not
available.

D. It is the responsibility of every school district employee to comply with this

policy conscientiously.
II. PUBLICATION OF POLICY STATEMENT

These guidelines should be conveyed to the public and employees through school email
services, the School District Newsletter, the School District Web-Site, the Citizen Newspaper,
and via letters to local floral shops.
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536 SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS POLICY
L. PURPOSE

Organizations that operate a federally funded Child Nutrition Program must make

reasonable substitutions to meals and/or snacks on a case-by-case basis for participants

who are considered to have a disability that restricts their diet. The purpose of this policy
is to assist in identifying the responsibilities of school district personnel in managing the
special dietary needs of students.

II. STATEMENT

A. The school district recognizes the importance of addressing the nutrition
management of students with disabilities who have special dietary needs.

B. The school district also recognizes the need for communication among school food
and nutrition personnel, special education teachers, nursing and medical personnel,
school administrators, classroom teachers, support personnel, and parents in
management of the special dietary needs of students with disabilities.

III. DISABILITY DEFINITION

A. A person has a disability if he or she “has a physical or mental impairment which
substantially limits one or more major life activities, has a record of such an
impairment, or is regarded as having such an impairment.”

B. “Physical or mental impairment” means (1) any physiological disorder or
condition, cosmetic disfigurement, or anatomical loss affecting one or more of the
following body systems: Neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs;
respiratory, including speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive;
genitourinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or (2) any mental or
psychological disorder, such as mental retardation, organic brain syndrome,
emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. The term physical
or mental impairment includes, but is not limited to, such diseases and conditions
as orthopedic, visual, speech, and hearing impairments; cerebral palsy; epilepsy;
muscular dystrophy; multiple sclerosis, cancer; heart disease; diabetes; mental
retardation; emotional illness; and drug addiction and alcoholism.

C. “Major life activities” means functions such as caring for one's self, performing

manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and
working.
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“Has a record of such an impairment” means has a history of, or has been
misclassified as having, a mental or physical impairment that substantially limits
one or more major life activities.

“Is regarded as having an impairment” means (1) has a physical or mental
impairment that does not substantially limit major life activities but that is treated
by a recipient as constituting such a limitation; (2) has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits major life activities only as a result of the
attitudes of others towards such impairments, or (3) has none of the impairments
defined in paragraph (j) of this section but is treated by a recipient as having such
an impairment.

GUIDELINES

A.

Reasonably Accommodating Identified Disabilities: Sponsors or providers are
simply required to provide the participant a meal that is safe for them to consume,
allowing them equal opportunity to participate in the program. To the extent
possible, the meal or snack provided should follow the USDA meal pattern.

1) Sponsors or providers are not required to provide the specific brand names
requested.

2) Meal accommodations do not need to mirror the meal or menu item being
substituted. For example, if lasagna is on the menu, sponsors or providers
are not required to provide a gluten free lasagna option for a participant with
Celiac disease; they could provide beans and rice instead.

Dietary Preferences: These are not considered medical conditions or disabilities
and, thus, do not need to be accommodated.

1) These could include lifestyle choices such as vegan, vegetarian, or organic.
Religious choices, such as eliminating pork. General health concerns, such
as a preference that a child eat a gluten free diet because a parent believes
it is better for the child.

2) The school district will be accommodating only students who have been
determined by a recognized medical authority to have a disability requiring
a special diet.

3) In most cases, the special dietary needs of a person who does not have a
disability may be managed within the normal program meal service when a
variety of nutritious foods are made available to students, and the “Offer
versus Serve” provision (if applicable) is utilized to maximize a
participant’s choices. Whenever a food substitution(s) can be provided
within the framework of the regular meal pattern, a Special Diet Statement
is not needed.

State Law on Lactose Intolerance: Under MN State Statute 124D.114, schools are
required to make milk substitutions for students that are lactose intolerant. Upon a
written request from a parent or guardian, the school district will make available
lactose reduced milk; milk fortified with lactase in liquid, tablet, granular, or other
form; or milk to which lactobacillus acidophilus has been added. A physician’s
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signature is not required to request a milk substitution. Written request for a milk
substitution does not result in dairy free milk or meals.

IV.  SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS PROCESS

A.

References:

The family along with the licensed Physician, Physician Assistant, or an Advanced
Practice Registered Nurse (this does not include Chiropractor, Health Coach, or
Dietitian) completes the Special Diet Statement found on the district website.

a. The Special Diet Statement must contain the following information in order to
be considered complete:

i.  Food or allergen to be avoided
ii.  Explanation of how exposure would affect the participant
iii.  Food to be substituted
iv.  Signed off by a recognized medical authority (Physician, Physician
Assistant, or Advanced Practice Registered Nurse)

b. Individualized Education Plan (IEP): The Individualized Education Plan is the
management tool for students receiving special education related services. The
services prescribed in the IEP may include special meals so nutrition should be
a part of the IEP for a child who requires a special diet.

1. The IEP must include the same information that is required in a special
diet statement.

The school nurse who receives the Special Diet Statement will inform the Director

of Food Services.

The school nurse and Director of Food Services will orchestrate the roles of specific

individuals within the school setting as they relate to safely accommodating the

student and his/her special dietary needs(s).

It is important that all accommodations or changes to existing diet orders be

documented in writing for reference. The Special Diet Statement does not need to

be updated annually unless there are changes to the statement.

A discontinuation of a special diet will be followed when a written request from a

parent/guardian or recognized medical authority is received.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

National School Lunch, School Breakfast and Child and Adult Care Food
Program Regulations

MDE Special Diet Guidebook

MN State Statute 124D.114
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704

I1.

I11.

IVv.

DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF AN INVENTORY OF FIXED
ASSETS AND A FIXED ASSET ACCOUNTING SYSTEM

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the development and maintenance of an
inventory of the fixed assets of the school district and the establishment and maintenance
of a fixed asset accounting system.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that a fixed asset accounting system and an inventory of
fixed assets be developed and maintained.

DEVELOPMENT OF INVENTORY AND ACCOUNTING SYSTEM

The superintendent or such other school official as designated by the superintendent or the
school board shall be responsible for the development and maintenance of an inventory of
the fixed assets of the school district and for the establishment and maintenance of a formal
fixed asset accounting system. The accounting system shall be operated in compliance
with the applicable provisions of the Uniform Financial Accounting and Reporting
Standards for Minnesota School Districts (UFARS). In addition, the inventory shall
specify the location of all continued abstracts showing the conveyance of the property to
the school district; certificates of title showing title to the property in the school district;
title insurance policies; surveys; and other property records relating to the real property of
the school district.

CAPITALIZATION
Physical assets acquired with unit costs in excess of $5,000 are capitalized as property and
equipment on the District’s financial statements. Items with unit costs below this threshold

shall be expensed in the year purchased.

If an awarding agency requires a lower amount for equipment, ISD #726 will adhere to that
dollar amount only for that program or contract.

Capitalized property and equipment additions are accounted for at their historical cost and
all such assets, except land, are subject to depreciation over their estimated useful lives.

REPORT



The administration shall annually update the property records of the school district and
provide an inventory of the fixed assets of the school district to the school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School
Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.09 (Boards of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.51 (Schoolhouse and Sites; Uses for School and
Nonschool Purposes; Closings)

Cross References: Policy 702 (Accounting)
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722 PUBLIC DATA ACCESS REQUESTS
1. PURPOSE

Becker Public School District 726 (the “school district”) recognizes its responsibility for
transparency relative to the collection, maintenance, and dissemination of public data as provided
in state statutes.

2. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district will comply with the requirements of the Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (MGDPA), and Minn. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000 in responding to
requests for public data.

This policy will become effective on the date of its adoption by the school board.

3. DEFINITIONS

A. Government Data

“Government data’ means all data collected, created, received, maintained or disseminated

by the School District, regardless of its physical form, storage media, or conditions of use.”
Minn. Stat. § 13.02, subd. 7.

B. Requester

“Requester” as set forth in Minn. Stat. § 13.03, subd. 8, is defined as any individual who
makes a request under this policy to access school district government data.

C. Responsible Authority

“Responsible authority” means the individual designated by the school board as the individual
responsible for collecting data, classifying data as public or as non-public pursuant to statute,
maintaining the data, disseminating the data, and arranging for inspection and or copying of
data when requested. Until an individual is designated by the school board, the responsible
authority is the superintendent.

D. Inspection
“Inspection” means the in-person, visual inspection of government data. Inspection does not

include printing copies by the school district, unless printing a copy is the only method to
provide for inspection of the data. Public data that is maintained only in paper form will be
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made available to the requester for on-site inspection. Public data that is stored in digital or
electronic form will be made available to the requester for inspection on-site, utilizing the
school district’s own equipment.

E. Public Data
“Public data” means all government data unless otherwise classified by statute, or temporary
classification pursuant to statute or federal law, as nonpublic or protected nonpublic data, or

with respect to data on individuals as private or confidential data.

F. Summary Data

“Summary data” means statistical records and reports derived from data on individuals but in
which individuals are not identified and from which neither their identities nor any other
characteristic that could reasonably be used to identify an individual is ascertainable.
Summary data is presumptively public data unless otherwise classified pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes section 13.06, another statute, or federal law.

4. REQUEST FOR PUBLIC DATA
All requests for public data must be made in writing directed to the responsible authority.

1. A request for public data must include the following information:
a. Date the request is made;
b. A clear description of the data requested;

c. Identification of the form in which the data is to be provided (e.g., inspection,
copying, both inspection and copying, etc.); and

d. Method to contact the requester (such as phone number, address, or email address).

2. Unless as specifically authorized by statute, a requester is not required to explain the reason
for the data request or justify a request to gain access to public government data. A requester
may be asked to provide certain identifying or clarifying information for the purpose of
facilitating access to public government data sought.

3. The identity of the requester is public, if provided, but cannot be required by the school
district.

4. The responsible authority may seek clarification from the requester if the request is not
reasonably clear before providing a response to the data request.

B. The responsible authority will respond to a data request at reasonable times and places as
follows:

1. The responsible authority will notify the requester in writing as follows:
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a. The requested data does not exist; or

b. The requested data does exist but either all or a portion of the data is not accessible
to the requester; or

(1) If the responsible authority determines that the requested data is classified so
that access to the requester is denied, the responsible authority will inform the
requester of the determination in writing, as soon thereafter as possible, and shall
cite the specific statutory section, temporary classification, or specific provision
of federal law on which the determination is based.

(i1) Upon the request of a requester who is denied access to data, the responsible
authority shall certify in writing that the request has been denied and cite the
specific statutory section, temporary classification, or specific provision of
federal law upon which the denial was based.

c. The requested data does exist and arrange for inspection of the data if so requested.
If the requester seeks printed or digital copies of the data, provide the cost of such
copies and identify when the data will be available for pick-up, or indicate that upon
receipt of payment, the data will be sent by mail or email. If the requester does not
appear at the time and place established for inspection, or copies are not retrieved
within ten (10) business days after the requester is notified, then the school district
will conclude that the data is no longer wanted and consider the request closed.

2. The school district’s response time may be affected by the size and complexity of the
request, including necessary redactions of the data, and also by the number of requests made
within a particular period of time.

3. Upon request, the school district will provide an explanation of technical terminology,
abbreviations, or acronyms contained in the responsive data.

4. The school district is not required by the MGDPA to create or collect new data in response
to a data request, or to provide responsive data in a specific form or arrangement if the school
district does not usually keep the data in that form or arrangement in the school district’s
ordinary and usual data collection practices.

5. The school district is not required to respond to questions that are not about a particular
data request or requests for data in general.

5. REQUEST FOR SUMMARY DATA

A. A request for the preparation of summary data as defined in 3.F. shall be made in writing
directed to the responsible authority.

1. A request for the preparation of summary data must include the following information:

a. Date the request is made;
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b. A clear description of the data requested;

c. Identify the form in which the data is to be provided (e.g., inspection, copying,
both inspection and copying, etc.); and

d. Method to contact requester (phone number, address, or email address).

B. The responsible authority will respond within 10 business days of the receipt of a request
to prepare summary data and inform the requester of the following:

1.The estimated costs of preparing the summary data, if any; and
2. The summary data requested; or

3. A written statement describing a time schedule for preparing the requested summary
data, including reasons for any time delays, or

4. A written statement describing the reasons why the responsible authority has
determined that the requester’s access would compromise the private or confidential data.

C. The school district requires the requester to pre-pay all of the cost of creating the summary data
before the school district begins to prepare the summary data in accordance with the policy
provisions outlined below.

6. COSTS
A. Public Data Costs

1. The requester may not be charged for any copies made by the school district if not
specifically agreed to in writing by both the school district and the requester. Such
agreement will include a good faith estimate by the school district of the costs involved
and will promptly notify the requester if the actual costs will exceed the estimate and may
only be charged if requester expressly agrees to the additional costs in writing.

Should such a written agreement be made between the school district and the requester,
the school district will charge for copies provided as follows:

a. 100 or fewer pages of black and white, letter or legal sized paper copies will be
charged at 25 cents for a one-sided copy or 50 cents for a two-sided copy.

b. More than 100 printed pages or copies on other materials of printed data or printed
pages of electronic or digital data are charged based upon the actual cost of searching
for and retrieving the data and making the copies or electronically sending the data,
unless the cost is specifically set by statute or rule.

(1).The actual cost of making copies includes employee time, the cost of the
materials onto which the data is copied (paper, CD, DVD, flash drive, etc.), and
mailing costs (if any).
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(2). Also, if the school district does not have the capacity to make the copies,
e.g., photographs, the actual cost paid by the school district to an outside vendor
will be charged.

2. All charges must be paid for in advance of receiving the copies.
B. Summary Data Costs

1. Any costs incurred in the preparation of summary data shall be paid by the requester prior
to preparing or supplying the summary data.

2. The school district may assess reasonable costs associated with the preparation of summary
data as follows:

a. The reasonable cost of materials, including paper, the reasonable cost of the labor
required to prepare the copies, any schedule of standard copying charges established
by the school district, any reasonable special costs necessary to produce such copies
from a machine-based record-keeping system, including computers and microfilm
systems;

b. The school district may consider the reasonable value of the summary data
prepared and, where appropriate, reduce the costs assessed to the requester.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act); Minn.
Rules Part s 1205.0100-1205.2000.

Cross References:  Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)
Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)

722-5



Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504
Orig. 1995
Revised: Rev. 2023

504 STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

PLEASE NOTE: MINNESOTA SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO REVISE THEIR DRESS CODE POLICIES AT THIS TIME.

For the past year, the Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has engaged in a deep review of
Model Policy 504—Student Dress and Appearance.

The updates offered below reflect the key goals of permitting students to engage in their First
Amendment right to express themselves while maintaining a positive school environment in which
learning is promoted and students are protected from harm.

In updating Model Policy 504, MSBA seeks to promote and support local discussion and decision-
making. Alternative provisions are offered, such as on head wear and hats, in order to assist board
members as they create a policy that best fits their schools and their communities.

As Minnesota school districts review and revise their dress code policies, MSBA anticipates that it will
learn valuable lessons that can be shared with other schools throughout the state. The revisions
offered here are a starting point and are likely to be augmented in the future.

This model policy uses the term “dress code” to refer to the policy itself because of the longstanding
practice and community familiarity with the term. A school board can choose to use a different term,
such as “clothing,” to replace dress.

Minnesota school boards have considerable authority to decide whether to have a dress code policy at
all. Boards can choose the provisions the policy contains. School boards might choose to retain their
current dress code policy. Boards may opt to change some provisions and to keep others. Boards may
include language that does not appear in Model Policy 504.

The Minnesota legislature passed two laws in 2023 that are relevant to dress codes.

School boards may choose to engage with students, staff, parents and guardians, and others to craft a
dress code for the school district.

In light of the many local decision points that a dress code invites, MSBA decided to not attempt to
create a redline version that could be universal across the state.

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing expectations
that support educational goals. Students and their families have the primary and joint
responsibility for student clothing and appearance. Teachers and other district staff should
exemplify and reinforce student clothing and appearance standards and help students develop
an understanding of appropriate appearance in the school environment.

The school board is encouraged to draft a purpose statement that reflects the school
district’s mission and goals.

The dress code provisions offered below recognize that clothing is an expressive
activity protected under the First Amendment. The policy seeks to promote fair
treatment of all students and to reduce staff time spent monitoring student clothing.
School boards may choose to adopt all, some, or none of the suggested provisions.

© Minnesota School Boards Association 2023 504-1
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II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed suitably [or
appropriately] for school activities and in keeping with community standards.

As school boards create a school dress code, they often encounter challenges related
to subjective terms—such as appropriate, suitable, or community standards—that can
be vague and can vary from one person’s interpretation to another. School boards
may choose to provide more explicit provisions, such as are presented below.

B. A student’s clothing or appearance may not materially and substantially disrupt or
interfere with the educational mission, school environment, classwork, or school
activities. A student’s dress or appearance may not incite or contribute to substantial
disorder or invasion of the rights of others or pose a threat to the health or safety of the
student or others.

Unlike Paragraph A above, Paragraph B focuses upon potential effects upon learning,
discipline, and safety as it balances students’ right to express themselves. The
standards stated in Paragraph B draw upon the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Tinker
v. Des Moines Independent Community School District and subsequent decisions (see
Legal References below).

C. Students’ rights to choose their dress and appearance for school and school-related
activities will be protected provided that the clothing:

1. does not injure people or damage property;

2. does not materially and substantially disrupt or interfere with the educational
process or classwork;

3. does not interfere with the requirements of discipline in the operation of the
school or school activities, materially disrupt classwork;

4. does not involve substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others.

Such clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing for the weather.

2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.

3. Clothing for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

4. Footwear that does not present a safety hazard.

5. Headwear, including hats or head coverings, are allowed provided that it does
not cover the student’s face to the extent that the student is not identifiable.
Headgear must not interfere with the educational process. Hoodies must allow
the face and ears to be visible from the front and sides and must not interfere
with the line of sight to any student or staff including while the student wearing
the hoodie is seated. Students may wear headgear for a medical or religious
reason.

Across the nation, school boards have been encouraged to reconsider rules

regarding hats and other headwear. In recent years, Minnesota school districts
have developed a range of policies regarding hats and related headgear. Some
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districts have chosen to maintain a prohibition. Others have created
grade/building specific rules. Some boards have permitted hats while
prohibiting hoods.

A school board could choose to direct school building-level administration to

work with staff, students, and others to develop building-specific rules
regarding headwear.

6. Hair, including but not limited to hair texture and hair styles such as braids,
locks, and twists.

In 2023, the Minnesota legislature enacted the CROWN Act, which adds
Subparagraph 6 to the protections under the Minnesota Human Rights Act.

C. Student clothing may not include the following:
1. Option 1: Students may not wear inappropriate clothing.

Option 2: Extremely brief garments and see-through garments may not be
worn.

Option 3: Clothing must cover areas from one armpit across to the other armpit,
down to approximately 3 to 4 inches in length on the upper thighs (see image).

. must have straps

entire area from :
armpit to armpit |
to bottom of
3-4inchlength ! % 3-4inch length
must be covered | __ '

MSBA is grateful to the Roanoke County Public Schools (Virginia) for its permission to
incorporate this image in Model Policy 504.

The previous Model Policy 504 prohibited "“inappropriate” clothing and then
presented a short list of examples. Creating a comprehensive, clear definition
of “inappropriate” clothing presents significant challenges, as does reliance
upon a small list of examples of “inappropriate” clothing.

MSBA encourages school boards to consider moving away from “appropriate”
standards to an approach that focuses upon impacts upon other students and
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the educational process. A school board may decide to focus upon the
prohibition upon clothing that "“materially and substantially disrupts or
interferes with” the educational process and related standards set out in
Article I1.B above rather than invoking a general ‘inappropriate’ standard.

MSBA understands that school boards may wish to establish expectations
regarding clothing that covers one’s body. To this end, MSBA offers some
examples a school board could adapt or adopt. Other options can be
considered.

Subparagraphs 2-4 below could be retained regardless of how a school board
chooses to proceed under Subparagraph 1.

2. Clothing (including emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures
on clothing or jewelry) bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, obscene, libelous,
or denigrates, harasses, discriminates against others on the basis of protected
class status under the Minnesota Human Rights Act, or violates school district
policies prohibiting discrimination, violence, harassment, or other harmful
activities.

Subparagraph 2 seeks to encourage understanding of the ways in which
expression through clothing can communicate messages that create harm or a
hostile learning environment for others.

3. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.

4. Communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a
protected minority group, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other individuals
as defined in Policy 413.

The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express political,
religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing clothing on which such messages
are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are not lewd; vulgar;
obscene; libelous; do not denigrate, harass, or discriminate against others on the basis
of protected class status under the Minnesota Human Rights Act; or do not violate school
district policies prohibiting discrimination, bullying, violence, harassment, or other
harmful activities.

Paragraph D confirms the right that students possess to express themselves
within the general standards established in this policy. A school board could
choose to combine this with Subparagraph 2 above.

III. PROCEDURES

A.

Enforcement of a student dress code will be approached with careful consideration and
sensitivity, with the goals of supporting students as they express themselves and pursue
their full potential, of not shaming students, and of minimalizing loss of instructional
time. When possible, dress code matters should be addressed privately with students,
should seek to determine whether factors exist that impact the student’s ability to
comply with the dress code, and should seek to address such issues.

When, in the reasonable judgment of the administration, (1) a student’s clothing or
appearance may materially and substantially disrupt or interfere with the educational
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mission, school environment, classwork, or school activities; (2) may incite or contribute
to substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others; or (3) pose a threat to the
health or safety of the student or others, the student will be directed to make
modifications. Parents or guardians will be notified. Other consequences may be
enforced in line with Policy 506 (Student Discipline).

C. The administration may recommend a form of clothing considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and parents or
guardians. A school district or charter school must not prohibit an American Indian
student from wearing American Indian regalia, Tribal regalia, or objects of cultural
significance at a graduation ceremony.

In 2023, the Minnesota legislature enacted the second sentence in Paragraph
C above.

D. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of clothing for students
considered appropriate for a specific event and bring such recommendation to the
administration for approval.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I
Minn. Stat. § 124D.792 (Graduation Ceremonies,; Tribal Regalia and Objects of
Cultural Significance)
Minn. Stat. § 363A.03, Subd. 36a (Definitions)
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)
B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8t Cir. 2009)
Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8t Cir. 2008)
Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8% Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3@ Cir. 2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed. Appx. 518 (6" Cir. 2007)
Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4% Cir. 2013)
Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)
Mclntire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415 (W.D. Okla.
1992)
Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. Iil. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
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II.

III.

PoLICY S S b
SERVICE ANIMALS AND THERAPY DOGS IN SCHOOLS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish parameters for the use of service animals by
students, employees, and visitors and the use of therapy dogs by employees within school
buildings and on school grounds.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Individuals with disabilities shall be permitted to bring their service animals into school
buildings or on school grounds in accordance with, and subject to, this policy.

DEFINITIONS

A. Service Animal

A “service animal” is a dog (regardless of breed or size) or miniature horse that is
individually trained to perform “work or tasks” for the benefit of an individual with
a disability, including an individual with a physical, sensory, psychiatric,
intellectual, or mental disability. Other species of animals, whether wild or
domestic, trained or untrained, are not service animals. Service animals are working
animals that perform valuable functions; they are not pets. The work or tasks
performed by the service animal must be directly related to the individual’s
disability. An animal accompanying an individual for the sole purpose of providing
emotional support, therapy, comfort, or companionship is not a service animal.

B. Therapy Dog

A “therapy dog” is a dog professionally trained by an accredited or certified
authority for the social and emotional benefits of students and school employees.
Therapy dogs are not considered trained service dogs as described by the ADA.

Therapy dogs are independently owned by school employees who have been
individually trained, evaluated and registered with their therapy dog to provide
animal assisted activities, therapy and interactions within the school.

Therapy dogs must meet standards of health as prescribed by veterinarians at the
owner’s expense. The district bears no financial responsibility for the required
therapy dog training, care, feeding, health, behavior and suitability for interacting
with students and others while on or off school campus.

C. Handler
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A “handler” is an individual with a disability who uses a service animal. In the case
of an individual who is unable to care for and supervise the service animal for
reasons such as age or disability, “handler” means the person who cares for and
supervises the animal on that individual’s behalf. School district personnel are not
responsible for the care, supervision, or handling responsibilities of a service
animal.

Work or Tasks
1. “Work or tasks™ are those functions performed by a service animal.
2. Examples of “work or tasks” include, but are not limited to, assisting

individuals who are blind or have low vision with navigation and other
tasks, alerting individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to the presence
of people or sounds, providing non-violent protection or rescue work,
pulling a wheelchair, assisting an individual during a seizure, alerting
individuals to the presence of allergens, retrieving items such as medicine
or the telephone, providing physical support and assistance with balance
and stability to individuals with mobility disabilities, and helping persons
with psychiatric and neurological disabilities by preventing or interrupting
impulsive or destructive behaviors.

3. The crime deterrent effects of an animal’s presence and the provision of
emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship are not “work or
tasks™ for the purposes of this policy.

Trainer

A “trainer” is a person who is training a service animal and is affiliated with a
recognized training program for service animals.

IV.  ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES; PERMITTED INQUIRIES

A.

In general, handlers (i.e., individuals with disabilities or trainers) are permitted to
be accompanied by their service animals in all areas of school district properties
where members of the public, students, and employees are allowed to go. A handler
has the right to be accompanied by a service animal whenever and to the same
extent that the handler has the right: (a) to be present on school district property or
in school district facilities; (b) to attend or participate in a school- sponsored event,
activity, or program; or (c) to be transported in a vehicle that is operated by or on
behalf of the school district.

It is an unfair discriminatory practice to prohibit & person with a disability from
taking a service animal into the public place or conveyance to aid persons
with disabilities, and if the service animal is properly harnessed or leashed so that
the person with a disability may maintain control of the service animal.
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The school district shall not require a person with a disability to make an extra
payment or pay an additional charge when taking a service animal into any school
district building.

When an individual with a disability brings a service animal to a school district
property, school district employees shall not ask about the nature or extent of a
person’s disability, but may make the following two inquiries to determine whether
the animal qualifies as a service animal:

1. Is the service animal required because of a disability; and
2. What work or tasks is the service animal trained to perform.

School district employees shall not make these inquiries of an individual with a
disability bringing a service animal to school district property when it is readily
apparent that an animal is trained to do work or perform tasks for an individual with
a disability. However, school district employees may inquire whether the individual
with a disability has completed and submitted the request form described in Part
V1., below.

An individual with a disability may not be required to provide documentation such
as proof that the animal has been certified, trained, or licensed as a service animal.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SERVICE ANIMALS

A.

B.

The service animal must be required for the individual with a disability.

The service animal must be individually trained to do work or tasks for the benefit
of the individual with a disability.

A service animal must have a harness, leash, or other tether, unless either the
handler is unable, because of a disability, to use a harness, leash, or other tether, or
the use of a harness, leash, or other tether would interfere with the service animal’s
safe, effective performance of work or tasks, in which case, the service animal must
be otherwise under the handler’s control (e.g., voice control, signals, or other
effective means).

The service animal must be housebroken.

The service animal must be under the control of its handler at all times. The handler
is responsible for the care and supervision of a service animal, including walking
the service animal, feeding the service animal, grooming the service animal,
providing veterinary care to the service animal, and responding to the service
animal’s need to relieve itself, including the proper disposal of the service animal’s
waste.

The school district is not responsible for providing a staff member to walk the
service animal or to provide any other care or assistance to the animal.
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In the case of a student who is unable to care for and/or supervise his or her service
animal, the student’s parent/guardian is responsible for arranging for such care and
supervision. In the case of an employee or other individual who is unable to care
for and/or supervise his or her service animal, the employee or other individual’s
authorized representative is responsible for arranging for a service animal’s care
and supervision.

The service animal must be properly licensed and vaccinated in accordance with
applicable state laws and local ordinances.

VL. REQUESTING THE USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL AT SCHOOL

A.

Students with a disability seeking to be accompanied by a service animal are
requested to submit the Approval Request Form to the building principal of the
school the student attends. The principal will notify the superintendent or the
administrator designated with responsibility to address such requests. School
district employees seeking to be accompanied by a service animal are requested to
submit the Approval Request Form to the superintendent or the administrator
designated with responsibility to address such requests.

Students or employees seeking to bring a service animal onto district premises are
requested to identify whether the need for the service animal is required because of
a disability and to describe the work or tasks that the service animal is trained to

perform,

The owner of the service animal shall provide written evidence that the service
animal has received all vaccinations required by state law or local ordinance.

VII. REMOVAL OR EXCLUSION OF A SERVICE ANIMAL

A.

A school official may require a handler to remove a service animal from school
district property, a school building, or a school-sponsored program or activity, if:

1. Any of the requirements described in Part V., above, are not met.

2. The service animal is out of control and/or the handler does not effectively
control the animal’s behavior;

3. The presence of the service animal would fundamentally alter the nature of
a service, program or activity; or

4. The service animal behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to the health
or safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or otherwise poses a
significant health or safety risk to others that cannot be eliminated by
reasonable accommodations.

If the service animal is properly excluded, the school district shall give the
individual with a disability the opportunity to participate in the service, program,
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or activity without the service animal, unless such individual has violated a law or
school rule or regulation that would warrant the removal of the individual.

VIII. ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS FOR MINIATURE HORSES

IX.

In assessing whether a miniature horse may be permitted in a school building or on school
grounds as a service animal, the following factors shall be considered:

A.

The type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether the facility can
accommodate these features;

Whether the handler has sufficient control of the miniature horse;

Whether the miniature horse is housebroken; and

Whether the miniature horse’s presence in a specific building or on school grounds
compromises legitimate health and safety requirements.

ALLERGIES; FEAR OF ANIMALS

If a student or employee notifies the school district that he or she is allergic to a service
animal, the school district will balance the rights of the individuals involved. In general,
allergies that are not life threatening are not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence of
a service animal. Fear of animals is generally not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence

of a service animal,
THERAPY DOGS

A.

Purpose of Therapy Dogs in the School Setting

Therapy dogs improve the culture and general mood of the school

1. Therapy dogs provide many healing effects including:
a. Reducing anxiety and stress;
b. Decreased feelings of depression, loneliness and feelings of
1solation;
C. Decrease in aggressive behaviors;
d. Increased socialization resulting in a sense of happiness and well-
being; and
e. Increase in mental stimulation.
2. Therapy dogs can make a connection with at-risk students
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a. Many children who experience emotional troubles often lack trust
and using the intervention of a therapy dog may help the student
develop trust. Interacting with animals helps to decrease anxiety,
manipulative behaviors, depression, increase self-esteem, self-
worth, expression of feelings, and the ability to trust.

B. Requirements of Therapy Dogs in the School Setting

Therapy dogs in the school setting shall be approved by school administration and
the school board. Prior to approval, owners shall provide:

1. Verification of proper vaccinations and health information by a
licensed veterinarian.

2. Visible cleanliness of dog with no signs of fleas/ticks.
3. Visually healthy and alert.

4. Proof of a physical and healthy stool sample analysis and heart
worm test performed by a licensed veterinarian.

5. Copy of liability insurance that covers the dog and the handler.

6. Copy of updated therapy dog certification recognized by the
American Kennel Club.

These requirements must be met on an annual basis, prior to the start of any school
year.

The principal shall notify parents and staff on an annual basis regarding the
presence of a therapy dog in the school.

C. Expectations of a Therapy Dog and it’s Handler in the School Setting

1. The therapy dog must be under the control of the handler by keeping the
dog on a leash at all times.

2. The therapy dog and handler must have appropriate identification
recognizing the dog as a therapy dog at all times (dog tag, bandana from
therapy dog association, ID card).

3. The therapy dog must not disrupt the educational process.
4, The therapy dog must not pose a health or safety risk to any student,
employee or other person at the school. Handler and administration will act

to decrease the risk of allergic reactions by individuals at school as needed.

5. The therapy dog must be house broken.
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6. The handler is solely responsible for the supervision and care of the therapy
dog including feeding, exercising and clean up while the animal is in the
school building or on school property. The handler and administration will
identify a place on school property where the dog is able to relieve itself.
The handler will clean up after the dog at all times. The school district is
not responsible for providing any care, supervision, or assistance for the
therapy dog.

NON-SERVICE ANIMALS FOR STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUALIZED
EDUCATION PROGRAMS (IEPS) OR SECTION 504 PLANS

If a special education student or a student with a Section 504 plan seeks to bring an animal
onto school property that is not a service animal, the request shall be referred to the
student’s IEP team or Section 504 team, as appropriate, to determine whether the animal
is necessary for the student to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) or, in the
case of a Section 504 student, to reasonably accommodate the student’s access to the school

district’s programs and activities.
NON-SERVICE ANIMAL AS AN ACCOMMODATION FOR EMPLOYEES

If an employee seeks to bring an animal onto school property that is not a service animal,
the request shall be referred to the superintendent or the administrator designated to handle
such requests. A school district employee who is a qualified individual with a disability
will be allowed to bring such animal onto school property when it is determined that such
use is required to enable the employee to perform the essential functions of his or her
position or to enjoy the benefits of employment in a manner comparable to those similarly
situated non-disabled employees.

XIII. LIABILITY

A. The owner of the service animal is responsible for any harm or injury to an
individual and for any property damage caused by the service animal while on

school district property.

B. An individual who, directly or indirectly through statements or conduct,
intentionally misrepresents an animal in that person’s possession as a service
animal may be subject to criminal liability.

Source: Cambridge-Isanti Schools

Legal References:  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

28 C.F.R. § 35.104 (ADA Regulations)

28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7) (ADA Regulations)

28 C.F.R. § 35.136 (ADA Regulations)

20 U.S.C. § 1400 ef seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
Minn. Stat. § 256C.02 (Public Accommodations)
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Cross References:

Reviewed:

Approved:

Minn. Stat. § 363A.19 (Discrimination Against Disabilities Prohibited)
Minn. Stat. § 609.226 (Harm Caused by Dog)
Minn. Stat. § 609.833 (Misrepresentation of Service Animal)

Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination Policy)
Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)

03-20-14, 10-22-15, 6-21-18, 10-22-20, 03-24-22

04-24-14, 11-19-15, 7-19-18, 11-12-20, 04-21-22, 08-22-24
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