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Public Act 146 

What is PA 146?

Public Act 146 is Michigan’s new K–12 literacy and 
dyslexia law (a revision of the ‘Read by Grade Three’ 
law), designed to improve early literacy instruction 
and literacy outcomes for all students, including 
students with characteristics of dyslexia.



Instructional Methods and Curriculum Resources Must NOT Include
a. Prompting pupils to guess unknown words using pictures and illustrations.

b. Skipping over an unknown word or words to use the meaning of the passage to recognize the 
unknown word or words.

c. Identifying only the first sound of an unknown word and then being prompted to guess the 
word using the word's initial sound and the meaning of the text surrounding the word.

d. Memorizing a word in its written form.

e. Using predictable text and leveled text to provide initial word recognition instruction and 
practice in reading new learned letter-sound correspondences.

“She rode the horse down the trail.”  Unknown word “horse .” Student may skip 
it and say pony instead. This makes sense, but is not correct.

“We walked down the trail.”  Looking at only the first few letters:  “We walked down the track.”

I see the cat.
I see the hat.
I see the bat.

● Repeating the pattern “I see 
the…”

● Looking at the picture to guess 
the last word

● Memorizing the sentence 
structure

** Use decodable texts aligned to the phonics skill
“The cat sat on the mat.”
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Comprehensive
Phonics only
No phonics

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Literacy-Grants/Section_35m_Ranking_Tier_1_Materials_and_Series.pdf?rev=55c325f619424871811b7ba6f34a20d3&hash=759E69122FCDFB03F0A628F4A3572580


Science of Reading

The Science of Reading 
is a vast, 

interdisciplinary body 
of scientifically-based 
research about reading 

and issues related to 
reading and writing.



Step 1: Thought Exchange Survey
● How do you feel about your current ELA curriculum EL Education?
● How well does EL Education Curriculum aligns with State ELA 

standards?
● What is the most important consideration you have when choosing a 

new ELA Curriculum?
● What is your biggest concern with the current ELA curriculum?
● Does EL Education support diverse learners?
● What are you most looking for in a new ELA curriculum?
● Which feature is most critical to your instruction?



Thought Exchange Results

Summary

The survey results indicate a strong dissatisfaction with the current ELA curriculum, EL Education.

● 81% finding it difficult to follow. 
● 90% advocate for changing to a new curriculum
● 68% highlighting the need for clear pacing and easy-to-use lesson structures 
● 54% explicit phonics and foundational skills 
● 47% Concerns about student engagement 
● 22% alignment with grade-level standards 
● 65% said assessments are seen as aligning with standards 

○ However, there is a desire for more useful formative assessment tools. 
● 11% support for diverse learners is inadequate, particularly for students below grade level 
● 8% those with IEPs and 504 plans

Overall, there is a strong sentiment towards adopting a new curriculum that better meets the needs 
of diverse learners and aligns with state standards.



Thought Exchange Results

Areas to investigate

● Student Engagement: With 47% of educators citing student engagement as a 
major concern, further investigation is needed to understand the specific 
aspects of the curriculum that fail to engage students and how these can be 
improved.

● Support for Diverse Learners: The low percentages of support for students 
below grade level (11%) and those with IEPs and 504 plans (8%) indicate a need 
for further exploration into how the curriculum can be adapted to better meet 
the needs of diverse learners.

● Alignment with Standards: With only 38% agreeing that the curriculum aligns 
with state standards, there is a need to investigate the discrepancies and how 
the curriculum can be better aligned to ensure it meets educational 
requirements.



THREE CURRICULUM OPTIONS



What did we 
do?
Teachers were invited on two different 
occasions to explore the three curricular 
options and provide feedback





ELA Curriculum Task Force Team
● Peggy Connors, Instructional Coach
● Monica Mccoury, Instructional Coach
● Jonelle Lull, Kindergarten
● Kelli Schiebner, Kindergarten 
● Kimberly Lincoln, Kindergarten
● Molly Borges, Kindergarten
● Christine Dine, 1st Grade
● Shannon Fredenburg, 1st Grade
● Monica Terry, 1st Grade
● Stacey Urbani, 1st Grade

● Theresa Smith, 2nd Grade
● Stacey Corrigan, 2nd Grade
● Eunice Jamerson, 2nd Grade
● Michelle Watters, 2nd Grade
● Rollin Carter, 3rd Grade
● Halima Harper, 4th Grade
● Katie Condon, 4th Grade
● Samantha Rossell, 4th Grade
● Michelle Carpenter, 5th Grade
● Tangela Owens, 5th Grade
● Staci Rosales, IB Coordinator 

Dr. Tran



Implementation 

● Time Requirements 
● Preparation & Materials 
● Professional Learning Needs
● Teacher Learning Curve
● Engagement & Joy 

Survey - 4 Categories
Knowledge Building & Writing 

● Knowledge Building
● Writing Frequency 
● Reading-Writing Connection
● Explicit Writing Instruction



Differentiation & Assessment 

● Supports for Struggling & 
Advanced Students 

● Language Supports 
● Formative Assessment
● Summative Assessment 

Survey - 4 Categories
Instructional Design & Usability 

● Lesson Clarity 
● Success Criteria 
● Instructional Flow
● Teacher Decision-Making 
● Routines & Consistency 



Task Force Team Survey Results

Knowledge
Building & 

Writing

Implementation Instructional 
Design & 
Usability

Differentiation 
& Assessment

CKLA 92% 77% 89% 86%

Wit & Wisdom 50% 35% 37% 48%

Into Reading 79% 79% 87% 75%



Final Choice I like this choice the best for 
kindergarten.

Kindergarten Teacher

2nd grade Teacher

This looks more engaging for 
students.  I think the decodable 
readers are age and level 
appropriate.

Kindergarten Teacher

I like the look of the 
curriculum. Seems more 
engaging and less busy 
than HMH. 

3rd grade Teacher

I love the integration 
between science 
and ELA. 



Program structure 



* Thought Exchange

Foundational 
Skills by Year



* Thought Exchange



* Thought Exchange





Embedded 
Supports

* Thought Exchange



Standards are 
addressed multiple 
times throughout 
knowledge domains 
and/or skills units.

*partial Kindergarten example

Standards Alignment * Thought Exchange



Core (CKLA)  and Power Hour Integration

Standards Based Instruction 
grounded on the Science of 
Reading for each Grade Level

3rd Grade Student Receives 3rd 
Grade Common Core State 
Standards Instruction for ELA.

Power Hour-Standards Based Intervention and 
Enrichment for All students in blocks of K-2 and 3-5.

Intentional Focused Instruction at the Current Level 
of the Student.

3rd Grade can be receiving support at a 2nd grade 
level of the Power Standard  or a 4th Grade student 
can be receiving focused instruction and learning 
at the 5th grade level of the Power Standard.

K-2 Groups can have up to 9 different levels and 
3-5 can have up to 12 levels with Intentional 
Standards based Instruction with a Specilization 
to hit all Know Understands, and Dos of the 
standards.  The hope is to Grow students Quickly!



Thank you
Any Questions?

Ms. Karp 
Mrs. Connors 
Mrs. Mccoury


