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Ideal Energies is the premier Minneapolis-based commercial solar energy developer with 
600+ commercial systems currently in operation and 600+ projects under construction. 

Ideal has installed ~200 solar arrays at 60+ MN School Districts

Ideal has installed ~90 Solar Projects using the Solar for Schools Program

Our seamless vertical integration allows us to develop, design, install, finance, and operate 
turn-key solar energy systems across multiple sectors including commercial for-profit 
businesses, non-profits, cities, counties, schools, and non-profits.  

Ideal’s affiliated companies provide development, financing, project management, 
construction, operation and maintenance. 

About iDEAL Energies



Ideal’s School Customers



Our School Customers

Ideal’s School Customers



Existing Solar and Proposed Solar - ISD 881

Existing 677.52 kWDC
Proposed 176.73 kWDC



SFS Program Summary - ISD 881

Solar for Schools Program Metrics and System Cost Summary



Applying for a Solar for Schools Grant

• Ideal applied for the Grant on behalf of the District - Round 9 - Solar for Schools Program

• Readiness Application – Submitted on March 2, 2026

• Preliminary Readiness Application Grant Approval – Notification Due April 3, 2026 (pending)

• Complete Electrical and Structural Engineering – In progress

• Full Grant Application – Due July 2, 2026

• The SFS Requirements for Schools that participate in the SFS Program

• An education curriculum

• Live solar energy monitoring is available in a public place

 Note:  Ideal Energies currently provides an education curriculum & 
   free web based solar array monitoring to all its School Customers

Applying for the Grant – ISD 881



Reasons to go Solar1. District owns the solar array and 100% of it paid for by the Solar for Schools Program Grant 
(60% of the cost) and the Direct Pay Tax Credit (40% of the cost) 

2. Ideal will help the District apply to the IRS for a Tax Credit Registration Number, required to 
apply for and receive payment for the Direct Pay Tax Credit

3. Solar panels have a 30-year warranty

4. Ideal will provide operations and maintenance for years 1-5 to optimize performance and 
maximize energy production

Ideal’s Solar Program

Ideal’s Solar Program - ISD 881



Annual Utility Savings Summary

Savings Summary



Construction Timeframe Cashflow - ISD 881



Lifetime Cashflow - ISD 881



Ideal provides all its school customers 
a science-based Solar Energy Education Curriculum that engages students 

in the real work of STEM professionals to help develop their understanding of 
solar energy, STEM careers, teamwork, design, and real-world issues for years.

Ideal’s Education Curriculum is aligned with future Minnesota State Standards,
 Next Generation Science Standards, and 21st Century Learning Frameworks. 

GOOD NEWS! 
Ideal’s education team is ready to assist 

your District with implementing the Curriculum!

Ideal’s Solar Curriculum for Students

Ideal’s Solar Education Program - ISD 881



Monitor your solar array’s 
performance and demonstrate 

your District’s sustainability goals 
with web-based monitoring tools.

Utilize each school’s real time 
web-based monitoring in the 
classroom as part of its solar 

curriculum.

GOOD NEWS! 

Our monitoring solution already 
meets the requirements of the 

Solar for Schools program.

Ideal’s Solar Monitoring Program - ISD 881



Next Steps…

Approval to Proceed

• Approval for iDEAL to complete the remaining work required to submit the Full Grant 
Application – Due July 2, 2026

• Complete preliminary electrical and structural engineering for the solar array
• Approval to negotiate the solar agreements
• Final approval by June 22nd (Public notice & meeting)

Next Steps

Solar Array Interconnection Approval
• Complete electrical and structural engineering for the solar array 
• Apply for and receive interconnection approval from Xcel Energy

Solar Array Construction and Startup
• Construct and energize the solar array based on construction timing (2027)

Next Steps…
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