
This is a Fridley Public Schools Policy.   
 
Recommended changes below to align with Academics and Innovation recommendations: 
 
 
598 SCHOOL ADMISSION POLICY 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to professional staff, parents and students regarding 
expectations for the admission of students. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Admission to Fridley Public Schools is free and open to all district residents, and to those who desire 
to participate in the Enrollment Options Program who are between the ages of 5 and 21 years. 
Kindergarten admission will be granted to students that are at least 5 years of age by September 1 of 
the calendar year in which the child desires to enter school. First grade admission will be granted to 
students that are at least 6 years of age by September 1 of the calendar year in which the child 
desires to enter school. Early entrance to kindergarten and first grade will be considered under the 
following circumstances: 

A. Early entry to kindergarten or first grade may be granted when professional staff and parents 
believe it to be in the best interest of the student. Physical development, maturity, and emotional 
factors shall be considered as well as scholastic achievement and aptitude. 

B. A kindergarten child moving into the school district during the academic year from another 
school district may be allowed to continue his/her education in kindergarten in the Fridley 
School Public Schools. 

C. Early entry to first grade will be granted to students that obtained early-entry to kindergarten 
and completed the requirements of that program successfully. 

III. DEFINITIONS 

A. Early Entrance refers to the practice of admitting kindergarten students that are younger than 5 
years of age or first grade students that are younger than 6 years of age by September 1 of a given 
academic calendar year. 

B. Professional Staff refers to a team comprised of a principal, teachers, school psychologist and 
director of educational services. 

IV. EARLY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

https://www.fridleyschools.org/school-board/school-board-policies/board-post-page-clone/~board/sb-policies/post/598-school-admission-policy


Fridley Public Schools has established the following criteria for early admission to kindergarten and 
first grade.  

A. Children considered for early entrance to kindergarten must be 5 years of age on or before 
December 1st in the year of early entrance. 

B. Children considered for early entrance to grade one must be 6 years of age on or before December 
1st in the year of early entrance. 

C. The following criteria must also be satisfied 

1. Children must demonstrate superior general cognitive functioning as measured by the 
Weschler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence — (current version). Children must have a 
full scale score at or above the 98 percentile on this test to qualify for early entrance 

2. Children must demonstrate average to above-average school readiness skills when compared 
to age-appropriate readiness measures to qualify for early entrance. 

3. Children must demonstrate average or above-average scores on the social/emotional 
behavior on the Behavior Assessment System for Children — Parent Rating and in the 
psychological assessment by the evaluator to qualify for early entrance. 

V. DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES 

The superintendent shall develop guidelines which articulate the processes and procedures for 
school admission within the elementary, middle, and high schools. These guidelines should define the 
application, data collection, decision-making, and notification processes. 

Legal References: 

Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.01 (Admission to Public School) 
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