
RESOLUTION NO. R26-68 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, APPROVING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH HDR ENGINEERING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$80,400 FOR A WATER TREATMENT PLANT PILOT STUDY; A COPY 
OF WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN BY 
THIS REFERENCE; TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 
SAME ON BEHALF OF THE CITY; AND TO REPEAL ALL 
RESOLUTIONS OR PORTIONS THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

WHEREAS, HDR Engineering, Inc. is the selected Columbus Water Master Plan 
and Rate Study engineer, and 

WHEREAS, HDR Engineering, Inc. will provide additional professional 
engineering services in connection with the south water treatment plant project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, that professional services agreement with 
HDR Engineering, Inc. in the amount of $80,400 for a water treatment plant pilot study, 
a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, is hereby 
approved and the Mayor is authorized, directed, and empowered to execute the same 
on behalf of the City of Columbus.  

This resolution shall repeal all resolutions or portions thereof in conflict herewith. 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER________________________________ 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________________, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 
MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_________________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY 

DRAFT



Accountability - Dedication 
Honesty - Integrity - Respect 

MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 28, 2026 

TO:  Tara Vasicek, City Administrator 

FROM: Richard J. Bogus, City Engineer 

RE: South Water Treatment Plant Pilot Study 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I recommend reallocating funds and approval of the Agreement between Owner (City) and HDR 
Engineering for Professional Services for the South Water Treatment Plant Pilot Study in the lump sum 
amount of $80,400. 

DISCUSSION: 
The 2024 Columbus Water Master Plan addressed the high levels of manganese in the City’s drinking 
water and the recommended approach to provide partial treatment in the form of a greensand filtration 
system.  This pilot plant study is to assess the effectiveness of greensand filter media to achieve 
enhanced manganese removal at the South Water Treatment Plant, and to identify expected filter loading 
rates, head loss characteristics and backwash requirements.  The pilot plant study would need to be 
reviewed by the Nebraska Department of Water, Energy and Environment and used in the design of the 
facility. 

The South Water Treatment Plant is next on the Water Rate Study List after Well No. 20.  The pilot plant 
study would begin immediately upon receipt of notice to proceed and be completed by the end of August 
or first of September. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

$80,400 reallocated funds from 2025-2026 budget CIP 25-67 in the amount of $3,200,000.  The North 
Well No. 20 construction bids were good and came in under budget.  It is estimated that the North Well 
No. 20 expenses will be about $2,300,000 leaving the excess for reallocation of Water Division needs and 
services. 

ALTERNATIVE: 

Do not approve. 

CONCURRENCE: 

By: 

SIGNATURE: 

By: 

Approved By: 





APPROVED AS TO FORM
BY___________________
     CITY ATTORNEY
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