
A-F    Accountability Ratings 2026



Expectations Matter

We believe that all students can learn and achieve at high levels.
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A–F is a tool to help us meet continuously improved goals for children

According to state law, the purpose of A-F accountability is:
• to continuously improve student performance
• to eliminate achievement gaps based on race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status
• to ensure Texas is a national leader in preparing students for postsecondary success

TEC §39.053(f)

Improve Student 
Performance

Eliminate 
Achievement Gaps

Prepare Students for 
Postsecondary Success

Fostering a culture that supports growth and continuous improvement when this 
performance information is public is a difficult but critical task for education leaders.
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Rigor
for students

Transparent
for the public

39.309 “website … for 
the public to access 
school district and 
campus accountability 
information”

Fair
for schools

A-F
39.054(b) “the 
mathematical 
possibility that all 
districts and campuses 
receive an A rating”

39.053(f) “eliminating achievement
gaps ... and ensuring this state 
ranks nationally in the top five 
states in preparing students for 
postsecondary success and on the 
National Assessment of 
Educational Progress or its 
successor assessment”
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Balancing multiple objectives



A–F is a tool to help Texas meet continuously improved goals for children

There are several key design commitments built into A–F to help ensure it works as 
an effective continuous improvement tool while accurately recognizing performance:

1. Ratings reflect better of achievement or progress

2. School performance is evaluated through multiple valid measures

3. Ratings are based on defined criteria, not a fixed distribution

 “A” reflects performance consistent with reaching long term student goals

 “C” reflects average performance for the baseline year

4. The system design remains static in most years
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Calculating Overall A-F Results

Domain 1

Student 
Achievement

This design reflects a 
commitment
• to recognize high student

achievement and
• to recognize the impact of

highly effective educators,
• while maintaining focus on

the students most in need.

Domain 2
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School
Progress

Domain 3

Closing
the Gaps



Overall  Ratings Results: 2025 to 2026 Comparison
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Overall  Ratings Results: 2025 to 2026 Comparison
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Overall  Ratings Results: 2025 to 2026 Comparison
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Overall  Ratings Results: 2025 to 2026 Comparison
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Calculating Overall Results for Districts

Domain 1

Student 
Achievement

This design reflects a 
commitment
• to recognize high student

achievement and
• to recognize the impact of

highly effective educators,
• while maintaining focus on

the students most in need.

Domain 2
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School
Progress

Domain 3

Closing
the Gaps

District ratings use the same methodology, with each school holding a proportional 
weight based on grades 3-12 enrollment



Domain 1: Student Achievement



Domain 1: The Student Achievement Domain



Domain 2: School Progress



Domain 2: School Progress Part A and B



Domain 2: School Progress Part A and B

Click for a examples of how school 
progress domains are calculated

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/how-accountability-ratings-work


Domain 3 – Closing the Gaps



Domain 3: Closing the Gaps



Elementary and Middle Schools:
The Closing the Gaps domain examines 4 student groups’ potential gaps to targets set across 4 components.

Closing the Gaps Scoring
4 - Met long-term target
3 - Met interim target
2 – Showed expected growth toward 
next interim target 
1 – Showed minimal growth
0 - Did not show minimal growth

Domain 3 Groups

30%
Academic Achievement 
STAAR RLA at Meets Grade Level
STAAR Mathematics at Meets Grade Level

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math
0-32

50%
Growth
Growth in STAAR RLA 
Growth in STAAR Mathematics

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math
0-32

10% Progress to English Language Proficiency
TELPAS Progress

0-4* 
*Only 

current EB
0-4

10% School Quality/Student Success 
Average of all STAAR performance scores 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-16

Sum Domain 3 Groups are 
based on the performance 
of
4 Groups

All Students

First lowest performing 
racial/ethnic group from 
prior year

Second lowest performing 
racial/ethnic group from 
prior year

High Focus**

Component 
Weight

Elementary Schools would need to earn 74% of points possible to score an A
Middle Schools would need to earn 71% of points possible to score an A



Closing the Gaps Scoring
4 - Met long-term target
3 - Met interim target
2 – Showed expected growth toward 
next interim target 
1 – Showed minimal growth
0 - Did not show minimal growth

Domain 3 Groups

50%
Academic Achievement 
STAAR RLA at Meets Grade Level
STAAR Mathematics at Meets Grade Level

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math

0-8
4 RLA

4 Math
0-32

10% Graduation Rate
4-year Federal Graduation Rate 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-16

10% Progress to English Language Proficiency
TELPAS Progress

0-4*
*Only 

current EB
0-4

30% School Quality/Student Success 
CCMR for graduates and students in grade 12 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-4 0-16

0-68

Sum Domain 3 Groups are 
based on the performance 
of
4 Groups

Component 
Weight

All Students

First lowest performing 
racial/ethnic group from 
prior year

Second lowest performing 
racial/ethnic group from 
prior year

High Focus**

High Schools and K-12s:
The Closing the Gaps domain examines 4 student groups’ potential gaps to targets set across 4 components.

High Schools/K-12s would need to earn 74% of points possible to score an A

If a HS/K-12 does not have a 4-year graduation rate, it is evaluated using Growth
If a HS/K-12 does not have CCMR, it is evaluated using STAAR (all subjects) performance



Local Comparisons and Context



Analytics Tools on TXschools.gov



More Comparison



Other Analytic Tools



Appeal – What ifs



 Brackett HS – What Ifs



District – What Ifs



Questions and Clarifiers

**** Appeal Information – Submitted 09/11 – Results – Dec. 2026 

- Brackett High School 
- Utility Reporting (District) 
- Course Sequence Coding (District)
- TEA Cross walk 
- TEA Verifier Window
- TEA Correction Years
- SIS – Ascender lack of notification of required changes
- TSDS – PEIMS reporting inconsistencies 



Thank You
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