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	SubjectTitle for Agenda Posting: Texas Senate Bill 546 – School Bus Three-Point Seat Belt Compliance and Reporting
	Justification Statement: Presentation and discussion regarding Senate Bill 546 requirements related to school bus three-point seat belt compliance, retrofit cost estimates, and required reporting to the Texas Education Agency (TEA).
	Title: 
	ACCOUNT NO 2: 
	ACCOUNT NO 3: 
	Requesting Department: Transportation / Operations
	Consequences: Failure to complete the required reporting process may result in non-compliance with TEA reporting requirements associated with Senate Bill 546. Additionally, the District may become ineligible for future grant opportunities related to school bus seat belt funding assistance.
	Implementation: TEA reporting window submissions must be finalized by May 29, 2026.
	Attachment(s): Yes
	Attachments: TEA Guidebook for SB 546 Reporting on School Bus Seat Belt Costs
SB 546 Quick Start Guide
	ACCOUNT NO 1: 
	AMOUNT(S): 
	Procurement Method Type: Cooperative contract quotes
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Yes
	Check Box8: Yes
	Check Box9: Off
	Signature of Requestors: Dr . Oscar Rico
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	PRIOR BOARD ACTION: 
	AWARDED: 
	AWARDED AMOUNT: 
	AGENDA SUMMARY:       Senate Bill 546, passed during the 89th Texas Legislature, strengthens standards for school buses transporting students in Texas. The bill amends Texas Transportation Code Section 547.701, with the addition of subsection (f), requiring that all school buses operated by or contracted for use by a school district be equipped with three-point seat belts for every passenger, including the driver. School Districts in Texas have until May 29, 2026 to submit counts, cost estimates and board documents to the Texas Education Agency.
      District administration gathered preliminary retrofit estimates and manufacturer guidance regarding warranty implications and compliance concerns. Current estimates from peer districts indicate retrofit costs ranging from approximately $10,000 to over $34,000 per bus depending on bus size and configuration.
      Additionally, manufacturer guidance from Blue Bird states that aftermarket seating alterations may affect original certifications and warranties, and that modifications are the responsibility of the entity performing the retrofit.
     The Board is requested to review the information presented and determine whether the District’s current budget allows for replacement or retrofit of buses equipped with three-point seat belts as required under SB 546 and TEA reporting guidance.
	RECOMMENDATION: Administration recommends the Board acknowledge the SB 546 reporting requirements, review the estimated financial impact associated with compliance, and authorize submission of the required TEA reporting documentation through Senti
	Text1: Dr. Oscar Rico


