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RLA K-5

Updated instructional frameworks to closely 
align to the Science of Teaching Reading



McKinney 
Writes

We are committed to 
strengthening student thinking 
and communication by embedding 
writing into every content area. 
Students engage in a total of 60 
minutes of purposeful writing 
each day, allowing them to:

● process learning
● make connections
● deepen understanding across 

subjects. 

Mckinney ISD 3rd Graders



McKinney ISD Writing Focus 
Group

➔ 10 top performing writing teachers 
were invited to participate on a 
special writing design team.

➔ Campuses from all across the 
district were represented.

➔ This group of teachers formed an 
advisory board which was involved 
in creating new lessons that were 
added to the curriculum.  

  



Maximizing Engagement: NASOT Strategies

Strategy: 

Theme Analysis in Action: Have students create a "theme mural" for Marisol 
McDonald Doesn’t Match. In groups, students will write down phrases, draw 
images, and include text evidence that highlights the theme (e.g., "It's okay to 
be different") on a large sheet of paper. Each group will present their mural 
and explain how it supports the theme using evidence from the text.

NASOT 
Context:

This activity engages Collaborative Learning (NASOT-8) by encouraging 
students to work together to demonstrate understanding. It also taps into 
Experiential Learning (NASOT-4) as students apply their knowledge in a 
hands-on, creative way.

Why It Works:

This activity allows students to engage with the text visually and artistically, 
which helps reinforce the abstract concept of theme. Working in groups 
promotes peer discussion, making the learning process more interactive and 
enjoyable.

Optional 
Extension:

Hang all murals on the wall creating one large mural.  Hang similar themes 
together and discuss how one story can have many different themes. 


