Brownsville Independent School District

Agenda Category: General Function Board of Education Meeting:  09/01/2026
Item Title: H-E-B Excellence in Education Award X Action
Grant to Porter Early College High ~ Information
School Discussion
BACKGROUND:

The H-E-B Excellence in Education program awarded Porter Early College High School a
$10,000.00 grant as part of the Secondary Leadership Award presented to Claudia Cortez. The
grant funds will be distributed to the following Porter ECHS student motivation accounts:

NASA Hunch: $2,500.00
Technology Student Association: $7,500.00

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
H-E-B Excellence in Education Award Grant of $10,000.00

RECOMMENDATION:

Recommend approval to accept the H-E-B Excellence in Education Award Grant in the amount of
$10,000.00 to Porter ECHS to be distributed to the NASA Hunch and the Technology Student
Association student motivational accounts. No cost to the district.

_
; t R ![\ D_ Approved for Submission to Board of Education:
Dr. Rachel R. Ayala Y

Submitted by: Prlncw
Dr. Norma Ibarra-Cant
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Dr. Timothy E. Cuff, Superintendent
Di7Alma C RUblO

Approved by: Assistant Supermtendent

When Necessary, Additional Background May Follow This.



FORM K-1

BROWNSVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

RECEIPT OF DONATION/SPONSORSHIP FORM

PRINT
SAVE AS
Date: 8/13/26 CLEAR FORM

Organization/Vendor: H-E-B

Presented To: G1adys Porter Early College High School
(Club/School/Department)

Purpose of Donation: H-E-B Excellence in Education Grant to be distributed to NASA Hunch

& Technology Student Association student motivation accounts for competition fees & resources

Amount of Donation: $10,000.00

Principal’s Approval:

Area Superintendent / Deputy (D(—Q
Superintendent: = -

(Requi;'es signature if donation is $4,999 or less)

Superintendent of Schools:

(Requires signature if donation is $5,000 to $9,999)

Board of Trustees:

(Requires signature if donation is $10,000 or more)

Revised 9720



Dear Claudia,

Congratulations! We hope you enjoyed your time at the Marriott Marquis in Houston as
much as we enjoyed having you there.

As you know, for winning the Excellence in Education Awards in the Leadership
category, H-E-B is awarding you with $10,000.00 and awarding your school a grant in
the same amount.

Enclosed please find your personal check and the check for your school. Please meet with
your principal to discuss how the check for the school will be spent. We would be
delighted to know how your school benefits from these funds. Please feel free to e-mail
me with that information at Reynolds. Jili@heb.com.

The success of the H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards depends upon participation
from Texas educators. Your participation in the 2026 H-E-B Excellence in Education
Awards is most appreciated. We hope you will continue your involvement.

On behalf of everyone at H-E-B, thank you for your continued dedication to excellence in
education for Texas students.

Sincerely,
Jill Reynolds
H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards



Dr. Rachel R. Azala

From: Claudia E. Cortez

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2026 2:01 PM
To: Dr. Rachel R, Ayala

Cc Santiago Salazar Jr

Subject: HEB Grant

Attachments: HEB Letter.pdf

Dr. Ayala,

We have received the HEB check over the weekend and will be depositing it in the NASA HUNCH and TSA Accounts.

First, | would like to sincerely thank you and the administration for the continued support you have provided to our
Engineering, NASA HUNCH, TSA, and VEX Robotics programs at Gladys Porter Early College High School. | am honored to
have been selected as the recipient of the 2026 H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards Leadership Award, and | am

grateful that our school has also been awarded a $10,000 campus grant to continue expanding opportunities for our
students.

After reviewing the current needs of our STEM and engineering programs, | would like to respectfully propose the
allocation of the H-E-B grant funds toward the following student-centered initiatives:

Proposed Allocation of $10,000 H-E-B Grant

Program ':;p:::f Purpose
Technology Student Competition materials, travel support, project supplies, registration fees,
. $2,500 -

Association (TSA) ! engineering design materials, and student competition resources

Er\glnegrlng Infento Pro $3,100 Engineering design materials, and student competition resources

Kit Equipment

NASA HUNCH $2,500 Protopre development. ma.terlals, CAD/(‘englneermg resources, fabrication
supplies, and STEM project implementation
R . . . .

BEST Robotics $1.000 p:)eb;::;iigo"'mponents, tools, team registration, and competition

VEX Robotics New Game $900 Updated VEX competition elements and field components for student

Elements practice and competition readiness

These programs directly impact a large number of students by providing hands-on, real-world engineering experiences
that strengthen problem-solving, collaboration, leadership, and technical skills. The funding wouid help ensure our
students continue competing and excelling at the regional, state, and national levels while expanding access to STEM
opportunities for all learners.

Through TSA, NASA HUNCH, and VEX Robotics, our students have consistently demonstrated outstanding achievement
and have represented Gladys Porter Early College High School with excellence. These programs also align closely with
our mission of preparing students for careers in engineering, aerospace, cybersecurity, and advanced technology fields.



| greatly appreciate your consideration of this proposal and your continued support of STEM education and student
innovation on our campus. | would be happy to discuss the proposal further or provide any additional information
needed.

Respectfully,

Claudia E. Cortez

CTE Engineering

Gladys Porter Early College High School
3500 International Blvd., Room F154
Brownsville, TX 78521

956-698-0994
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This email and any files transmitted with it are the property of the Brownsville Independent School District, are confidential, and are intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom this email is addressed. !f you are not cne of the named recipient(s) or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received
this message in emor, please notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding,
printing, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited.

BISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability or genetic information in employment or provision of
services, programs or activities.

BISD no discrimina a base de raza, color, origen nacional, género, religidn, edad, discapacidad o informacién genética en el empleo o en la provision de servicios
programas ¢ actividades.
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