
NWABSD Board of Education Special Meeting
Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:30 PM
District Office Boardroom, 744 Third Ave., Kotzebue, AK 99752

1. I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL Presenter: Margaret 
Hansen, President

2. II. MOMENT OF SILENCE Presenter: Margaret 
Hansen, President

3. III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS/STAFF Presenter: Margaret 
Hansen, President

4. V. EXECUTIVE 
SESSION                                               
    

Presenter: 
Margaret Hansen, 
President

5. IV. ACTION ITEMS

5.A. NWABSD Memorandum 24-052 Recommendation of 
Student Expulsion 

5.B. NWABSD Memorandum 24-053 Approval of Purchase 
Follett School Solutions

5.C. NWABSD Memorandum 24-054 Approval of Human 
Resources

5.D. NWABSD Memorandum 24-055  Approval of FY23 Audited 
Financial Statements
 

6. VII. DATE, TIME, & LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING

7. VII. ADJOURNMENT



MEMORANDUM 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
TO: NWABSD Board of Education  DATE: November 7, 2023 
 Members 
 
  NUMBER: 24-052 
 
FR: Office of the Superintendent SUBJECT: Recommendation of 

Student Expulsion 
 
 
ABSTRACT: 
 
Per NWABSD Board Policy 5144.1, Board approval is required in instances of student 
expulsion. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
A student brought a firearm replica to school. 
 
BACKGROUND AND/OR PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
 
The Alaska Statue Sec. 14.03.160 states the following, 
 Suspension or expulsion of students for possessing weapons.  
 (a) Not withstanding any other provision of law, a school district shall, 
     (1) expel for at least one year a student who violates AS 11.61.210 
            (a)(8) while possessing a firearm, as that term is defined under 18 U.S.C. 92. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve of student expulsion for one year.  
  
2. Approval of expulsion for more than one year. 
 
3. Take no final action. 
  
ADMINISTRATION’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
  

      TO:   NWABSD Board of Education Members                  DATE: November 7, 2023 
 

   NUMBER: 24-053 
 
FR:  Office of the Superintendent                                                  

 SUBJECT: Approval of Purchase     
    Follett School Solutions 
      
  

STRATEGIC PLAN/BOARD GOAL: 
Goal 3: Family Support and Engagement 
 
ABSTRACT: 
 
Board approval is required for purchases that exceed $50,000. 
 
ISSUE: 
 
At issue is the Board’s approval of Literacy Connections (LIT) grant program expenses from Follett 
School Solutions to purchase grade leveled take-home books for ages 3 to grade 12 for an amount not to 
exceed $300,000. 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND/OR PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
 
Follett Solutions will curate book selections per grade level for our students, books will be bundled by 
grade level and be shipped directly to sites for distribution. The total purchase cost will not exceed 
$300,000 as budgeted. 
 
These items were fully budgeted for and approved as part of our Literacy Connections application under 
the Innovative Approaches to Literacy grant program. 
 
Funding:  Federal LIT Grant Fund 353 
 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approval of purchase, grade leveled take-home books for ages 3 to grade 12 from Follett School 

Solutions for an amount not to exceed $300,000.  
 

2. Disapproval of purchase, grade leveled take-home books for ages 3 to grade 12 from Follett School 
Solutions for an amount not to exceed $300,000. 

 
3. Take no final action. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The administration recommends board approval of the purchase of grade leveled take-home books from 
Follett School Solutions, as presented.  
 



Addendum 
Human Resources 

November 2023 
 

I. The administration recommends approval of the following action items: 
a) Certified new hires FY24 
b) Classified new hires FY24 

  
a) The administration recommends approval of the following FY24 Certified New Hires: 

LOCATION&DATE NAME                                       POSITION 
           
          Buckland 
          10/30/23 Dana Strong                             Teacher MS/HS SS 
 

 
Noorvik 
10/30/23 Donald Weber                          Teacher HS/Math 
 
 

             Kiana 
10/09/23                                      Denita Sommers                      Teacher MS/HS/ LA 
                      

 
 
 

b) The administration recommends approval of the following FY24 Classified New Hires: 
LOCATION&DATE NAME POSITION 

 
ATC 
11/01/23 Brandi Williamson Secretary 
 
JNES 
10/30/23 Destiny Tolbert SpEd Aide 
10/30/23                                      Bomi Kim                                     Instr. Aide      

   
          KMHS 
          10/30/23 Josh Labial Migrant Aide 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
           
II         The administration report on the following non action items: 

 
 

a) The administration reports on the following Certified resignations: 
LOCATION & DATE     NAME            POSITION 

 
Noatak 
08/29/23   Brianna Kirk                       Counselor 
 

b) The administration reports on the following Classified resignations: 
    LOCATION&DATE     NAME           POSITION 

 
Kivalina 
10/25/23                                 Josephine Morris-Koenig                 Secretary 
10/25/23                                 Becky Norton                                    Instr. Aide 
 

 



  
 
 



Addendum 
Human Resources 

November 2023 
 

I. The administration recommends approval of the following action items: 
a) Certified new hires FY24 
 

  
a) The administration recommends approval of the following FY24 Certified New Hires: 

LOCATION&DATE NAME                                       POSITION 
           
          KMHS 
          8/07/23 Cassius Brown                          Asst. Principal 

                     
                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
           
II.        The administration report on the following non action items: 

 
 

a) The administration reports on the following Certified transfer: 
LOCATION & DATE     NAME            POSITION 

 
KMHS to NOATAK 
11/06/23   Joseph Chapman           Teacher 5th/6th 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 



MEMORANDUM
_________________________________________________________

TO: NWABSD Board of Education Members DATE: November 7, 2023

NUMBER: 24-055

FR:       Office of the Superintendent SUBJECT: Approval of FY23 Audited 
Financial Statements

                                                                                                 

ABSTRACT:

The board approves Audited Financial Statements

ISSUE:

At issue is the approval of the FY23 Audited Financial Statements.

BACKGROUND AND/OR PERTINENT INFORMATION:

The District is required by State law to have an annual audit performed by independent auditors. 
The annual financial audit is an independent and unbiased examination of the District’s financial 
information. It is required that the FY23 Audited Financial Statements be sent to the Alaska 
Department of Education and Early Development by November 15th of each year and be 
approved by the board. Altman, Rogers & Co. presented the FY23 financial statement 
information and auditor opinions to the Board during the Special October 12th, 2023, meeting.

The FY23 Audited Financial Statements cover the operation of the Northwest Arctic Borough 
School District for the period July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the FY23 Audited Financial Statements as presented;

2. Disapprove the FY23 Audited Financial Statements as presented;

3. Take no action.

ADMINISTRATION’S RECOMMENDATION:

The administration recommends the Board approve the FY23 Audited Financial Statements as 
presented.   
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