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Major Shifts in the New Social Studies Standards

Increased use of inquiry process
o  Students will be expected to ask questions, investigate problems and explore topics while teachers
support their ability to do this
Focus on disciplinary literacy skills
o Students will be expected to read, write, speak, perform, and think critically as well as learn the
content to master standards
Addition of Ethnic Studies strand in all grade levels
o  K-12 standards that focus on the experience and perspective of people of color in our country and
around the world
Kindergarten-8th grade interdisciplinary model

o  The K-8 standards now center around a grade-level themes instead of social studies disciplines
(history, economics, etc.)
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Social Studies Curricululm Adoption Process

2022-2023

o  K-12 Committee analyzed the new standards to learn about changes

2023-2024

o  K-12 Committee conducted needs assessment with staff, students, and community members
m  Listof priorities from needs assessment

2024-2025

o  K-5Committee reviewed available social studies resources using Instructional Resources Evaluation Form and
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Form
o K-6 Committee began revising written curriculum to meet new standards

2025-2026

o K-5Committee is currently piloted Studies Weekly and Exploring Social Studies: Minnesota

o  6-12 Committee made recommendations for changes to course catalog T nISD709,,,

o  Provided professional development on new Social Studies standards for teaching staff ¢
O
O

Teacher committees are revising written curriculum to meet new standards Duluth
Obtained feedback from District Advisory Committee il

2026-2027 "

o N
o Implementation of 2021 Minnesota Social Studies Standards 2 Stugent, £ve


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TiszeZ30C5VZc9qUF60ohaMlCsQ8EI5N856dQgXI5JA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pJgbSZpwJQraUyyGbP9bdEgFWP3r2Ty1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MOWPazi0qbMq0wZ6YJrC5moTbhH7BkRs/view?usp=sharing
https://www.studiesweekly.com/social-studies/
https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/series/exploring-social-studies-minnesota?srsltid=AfmBOoo9Bl8Tbg3NBFGK1UW84q2utGsxcKE_m5UDYXc6wl6H9Lv13W3U

Social Studies Curriculum Selection

K-5 Social Studies Committee Selected Exploring Social Studies: Minnesota

o Higher ratings in all categories, especially planning, instruction, assessment, culturally responsive instruction, and social
justice

o  Full'alignment to the MN Social Studies Standards, including all ethnic studies standards

o Easier for teachers to implement in limited time

o  Less expensive than other options

o Publishers consulted with representative from Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

6th Grade Continued Yearly Purchase of Northern Lights
o  Reasons and benefits
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https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/series/exploring-social-studies-minnesota#:~:text=Exploring%20Social%20Studies%3A%20Minnesota%20is,and%20connect%20with%20local%20history.

Adoption Cost

e Exploring Social Studies: MN (K-5): $244,989.35*
e Northern Lights (6th Grade): $9,500
e Total Cost: $254,489.35

WisD709,,

Duluth

*The cost for Exploring Social Studies: MN is a one-time purchase until the next Public Schools

adoption. No yearly consumables or subscription fees are necessary. < St  eers®
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