
Pleasantdale 107 Board of Education Meeting
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 6:00 PM
Administration Building, 7450 S Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 60527

I. Roll Call / Visitors

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Open Forum: Board Policy 2:230 (those wishing 
to speak will be given time to address the 
Board regarding agenda or non-agenda items)

IV. School Board Election 

IV.A. Proclamation of Election Results 

IV.B. Seat Elected Board Members and Oath of 
Office

IV.C. Appointment of President Pro Tempore 
(Until Election of President)

V. Organization of the Board of Education: Action 
Items

V.A. Election of the President of the Board of 
Education Effective April 16, 2025

V.B. Election of Vice President of the Board of 
Education Effective April 16, 2025

V.C. Election of Secretary of the Board of Education 
(without pay) Effective April 16, 2025

V.D. Establish a Regular Meeting Date, Time, and 
Location and Publish the Schedule

V.E. Appointment of IASB Board Representative

VI. Consent Agenda 

VI.A. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of March 
19, 2025

VI.B. Approve Closed Session Minutes of March 
19, 2025

VI.C. Approve Payment of March Payroll/April 
Warrants

VI.D. Approve Final Staffing Recommendations

VI.E. Approve Auditing Services FY25-FY29

VII. Approve Resolution Withdrawing from 
Jurisdiction of the Trustees of Schools and 
Appointing School Treasurer

VIII. Administration's Report

VIII.A. Superintendent's Advisory Team Meeting: 
Facilities 

VIII.B. Summer Facilities Projects

VIII.C. Facilities Development

VIII.D. Freshmen Preparedness Report



IX. Items for Next Agenda: 

IX.A. Facilities Update; Review School Board 
(sec. 2) Board Policies; Strategic Road Map 
Update; Approve  Hot Lunch Fees, Approve FY26 
Transportation Contract; Approve Cleaning 
Services FY26; Approve PTTO Intergovernmental 
Agreement. 

X. Open Forum: Board Policy 2:230 (those wishing 
to speak will be given time to address the 
Board regarding agenda or non-agenda items) 

XI. Written Reports

XI.A. FOIA 

XII. Closed Session 

Recommendation:
That the Board of Education moves into closed 
session at _________ to discuss; 

• Student disciplinary matters.
• The appointment, employment, 

compensation, discipline, performance, or 
dismissal of specific employees of the 
District or legal counsel for the 
District, including hearing testimony on 
a complaint lodged against an employee or 
against legal counsel for the District to 
determine its validity.

• Collective negotiating matters between 
the public body and its employees or 
their representatives, or deliberations 
concerning salary schedules for one or 
more classes of employees.

XIII. Adjournment



 

 
 
TO: Pleasantdale School District 107 Board of Education 
FROM: Dr. Dave Palzet 
DATE: April 16, 2025 
RE: Election Results  
 
A municipal election was held on April 1, 2025.  At that time, four 4-year Board seats were being 
decided.  The district had four individuals file the required paperwork to run for the Board vacancies.  
These individuals are Tarryne Marchione, Becky Walters, Mary Lenzen, and Sean Mason. 
 
By the election's conclusion, 1,017 ballots were cast, representing 14.83% of all registered voters in the 
Pleasantdale area.  The election results were posted to the Cook County Clerk’s website and can be 
found below. 
 

 
 
 
We are honored to seat our Board members.  As incumbents, these Board members will re-affirm their 
Oath of Office.  Additionally, in keeping with Board policy, the Board will seat officers to serve for a 
two-year term.  Finally, the Board will establish a meeting calendar and affirm the time and location of 
meetings for the next two years.  
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School Board 

Board Member Oath and Conduct 

Each School Board member, before taking his or her seat on the Board, shall take the following oath 
of office:  

I, (name), do solemnly swear that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of member of 
the Board of Education of Pleasantdale School District 107, in accordance with the Constitution 
of the United States, the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and the laws of the State of Illinois, 
to the best of my ability.  

I further swear (or affirm) that: 

I shall respect taxpayer interests by serving as a faithful protector of the School District’s assets; 

I shall encourage and respect the free expression of opinion by my fellow Board members and 
others who seek a hearing before the Board, while respecting the privacy of students and 
employees; 

I shall recognize that a Board member has no legal authority as an individual and that decisions 
can be made only by a majority vote at a public Board meeting;  

I shall abide by majority decisions of the Board, while retaining the right to seek changes in such 
decisions through ethical and constructive channels. 

As part of the Board of Education, I shall accept the responsibility for my role in the equitable 
and quality education of every student in the School District; 

I shall foster with the Board extensive participation of the community, formulate goals, define 
outcomes, and set the course for Pleasantdale School District 107; 

I shall assist in establishing a structure and an environment designed to ensure all students have 
the opportunity to attain their maximum potential through a sound organizational framework; 

I shall strive to ensure a continuous assessment of student achievement and all conditions 
affecting the education of our children, in compliance with State law;  

I shall serve as education's key advocate on behalf of students and our community's schools to 
advance the vision for Pleasantdale School District 107; and 

I shall strive to work together with the District Superintendent to lead the School District toward 
fulfilling the vision the Board has created, fostering excellence for every student in the areas 
of academic skills, knowledge, citizenship, and personal development.  

 

The Board President will administer the oath in an open Board meeting; in the absence, of the 
President, the Vice President will administer the oath.  If neither is available, the Board member with 
the longest service on the Board will administer the oath.  

The Board adopts the Illinois Association of School Boards’ Code of Conduct for Members of School 
Boards. 



LEG. REF: 105 ILCS 5/10-16.5. 

ADOPTED: June 18, 2008 

REVISED: May 18, 2011; May 15, 2019 

REVIEWED:  June 21, 2023 
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School Board 

Qualifications, Term, and Duties of Board Officers  

The School Board officers are:  President, Vice President, and Secretary. These officers are elected at 
the Board’s organizational meeting. 

President 

The Board elects a President from its members for a 2-year term.  The duties of the President are:  
1. Preside at all meetings; 
2. Focus the Board meeting agendas on appropriate content; 
3. Make all Board committee and Superintendent Advisory Team appointments, unless 

specifically stated otherwise;  
4. Be permitted to attend and observe any meeting of a Board committee; unless in violation 

with Open Meetings Act; 
5. Represent the Board on other boards or agencies; 
6. Sign official District documents requiring the President’s signature, including Board minutes 

and Certificate of Tax Levy; 
7. Call special meetings of the Board; 
8. Serve as the Head of the public body for purposes of the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of 

Information Act; 
9. Ensure that a quorum of the Board is physically present at all Board meetings;  

10. Administer the oath of office to new Board members; and  
11. Serve as the Board’s official spokesperson to the media. 
12. Except when the Board President is the subject of a complaint of sexual harassment, a 

witness, or otherwise conflicted, appoint a qualified outside investigator to conduct an 
independent review of allegations of sexual harassment made against a Board member by 
another Board member or elected official. 

13. Ensure that all fingerprint-based criminal history records information checks, screenings, and 
sexual misconduct related employment history reviews (EHRs) required by State Law and 
policy 5:30 Hiring Process and Criteria, are completed for the Superintendent.  

The President is permitted to participate in all Board meetings in a manner equal to all other Board 
members, including the ability to make and second motions. 

The Vice President fills a vacancy in the Presidency. 

Vice President  

The Board elects a Vice President from its members for a 2-year term.  The Vice President performs 
the duties of the President if: 

1. The office of President is vacant; 
2. The President is absent; or 
3. The President is unable to perform the office’s duties. 

A vacancy in the Vice Presidency is filled by a special Board election. 

Secretary  

The Secretary shall be a member of the Board who serves a 2-year term. The Secretary may receive 
reasonable compensation, not to exceed $500 per year, as fixed by the Board at least 180 days before 
the beginning of the term. The Secretary shall perform or delegate the following duties: 



 
Pleasantdale School District 107 2:110 

Page 2 of 2 
 

1. Keep minutes for all Board meetings, and keep the verbatim recordings for all closed Board 
meetings; 

2. Mail meeting notifications and agenda to news media who have officially requested copies; 
3. Keep records of the Board’s official acts, and sign them, along with the President, before 

submitting them annually to the Treasurer on the first Monday of April and October and on 
such other times as the Treasurer requests;  

4. Report to the Treasurer on or before July 7, annually, such information as the Treasurer is 
required to include in the Treasurer’s report to the appropriate Immediate Service Center; 

5. Act as the local election official for the District; 
6. Arrange public inspection of the budget before adoption; 
7. Publish required notices; 
8. Sign official District documents requiring the Secretary’s signature. 
 

The Secretary may delegate some or all of these duties, except when State law prohibits the 
delegation. If the secretary is absent from any meeting, the Board may appoint a secretary pro 
tempore to perform the duties of secretary. The secretary pro tempore may or may not be a Board 
member.  A permanent vacancy in the office of Secretary is filled by special Board election. 

Recording Secretary  

The Board may appoint a Recording Secretary who is a staff member.  The Recording Secretary may 
receive such compensation as shall be fixed by the Board. The Recording Secretary’s primary 
responsibility shall: 

1. Keep Board meeting minutes; and keep the verbatim record for all closed Board meetings; 
2. Assist the Secretary by taking the minutes for all open Board meetings; 
3. Assemble Board meeting material and provide it, along with prior meeting minutes, to Board 

members before the next meeting; 
4. Keep records in bound books with numbered pages, of all transactions of the Board in regular 

and special open meetings; 
5. Maintain all closed meeting minutes; 
6. Act as the local election authority for all Board elections;  
7. Arrange public inspection of the budget before adoption;  
8. Publish required notices; 
9. Perform the Secretary’s duties, as assigned, except when State law prohibits the delegation; 
10. Maintain Board policy, financial reports, publicity, and correspondence; and 
11. Mail meeting notification and agenda to news media who have officially requested copies. 

 
In addition, the Recording Secretary or Superintendent receives notification from Board members 
who desire to attend a Board meeting by video or audio means, pursuant to policy 2.220. 



LEGAL REF.: 5 ILCS 120/7 and 420/4A-106. 
105 ILCS 5/8-1, 5/8-2, 5/8-3, 5/8-6, 5/8-16, 5/8-17, 5/10-1, 5/10-5, 5/10-7, 5/10-8, 

5/10-13, 5/10-13.1, 5/10-14, 5/10-16.5, and 5/17-1. 

ADOPTED: June 18, 2008 

REVISED: June 20, 2012; May 21, 2014; May 15, 2019; September 16, 2020, June 16, 2021; 
June 18, 2024 

 



Board Meeting Calendar/Bill Checker List - All meetings are held at the district office (7450 S. 
Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 60527) and begin at 6:00 PM. 
 

2025 
Date Meeting Type 

May 21, 2025 Regular 

June 10, 2025 Special - Self Evaluation 

June 18, 2025 Regular 

August 13, 20251 Regular 

September 17, 2025 Regular 

October 15, 2025 Regular 

November 19, 2025 Regular 

December 10, 20252 Regular 

2026 
Date Meeting Type 

January 21, 2026 Regular 

February 18, 2026 Regular 

March 18, 2026 Regular 

April 15, 2026 Regular 

May 20, 2026 Regular 

June 17, 2026 Regular 

August 12, 20261 Regular 

September 16, 2026 Regular 

October 21, 2026 Regular 

November 18, 2026 Regular 

December 9, 20262 Regular 

2 Scheduled a week earlier due to proximity to holiday 
1 Scheduled a week earlier to allow for a 30-day public viewing of the budget 



2027 
Date Meeting Type 

January 20, 2027 Regular 

February 17, 2027 Regular 

March 17, 2027 Regular 

April 21, 2027 Regular 

April 28, 2027 Special - Reorganizational Meeting 

 



 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Regular Meeting           Administration Building​ ​     6:00 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.    March 19, 2025 
  
Members Present: 
Tarryne Marchione (Presiding Officer) 
Bill Brockob (arrived at 6:55 PM) 
Charles Zona 
Mary Lenzen 
Becky Walters 
Sean Mason 
Jason Nash 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​  
ROLL CALL AND 
VISITORS  ​ Present with Superintendent Dave Palzet were staff members Griffin Sonntag, John 

McAtee, Jeanine Arundel, Sara Poplawski, Jennifer Ban, and Board Recording 
Secretary Jenni Weiler. Students in attendance were Quinn Waddell, Sidney 
Welbourne, Lilly Zona, Lauren Cabana, Vivi Kass, Emily Wesolowski, and Gloria 
Hearn, along with several of their parents. Community members in attendance were 
Mr. Arra, Mrs. Arra, Mr. Lisowski, Mrs. Lisowski, and Mr. Mirabile.  

 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE          The pledge of allegiance was recited by students who participated in this year’s Battle 

of the Books competition. They include Quinn Waddell, Sidney Welbourne, Lilly 
Zona, Lauren Cabana, Vivi Kass, Emily Wesolowski, and Gloria Hern. 
 

OPEN FORUM​ Mr. Arra and Mr. Mirabile addressed the Board about the potential purchase of the 
​ Burr Ridge Village Hall.  
 
ACTION NO. 24 
Consent Agenda​ Motion by Lenzen, second by Walters, that the Board of Education approve the ​
​ consent agenda as presented consisting of meeting minutes of the February 19, 2025 
​ regular meeting; payment of February payroll/March warrants; March 2025 ​
​ Personnel Report; Pleasant Dale Park District Before and After School Program ​
​ Intergovernmental Agreement; Resolution of Proposed Amendments to the DWC ​
​ Intergovernmental Agreement; Governance and Planning (sec. 1) and General ​
​ Administration (sec. 3) Board Policies. Motion Lenzen, second Walters carried by a 
​ roll call of 6 ayes (Walters, Mason, Marchione, Zona, Lenzen, and Nash. Absent ​
​ Brockob). 
 
REPORTS AND 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ Approve Resolution in Support of the Invest In Cook Grant Application 

As part of the District’s Strategic Road Map, the District looks to partner with our 
villages and other government agencies to construct additional sidewalks and safe 
routes to school. The Board passed a resolution supporting the Village of Burr 
Ridge, with support from the Village of Willow Springs, to apply for an Invest in 
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Cook grant. If awarded, the grant will provide funds for the initial study of sidewalk 
expansions along German Church Road from County Line Road to Wolf Road. 

 
ACTION NO. 25        Approve a Resolution supporting the Village of Burr Ridge Invest in Cook grant ​  
Resolution in              application. Motion Lenzen, second Walters carried by a roll call of 6 ayes  
Support of the            (Walters, Mason, Marchione, Zona, Lenzen, and Nash. Absent Brockob). 
Invest in Cook 
Grant Application​ ​  
​ ​ ​ Approve Solar Power Purchase Agreement with IGS Solar, LLC 

As part of the District’s solar power project at the middle school, the Board approved 
the Solar Power Purchase agreement with IGS Solar.  

 
ACTION NO. 26       To approve the IGS Solar Power Purchase Agreement and to authorize the  
Solar Power               Superintendent, or designee, to execute on behalf of the Board of Education,  
Purchase                    subject to approval by the Superintendent and board legal counsel of any further        
Agreement with         revisions prior to execution. Motion Lenzen, second Nash carried by a roll call of 6    
IGS Solar, LLC          ayes (Walters, Mason, Marchione, Zona, Lenzen, and Nash. Absent Brockob). 
                           
​ ​ ​  
 ​ Approve Rooftop Site Lease Agreement with IGS Solar, LLC 

As part of the District’s solar power project at the middle school, the Board approved 
the Rooftop Lease Agreement with IGS Solar, LLC.  
 

ACTION NO. 27        To approve the Solar Rooftop Site Lease Agreement and to Authorize the ​ ​
Rooftop Lease​ Superintendent or designee, to execute on behalf of the Board of Education, subject  
Agreement with          to the approval by the Superintendent and board legal counsel of any further  
IGS Solar, LLC           revisions prior to execution. Motion Walters, second Lenzen carried by a roll call of 
​ 6 ayes (Walters, Mason, Marchione, Zona, Lenzen, and Nash. Absent Brockob). 
​  

Discussion of the Community Forum held on March 10, 2025  
The Board reviewed the information gleaned from the community forum held at the 
middle school on March 10, 2025. The topic of the discussion was whether or not to 
move forward with a purchase and renovation of the Burr Ridge Village Hall, which 
would be converted into an early childhood center. The Board determined there was 
not support to move the proposal forward and directed the administration to develop 
additional options. 
 
Professional Learning Update 
Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning Dr. Jennifer Ban updated the 
Board on the district’s professional learning plan. This year, 49 teachers attended 
workshops or conferences, 12 participated in our PD (professional development) 
Pathways program, and three engaged in an instructional coaching cycle. 
Professional development topics this year included supporting neurodivergent 
learners, executive functioning, de-escalation training, and state-mandated training. 

 
Lyons Township Treasurer’s Office Membership Update 
On August 9, 2024, the Governor signed Public Act 103-0790 into law. Among other 
things, this new law gives Township Treasurer’s Office member districts more control 
over their membership in the office. Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
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Operations Griffin Sonntag has shared recommendations and plans for the District to 
exit the Treasurer’s office. 
 
Review Board Policy 7:180 
To comply with state reporting laws, Board Policy 7:180 has been amended to 
include a 24-hour parent reporting component and notification that Policy 7:180 is 
available on the District’s Internet website. 
 
Items for Next Agenda 
Facilities Development, Freshman Preparedness Report, Final Staffing 
Recommendations, Summer Facilities Projects Update, Service Contract Approvals, 
Swearing in of Board Members, Board Reorganization, Review Board Meeting 
Calendar (May 2025-April 2027) 
 

OPEN FORUM          Mr. Arra addressed the Board about life/safety projects  
 
WRITTEN 
REPORTS​ FOIA: The District received two Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. 

-​ Fred Whiting, requesting copies of communications between West 40 ISC and 
representatives of D107 regarding an additional facility. 

-​ Sheri Reid with SmartProcure requesting general purchasing records from 
12/6/2023 to 3/5/2025. 

 
ACTION NO. 28 
Closed Session​ Motioned by Lenzen, second by Walters that the Board move into closed session at 
​ 7:13 PM. Motion carried by a roll call of 7 ayes (Brockob, Zona, Lenzen, ​ ​
​ Marchione, Walters, Mason, and Nash). 
 
ADJOURNMENT     ​Motion by Lenzen, second by Brockob, that the regular meeting adjourns at 8:45 ​
​ p.m. Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
App. ​   President ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Secretary _________________________________ 
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REVENUES FY25 Budget March YTD % Realized
Educational $15,077,625 $4,295,123 $13,785,969 91.43%

Operation and Maintenance $1,598,808 $365,719 $1,569,730 98.18%
Debt Service $406,751 $114,106 $364,408 89.59%

Transportation $637,177 $164,091 $600,157 94.19%
IMRF $26,670 $15,329 $89,195 334.44%

Social Security $242,860 $55,063 $231,608 95.37%
Capital Projects $10,000 $0 $8,354 83.54%

Working Cash $361,137 $99,490 $314,985 87.22%
Tort $182,911 $55,079 $169,055 92.42%

Fire Prevention & Life Safety $86,034 $306 $9,394 10.92%
Total $18,629,971 $5,164,306 $17,142,855 92.02%

EXPENSES FY25 Budget March YTD % Used
Educational $14,665,406 $1,241,743 $9,789,456 66.75%

Operation and Maintenance $1,724,216 $90,098 $1,853,014 107.47%
Debt Service $374,015 $0 $344,968 92.23%

Transportation $931,915 $91,855 $970,179 104.11%
IMRF $126,370 $10,549 $75,527 59.77%

Social Security $236,420 $21,933 $164,537 69.60%
Capital Projects $2,478,097 $0 $2,534,621 102.28%

Working Cash $0 $0 $500,000 -
Tort $127,991 $0 $127,991 100.00%

Fire Prevention & Life Safety $115,000 $0 $6,482 5.64%
Total $20,779,431 $1,456,178 $16,366,775 78.76%

 SURPLUS (DEFICIT) ($2,149,460) $3,708,128 $776,080

April 2025 Board Report



























































































































































































































Staffing Recommendation 2025-26
PES PMS

2024-25 2025-26 2024-25 2025-26
Certified Staff
Kindergarten 4 3 or 4
Grade 1 4 4
Grade 2 4 4
Grade 3 4 4
Grade 4 4 4
Grade 5 4 4
Grade 6 4 4
Grades 7-8 8 8
Art 1 1 1 1
Music 1 1 2.5 3
P.E. 1 1 2.7 2.7
IMC (Librarian) 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Health 1 1
Mod Tech/STEM 1 1
Innovative Tchg. 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Gifted/DS 1 1 1 2
Spanish/World Language 1 1 2.5 2.5
ELL 3 3 0.5 0.5
Speech 2.6 2.6 LADSE LADSE
Social Worker 1 1.5 1 1.5
School Psychologist LADSE LADSE Contract 1
Reading 2 2 1 1
Math MTSS 1 1 1 1
Special Ed. 6 6 4.5 4

Support Staff
Instructional Aides* 13 12 8 7
Library Aides 1 1 1 1
Clerical Aides 1 1 1 1
Lunchroom Aides Varies Varies 0 0
Nurse 1 1 1 1
Health Aide 0.5 0 0.5 0
Secretary 1 1 1 1
Custodian 1 1 1 1

Pleasantdale Preschool
Teachers 2 2
Instructional Aides* 4 4
(included in # above)



 

 

 

To: Dr. Dave Palzet, Superintendent 
From: Griffin L. Sonntag, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations 
Date: April 9, 2025 
Subject: New Auditor Approval 

Introduction/Background Information:  

Over the past five years, Baker Tilly has performed the independent audit of District finances. 
The relationship has been very positive, and they have done a great job not only with our audits, 
but they have been a resource to me during my transition into this role. With this said, previous 
Boards of Education have instituted the practice of utilizing a new audit firm every five years to 
have “fresh eyes” on the books. In following with this past practice, I engaged in a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process this winter/spring seeking a new partner to serve as our auditor. 

Discussion/Highlights:  

The district put out a request for proposals to several audit firms and was fortunate to receive 
three responses from reputable firms. They were directed to include the pricing for a three-year 
engagement, with the option for five years. The total cost of their proposals for the first three 
years is summarized below: 

 

 

 

 

 

While the cost of contracting audit services is an important factor, it is not the only thing the 
district has to consider. The firm must be reliable and have expertise in government and school 
accounting. They must also have the capacity within their staffing to perform the work within 
required timelines.  

After contacting numerous references, an interview with representatives from Lauterbach & 
Amen took place on Friday, March 28, 2025. Through that interview process, Lauterbach & 
Amen LLP made it abundantly clear that they have the expertise and capacity to be a great 
partner in performing our audit and supporting the financial functions of the district. In addition, 
Lauterbach & Amen, LLP successfully serves several school districts in the surrounding area. 

Recommendation:  

Approve Lauterbach & Amen, LLP to be the next auditor of Pleasantdale School District 107.  

 

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP $83,200 

Sikich $91,300 

Eccezion $101,050 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE DISTRICT AND AUTHORITY 

OF THE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND THE TOWNSHIP TREASURER 
 
 

WHEREAS, Pleasantdale School District 107 (the “School District”) is a part of a Class II 
county school unit under the jurisdiction of the Township Trustees of Schools Township 38 North, 
Range 12 East, also known as the Lyons Township Trustees of Schools, and the Township Treasurer, 
also known as the Lyons Township School Treasurer; and 
 

WHEREAS, Public Act 103-790, which among other amendments to Article 5 of the Illinois 
School Code, amends Section 5-1 (105 ILCS 5/5-1), permitting school districts to withdraw from 
the jurisdiction and authority of the trustees of schools and the township treasurer of the township 
in which the school district is located, upon the approval of two-thirds of the members of the school 
board of the school district, providing in relevant part as follows: 
 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, any school district 
that forms a part of a Class II county school unit may, by a resolution 
adopted by at least two-thirds of the members of the school board of a 
school district, withdraw a school district from the jurisdiction and 
authority of the trustees of schools of the township in which such 
school district is located and from the jurisdiction and authority of the 
township treasurer of the township in which such school district is 
located, provided that the school board of the school district shall, 
upon the adoption and passage of such resolution, thereupon elect or 
appoint its own school treasurer as provided in Section 8-1 of this 
Code. 

 
;and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the School District finds and determines 
that it is in the best interests of the School District and its residents and taxpayers that the School 
District withdraw from the jurisdiction and authority of the Lyons Township Trustees of Schools and 
of the Lyons Township School Treasurer, effective July 1, 2025; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to appoint Paul Bellisario, the Proviso Township Treasurer, to 

serve at the pleasure of the Board as the School District’s School Treasurer in accordance with 
Section 8-1 of the School Code, effective July 1, 2025. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of Pleasantdale School 
District 107, as follows: 
 
 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated as though fully set forth herein. 
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Section 2.  The Board does hereby withdraw from the district and authority of the 
Township Trustees of Schools Township 38 North, Range 12 East, also known as the Lyons 
Township Trustees of Schools, and of the Township Treasurer, also known as the Lyons Township 
School Treasurer, effective July 1, 2025. 

 
Section 3. The Board does hereby appoint Paul Bellisario to serve at the Board’s pleasure 

as the School District’s School Treasurer, effective July 1, 2025. 
 
Section 4. The Superintendent of the School District, or designee, is authorized to deliver 

a copy of this Resolution to the Lyons Township Trustees of Schools and the Lyons Township School 
Treasurer, requesting that they prepare for the School District’s withdrawal from their jurisdiction 
and authority effective July 1, 2025, including an accounting and transfer of all School District books 
and records and all moneys, securities, loanable funds, and other assets relating to the school 
business and affairs of the School District. 

 
Section 5. The Superintendent of the School District, or designee, is further authorized 

to take all other actions necessary to effectuate the orderly withdrawal from the jurisdiction and 
authority of the Lyons Township Trustees of Schools and the Lyons Township School Treasurer, and 
assumption of obligations, duties, and functions previously performed by said Lyons Township 
Trustees of Schools and Lyons Township School Treasurer. 
 

Section 6. That this Resolution will be in full force and effect forthwith upon its adoption. 
 

 
Member                         moved the adoption of the Resolution and Member ____________ seconded it.  
 
 

ADOPTED THIS 16th day of April, 2025 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAYS:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF PLEASANTDALE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 107, Cook County, Illinois  
       

    
 By:__________________________________________ 

                         President  
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Secretary 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )  
    ) SS. 
COUNTY OF COOK ) 
 

CERTIFICATION OF RESOLUTION 
 
I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board 
of Education of Pleasantdale School District 107, Cook County, Illinois (the “Board”), and that as 
such official, I am the keeper of the records and files of the Board. 
 
I do further certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and complete transcript of that portion of the 
meeting of the Board held on the 16th day of April, 2025, insofar as the same relates to the adoption 
of a Resolution entitled:   
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE DISTRICT AND AUTHORITY 

OF THE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND THE TOWNSHIP TREASURER 
 
 
A true and correct copy of which said Resolution as adopted at said meeting appears in the 
foregoing transcript of said meeting. 
 
I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said Resolution were 
conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said Resolution was taken openly, that said 
meeting was held at a specified time and place convenient to the public, that notice of said meeting 
was duly given to all newspapers, radio or television stations and other news media requesting such 
notice, that said meeting was called and held in strict compliance with the provisions of the Open 
Meetings Act of the State of Illinois and with the provisions of the School Code of the State of Illinois, 
as amended, and that the Board has complied with all of the procedural rules of the Board. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my official signature this ___ day of ________________, 2025. 
 
         

      
 By:____________________________________ 
  Secretary, Board of Education  
 
 
 

 



 

 

To: Dr. Dave Palzet, Superintendent 
From: Griffin L. Sonntag, Business Manager/CSBO 
Date: April 9, 2025 
RE: Summer Projects Update 
 
Keeping our facilities in good condition and ensuring the safety of our students, staff, and 
families is a top priority. Each summer, the district completes projects to improve the safety of 
our schools. The Facilities Advisory Team met on April 7, 2025, to review last year’s HVAC 
project, the scope of our proposed summer 2025 projects, and other facility needs in the coming 
years.  
 
The total estimated cost of these projects is approximately $500,000 and will be budgeted for 
accordingly in next year’s budget. As the space concerns continue throughout the district, this 
number is higher than it has in the past to accommodate the additional space needs.  
 
A list of the summer 2025 summer projects is provided below for your reference. This list 
includes a variety of tasks, each contributing to our ongoing efforts to maintain and improve our 
school facilities. 
 

 
Summer 2025 Capital Equipment and Projects 

PES Storage Room Conversion to Office 
PES Apple Ready Classroom Project 
PES Bathroom Update (Phase 1) 
PMS Solar Panel Installation 
PMS Separation of Play Areas Update 
PMS Classroom Furniture Refresh Begins 
PMS Parking Lot Seal Coating 
PMS Gymnasium Floor Yearly Sealing 
PES/PMS Gymnasium Refreshes (Phase 1) 
PES/PMS Safety Film (Phase 3) 
PES/PMS Internal and External Signage 
PES/PMS Landscaping Maintenance 
PES/PMS Various Life Safety Items 
PES/PMS Miscellaneous Painting 
PES/PMS Miscellaneous Plumbing  

 



 

 
Background: The township has administered a Freshman Preparedness Survey for several years. The 
survey was not given during school years 2020-2021 or 2021-2022 due to the COVID-19 global pandemic. 
The township superintendents created the survey, which is distributed to students electronically through 
a third-party vendor, School Perceptions. Previous administrations of the survey have garnered low 
response rates as the survey distribution lacked uniformity. In previous years a link would be distributed 
to students through Infinite Campus, and students would be asked to complete the survey. This 
methodology resulted in response rates between 10- and 25%. Beginning in 2023, the survey was given 
to all students through PE classes, and a 90% response rate was achieved. The survey asks students 
questions in eleven (11) categories (respondent information, curriculum/programs, special services, life 
at middle school, learning at middle school, bullying, adjustments, life at high school, learning at high 
school, overall preparedness, and comments). The questions ask students to reflect on their experiences 
transitioning to high school and provide a clearer picture of how well-prepared students believe they 
were for the transition. In addition to the survey data, Lyons Township High School distributes class grade 
information to the associate schools. These data include the number of Pleasantdale and Township 
students who earned A, B, C, D, or F grades in core academic classes. For the purpose of this report, core 
academic classes include math, English, social studies, science, and world language. Finally, associate 
schools are provided with their students' grade point averages (GPA) compared to the entire freshman 
class.  
  
Preparedness Data: The overall takeaway from the Freshman Preparedness Survey is that our students 
transition well to LTHS and report to be well prepared for the academic rigors and social aspects of high 
school. This year, 59 of our 98 (60%) Pleasantdale graduates completed the survey. Pleasantdale 
graduates make up about 10% of the freshman class at LT and represent that same percentage on the 
survey. The timing of the survey is strategic as we look to get feedback from students at the end of their 
first semester after completing their first round of finals. This year, the survey was given in early March. 
When analyzing the data, it is important to remember that respondents are 15 years old, which may be 
some students' first time completing a perception survey. The questions are simple sentences, and the 
responses are generally a Likert scale (e.g., great, good, fair, poor). The survey generates rich data that 
allows us to plan programming and set a direction for improvement. The data presented in this report 
support initiatives the district has been implementing or programs put in place to improve students' 
preparedness or outcomes.  
  
As we consider the data, we find that our graduates report they were well-prepared for high school. 
When students reflect on their middle school experience, the overwhelming majority responded 
positively. Over 89% of students reported feeling safe in their middle school, and 82.5% of students 
reported that they could identify an adult with whom they had a personal connection (responding 
"Always" or "Usually"). 92.8% of students also responded "Always" or "Usually" when asked if they could 
identify at least one adult they could talk to about class work when needed. Finally, nearly 80.7% of 
students felt they were treated fairly and respectfully in middle school. As students transitioned to high 
school, we found that over 86.8% of our graduates participate in a club, sport, or activity outside the 
classroom. When we consider students' perception of their executive functioning skills, 94.4% reported 
knowing how to keep their materials organized, and 98% reported knowing how to get help at school 
when needed. Socially, our students fit in as well. When asked to respond to the question, I have friends 
at school, over 100% of students selected either "Strongly Agree" or "Agree." The top four areas 
students reported struggling with when transitioning to high school were: Balancing academic and 

 



 

co-curricular activities, managing my time, keeping up with homework/greater workload, higher 
expectations.  When asked to rate their level of preparedness in a variety of categories, students were 
given four options Great, Good, Fair, and Poor, with "Great" and "Good" having a positive correlation and 
"Fair" and "Poor" having a negative correlation. Our students' perception of their preparedness was very 
high. The table below shows our students' perceptions of core academic class compared to the entire 
LTHS freshman class.  
 
Table 1: Preparedness by Core Academic Class 

 Pleasantdale Lyons Township High School 

Great Good Fair Poor Great Good Fair Poor 

Math 67.2% 24.1% 6.9% 1.7% 51.6% 33.1% 12% 3.3% 

English 51.7% 41.4% 5.2% 1.7% 42.1% 42.3% 13.4% 2.2% 

Science 42.4% 40.7% 11.9% 5.1% 43.8% 40.5% 12.7% 2.6% 

History 52.5% 33.9% 13.6%  45.8% 37.6% 13.8% 2% 

World Language 54.2% 22% 10.2% 3.4% 37.6% 33.8% 13.1% 6.1% 

    
The positive feedback continued as students considered their preparedness in additional areas related to 
academic success.   Students were asked how well-prepared they were in the areas of academics, study 
skills, time management, stress management, and overall preparedness.  The table below shows our 
graduates’ responses compared to the entire LTHS freshman class. 
 
Table 2: Freshman Preparedness by Category  

 Pleasantdale Lyons Township High School 

Great Good Fair Poor Great Good Fair Poor 

Academics 50.9% 45.3% 3.8%  49.6% 41.5% 7% 1.2% 

Study Skills 32.1% 43.4% 15.1% 9.4% 32.1% 40.9% 19% 7.3% 

Time Mgmt 32.1% 39.6% 22.6% 5.7% 29.1% 42.8% 21.5% 5.9% 

Stress Mgmt 26.9% 36.5% 26.9% 9.6% 28.5% 38.5% 22.2% 9.7% 

Overall  35.7% 57.1% 7.1%  38.9% 48.6% 12.1% 0.4% 

 

 



 

Academic Outcomes: As stated above, Lyons Township High School provides associate schools with 
first-semester data. These data allow us to compare the preparedness data with actual student 
outcomes. The students' grade distribution data can confirm or refute what we see in our perception 
data. Comparing these two data sets shows that our student outcomes are near or above those of the 
entire freshman class. The vast majority of our students earn A's and B's in their classes which mirrors 
the data from the perception survey. Below you will find six tables that outline our students' grades in 
the core academic classes for the first semester compared to those of the township freshmen. 
 
Table 3: Math 

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

Alg Accel 7 116 14 72 8 43  21 1 2 

Alg 2 Honors 4 37  11  3  1   

Alg Prep 1 35 4 42 1 38  17 1 4 

Geo Accel 7 39 5 21  1  1   

Geo Honors 7 66 8 42 6 13  2   

Total 26 293 31 188 15 98  42 2 6 

 

Table 4: English 

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

English I Accel 9 109 20 107 1 23  5  1 

English I Honors 11 119 11 71 2 2     

English I Prep 17 94 2 58 1 19     

Total 37 322 33 236 4 44  5  1 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Table 5: Science  

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

Bio Accel 36 299 14 87 6 15  4  1 

Bio Prep 8 65 9 77 1 47  17 1 3 

Intro to Health Care 8 11 2 8  1  2   

Total 52 375 25 172 7 63  23 1 4 

 
Table 6: Social Studies  

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

AP Human Geo 6 98 11 92 5 42 3 17  1 

World History  24 168 16 121 9 51  19  5 

Total 30 266 27 213 14 93 3 36  6 

 
Table 7: World Language (Not Including Spanish) 

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

French  3 78 1 16  3     

Italian 2 29 2 8       

Latin Accel 1 10  3  1     

Total 6 117 3 27  4     

 
 
 

 



 

Table 8: World Language (Spanish) 

 A B C D F 

107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 107 204 

Spanish I Accel 2 12  2 1      

Spanish I Prep 2 31 2 15  3  3  2 

Spanish II Accel 27 114 11 46  4     

Spanish II Prep 2 34 7 41 1 14  4  1 

Total 33 191 20 104 2 21  7  3 

 
Finally our school was provided with a Grade Point Average (GPA) comparison.  The below chart shows 
that Pleasantdale graduates perform at or above the township norm when it comes to GPA. 

 
 
 
Takeaways from the Data: The data provided to associate schools from Lyons Township High School 
helps our district gauge the effectiveness of programs and initiatives. Likewise, it allows us to reflect on 

 



 

our current practices and make necessary course corrections. As we review the data, we find several 
highlights and a few areas to focus on for improvement over the next few years.     

●​ The transition to LTHS is smooth for our students. 
●​ Students report that they are well prepared for the rigors of high school, and the distribution of 

A's and B's would support that perception. 
●​ Students report a positive experience at middle school. 
●​ Our students perform well academically, often outperforming the township comparison group. 
●​ Students report needing additional support for executive functioning skills (e.g., test-taking 

strategies, study strategies, time management, etc.). 

 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 13, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: Patricia Davis 

 
Request dated: March 13, 2025 
 

Dear SD107 FOIA officer: 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act I 
respectfully request the following documents 
not for commercial purposes: 
 
Electronic copies of all 
correspondence/documents/memos  
 

1. between representatives of 
Pleasantdale School District 107 
(including consultants, if any) and 
representatives of the Village of Burr 
Ridge (including consultants, if any) 
regarding the sale/transfer of the 
Burr Ridge Village Hall to SD107 
and 

2. within and among representatives of 
Pleasantdale School District 107 
regarding acquiring the Burr Ridge 
Village Hall (including meeting 
minutes) 

for the period January 1, 2024 through the 
execution date of this FOIA request. 
 
Your response may be sent electronically to 
me at patti@davismedpr.com. PLEASE 
REDACT MY EMAIL ADDRESS BEFORE 
PUBLISHING THIS FOIA REQUEST AND 
YOUR RESPONSE. 
 
Thank you for your attention to, and fulfillment 
of, this FOIA request. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Patricia A. Davis 
 

Response Dated: March 28, 2025 Response: See attached documents. 

 

 

mailto:patti@davismedpr.com


As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mail request under the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 
5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 14, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale School 
District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: Melissa Hall, Law Clerk, Ancel Glink 

 
Request dated: March 14, 2025 
 

Good morning, 
  
Per the Freedom of Information Act, I am 
requesting an electronic copy of the current 
employment contract for Superintendent David 
Palzet. 
  
Please provide via email to this 
address: mhall@ancelglink.com 
  
Please send today, if possible. 
  
I appreciate your assistance. 
  
Thank you, 
Mysi 
 

Response Dated: March 21, 2025 Response: See attached 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 

mailto:mhall@ancelglink.com




















Created with the assistance of:  
 

 

NOTICE: When responding to this request, please send your response as a "Reply" email to the 
original inbound email [ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me] rather than starting a new thread. To 
maintain a single thread, please ensure that each subsequent response is sent as a "Reply" to the 
most recent inbound email from the other party. Additionally, please remove any "Re: " prefix (or 
any other "Reply" abbreviation, if any) from the subject line prior to clicking "Send" to ensure that 
all emails related to this request have the same exact "Subject" line text for sorting purposes. This 
approach aligns with the statutory duty under 5 ILCS 140/3.5(a)(4), which requires the retention 
of written communications and responses, ensuring efficient compliance with the Illinois Freedom 
of Information Act. By maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all communications are 
efficiently organized and retained, facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and 
archive our interaction. In accordance with the Act's emphasis on providing records "as 
expediently and efficiently as possible," we appreciate your prompt and efficient handling of this 
request. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in maintaining the suggested structured 
communication practice, which we both should be able to agree, is essential for efficient 
communications, record-keeping, and compliance. 

 

March 14, 2025 

RE:  FOIA Request #1 for Financial Records data (5 ILCS 140/2.5) 

Dear Superintendent, 

INTRODUCTION 

We are writing to submit a request under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140) for 
public records. We are submitting this request for non-commercial purposes. As such, we expect a 
response by Friday, March 21, 2025, which is five working days from the date of receipt by the 
public body (5 ILCS 140/3(d)). 

If you are the appointed Freedom of Information Act officer for this public body, please 
acknowledge receipt of this request and confirm that it is being processed. If you are not the FOIA 
officer responsible for handling financial records, please immediately forward this request to the 
Treasurer, who is the legal custodian of the school district's funds and maintains the records 
related to financial transactions, fund balances, and checking accounts. Please add our email 
address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, as a "Cc" to any email forwarding this FOIA request to 
either the Treasurer or FOIA officer, so that we are made aware that the process of a reply has 
begun. 

As the Superintendent and "Head of the public body" under the Illinois FOIA statute, you have a 
statutory duty to ensure compliance with this request. According to the statute, "Head of the public 
body" means the president, mayor, chairman, or other chief executive or administrative officer 
elected or appointed to the office of the public body, or, in the case of a public body that does not 
have an elected or appointed chief executive or administrative officer, the person who is 



responsible for conducting the affairs of the public body (5 ILCS 140/2). This designation is 
crucial for maintaining accountability and ensuring that FOIA requests are handled properly, as it 
creates a clear line of responsibility for compliance with the Act. 

The Illinois General Assembly included this definition to ensure that there is a specific individual 
accountable for compliance, aligning with the FOIA's purpose of promoting transparency and 
accountability in government operations. The preamble to the FOIA emphasizes the importance of 
transparency and accountability, and by designating a "Head of the public body," the statute 
reinforces these principles by providing a structured approach to compliance. 

We are submitting this request to the official email address designated by the Illinois State Board 
of Education for communication with the school district's chief administrator. This ensures that the 
request is directed to the appropriate individual responsible for ensuring full compliance with the 
FOIA statute. 

We demand that our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, be added to the contact list 
within the email program of the Head of the public body, FOIA officer(s), and Treasurer. This is 
essential to prevent future communications from being inadvertently flagged as spam or junk mail. 
Failure to do so could lead to delayed or missed responses to subsequent requests. Failure to 
update the contact list after being explicitly instructed to do so, and despite being informed of the 
importance of this action to prevent emails from being flagged as spam, may be considered a 
negligent or bad faith act. This negligence could lead to missed or delayed responses to 
subsequent FOIA requests, which could be asserted as part of any civil action taken to enforce 
compliance with the Act. We will not tolerate any attempts to avoid compliance through technical 
oversights or negligence. 

As required by the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, we expect a timely response and full 
compliance with this request. Failure to comply may result in legal action to enforce our rights 
under the Act. 

REQUESTED RECORDS 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the Treasurer's office for the annual 
expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2024, 2014, and 
2004 by the school district, including any predecessor districts that existed at the end of each 
respective fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the current district. This 
includes all relevant financial data from districts that, at the time, were separate entities but now 
form part of the current district. For example, if Districts #100 and #200 were separate in 2004 but 
consolidated into District #300 in 2010, we would request data for Districts #100 and #200 
individually for 2004, and then only for District #300 for 2014 and 2024. This request specifically 
excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested in vendors, firms, 
and individuals who have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal year, regardless 
of whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple payments. 

These records should be provided in their native electronic format, as they are maintained by the 
Treasurer. Specifically, we are seeking the data contained within each cell of the Excel worksheets 
used by the Treasurer to track these financial transactions. This data should be provided in a single 
Excel workbook file, with each fiscal year's data on a separate worksheet tab. We suggest labeling 
each tab as "FYxxxx," where "xxxx" represents the respective fiscal year (e.g., FY2024, FY2014, 
and FY2004). The requested format for the data within each tab is as follows: 



 Column A: Fiscal Year - The specific fiscal year for which the data applies (e.g., 2024, 
2014, and 2004). 

 Column B: Person/Firm/Contractor Name - The full name of the person, firm or 
contractor receiving payments. 

 Column C: Aggregate Amount Paid - The total aggregate dollar amount paid to each 
vendor or contractor for the respective fiscal year. 

 

 

By maintaining a structured system gathering expenditure data for vendors, contractors, 
individuals, etc. at or greater than $500 in a single, organized file, this approach transforms raw 
data into actionable information. It creates a centralized repository that can be easily updated 
annually by the Treasurer, allowing for seamless additions of new fiscal year data. This 
"evergreen" file will serve as a valuable resource, first and foremost, for the elected members of 
the Board of Education who collectively oversee the public body, secondly for the taxpayers who 
fund the public body, and also for parents, employees, media, academic researchers, and other 
community stakeholders, enhancing transparency and facilitating informed decision-making and 
long-term analysis of financial trends. It also aligns with best practices for record-keeping and 
compliance, ensuring that financial information remains accessible and organized over time. 

In the event that we submit subsequent FOIA requests for additional fiscal years, we kindly 
request that these new data sets be added to the same Excel workbook file, maintaining the same 
format and organization. This will allow us to keep all relevant data in a single, searchable file, 
enhancing our ability to analyze and compare financial information across multiple years. 

FORMAT AND DELIVERY 

Pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/3(e), we request that these records be provided in an electronic format, as 
they are already maintained in such a format for submission to the ISBE. This will ensure 
compliance with the Act's provisions regarding the provision of records in a reasonable electronic 
format. 

We request that the Treasurer certify the electronically maintained data in a manner similar to the 
following: 



"I, [Treasurer's Name], Treasurer of [School District Name, County and RCDT Number], do 
hereby certify that the attached records, which consist of expenditure data for vendors, contractors, 
and individuals (i.e., excluding the salaries and benefits of staff and employees), at or greater than 
$500 for the fiscal years 2024, 2014, and 2004, are true, correct, and complete copies of all 
relevant records found in the files of the Office of the School Treasurer, official custodian of all 
district money as well as all investments owned by the district. These records are provided in 
response to a Freedom of Information Act request received by the public body on [Date Received], 
as evidenced by the email server timestamp. I further certify that these records include all 
information responsive to the request and that no other records exist that are not included in this 
response." 

Additionally, we request a waiver of any applicable certification fee, as this request serves the 
public interest by promoting transparency and accountability in the use of public funds. 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS 

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in the custody or possession of a public 
body are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can prove by clear 
and convincing evidence that the records are exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect 
a timely response and adherence to the statutory requirements. Public bodies are required to 
respond to requests within five working days after receipt of the request, unless an extension is 
properly justified (5 ILCS 140/3(d)). 

Any failure to comply with this request will be viewed as indifference or negligence in fulfilling 
statutory duties. If necessary, we will pursue all available legal remedies, including filing 
complaints for official misconduct under Section 33-3 of the Illinois Criminal Code (720 ILCS 
5/33-3), which may result in felony charges against responsible officials, including the 
Superintendent. Additionally, we may seek injunctive relief, attorney fees, and civil penalties as 
provided under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, to ensure that our rights under FOIA are 
respected. 

CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS 

We understand that the Act permits a public body to charge a reasonable copying fee not to exceed 
the actual cost of reproduction. However, we are requesting a waiver of any applicable copying or 
processing fees, as this request serves the public interest by promoting transparency and 
accountability in the use of public funds. By disclosing these records, the public can better 
understand how financial resources are allocated and ensure that they are used efficiently and 
effectively. 

Thank you. 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 

 

 

 



Email Body: 

______________________ 
Reply above this line. 

 

Date:  March 14, 2025 
Subject Line: [County*Type+#*Name (xx-xxx-xxxx-xx): FOIA REQUEST #1] 
 

Dear Superintendent, 

See attached FOIA Request. 

When initially responding to the attached FOIA request, please send the first response as a 
"Reply" email to ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me rather than starting a new thread via a new 
email. If both parties respond in the same manner (responding to the most recent inbound email 
from the other party) until the request is fulfilled, there will only be one email thread. 
Additionally, please remove any "Re: " prefix (or any other "Reply" abbreviation, if any) from the 
subject line prior to clicking "Send" to ensure that all "Reply" emails related to this request have 
the same exact "Subject" line text (see above) for sorting purposes. This approach aligns with the 
statutory duty under 5 ILCS 140/3.5(a)(4), which requires the retention of written communications 
and responses. By maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all communications are 
efficiently organized and retained, facilitating compliance with the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in maintaining the suggested 
structured communication practice, which we both should be able to agree, is essential for efficient 
communications, record-keeping, and compliance. 

Thus, all written communications surrounding the fulfillment of this FOIA can be archived (print-
to-PDF) by both the FOIA officer and the requester as a single document, maintaining a clear and 
organized record of our interaction. 

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, March 21, 2025 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 14, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: Ad.Cuius.Bonum@proton.me 

 
Request dated: March 14, 2025 
 

See attached for the original FOIA request that was 
sent as a PDF attachment. 

Response Dated: March 21, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois 
Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 
ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the 
Pleasantdale School District 107 via email 
on March 14, 2025.  The request was sent 
from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond 
to requests from a “person” as defined 
under the statute. Please verify whether 
this is from a person or is AI-generated. If 
this is from a person, please provide a 
more secure email address for the 
District’s response and put the request in 
the body of the email and not as an 
attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to 
verify that your request is being made for a 
“commercial purpose.” For your reference, 
FOIA defines “Commercial purpose” 
broadly to include “the use of any part of a 
public record or records, or information 
derived from public records, in any form 
for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 
ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of 
FOIA for a person to knowingly obtain a 
public record for a commercial purpose 

mailto:Ad.Cuius.Bonum@proton.me


without disclosing that it is for a 
commercial purpose, if requested to do so 
by the public body. See 5 ILCS 
140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of 
these inquiries, we will provide further 
FOIA response(s) within the applicable 
timeline (21 working days for commercial 
requests). We will consider all FOIA 
deadlines to be tolled and start over after 
your response to our inquiries. Until we 
receive full responses to our inquiries, the 
District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or 
further communications in regards to any 
requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any 
alleged others on behalf of your 
organization. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days, we will consider your 
request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 21, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

 
Request dated: March 21, 2025 
 

March 21, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #2 for Financial Records 
Data ... Fiscal Years 2019, 2009, and 1999  (5 ILCS 
140/2.5)    (ROE Grouping - 06) 

Dear Superintendent,  

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section 
(dated March 14, 2025) for detailed instructions on 
handling this request. Note that there is no 
attachment to this FOIA #2; instead, all instructions 
found in FOIA #1 should be referenced and adhered 
to for this request as well. This serves as a reminder 
that you are bound by the same requirements and 
expectations outlined in FOIA #1. In summary, please 
respond as a "Reply" to this email, removing any 
"Re: " prefix or other "Reply" abbreviation from the 
subject line. By maintaining a single thread, we can 
ensure that all communications are efficiently 
organized and retained, facilitating compliance and 
making it easier to track and archive our interaction.  

This request is submitted for non-commercial 
purposes under the Illinois Freedom of Information 
Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar to FOIA #1 but seeks 
financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer to 
FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on handling this 
request, including the format for the data and the 
structured communication practice.  

REQUEST #2  

We are requesting the actual electronic data 
maintained by the district’s Treasurer for the annual 
expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and 
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individuals for the fiscal years 2019, 2009, and 
1999 by each school district, including any 
predecessor districts that existed at the end of each 
respective fiscal year and have since consolidated or 
annexed into the current district. This request 
specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits 
paid to staff members. We are interested in vendors, 
firms, and individuals who have received total 
payments of $500 or more for each fiscal year, 
regardless of whether this total comes from a single 
payment or multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding 
the data for fiscal years 2019, 2009, and 1999 as 
additional worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook 
delivered for FOIA #1 (containing FY, 2024, 
FY2014, and FY2004). This would result in a single 
Excel workbook containing six tabs (FY2024, 
FY2019, FY2014, FY2009, FY2004, and FY1999), 
organizing all responses to date in one file. If this is 
not feasible, please provide the data for FY2019, 
FY2009, and FY1999 in a separate Excel workbook 
following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  

We request that each district's Treasurer certify the 
electronically maintained data. The certification 
should be similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, 
stating that the records are true, correct, and complete 
copies of all relevant records found in the files of the 
Office of the School Treasurer, official custodian of 
all district money as well as all investments owned by 
the district. This certification should cover the data 
for fiscal years 2019, 2009, and 1999.  

We request a waiver of any applicable copying or 
processing fees, as this request serves the public 
interest by promoting transparency and accountability 
in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email 
address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact 
lists to prevent future communications from being 
flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all 
records in the custody or possession of a public body 
are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, 
unless the public body can prove by clear and 
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convincing evidence that the records are exempt from 
disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a timely 
response and adherence to the statutory 
requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, March 
28, 2025  

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public 
records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request when the subject line 
follows a format similar to: "FOIA Request #__ For 
Public Records (Date: Day, Month, 2025)". For 
such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a 
previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a 
trusted contact in all email accounts 
maintained by, or otherwise confirm that this 
email address has been added as a trusted 
contact in all email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your 
public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or 
more officials or employees to act as its 
Freedom of Information officer or 
officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined 
in 5 ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules 
to ensure communications from this address 
are not diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine 
folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA 
request email by clicking the "Send read 
receipt" option in your email client on the 
same date as received or the next business 
day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA 
request was sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating 
all subsequent statutory deadlines under 
FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your 
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public body to our address, improving future 
deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these 
directives may result in:   

1. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due 
to non-response within the statutorily 
mandated timeframe. Note: "The FOIA 
request was routed to a spam folder" will 
not be considered a valid excuse, as 
compliance with directives #1 and #2 
above effectively eliminates this 
possibility. The court is unlikely to find 
"the dog ate the requester's well-drafted 
FOIA" arguments persuasive, especially 
when the dog should have been put on a 
leash (as per directives #1 and #2) when 
warned via this Notice.   

2. A determination that the public body 
has "acted in bad faith" as contemplated by 5 
ILCS 140/11(j), potentially subjecting the 
public body to civil penalties.   

3. Immediate legal action to compel 
compliance with FOIA and to seek all 
available remedies under Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation 
of your awareness regarding proper handling 
of communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions 
related to this FOIA request will be 
meticulously documented and may be used 
as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  
 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  

  
  
Footer Notice: Trusted Contact (v1.30) 
 
 
Created with the assistance of: 
 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: March 28, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois 
Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 
ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the 
Pleasantdale School District 107 via email 
on March 14, 2025.  The request was sent 
from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 

https://proton.me/mail/home


We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond 
to requests from a “person” as defined 
under the statute. Please verify whether 
this is from a person or is AI-generated. If 
this is from a person, please provide a 
more secure email address for the 
District’s response and put the request in 
the body of the email and not as an 
attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to 
verify that your request is being made for a 
“commercial purpose.” For your reference, 
FOIA defines “Commercial purpose” 
broadly to include “the use of any part of a 
public record or records, or information 
derived from public records, in any form 
for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 
ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of 
FOIA for a person to knowingly obtain a 
public record for a commercial purpose 
without disclosing that it is for a 
commercial purpose, if requested to do so 
by the public body. See 5 ILCS 
140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of 
these inquiries, we will provide further 
FOIA response(s) within the applicable 
timeline (21 working days for commercial 
requests). We will consider all FOIA 
deadlines to be tolled and start over after 
your response to our inquiries. Until we 
receive full responses to our inquiries, the 
District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or 
further communications in regards to any 
requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any 
alleged others on behalf of your 
organization. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days, we will consider your 
request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 



this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 23, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: Ad.Cuius.Bonum@proton.me 

 
 
Request dated: March 23, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section 
(dated March 14, 2025) for detailed instructions on 
handling this request. FOIA #1 is attached only for 
reference purposes. In summary, please respond as 
a "Reply" to this email, removing any "Re: " prefix 
or other "Reply" abbreviation from the subject line. 
By maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that 
all communications are efficiently organized and 
retained, facilitating compliance and making it 
easier to track and archive our interaction.  
 

March 23, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #3_March 23, 
2025_Financial Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE 
Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

 
This request is submitted for non-commercial 
purposes under the Illinois Freedom of Information 
Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar to FOIA #1 but seeks 
financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer 
to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on handling this 
request, including the format for the data and the 
structured communication practice.  

REQUEST #3:  FY2020, FY2010, FY2000 

We are requesting the actual electronic data 
maintained by the district’s Treasurer for the annual 
expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and 
individuals for the fiscal years 2020, 2010, and 
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2000 by the school district, including any predecessor 
districts that existed at the end of each respective 
fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed 
into the current district. This request specifically 
excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff 
members. We are interested in vendors, firms, and 
individuals who have received total payments of $500 
or more for each fiscal year, regardless of whether 
this total comes from a single payment or multiple 
payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding 
the data for fiscal years 2020, 2010, and 2000 as 
additional worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook 
delivered to us in response to FOIA #1 (containing 
FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). This would result 
in a single Excel workbook containing multiple 
"annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one 
file. If this is not feasible, please provide the data for 
fiscal years 2020, 2010, and 2000 in a separate Excel 
workbook following the same format as specified 
in FOIA #1.  

We request that each district's Treasurer certify the 
electronically maintained data. The certification 
should be similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, 
stating that the records are true, correct, and complete 
copies of all relevant records found in the files of the 
Office of the School Treasurer, official custodian of 
all district money as well as all investments owned by 
the district. This certification should cover the data 
for fiscal years 2020, 2010, and 2000.  

We request a waiver of any applicable copying or 
processing fees, as this request serves the public 
interest by promoting transparency and accountability 
in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email 
address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact 
lists to prevent future communications from being 
flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all 
records in the custody or possession of a public body 
are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, 
unless the public body can prove by clear and 
convincing evidence that the records are exempt from 
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disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a timely 
response and adherence to the statutory 
requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, March 
28, 2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public 
records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  
  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request when the subject line 
follows a format similar to: "FOIA Request 
#X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For such 
emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a 
previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted 
contact in all email accounts maintained by, 
or otherwise confirm that this email address 
has been added as a trusted contact in all 
email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your 
public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or 
more officials or employees to act as its 
Freedom of Information officer or 
officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined 
in 5 ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules 
to ensure communications from this address 
are not diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine 
folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the 
initial FOIA request email by clicking 
the "Send read receipt" option in your 
email client on the same date as received or 
the next business day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time 
the FOIA request was sent, as stated in the 
subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating 
all subsequent statutory deadlines 
under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your 
public body to our address, improving future 
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deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these 
directives may result in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due 
to non-response within the statutorily 
mandated timeframe. Note: 
"The FOIA request was routed to a spam 
folder" will not be considered a valid 
excuse, as compliance with directives #1 
and #2 above effectively eliminates this 
possibility. The court is unlikely to find 
"the dog ate the requester's well-
drafted FOIA" arguments persuasive, 
especially when the dog should have been 
put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) 
when warned via this Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body 
has "acted in bad faith" as contemplated by 5 
ILCS 140/11(j), potentially subjecting the 
public body to civil penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel 
compliance with FOIA and to seek all 
available remedies under Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation 
of your awareness regarding proper handling 
of communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions 
related to this FOIA request will be 
meticulously documented and may be used 
as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 

perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: March 31, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois 
Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 
ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the 
Pleasantdale School District 107 via email 
on March 14, 2025.  The request was sent 
from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  

http://perplexity.ai/
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FOIA only requires the District to respond 
to requests from a “person” as defined 
under the statute. Please verify whether 
this is from a person or is AI-generated. If 
this is from a person, please provide a 
more secure email address for the 
District’s response and put the request in 
the body of the email and not as an 
attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to 
verify that your request is being made for a 
“commercial purpose.” For your reference, 
FOIA defines “Commercial purpose” 
broadly to include “the use of any part of a 
public record or records, or information 
derived from public records, in any form 
for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 
ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of 
FOIA for a person to knowingly obtain a 
public record for a commercial purpose 
without disclosing that it is for a 
commercial purpose, if requested to do so 
by the public body. See 5 ILCS 
140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of 
these inquiries, we will provide further 
FOIA response(s) within the applicable 
timeline (21 working days for commercial 
requests). We will consider all FOIA 
deadlines to be tolled and start over after 
your response to our inquiries. Until we 
receive full responses to our inquiries, the 
District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or 
further communications in regards to any 
requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any 
alleged others on behalf of your 
organization. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days, we will consider your 
request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 



 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 24, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request dated: March 24, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated 
March 14, 2025) for detailed instructions on handling this 
request. In summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this 
email, removing any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" 
abbreviation from the subject line. By maintaining a single 
thread, we can ensure that all communications are 
efficiently organized and retained, facilitating compliance 
and making it easier to track and archive our interaction.  
 

March 24, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #4_March 24, 2025_Financial 
Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under 
the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140). It is 
similar to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, and FOIA #3, but seeks 
financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer 
to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on handling this request, 
including the format for the data and the structured 
communication practice.  

REQUEST #4:  FY2021, FY2011, FY2001 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the 
district’s Treasurer for the annual expenses paid to identified 
vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2021, 
2011, and 2001 by the school district, including any 
predecessor districts that existed at the end of each respective 
fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the 
current district. This request specifically excludes salaries, 
wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested 
in vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total 
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payments of $500 or more for each fiscal year, regardless of 
whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple 
payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data 
for fiscal years 2021, 2011, and 2001 as additional worksheet 
tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in response 
to FOIA #1 (containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). 
This would result in a single Excel workbook containing 
multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one 
file. If this is not feasible, please provide the data for fiscal 
years 2021, 2011, and 2001 in a separate Excel workbook 
following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the 
electronically maintained data. The certification should be 
similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the 
records are true, correct, and complete copies of all relevant 
records found in the files of the Office of the School 
Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as 
all investments owned by the district. This certification 
should cover the data for fiscal years 2021, 2011, and 2001.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing 
fees, as this request serves the public interest by promoting 
transparency and accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to 
your contact lists to prevent future communications from 
being flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in 
the custody or possession of a public body are presumed to be 
open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the records are 
exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a timely 
response and adherence to the statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Monday, March 31, 
2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records 
request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  
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NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request when the subject line follows a format 
similar to: "FOIA Request 
#X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a 
previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact 
in all email accounts maintained by, or otherwise 
confirm that this email address has been added as a 
trusted contact in all email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public 
body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more 
officials or employees to act as its Freedom of 
Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 
140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure 
communications from this address are not diverted to 
spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request 
email by clicking the "Send read receipt" option in 
your email client on the same date as received or the 
next business day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was 
sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all 
subsequent statutory deadlines under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body 
to our address, improving future deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may 
result in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-
response within the statutorily mandated 
timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed 
to a spam folder" will not be considered a valid 
excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 
above effectively eliminates this possibility. The 
court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments 
persuasive, especially when the dog should have 
been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) 
when warned via this Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in 
bad faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 140/11(j), 
potentially subjecting the public body to civil 
penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance 
with FOIA and to seek all available remedies under 
Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your 
awareness regarding proper handling of 
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communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to 
this FOIA request will be meticulously documented 
and may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: March 31, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., 
was received by the Pleasantdale School District 
107 via email on March 14, 2025.  The request 
was sent from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to 
requests from a “person” as defined under the 
statute. Please verify whether this is from a 
person or is AI-generated. If this is from a 
person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put 
the request in the body of the email and not as 
an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that 
your request is being made for a “commercial 
purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines 
“Commercial purpose” broadly to include “the 
use of any part of a public record or records, or 
information derived from public records, in any 
form for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 
140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA 
for a person to knowingly obtain a public record 
for a commercial purpose without disclosing that 
it is for a commercial purpose, if requested to do 
so by the public body. See 5 ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
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Upon receiving your response to all of these 
inquiries, we will provide further FOIA 
response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 
working days for commercial requests). We will 
consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled and start 
over after your response to our inquiries. Until we 
receive full responses to our inquiries, the District 
will not proceed to provide any further 
substantive FOIA responses or further 
communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged 
others on behalf of your organization. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will 
consider your request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 25, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request dated: March 25, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated 
March 14, 2025) for detailed instructions on handling this 
request. In summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this 
email, removing any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" 
abbreviation from the subject line. By maintaining a single 
thread, we can ensure that all communications are 
efficiently organized and retained, facilitating compliance 
and making it easier to track and archive our interaction.  
 

March 25, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #5 March 25, 2025_Financial 
Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under 
the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140). It is 
similar to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3 and FOIA #4, but 
seeks financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer 
to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on handling this request, 
including the format for the data and the structured 
communication practice.  

REQUEST #5:  FY2022, FY2012, FY2002 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the 
district’s Treasurer for the annual expenses paid to identified 
vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2022, 
2012, and 2002 by the school district, including any 
predecessor districts that existed at the end of each respective 
fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the 
current district. This request specifically excludes salaries, 
wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested 
in vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total 
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payments of $500 or more for each fiscal year, regardless of 
whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple 
payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data 
for fiscal years 2022, 2012, and 2002 as additional worksheet 
tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in response 
to FOIA #1 (containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). 
This would result in a single Excel workbook containing 
multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one 
file. If this is not feasible, please provide the data for fiscal 
years 2022, 2012, and 2002 in a separate Excel workbook 
following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the 
electronically maintained data. The certification should be 
similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the 
records are true, correct, and complete copies of all relevant 
records found in the files of the Office of the School 
Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as 
all investments owned by the district. This certification 
should cover the data for fiscal years 2022, 2012, and 2002.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing 
fees, as this request serves the public interest by promoting 
transparency and accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, 
to your contact lists to prevent future communications from 
being flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in 
the custody or possession of a public body are presumed to be 
open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the records are 
exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a timely 
response and adherence to the statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Tuesday, April 1, 
2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records 
request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  
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NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request when the subject line follows a format 
similar to: "FOIA Request 
#X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a 
previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact 
in all email accounts maintained by, or otherwise 
confirm that this email address has been added as a 
trusted contact in all email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public 
body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more 
officials or employees to act as its Freedom of 
Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 
140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure 
communications from this address are not diverted to 
spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request 
email by clicking the "Send read receipt" option in 
your email client on the same date as received or the 
next business day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was 
sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all 
subsequent statutory deadlines under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body 
to our address, improving future deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may 
result in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-
response within the statutorily mandated 
timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed 
to a spam folder" will not be considered a valid 
excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 
above effectively eliminates this possibility. The 
court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments 
persuasive, especially when the dog should have 
been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) 
when warned via this Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in 
bad faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 140/11(j), 
potentially subjecting the public body to civil 
penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance 
with FOIA and to seek all available remedies under 
Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your 
awareness regarding proper handling of 
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communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to 
this FOIA request will be meticulously documented 
and may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: April 1, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., 
was received by the Pleasantdale School District 
107 via email on March 14, 2025.  The request 
was sent from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to 
requests from a “person” as defined under the 
statute. Please verify whether this is from a 
person or is AI-generated. If this is from a 
person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put 
the request in the body of the email and not as 
an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that 
your request is being made for a “commercial 
purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines 
“Commercial purpose” broadly to include “the 
use of any part of a public record or records, or 
information derived from public records, in any 
form for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 
140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA 
for a person to knowingly obtain a public record 
for a commercial purpose without disclosing that 
it is for a commercial purpose, if requested to do 
so by the public body. See 5 ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
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Upon receiving your response to all of these 
inquiries, we will provide further FOIA 
response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 
working days for commercial requests). We will 
consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled and start 
over after your response to our inquiries. Until we 
receive full responses to our inquiries, the District 
will not proceed to provide any further 
substantive FOIA responses or further 
communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged 
others on behalf of your organization. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will 
consider your request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 26, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: Keith Bailey, Membership Chairman for West Lake Shore Unit of the Illinois 
Retired Teachers Association 

 
Request dated: March 26, 2025 
 

Good Afternoon, 
I am the Membership Chairman for West Lake 
Shore Unit of the Illinois Retired Teachers 
Association and requesting as a part of the 
FOIA procedure a list of teachers and certified 
staff who are retiring at the end of the 2025 
school year. 
Could you please send me their name and 
school email.  
Thank you so much! 
Keith Bailey 
 

Response Dated: April 2, 2025 Response:  
 
Peg Riordan-Priordan@d107.org 
Barbara Triggs-btriggs@d107.org 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 26, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request dated: March 26, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section 
(dated March 14, 2025) for detailed instructions on 
handling this request. In summary, please respond as a 
"Reply" to this email, removing any "Re: " prefix or other 
"Reply" abbreviation from the subject line. By 
maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all 
communications are efficiently organized and retained, 
facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and 
archive our interaction.  
 

March 26, 2026 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #6 March 26, 2026_Financial 
Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

 
This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes 
under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140). 
It is similar to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3, FOIA #4 
and  FOIA #5, but seeks financial data for different fiscal 
years. Please refer to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on 
handling this request, including the format for the data and 
the structured communication practice.  

REQUEST #6:  FY2023, FY2013, FY2003 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by 
the district’s Treasurer for the annual expenses paid to 
identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal 
years 2023, 2013, and 2003 by the school district, including 
any predecessor districts that existed at the end of each 
respective fiscal year and have since consolidated or 
annexed into the current district. This request specifically 
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excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. 
We are interested in vendors, firms, and individuals who 
have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal 
year, regardless of whether this total comes from a single 
payment or multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the 
data for fiscal years 2023, 2013, and 2003 as additional 
worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in 
response to FOIA #1 (containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and 
FY2004). This would result in a single Excel workbook 
containing multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses 
to date in one file. If this is not feasible, please provide the 
data for fiscal years 2023, 2013, and 2003 in a separate 
Excel workbook following the same format as specified in 
FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the 
electronically maintained data. The certification should be 
similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the 
records are true, correct, and complete copies of all relevant 
records found in the files of the Office of the School 
Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as 
all investments owned by the district. This certification 
should cover the data for fiscal years 2023, 2013, and 2003.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or 
processing fees, as this request serves the public interest by 
promoting transparency and accountability in the use of 
public funds.  

Please add our email 
address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact lists 
to prevent future communications from being flagged as 
spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in 
the custody or possession of a public body are presumed to 
be open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the records are 
exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a 
timely response and adherence to the statutory 
requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Wednesday, April 2, 
2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public 
records request. 
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Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  
  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request when the subject line follows a format 
similar to: "FOIA Request 
#X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a previous 
FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact 
in all email accounts maintained by, or otherwise 
confirm that this email address has been added as a 
trusted contact in all email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public 
body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more 
officials or employees to act as its Freedom of 
Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 
ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to 
ensure communications from this address are not 
diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request 
email by clicking the "Send read receipt" option 
in your email client on the same date as received or 
the next business day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was 
sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all 
subsequent statutory deadlines under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public 
body to our address, improving future 
deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives 
may result in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-
response within the statutorily mandated 
timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed 
to a spam folder" will not be considered a valid 
excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 
above effectively eliminates this possibility. The 
court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments 
persuasive, especially when the dog should have 
been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) 
when warned via this Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in 
bad faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 140/11(j), 
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potentially subjecting the public body to civil 
penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance with 
FOIA and to seek all available remedies under 
Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your 
awareness regarding proper handling of 
communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to 
this FOIA request will be meticulously documented 
and may be used as evidence in any subsequent 
legal proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 

perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: April 10, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom 
of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 140/1 et 
seq., was received by the Pleasantdale School 
District 107 via email on March 26, 2025.  The 
request was sent from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-
generated and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to 
requests from a “person” as defined under the 
statute. Please verify whether this is from a 
person or is AI-generated. If this is from a 
person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put 
the request in the body of the email and not as 
an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that 
your request is being made for a “commercial 
purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines 
“Commercial purpose” broadly to include “the 
use of any part of a public record or records, or 
information derived from public records, in any 
form for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 
140/2(c-10).  
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Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA 
for a person to knowingly obtain a public record 
for a commercial purpose without disclosing that 
it is for a commercial purpose, if requested to do 
so by the public body. See 5 ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of these 
inquiries, we will provide further FOIA 
response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 
working days for commercial requests). We will 
consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled and 
start over after your response to our inquiries. 
Until we receive full responses to our inquiries, 
the District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or further 
communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged 
others on behalf of your organization. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will 
consider your request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 28, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request dated: March 28, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated March 
14, 2025) for detailed instructions on handling this request. In 
summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this email, removing 
any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" abbreviation from the subject 
line. By maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all 
communications are efficiently organized and retained, 
facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and archive 
our interaction.  
 

March 28, 2026 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #7 March 28, 2026_Financial Records 
Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under the 
Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar 
to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3, FOIA #4, FOIA #5 and FOIA #6, 
but seeks financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer 
to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on handling this request, 
including the format for the data and the structured communication 
practice.  

REQUEST #7:  FY2018, FY2008, FY1998 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the 
district’s Treasurer for the annual expenses paid to identified 
vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2018, 2008, and 
1998 by the school district, including any predecessor districts that 
existed at the end of each respective fiscal year and have since 
consolidated or annexed into the current district. This request 
specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff 
members. We are interested in vendors, firms, and individuals who 
have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal year, 
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regardless of whether this total comes from a single payment or 
multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data for 
fiscal years 2018, 2008, and 1998 as additional worksheet tabs to the 
Excel workbook delivered to us in response to FOIA #1 (containing 
FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). This would result in a single Excel 
workbook containing multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all 
responses to date in one file. If this is not feasible, please provide the 
data for fiscal years 2018, 2008, and 1998 in a separate Excel 
workbook following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the electronically 
maintained data. The certification should be similar to the one 
requested in FOIA #1, stating that the records are true, correct, and 
complete copies of all relevant records found in the files of the 
Office of the School Treasurer, official custodian of all district 
money as well as all investments owned by the district. This 
certification should cover the data for fiscal years 2018, 2008, and 
1998.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing fees, as 
this request serves the public interest by promoting transparency and 
accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your 
contact lists to prevent future communications from being flagged as 
spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in the 
custody or possession of a public body are presumed to be open to 
inspection or copying, unless the public body can prove by clear and 
convincing evidence that the records are exempt from disclosure (5 
ILCS 140/1.2). We expect a timely response and adherence to the 
statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, April 4, 2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records 
request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request when the subject line follows a format similar 
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to: "FOIA Request #X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For 
such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a 
previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact in all 
email accounts maintained by, or otherwise confirm that this 
email address has been added as a trusted contact in all 
email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more officials 
or employees to act as its Freedom of Information officer or 
officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 
140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure 
communications from this address are not diverted to spam, 
junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request email by 
clicking the "Send read receipt" option in your email 
client on the same date as received or the next business day. 
This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was sent, as 
stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all subsequent 
statutory deadlines under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body to our 
address, improving future deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may result 
in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-
response within the statutorily mandated timeframe. Note: 
"The FOIA request was routed to a spam folder" will 
not be considered a valid excuse, as compliance with 
directives #1 and #2 above effectively eliminates this 
possibility. The court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments persuasive, 
especially when the dog should have been put on a leash 
(as per directives #1 and #2) when warned via this 
Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in bad 
faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 140/11(j), potentially 
subjecting the public body to civil penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance 
with FOIA and to seek all available remedies under Illinois 
law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your 
awareness regarding proper handling of communications 
from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to 
this FOIA request will be meticulously documented and 
may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  
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Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response Dated: April 10, 2025 Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., was 
received by the Pleasantdale School District 107 via 
email on March 28, 2025.  The request was sent from 
an unknown source “ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-generated 
and raises security issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to requests 
from a “person” as defined under the statute. Please 
verify whether this is from a person or is AI-generated. 
If this is from a person, please provide a more secure 
email address for the District’s response and put 
the request in the body of the email and not as an 
attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that your 
request is being made for a “commercial purpose.” For 
your reference, FOIA defines “Commercial purpose” 
broadly to include “the use of any part of a public 
record or records, or information derived from public 
records, in any form for sale, resale, or solicitation or 
advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 140/2(c-
10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA for a 
person to knowingly obtain a public record for a 
commercial purpose without disclosing that it is for a 
commercial purpose, if requested to do so by the 
public body. See 5 ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of these inquiries, 
we will provide further FOIA response(s) within the 
applicable timeline (21 working days for commercial 
requests). We will consider all FOIA deadlines to be 
tolled and start over after your response to our 
inquiries. Until we receive full responses to our 
inquiries, the District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or further 
communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged others 
on behalf of your organization. If we do not hear from 
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you within 30 days, we will consider your request(s) 
abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 29, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request 
dated: 
March 29, 
2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated March 14, 2025) for detailed 
instructions on handling this request. In summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this 
email, removing any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" abbreviation from the subject line. By 
maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all communications are efficiently 
organized and retained, facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and archive 
our interaction.  
 

March 29, 2026 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #8 March 29, 2026_Financial Records Data (5 ILCS 
140/2.5)_ROE Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar 
to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3, FOIA #4, FOIA #5, FOIA #6, and FOIA #7, but seeks 
financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on 
handling this request, including the format for the data and the structured communication 
practice.  

REQUEST #8:  FY2015, FY2005 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the district’s Treasurer for the 
annual expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2015 
and 2005 by the school district, including any predecessor districts that existed at the end of 
each respective fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the current district. 
This request specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are 
interested in vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total payments of $500 or 
more for each fiscal year, regardless of whether this total comes from a single payment or 
multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data for fiscal years 2015 and 
2005 as additional worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in response 
to FOIA #1 (containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). This would result in a single Excel 
workbook containing multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one file. If 
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this is not feasible, please provide the data for fiscal years 2015 and 2005 in a separate Excel 
workbook following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the electronically maintained data. The 
certification should be similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the records are 
true, correct, and complete copies of all relevant records found in the files of the Office of the 
School Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as all investments owned by 
the district. This certification should cover the data for fiscal years 2015 and 2005.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing fees, as this request serves the 
public interest by promoting transparency and accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact lists to prevent 
future communications from being flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in the custody or possession of a 
public body are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the records are exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 
140/1.2). We expect a timely response and adherence to the statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, April 4, 2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request when the subject 
line follows a format similar to: "FOIA Request #X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For 
such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact in all email accounts maintained 
by, or otherwise confirm that this email address has been added as a trusted contact in 
all email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more officials or employees to act as its 
Freedom of Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure communications from this 
address are not diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request email by clicking the "Send read 
receipt" option in your email client on the same date as received or the next business 
day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all subsequent statutory deadlines 
under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body to our address, improving future 
deliverability  
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FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may result in:   

4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-response within the statutorily 
mandated timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed to a spam folder" will 
not be considered a valid excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 above 
effectively eliminates this possibility. The court is unlikely to find "the dog ate 
the requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments persuasive, especially when the 
dog should have been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) when warned 
via this Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in bad faith" as contemplated by 5 
ILCS 140/11(j), potentially subjecting the public body to civil penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance with FOIA and to seek all available 
remedies under Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your awareness regarding proper 
handling of communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to this FOIA request will be 
meticulously documented and may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal 
proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Response 
Dated: 
April 10, 
2025 

Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 
5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the Pleasantdale School District 
107 via email on March 29, 2025.  The request was sent from an unknown 
source “ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-generated and raises security 
issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to requests from a “person” as 
defined under the statute. Please verify whether this is from a person or is 
AI-generated. If this is from a person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put the request in the body of the 
email and not as an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that your request is being 
made for a “commercial purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines 
“Commercial purpose” broadly to include “the use of any part of a public 
record or records, or information derived from public records, in any form 
for sale, resale, or solicitation or advertisement for sales or services.” 5 
ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
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Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA for a person to knowingly 
obtain a public record for a commercial purpose without disclosing that it is 
for a commercial purpose, if requested to do so by the public body. See 5 
ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
 
Upon receiving your response to all of these inquiries, we will provide 
further FOIA response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 working days 
for commercial requests). We will consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled 
and start over after your response to our inquiries. Until we receive full 
responses to our inquiries, the District will not proceed to provide any 
further substantive FOIA responses or further communications in regards 
to any requests from “ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged others 
on behalf of your organization. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, 
we will consider your request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 30, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request 
dated: 
March 
30, 2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated March 14, 2025) for detailed 
instructions on handling this request. In summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this email, 
removing any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" abbreviation from the subject line. By 
maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all communications are efficiently organized 
and retained, facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and archive our 
interaction.  
 

March 30, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #9 March 30, 2025_Financial Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE 
Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under the Illinois Freedom of Information 
Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar 
to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3, FOIA #4, FOIA #5, FOIA #6, FOIA #7 and FOIA #8, but seeks 
financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions on 
handling this request, including the format for the data and the structured communication 
practice.  

REQUEST #9:  FY2016, FY2006 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the district’s Treasurer for the annual 
expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2016 and 2006 by 
the school district, including any predecessor districts that existed at the end of each respective 
fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the current district. This request 
specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested in 
vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal 
year, regardless of whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data for fiscal years 2016 and 2006 as 
additional worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in response to FOIA #1 
(containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). This would result in a single Excel workbook 
containing multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one file. If this is not 
feasible, please provide the data for fiscal years 2016 and 2006 in a separate Excel workbook 
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following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the electronically maintained data. The 
certification should be similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the records are true, 
correct, and complete copies of all relevant records found in the files of the Office of the School 
Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as all investments owned by the district. 
This certification should cover the data for fiscal years 2016 and 2006.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing fees, as this request serves the 
public interest by promoting transparency and accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact lists to prevent 
future communications from being flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in the custody or possession of a 
public body are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can prove 
by clear and convincing evidence that the records are exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). 
We expect a timely response and adherence to the statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Friday, April 4, 2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request when the subject 
line follows a format similar to: "FOIA Request #X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For 
such emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact in all email accounts maintained by, 
or otherwise confirm that this email address has been added as a trusted contact in all 
email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more officials or employees to act as its 
Freedom of Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure communications from this address 
are not diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request email by clicking the "Send read 
receipt" option in your email client on the same date as received or the next business 
day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all subsequent statutory deadlines 
under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body to our address, improving future 
deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may result in:   
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4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-response within the statutorily 
mandated timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed to a spam folder" will 
not be considered a valid excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 above 
effectively eliminates this possibility. The court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments persuasive, especially when the dog 
should have been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) when warned via this 
Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in bad faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 
140/11(j), potentially subjecting the public body to civil penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance with FOIA and to seek all available 
remedies under Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your awareness regarding proper 
handling of communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to this FOIA request will be meticulously 
documented and may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 

Respons
e Dated: 
April 
10, 2025 

Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 
ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the Pleasantdale School District 107 via 
email on March 30, 2025.  The request was sent from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-generated and raises security 
issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to requests from a “person” as 
defined under the statute. Please verify whether this is from a person or is AI-
generated. If this is from a person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put the request in the body of the 
email and not as an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that your request is being made 
for a “commercial purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines “Commercial 
purpose” broadly to include “the use of any part of a public record or records, 
or information derived from public records, in any form for sale, resale, or 
solicitation or advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA for a person to knowingly 
obtain a public record for a commercial purpose without disclosing that it is 
for a commercial purpose, if requested to do so by the public body. See 5 
ILCS 140/3.1(c).  
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Upon receiving your response to all of these inquiries, we will provide further 
FOIA response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 working days for 
commercial requests). We will consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled and 
start over after your response to our inquiries. Until we receive full responses 
to our inquiries, the District will not proceed to provide any further substantive 
FOIA responses or further communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged others on behalf of your 
organization. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, we will consider your 
request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 



 
 
 

This email is in response to your e-mailed request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 ILSC 140/I et seq., dated March 31, 2025. You have requested that Pleasantdale 
School District 107 produce the following public records: 

 
Requested by: ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 
Request 
dated: 
March 
31, 
2025 
 

NOTICE: Please refer to FOIA #1's Notice section (dated March 14, 2025) for detailed 
instructions on handling this request. In summary, please respond as a "Reply" to this email, 
removing any "Re: " prefix or other "Reply" abbreviation from the subject line. By 
maintaining a single thread, we can ensure that all communications are efficiently organized 
and retained, facilitating compliance and making it easier to track and archive our 
interaction.  
 

March 31, 2025 

Subject: FOIA REQUEST #10 March 31, 2025_Financial Records Data (5 ILCS 140/2.5)_ROE 
Grouping - 06 

Dear Superintendent,  

This request is submitted for non-commercial purposes under the Illinois Freedom of Information 
Act (5 ILCS 140). It is similar 
to FOIA #1, FOIA #2, FOIA #3, FOIA #4, FOIA #5, FOIA #6, FOIA #7, FOIA #8 and FOIA #9, 
but seeks financial data for different fiscal years. Please refer to FOIA #1 for detailed instructions 
on handling this request, including the format for the data and the structured communication 
practice.  

REQUEST #10:  FY2017, FY2007 

We are requesting the actual electronic data maintained by the district’s Treasurer for the annual 
expenses paid to identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years 2017 and 2007 by 
the school district, including any predecessor districts that existed at the end of each respective 
fiscal year and have since consolidated or annexed into the current district. This request 
specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested in 
vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal 
year, regardless of whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple payments.  

For convenience and organization, we suggest adding the data for fiscal years 2017 and 2007 as 
additional worksheet tabs to the Excel workbook delivered to us in response to FOIA #1 
(containing FY, 2024, FY2014, and FY2004). This would result in a single Excel workbook 
containing multiple "annual" tabs, organizing all responses to date in one file. If this is not 
feasible, please provide the data for fiscal years 2017 and 2007 in a separate Excel workbook 
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following the same format as specified in FOIA #1.  
We request that each district's Treasurer certify the electronically maintained data. The 
certification should be similar to the one requested in FOIA #1, stating that the records are true, 
correct, and complete copies of all relevant records found in the files of the Office of the School 
Treasurer, official custodian of all district money as well as all investments owned by the district. 
This certification should cover the data for fiscal years 2017 and 2007.  
We request a waiver of any applicable copying or processing fees, as this request serves the public 
interest by promoting transparency and accountability in the use of public funds.  

Please add our email address, ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me, to your contact lists to prevent future 
communications from being flagged as spam.  

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, all records in the custody or possession of a public 
body are presumed to be open to inspection or copying, unless the public body can prove by clear 
and convincing evidence that the records are exempt from disclosure (5 ILCS 140/1.2). We expect 
a timely response and adherence to the statutory requirements.  

The 5-day due date for this request is: Monday, April 7, 2025. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this public records request. 

 

Email Address: 
ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me  

  
  
NOTICE:  

 This email constitutes a formal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request when the subject line 
follows a format similar to: "FOIA Request #X_Date_RequestedRecord(s)_Tags". For such 
emails:   

1. If not already done so in response to a previous FOIA request, immediately 
add ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me as a trusted contact in all email accounts maintained by, 
or otherwise confirm that this email address has been added as a trusted contact in all 
email accounts maintained by: 
a) The designated FOIA Officer(s) of your public body 
    "Each public body shall designate one or more officials or employees to act as its 
Freedom of Information officer or officers." (5 ILCS 140/3.5) 
b) The Head of the public body as defined in 5 ILCS 140/2(e)   

2. Implement appropriate email filtering rules to ensure communications from this address 
are not diverted to spam, junk, or quarantine folders.   

3. Acknowledge receipt of the initial FOIA request email by clicking the "Send read 
receipt" option in your email client on the same date as received or the next business 
day. This action: 
a) Confirms the date and time the FOIA request was sent, as stated in the subject line 
b) Establishes the timestamp for calculating all subsequent statutory deadlines 
under FOIA 
c) Initiates an outbound email from your public body to our address, improving future 
deliverability  
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY with these directives may result in:   
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4. Constructive denial of the FOIA request due to non-response within the statutorily 
mandated timeframe. Note: "The FOIA request was routed to a spam folder" will not 
be considered a valid excuse, as compliance with directives #1 and #2 above 
effectively eliminates this possibility. The court is unlikely to find "the dog ate the 
requester's well-drafted FOIA" arguments persuasive, especially when the dog 
should have been put on a leash (as per directives #1 and #2) when warned via this 
Notice.   

5. A determination that the public body has "acted in bad faith" as contemplated by 5 ILCS 
140/11(j), potentially subjecting the public body to civil penalties.   

6. Immediate legal action to compel compliance with FOIA and to seek all available 
remedies under Illinois law.  
 
This notice serves as written documentation of your awareness regarding proper handling 
of communications from this email address.  
 
Be advised that all actions or inactions related to this FOIA request will be meticulously 
documented and may be used as evidence in any subsequent legal proceedings.  

 
Govern yourselves accordingly.  
 
  
  
Created with the assistance of: 
perplexity.ai 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
 
 

Respon
se 
Dated: 
April 
10, 
2025 

Response: To whom it may concern:  
 
A purported request under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 
ILCS 140/1 et seq., was received by the Pleasantdale School District 107 via 
email on March 31, 2025.  The request was sent from an unknown source 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  
 
We have received a report that this is AI-generated and raises security 
issues.  
 
FOIA only requires the District to respond to requests from a “person” as 
defined under the statute. Please verify whether this is from a person or is AI-
generated. If this is from a person, please provide a more secure email 
address for the District’s response and put the request in the body of the 
email and not as an attachment. 
 
There is no website attached for us to verify that your request is being made 
for a “commercial purpose.” For your reference, FOIA defines “Commercial 
purpose” broadly to include “the use of any part of a public record or records, 
or information derived from public records, in any form for sale, resale, or 
solicitation or advertisement for sales or services.” 5 ILCS 140/2(c-10).  
 
Please be advised that it is a violation of FOIA for a person to knowingly 
obtain a public record for a commercial purpose without disclosing that it is for 
a commercial purpose, if requested to do so by the public body. See 5 ILCS 
140/3.1(c).  
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Upon receiving your response to all of these inquiries, we will provide further 
FOIA response(s) within the applicable timeline (21 working days for 
commercial requests). We will consider all FOIA deadlines to be tolled and 
start over after your response to our inquiries. Until we receive full responses 
to our inquiries, the District will not proceed to provide any further substantive 
FOIA responses or further communications in regards to any requests from 
“ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me.”  or any alleged others on behalf of your 
organization. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, we will consider your 
request(s) abandoned. 
 

 
As the FOIA Officer of the District, Mr. Sonntag is responsible for granting and denying 
requests for records under the Freedom of Information Act. The District's responses attached to 
this email intend to be fully responsive to your specific request. If we have misinterpreted your 
request, please clarify your request to him in writing. 

 
You have a right to appeal a denial of records to the President of the Board of Education by 
written request directed to the President at the District office 7450 S. Wolf Road, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527 within fourteen (14) working days of your receipt of this email. 
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