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NHS Cell Phone / Device DRAFT Procedures (for 2026-27 school year)

Background:

On February 10, 2026, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed a bipartisan leqgislative package—consisting of
Senate Bill 495 and House Bill 4141—designed to minimize classroom distractions and improve student focus
across Michigan schools. This new law mandates that all public school districts implement a formal policy
prohibiting the use of personal wireless communication devices during instructional time, effective for the
2026-27 school year.

The legislation allows for specific, common-sense exemptions, including devices required for medical
necessity, special education accommodations (IEPs or 504 plans), and emergency situations, as well as "basic
telephones" that lack internet and social media capabilities. While the state law establishes a uniform baseline
to protect the learning environment from digital distractions, it also grants local districts the flexibility to adopt
even stricter enforcement measures to meet their specific community needs.

Our Northville High School Building Administration has received guidance from MASSP and received input
from the high school staff at the April PD day. Based on these conversations they came up with the following
Action Plan.

Northville High School Personal Device Administrative Action Plan Summary:
Northville High School is prioritizing a focused learning environment by implementing a "Pouched and
Away" policy for personal electronic devices during instructional time. This shift ensures consistency within all
classrooms while maintaining student agency during specific and flexible times (before school, after school,
during passing times, during lunch, and during “open” Seminar times). Every student will be provided with a
school-issued device to ensure equitable access to the digital curricular resources during instructional time.

Definitions:
e Personal Electronic Devices: Includes, but is not limited to, internet-capable cellular phones,
personal computers, iPads or tablets, smart watches, earbuds, and smart glasses.

1. Classroom Expectations (The "Pouch" Standard):

e Immediate Pouching: Upon entering any classroom, students are required to place their phones in
the designated classroom pouch.

e Wearables & Accessories: Smart watches must be stored in the student's bag or pouched, and
earbuds must be removed from ears entirely and also must be stored or pouched.

e SmartPass Utilization: To eliminate the need for phones during classroom instructional time, digital
kiosks will be available in every room for hall pass management.

e Duration: Devices must remain in the pouch for the duration of the period. To ensure instructional
consistency, mid-class "phone breaks" are no longer permitted.

2. Device Usage & BYOD (Bring Your Own Device):

e School-Issued Devices: Every student will be provided with a school-issued device to ensure
equitable access to the digital curricular resources during instructional time.
e Seminar Rules & Other Times Students Can Utilize Personal Devices:

o Open Seminar time: Students may use personal devices (phones, laptops, earbuds, etc.)
during the first 70 minutes of “open” Seminar time. Personal devices may also be used before
school, after school, during passing times, and during lunch.

o Closed/Mandatory Seminar times: During the 20-minute mandatory report time, or other
designated "closed" seminar times, all personal devices must be pouched.



https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2026/02/10/whitmer-signs-legislation-to-reduce-phone-distractions-in-classroom-and-improve-focus
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/billenrolled/Senate/htm/2025-SNB-0495.htm
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/billenrolled/House/htm/2025-HNB-4141.htm

e Instructional Exceptions: Courses requiring specialized technology (e.g., Digital Media, Graphic Arts)
may allow personal electronic device use only with explicit Principal approval.

3. Implementation & Next Steps:

e Framework Development: With these expectations established, the next phase of this initiative is to
formalize a progressive discipline framework to ensure expectations are met consistently across the
building. This framework will be in place for the start of the next school year (2026-27).
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High Quality Language Acquisition Instruction

Standards: A Springboard for 6-12 Language Acquisition Vision

Michigan Merit Curriculum
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 3

The ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines (the
Guidelines) describe an individual’s
language skills in terms of proficiency:
the ability to use language to accomplish
communication objectives.

State Standards

ACTFL

Elements of High Quality Language Acquisition

Our vision is to empower all students to develop the confidence and essential skills to
communicate with purpose and authenticity in a global context, fostering true
oroficiency in a second language and cultivating a lifelong appreciation for the target
uage and its diverse cultures. Our program is built upon the Five C's of Language
ion (Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) as
\ed by ACTFL and integrated into the MDE World Language Standards.

' Elements of High-Quality Language Acquisition

We prioriti i ic use of the target language
(interpretive, ,and ional modes) over rote memorization.
Culture: We integrate the target cultures, practices, products, and perspectives
to enable effective and appropriate communication.

Connections & Comparisons: We facilitate learning by making interdisciplinary
connections and encouraging students to compare the target language/culture to
their own.

« Communities: We prepare students to be lifelong language learners who can
effectively use the language within and beyond the classroom.

@ Program Proficiency Benchmarks

Tnese benchmarks align with the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and define expected
levels of ability by course completion.

+ End of Level 2 (or equivalent) Proficiency Target: Novice High

NPS LA Vision



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U24iGoLtii27jY4WxbgqqI8obXMfzj4mD4Oq1BtNLck/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U24iGoLtii27jY4WxbgqqI8obXMfzj4mD4Oq1BtNLck/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZI3ocidHnPEdLtE3bLvPBQZcYXIY2kVK/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZI3ocidHnPEdLtE3bLvPBQZcYXIY2kVK/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BBNN_L-DAw8_iuESUsEctIqVVKILWejX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BBNN_L-DAw8_iuESUsEctIqVVKILWejX/view?usp=sharing
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DATA-DRIVEN STRATEGIC PLANNING

STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS

November 2025 Board Presentation
December 2025 Board Approval of the Process
Data Collection &

January through March 2026 oot Szectors

April 2026 .
April 2026 Implementation Workshop
May 2026 Present Final Report to the Board of Education

for Approval
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DATA-DRIVEN STRATEGIC PLANNING

Northville Public Schools
Strategic Plan Summary | 2026-2031

Through authentic partnerships, we Commitment to all:
create and expand opportunities Founded in belonging; focused on potential. We commit to a
for self-management, critical culture of respect and equitable access created with our students
thinking, and stewardship in each and staff. Through listening andéngagement, we foster inclusion
learner. for all students across racg ty, socioeconomics, abilities,

ity rooted in relationships and
yme and able to thrive.

and identities. We arg
Vision trust where each

We see, hear, and value each
learner while they discover
their purpose as a kind,

contributing member of society. —WNCS & CULTURE &
LEARNING

ENVIRONMENT

strategic Goal Areas

P..OGRAMS
Board of Educatic

Carin Meyer — President

Melissa Stuart — Vicg JMMUNICATIONS
& COMMUNITY Ll OPERATIONS
LEADERSHIP

ENGAGEMENT

Superintendent

R.].Webber

Approved by Northville Board of Education on DRAFT
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ASKING FOR BOARD APPROVAL
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