Minutes of Board of Education Regular Meeting

The Board of Trustees
Joliet Township High School District 204

A Board of Education Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joliet Township High School
District 204 was held Tuesday, August 18, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM at the District
Administrative Center, 300 Caterpillar Drive, Joliet, Illinois.

I. Call to Order and Roll Call - 6:00 PM

II. Closed Session
Closed Session is to discuss and consider items such as student discipline, collective
negotiating matters, acquisition of land, pending legal matters, and/or personnel
for the appointment, employment, pay, discipline, performance, or dismissal as
designated by school board policy 2:200.

Vice President Guerrero Neumayer called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. in the
Board Room at the District Administrative Center, 300 Caterpillar Drive, Joliet,
Illinois. Members Present Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Christine Lynn, Mrs.
Lorraine Guerrero Neumayer, and Dr. Angela Huntington. Absent: Mr. Matt
Kennedy, Mrs. Michelle Stiff, and Mr. Dan Coffey.

Dr. Huntington moved that the board go into Executive Session for the purpose of
litigation. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Lynn and carried. Roll call vote.
Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Dr. Huntington, Mrs. Lynn, and Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer.
Nays: None.

III. Call to Order and Roll Call - Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM
President Kennedy reconvened the meeting into Regular Session at 7:00 p.m. in the
Board room at the Administrative Center, 300 Caterpillar Drive, Joliet, Illinois and
asked for roll call. Members Present: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Guerrero
Neumayer, and Dr. Huntington. Absent: Mrs. Stiff, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Coffey.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Welcome Visitors
Vice President Guerrero Neumayer welcomed all guest in the
audience and watching online.

IV. Public Comment on Any Agenda Item
Members of the public may make comments to the Board of Education on any item
listed on the agenda. The time allotted to comment is limited to five minutes, unless
the Board President decides to shorten public comment to conserve time and give
the maximum number of individuals opportunity to speak as designated by school
board policy 2:230.
No Public Comments.



V. Consent Agenda
The Consent Agenda is used for those items that usually do not require discussion
or explanation before Board of Education action. It may also include items for
which the law requires board action but which the board rightfully delegates to the

staff.
A. Minutes of July 21, 2026Regular Board Meeting

B. Payroll, Organizations & Activity, and Cafeteria Report - Policy
4:60

. Freedom of Information Request(s) — Policy 2:250
D. Check Register - Policy 4:60

@)

A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the Consent
Agenda with the removal of Hopewell Schools from the Check
Register. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Lynn and carried. Roll
call vote. Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Guerrero
Neumayer, and Dr. Huntington. Nays: None.

A motion was made by Mrs. Lynn to approve the Consent
Agenda with the removal of Hopewell Schools from the Check
Register. The motion was seconded by Dr. Huntingtin and carried.
Roll

call vote. Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Lynn, and Mrs. Guerrero
Neumayer. Abstain: Dr. Huntington. Nays: None.

VI. Recognition and Awards
A. Central Campus — No Recognition This Month
B. West Campus — No Recognition This Month

C. District - Tenured Staff
Jacob Babich
Kenji Balderas-Sato
Kevin Barron
Alexandra Bartkowiak
Breanna Blackmon
Brianna Bowman
Grace Burrus
Rosaisela Cabrera
Michelle Campos
Michael Carnahan
Elizabeth Cole
Kristen Cooke
Andrea Czart
Luis Diaz
Giavanna Gomez
Cristina Hackett
Amy Healy



Brian Hernandez
Luna Hilal

Terri Hulse

Itzel Jimenez
Ryan King

Joshua Letourneau
Robert Lewis
Christopher Lincoln
Danielle Litko
Amary Maberry
Sahid Maldonado
Sean McQuown
Emily Mendoza
Donna Miller
Misty Mullin
Brian Munoz
Julie Nettles
Kelly Newton
Ulises Ornelas
Christina Pottorff
Jasmine Rosenboom
Denisse Rubio
George Shimko
Miguel Silva
Anna Sitar
Donovan Smith
Kacey Stockdell
Tyler Theobald
Lily Vellenga
Taylar Venegas
Amanda Wisslead

VIIL. Superintendent Reports

A.

B.

Correspondence
No Correspondence.

Legislative Report
No Legislative Report.

. 2026-2027 Budget Presentation - Dr. Ilandus Hampton, Assistant
Superintendent for Business

Dr. Hampton presented the 2026-2027 Tentative Budget. The
budget in tentative form will be made available for public
inspection for a minimum of 30 days. The final budget will be
approved by September 30, 2026.

. Educational Services Credit Recovery 2025-2026 Presentation -
Mprs. Dianne McDonald, Assistant Superintendent for Educational

Services



F.

G.

VIII. Action Items

A.

Mrs. McDonald provided an overview of academic credit recovery
structures for all students during the 2025-2026 school year.

. School Safety and Security Annual Update Report

Dr. Guseman shared the School Safety and Security Annual
Update.

2026 Summer School Report
Dr. Guseman shared the 2026 Summer School Data.

2026 Summer Bridge Report
Dr. Guseman shared the 2026 Summer Bridge Data.

2026-2027 Tentative Budget

A motion was made by Mrs. Lynn to approve the 2026-2027
Tentative Budget. The motion was seconded by Dr. Huntingtin
and carried. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Guerrero
Neumayer, Dr. Huntingtin, and Mr. Fitzpatrick. Nays: None.

. JTHS Strategic Planning Proposal Recommendation

A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the JTHS
Strategic Planning Proposal. The motion was seconded by Mrs.
Lynn and carried. Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick,
Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer, and Dr. Huntington. Nays:
None.

. JTHS Administrative Evaluation

A motion was made by Mrs. Lynn to approve the JTHS
Administrative Evaluation. The motion was seconded by Dr.
Huntington and carried. Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mrs.
Lynn, Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer, and Dr.
Huntington. Nays: None.

. 2026-2027 Agreement with Joliet Township High School and

Hanover Research

A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the 2026-2027
Agreement with Joliet Township High School and Hanover
Research. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Lynn and carried.
Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs.
Guerrero Neumayer, and Dr. Huntington. Nays: None.

. Agreement with Joliet Township High School and Interim

Healthcare Services of Joliet, Inc.

A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the Agreement
with Joliet Township High School and Interim Healthcare Services
of Joliet, Inc. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Lynn and carried.
Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs.
Guerrero Neumayer, and Dr. Huntington. Nays: None.

. Resolution Authorizing Intervention in Various Will County Board

of Review Appeals



A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the Resolution
Authorizing Intervention in Various Will County Board of Review
Appeals. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Lynn and carried.
Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Dr. Huntington, Mr. Fitzpatrick,
Mrs. Lynn, and Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer. Nays: None.

G. Approval of JTHS Activity and Club Proposals
A motion was made by Dr. Huntington to approve the JTHS
Activity and Club Proposals. The motion was seconded by Mrs.
Lynn and carried. Comments. Roll call vote. Ayes: Mrs. Guerrero
Neumayer, Dr. Huntington, Mr. Fitzpatrick, and Mrs. Lynn. Nays:
None.

H. Personnel Reports - Policy 5:30; 5:180; 5:185; 5:210

1. Professional Salary Advancement Request(s)
a. Timothy Roberts, Teacher, West Campus, from

F21 to G21

b. Patrick McGovern, Teacher, Joliet Central, from
D13 to E13

c. John Babich, Teacher, West Campus, from C4 to
D4

d. Julie Nettles, Teacher, Central Campus, from C5
to D5

e. Daniel Tito, Teacher, West Campus, from D16 to
El6

f. Robert Elkins, Teacher, West Campus, from B5
to D5

g. Arena Marciante, Teacher, Central Campus, from
A2 to B2

h. Susana Vera, Teacher, West Campus, from F5 to
G5

1. Jennifer Baxter, Teacher, West Campus, from
E16to F16

j. Joshua Massey, Teacher, Central Campus, from
A3 to B3

2. Professional Leave of Absence Request(s)

a. Marissa Cantu, Teacher, Central Campus, is
requesting a leave of absence effective
September 22, 2026 through December 18, 2026
Medical-Maternity

3. Professional Change of Status Request(s)
a. Angel Olivo, Teacher, West/Central Campus to
Task Force Substitute, West Campus, effective

August 14, 2026 Daily Rate $200

4. Professional Staff Overload Recommendation(s)
West Campus:



2/11 overload for Christopher Martis (IT)
2/11 overload for John Barber (IT)

1/11 overload for Noah Fabris (IT)

2/11 overload for Abel Farias (Physics)
2/11 overload for Liz Covelli (Biology)
2/11 overload for Jeremy Kreiger (Special
Education)

2/11 overload for Carolyn Hipp (Special
Education)

2/11 overload & Extended Day for Kelsey
Polcyn (Applied Life)

2/11 overload for Kerri Chavez (English)
2/11 overload for Amy Malizia (English)

Central Campus:

1/11 overload for Mathilde Gleizes (World
Language)

2/11 overload for Jarod Battisto (Industrial
Technology)

Extended Day assignment for Jarod Battisto
2/11 overload for Aiden Janeliunas (Industrial
Technology)

Extended day assignment Aiden Janeliunas
2/11 overload for Joseph Carrasquillo (Special
Education)

2/11 overload for Joe Hoyt (English)

5. Professional Extra Pay Recommendation(s)
Activities, Athletics & Volunteers - Central Campus

a. Leonardo Haro, Assistant Boys Soccer

b. Patrick McGovern, Head Boys Wrestling

c. Brian Hernandez, Assistant Boys Wrestling

d. Larry Pennuto, Assistant Boys Wrestling

e. Theodore Mackey, Assistant Boys Wrestling

f. Christian Smith, Volunteer Boys Wrestling

g. Lizbeth Perez, Assistant Badminton

h. George Hiler, Volunteer Boys Wrestling
West Campus

a. Robert Wells, Assistant Boys Bowling

b. Daniel Landando, Volunteer Boys Wrestling

c. Emily Johnson, Assistant Swimming

d. Tara Litwicki, Head Boys Volleyball

e. Willow Mueller, Assistant Boys Volleyball

f.  Phillip Murray, Assistant Boys Volleyball

g. Marcus Mars, Head Boys Track

h. Michael Brower, Assistant Boys Track
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Jett Velligan, Assistant Boys Track
Michael Hester, Assistant Boys Track

Campus Level, Fine Arts & School Related - Central

Campus
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Jessica Betts, Mentor Teacher

Andrea Richardson, Mentor Teacher

Franck Koncar, Mentor Teacher

Rosaisela Cabrera, Mentor Teacher

Lauren Kline, Mentor Teacher

Michael Heilman, Mentor Teacher

Christina Pottorff, Mentor Teacher

Joanie Stofan, mentor Teacher

Brian Reed, Extended Day Dean

Brian Reed, Dean of Students

Brett Boyter, Extended Day Dean

Brett Boyter, Dean of Students

Eduardo Contreras, Extended Day Dean
Eduardo Contreras, Dean of Students

Marissa Fears, Extended Day Dean

Marissa Fears, Dean of Students

Christina Kosiek, Extended Day Dean
Christina Kosiek, Dean of Students

Karla Franchini, Extended Day Dean

Karla Franchini, Dean of Students

Natalie O’Connell, Extended Day Counselor
Jennifer Lemberg, Extended Day Counselor
Katie Brick, Extended Day Catalyst

Karen Blunk, Extended Day Instructional Coach
Amanda Ringfelt, Extended Day Instructional
Coach

Erin Dryzmalla, Extended Day Instructional
Coach

Sandra Green, Extended Day Instructional Coach
Gandhi Schlote, Extended Day Instructional
Coach

Karla Gomez-James, Extended Day Instructional
Coach

Bobbie Sue Chavez, Extended Day Math
Interventionalist

Lizbeth Perez, Extended Day Math
Interventionalist

Rebecca Lara, Extended Day Cool Down Room
Kaitlyn Brick, Extended Day Catalyst

Erika Martinez, Extended Day College/Career
Specialist
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Angela Splant, IEP Manager Stipend
Mary Vonesh, IEP Manager Stipend
Jessica Roubisoff, Accelerated Advisory
Rosaisela Cabrera, Accelerated Advisory
Natalie Eich, School Counselor
Aseneth Ruiz, School Counselor
Marisol Onate, School Counselor
Michael Russell, School Counselor
Jennifer Lemberg, School Counselor
Vivian Helwich, School Counselor
Lindsey Furczyk, School Counselor
Natalie O’Connell, School Counselor
Jennifer Foster, School Counselor
Denisse Rubio, School Counselor
Erika Martinez, School Counselor
Kristen Cooke, Social Worker
Kathryn Watland, Social Woker
Jennifer Stansbury, Social Worker
Ashley Errico, Social Worker
Michelle Campos, Social Worker
Carina Yanes, Social Worker

Rick Franceschina, Social Worker
AVAC/Transition

Tracy Ward, Psychologist

Ken Gilroy, Psychologist

District Campus

a.

°opo

Kierra Richardson, Psychologist

Tyler Johnson, Social Worker

Tara McNeal, Psychologist

Amber Mitchell, Substance Abuse Clinician
Catrise Colon, Counselor

West Campus

a.
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Greg Thompson, Mentor Teacher
Charles Rumpf, Mentor Teacher
Wendy Vantilburg, Mentor Teacher
John Barber, Mentor Teacher

Joseph Tucker, Mentor Teacher
Adrienne Walton, Mentor Teacher
Adam Conard, Mentor Teacher

Doug Fowler, IEP Manager

Jeffery Bonarek, IEP Manager
Gregory Thompson, Dean of Students
Christopher Lincoln, Dean of Students
Charles Rumpf, Dean of Students



m. Dan Wikert, Dean of Students
Jharita Jordan, Dean of Students
Danielle Litko, Dean of Students
Andrea Lopez, School Counselor
Melanie Boseo, School Counselor
Tiffany Alexander, School Counselor
Christine Lipke, School Counselor
Sharralyn Martin, School Counselor
Sandra Fredrickson, School Counselor
Jacquelyn Fitzgerald, School Counselor
. Kevin Michaels, School Counselor
Christopher Wild, School Counselor
Donna Miller, School Counselor
Yvette Justice, School Counselor
. Wendy Vantilburg, Social Worker
bb. Maura Krakowski, Social Worker
cc. Deandre Robinson, Social Worker
dd. Angelica Lara, Social Worker
ee. Jennifer Beckham, Social Worker
ff. Megan Gunier, Social Worker
gg. Wanda Turner, Social Worker
hh. Quetzali Jacobo, Social Worker
ii. Lisa Biel, Psychologist
jj- Lauren Massey, Psychologist
kk. John Ciolkosz, Extended Day Instructional
Coach-Math
1. Laura Flaherty, Extended Instructional Coach-EL
mm. Timothy Roberts, Extended Day
Instructional Coach-English
nn. Jennifer Baxter, Extended Day Instructional
Coach-Science
oo. Katie Markun, Extended Day Instructional
Coach-Special Services
pp. Jay Leggero, Extended Day Instructional Coach-
Social Science
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6. Professional Employment Recommendation(s)

a. Christopher Martis, Industrial Technology, West
Campus, effective August 14, 2026, Step E-12 $
91,595 with 5% Journeyman Certificate; due to
New Position

b. Andrew Smigielski, ISS Supervisor, West
Campus, effective August 14, 2026, Daily Rate
$150.00

c. Darryl Pershall, Industrial Technology, West
Campus, effective August 14, 2026, Step F-10
$88,186



7. Classified Retirement Request(s)

a.

b.

Flora Hines, Bus Aide, Transportation, District,
effective August 14, 2026

Stephanie Thomas, Office Staff I, Student
Support Team, West Campus, effective
December 19, 2026

8. Classified Resignation Request(s)

a.

b.

Romy Escamilla, Service Worker, Cafeteria,
West Campus, effective January 7, 2026
Ahmaja Hardwick, Bus Driver, Transportation,
District, effective July 28, 2026

Angela Crowder, Full-Time Assistant Cook,
Cafeteria, Pathways, effective August 4, 2026
Sandra Kocian, Service Worker, Cafeteria,
Central Campus, effective August 6, 2026
Rachel Bierly, Service Worker, Cafeteria, West
Campus, effective August 7, 2026

9. Classified Leave of Absence Request(s)

a.

Maria Rosas, Custodian, Central Campus, is
requesting a leave of absence effective June 25,
2026 through August 10, 2026 Medical-Personal
Tywanna Butler, Cashier, Central Campus, is
requesting a leave of absence effective
September 8, 2026 through October 30, 2026
Medical-Maternity

Steven Angelus, Maintenance Mechanic, West
Campus, is requesting a leave of absence
effective July 20, 2026 through August 31, 2026
Medical-Personal

Connie Marx, Paraprofessional, Central Campus,
is requesting a leave of absence effective August
17,2026 through September 11, 2026 Medical-
Family

Yvette Duran-Cruz, Custodian, Central Campus,
is requesting a leave of absence effective July 1,
2026 through December 1, 2026 Medical-Family

10. Classified Employment Recommendation(s)

a.

Andrew Kaminsky, Bus Driver, Transportation,
District, Step 6 $24.55 per hour effective August
19, 2026

Jerome Childs, Bus Driver, Transportation,
District, Step 5 $24.12 per hour effective August
19, 2026



c. Alexis Butler, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Special Services, West Campus, Lane B Step 2
$19.81 per hour effective August 14, 2026

d. Jeanette Gatson, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Special Services, West Campus, Lane B Step 4
$20.60 per hour effective August 14, 2026

e. Angela Knezevich, Instructional
Paraprofessional, Special Services, West
Campus, Lane D Step 4 $22.65 per hour effective
August 14, 2026

f. Carol Goolsby, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Transition Center, AVAC/Transition, Lane D
Step 4 $22.65 per hour effective August 14, 2026

g. Evangelina Estrada, Paraprofessional,
Humanities, Central Campus, Lane C Step 3
$21.50 per hour effective August 14, 2026

h. Fernando Silvado, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Special Services, West Campus, Lane C Step 2
$20.66 per hour effective August 20, 2026

1. Edmundo Hernandez, Security, Central Campus,
Lane C Step 4 $21.50 per hour effective August
19, 2026

j.  Cameron Carter, Security, Central Campus
$19.24 per hour effective August 19, 2026

k. Ayeka Montalvo, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Special Services, West Campus, Lane B Step 4
$20.60 per hour effective August 14, 2026

1. Thomas Razo, Instructional Paraprofessional,
SPED Bravo, West Campus, Lane D Step 4
$22.65 per hour effective August 14, 2026

m. Jaqueda Pruitt, CTE Paraprofessional,
Humanities, Central Campus, Lane B Step 4
$20.60 per hour effective August 14, 2026

n. Barbara Lopez, Full-Time Assistant Cook,
Cafeteria, Pathways, Step 2 $16.79 per hour
effective August 17, 2026; replacing Vicky
Aguirre

0. Deborah Munoz, Service Worker, Cafeteria,
West Campus, Step 1 $15.92 per hour effective
August 18, 2026; replacing Bertha Benitez

11. Classified Change of Status Recommendation(s)

a. Joshua Vanderveen, Custodian, Buildings and
Grounds, Central Campus to 2nd Shift
Maintenance Mechanic, Buildings and Grounds,
Central Campus, Step 5 $27.16 per hour,



effective July 22, 2026; replacing Ruben
Hernandez

. Barney Mines, Security, Central Campus to Task

Force Substitute, Pathways effective August 18,
2026

Tinesha Adams, Instructional Paraprofessional,
Pathways to Security, Central Campus Lane C
Step 8 $23.21 per hour effective August 19, 2026

12. Classified Salary Advancement Request(s)

IX. Unfinished Business
No Unfinished Business.

X. New Business

a. Norma Aguirre, Office Staff I, District, from Step

16 to Step 18

A motion was made by Mrs. Lynn to approve the
Personnel Reports as presented. The motion was
seconded by Dr. Huntington and carried. Roll call vote.
Ayes: Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer, Dr.
Huntington, and Mr. Fitzpatrick. Nays: None.

A. First Reading of Board Policies - New Policy - Policies 2:240
1. 2:120E3 Resolution to Appoint a Delegate to the Illinois
Association of School Boards Delegate Assembly

B. First Reading of Board Policies - New Policy - Policies 2:240
1. 2:120E3 Resolution to Appoint a Delegate to the Illinois
Association of School Boards Delegate Assembly

C. First Reading of Board Policies - Updated - Policy 2:240
1. 2:230 Public Participation at Board of Education Meetings
and Petitions to the Board

PN R

5:40 Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease
5:70 Religious Holidays

5:240 Suspension

6:70 Teaching About Religions

6:80 Teaching About Controversial Issues

6:190 Co-Curricular Activities

7:130 Student Rights and Responsibilities

9. 7:190 Student Behavior
10. 7:270 Administering Medicines to Students
11. 8:70 Accommodating Individuals with Disabilities

D. First Reading of Five Year Review - Policy 2:240
1. 2:30 District Elections
2. 3:40 Superintendent
3. 3:50 Administrative Personnel Other Than the
Superintendent



4. 3:60 Administrative Responsibility of the Building

Principal

3:70 Succession of Authority

4:120 Food Services

7. 4:175 Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening;
Notifications

8. 5:110 Recognition for Service

9. 5:140 Solicitations By or From Staff

10. 5:185 Family and Medical Leave

11. 7:30 Student Assignment and Intra-District Transfer

12. 7:80 Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance

13. 7:345 Use of Educational Technologies; Student Data
Privacy and Security

14. 8:100 Relations with Other Organizations and Agencies

E. First Reading of Policies - Rewritten - Policy 2:240

1. 2:70E Checklist for Filling Board Vacancies by
Appointment

2. 2:220E1 Board Treatment of Closed Meeting Verbatim
Recordings and Minutes

3. 2:220E3 Closed Meeting Minutes

4. 2:220ES5 Semi-Annual Review of Closed Meeting Minutes

5. 2:220E8 Board of Education Records Maintenance
Requirements and FAQs

6. 7:330 Student Use of Building - Equal Access

SN

XI. Board Reports
Mr. Fitzpatrick reported that per the findings of the Illinois Attorney General, four
board members were found in violation of the Open Meeting Act.

Mrs. Lynn shared she is looking forward to the school year beginning and is looking
forward to attended school events.

Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer shared the on the Michael Austin Clark street dedication
event was an amazing event.

Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer shared her excitement attending Institute Day and the
viewing of Still Bridges during the Institute.

Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer shared that the JTHS Athletic Booster Golf Outing will be
held on September 13.

Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer shared that she attended the Black and Gold and Blue and
Gold events.

XII. Announcements/Public Comment
Dr. Guseman thanked Mr. Kennedy and Mrs. Guerrero Neumayer for attending
Institute Day.



Dr. Guseman thanked Jailen Bey and Kaitlin Morris for being a part of Institute Day
and facilitating the viewing of Still Bridges Documentary.

Dr. Guseman thanked buildings and grounds for their work in getting the buildings
ready for the first day of school.

Upon a motion by Dr. Huntington and seconded by Mrs. Lynn, the meeting was adjourned at
8:00p.m. by unanimous consent.

Mr. Matthew Kennedy Mrs. Michelle Stiff,
President Secretary



