
Agenda of Regular

The Board of Education
Waverly Community Schools

A Regular of the Board of Education of Waverly Community Schools will be held February 9, 
2009, beginning at 7:30 PM in the Board Room, 515 Snow Road, Lansing, MI 48917.

The subjects to be discussed or considered or upon which any formal action may be taken are as 
listed below. Items do not have to be taken in the order shown on this meeting notice.

Unless removed from the consent agenda, items identified within the consent agenda will be 
acted on at one time.

I. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag - President John Broughton
A. Pledge - Winans Elementary Students

II. Special Presentations
A. Winans Report - Shawn Talifarro, Principal
B. MLK Jr. Essay Contest Winners
C. Kudos - Dorothy Blackwell

III. Correspondence - Secretary Edith Suttles
IV. Public Comment
V. Student Representative Report
VI. Board Member Comment
VII. Adoption of Meeting Agenda
VIII. ***Approval of Minutes
IX. Presentation of Reports

A. Finance and Personnel
1. ***Recommendation to approve Report #08-40, Financial 

Recommendation
2. Recommendation to approve Report #08-41, Personnel 

Recommendations
X. Superintendent's Report
XI. Public Comment s
XII. Other Board Business
XIII. Adjournment
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XIV. ***Consent Agenda
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

January 12, 2009 

 

 

Opening of Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Waverly Community Schools Board of Education was called to order by 
President John Broughton at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administrative Center, 515 Snow Road, 
Lansing, Michigan. 
 
Members Present:  Mr. John Broughton, President 
    Mr. Britt Slocum, Vice President 
    Mrs. Edith Suttles, Secretary 
    Mr. Calvin Jones, Treasurer 
    Mrs. Fonda Brewer-Williams, Vice Secretary-Treasurer 
    Mrs. Mary Ann Martin, Trustee 
    Mrs. Kim Smith, Trustee 
 
Staff Present:   Dr. Thomas J. Pillar, Superintendent 
    Mrs. Jacklin Blodgett, Asst. Superintendent for Finance & Personnel 
    Mrs. Dorothy Blackwell, Director of Curriculum 
    Mr. Bruce Johnson, Director of Operations and Student Services 
    Mr. Rob Spagnuolo, Business Manager 
    Karen Burgess 
    Dave Percival 
    Vickie Tisdale 
    Gretchen Mikula 
    Michelle Frederick 
    Jamie Holland 
    Helene McNeilly 
    Rebecca Pease 
    
Others Present:   Carrie Blair 
    Sydni Jones 
    Claire Jansen 
    Mary Jo White 
    

Pledge 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Carrie Blair, Sydni Jones, and Claire Jansen, Windemere View 3rd 
graders and members of the Friendship Squad.    All three are excellent students and leaders at Windemere 
View. 
 
Special Presentation 
Vickie Tisdale, Windemere View principal, stated the Windemere View highlight this evening focuses on 
the school’s exceptional learning program.  Last spring, there was a suggestion in the AdvancEd report that 
the schools provide more opportunities in the area of exceptional learning.   Mrs. Tisdale continued that at 
Windemere View, children can be recognized as exceptional learners in many areas – including academics, 
fine arts, athletics, foreign language and culture, problem solving, literacy, and socially.  Some of the 
opportunities that have been provided for students at this point in the year include a music club, a chess 
club, a foreign cultures club, a literacy club, an art club, and the Friendship Squad. 
 
Mrs. Tisdale introduced three members of the Friendship Squad, noting they were chosen to take part 
because they exemplify the character clusters of honesty, caring, respect, and responsibility.  Claire Jansen  
 
 

3



Page 2 
January 12, 2009 
 
Positive Highlight (Cont.) 
introduced herself, Sydni Jones and Carrie Blair, noting they were all third graders and members of the 
Friendship Squad.  Sydni Jones told the Board they have been trained to use friendship skills, conflict 
management, and problem solving to help students during lunch recess.  They wear bright orange vests so 
students know who they are.  Carrie Blair said we love our school and are glad to be part of a group that 
uses caring, respect, responsibility and honesty to make Windemere View a safe place for kids.  She 
thanked the Board for letting them share about their special group. 
 
Dr. Pillar recognized Board members as January is School Board Recognition Month.  Dr. Pillar stated, in 
his opinion, the greatest form of public service is serving on the local school board because you have a 
direct hand in shaping the future of your community.  He reported this Board of Education has a combined 
56 years of service to the Waverly staff, students, parents and community.   Serving on the Board of 
Education involves commitment of time and talent, as well as family’s sacrifice because Board business 
often takes members away from family time.  He continued that serving on the Board, although sometimes 
difficult, is most often fulfilling and provides a sense of achievement.   Dr. Pillar stated one great 
achievement of the Waverly Board is the Strategic Plan which has had a continual influence on the District 
since 1995.  He presented Board members with a token of appreciation, a framed photograph taken by a 
staff member that graphically articulates one of the belief statements from the Strategic Plan, “Community 
is founded upon mutual respect, trust, and care.”  Dr. Pillar said hopefully this will remind them of what 
Waverly is about and the profound influence the Strategic Plan has had on the district.  He thanked Board 
members, on behalf of the Waverly community, for taking the time and making the sacrifices to serve on 
the Board of Education and providing the vision for what Waverly can be. 
 
Correspondence  
None 
 

Public Comment 
None 
 

Student Representative Report 
Student Representative Luke Bunge said he hoped everyone had happy holidays.  He reported the Student 
Senate donated $250 to the local food bank through its Ipod raffle.  Luke announced the theme for this 
year’s Winterfest is Hollywood Nightlife. 
 
Board Member Comment 
Member Smith stated she hopes everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  She thanked Dr. 
Pillar for his kind words, noting she appreciated his comments. 
 
Member Jones wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He thanked Vickie Tisdale and the students from 
Windemere View for leading the pledge and their special presentation.  Member Jones thanked Dr. Pillar 
for the recognition, noting Board members are fortunate to do what they do.   Member Jones extended 
birthday wishes to several staff members. 
 
Member Slocum thanked Dr. Pillar, administration and staff for the recognition.  He thanked Mrs. Tisdale 
for her presentation and noted the Friendship Squad is a cool thing, with students out there helping other 
students. 
 
Member Suttles wished everyone a Happy New Year and said hopefully it will be a good year for the 
school district, the families in the district, and the state.  She said it is great to see good things going on at 
View.  The three girls did a wonderful job. They were confident and their voices were strong during the 
pledge.  Member Suttles thanked Dr. Pillar and the Cabinet for the recognition.  She acknowledged Mary 
Jo White’s article in the Delta-Waverly Community News about Christmas gifts and said it was exceptional 
for the spirit of the season. 
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January 12, 2009 

 
 

Board Member Comment (cont.) 
Member Brewer-Williams congratulated the high school students for collecting $250 to give to the food 
bank.  She thanked Dr. Pillar, Cabinet and staff for the recognition.  Member Brewer-Williams thanked the 
Friendship Squad, noting this process could be used in business.  She acknowledged the partnership 
between Colt Elementary and Rosa Parks Middle School in Olney, Maryland.  Students from Rosa Parks 
had heard about the troubled auto industry and want to help in some way for the holidays.  They collected 
several cartons of toys and clothing which were shipped to Colt Elementary and distributed to families in 
need.        
 
Member Brewer-Williams stated she would be unable to attend the retirement party for Miss Connie at 
Elmwood, but wished to recognize her tremendous value to Waverly, noting she will be greatly missed. 
 
Member Martin wished Happy New Year and peace to all.  She reported she attended the 
Reflections/Visions Christmas Concert at St. Stephen Lutheran Church and remarked that the voices were 
magnificent.  She thanked Dr. Pillar and Cabinet for the gift and recognition and also for their wisdom and 
support to Board members.  Member Martin told Principal Tisdale her students outdid themselves and said 
a lot of that is due to her leadership.  She said she liked the name, the Friendship Squad, and thanked the 
students and parents for coming to the meeting.  Member Martin said she is looking forward to the ribbon 
cutting ceremony at the new Ombudsman site.  She referred to some Waverly people in the news and a 
January 9th Lansing State Journal editorial urging parents to engage in their children’s schools. 
 
President Broughton thanked administration for the gift, noting they have a knack for coming up with 
something special.  He thanked Vickie Tisdale and the Windemere View students and parents for coming to 
the meeting. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
A motion was presented by Member Martin and supported by Member Brewer-Williams.    MOTION:  The 
Board of Education adopt the meeting agenda as presented.     
 
 Motion carried.  VOTE:  AYES – 7; NAYS – 0. 
 
***Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the regular meeting of December 15, 2008 were approved as presented. 
 
High School Program of Studies 2009-2010 – Report #08-37 – For Action 
A motion was presented by Member Brewer-Williams and supported by Member Martin.  MOTION:   The 
Board of Education approve the changes to the High School Program of Studies for the 2009-2010 school 
year as listed in Report #08-37 and the accompanying support material. 
 
Member Brewer-Williams questioned the inclusion of the Business Communications Program listed in the 
Interdepartmental Courses.  She said it is her understanding the course is no longer available.  Dorothy 
Blackwell and Dave Percival indicated the program remains in the Program of Studies since it is possible a 
faculty member could agree to develop curriculum and offer the course at any time.  They concurred they 
do not want to remove it as an option and lose it from future Programs of Studies. 
 
Policy – Second Reading – Report #08-38 – For Action 
A motion was presented by Member Jones and supported by Member Slocum.  MOTION:  The Board of 
Education approve the policy updates listed below at second reading:   2260.01 (Section 504/ADA); 3121 
(Criminal History Records Check); 3130 (Assignment/Transfer); 3437.01 (Military Leave); 4121 (Criminal  
Page 4 
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January 12, 2009 
 
 
Policy – Second Reading – Report #08-38 – For Action (cont.) 
History Records Check); 4437.01 (Military Leave); 5114 (Foreign Exchange Students); 5320 
(Immunizations); 5605 (Suspension/Expulsion of students w/disabilities); 5610 (Emergency removal); and 
8351 (Security Breach). 
 
Member Brewer-Williams made suggestions for changes to several of the policies. 
 
A motion was presented by Member Martin and supported by Member Slocum.  MOTION:  The Board of 
Education adopt the changes as discussed to the proposed policies. 
 
 Motion carried.  VOTE:  AYES – 7; NAYS – 0. 
 
The motion to adopt Report #08-38 as amended was approved. 
 
 Motion carried.  VOTE:  AYES – 7; NAYS – 0. 
 
***Financial Recommendation – Report # 08-39 - For Action 
The treasurer’s report was approved as presented. 
 
Personnel Report – For Information 
The personnel report included information regarding a probation recommendation for Amanda Eakin, 
moving from 1st year to 2nd year; the employment of non-certified staff; the transfer of non-certified staff; 
the resignation of non-certified staff; and a high school coaching assignment. 
 
Dr. Pillar acknowledged the resignation of Wendy Guilfoyle as the Winans ELMS, noting she had done a 
good job at Winans.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Pillar reminded Board members there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony at the Ombudsman Alternative 
Education Center at 5433 W. Saginaw Highway on Friday, January 16th at 7:30 a.m.  Representatives from 
Ombudsman Corporate office and Inhgam ISD will participate, as will the Ombudsman staff and students.  
The Board’s January work-study session will follow this ceremony at the new Delta Township District 
Library. 
 
Dr. Pillar announced there are still three tickets available to Board members for the Monday, January 19th 
Martin Luther King Luncheon.  Any Board member wanting a ticket needs to let Becky know tonight.  
Remaining tickets will be given to Yolanda Harris for middle school students to attend the event. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported Friday, January 16th marks the end of the first semester.  High school students will take 
exams January 14th-16th and will be in school half-days on these days. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported a press release has been sent to the media regarding the Board’s upcoming election on 
May 5th.  The terms of Edith Suttles and Britt Slocum expire on June 30, 2009.  The deadline for filing is 
February 10th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported the Board’s next regular meeting is Monday, February 9th at 7:30 p.m.  This meeting will 
be preceded by Advisory Committee Meetings beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Dr. Pillar announced Barb Knighton was recognized in an article in the Fall/Winter Michigan State 
University College of Education publication “New Educator”.  The article, “Shaping Excellence in Early 
Social Studies”, reports collaboration between Barb, Janet Alleman, and Jere Brophy who developed 
guiding principles for good primary classroom activities in social studies. 
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Superintendent’s Report (cont.) 
Dr. Pillar reported information on the state’s fiscal situation.  It is reported there is $84 million dollars less 
in the school aid budget this year.  No information on an executive order cut for the current school year has 
been released.  The school aid budget for 2010 is expected to drop another $100 million.  
 
Dr. Pillar reminded Board members of the retirement party for Connie Hamilton on Tuesday, January 13th 
from 6:30 -8:00 p.m. at Elmwood Elementary. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported the billboard in the food court at the Lansing Mall has been updated.  The Waverly 
Community Schools “Commitment” is now on display. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported the twelve school districts in the Ingham ISD are working together on security 
initiatives.  Numbers are being affixed to all building entrances for identification purposes for emergency 
responders.  In addition, a video developed through Ingham County Safe Schools Alliance is being shown 
to faculty and staff by principals. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported a meeting of the Strategic Plan Ad Hoc Committee and Olga Holden of MASB is 
scheduled for January 21st to go over the process for the Thorough Review to be held in February. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Other Board Business 
Member Brewer-Williams reported she has completed the 100 series of CBA classes on-line. 
 
Member Slocum indicated he is not able to attend the MLK luncheon.  He also announced the Chili Cook-
off is scheduled for January 21st from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the high school.   This event is a fundraiser for the 
yearbook. 
 
Member Suttles announced she is not seeking re-election to the Board of Education, noting 20 years was 
long enough, if not too long.  Member Suttles stated it was a difficult decision because she loves doing this, 
but it’s time. 
 
President Broughton thanked Dorothy Blackwell, Dave Percival and the high school staff for their hard 
work on the Program of Studies, noting the timeline was appreciated. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Edith J. Suttles, Secretary 
 
***Consent Agenda 
rlp 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

January 16, 2009 

 

 

Opening of Meeting 

The special meeting of the Waverly Community Schools Board of Education was called to order by 

President John Broughton at 8:55 a.m. in the Elmwood Room of the Delta Township District Library, 5130 

Davenport Drive, Lansing, Michigan. 

 

Members Present:  Mr. John Broughton, President (left at 9:30 a.m.) 

    Mr. Britt Slocum, Vice President 

Mrs. Edith Suttles, Secretary  

Mr. Calvin Jones, Treasurer  

Mrs. Fonda Brewer-Williams, Vice Secretary-Treasurer 

Mrs. Mary Ann Martin, Trustee 

    Mrs. Kim Smith, Trustee  

     

Staff Present:   Dr. Thomas J. Pillar, Superintendent    

    Mrs. Jacklin Blodgett, Asst. Superintendent for Finance & Personnel 

    Mrs. Dorothy Blackwell, Director of Curriculum 

    Mr. Bruce Johnson, Director of Student Services & Operations 

    Mr. Rob Spagnuolo, Business Manager 

    Mr. Al Momrik, Associate Director of Technology 

    Mr. Jeff Crawford, Supervisor of IT Services 

    Mr. Dave Percival, Principal, Waverly High School 

    Mr. Tracy Thomas, Deputy Principal, Waverly High School 

 

Purpose  

The purpose of the meeting was a scheduled Board work-study session. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by Britt Slocum, Vice President, at 3:10 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Edith J. Suttles, Secretary 

 

rlp 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

February 9, 2009 

 

Report #08-40 

 

 

FOR ACTION*** 

 

Subject:  Financial Recommendation 

 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended the following be approved: 
 
 Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 

The General Fund Financial Report dated January 31, 2009 has been reviewed and it is recommended 
that the Report be approved. The cash balance as of December 31, 2008 was $3,193,939.68. Receipts 
during January 2009 consist of current taxes and other revenues in the amount of $3,381,751.20 less 
disbursements during January of $2,682,934.58 left the district with a General Fund cash balance as of 
January 31, 2009 of $3,892,756.30. 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 9, 2009 

 

 

Report #09-41 

 

 

 

 

Subject:  Personnel Summary 

 

 

FOR ACTION 

 

I. INSTRUCTION AND SUPPORT 

 

A.  Resignation – Administrative 
Name   Position     Reason   Effective 
David Percival  HS Principal    Personal   6/30/09 
 
B. Employment – Certified 
Name   Position    Step/Salary   Effective 
Jennifer Spurbeck HS/East Orchestra Teacher BA+20, Step 1/$24,862  12/8/08 
 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

 

A. Employment – Non Certified 
Name   Position     Class/Salary  Effective 
Leanne Brown  East Child Care Site Supervisor  $10/Hour  12/23/08 
Melana Eagle  Elmwood Child Care Assistant  $7.50/Hour  1/19/09 
 
B. Transfer – Non Certified 
Name   Position     Class/Salary  Effective 
Dian Whitford  From: Elmwood Child Care Instructor $8.30   2/2/09 
   To:  Elmwood Site Supervisor  $10.00 
   
C.  Retirement – Non Certified 
Name   Position     Years   Effective 
Debra Tackitt  View Custodian    20   4/24/09 
 
D.  Resignation – Non Certified 
Name   Position     Reason   Effective 
Benjamin Phinney Elmwood Child Care   Personal   1/5/09 
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