
Agenda of Regular

The Board of Education
Waverly Community Schools

A Regular of the Board of Education of Waverly Community Schools will be held December 10, 
2007, beginning at 7:30 PM in the Board Room, 515 Snow Road, Lansing, MI 48917.

The subjects to be discussed or considered or upon which any formal action may be taken are as 
listed below. Items do not have to be taken in the order shown on this meeting notice.

Unless removed from the consent agenda, items identified within the consent agenda will be 
acted on at one time.

I. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag - President John Broughton
II. Special Presentations

A. Tom Kestenholtz - Voice of the WHS Marching Band
III. Correspondence - Secretary Edith Suttles
IV. Public Comment
V. Student Representative Report
VI. Board Member Comment
VII. Adoption of Meeting Agenda
VIII. ***Approval of Minutes
IX. Presentation of Reports

A. Curriculum
1. For Discussion - High School Program of Studies

B. Facilities and Policy
1. Recommendation to approve Report #07-37, Policy (Second 

Reading)
C. Finance and Personnel

1. ***Recommendation to approve Report #07-38, Financial 
Recommendation

2. Recommendation to approve Report #07-39, Administrative 
Contract Extensions

3. Recommendation to approve Report #07-40, Personnel 
Recommendations

X. Superintendent's Report
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XI. Public Comment
XII. Other Board Business
XIII. Adjournment

2



WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

November 26, 2007 

 

Opening of Meeting 

The regular meeting of the Waverly Community Schools Board of Education was called to order by 
President John Broughton at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administrative Center, 515 Snow Road, 
Lansing, Michigan. 
 
Members Present:  Mr. John Broughton, President 
    Mr. Britt Slocum, Vice President 
    Mr. Calvin Jones, Treasurer (arrived at 7:45 p.m.) 
    Mr. Don Knechtel, Vice Secretary-Treasurer  
    Mrs. Mary Ann Martin, Trustee 
    Mrs. Fonda Brewer-Williams, Trustee 
 
Member Absent:   Mrs. Edith Suttles, Secretary 
 
Staff Present:   Dr. Thomas J. Pillar, Superintendent 

Mrs. Jacklin Blodgett, Asst. Superintendent for Finance & Personnel 
    Mr. Bruce Johnson, Director of Operations and Student Services 
    Mrs. Dorothy Blackwell, Director of Curriculum 
    Mr. Rob Spagnuolo, Business Manager 
    Karen Burgess 
    David Bird 
    Gretchen Mikula 
    Rebecca Pease 
     
Others Present:   Andrew Fritz 
     
Pledge 
Board Member Britt Slocum led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Special Presentation 

None 
 
Correspondence 
Vice Secretary-Treasurer Knechtel reported correspondence had been received regarding naming the gym 
floor after the former athletic director.  President Broughton referred the issue to the Policy Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Student Representative Report 

Student Representative Andrew Fritz reported last week was a short week for students due to the 
Thanksgiving recess.  The Spanish Honor Society conducted a Toys for Tots event, collecting a lot of toys 
and $200 cash.  The high school and Elmwood Elementary participated in the activity which was held in 
honor of Jesus Arroyo.  Last year the Senate purchased two televisions that have now been installed in the 
High School cafeteria.   The Student Senate will be meeting with the Board of Education on Wednesday, 
November 28th to dialogue.  Later this week, PALS will be hosting an exchange day with Grand Ledge to 
share ideas. 
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Page 2 
November 26, 2007 
 

Board Member Comment 

Member Martin reported she thoroughly enjoyed the high school musical and complimented everyone 
involved with the production. 
 
Member Knechtel thanked Mrs. Fields for coordinating Warrior Madness, noting he appreciated her efforts.    
He reported the Waverly-Grand Ledge Hockey team won in Muskegon over the weekend and has a 3-0 
record.  Member Knechtel stated his wife attended “Little Shop of Horrors” and said it was a great play. 
 
Member Slocum stated the show was awesome and thanked all involved.  He thanked Tammie Fields for 
her efforts in planning Warrior Madness, saying it would have been nice to have it advertised sooner. 
 
Member Brewer-Williams recognized Andrew Fritz’ role in the play.  She noted the play was absolutely 
fabulous and the acting was superior.  Member Brewer-Williams stated she ordered her tickets on-line and 
that was a smooth and easy process.  She also thanked Tammie Fields for organizing Warrior Madness.  
Member Brewer-Williams distributed flyers for the Blue Light Players Holiday Revue, noting there were 
several Waverly students involved in the event.   
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Superintendent Pillar indicated there were no changes to the agenda.  A motion was presented by Member 
Knechtel and supported by Member Martin.  MOTION:  The Board of Education adopt the meeting agenda 
as presented.   
 
Dr. Pillar indicated a revised version of the minutes of November 19, 2007 had been distributed to Board 
members prior to the meeting.  
 
 Motion carried.  VOTE:  AYES – 5; NAYS – 0; (Members Jones and Suttles absent). 

 
***Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the regular meeting of November 12, 2007 and the special meeting of November 19, 2007 
were approved as presented. 
 
Curriculum Advisory Committee Report 

The Curriculum Advisory Committee met at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular meeting.  Committee members 
attending were John Broughton and Dorothy Blackwell.  Principal Vince Perkins also was in attendance.    
Items discussed included 8th grade Algebra I, testing out of core courses, High School Program of Studies, 
and Textbook Adoptions. 
 
Policy/Facility Advisory Committee 

The Policy/Facility Advisory Committee met at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular meeting.  Attending were 
Don Knechtel, Fonda Brewer-Williams, Bruce Johnson, and Tom Pillar.   The committee decided to refer 
the letter proposing naming the High School gym floor to the Board President.  Also discussed was the role 
of NEOLA.  Committee members reviewed policies which will be presented to the Board for second 
reading on December 10th. 
 
Finance/Personnel Advisory Committee 

The Finance/Personnel Advisory Committee met at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular meeting.  Attending were 
Britt Slocum, Calvin Jones, Mary Ann Martin, Jacklin Blodgett, and Rob Spagnuolo.  Agenda items 
discussed included food service, 2007/2008 staffing, negotiations, and the 2007/2008 budget. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Pillar reminded the Board of the meeting with the Student Senate on Wednesday, November 28th at 
noon.   Lunch will be provided. 
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Page 3 
November 26, 2007 

 
 

Superintendent’s Report (cont.) 

Dr. Pillar also reminded Board members of The Celebration for Public Education to be held on Wednesday, 
December 5th at the Kellogg Center from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Dr. Pillar report the Ingham School Officers Association is planning a legislative breakfast for March 14, 
2008.  Last year it was a huge success.  There is real power when many Boards meet at one time with the 
legislators. 
 
Dr. Pillar announced the Waverly Education Foundation Gala is Monday, December 3rd at the Lansing 
Sheraton Hotel starting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Dr. Pillar announced the National Honor Society’s mid-year induction is Tuesday, December 4th at 1:00 
p.m. in the Board Room. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported January is School Board Recognition Month, so the district will be making a special 
presentation to the Board on January 14th.  The theme this year is “School Boards Lead Strong”. 
 
Dr. Pillar reported there was a successful professional development session today for staff.  Students 
enjoyed a five-day weekend. 
 
Public Comment 

None 
 
Other Board Business 

Member Martin asked what the theme had been for staff professional development.  Dr. Pillar replied 
school improvement, curriculum development, and PowerSchool training. 
 
Member Jones thanked the Reflections and the Warrior marching band for participating in Silver Bells in 
the City.  He indicated over 100,000 people attended the fantastic event.  Member Jones reported next year 
he will be in charge of  Silver Bells in the City. 
 
Member Jones thanked Board members for excusing him for being late this evening as he needed to attend 
a Lansing City Council meeting.  He stated there are a number of things going on in the region that will be 
impacting the community.   Member Jones suggested a representative of the Economic Development 
Corporation be asked to address the Board about plans in Lansing which will impact Waverly Community 
Schools.  President Broughton asked Member Jones if he could provide the name of a contact person. 
 
Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald P. Knechtel, Vice Secretary-Treasurer 
 
rlp 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 10, 2007 

 

Report #07-37 

 

 

FOR ACTION 

 

Subject:      Policy (Second Reading) 

           

Recommendation:  

The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education approve the policy updates listed below at second 

reading. 

 

Policy 2421 New:  Career and Technical Education 

Policy 5460 Revision:  Graduation Requirements; note bold language 

Policy 5540 Revision:  Interrogation of Students; note bold language 

Policy 7440 Revision:  Security and Video Surveillance; note strikethrough/bold language 

Policy 9211 Replacement:  District Support Organizations 

 

NOTE:  Revision of Policy 7230, Gifts, Grants, and Bequests, has been tabled for further discussion. 

  

Statement of Purpose:  

These policy revisions and updates are the result of the semi-annual NEOLA update and a review by the 

administration and the Board Policy Committee. 

  

Budget Impact:  

None 

 

Background:  
NEOLA provides updates twice each year and then as needed to keep our policies current with applicable 

laws and regulations.  The administration also reviews policy periodically and brings changes to the Board 

Policy Committee for review and consideration.   

 

Options/Alternatives:  

The Board can approve these policies as presented for second reading.  The board may send some or all of 

the policies back to the committee for further review. 

 

Rationale for Recommendation:  

These policies were recommended to us by NEOLA and reviewed and recommended by the Policy 

Advisory Committee. 

 

Strategic Plan:  

These policies support the Waverly Community Schools mission of providing for a safe environment, 

rigorous curriculum, quality instruction and attention to individual needs. 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

December 10, 2007 

 

Report #07-38 

 

 

FOR ACTION*** 

 

Subject:  Financial Recommendation 

 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended the following be approved: 
 
 Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 

The General Fund Financial Report dated November 30, 2007 has been reviewed and it is 
recommended that the Report be approved. The cash balance as of October 31, 2007 was 
$6,530,617.32. Receipts during November 2007 consist of current taxes and other revenues in the 
amount of $1,849,834.83 less disbursements during November of $2,822,468.08 left the district with a 
General Fund cash balance as of November 30, 2007 of $5,557,984.07. 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 10, 2007 
 

Report #07-39 

 

 
FOR ACTION 

 

Subject:          Administrative Contract Extensions  

 

Recommendation:   

The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education approve the 2008-09 contract extensions of the 
following principals: Vince Perkins, Middle School Principal; Shawn Talifarro, Winans Elementary Principal; 
and Mike Moreno, East Intermediate Assistant Principal. 
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 

The Board of Education approved the non-extension of the administrators noted above at the April 27, 2007 
Board meeting which allowed their individual contracts to terminate on June 30, 2008. The approval did not 
extend the contracts for the 2008-09 school year.  Board action must occur in order to retain the administrators 
for the 2008-09 school year.  Upon extension of these three contracts, all principals will be on the same 
contract cycle. 
 
Budget Impact: 

The budget impact will be approximately $360,000 in the 2008-09 school year.   
 
Rationale for Recommendation: 

 
Rationale of extending the administrative contracts for the 2008-09 school year: 
  

• enrollment projections were better than anticipated 
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WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 10, 2007 

 

 

Report #07-40 

 

 

 

I. INSTRUCTION AND SUPPORT 

 

FOR ACTION 

 

Subject:  Personnel Summary 

 

A. Employment - Certified 
Name   Position    Step/Salary   Effective 
Chelane Priller  .2 HS Math   BA+0, Step 1/$4,867  12/03/07 
Harry Meersma  HS Special Education Teacher MA+0, Step 0/$24,645  12/03/07 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

 
A. Employment – Non Certified 
Name   Position    Step/Salary   Effective 
Linton Stalling  Winans Lunch Assistant  G/$9.00    11/12/07  
Johney Taylor  Back Up Bus Driver  $11.00    11/16/07  
Jorge Ortiz  Colt Lunch Assistant  G/$9.00    11/19/07 
Margaret Bayers  Back Up Bus Driver  $11.00    12/03/07 
  
B.           Coaching – High School/Middle School 
Name   Assignment    Step Stipend  Effective 
Craig Fields  HS Varsity Boys Basketball Coach    3 $5,739  Winter Season 
Clayton Burch  HS JV Boys Basketball Coach    3 $4,005  Winter Season 
Les Midgett  HS Freshman Girls Basketball Coach   3 $3,796  Winter Season 
Jim York  HS Varsity Wrestling Coach    3 $5,072  Winter Season  
 
C. Extra-Curricular Schedule B Stipends 
Name   Assignment    Step Stipend  Effective 
Beth Sullivan  HS National Honor Society Co-Advisor  ½ of 3 $1,482  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Christopher White HS National Honor Society Co-Advisor ½ of 1 $984.50  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Benjamin Knapp  HS Vocal Music Director    3 $4,744  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Anthony Terranova HS Student Senate Advisor   2 $2,964  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
David Larzelere  HS Band Director    3 $4,982  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
David Rosin  HS Orchestra Director    3 $3,163  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Nicole Ohl-Shaw  HS Yearbook Advisor    3 $3,319  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Eric Anderson  HS Freshman Class Advisor   3 $2,000  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Patricia Rienstra  HS Sophomore Class Advisor   3 $2,200  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Anthony  Terranova HS Junior Class Advisor    3 $2,831  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Jerry Smith  HS Senior Class Advisor    3 $2,831  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Dan Carr  HS Spanish National Honor Society Advisor  1 $1,241  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
Betsy Ross  HS French National Honor Society Advisor   2 $1,648  2007-08 Sch. Yr. 
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