
School District of River Falls
Educational Program Committee meeting

Monday, April 5, 2021 - 6:00 PM
River Falls Public Montessori Elementary School Media Center, 421 W Maple Street, River Falls, WI 

54022

Agendas can be viewed at https://www.rfsd.k12.wi.us/district/school-board.cfm or at
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Organization/1447

1. CALL TO ORDER - 6:00 p.m. at the River Falls Public Montessori Elementary School Media Center
 
2. MANNER OF PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF MEETING
 
3. HEARING OF VISITORS OR DELEGATIONS
 
4. Presentation of plans for District-owned Ag-Property to include FFA Alumni Collaboration 
and support in the adding of a new Apple Orchard
Description: Information will be presented by High School Staff, FFA Alumni, and River Falls Student regarding 
the receipt of a monetary grant and the collaboration with the River Falls FFA Alumni to add an Apple Orchard on 
District Property.  (Presentation link)
Recommended Action:  None, informational only.

5. Approve the Preliminary and Final Washington DC Field Trip applications
Description: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services, and Gary Campbell, Meyer MS School 
Counselor, will present committee members with the preliminary and final field trip applications for the 8th grade 
Washington DC trip for approval.  
Recommended Action:
1. Approve the preliminary Washington DC Field Trip application.
2. Approve the final Washington DC Field Trip application.

6. River Falls School District Assessment & Data use presentation
Description: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services will present the committee with an assessment 
update regarding the various assessments used in the River Falls School District annually. Information presented 
will include state-mandated assessments as well as district-selected assessments that are given to students in the 
River Falls School District.  The committee will also hear from educators in our District regarding how assessment 
data is used in each of their positions and the importance of how we use our data.
Recommended Action: None, informational only.

7. Summer School update
Description: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services will provide committee members with an update 
regarding current programming being planned for Summer School 2021.  
Recommended Action: None, informational only.

8. Virtual/e-School update
Description: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services will provide committee members with an update 
regarding Virtual/e-School planning for the upcoming 2021-22 school year.  Information provided will include 
staffing updates, programming updates and initial student enrollment projections.  
Recommended Action: None, informational only.

9. Approve the 2021-22 CESA 11 Shared Services Contract
Description: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services, will present the 2021-22 CESA 11 Shared 
Services Contract for approval.  The School District of River Falls anticipates contracting for the identified services 
provided during the 2021-22 school year.  Services requested are identified for the coming year and a memo 
outlining cost comparisons over a multi-year period is provided to board members for their reference.  
Recommended Action:  Approve the 2021-22 CESA 11 Shared Services Contract.
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10. Proposed/suggested items for the next regular and future Board meeting agenda(s)
Description: Board members will be given the opportunity to suggest items for future Board member agendas.
Recommended Action:  As needed.

11. Schedule next Board/Committee meetings
Description: Upcoming committee meeting dates, times, and locations will be reviewed.
Recommended Action:  Set meeting schedule as follows:
Educational Program Committee meeting, Monday, May 3, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Meeting will be held at River Falls High School, 818 Cemetery Road.

12. ADJOURN
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9307 /KB /21 

Washington DC, Williamsburg, and Jamestown Trip - 2021 

Dear Parents and Students of Meyer Middle School, 

I am excited to announce that Meyer Middle School students are traveling to Washington, DC and 
Colonial Virginia, to engage in history and government firsthand. This learning program is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for your child to experience the power of travel!   

Throughout our experiential journey, students will: 
● Visit historic landmarks including the Lincoln Memorial, Capitol Hill & Mt. Vernon
● Learn about our heroes and the sacrifices they made while visiting Arlington National

Cemetery and all of the Monuments and Memorials around DC
● Travel back in time to discover the shaping of Colonial America and the excitement of gaining

our independence

I have chosen School Tours of America as our travel planner due to their decades of experience, 
outstanding safety record, and exceptional customer service. Please see the STA TripSolutions, 
found on their website, that help schools and parents feel confident about the planning and 
touring process. Our tour is (non) school sponsored. I will lead our group, along with other 
chaperones as needed.  In addition, representatives from School Tours of America will be available 
throughout our entire trip.   

Space is limited. Register online now at SchoolToursOfAmerica.com, or complete the enclosed 
registration. 

Gary Campbell 
Group Leader 
School Phone: 715-425-1820 
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MY FUNDTOUR

To create a strong and safe approach to your next trip, your Group Leader may designate a “medical 
chaperone” to accompany the tour and provide support if needed.  And let’s face it, our healthcare 
professionals could really use some fun! That’s what we call a win-win.

TRIP Strong

Rest assured while your child has fun.
TRIPSOLUTIONS

To protect what you value most, the new STA TRIPSolutions ensure the highest possible standard 
in all things health and safety. We’ve been raising the bar for over two-decades, and we don’t 
plan to stop now!

Life happens, but the Payment Protection Program has your back. The “no questions asked” 
cancellation policy allows you to receive a 100% refund (less the cost of the program) should 
you cancel for ANY reason, even a global pandemic. We’re extending the opportunity to 
protect your trip now! Contact help@schooltoursofamerica.com to find out how.

TRIP Shield

Not to brag, but we have the best safety record in student travel for a reason! Our decades of 
experience helped us craft new safety policies, protocols, and procedures to keep travelers safe at 
every step. Curious? Check it out at: https://schooltoursofamerica.com/safetravel.html.

TRIP Safe

SCHOOL TOURS OF
A M E R I C ALET’S GO

MYTOURFUND.COM PUTS THE POWER IN YOUR HANDS.
By collecting small donations over time, our travelers raise an average of 
$900 each on MyTourFund.com, where 100% of donations are applied 
directly to your trip.

The STA drawstring bag is perfect for when you’re feeling EXTRA! It’s packed with hand sanitizer, 
an individual lanyard with emergency card, and a protective mask, but still has plenty of room for 
your gear. Oh yeah, and did we mention it’s free for all travelers?

TRIP Swag
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Sample Itinerary: Washington, DC, Williamsburg, and Jamestown 
4 Days / 3 Nights 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 
Group Meets at Meyer MS depart for 
airport 

Arrive into DC 

Group travels to Williamsburg, VA 

Lunch – Boxed en-route  

Williamsburg 

Colonial Williamsburg: 
 
DINNER – Golden Corral 
 
Hauntings of Williamsburg 
 
Check into Hotel 
Embassy Suites Williamsburg 
  
Night Security 

 

BREAKFAST at Hotel 
 
Jamestown Settlement Park: 
Old/New World Pavilions 
Indian Village 
Old Fort 
Replica Ships 
  
 
LUNCH – Michie Tavern 
 
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello 
 
 
Depart for Washington D.C. 
 
DINNER –   
 
Pentagon 9/11 Memorial 
 
Check into Hotel 
 
Night Security 
 

BREAKFAST at Hotel 
Mt. Vernon: 
George Washington’s home 
Mansion Tour 
 

LUNCH – Allotment 
 

Iwo Jima 
Arlington National Cemetery: 
Tomb of the Unknowns 
Changing of the Guard 
Kennedy Gravesites 
Challenger Memorial  
 

Drive-by Ford’s Theatre 
White House Picture Stop 
 
Holocaust – Permanent Exhibit 
 

Jefferson, FDR, MLK 
 
DINNER 
Night Memorials Tour: 
Lincoln, Vietnam, Korean, WWII 
 

Return to Hotel 
Night Security 
 
 
 
 

BREAKFAST at Hotel 
 
Group Photo 
Capitol Hill: 
US Capitol 
Supreme Court 
Library of Congress 
 
LUNCH - Allotment 
Spy Museum 
 
 
Smithsonian Complex: 
Natural History Museum 
Air & Space Museum 
American History Museum 
 
National Archives 
 
DINNER - Allotment 
Group departs for home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     *All meals included (except en route) 
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  Trip Date: 06/10/21 - 06/13/21     For: Meyer Middle School   

   
Trip #: 9307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

T-Shirt: $20.00 
       Youth L 

Adult sizes: 
       S              M            L 
       XL            XXL 
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Have questions? 
Learn more at our informational meeting. Details to follow. 

Tour Details 
Trip #: 9307    Departing: 06/10/21    Returning: 06/13/21 
Destination: Washington, DC, Williamsburg, and Jamestown 
Group Leader:  Gary Campbell 
Contact Details: 715-425-1820 

Tour Price 
Register now! Space is limited and available on a first come, first served basis. The price 
is based on 35 full-paying travelers. 

Add the Payment Protection Program (PPP) to your tour price for only $189.00 to 
receive a FULL REFUND if you cancel ANYTIME for ANY REASON prior to trip departure. 
(See Terms and Conditions for full details.)  

Student Price 
(4 per room) 

$1,599.00 

OR 
Mail in monthly payments utilizing 
STA payment coupons. (Incurs $6 
handling charge per payment.)

Payment Plans 
Save time and avoid fees by making 
manageable, monthly payments with 
EzPay. (Available with online registration only.) 

Register today to enjoy savings!
Registration Deadline:        02/26/21 
Required Deposit:     $500.00 (Your deposit is applied to the total trip cost.) 
Final Payment Due Date:   04/01/21 
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DCWashington, DC

Register today at www.SchoolToursOfAmerica.com
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#MYTOURVIEW
Images submitted by travelers to our annual photo contest using:

  
This transformative tour provides unlimited 
growth opportunities; your child will return a 
more passionate student, a more conscientious 
citizen, and a more mature person.
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THE BENEFITS OF EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL 
WITH SCHOOL TOURS OF AMERICA

Empowered Citizenship

Personal Growth

Educational Opportunities

Travelers realize their potential to positively 
shape America’s future as they experience 
deeply meaningful sites such as Arlington 
National Cemetery, the Supreme Court and 
the National Archives. 

Studies have shown that students who travel see
improvements in grades and behavior. Your child will 
gain tremendous confidence and independence 
while traveling with classmates.

Available interdisciplinary learning opportunities 
include: college credit, leadership programs and 
service learning experiences.

Watch video testimonials by students, parents & teachers at:
www.SchoolToursOfAmerica.com/wall-parents.html

You will never look at your students the 
same because they will never be the same. 
This experience is life-changing.
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Need help raising funds for your trip?

This free fundraising tool allows each registered student 
to create a personal website where they can:

MY FUNDTOUR

RECEIVE DONATIONS 
AUTOMATICALLY

CREATE & CUSTOMIZE 
THEIR PAGE

SHARE WITH FRIENDS 
& FAMILY

MyTourFund.com 
participants raise an

        average of
for their tour

900$

Utilize the power of social media with our exclusive crowdfunding platform, 
MyTourFund.com, where 100% of donations are applied to your trip!

VISIT
www.MyTourFund.com
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As parents and educators, we understand the concern for every child’s well-
being. We will never operate a tour if we believe the safety of a single participant 
is compromised. Our safety and security measures include: 

Safety & Security
All tour staff is trained using a detailed Safety Contingency Plan. Our 
East Coast office provides immediate response and communication 
with local and federal authorities, and maintains a 24/7 dedicated, toll-
free phone line exclusively for parents and students.

Professional, Bonded Security
Private guards are stationed on hotel floors each night, ensuring that 
students adhere to the strict nightly curfew.

Full Insurance Coverage
Tour participants are automatically covered by medical, dental and 
accident insurance.

Identification
All students wear a wristband or lanyard listing our 24/7 emergency 
contact information.

On-Tour Representative
A representative from STA stays in the hotel 24/7 to ensure a direct 
line of communication at all times. Our team is available for every 
group at every destination.

On-Call Physicians
School Tours of America utilizes the services of on-call physicians who 
can meet the group at the hotel, and if necessary, students always have 
access to the region’s first-rate hospitals.

COMMITMENT TO SAFETY

Every member of the School Tours 
of America family shares the united 
mission of providing your child the 
safest, most memorable tour that will 
become a milestone in their life.
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For PPP pricing and details see:
SchoolToursOfAmerica.com/terms-conditions.html

*

PAYMENT PROTECTION PROGRAM (PPP)

Life is unpredictable. We’ve got you covered.
Add the PPP to your tour price to receive a FULL REFUND if you cancel  
ANY TIME for ANY REASON prior to trip departure.*

PPP

PPP

100% refund prior to trip departure

Travel home due to family emergency
Lost luggage protection

Include cost of program in payments

Benefits

Illness

Full Refund Examples

Financial difficulty
Sports conflict
Behavior / academic issues
Trip cancellation by school or group leader
Family emergency

PR

OTECT  YOUR

I N

V E S T M E N
T

ORDER YOUR SOUVENIR T-SHIRT

(Ask your Group Leader if the t-shirt 
is already included in your trip cost.)20

ONLY 
$

For a convenient 
way to pay for your 

trip, select EzPay when 
you register online
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REGISTER TODAY FOR AS LOW AS $99 
at www.SchoolToursOfAmerica.com

          

866.543.9625

 www.SchoolToursOfAmerica.com

Make manageable monthly
payments & avoid fees with EzPay.

EzPay is available online only.

ENROLL IN EzPay
Select “register” in the upper 

right corner of the homepage at 
SchoolToursOfAmerica.com

REGISTER ONLINE

Protect your investment &
receive a refund if you cancel

prior to trip departure.

OPT-IN TO THE PPP
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Washington DC Field Trip Waiver

(Parent’s Name) and (Student’s Name(s)) will be participating in the River Falls School
District’s Field Trip to Washington DC, Williamsburg, and Jamestown 2021 Trip (the
“Activities”). This will be a four (4) days / three (3) nights trip over future dates to be
determined, anticipated to occur in June 2021. This trip will be organized and facilitated
by School Tours of America.

I understand the hazards of the novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”) and am familiar with
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) guidelines regarding
COVID-19. I acknowledge and understand that the circumstances regarding COVID-19
are changing from day to day and that, accordingly, the CDC guidelines are regularly
modified and updated and I accept full responsibility for familiarizing myself with the
most recent updates.

I am aware that this trip includes travel via vehicle and airplane as well as hotel
accommodations. I agree to follow all tour company and school district COVID
protocols including social distancing, wearing appropriate face coverings while
participating in all trip activities, and reporting any COVID symptoms to District
personnel.

Notwithstanding the risks associated with COVID-19, which I readily acknowledge, I
hereby willingly choose to participate in this field trip. I am participating in this travel
opportunity independently and with full awareness that I am responsible for any return
travel expenses should my children or myself contract COVID and be unable to return
with the group.

I acknowledge and fully assume the risk of illness or death related to COVID-19 arising
from participating in the Activities and hereby RELEASE, WAIVE AND HOLD
HARMLESS (on behalf of myself and any minor children for whom I have the capacity
contract) the School District of River Falls, its officers, directors, agents, employees,
contractors, partners, and assigns (the “RELEASEES”) from any liability related to
COVID-19 which might occur as a result my participating in the Activities.

I shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the RELEASEES from and against any and
all claims, demands, suits, judgments, losses or expenses of any nature whatsoever
(including, without limitation, attorneys’ fees, costs and disbursements, arising from or
out of, or relating to, directly or indirectly, the infection of COVID-19 or any other illness
or injury.

It is my express intent that this Release, Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement shall
bind any assigns and representatives. This Agreement and the provisions contained
herein shall be construed, interpreted and controlled according to the laws of the State
of Wisconsin.
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I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS WAIVER WAS EXPRESSLY NEGOTIATED AND IS A
MATERIAL INDUCEMENT THE PERMISSION GRANTED BY RELEASEES TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE ACTIVITIES.

IN SIGNING THIS AGREEMENT, I ACKNOWLEDGE AND REPRESENT THAT I have
read the foregoing Waiver of Liability, Release and Hold Harmless Agreement,
understand it and sign it voluntarily as my own free act and deed; no oral
representations, statements, or inducements, apart from the foregoing written
agreement, have been made; and I execute this Agreement for full, adequate and
complete consideration fully intending to be bound by same.

_________________ _____ ___________________ _____
Parent #1 Signature Date Parent #2 Signature Date

_________________ _____ ___________________ _____
Student #1 Signature Date Student #2 Signature Date
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School District of River Falls
Assessment Schedule
2020-21 School Year

Dates Assessment Grade Level

Fall Assessments

September 21 – October 9, 2020 AIMSweb Screening 1 – 8

September 2020 Renaissance STAR Screening 6 – 8

September 21 – October 9, 2020 Fountas & Pinnell (BAS) Leveling 1 – 5

October 13 – November 6, 2020 PALS 4K and K Screening Window 4K – K

Winter Assessments

January 19 – January 29, 2021
Fountas & Pinnell (BAS) Leveling

*Optional based on student need

Grade K - 3 all;

Grades 4 - 5 as needed

and new students

February 22, 2021  – April 30, 2021 ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 K – 12

January 11, 2021 – February 5, 2021 PALS 4K and K Screening 4K – K

January 11 – January 15, 2021 AIMSweb Screening 1 – 5

December 2020 Renaissance STAR Screening 6 – 8

Spring Assessments

March 9, 2021

(March 23 make-up)

ACT with Writing

Paper Administration (Initial)

(Window 1) 11

March 9-12, 2021

March 15-19, 2021

ACT with Writing with Accommodations

Paper Administration (Initial)

(Window 1) 11

March 9-11, 2021

March 16-18, 2021

ACT with Writing

Online Administration (Initial)

(Window 1) 11

March23, 2021

ACT with Writing (Make-up)

Paper Administration

(Window 2) 11

March 23-26, 2021

March 29-31, 2021

April 1-2, 2021

ACT with Writing with Accommodations

(Make-Up)

Paper Administration

(Window 2) 11

March 23-25, 2021

March 30-31, 2021

April 1, 2021

ACT with Writing (Make-Up)

Online Administration

(Window 2) 11

Academic Services; Revised October 29, 2020
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April 13, 2021

Emergency Test Date - ACT with Writing

Paper Administration

(Window 3) 11

April 13 - 16, 2021

April 19-23, 2021

Emergency Test Date - ACT with Writing

with Accomodations

Paper Administration

(Window 3)

11

April 13 - 15, 2021

April 20-22, 2021

Emergency Test Date - ACT with Writing

Online Administration

(Window 3) 11

March 22 – April 30, 2021

March 22 - May 14, 2021

WI Forward Assessments

*ELA and Math grades 3-8; Science

grades 4 and 8;  Social Studies grades 4,

8, and 10 3 – 8, 10

March 22 – April 30, 2021

March 22 - May 14, 2021

Dynamic Learning Maps

*ELA and Math grades 3-11; Science

grades 4, 8-11  Social Studies grades 4, 8,

and 10 3 – 11

April 5 – May 5, 2021 ACT Aspire 9 – 10

April 26 - May 21, 2021 PALS 4K and K Screening Window 4K – K

May 3 – May 21, 2021 Fountas & Pinnell (BAS) Leveling K – 5

May 2021 Renaissance STAR Screening 6 – 8

May 3 – 14, 2021 Advanced Placement Exams 9 – 12

May 10 – May 21, 2021 AIMSweb Screening 1 – 5

Academic Services; Revised October 29, 2020
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Assessments in the River 
Falls School District 

Assessment Update focused on both 
State-Mandated & District Selected Assessments.

River Falls School District
April 5, 2021
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State-Mandated Assessments

● Required by the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction

● Used by the Office of School Accountability 
● Data included on our District and School Report 

Cards
*No Report Cards for the 2019-20 School Year

● Data included on our Federal Report Cards
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Specific State-Mandated Assessments

● Reading Readiness Assessment

● Assessments Assigned by the Office of School 
Accountability

● Assessments used to qualify students for 
Student Services (e.g. IEPs, 504s)
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Reading Readiness Assessments

● Wis. Stats. 118.016 requires each pupil enrolled in 
4-year-old kindergarten to 2nd grade in a school district or 
in a charter school to be annually assessed for reading 
readiness. Each school board and the operator of each 
charter school shall select the appropriate, valid, and 
reliable assessment of literacy fundamentals to be used. 
The school board or operator shall ensure that the 
assessment evaluates whether a pupil possesses phonemic 
awareness and letter sound knowledge.
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Wisconsin Student Assessment System
The Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) is a comprehensive 
statewide program designed to provide information about what 
students know in core academic areas and whether they can apply 
what they know. The WSAS includes:

● The Wisconsin Forward Exam at grades 3-8 in English Language Arts 
(ELA) and Mathematics, at grades 4 and 8 in Science, and 4, 8, and 10 
in Social Studies 

● Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) at grades 3-11 in ELA and 
Mathematics, at grades 4 and 8 - 11 in Science, and at grades 4, 8, 
and 10 in Social Studies

● ACT Aspire at grades 9 & 10 
● The ACT with Writing at grade 11 for Reading, English, Mathematics, 

Science, and Writing. 25

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dlm
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act


Wisconsin Student Assessment System

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires all states to test all 
students in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics in grades 3-8 
and once in high school. ESSA also requires students be assessed in 
Science once each grade span (3-6, 7-9, and 10-12 grades). Student 
performance on these assessments is reported in proficiency 
categories and used for accountability determination at the school, 
district and state levels. Wisconsin State statute also requires students 
to take grade 9 and 10 assessments as well as the social studies test. 
These tests together create the Wisconsin Student Assessment System.

26



Assessments and Grade Levels
Assessment Grade Levels Assessed

PALS K4 and K

aimswebPLUS Grades 1-2 (all students)
Grades 3-5 (bottom 25-35%)

WI Forward Exam Grades 3 through 8, and 10 
***Science - Grades 4 and 8 ONLY
***Social Studies - Grades 4, 8, and 10
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Assessments and Grade Levels
Assessment Grade Level  Given Required by the 

Office of School 
Accountability 

ACT Aspire 9 (began 14-15) Yes

ACT Aspire 10 (begin 14-15) Yes

ACT with Writing 11 (began 14-15) Yes
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District-Selected Assessments
Types of Assessments used in our District:

● Universal Screeners

● Academic Assessments 
    ***Aligned to classroom curriculum

● Common Assessments
● Formative Assessments 
● Summative Assessments 
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Universal Screener:
In an RTI (Response to Intervention) prevention model, 
universal screening is the first step in identifying the 
students who are at risk for learning difficulties. 
Additionally, it is a way for targeting students who 
struggle to learn when provided core instruction. 

Universal screening is typically conducted three times per 
school year, in the fall, winter, and spring. Universal 
screening measures consist of brief assessments focused 
on target skills (e.g., phonological awareness, reading 
comprehension, fluency, phonics, vocabulary, 
computation, numeracy, mathematical fluency) that are 
highly predictive of future student learning outcomes.
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Universal Screeners 
by Grade Level

Assessment Grade Level/Content 

PALS 4K & K/Literacy State Required

aimswebPLUS

Grades 1-5
*All students in Gr 1 & 2
*bottom 25-30% in Gr 

3-5

State Required in 
grades 1 & 2; 
District choice for 
Gr 3-5

PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening) 31



Universal Screeners 
by Grade Level

Assessment Grade Level 
District 
Selected

Fountas & Pinnell 
(BAS) K-5 Yes

STAR Assessment

Grades 6-8 (all) 
Grades 9-12 (selected 

students)
RCA (all students)

Yes
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Districtwide Data Uses
● Provides recommendations for classroom instruction
● Identifies area for remediation, acceleration, or 

modifications
● Provides data necessary for Student Services referrals
● Provides intervention guidance for at-risk students
● Provides information to identify external supports 

that might be necessary for students and/or their 
families

● Allow for monitoring and tracking of trend data
● Identifies and supports District and School goals and 

priorities
33



Districtwide Data Uses

● Provide a common focus for our Districtwide PLCs
● Accelerates closing the achievement gap
● Provides teachers with the opportunity to personalize 

student learning experiences
● Use of multiple data points to identify trends and/or 

outliers

See additional staff feedback (LINK)
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How Do We Select District 
Assessments & Screeners?

● Research Best Practices in Curricular Resources 
and Interventions (e.g. Ed Reports, What Works 
Clearinghouse, etc.)

● Survey other school districts
● Obtain input from administrators and staff
● Conduct a formal review of products and 

resources with a robust committee of 
stakeholders

● Pilot and implement 35



Why Use Data?

● When teachers use data to drive their decisions 
and instructional plans, they can quickly respond 
to student needs more effectively, identify new 
instructional strategies and accelerate students 
learning to close any identified achievement gaps.  

● Current studies indicate that teachers in schools 
with data-focused programs think using data 
improves instruction significantly.  

● Data, in conjunction with staff input is key in 
providing our students with a high-quality 
education in the RFSD.
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Questions & Comments
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School District of River Falls
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

852 East Division Street, River Falls WI 54022
715-425-1800 phone / 715-425-1804 fax

www.rfsd.k12.wi.us

Date: April 5, 2021
To: Education Programs Committee Update
From: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services
Re: Summer School 2021 Update

Elementary School Summer Programming

Summer 2020 Review
❖ Virtual Classes (June 2020)
❖ In-person classes (8-12 per class; July 2020)
❖ COVID mitigation practices
❖ ELA, Math, STEM content focused on

learning loss

Summer 2021 Plan
❖ In-person classes (~16 per class)
❖ Continue to follow updated and current

COVID mitigation protocols
❖ ELA, Math, STEM and SEL content focused

on learning loss, fluency, engagement and
student connections

❖ Expanded transportation opportunities to
support students who live outside of the city
limits (using ESSER funds)

❖ KBoost and 1Boost (including VES transitional
support) (August 2021)

Locations: Greenwood Elementary School
Dates: June 15 - June 26 (Virtual)
Times: Varied (~60 min/session)
Dates: July 13 - August 7 (In-Person)
Times:  8:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m.

Locations: Greenwood Elementary School
Dates: June 15 - June 26

July 13 - August 7
Times:  8:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m.

Middle School Summer School Programming

Locations: Greenwood Elementary School
Dates: June 15 - June 26

July 13 - August 7
Times:  8:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m.

Location: Meyer Middle School
River Falls High School

Dates: June 15 - June 26
July 13 - August 7

Times:  8:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m.

Summer 2020 Review
❖ In-person classes (8-12 per class; July 2020)
❖ COVID mitigation practices
❖ ELA, Math, STEM content focused on

learning loss

Summer 2021 Plan
❖ In-person Academic Classes (16-20 per class)
❖ Continue to follow updated and current

COVID mitigation protocols
❖ ELA, Math, STEM and SEL content focused

on learning loss, fluency, engagement and
student connections
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❖ UWRF partnership with STEM Teach Program
❖ Expanded transportation opportunities to

support students who live outside of the city
limits (using ESSER funds)

Music
❖ 6th Grade Beginning Band
❖ 7th & 8th Grade Intermediate/Advanced Band
❖ Middle School Musical (LINK)
Performance Dates:

● June 24th 7:00 pm Dress Rehearsal
● June 25th 7:00pm Performance
● June 26th 2:00pm Performance

Speed & Strength
You in the Middle
❖ 6th Grade students
❖ Separate session for 7th grade RFPME

students
❖ 90-120 minute sessions
❖ August 16-19, 2021

High School Summer School Programming

Summer 2020 Review
❖ Blended In-person/Virtual Credit Recovery

Classes
❖ Following current COVID mitigation protocols
❖ Speed & Strength

Summer 2021 Plan
❖ Blended In-person/Virtual Credit Recovery

Classes
❖ Continue to follow updated and current

COVID mitigation protocols
❖ Speed & Strength
❖ 9th Grade and NEW Student Orientation
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF RIVER FALLS
River Falls eSchool FAQ #1

March 2021

Q: Will the River Falls School District have a eSchool this fall?
A:  Yes.  There will be a full time River Falls Virtual/E-School in the RFSD this fall. The River
Falls eSchool began in the fall 2020 for school enrollment opportunities for families in the RFSD.
This is a full time online school that families may enroll their children in for the 2021-22 school
year and beyond.  River Falls teachers will be facilitating instructional programming for students
enrolled utilizing online platforms and curriculum. The Virtual/e-School will provide students with
instruction in an at-home setting consistently throughout the school year.

Q: How do I enroll my child/children in the River Falls eSchool?
A: Parents and families wishing to enroll their children in the River Falls eSchool will be required
to complete an official application form and Family Contract.

Q: Where can I obtain the River Falls eSchool application materials?
A: Applications and family contracts are located on the RFSD website for your convenience.
www.rfsd.k12.wi.us.

Q: When are River Falls eSchool applications due?
A: All application materials for the 2021-22 school year are due no later than Friday, April 16,
2021.

Q: Who will be teaching my children in the River Falls eSchool?
A: River Falls School District licensed teachers will be facilitating River Falls eSchool instruction
utilizing an online digital curriculum aligned to the appropriate grade level academic standards,
virtual meetings and potential face to face conferencing. Any face to face meetings will take
place following all DPI, DHS and CDC current guidelines (e.g. social distancing, wearing masks,
outdoors when applicable, etc.).

Teachers will facilitate daily meetings with students (e.g. 1-1 meetings, small grade level groups,
etc.), manage online curriculum, provide support to students with their learning, maintain
attendance to maintain student engagement within virtual learning and communicate regularly
with families and students.

We currently anticipate using Wisconsin Virtual School online curriculum with additional
opportunities for instructional alignment to programs and resources used in the RFSD to
complement the student’s eSchool experience.

Q: Will my children’s current teacher be providing them with their  eSchool lessons?
A: No, all instruction provided will be coordinated and assigned by the River Falls eSchool
teachers.
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Q: Will my children be able to participate in co-curricular activities?
A: Yes, students will be able to participate in co-curricular activities (e.g. clubs, activities,
athletics) sponsored in the River Falls School District either in-person or virtually based on
availability.

Q: Will River Falls eSchool students be allowed to participate in field trips?
A:  Yes.  River Falls eSchool students will be able to participate in field trips offered in
conjunction with River Falls eSchool programming. Based on future COVID mitigation
protocols, field trips may be offered virtually and/or in-person.  We anticipate that this will vary
somewhat as we move forward.

Q: Will my children meet their River Falls eSchool teacher and other students?
A: Yes, we are planning both face to face and virtual meetings to facilitate the opportunity for
students, families and their teacher to be able to meet.  Any face to face contact will require all
parties to follow district COVID-19 related procedures. During the school year students will be
required to meet virtually everyday with their teacher (e.g. Morning Meeting, TA, Focus)

Q: How often will students be able to connect with their peers?
A:  Students will have the opportunity to meet regularly with their teacher(s) and grade level
peers.  Connections will occur during regularly scheduled meetings (e.g. 1-1 meetings, small
grade level meetings, etc.) and will serve as an opportunity for teachers to keep students
connected socially as well as academically.  As we look forward, we will also be scheduling
additional in-person opportunities, field trips, and activities to further support student
connections and interactions with their peers.

Q: What  equipment would be needed for students to participate in the River Falls
Virtual/e-School?
A: Students will need a device (desktop, laptop, or chromebook), access to a webcam if it is not
already embedded into their current device, internet connectivity and a printer.  The district will
provide all participating students with a district-issued chromebook annually.  Printers will be
primarily used at the primary levels but are beneficial for all students.  Hotspots will be available
to families in need on a first-come, first-serve basis based on availability.

Q: What if I change my mind during the school year?
A: We are recommending that all students enroll in the River Falls Virtual/E-School for the full
academic school year.  However, in extenuating circumstances we will consider a transition
back to the student’s neighborhood/home school.  If approved, all student transitions for the
2021-22 school year would be scheduled at the semester transition in January.

Q: How many hours each day are students expected to work on their school
work/assignments?
A: Students are encouraged to establish a daily routine for optimal success.  Teachers will work
with families to establish an appropriate daily schedule that allows for students to be successful
in their at-home learning.  Students should anticipate spending between 3-6 hours for school
daily.  Times will vary for elementary and secondary students and will be based on the number
of courses taken at any given time. All students should schedule regular breaks, lunch and
physical activities daily to complement their academic studies. 41



Q: How will grades be reported for students?
A: Students at the elementary level will be graded based on the current elementary school’s
Standards Based Report Cards (e.g. Areas of Concern (1), Approaching Expectations (2),
Meets Expectations (3), and Exceeds Expectations (4)). Students at the secondary level will
receive a letter grade for each of their courses (e.g. A, B, C, D or F).  All grades will be tracked
and posted in Infinite Campus.

Q: Will the River Falls eSchool be an available opportunity for the 2022-23 school year
and beyond.
A: The RFSD intends to formalize our River Falls eSchool Charter School application during the
upcoming school year in order to continue to provide this educational option in future years.
Upon the completion and approval of our Charter School application, the River Falls School
District will then be able to accept eSchool applications through the Open Enrollment process
annually.

Q: Will daily attendance be tracked and required?
A:  Yes.  Daily attendance will be taken by teachers and recorded in Infinite Campus.

Q: Who should parents notify if their child is ill or will be out of town?
A:  Parents should directly email their teacher and the River Falls eSchool secretary if their
child(ren) will be absent from class.  If students are out of town, one convenient feature of the
River Falls Virtual/e-School is that they would still be able to participate in their online learning, if
applicable.

Q: Who is the River Falls Virtual/e-School Program Coordinator?
A:  Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services,will serve as the River Falls eSchool
Program Administrator.  Erin Cramer, current VES teacher, will serve as the Program
Coordinator for the 2021-22 school year.  You can contact either of them via email at
jennifer.peterson@rfsd.k12.wi.us or erin.cramer@rfsd.k12.wi.us.

Q: What will the class sizes be in the River Falls Virtual/e-School?
A:  Staff to student ratios will be monitored regularly. We will follow our District policy guidelines
related to class size.  (BOE Policy 343.2)

Q: How will Assessments be handled in the River Falls Virtual/e-School?
A1:  Classroom assessments will be provided online or via pencil/paper and submitted to their
teacher.

A2:  State Assessments are required and currently will need to be administered in a face-to-face
setting.  During the scheduled assessment window, we will schedule times to conduct small
group in-person assessments.  Our goal is to support families in a family-friendly way so that
multi-student families can choose to test at the same time or with their grade level peers.

Q: Will World Languages be an available elective for students?
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A:  Yes.  We will partner with Wisconsin Virtual School to provide World Language opportunities
for students in grades 6-8.  Mrs. Rachel Young-Subera will provide Spanish instruction for
students in grades K-5.

Q: Will specific curriculum information be provided to families?
A:  Yes.  We will provide parents and families with information specific to their child’s online
course curriculum on a regular basis throughout the school year.  Parents and families are a
critical component in the at-home learning success for our students.

Q: Will there be technology support available.
A:  Yes.  We will provide families enrolled with information regarding who to contact for
technology support needed.
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River Falls eSchool

Informational Meeting
March 2021
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● To provide students with a full time 
at-home/virtual learning enrollment opportunity 
in the River Falls School District.

● To create a personalized learning opportunity for 
students who thrive in online instruction or 
continue to have concerns regarding their 
student’s safety. 

Goal:
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● A firm commitment to this Educational option for 
River Falls School District families.

● Hiring highly-qualified staff to support at-home learning.
● River Falls eSchool Application Period

○ Initial Applications DUE: April 16, 2021
● School Web page Updates
● Teacher & Student/Family Orientation (Fall 2021)
● School Begins - September 1, 2021

District Action Steps
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All River Falls eSchool students will be provided with a blended learning 
opportunity utilizing a combination of Wisconsin Virtual School (WVS) 
curriculum and facilitated by a River Falls School District teacher.  

RFSD teachers will personalize instruction for students in grade K-8 based on 
grade level academic standards in order to ensure that they are prepared for 
the next grade level.  

Based on final enrollment, we will finalize instructional staffing and be able to 
further determine additional elective options and co-curricular options.

K-8 Programming
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***Currently Under Construction***

Initial high school plans look like high school programming will be 
facilitated by HS teachers at River Falls High School (RFHS) by 
some teachers and complemented with Wisconsin Virtual School 
teachers contracted to provide additional courses not offered by 
RFHS teachers. 

9-12 Programming
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We currently anticipate that we will be using Wisconsin Virtual School as our 
primary online curriculum resource.  We will also collaborate with other 
schools in our district to incorporate other RFSD curriculum and resources 
into student learning. 

Partnering with WVS allows Wisconsin districts to stretch their resources and 
offer additional high-quality educational options that address specific 
students’ needs with flexibility and ease. 

K-5 Course Curriculum Available (LINK)
6-8 Course Curriculum Available (LINK)

Curriculum
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● Students will have the opportunity to participate in co-curricular activities 
offer through the District and/or the River Falls eSchool. 

● Teachers will be scheduling ongoing family conferences.

● Student Grades will be posted in Infinite Campus using the same grading 
windows as the other schools in the River Falls School District

● Student Services will be provided to students based on need (e.g. IEP, 
GT, EL, 504, etc.) 

Other Programming Highlights
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● School Counseling services will be provided to students throughout the school 
year. . 

● The River Falls eSchool will follow the RFSD 2021-22 School Calendar

● Students will participate in all Wisconsin DPI required State Assessments.  
Assessment schedules will be communicated to families in a timely manner to 
allow for appropriate planning and coordination.  (e.g. WI Forward Exam, ACT 
Aspire, ACT)  Assessments will be administered face to face, if possible. 

● All River Falls eSchool activities scheduled will follow Wisconsin DPI, Department 
of Health Services (DHS) and District guidelines for schools. 

Other Programming Highlights
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● River Falls eSchool web page (LINK)

● River Falls eSchool Application (LINK)
***Applications are due April 16, 2021.

● Parent and Student Contract (LINK)

● River Falls eSchool FAQs (LINK)

Other Programming Information
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Questions related to your child’s school plans for Fall 2021

● Questions related to the River Falls eSchool
○ Contact Director of Academic Services, Jennifer Peterson
○ jennifer.peterson@rfsd.k12.wi.us
○ Contact NEW Program Coordinator and 6-8 Program Instructor, Erin Cramer
○ erin.cramer@rfsd.k12.wi.us
○ Contact K-5 Program Instructor, Erin Kost
○ erin.kost@rfsd.k12.wi.us

● Questions related to your Child’s IEP (or Special Education Services)
○ Contact Director of Student Services, Jackie Steinhoff
○ jackie.steinhoff@rfsd.k12.wi.us

Contact Information
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Questions & Comments

54



55



56



School District of River Falls
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

852 East Division Street, River Falls WI 54022
715-425-1800 phone / 715-425-1804 fax

www.rfsd.k12.wi.us

To: Educational Programs Committee
From: Jennifer Peterson, Director of Academic Services
Date: April 5, 2021
Re: 2021-22 CESA 11 Shared Services Contract Costs

Program Area 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

CESA Administration $14,021 $14,421 $14,691 $14,691

Cooperative Bidding/Purchasing $1,225 $1,225 $1,240 $1,240

Delivery Service $1,940 $1,950 $1,973 $1,973

Comprehensive Consulting & Networking
Services (CCNS)

$5,775 $5,890 $5,990 $6,125

Healthy, Safe, Respectful Schools $2,255 $2,270 $2,315 $2,375

Promoting Equity for Every Student - $775 $775 $850

Early Learning Consortium NEW - - - $1,400

Innovative Teaching & Learning Consortium
(ITLC) NEW

- - - $1,400

Science, Math & Technology Resource
Center (SciMaTech)

$1,725 Base Fee
+$2/Student

$5,300 (CAP)

$1,760 Base Fee
+$2/Student

$5,300 (CAP)

$1,795 Base Fee
+$2/Student

$5,400 (CAP)

$1,850 Base Fee
+ $2/Student
$5,400 (CAP)

Title II A Consortium: Building Systems of
Support for Excellent Teaching & Leading

4% of Title IIA
Allocation

4% of Title IIA
Allocation

4% of Title IIA
Allocation

4.95% of
Title IIA

Allocation

Title III Consortium: English Learners (EL) Consortium
Grant: Paid with
Federal Funds

$3,000

Consortium Grant:
Paid with

Federal Funds
$3,000

Consortium Grant:
Paid with

Federal Funds
$3,000

Consortium Grant:
Paid with

Federal Funds
$3,000

Audiology Services/AT (Auditory Trainers) Calculated based
on District Need

Calculated based
on District Need

Calculated based on
District Need

Calculated based on
District Need

Supporting Students with Disabilities
Network

$2,295 $2,360 $2,400 $2,450

Vision Impaired/Orientation & Mobility
Program

Calculated based
on District Need

Calculated based
on District Need

Calculated based on
District NeedNeed

Calculated based on
District Need Need

The School District of River Falls, innovative leader in personalized learning, ensures the development of every student’s unique
potential in order to excel as responsible, productive, global citizens, facilitated by forward-thinking staff in a safe, nurturing, and

collaborative environment.
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