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Time in the Digital Age



What is Screen Time?01

Screens in Balance: Education, Technology, and Community Conversations.” Consortium for School Networking,
 2025, https://www.cosn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/What-Does-Screen-Time-mean-for-K-12-Students-Infographic.jpg



Defining “Screen Time”02

Active Use involves critical thinking and includes
activities such as coding, immersive simulations,

media production, interaction with experts,
making global connections, design, and peer

collaboration. 

Passive Use includes activities such as filling out
digital worksheets or consuming digital content

without accompanying reflection, imagination, or
participation. 

“Creativity vs Consumption”“Active vs Passive”

Creativity: Using digital tools to make, build,
design, code, or solve problems rather than just

taking in content. 
Common Activities: Writing stories or scripts, coding,

digital drawing, composing music, or editing

Consumption: Watching, scrolling, or consuming
pre-made digital media with little to no active

cognitive input or decision-making. 
Common Activities: Watching videos (like YouTube or

TV shows), scrolling through social media feeds,
playing repetitive mobile games, or streaming movies.

-Intentional Usage-



Device Usage
(Elementary)

03

Devices are “1 to 1”
Most devices are teacher-controlled 

      (kept in centralized locations, charged in class)

Devices go home in a few upper elementary
classrooms (teacher discretion)
YouTube shut off on all elementary student
devices (started 26-27 school year)
Green, Yellow and Red Filter Levels Available



Top Elementary Usage04
Since start of the 26-27 school year

Safari
25.8%

Canvas
23.8%Zearn

19.2%

Epic
16.3%

Test Nav
9.7%

Math Fact Lab
5.1%

By Grade Level:
KG: Zearn/ Epic

1 : Zearnst

2 : Safarind

3rd: Safari
4 : Safarith

5  Safarith

By Building:
Evergreen: Safari
Hatley: Canvas

Mountain Bay: Canvas
Odyssey: Dreambox
Rothschild: Safari
Riverside: Safari
Weston: Canvas

Overall:

Average daily minutes:
Kindergarten:   12.2

Grade 1:   18.8
Grade 2:   21.3
Grade 3:   28.8
Grade 4:   37.7
Grade 5:   41.4



Staff Survey (Elementary) 05



Device Usage
(Secondary)

06

Devices are “1 to 1”
Most devices are student-controlled 
Devices go home nightly
Green, Yellow and Red Filter Levels Available



Outlook (Email)
33.3%

Canvas
27.1%

Google Search
14.2%

Google Docs
9.2%

Canva
8.3%

YouTube/ Google Video
7.9%

By Building:
Middle: Safari
Junior: Safari
Senior: Safari

Top Secondary Usage07
Since start of the 26-27 school yearOverall:



Staff Survey (Secondary) 08



Device Considerations
Accessibility

Many of our students have IEP-
driven tech support
 Hundreds of students with
communication support on device

Proloquo2Go:               93 licenses used
GoTalk NOW:                 72 licenses used
ChoiceWorks:               106 licenses used
TouchChat:                     30 licenses used

Content Filtering & Gaggle

Student devices filtered on and off
site

Gaggle flags and notifies “PSS” and
“QCON” to building admin team
grades 2-12

Apps & App Store

Apps vetted when they are
requested (privacy,data,use case)

Apps culled yearly

District controlled app store 

Digital Citizenship

Delivered in K-5 IMC, Guidance and
D.A.R.E.

Includes “Digital Footprint” and
“Digital Citizenship” lessons

09



Accessibility10



Digital Testing Considerations

Wisconsin Forward Exam
Grades 3–8: English Language Arts and Mathematics
Grades 4 and 8: Science
Grades 4, 8, and 10: Social Studies

aimswebPlus
Early Literacy Screening (2023 Wisconsin Act 20)

PreACT Secure
Grades 9 and 10
English, Math, Reading, and Science

ACT with Writing
Grade 11

AP Testing
Approx. 500 students in grades 9-12 taking 1,000+ tests

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Alternate
Assessment

ACCESS for ELL (WIDA)

Local Assessments
Varies by class, grade and building

11



Device Use Cases12

Elementary 

Secondary

Digital Workbooks
Zearn
GarageBand
iMovie
BookCreator
Keynote 

Digital Workbooks
Desmos
Curriculum Apps/Sites
MyAP
Notes
Pages

Sketchbook:  Sylvia Duckworth



What does this look like?13
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Next Steps15

Keeping & building healthy technology habits

Continue work
on intentional

device use with
staff

Explore Digital
wellness/

citizenship at
secondary level

Parent connection 
Conference
Nights
Back to school 

Continue to
monitor/ assess /

change access
(Apps, Websites, AI)



THANK YOU
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