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House Bill 3039, enacted as Public Act 104-0267 in 
Illinois, amends the School Code to expand 

opportunities for 7th and 8th-grade students to earn 
high school credit for required coursework.

● if the same course is offered by the high school that the 
student would attend

● the student participates in the course at their middle 
school 
○ as long as the student passes the end of course 

exam given at the high school granting the credit 
for the same course



https://v3.boardpolicyonline.com/b/community_hsd_94/s/2334306

● Adopted board policy June 16, 2026
○ “the student participates in the course where the student attends 

school as long as the student passes the course and the end-of-
course examination given at the high school granting the credit for 
the same course, demonstrating proficiency at the high school 
level” 

West Chicago Community 
High School District 94

https://v3.boardpolicyonline.com/b/community_hsd_94/s/2334306


7th (1A) & 8th Spanish (1B) = 9th 
Spanish as a Foreign Language

Who? English speaking students who do not 
speak Spanish 

Why?  Want to learn Spanish starting in 
Middle School

How many? about 8-9 students each year

Courses this applies to:

8th Advanced Spanish = 9th Spanish for 
Native Speakers

Who? Native Spanish speaking students in our 
One- and Two- Way Dual Language programs and 
Native English speaking students in our Two-Way 
Dual Language program

Why? Already speak Spanish, but want to grow 
their literacy skills in reading and writing

How many? About 180  students each year



8th Spanish 1A &1B = 9th Spanish as 
a Foreign Language

Who? English speaking students who do not 
speak Spanish 

Why?  Want to learn Spanish starting in 
Middle School

How many? about 8 students each year

Courses this applies to:

8th Advanced Spanish = 9th Spanish for 
Native Speakers

Who? Native Spanish speaking students in our 
One- and Two- Way Dual Language programs and 
Native English speaking students in our Two-Way 
Dual Language program

Why? Already speak Spanish, but want to grow 
their literacy skills in reading and writing

How many? About 180  students each year



● May 14th, 2026
○ West Chicago Elementary School District 33: 

■ Janet Ayala, Director of Multilingual Learners
■ Maggie Lay, LMS Principal
■ Lea Pizinger, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning

○ West Chicago Community High School District 94: 
■ Kurt Johansen, Superintendent
■ Limaris Pueyo, WCCHS Principal
■ Juan Suarez, Director of Multilingual & Multicultural Services 

● Reviewed our Advanced Spanish curriculum and current students’ AAPPL scores 
with the high school

● August 24th, 2026
○ Janet and Maggie met with Limaris and Juan to review the course and 

create a plan for this school year

Meeting with D94



Last year’s 8th grade Scores on the Assessment of 
Performance toward Proficiency in Languages (AAPPL)

I5 is the proficiency 
level used by the high 
school to 
demonstrate the 
Spanish proficiency 
requirement for the 
Seal of Biliteracy



Current Advanced Spanish Course

● Began 23-24 School year

○ Put together a Subject Area Committee (SAC)

○ Began curricular work that summer

● Goals:

○ Create a course sequence that increased in rigor each year

○ Aligned to the Spanish Language Arts (SLA) Standards, AP 

Spanish themes to provide students with background 

knowledge,  and the American Council on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards 



ACTFL Standards
● Communication

○ Communicate effectively in more than one language
● Cultures

○ Interact with cultural competence and 
understanding

● Connections
○ Acquire information and diverse perspectives in 

order to use the language to function in academic 
and career related situations

● Comparisons
○ Develop insight into the nature of language and 

culture
● Communities

○ Participate in multilingual communities at home and 
around the world



High School Advanced Placement 
Spanish Language and Literature (AP)



Learnin

g 
Targets

D33 8th Grade: Advanced Spanish Unit 1 
Students will be able to independently use what they have learned to…

● Conduct collaborative, inquiry-based research using reliable sources from various media to inform the audience.
● Integrate technology appropriately and with a defined purpose to carry out, communicate, and reflect on your research.
● Identify your goal, create a plan to achieve it, and reflect on the process.

The students will:
● Analyze the multiple benefits of youth participation in elections and active civic engagement.
● Assess how personal heritage and family traditions shape individual identity and inspire civic responsibility.
● Propose viable solutions to global challenges that directly impact their country or countries of origin, demonstrating an 

understanding of local contributions to global problems.
● Synthesize strategies for effective citizenship in both local and global contexts, recognizing the interconnectedness of their roles.

Essential questions: 
● What are the benefits of young people voting and actively participating in elections?
● How can you be a good citizen in your local community? Globally?
● What qualities from your family or traditions from your heritage have inspired you to be a good citizen?
● What global challenges affect your country or countries of origin? How can you contribute to its solution?



                                   OBJECTIVES
1. I can recognize the sound of each letter of the alphabet and distinguish 

between letters that have the same sound.
2. I can correctly spell Spanish words that are cognates of English words.
3. I can correctly use uppercase and lowercase letters.
4. I can identify words in English and Spanish that look similar but have 

different meanings, and spell them correctly.
5. I can identify all the countries of Latin America on a map.
6. I can read and understand statistics and short texts about bilingual and 

bicultural people.
7. I can use the context of a reading to understand the meaning of 

unfamiliar words.
8. I can express my opinion about what it means to be bilingual and 

bicultural.
9. I can explain the advantages of being bilingual and bicultural, 

supporting my ideas with examples and specific details.
10. I can analyze how art and cultural spaces, such as murals and 

museums, express bilingual and bicultural identity, and use those 
observations to develop ideas for my own autobiographical narrative.

11. I can analyze how Esperanza’s identity develops throughout The 
House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and connect it to themes 
in the work, such as identity, belonging, and dreams, as well as to my 
own personal experiences.

12. I can write an autobiographical narrative about my experience as a 
bilingual and/or bicultural person, using a clear narrative arc that 
includes exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

D94 9th Grade: Spanish for Native Speakers Unit 1 

Unit 1 Bilingual and Bicultural
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