
Girard School District Board of Education 

Board Workshop Minutes 

Monday, September 14, 2026 

Immediately Following Board Special Meeting 

Girard High School Auditorium 

   

1. Meeting Opening 

Board President, Mr. Rich Brown, called the September 14, 2026 Board Workshop Meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Brown stated the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and a moment of silent meditation was observed at 

the 5:45 p.m. Board Special Meeting. 

 

Board Members Present:  

Rich Brown, Mike McConnell, Joe Legnasky, Kelly Amenta, Kelly Fisher, Daniel Maher, Joseph Meka, Brady 

Sager, Melissa Smith  

All present. 

Informational: 1.2. Recognition of Visitors 

President Brown welcomed visitors in attendance and thanked them for attending. 

Others Present:  Superintendent David Koma, Jacob Hagmaier, Michelle Doritty, Shannon Holley, Heather Pier, Erin 

Pizzo, Clinton Southworth, Angel Ghastin, Tom Craig, Jeff Brasington, Eric Louis 

2. Public Comments 

Informational: 2.1 Public Comments 

Mr. Hagmaier stated no public comments were received. 

3. Education 

Informational: 3.1 Elk Valley Elementary School Updates 

EVES Principal Shannon Holley shared that new Assistant Principal Cheryl Krachkowski has been a fantastic 

addition to the EVES team. Staff have been reviewing student expectations and dismissal procedures. Three new 

recess aides have joined the staff and have helped implement new safety procedures and lineup routines for recess.  

Informational: 3.2 Rice Avenue Middle School Updates 

Assistant Principal Jeff Brasington reported that he and Principal Trudnowski have been overseeing the intramurals 

program. Following a student survey, there was increased interest in more club-like activities, such as hiking, wiffle 

ball, and Magic: The Gathering card games. The administration hopes to expand offerings to additional clubs and 

grow the program's participation among both students and staff. 

Informational: 3.3 Girard High School Updates 

GHS Principal Eric Louis reported that Homecoming is scheduled for next week. He shared that six students are 

volunteering through AmeriCorps at the elementary school. The Diversified Occupations program is also going well, 

with students currently placed at Widget, Wegmans, Faulkner's, and additional local establishments are preparing to 

bring on students. 

Informational: 3.4 Curriculum Updates 

Mrs. Angel Ghastin distributed a handout to Board members outlining measurable goals related to Comprehensive 

Plan Monitoring, including Behavioral and Mental Health Support Services, K–8 Mathematics, and Career Standards 

Benchmarks. 

Informational: 3.5 Special Education Updates 

Dr. Erin Pizzo thanked the Board for the opportunity in her new position and provided a brief overview of her 

professional background. She has been working closely with teachers and attending meetings to prepare for the 

upcoming school year, and outlined her goals for the year ahead. Dr. Pizzo has also been ensuring that the 

partnership with Mercyhurst for the Autistic Support (AS) rooms at EVES is aligned with and being implemented 

according to district expectations, and that in-district classroom aides are prepared to assist teachers effectively. 






